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Month 
September Parish Education 


October 


— Social Missions 
November Stewardship ! 


CALENDAR OF CAUSES IN 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


Cause 


Board or Agency 


Parish and Church School Board 
Board of Social Missions 
Lutheran Laymen’s Movement 


December ...... Christian Ministry. Board of Ministerial] Pensions and Relief 


January .......... Foreign Missions 
February .......American Missions 
April Christian Higher Education 
May World Lutheranism 

June Deaconess Work 


Synodical Social Missions 
Synodical Treasurer 
_ Synodical American Missions 
Tabitha Home 
Lutheran World Action 


Synodical Home Missions 


SYNODICAL CALENDAR OF SPECIAL 


DAYS AND SEASONS 


Board of Foreign Missions 
Board of American Missions 
Board of Education 
Lutheran World Federation 
Board of Deaconess Work 


Christmas 


Easter 


BUDGET OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD FOR 1948 


$ 3,500.00 
Midland College 6,000.00 
Beneficiary Education 1,300.00 
Lutheran Student Work 300.00 
Tabitha Home ... 1,200.00 
Social Missions ia 1,300.00 
1. $ 800.00 Synodical -Relief 
2. 500.00 Lutheran Welfare Work 
Synodical Paper 800.00 
Synodical Stewardship 1,000.00 
Synodical Treasury 3,000.00 
Office of Full-time President 4,650.00 
1. $3,200.00 Salary 
2. 700.00 Expenses 
8. 150.00 Pension 
4. 600.00 Rent 
TOTAL . $23,050.00 


. 


First Four Sundays in Lent 
October 15 to November 15 
Month of May 


15.18% 
26.03% 
5.64% 
1.31% 
5.21% 
5.64% 


3.47% 
4.33% 
13.02% 
20.17% 


100.00 % 
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BUDGET OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD FOR 1949 

: Synodical Home Missions $ 4500.00 16. % 

j Midland College ; 6,500.00 23.16% 

Central Lutheran Seminary 1,500.00 5.35% 
4. Beneficiary Education 1,200.00 4.29% 
if Lutheran Student Work 450.00 1.6 % 3 
Tabitha Home 1,200.00 4.29% 


3,300.00 11.75% 


q Social Missions 
8 1. $ 900.00 Synodical Relief 


2. 500.00 Lutheran Welfare Work 4 

8. 1,600.00 Family and Child Care | | 2 
4. 300.00 Evangelism 2 
Synodical Paper $ 800.00 2.85% 
Stewardship 950.00 8.38% 
Synodical Treasury 2,600.00 9.27%. 
President’s Office 5,000.00 17.6 % 

1. $3,500.00 Salary 
2. 789.00 Expenses 
3 8. 161.00 Pension 
4. 600.00 Ren 
Parish Education 75.00 27% 
a 
TOTAL $28,075.00 100.00% “4 
} $28,075.00 Midwest Synod $2.55 per communing member 1 
87,680.00 U. L. C. 4. 3.40 per communing member 
$65,725.00 $5.95 per communing member | 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELLIS, KANSAS 


Christ Lutheran Church was organized in the year 1907 after more 
than ten years of preaching by Lutheran itinerant pastors. 


An old Congregational church building was purchased and here the 
congregation worshipped until the building was destroyed by fire after 
being struck by lightning, on Sunday noon, September 30, 1923. Services 
were then conducted in a nearby hall until a parsonage was erected, where 
services could be conducted in the basement. 


From 1912 until 1923 Christ Lutheran and St, John’s Lutheran of near 
Ellis, were served by the same pastor. The language question separated the 
two, and Christ Lutheran then became affiliated with the Midwest Synod. 


The following pastors have served the congregation: 


Rev. J. M. Holtzberger 
Rev. John Hiltner 1909-1914 « 
Rev. G. Kolb : 19141920 
Rev. John Bunge 1921-1926 
oa Rev. Rudolph Moehring . 1926-19382 
Rev. V. R. Peitako .... 1933-19385 
= | Rev. Otto Heick ......... 1936-1946 
9 Rev. W. F. v. Churchill 1947. 
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K. Klinger 
P. Bieger | 
? 
88 
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7 
Welter P. Kuehner | 
E. 
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Ebenezer 


“Let a man so account of us as of the ministers af Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that a man 
be found faithful.” 
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Dedicated to the Brethren 
P. BIEGER 


On the 60th Anniversary of his Ordination 
E. WALTER D. D. 


K. KLINGER 
On the 50th Anniversary of their Ordination 


PAUL KUEHNER 
7 On the 25th Anniversary. of his Ordination 
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Pastor's Name E 1 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 1 
and Sita Name and and 
Address 2 Address Parish 
4 
1 leger 1888/1903 ‘Retired 
Bancroft, S. D. . 18 
2c. G. Wagner* 1890/1920 Retired 
804 East Arch St. 19 
Jerseyville, III. 3 
F. Rabe, D. D.“ 1892/1906 St. Johannes - 19 20 
2908 S. 25th Lincoln, Nebr. 
Lincoln, Nebr. (Supply) 1 
Wm. Harder“ 1893/1894 * Retired ‘ 21 
Hanover, Kan. 1 
J. O. Krueger“ 1895/1923 Retired 22 
6409 Logan Street K 
Lincoln, Nebr 23 
6 P. Rowoldt Sr.“ 189711917 Retired 
3210 Summit Blvd. 
Lincoln 2, Nebr. 24 
Walter, D. D.“ 18981896 Retired 
Tabitha Home 25 
sk. Klinger* 1898|1897 Retired 
54 S. Greenwood Av 1 
Pasadena, Calif. 27 
M. Koolen, D. D.“ 19001926 Retired 
1633 Van Dorn St. 28 
Lincoln, Nebr. y 
10] O. Bergfelder* 1902/1924 Retired 
255 Iich N.W. 29 
Waverly, Ia. | 
11/L. Hopp“ 19051905 Retired 
„2119 Myrtle Ave. 
Long Beach 6, Calif. 
12M. A. Jensen“ 1906/1905 Retired 
1811 S. 3rd St. : | | 
Norfolk, Nebr. | 
13|H. L. Lenser 1906/1906 Frieden’s 
Home, Kan. Home, Kan. 
14/F. C. Schuldt, D. D.* 19061906 Retired 
340 West 5th Street 
Fremont, Nebr. 
15 * — — 1906/1905 Zion’s* 
tton, Nebr. 
16|J. M. Holaberger - 19061906 Retired 
Pierce, Nebr. 
17\J. N. Marxen 1906 1916 lL St. Paul’s* 
*Retired Pastors 4 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS i 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


30 
31 


32 


Auburn, Nebr. 
E. Wendt* 
| 9722 San Vincente 
South Gate, Calif. 
J. Schrader, D. D. 
Lipscomb, Tex. 
Thomas Tychsen 
Darrouzett, Tex. 
Chr. Rautenstrauss 
218 E. 5th 
Hoisington, Kan. 
J. A. Bahnsen 
Leigh, Nebr. 
R. Moehring 
Wakeeney, Kan. 
K. Vordermann 
Sterling, Nebr. 
Fred Loeffler 
Russell, Kan. 
F. Podzus* 
211 W. 12th St. 
Hutchinson, Kan. 
P. O. Spehr, Sr. 
Diller, Nebr. 
H. O0. Rhode 
Bloomfield, Nebr. 
T. G. Kuehner 
Tea, S. D. | 
IM. A. Ritzen, D. D. 
Fontanelle, Nebr. 
M. Schroeder, AM DD 
Glenvil, Nebr. 
F. W. Nolte, D. D. 
Westboro, Mo. 
V. R. Pietzko 

1500 W rd St. 
| Hastines, Nebr. 


2810 Sumner St. 
Lincoln, Nebr. 


*Retired Pastors 


Ellis, 
G. K. Wiencke Sr D. D. 


| 
E. C. Hansen 
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Congregation 
Parish i 
Blue Hill, Nebr. 
Retired 
1906 St. John's 1866 
Auburn, Nebr. 
1912 Retired 
1909 Ed. Schneider se Johannes* 1916 
Lipscomb, Tex. Lipscomb, Tex. 
1946| William Miller St. Paul’s* 1919 
Darrouzett, Tex. Darrouzett, Tex. 
1909 Immanuel* ' 1924 
Hoisington, Kan. 
1909 Hy. Grotelueschen St. Paul's“ 1881 
Leigh, Nebr. Leigh, Nebr. 
1910 Henry Schneider Tion's“ 1905 
Wakeeney, Kan. Wakeeney, Kan. 
1921 St. Johannes“ 1883 
Sterling, Nebr. 
1913 Dreieinigkeits 1878 
Russell, Kan. 
1913 Retired 
1929 Zion’s* 1910 
Diller, Nebr. 
1914|Henry Huttmann St. Mark’s* 1906 
Bloomfield, Nebr. Bloomfield, Nebr. | 
1948 Trinity* 1889 
Tea, S. D. 
1941 Salem* 1860 
Fontanelle, Nebr. 
1916 fst Paul's 11878 
Glenvil, Nebr. 
1917 St. John’s* 1886 
Westboro, Mo. 
1917 
1919 [Havelock Latheran* 1916 
| tage Nebr. 


*Congregations affiliated with Synod. 


| 8 
Hill, Nebr. | 
18|W. O. Zahlis, S.T.M.* |1906 
10 1907 
| 
20 19090 
| | 
21 1909 2 
| 
22 
23 11910 
24 1910 
| | 
25 
26 1910 
| 
27 1918 
28 1015 
29 1918 
1914 
| 
11915} 
| | | 
119.16) 
| | 
1 1917 
84 1917 
35 1917 
1 896) | | 
36 — 
is | 
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42 


43 


53 
54 


A. B. J. Lentz, D. D. 


(Capt.) Gustav F. 1515 


Duhrkop 0-502073 
A. P. O. 331 c/o Pm. 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Louisville, Nebr. 


H. J. Diekhoff 


Gretna, Nebr. 
Herman Goede 

540 D. Street 
Lincoln, Nebr. 

F. Weisenborn 
Scribner, Nebr. 

T. Schmunk 

1110 O Street 
Gering, Nebr. 

Paul Kuehner 
Northboro, Ia. 

C. H. Goede 

120 W. 7th Street 
Grand Island, Nebr. 
Karl Koenig 

Yutan, Nebr. 

Fred H. Bloch, A.M. 
228 N. E. 16th St. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
H. M. Biedenweg 
Falls City, Nebr. 


V. Moeller 

Pender, Nebr. 

J. Peil 

Ayr, Nebr. 
R.M.Sauberzweig,ThD 
Otoe, Nebr. 

C. H. Kemper 
Gothenburg, Nebr. 
Wm. Goede 
Columbus, Nebr. 
Ed. J. Amend, Th.D. 


815 Duncan St. 


*Retired Pastors 


% 23 
3 12 
1919/1919 
19191919 Christ’s* | 
Louisville, Nebr. | 
1919|1919\Charles Fricke St. John’s 
Ohiowa, Nebr. Ohiowa, Nebr. 
1920|1943|Harry Mowinkel |Resurrection* 
Gretna, Nebr. Gretna, Nebr. 
19221922 Fred Strasheim Frieden's“ 
Lincoln, Nebr. [Lincoln, Nebr. 
19221940 St. John's 
Scribner, Nebr 
1922/1942 Ev. Lutheran“ 
Gering, Nebr. 
1923/1938 St. Paul’s 
Northboro, Ia. 
1924/1924/C. J. Happold Messiah“ 
Grand Island, Nebr. Grand Island, Nebr. 
1924/19240 Frank Karloff St. John's“ 
Yutan, Nebr. Yutan, Nebr. 
1924/|1942'C. W. Peterson First Lutheran* 
Okla., City, Okla. |Okla., City, Okla. 
1926/1926 St. Peter’s* 
Falls City, Nebr. 
St. John’s 
Falls City, Nebr. 
1927|1927|Carl Wichman St. Peter’s* 
Pender, Nebr. Pender, Nebr. 
192711927 Inactive 
192719380 Harry Ross St. Johannes 
Otoe, Nebraska Otoe, Nebr. 
192711941 Zion's“ 
| Gothenburg, Nebr. 
192711942 St. John's“ 
Columbus, Nebr. 
19271945 George Oltmanns Salem“ 
Stillwater, Okla. “|Stillwater, Okla. 


»Congregations affiliated with 8 


ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS . 
Pastors Name 
and 7 * 
S 
37 in 
| 
1890 
| 
1800 5 
Ohiowa, Nebr. | | 
| 40\E. Moede 1910 | 58 
41 1907 
59 
| 
| 
= 1901 
| 
1901 61 
4 
44 
62 
45 1887 
63 
* 
46 1901 
| 64 
47 1902 
65 
14 18186 
pe 
* 18610 
82 
9 
1881 
— 
| 
yn 
| 10 


|Organization| 


| 
7 R. R Syre S. T. M. 


Columbus, Nebr. 
Erich Petersen 
Niobrara, Nebr. 
Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M. 


Alvin Havekost 
910 W. 5th Street 
Hastings, Nebr. 
Theodore Althof 
Russell, Kan. 
Arthur W. Huneke 
Lanham, Nebr. 

H. Bernhardt 
Linn, Kan. 

Hugo H. F. Welchert 
Hooper, Nebr. 


Bennington, Nebr. | 
Gustav Wiencke,Th.D. 
1228 Spruce St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Richard Jobman 

802 S. Second St. 
Norfolk, Nebr. 
Fred Ollendorf 


Retired Pastors 


Platte Center, Nebr. 


Zion’s—Perry, 
Christus* 

Pierce, Nebr. 
Trinity* 
Columbus, Nebr, 


Good Shepherd“ 


Lindy, Nebr. 
PRESIDENT 


Louis Frecks 
Hildreth, Nebr. ‘ 
Walter Moser 
Hanover, Kan. 
Manley Wilson 
Winside, Nebr. 


Ernest Hamburg 
Ellis, Kan. 
C. A. Myrom 


Hastings, Nebr. 


Herman Langholz 
Russell, Kan. 
William Schierkolk 
Lanham, Nebr. 


St. Peter’s 
Hildreth, Nebr. 
Zion“ 

Hanover, Kan. 
Trinity“ 
Winside, Nebr. 
St. Luke’s* 
Stanton, Nebr. 
Christ Lutheran* 
Ellis, Kan. 

First St. Paul’s* 
Hastings, Nebr. 


St. John's“ 
Russell, Kan. 
St. John's 
Lanham. Nebr. 
St. Paul“ 


John Schole 
Hooper, Nebr. 


Linn, Kan. 

St. Paul's“ 
Hooper, Nebr. 

St. Paul’s* 
Uehling. Nebr. 

St. John’s* 
Bennington, Nebr. 
Parish and Church 
School Board 


a John's“ 
Norfolk, Nebr. 


Zion's 


Platte Center, Nebr. 


1902 


1883 


*Congregations affiliated with Synod. 
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Roll OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 1 
1 2 
Pastors Name ~ E 18 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 8 
¥ and . aa Name and and 2 
Address 2 2 2 Address Parish i 
— 3 a = § 
7 | Stillwater, Okla. | 1s ‘a 

55 George Herber 19311931 Emil Wragge 1906 

Pierce, Nebr. Pierce, Nebr. RY 

56[C. R. Goldenstein 193119310 George Engel 1928 
390 2010 9th Street Columbus, Nebr. | 2 
58 1984/1934 

11812 D. Street 
907 Lincoln, Nebr. —_ 
59 Alfred Duis 1934/1934 1901 
Hildreth, Nebr. 
901 60,Otto K. Oelke 1934/1947 1875 
Hanover, Kan. 
61 Henry Knaub 1935/1935 1901 
Winside, Nebr. 
1906 
90 | 
62 Warren F. Churchill 19351935 1907 
887 Ellis, Kan. 
63 198601948 1878 
| 
| . 
* 64 1900 
| | | | 
ps 193601948 1888 
188 86 1938 . 1870 
| 
1 888) | | | | 1879 
| | 
| 
1887) 

69 LU 
18810 | 4 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 
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Pastors Name 14 11 Lay Delegate’s a 
and 2 28 Name and and 929 
Address 53/8 Address Parish 
liraul Moessner, A.M, 19401940 ohn Urban Zion’s* 1887 
Hooper, Nebr Hooper, Nebr. Hooper, Nebr. 
72 Wallace J. Wolff 19411941 Foreign Missionary 
Fairy Street British Guiana 
New Amsterdam, | 
B.G., So. Am. 
73\Henry O. Rowoldt 1941/1941 — St. Paul's“ 1886 
Emerson, Nebr. Emerson, Nebr 
740 Walter E. Rowoldt 194201942 St. Mark's 1916 
Pender, Nebr. Pender, Nebr 
7508. K. de Freese 194219430 Emil Valkamp Redeemer’s* 1889 
Wayne, Nebr. Wayne, Nebr. Wayne, Nebr. 
76|Werner Welchert 1943/1943 Trinity* 1908 
Papillion, Nebr. Papillion, Nebr. 
77\Paul O. Spehr, Jr. 19431943 Ernest Gigax St. Peter’s* 1909 
Creston, Nebr. Creston, Nebr. Creston, Nebr. 
Walter Botsch Immanuel* 1902 
Madison, Nebr. Madison, Nebr. | 
78H. B. Pearson 194301945 ; Christ Lutheran* 1887 
Wisner, Nebr. Wisner, Nebr. 
79 Levon Spath 1945/1945 Foreign Missionary 
Calle Zarate 867-Dpt. Argentina 
B Villa Progresso, 
San Martin F.C.C.A.- 
Argentina 3 
SO Waldorf Lau 1945/1948 St. Matthews 1906 
Johnson, Nebr. Johnson, Nebr. 
81/Grant Van Boening 19461946 St. John's“ 18% 
Schuyler, Nebr. Schuyler, Nebr. 
x St. Matthew’s* 18 
Pleasant Valley, Nebr. 1 
82 Ralph Ritzen 1947/1947 Einer Jensen St. Peter's“ 190% 
Pilger, Nebr. Pilger, Nebr. Pilger, Nebr. 
83/Theodore Moehring 1947/1947 St. Paul’s* 1889 
Diller, Nebr. Diller, Nebr. 
84 — 194711947 Zion 1885 
ncoin, Nebr, erald 
Route 6 — 
85 [Norman Schroeder 1948/1948 Immanuel* 
Lodgepole, Nebr. — 


| 

S 

| S 
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| 'Chappell, Nebr. 
| eg | | 
*Retired Pastors *Congregations affiliated with Synod 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 
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94¹ 
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i 
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Scribner, Nebr. 


First Lutheran* 
Syracuse, Nebr. 


St. John’s (rural) 
Ohiowa, Nebr. 

St. Paul's 
Hastings, Nebr. 
Immanuel* 


Hastings, Nebr. 


“Congregations affiliated with Synod. 


Lay Delegate’s Congregation 1 
Name and and 
Address Parish j * 
— f 
| St. John’s Ridgeley* 18 * 
Supplied 1889 
JSupplied Herman Meyer 1887 
886 Vacant 1890 } 
916 Supplied 1900 
— 
889 1 
Pastors 
9068 
909 
902 i 
887 
906 
890 
7 
900 
889 
885 
920 
7 
_ 
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DIRECTORY OF SYNOL 
1948-1949 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD 


President—Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, S.T.M., 1812 D. Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 
Phone 24821 


Vice President—-Rev. Paul Moessner, A. M., Hooper, Nebr. 
Secretary—Rev. Hugo H. F. Weichert, Hooper, Nebr. 
Treasurer—Rev. G. K. Wiencke, Sr., D. D., Auburn, Nebr. 


Statistician, Archivist, Necrologist—Rev. E. C. Hansen, 2810 Sumner St., 
Lincoln, ‘Nebr. 


Senior Ministerii—-The Very Reverend Paul Bieger, Bancroft, S. D. 


OFFICERS OF CONFERENCES 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE— } 
President— Rev. H. J. Diekhoff, Ohiowa, Nebr. | 
Secretary—Rev. A. Duis, Hildreth, Nebr. 

Treasurer 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE— 
President—Rev. M. A. Ritzen, D. D., Fontanelle, Nebr. 
Secretary—Rev. Richard Jobman, 302 S. Second St., Norfolk, Nebr. 
Treasurer—Rev. J. Bahnsen, Leigh, Nebr. 


KANSAS CONFERENCE— 
President—Rev,. W. F. Churchill, Ellis, Kan. 
Secretary—Rev. P. O. Spehr, Sr., Diller, Nebr. 8 
Treasurer —Rev. W. O. Z- alis, S. T. M., Ellis, Kan. 


MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


Editor: Pastor P. Kuehner Manager: Pastor W. F. Churchill 
Assistant Manager: Pastor W. Welchert 
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BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 


* 


TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 


The Officers of Synod 


Mr. C. A. Myrom 
1115 ‘North Minnesota 


Hastings, Nebraska 


INTRA-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


Committee on The Ministry 
The Pastors: R. R. Syre, S.T.M. (49) P. Kuehner (49) M. A. Ritsen, 
D. D. (50) A. Duis (51) H. Goede (51) 


On Home Missions 
The Pastors: C. Goldenstein (49) W. Welchert (50) F. W. Nolte, D. D. 


Mr. John Huttenmeyer 
Diller, Nebraska 


(51) 
The Messrs: W. A. Phillipi (50) Elmer Monk (51) 
On Evangelism 


The Pastors: F. Bloch, A. M. (49) W. Rowoldt (50) A. Havekost (51) 


On Stewardship 
The Pastors: H. Knaub (50) F. Ollendorf (51) » one 
The Messrs: Clarence Bower (50) Elmer Sasse (51) ff 


New Gongregations and Constitutions 
The Pastors: a. 7. Diekhoff (49) G. Herber (51) Mr. Walter Botsch 
(50) P 


Conference Protocol 
Conference Secretaries 


On Publicity 
The Pastors: L. J. Wolff, S. T. M., P. Kuehner, R. M. Sauberzweig, Th. D. 
(51) 


INTER-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


Midland College 
The Pastors: R. Jobman (50) W. Churchill (52) 
The Messrs: K. Wagner (49) H. Suhr (51) 


Tabitha Home 
The Pastors: M. Schroeder, D. D. (49) M. Koolen, D. D. (51) Mr. J. 
Urban (50) 


Latheran Student Work 
The Pastors: H, Goede (49) S. K. de Freese (50) W. Welchert (51) 


Lutheran Welfare Work 

1. Family and Child Welfare Service Pastor H. H. F. Welchert 
2. Care of Aged ‘ Pastor K. Koenig 
3. Health Service Pastor M. A. Ritzen, D. D. 


4. Institutional Chaplaincy Service . Pastor E. C. Hansen 
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6. Central Lutheran Seminary 


Secretary for Deaconess Work 


5. Representative to Midland Assembly 
The Pastor: G. Van Boening (51) 


The Pastor: Paul Moessner, A. M. 


7. Director of Lutheran Literary Board 
L. J. Wolff, „ Th. D. 


COMMITTEES ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 


Parish Education 
The Pastors: R. Moehring (49) F. 15 (49) T. Moehring (50) : 
E. J. Amend, Th. D. (51) 4 


Secretary of Foreign Missions 
The Pastor: C. Kemper (49) 


Secretary for Social Missions 
The Pastor: H. O. Rhode (50) 


The Pastor: J. A. Bahnsen (51) 
Representative to W.M.S. 
The Pastor: W. F. Churchill (49) 


Representative to Brotherhood 
The Pastor: W. Goede (50) 
Representatives to Luther League 
The Pastors: Ralph Ritzen (49) P. O. Spehr Jr. (51) 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

Oklahoma Holdings 

The Pastors: F. Bloch, A. M., W. Goede 

The Messrs: G. Oltmanns, K. Friedeman 
History of Synod 

The Pastors: J. Schrader, D. D., H. O. Rhode, F. C. Schuldt, D. D. 
Lutheran World Action 

The Pastors: F. Ollendorf, F. Nolte, Jr. A. en 
Worship 

The Pastors: H. B. Pearson, 0. K. Oelke 
Circulation of The Lutheran” 

The Pastor: E. J. Moede 
Publications 
The Pastors: J. Marxen, V. Moeller 
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CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
(Appointed by the President) 
ON CREDENTIALS 
The Pastors: J. N. Marxen, C. H. Goede, F. Nolte, Jr. 


ON REFERENCE AND COUNCIL 
The Pastors: E. C. Hansen, Paul Moessner 


ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
The Pastors: F. H. Bloch, H. Pearson, A. J. Duis 
Laymen: Manley Wilson 


ON PROTOCO.,. AND SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Pastors: H. Knaub, R. Ritzen, V. Moeller 


ON AUDIT OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
The, Pastors: K. Koenig, E. Amend, O. K. Oelke 
Laymen: Ernest Hamburg, Henry Huttman 


ON STATISTICAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Pastors: C. Kemper, F. Weisenborn, W. Rowoldt 
Laymen: Henry Grotelueschen, Herman Meyer 


ON EXECUTIVE BOARD’S REPORT 
The Pastors: J. Schrader, M. Schroeder, H. Goede, A. Lentz 
Laymen: John B. Schole, Herman Langholz 


ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Pastors: H. Rhode, Wm. Goede, R. Jobman 
Laymen: John Urban, Carl Wichman 


ON LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS | 
The Pastors: H. Biedenweg, P. Spehr, Jr., H. Bernhardt 
Laymen: Charles Fricke, Louis Frecks 


ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE AND EXCUSES 
The Pastors: T, Schmunk, T. Tychsen, C, R. Goldenstein 
Laymen: William Schierkolk, William Miller 


ON NEXT YEAR’S PROGRAM 


The Pastors: R. M. Moehring, R. M. Sauberzweig, W. Welchert, 
M. A. Ritzen 


Laymen: Fred Strasheim, Henry Schneider 


ON AUDIT OF TREASURER’S REPORT OF MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
The Pastors: J. Bahnsen, F. W. Nolte, E. J. Moede 
Laymen: Harry Ross, Frank Karloff 


ON CONVENTION PUBLICITY 
The Pastors: P. Kuehner, T. Moehring, G. Van Boening 
Laymen: C. W. Petersen, Einar Jensen 
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ON UNIFORM SUBSCRIPTION PLAN FOR’ THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN 

The Pastors: W. F. Churchill, P. Moessner 

Laymen: George Oltmanns 


ON NOMINATING LAYMEN TO EXECUTIVE BOARD 
The Pastors: M. A. Ritzen, W. Welchert 
Laymen: Edward Schneider, Walter Botsch 
ON NOMINATING LAY DELEGATES TO THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
CHURCH CONVENTION 
The Pastors: R. Moehring, F. W. Nolte, R. M. Sauberzweig 
Laymen: Emil Valkamp, C. W. Peterson, Emil Wragge 


ON TELLERS NO. 1. 3 
The Pastors: F. Ollendorf, G. Herber, S. K. de Freese. 
Laymen: Walter Moser, Harry Mowinkel 


ON TELLERS NO. 2. 
The Pastors: H. J. Diekhoff, H. Rowoldt, A. Havekost — 
Laymen: C. J. Happold, George Oltmanns 


DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION 
OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Pastors: Lorin J. Wolff, Hugo H. F. Welchert, W. F. Churchill, J. 
Schrader, M. A. Ritzen, F. W. Nolte. a 


The Messrs: C. A. Myrom, John Schole, Herman Langholz, Otto Huber, 
C. W. Peterson, Elmer Monk. 


ALTERNATE DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION 
OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Pastors: G. K. Wiencke Sr., H. O. Rhode, H. J. Diekhoff, C. R. Gold- 
enstein, A. Duis, A. B. Lentz. N 


The Messrs: Edward Schneider, Elmer Sasse, Fred Strasheim, George Olt- | 
manns, Melvin Ruwe, Harry Ross. N 
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 
FIFTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MID-WEST 
OF THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United Lutheran 
Church in America met for the opening Communion Service Tuesday mor- 
ning, May 18, 1948, at 10 o’clock in Christ Lutheran Church, Ellis, Kansas, 
Rev. W. F. Churchill, pastor. Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, President of Synod, 
preached the sermon based on I Corinthians 13:13. Pastor Hugo H. F. Wel 
chert, Secretary of Synod, served as fturgist. 


FIRST SESSION 


Tuesday afternoon, May 18, 1948, 2:00 
The Convention was formally opened by the President, and the business 
session was called to order. 


The roll of clerical delegates was called (Cf. P.P. 8-13.) Fifty pastors 
responded to the roll call. 


The Ministerium recommended to Synod the reception of Pastors Arthur 


Huneke, Theodore Kuehner, Alvin Havekost, Waldorf Lau and Erich 
Petersen. 


The recommendation was adopted. 


Pastors Arthur Huneke, Theodore Kuehner and Waldorf Lau were 
formally received into Synod. 


THE COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION OF NEW CONGREGATIONS 
asked to report later in the convention program. 


Pastor W. F. Churchill, host pastor, greeted the convention, and intro- 
duced Mr. E. G. Zerfas, president of Christ Lutheran Church, who greeted 
and welcomed Synod in behalf of the congregation and the Chamber of 
Commerce of Ellis, Kansas. 

President Wolff responded. 

The Order of Business was adopted as amended. 

Mr. R. H. Mintner, representative of the Schulmerich Electronics, in- 
vited Synod to view his exhibit. | 

The Committee on Credentials, having examined the credentials, recom- 
mended that 28 lay-delegates be welcomed and seated as voting members, 
and Dr. W. Hieronymus be received as advisory member. The report was 
adopted. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
(Presented by Pastor Lorin J. Wolff) 


“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with 
praise; be thankful unto Him and bless His name. For the Lord is good; 
His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth unto all generations.” 
At the end of the Synodical year we are truly thankful to our God and we 
bless His name. He has been good to us, and His mercy and His truth 
have sustained us and given us strength for our tasks. The advance made 
by our Synod in stewardship, alone, is cause for us to be grateful to 
our God and Saviour. Our Synod has contributed more than $5000.00 over 
its goal for Lutheran World Action, and for the first time in our history 
we have reached 80% of our apportionment goal. Our growth in numbers, 
and the response to the Enlistment Demonstrations is also gratifying. 
However, growth in giving and in numbers, alone, means little or nothing 
unless it springs from the motive of pte for Christ and is the result 
of spiritual growth. There must be a e nstant increase in our devotion 
to our Saviour, in Church attendance, in Christian education and in 
winning souls for Christ and His Church. For whatever advances may have 


been made spiritually, we praise God, and pray that these gains become 
greater. 


When we look, on the other hand, to the fact that there is still a 
great deal of indifference, luke-warmness and drowsiness in carrying out 
the work we have been sent to do, we cannot help but think of Isaiah’s 
words: “Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion.” Or as Paul says: 


“knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of our sleep.” 


In facing the great task of bringing the living Saviour to a dying 
world, we need to be aroused and to put on our “strength”, which is the 
whole armour of God. Christ gave Himself for us and redeemed us, that 
we might become “zealous of good works”. Let us pray for a genuine 
awakening and a divine “Zeal for souls” on the part of every pastor and 
member of our congregations. 


Since September 1, 1947, when your president assumed full-time 
service, he has visited 51 congregations of Synod. The number of sermons 
preached was 52 and thirty addresses were made at other occasions. Confer- 
ences have been held with 35 Church councils. The schedule of visits to 
parishes and Church councils has been arranged mostly by invitation. Your 
president was also asked to take over the duties of chairman of the Stew- 
ardship Committee. Considerable time was spent in matters pertaining to 
stewardship within Synod. Ar Field Missionary, your president has found 
it difficult to accomplish anything tangible, due, in part, to the fact that we 
already have less pastors than we need to fill existing vacancies. With 57% 
of the population of Nebraska un-churched, surely there are missionary 
opportunities here, as well as in Kansas and Oklahoma. Several days were 
spent at Great Bend, Kansas, making a preliminary survey of this territory. 
The results of the preliminary investigation offer little promise at the 


present time. Since this is the first year of a full-time president no long 
range program or policy has been adopted. 
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RECEPTION OF PASTORS 


Pastor Alvin D. ̃ (r 
States, September 16, 1947. 


1947. 


Pastor Theodore G. Kuehner, from the Eastern District of the American 
Lutheran Church, October 29, 1947. 


Pastor Arthur W. Huneke, from the Wartburg Synod, December 1, 
1947. 


Pastor Erich Petersen, from the Nebraska Synod, May 18. 1948. 


TRANSFER OF PASTORS TO OTHER SYNODS 


Pastor Milton Moore, to the Texas Synod (pending). 
Pastor George Housewright to the Illinois Synod (pending). 


CALLS AND INSTALLATIONS . 
Pastor Theodore Moehring—St. Paul’s, Diller, installed June 8, 1947, by 
Pastor R. Moehring. 


Pastor Ralph Ritzen—St. Peter's, Pilger, installed June 29th 1947 by 
Pastor M. A. Ritzen, D. D. 


Pastor Frederick Nolte—Zion’s, Lincoln, installed July 20, 1947 by 
Pastor F. W. Nolte, D. D. 


Pastor K. Vorderman—St. John's, Sterling, installed September 21, 
1947, by the President of Synod. 


Pastor Alvin D. Havekost—First St. Paul's, Hastings, began work, 
October 1. Installed October 23, 1947 by the President of Synod. 


Pastor Theodore G. Kuehner— Trinity, Tea, S. D., began work November 
16. Installed November 30, 1947 by Pastor Paul Kuehner. 


Pastor Arthur W. Huneke-——St. John’s, Lanham, began work November 
1. Installed November 80, 1947 by the President of Synod. — 


Pastor F. Waldorf Lau—St. Matthew’s, Johnson, began work September 
14, 1947, installed November 16, by the President of Synod. 


Pastor R. L. Jobman—St. John’s, Norfolk, began work December 10, 
1947. Installed December 21, by the President of Synod. 


Pastor E. C. Hansen—Havelock, Lincoln. Began work December 10, 
1947. Installed February 1, by the President of Synod. 


Pastor J. Schrader, D. D.—St. John’s, Lipscomb. Began work December 
1, 1947. Installed April 4, 1948, by the President of Synod. 
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SUPPLY OF VACANT CONGREGATIONS 


St. John’s, Lanham, supplied during the summer months, by Pauj 
Hansen, student at Western Seminary. 


Lodgepole-Chappell parish, supplied by students at Western Seminary. 


Lindy, Good Shepherd, supplied by W. G. Volker, a student for the 
ministry, at present Superintendent of schools at Center, Nebraska. 


Zion’s, Wakeeney, supplied, from July 1947 to April 1948 by Pastor 
W. O. Zahlis. 


St. John's, Russell, supplied by neighboring pastors, since January 11. 


, St. John’s, Bennington, will continue to be supplied by Pastor R. R. 
Syre until September Ist. 


St. John’s, Ridgeley, supplied, since December 1, by Western Seminary 
students. 


Trinity, Tea, S. D., supplied until November 16, by Pastor R. Adams of 
the American Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls. 


CHANGES AFFECTING THE ROLL OF CONGREGATIONS 


The Frieden’s Lutheran Church, 14 miles southeast of Russell, Kansas, 
has disbanded. The church property was sold. Most of the members of 
the congregation were transferred to one of the three neighboring congre- 
gations of our Synod, Dreieinigkeit’s and St. John’s at Russell or Immanuel’s 
at Hoisington. 8 0 


St. Paul's Church at Lamar, Colorado was dissolved. What few members 
remained are attending the Lutheran Church of the Wisconsin Synod in 
Lamar. The church property was sold and the proceeds of $3300.00 was paid 
to our Synod, in view of Mission-Aid granted to them. 


The St. Paul’s congregation seven miles North of Wisner was con- 
solidated with Christ's Lutheran church in Wisner. 


St. Peter’s church fourteen miles southeast of Pilger, (sometimes 
referred as the Howells Church) has merged with the St. Peter’s church in 
Pilger. 


Only in the case of Lamar, Colorado, do these changes effect the 
number of parishes in our Synod. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Pastor H. Reinhold Hauptman 


Pastor Hauptman passed from this life on July 17, 1947 at Tabitha 


Home in Lincoln, Nebraska. Funeral services were conducted in Lincoln 
by Pastor E. C. Hansen on July 22. : 
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Pastor E. Pett 


vat Pastor Pett died on January 18, 1948 at Dubuque, Iowa, where he had 
made his home since his retirement. Funeral services were held in St. 
John’s Lutheran Church at Dubuque on January 20 by Pastor W. P. Sand- 
rock. Notice of the death of Pastor Pett came too late to have Synod 
he : represented. at his funeral. 


7 
— 


or Pastor Ernest Thomas 


Pastor Thomas was called to rest on January 21, 1948 in the hospital | 
at Ellsworth, Kansas, where he had been taken on January Sth Funeral 2 


services were held in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Russell, Kansas, on a 
R. January 25th. Pastor J. Schrader, D. D. and the President of Synod 2 
officiated at the Services. Interment was made at Gretna, Nebraska. I 
ry | For the life and, service of these our departed brethren, we are | 
' grateful. We convey our deep sympathy the bereaved, and commend 
them to the love and care of our Heavenly Pether. 
of 
ANNIVERSARIES. 
On September 21, 1947, St. John’s Lutheran Church at Auburn, com- 
memorated the 80th anniversary of the corner-stone laying of the “Old 1 
as, Stone Church”, which now serves as a parish house. It was also the 40th 
of anniversary of the ordination of the Pastor, Rev. G. K. Wiencke, D. D. 
— and his 70th birthday. The pastors, Hugo Welchert, F. W. Nolte and the 
ae President of Synod had part in this service. 
W The Christ's Lutheran Church in Wisner, Rev. Henning B. Pearson, * 
* pastor observed the 50th anniversary of its organization on September 
‘id 28th, 1947. This was also the occasion of the dedication of a new Hammond 
electric organ. The pastors, Karl Koenig and your president spoke at this 
Service and pastors, F. Ollendorf and P. O. Spehr Jr. sons of former 
n- pastors brought greetings to the. congregation. 
On March 20, 1948, Trinity Lutheran Church in Columbus celébrited 
2 its 20th anniversary. The local pastor, Rev. Carl Goldenstein and «the 
in pastors Hugo Welchert and Herman Goede had part in the Services. ry 
he St. Paul's church in Blue Hill, Rev. J. N. Marxen, Pastor celebrated 
its golden anniversary on May 16th, 1948. The pastors, C. Goede, Herman 
Goede and your president spoke at the anniversary Services. 1 
CORNER-STONE LAYING 
On July 6, 1947, Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church in Wayne held the 
ha Service for Laying the Corner-stone of their new church, with the service 4 
in conducted by their pastor S. K. de Freese. Pastor J. Schrader, D. D. 
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DEDICATIONS 


By On October 26, 1947, the St. John’s congregation at Columbus, with 
| their pastor, Rev. Wm. Goede, dedicated their new parsonage. Work on 
. the new parsonage began on June 16, 1947 and was completed in four 
| months. The new one story and a half house is 36 x 28 feet with a six 
| foot wing, has seven rooms, two bath rooms and a full basement. It is 
modern in every way with an automatic oil furnace, water heater and 
complete wiring and plumbing. It is finished. in brick veneer to harmonize 
ae with the church. Total cost in cash was $10,600.00 plus building materials 
te from the old parsonage and donated labor. Speakers at the occasion were 
f the pastors Frederick Weisenborn and Grant Van Boening. . 


Lutheran Church at Gering, Nebraska, Rev. T. Schmunk pastor, 
_ dedicated their beautiful church on September 28th, 1947, with pastor’ 
1 Martin Schroeder, D. D. representing Synod at the Service of dedication. 
| The church was completely re-built, using only the frame-work of the 

old church. Total cost was $19,000.00 in cash, with the labor cheerfully 


donated. 
2 4 The St. John’s Lutheran Church in Schuyler dedicated their new 
| fii parsonage on December 7th, 1947 with their Pastor, Rev. Grant Van 
Boening in charge of the dedication service. The parsonage is a six room 
1 + bungalow type home complete and modern with a full basement, covered 
9 : throughout with asbestos shingles. 


; On July 6, 1947, the new electric Hammond organ of St. Paul’s 
ot church in Diller was dedicated, with the local pastor Rev. Theodore 
Moehring in charge of the Services. Pastor H. J. Diekhoff was the speaker. 


4 


On April 25, 1948, St. Paul’s Church at Linn, Kansas, the Rev. 

Harvey Bernhardt pastor, held services of rededication for their church. 

| 4 The Church has been enlarged with an addition to the East and a full 

he My basement and has been completely redecorated. The pastors, R. Moehring, 
. F. O. Spehr Sr. and the president of Synod spoke at the service. 


OTHER CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS 


St. John’s, Lipscomb, Texas. The parsonage was enlarged, remodeled and 
modernized during 1947, including a propane gas system, gas stoves for 
heating* and cooking purposes purchased as permanent equipment. Cost of 
materials was $2650, of which $435 was contributed by the Ladies Aid. At 
least $2600 worth of labor was donated by members of the congregation. 


St. Paul’s Hooper, spent about $3000 on improvements, which includes 


a new garage, painting of the parsonage and a new 16 MM R.C.A. Sound 
projector. 


the purchased new chancel and aisle rugs and robes for 
oir, 


First Lutheran, Oklahoma City is busy roperty ; 
4 * cleaning and painting the outside, put ag in a new and — — 
and sanctuary, a large art window above the altar, new rugs and kneeling 
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benches. Estimated cost is $10,000. $600 was spent on the electrification " 
of the organ. $4,000 or more was used for a new roof on the church and - 3 


$850 on the interior of the parsonage. 
St. Peter's, Pender purchased a new Electric Estey Reed Organ, N 
installed stained glass windows and refinished the interior of the Church 4 


at a cost of $2500. 


Messiah, Grand Island redecorated and partly remodeled their entire 
church, including the basement. New light fixtures, chancel rugs 9 new 
Organ were purchased. Total cost was $6150. f 
St. Paul’s, Northboro, Iowa completely redecorated the interior of | 
their parsonage. 
St. Paul's, Linn, Kansas spent over $8500 cash plus donated labor in | 
enlarging and redecorating their Church. This included an addition to the 5 


Church, a new basement, new floors, pews, chancel rugs, light fixtures and 
basement furnishings. 


St. Paul's, Wisner purchased an electric organ, new aisle rugs, candel- 
abra, offering plates, missal stand and candle lighter, and refinished the 
floor in their church. The parsonage was also insulated and redecorated at a 


total cost of over $3600. 4 
Christ Lutheran, Ellis, installed a new Baldwin organ and improved the . 


church basement at a total cost of $3900. 0 
ul’s 
ore Frieden’s, Home, Kansas spent over $1000 for a new gas heating plant 90 
dor. in the church and in redecorating the parsonage. 2 
av. ö Salem, Fontanelle, improved the church by installing a new furnace, and 3 
painted the parsonage at a total cost of $2075. 4 
all 
ng, , 
RETIREMENTS 


On September 30, 1947, Pastor F. C. Schuldt, D. D. entered into 2 | 
N retirement, after a faithful ministry of over 41 years in our Synod. | 


nd Pastor W. O. Zahlis retired from active duty in July of this year. 1 
Of the forty one years spent in the ministry, he served nine years at . 
of Wakeeney, Kansas. 


At ö Pastor M. A. Jensen, who supplied the Norfolk congregation several 
years after he had retired, had to relinquish his duties there on November 


es 30, 1947, because of his health. 

nd Pastor Ernest Walter, D. D. has resigned his pastorate at Immanuel 
é Church, Hastings, effective the last week in June, to enter into retirement. 

or He has served in our Synod for over fifty years. Twenty three years he served 


as superintendent of Tabitha Home in Lincoln. 
For the faithful service rendered to The Church by these our brethren, 


y; 
el we are duly thankful. May our Lord and Saviour continue to bless them with 
E His abiding presence in the years that lie ahead of them. 1 
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OTHER MATTERS OF INTEREST 


Pastor F. Rabe, D. D. reported that the St. John’s congregation in 
Lincoln has sold the church and parsonage to liquidate the debt of the 
congregation to the Board of American Missions. Dr. Rabe, age 85, our 
oldest pastor in Synod, continues holding services in his home, every other 
week, 


Your president received a transfer of the St. Paul’s English Lutheran 
Church, Hildreth, Nebraska, from President J. Hershey of the Nebraska 
Synod, dated October 23rd, 1947. 


(Cf. report of Executive Committee, item 7.) 


| Pastor M. A. Ritzen, D. D. was appointed as the Synodical repre- 
sentative to the Nebraska Committee of the Christian Rural Overseas 
Program. He was later chosen as chairman of the Nebraska Committee. 
Pastor. Warren Churchill was appointed to a like committee in Kansas. 
Pastor Werner Welchert was appointed to represent Synod on the Lutheran 
Student Foundation at Lincoln. The Pastors Ralph Ritzen and R. L. Jobman 
were appointed to the Parish Education Committee, as representatives of the 
Sunday School Associations, and Pastor A. B. Lentz as Pension Secretary. 


Pastor H. J. Diekhoff represented Synod at the Convention of the 
Central District of the American Lutheran Church and brought official 
greetings, by authorization of your President. The president of Synod 


brought the Fraternal Greetings of Synod to the Nebraska and Kansas 
Synods at their annual conventions. 


Other meetings attended by your President as an official of Synod 
include: A meeting of the Town and Country Committee of the Division 
of American Missions of the National Lutheran Council, to set up programs 
for Rural Church Meetings in Nebraska. Ten such meetings were held 
in the state from October 20 to 31st. A meeting of Synodical Presidents 
and Pension Committees, with Thomas L. Cline of the Board of Ministerial 
Pensions and Relief, July 15, in Chicago. Lutheran World Action Meeting 
in Chicago, November 24-25. The Rural Institute conducted by the Division 
of Survey and Research of the Board of American Missions, of the ULCA. 
February 18-19 at Columbus, Ohio. A Meeting of Synodical Presidents, with 
Dr. Wickey, held in Omaha, December 17 for the purpose of working out 


details of the constitution of the proposed “Central Lutheran Theological 
Seminary”. 


The various standing committees: of Synod were conferred with by 
your President, either in person or by correspondence. He has offered 
his services to the Committee on Ministry in carrying out a recruiting 
program for Students for the Ministry. The Committee on Social Missions 
was requested to study the matter of having the program of Evangelism 
presented in our Synod as soon as possible. The matter of “Special Gifts” 
to foreign fields was referred to the Committee on Foreign Missions. The 
Parish Education Committee was asked to give special attention to promoting 
Vacation Bible Schools, longer periods of catechetical instruction and 
The Children of The Church. The Committee on Lutheran Student Work was 
requested to give recognition to all work done within the territory of 
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Synod among Lutheran students in non-Lutheran colleges and Universities. 


Synod rejoices in the fact, that on September 16, 1947 one of the 
young women of our Synod, Miss Elaine Wagner, Hooper, Nebraska, was 
commissioned as a Foreign Missionary. The commissioning service was 
held in connection with the convention of the Women’s Missionary Society, 
held at St. Paul’s church at Hooper. Miss Wagner is now serving in our 
Foreign Mission Field in British Guiana. May the Lord who chose her 
and ordained her, also remain with her, that the work she does may bear 
much fruit in His Kingdom. 


Pastor R. R. Syre, is on leave from his duties as Professor at Western 
Seminary and is taking advanced work at the University of Nebraska for 
the degree of Ph. D. 


IN CONCLUSION 


As I close this annual report, I want to thank you of the Synod 
for the splendid cooperation and support given me. I want to thank 
the various committees and especially the Executive committee who have 
assisted me in carrying out the duties of this office. Especially do I want 
to pause for a sincere expression of gratitude to the Lord of the Church 
for his strength to carry out the work as your president. Without Him we 
can do nothing. The task of being president has been new to me. I realize 
that I have often made mistakes in trying to fulfill the duties to the best 
of my abilities. For your patience, with my re A I am indeed 
grateful. 


ment to all of us to continue to press forward to greater and more devout 
service to our Lord and Master. Christ will continue to lead us forward, 
if we place our trust completely in Him and consecrate our lives unto His 
work, 

This year, Synod will determine, by its vote on the proposed change 


in the Constitution, if it wishes to make the office of a full-time president 
a permanent office. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
Your President recommends: 


1. That we give heartfelt gratitude to Almighty God for His goodness 
to us during the past year and for His blessings and His strength which 
have made possible the things we have done for His glory and His Kingdom, 
and that the Chaplain the Convention be asked to offer special prayers 
of thanksgiving. 


2. That n rs and congregations be urged to enter whole 
heartedly into the P of Evangelism as proposed by the Committee on 
Social Missions. 


3. That we urge all pastors and congregations to conduct Vacation 
Bible Schools, and where possible, to promote Children of the Church, 
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Luther League, Leadership Training classes and adult educational program. 


4. That all members of Synod continue to cooperate with the Steward. 
ship Committee in reaching its goals, particularly in reaching our Lutheran 
World Action goals by June of this year and raising the double apportion- 
ment in 1943. 


5. Whereas, the Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church in 
America has requested us to give favorable consideration to the most 
effective use of delegates and visitors, to the ULCA. Convention, in 
post-convention reporting and to appoint a person whose responsibility 
it will be to make the necessary preparation for such reporting. 


We recommend that the Stewardship Committee be given the responsi- 
bility of making arrangements for post-convention reporting, to fit in with 
their regular Stewardship program, and that the expenses of the reporters 
be assumed by Synod. 


6. That the Convention Chaplain be requested to offer special prayers 


for Divine help, during the coming year, especially in the fields of Steward- 
ship, Evangelism and Christian Education. 


7. That pastors and congregations of our Synod in Nebraska cooperate 
in the proposed survey, by the Governor’s Committee on Displaced 
Persons, to discover how many such Displaced Persons from Europe might 
be taken care of in Nebraska, and that Synod assume its share of the 


expenses of the survey, (total estimated cost around $300.00, to be divided 
among all church bodies in Nebraska. ) 


Lorin John Wolff 
Recommendations 1 and 6 were adopted. 
Dr. J. Schrader, convention chaplain, led in prayer. 
The report was referred to the Committee on President’s Report. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
(Presented by Pastor Hugo H. F. Welchert) 


The Executive Board of Synod met seven times during the synodical 
year for regular meetings and once for a special meeting. 
May 30, 1947 at Westboro, Missouri 
June 24, 1947 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
August 13, 1947 at Fremont, Nebraska 
November 12, 1947 at Lincoln, Nebraska . 
January 19, 1948 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
February 26, 1948 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
April 9, 1948 at Lincoln, Nebraska | 
Special meeting January 22, 1948 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
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ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND APPROVAL 


1. It was the decision of the Executive Board that the full-time 
President of Synod establish, if possible, his residence in Lincoln, Nebraska. 


2. A Personnel Committee was established within the Executive Board. 


3. In as much as one of the responsibilities of the full-time president 
is that of promoting Stewardship, the President was appointed Stewardship 
Chairman, 


4. A loan of $1000.00 taken out of the Emergency Revolving Fund was 
granted for one year at the rate of 1% interest to St. John’s Lutheran * 
Church, Norfolk, Nebraska. 4 


5. It is the interpretation of the Executive Board with reference to ¥ 
Article II of the By-Laws of the Constitution of the Midwest Synod that 1 
members of the Executive Board are eligible to serve on Special Committees, 1 
but not on Standing Committees. 1 


6. The following appointments were made: 
Worship Committee: Pastors E. C. Hansen, Paul Moessner 
Committee on Ministry: Pastor R. R. Syre 


Parish Education: Pastor R. Moehring 1 
Committee on Publications: Pastor E. J. Amend ot 
Midland Assembly: Pastor Lorin J. Wolff 
Representative to Synodical Womens Missionary Society: Pastor : 
W. F. Churchill 


Lutheran World Action: Pastor Harvey Bernhardt 
Committee on Oklahoma Holdings: Mr. Karl Friedeman. 


7. At a joint meeting of the Executive Committee of the Nebraska ? 
Synod and the Executive Board of the Midwest Synod it was agreed upon 
that St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Hildreth, Nebraska would be granted a i 
transfer by the Nebraska Synod to the Midwest Synod and that one-half of | 
all apportionment benevolences received during 1947 from the merged St. 
Paul’s and St. Peter’s Congregations at Hildreth be sent to the Nebraska 


Synod. 
8. The item on the 1947 and 1948 Synodical Budget for the office 
of full-time president was allocated as follows: : 


4 4 


Salary 4 $3,250.00 | 
Pension 149.50 
Expenses 620.50 
TOTAL $4,500.00. * 
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9. The moving of the Synodical Archive to a basement room in the 
Nazareth building of Tabitha Home Lincoln, Nebraska was authorized. 


10. The Treasurer was authorized to pay the expenses of the Enlarged 
Stewardship Committee out of available funds. 


11. A down payment of $5000.00 was received from the Board of 
Publication for the sale of inventory of the Lutheran Literary Board. 
This amount was placed in the Emergency Revolving Fund. Three notes of 
$2500.00 each, payable September 1, 1948, 1949 and 1950 were received 


from the Board of Publication. 


12. The Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. was asked to transmit the 


request of Synod, as contained in resolution 13 page 94 of 1947 Proceedings, 


to the Boards and Agencies involved. 


13. Synod received $3300.00 from the sale of the Lamar, Colorado 
church property. This amount was turned over to the Synedical Board of 
Home Missions for church extension, with the understanding that all legal 
expenses involved in the sale of this property be paid out of this sum. 


14. Sixty replies were received in answer to a letter of inquiry with 
reference to the buying of a home for the Synodical president. Of these 
56 were in favor of an outright purchase of a home, 2 suggested buying on 
installments, and 2 suggested that we wait until Synod meets. 


On the basis of this response the Executive Board constituted itself 
as a purchasing committee. 


The first day spent in looking over homes sent the Purchasing Com- 
mittee on its way without accomplishing anything. All homes seen that day, 
with the exception of one, 1812 D. Street, were either badly in need of 
repair, inadequate for a president’s home or in a poor location. 


| January 22 the Purchasing Committee was called to Lincoln to continue 
its work. Two qualified laymen were invited to join the Committee. After 
looking over a number of houses the committee returned to the home on 


1812 D. Street. The laymen registered great interest because of the quality 
and condition of the house. 


The committee was pressed for time since a buyer who has second 
chance was anxious to sign a contract with the owner. No salesman was 
present to urge or influence the committee. The owner was indifferent for 
he had a second buyer. Three members voted in favor of the purchase of 
this home after careful deliberation. Conscientious and truthworthy laymen 
in our Synod stated they would vote in favor of the purchase. The house 
itself led us to feel that we were investing Synod’s money to the best of 
our ability and in the best interest of Synod. 


The home was bought for $13,500.00. Payment was financed as follows: 
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Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 


Receipts: 
From Emergency Revolving Fund $ 3,200.00 
Sale of Inventory of Lutheran Literary Board... 5,000.00 
Synods Funds, surplus balance 2,800.00 
CASH TOTALS $11,000.00 
Loan from First State Bank at Johnson, Nebraska $ 2,500.00 
TOTAL AMOUNTS $13,500.00 
Disbursements: . 
Down payment on contract $ 1,000.00 
Payment of balance on purchase of Wai — 12,500.00 
TOTAL AMOUNTS 18,00. 00 


* 

15. The Executive Board went on record as being favorably inclined 
to the suggestion offered by the Committee on Oklahoma Holdings that the 
land be turned over to the Stillwater Congregation. 


16. The Executive Board went on record as favoring the relocating 
of the Havelock Lutheran Church. 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO SYNOD 


1. That our Synodical Apportionment be calculated on the same basis, 
with reference to the year, as used by U. L. C. A. in establishing its appr. 
tionment figures. 


II. Whereas our Constitution states very plainly that all Pastors 


shall attend all sessions of Synod and Conference (See Article IX, A. 
Ministers, 11); and 


Whereas “repeated absence without valid excuse shall subject the 
absentee to discipline”; and 


Whereas some of the Brethren have been repeatedly absent without 
excuse; and 


Whereas the President desires guidance in applying discipline for 
failure to attend sessions of Synod and Conference; 


We, the Executive Board, recommend that Synod adopt the following 


„as a standing rule in the disciplining of Pastors absent from Synod or 


Conference without excuse: 


1. The President shall admonish those brethren who are 
absent from Synod or Conference twice without adequate excuse. 


2. He shall censure them privately after the third consecu- 
tive absence without adequate excuse. 
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3. He shall admonish publicly before a session of the 
Ministerium in the event of a fourth unexcused absence. 


4. He shall censure before the session of Synod in the event 
of a fifth consecutive unexcused absence. 


(Steps 1-4 inc, are in accordance with Article XI Section 2— 
Penalties, 1, a and b.) 


5. In the event of further intransigence, the President may 
after the seventh inexcused absence report the matter to the 
next annual meeting of the Ministerium in accordance with Article 
XI, Section 3—Processes Against a Minister, A, 3, and C, with the 
purpose of determining the guilt of the accused and the Penalty to 
be imposed. Authority for such procedure rests in Article XI 
Discipline, Section I—Offences, e, which reads: “Willful disregard 
and violation of the Constitution, authority and resolutions of the 


Synod,” 


A Pastor, absent without excuse from more than one third of 
the sessions of Synod shall be considered as having failed to attend 
convention. In the case of conferences, the limit shall be one half 
of the sessions. 


¢ We call your attention, brethren, to the fact that we are 
„many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say unto 
the hand, I have no need of thee, nor again the head to the feet, 
I have no need of you.” And let us not forget that the head of this 
body of which you and I are members is Christ. “Now ye are the 
body of Christ, and members in particular.” I Cor. 12:20, 21 & 27. 


On Work With Other Lutheran Synods and Bodies 


III Whereas our Lord Jesus Christ was deeply concerned about unity 
— followers, praying on the night of His betrayal that they may 
one”; and 


Whereas there is a definite trend toward unity and union among the 
Lutheran Bodies; and 


Whereas there isa serious shortage of pastors with many fields white 
unto the harvest; and N 


Whereas many smaller congregations are struggling to meet their 
current and benevolent obligations; and 


Whereas cooperation between, pa even consolidation of „ 
churches would make for greater efficiency in the work of the — 


Be it resolved that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
go on record as favoring cooperation with other Lutheran Bodies where the 
Kingdom of God would be obviously furthered by such cooperation. 


On Change of By-Laws Relating To Boards and Committees 


IV. That Article II, Boards and Committees, of ‘ 
33) be stricken and the following substituted: 7 oe 
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ARTICLE 11 
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES A 


1. The Executive Board shal] nominate all members of all 
standing boards and committees and shall present such nominations * 
to Synod for approval. It shall also appoint all members of special 
committees created by resolution of Synod or by the Executive 4 
Board. 

2. The standing Boards and Committees shall be: 


A. Intra-Synodical Boards and Committees 
\ 1. Committee on the Ministry # 4 
2. Board of Home Missions 8 
3. Committee on Evangelism 
Committee on Stewardship 


4. 
5. Committee on New Congregations and Congregational 


6. Committee on Conference Protocol 
7. Committee on Publicity 


The Secretaries of the Conferences shall always be 
the Committee on Conference Protocol. 


The Committee on Publicity shall include the Presi- 
dent and the Editor of the Midwest Lutheran. 0 


Members of Intra-Synodical Committees shall serve 
for a term of three years. They shall not be eligible to 
serve for more than two consecutive terms. 


With the exception of the President, the other mem- 
bers of the Executive Board shall not be eligible to serve 
on Intra-Synodical Committees. 


1. Trustees of Midland Colleges 

| 2. Trustees of Central Lutheran Seminary 

ler = 8. Directors of Tabitha Home 
4. 
5 
6 


1 Directors of Lutheran Literary Board > 
yr | Committee on Lutheran Student Work 
Committee on Inter-Synodical Lutheran Welfare 1 
Work 
7. Representative to Midland Assembly 
The length of term shall be determined by the board 
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or committee on which the appointee serves. 


Members of Inter-Synodical Boards and Committees J 
shall not be eligible to serve more than two consecutive 
terms. 


All pastors of Synod, regardless of what other office 
or position they hold, may be eligible to serve on Inter- 
Synodical Boards and Committees. 


Committees on Parish Life and Work 
Parish Education Committee 
The Representative to the Women’s Missionary Society 
The Representative to the Brotherhood 

Two Representatives to the Luther League 
The Secretary for Foreign Missions 

The Secretary for Social Missions 

The Secretary for Deaconess Work 


Members of Committees on Parish Life and Work 
shall serve for a term of three years. They shall not be 
eligible to serve for more than two consecutive terms. 


Executive Board members and members of Intra- 
Synodical Committees and Boards shall not be eligible to 
serve on Committees on Parish Life and Work. 


The Parish Education Committee shall consist of 


four members, one member from each Conference and a 
mempber-at-large. 


The members of the Parish Education Committee 
shall be the official representatives of Synod to their 
respective Sunday School associations. 


The above named Committees shall constitute the 
“Parish Education Cabinet”. The member-at-large of the 


Parish Education Committee shall be the Chairman of the 
“Parish Education Cabinet“ 


All itineraries of missionaries and national secre- 
taries and officials, as well as other speakers sent out by 
national boards, shall be cleared through the Parish Edu- 
cation Cabinet. Members of other committees or boards 


may call on the Parish Education Cabinet to assist them 
in promoting their several causes. 


3. The Special Committees shall include the following: 


(1) 
(2) 


Committee on Oklahoma Holdings 
Committee on the History of Synod 
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(3) Directors of Lutheran World Action 

(4) Committee on Worship 

(5) Committee on Circulation of the Lutheran 
(6) Committee on Publications. 


The length of term shall be at the discretion of the 
Executive Board. There shall be no limit to the number of 
consecutive terms. 


All pastors and laymen of Synod are eligible to serve on 
Special Committees. 


4. The duties of various boards and committees, where not 
specifically stated, shall be those naturally indicated in the title of the 
board or committee, with such limitations or special assignments as may 
be provided in the Constitution, By-Laws, or resolutions of Synod. 


5. A pastor or layman filling out an unexpired term of office on 
any board or committee shal! be eligible, in addition, to serve the desig- 
nated number of consecutive terms of the board or committee to which 
he has been appointed. 


6. The Executive Board shall not necessaiily feel constrained to 
nominate a member to a second term, even though that member were 
eligible. 


7. The Executive Board shall include in the Pre-Convention 
Bulletin the list of nominations for the vacancies on the various boards 
and committees and special committees. 


8. The President shall appoint the following Convention Com- 
mittees: | 


(1) Committee on Credentials 

(2) Committee on Reference and Counsel 

(3) Committee on President’s Report 

(4) Committee on Protocol and Secretary’s Report 
(5) Committee on Audit of Treasurer’s Report 
(6) Committee on Statistical Secretary’s Report 
(7) Committee on Executive Board’s Report 


(8) Committee on Resolutions : 
(9) Committee on Letters and Communications 
(10) Committee on Leave of Absence and Excuses 


(11) Committee on Audit of Report of Business Manager of 
Midwest Lutheran 


(12) Committee of Tellers for Elections Rad 
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(14). Committee to nominate lay delegates to the Biennial 
Convention of the United Latheran Church in 
America 


The Committee to nominate lay- members of the Execu- 
tive Board shall consist of two pastors and two laymen and 
shall make at least four nominations. 


The Committee to nominate lay-delegates to the U. L. C. A. 
Convention shall consist of three pastors and three laymen. 
They shall make at least 12 nominations. 


The Committee on Reference and Counsel shall consist of 
the Vice-President and Statistical Secretary. This committee, 
also known as the Steering Committee, shall be responsible 
for the program of the convention of Synod subject to the 
approval of the Executive Board. Representatives of Church 
Boards, organizations and other individuals desiring to 
introduce items of new business not on the program of the 
convention, shall make their request for a hearing to this 
Committee. 


The Committees on Protocol and Secretary’s Report, on 
Audit of Treasurer's Report, and on Statistical Secretary’s 
Report shall be appointed in advance of convention of Synod. 
The respective reports shall be in the hands of these committees 
two weeks before convention convenes. 


9. In general, no one, with the exception of the President, may be 
a member of a Board or Committee which employs him or benefits him 
in any way. 
NOTE: above suggested change in the By-Laws has been submitted 
in writing and been signed by 12 members of Synod. ~  . 
V. That the Following Budget Be Adopted For 1948 
Synodical Home Missions $ 3,500.00 15.45% 
Midland College . 6,000.00 26.5 % 
Beneficiary Education 1,300.00 5.74% 
. Latheran Student Work 300.00 1.32% 
Tabitha Home 1,200.00 5.3 % 
Social Missions 1,300.00 5.74% 
1. $ 800.00 Synodical Relief | 
2. 500.00 Lutheran Welfare Work 
Synodical Paper 800.00 3.53% 
Synodical Stewardship 600.00 2.64% 
Synodical Treasury 8,000.00 13.25% 


Office of Full-time President 4,650.00 20.53% 


(18) Committee to nominate lay members of the Executive 7 
Board 
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TOTAL 


422,650.00 100.00 % 


VI. That Synod raise $1600.00 for the Family and Child Care Depart- 
ment of the Lutheran Welfare Council by appealing to our Sunday Schools; 


and that the Parish Education Committee be requested to promote this 
VII. That the Following Budget be Adopted For 1949 
Synodical Home Missions $ 4,500.00 16. % 
Midland College 6,500.00 23.15 % 
Central Lutheran Seminary 1,500.00 5.35 % 
Beneficiary Education 1,200.00 4.29% 
Lutheran Student Work . 450.00 1.6 % 
Tabitha Home 1,200.00 4.29% 
Social Missions 3,300.00 11.76% 
1. $ 900.00 Synodical Relief ae 
2. 500.00 Lutheran Welfare Work 4 
8. 1,600.00 Family and Child Care 
4. 300.00 Evangelism 
‘Synodical Paper 800.00 2.85% 
Stewardship 950.00 8.38% 
Synodical Treasury 2,600.00 9.27% 
President’s Office 5,000.00 17.8 % 
1. 33,500.00 Salary 
2. 739.00 Expenses 
3. 161.00 Pension 
4. 600.00 Rent 
Parish Education 75.00 271% 


TOTAL ee 28,075.00 100.00 % 
$24,675.00 Midwest Synod $2.55 per capita 
37,650.00 | U. L. C. A. 3.40 per capita 
$62,325.00 $5.95 per capita 


Respectfully submitted, 
Your Executive Board 
Hugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary 


The report was referred to the Committee on Executive Board’s Report. 
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7 1. $3,200.00 Salary | j 
2. 700.00 Expenses 
8. 150.00 Pension 
4. 600.00 Rent 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
(Presented by Pastor Hugo H. F. Weichert) 


Your secretary attended all Executive Board meetings, and did the 


usual secretarial work for the Synod and the Executive Board. 


1. 1200 copies of the 1947 minutes of Synod were printed at the 
Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska, at a cost of .$716.43. 


2. Sent to the pastors of Synod a letter of inquiry regarding the 
purchase of a home for the synodical president. se 


3. Together with the vice-president of Synod, sent to the pastors of 
Synod an informative letter regarding the purchase of a home for the synodi- 
cal president. | 


4. Sent out the convention bulletin and blanks for “the listing ‘of 
officers of congregations and auxiliaries. ? 


Your attention is called to the following proposed amendments to the 
Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran. Church in America, moved and presented in writing with the 
required number of signatures at a previous regular annual meeting: 


I. That Article VI, Section 1, paragraph 1 be amended by 
omitting the word and“ which appears before the words Statistical 
Secretary and by inserting the words, “and two laymen elected at the 
regular conventions of Synod” after the words Statistical Secretary, so 
that the entire paragraph will then read as follows: 


The Executive Board of Synod shall consist of the Synod’s President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Statistical Secretary, and two laymen 
elected at the regular conventions of Synod. They as Trustees, shall represent 
the Synod at all legal proceedings. 


II. That Article III, paragraph 2 be amended by inserting the 
words “except that of President” between the words “officer” and 
“shall” and by/inserting the word Synodical“ between the words “one” 
and year“ and by omitting the last sentence, so that the paragraph 
would then, read: The term of office of all, officers, except that of 


President, shall be for one Synodical year or shall end with the election 
of a successor. 


III. That Article III, Section 1, paragraph 1, be amended by 
omitting the paragraph as it now reads, “The term of office of the 
President shall begin on the day of his election,” and adopting the 
following as paragraph 1: The term of the office of the President shall 
be three years. His term of office shall begin three months after his 


election. His eligibility to the office shall be limited to three successive 
terms. 


IV. That the following be added as to Article III, Section 1, 
paragraph 9: In the event that Synod is not employing a Synodical 
Missionary Superintendent (cf. Article VI, Section 2, paragraph 4) the 
President of Syncd shall also function as Field Missionary. 
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Your attention is called to the following amendments to the By-Laws 
of the Constitution, submitted in writing and signed by 12 members of 
Synod: | 


I. That Article II, Section 4, Paragraph 1, be amended to read 
as follows: The Executive Committee shall be the Board of Trustees 
of Synod. 


II. That Article XI, the first paragraph, be amended to read 
as follows: The Executive Board shall annually set up a budget which 
shall include the apportionment to the U. L. C. A. The synodical budget 
shall be a preferred account only in case its portion of the budget 
is not sufficient to cover its needs. 


Recommendation: 


Whereas the Convention Bulletin contains practically all that appears 
in the final printed minutes of Synod, with the exception of changes as 
made by Synod in convention; and 


Whereas the printing company can lay aside the plates of the Con- 
vention Bulletin and make necessary changes for the printed minutes making 
it possible for the minutes to be sent out much sooner, with no great 
additional expense; 


Your secretary recommends that in the future the Convention Bulletin 
be printed instead of mimeographed. 


All reports would then have to be in the hands of the secretary at least 
two months before convention time. 


Your secretary herewith formally presents to the secretary of records 
in the archive a printed copy of the minutes of Synod for 1947, which, after 
examination and correction by the Committee on Protocol, and approval by 
Synod, shall be the official minutes of Synod for 1947. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Hugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary 


The report was referred to the Committee on Protocol and Secretary’s 
Report. 


The Treasurer presented his report and expressed words of gratitude 
to our Lord for His abundant blessings, and to the pastors for their constant 
and great interest in benevolence. 
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THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
TREASURER’S REPORT 


January 15, 1947 to January 10, 1948 
BALANCE SHEET 


RECEIPTS 


Cash Balance on Hand....$ 8,304.23 
Benevolence received. 108,343.15 
Various receipts .......... 239.99 
Women’s Miss’y Soc’y 
for Lindy Mission 
Inventory sale of Liter- 
ary Board, down 

payment 

- RECEIVED 
TOTAL AMOUNTS 117,487.37 


January 10, 1948 


5,000.00 


DISBURSEMENTS 


To United Lutheran 

Church Funds ...$ 59,325.20 
Midwest Synod Funds — 45,655.85 
Loan to congregation at 


Norfolk, Nebraska 1,000.00 
DISBURSED 
TOTAL AMOUNTS 105,981.05 
Balance 11,506.32 
$117,487.37 


Cash Balance in Bank and on Hand $11,506.32 


STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
January 15, 1947 to January 10, 1948 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


BECEIPTS 
Amount Total MENTS Jan. 10,1948 

For Apportionment: $24,300.00 $24,300.00 $ — 

For Specials: 
Foreign Missions . $ 1,873.43 1,873.43 — 
American Missions 25.00 25.00 — 
C. P. S. Camps 00 20.00 
Deaconess Work , 26.07 26.07 
Ministerial Pension & Relief 207.50 207.00 & 

Nat'l Lutheran Council: 

Rural Work 20.00 20.00 — 
Luth. Student Work U of N 175.00 175.00 — 
American Bible Soc’y ........ 69.72 69.72 — 
Children of the Church 32.50 : 82.50 — 
Lutheran World Action 30,896.51 " $0,896.51 4 
Lutheran World Relief ...... 1,679.92 1,679.47 


All Specials Total 


$35,025.65 


4 
a 
TOTAL AMOU NTS 59,326.68 $59,925.20 45⁵ 
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MIDWEST SYNOD FUNDS 
For Syuodical Home Missions: . 
Balance on Hand $ 1,358.27 .. 
) Specials, designated 102.49 
N. E. S. School 25.00 
Syn. Women’s Miss. Soc’y. 
for Lindy Mission 600.00 
es Totals $ 4,205.00 $ 2,878.00 $1,332.00) | 
For Midland College: 1 
Balance on Hand 556.65 
Budget 4,594.75 7 
Specials (designated 55.25 
Totals $ 4,650.00 $ 4,660.0 
Midland Campaign Fund 10,817.54 10,817.54 
| 1 For Benéficiary Education: 
Balance on Hand 814.05 
Budget 801.95 
» Brotherhood, Grant for 4 
1 College Students 105.00 7 
Specials 19.00 iy 
* 
| 
1,740.0 $ 1,055.00 $ 685.00 
For Western Luth Seminary 265.00 
ö Chicago Lutheran Seminary 50.00 50.00 1 
Collegen. Wayne, Nebraska 32.00 25.00 7.00 
> Lutheran Student Work, Teacher 1 
For Tabitha Home: | 1 
Balance L..$ 97.76 
Memorials . 920.54 
Building Fund 2,351.00 
Totals .. . 7,060.83 7,060.88 
For Synodical Relief: 
Balance on Hand 2003.06 
Budget 676.94 
41 
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Budget 300.00 
Specials, designated -........... 50.00 : ‘ ntti 
From Midwest Brotherhood.. 300.00 
Totals —4 650.00 650.00 
For The Midwest Lutheran: 4 
Budget 445.64 | 
Subscriptions 216.08 
‘Totals 716.08 586.61 12947 
For Stewardship Committee: 
Balance on Hand 
Budget 354.90 — 
Specials 688.86 — 
Share of expenses by 5 
Board of Pension 1 — — 
| 
Totals . 1,272.85 , 1,246.01 26.84 2 
For Synodical Treasury: 3 
Balance on Hand $ 615.46 — 
Totals 2,908.35 2,689.53 228.82 
For Office of President: * 
Specials, designated ............ — — 
Totals , 2,865.00 2,056.00 809.00 
Nebraska Synod, Apportion- 
ment from St. Peter's 19 
Hildreth, Nebr. ai 452.00 452.000 — 2 
For Women’s Miss. Society 6,585.55 6,585.55 — 
Midwest Luther League 307.5 7 1 
Midwest Brotherhood 147.24 
Kansas Conference 35.00 35.00 
Northern Conference 5.00 5.000 aii 
N. E. S. School Ass’n. 29.62 29.62 
For Aged pastors & their widows 111.50 
Balance on Hane 282.56 } 
321.00 
715.06 
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Christian Rural Overseas Plan S 1,825.00 $ 1,825.00 


CARE and Food Packages | 250.00 250.00 
For The Gideons ..... 58.57 58.57 
The Church of the Deaf 72.98 72.98 
‘Institutions of Mercies 174.80 174.80 
Miscellaneous 148.00 148.00 
Emergency Revolving Fund: 
Balance on Hand 4,242.68 
Loan to Norfolk Ohurch 1,000.00 
Leaves Balance in Fund 33,242.68 
Sale of invent@ry of Lutheran Literary 
Board, down payment 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Midwest Synod Funds Total Amounts . 858,161.72 $46.655.85 $11,505.87 


SUMMARY 
Receipts: 
For United Lutheran Church Funds......$ 59,325.65 
Midwest Synod Funds 58,161.72 
Received, Total Amounts $117,487.37 
Disbursements: 
To United Lutheran Church Funds .. $ 59,325.20 
Midwest Synod Funds 46,655.88 
Disbursed Total Amounts — $105,981.05 
Balance 11,506.32 
$117,487.37 | 
Balance on Hand, January 10, 1948 $11,506.32 
ASSETS 
Note from Norfolk Church $1,000.00 
Notes from United Lutheran Publication House 7,500.00 
Notes Total Amounts $8,500.00 
Property of Synod: 


Synodical Land, 600 acres in Pushmataha Co., Oklahoma. 
1 Lot in Campbell, Nebraska. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gustav K. Wiencke, Treasurer 
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Disbursements Total Amounts $2,056.00 


Balance 809.00 
J $2,865.00 


Balance on Hand, January 10, 1948 $ 809.00 


SYNODICAL TREASURY 
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 
RECEIPTS: 


Balance, January 15, 1947 $ 615.46 
Budget, General Fund $1,667.27. 
Budget, designated 625.62 


2,292.89 
Received, Total Amounts 


DISBURSEMENTS: 


Transportation $ 
Executive Board 


141.90 
Com, on Foreien Missiens * 20.00 
Parish Education 49.50 
Oklahoma Land 26.50 

$ 2387.90 

South Hastings Mission 100.00 
Office of President $ 172.90 
Secretary 28.10 


if o ICE OF-FULL-TIME PRESIDENT 
3 Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements te 4 
RECEIPTS: 
Budget, General Fund 2,229.00 
Budget, designated 490.00 + 
3 Specials for traveling ſ 146.00 Sy 
bie — 
Receipts Total Amount 2,868.00 
DISBURSEMENTS: pr 
Salary for five mon 1, 350.00 
Rent for resid ene ĩũͥẽ)Xuĩ ⁵ ĩ 280.00 
Contributary Pension 50.00 re 
967.98 
Postage & Telephone 28.80 
* 
82,908.38 
7 
: 
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Stat. Secretary 


Moving of Archive 


Treasurer 


Clerical Help & Auditing of books 


Field Secretary, salary bal. 


5 Synod Convention 
Synodical Gratifications 


Bulletin 


Printing of Minutes 


1 Supplies & Stationery 


Postage and Telephone 


k 


Disbursed, Total Amounts 


$ 112.85 


Balance 


Balance on Hand, January 10, 1948 


Congregation 
Auburn, Nebr., St. John 


Bennington, Nebr., St. John * 
Bloomfield, Nebr., St. Mark 
Bloomfield-Lindy, Good Shepherd 
Blue Hill, Nebr., St. Paul 
Chappell, Nebr., Grace 


Columbus, Nebr., Trinity 
Columbus, Nebr., St. John 


Creston, Nebr., St. Peter 


Darrouzett, Texas, St. Paul 


Diller, Nebr., St. Paul 


Diller, Nebr., Zion 


Ellis, Kansas, Christ's 


Emerson, Nebr., St. Paul 


Falls City, Nebr., St. Peter 
Falls City, Nebr., St. John 


— 


$ 218.82 


G. K. Wiencke, Sr., Treasurer 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD 
January 15, 1947 to January 10, 1948 
CASH RECEIPTS OF BENEVOLENCE 


Unappor- Appertion TOTAL 
tioned ment AMOUNTS 
$ 1,028.00 $ 515.00 1,543.00" 
2,270.17 460.74 2,780.91 
1,877.29 218.00 2,095.29 
480.70 $71.37 | 852.07 
682.92 505.90 . 1,188.82 

52.00 | 52.00 
781.88 1,451.06 | 2,232.93 
1,280.50 935.99 | 2,216.49 
1,096.86 834.10 1,980.96 
528.95 530.54 1,059.49 
1,201.04 $91.12 1,592.16 
180.00 96.00 276.00 
1,774.60 1,185.90 2,960.50 
1,021.93 204.00 . 1,225.93 
543.48 243.35 786.83 
162.65 71.65 234.30 


—E— 


˖ 
446.86 
| 
$ 735.98 
pie 
—ñßv71cmg 
| 
$2,908.35 1 
1 
* 
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, Pender, Nebr., St. Mark 


Fontanelle, Nebr., Salem 
Gering, Nebr., Zion 
Glenvil, Nebr., St. Paul 
Gothenburg, Nebr., Zion 
Grand Island, Nebr., Messiah 
Gretna, Nebr. Resurrection — 
Hanover, Kansas, Zion 
Hastings, Nebr., First St. Paul 
Hastings, Nebr., South St. Paul 
Hastings, Nebr., Immanuel | 
Hildreth, Nebr., St. Peter 
Hoisington, Kansas, Immanuel! 
Home, Kansas, Frieden’s 
Hooper, Nebr., Zion 
Hooper, Nebr., St. Paul 
Johnson, Nebr., St. Matthew 
Lanham, Nebr., St. John 
Leigh, Nebr., St. Paul 
Lincoln, Nebr., . Frieden’s 
Lincoln, Nebr., St. John 
Lincoln, Nebr., Havelock Lutheran .... 
Lincoln, Nebr., Rt. 6, Zion 
Linn, Kansas, St. Paul 
Lipscomb, Texas, St. John 
Lodge Pole, Nebr., Immanuel 
Louisville, Nebr., Christ's 
Madison, Nebr., Immanuel 
Norfolk, Nebr., St. John 
Northboro, Iowa, St. Paul 
Ohiowa, Nebr., (town), St. John 
Ohiowa, Nebr., (country), St. John. 
Oklahoma City, First Lutheran 
Otoe, Nebr., St. John 
Papillion, Nebr., Frieden’s 


Pender, Nebr., St. Peter 
Perry, Oklahoma, Zion 
Pierce, Nebr., Ohrist's 
Pilger, Nebr., St. Peter 
Pilger, Cuming Co., St. Peter 
Platte Center, Nebr., Zion 
Pleasant Valley, St. Matthew ......... * 
Russell, Kansas, St. John 
Russell, Kansas, Dreieinigkeit 
Russell, Kansas, Frieden's 
Schuyler, Nebr., St. John 
Scribner, Nebr., St. John 
Scribner, Ridgeley, St. John 
Stanton, Nebr., St. Luke 


Sterling, Nebr., St. John 
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931.75 


581.45 
950.00 
754.08 
387.46 
348.04 


1,925.14. 
241.00 


853.00 
903.53 
615.00 

85.00 
926.60 


1,350.00 


453.67 
169.00 


1,281.00 


138.65 
527.71 
150.00 


1,185.00 


11.95 


545.26 


259.43 
311.20 
389.81 
232.67 
135.10 


2,585.26 


213.00 


1,017.21 


675.00 
201.00 
247.00 
168.54 
431.50 


277.51 
119.05 


2,987.25 


668.00 


466.00 
321.00 
22.00 
52.95 
471.71 


2,643.02 Still 

70,00 Sutt 
1,234.02 Syra 
2,363.40 Tea, 
1,550.08 Ueh 
1,204.97 Wal 
1,389.28 
3,742.72 Wes 

423.50 Wir 
1,101.47 
1,759.78 Wis 
1,252.30 Tut 


227.00 
2,4804 
3,256.51 

$31.44 00 


1,596.43 
2,521.24 
82.00 w. 
439.24 
839.34 0 
425.00 ⁊ Co 
68.45 
953.89 
399.43 
569.20 
1,232.72 
1,076.21 
540.95 
5,619.96 
708.13 
2,525.62 
2,822.59 
841.47 
556.35 
676.84 
961.00 
139.00 
661.01 
261.05 
6,649.55 
906.00 
40.00 
749.76 
1,280.50 
1,554.51 
101.78 
859.21 


1,711.27 
70.00 
652.57 
1,418.40 
25 796.00 
i 817.51 
1,041.24 
1,817.58 
182.50 
| 748.47 
856.25 
637.30 — 
142.00 
1,553.64 
1,906.51 
331.44 
373.16 $26.83" pe 
| 1,427.43 
1,290.24 
82.00 
300.59 
275.00 
609.00 
56.50 
408.57 — 
140.00 
258.00 
842.91 
843.54 
405.85 
3,034.70 
495.13 
1,508.41 
640.47 
309.35 
508.30 
529.50 
139.00 
383.50 
142.00 
8,662.30 
238.00 —— 
40.00 
283.76 
959.50 
| 1,532.51 
| 48.83 
| 
| 


Stillwater, Okla., Salem 291.85 1938.65 488.00 


=) Sutton, Nebr., Zion 192.00 75.00 267.00 
=) Syracuse, Nebr., First Lutheran . 150.00 183.00 333.00 
Tea, So. Dakota, Trinity 387.83 40.82 428.65 
= Uehling, Nebr., St. Paul 368.20 195.00 5863.20 
Wakeeney, Kansas, Zion 574.00 828.00 1,897.00 
Wayne, Nebr., Our Redeemer 884.25 270.00 1,154.25 
©) Westboro, Missouri, St. John 2,110.44 ~~ 1,297.23 3,407.67 
> Winside, Nebr., Trinity 880.53 500.49 1,381.02 
© Wisner, Nebr., Christ's 826.51 667.45 1,493.96 
=) Wisner, Nebr., St. Paul 267.62 192.26 459.88 
Yutan, Nebr., St. John 1,561.05 535.30 2,096.35 
$62,249.20 $40,004.39 
CONGREGATIONAL TOTAL $102,253.59 
| Persopal Contributions $ 200.50 $ 26.50 
Northern Conference 20.00 
N. E. S. S. Association 101.62 
Wi. M. S. Convention Offering 107.64 
1 Midwest Brotherhood: 
Convention Offering 63.30 
For Nebraska Lutheran Welfare 300.00 
‘By “Christmas Fund“ 266.00 
$ 1,089.56 
363,313.26 $40,029.89 
MIDWEST SYNOD TOTAL BENEVOLENCE $103,343.15 
Board of American Missions: For Survey expenses gs 91.49 
| Board of Pension & Relief: For Stewardship Com. expenses 162.50 
+ Synodical Women’s Missienary Soc’y, Lindy Mission Support 600.00 


= United Lutheran Publication House: Down payment due the Mid- 
west Synod on the purchase of inventory of Lutheran Liter- 


ary Board 5,000.00 
Total 4109, 183.14 
January 15, 1947, Cash Balance 8,304.23 


TOTAL RECEIPTS, JANUARY 10, 1948 $117,487.37 
Auburn, Nebraska; January 10, 1948 | 
G. K. Wiencke, Treasurer 


The report was referred to the Committee on Audit of Treasurer’s Report. 
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REPORT OF STATISTICIAN, NECROLOGIST,ARCHIVIST 
(Presented by Pastor E. C. Hansen) 


Last year a report was received from every congregation excepting on. 
This year we miss the reports of five congregations. Two in the Wisner § 


parish, two of the Chappell-Lodgepole parish and one from the congregation 
at Wakeeney. The last three congregations are vacant, but the congregations’ 
secretaries failed to respond to inquiries. 


The losses this year are due mainly to revision of records. But our J 


Synod’s increases in almost every rubric are considerably larger than last 
year. 


Our report this year will show 76 congregations, although Friedens 
Russell, has already been dissolved, leaving us only 76 congregations, This 
is the smallest number of congregations since 1905. 


Of these 48 are using the English language exclusively, one the German 
language exclusively and 28, both the German and English languages. 


2 1946 1947 


Baptised membership 22,095 22,619 
‘Confirmed membership 15,610 15,870 . 
Communing membership 12,810 12,997 
Catechumens 758 802 
Sunday-school members 5,614 5,930 „ 
Men’s Organizations (members) 422 489 
Women’s Organizations (members) 2,807 2,907 
Youth Societies (members) 947 1,256 
Property value $1,249.633.00 $1,549.084.00 
Indebtedness 10,299.00 $3,425.00 
Congregational expenses 263,359.00 $81,236.09 
Apportionment paid 29,466.00 40,005.00 
Unapportionment paid 56,646.00 62,246.00 
Total expenses of congregations 349,471.00 483,487.00 


Communing membership on which apportionment is to be based, is 


11.625. This figure represents the communing membership of synodical 4 


congregations for 1947. 1 


The following items have been added to the synodical archive: Official 
minutes of the synod of the 1946 sessions; obituaries of pastors: Hauptman, 
Pett and Thomas; synodical picture taken at Westboro, Missouri: pamphlet 
of dedication of organ at Diller, Nebraska: 40th anniversary booklet of 


Friedens congregation at Lincoln, Nebraska; ordination certificate of 
Rev. J. Peil, and other materials. 


The synodical archive is temporarily located in Tabitha Home. It 
will bave a permanent home in tne new main building when completed. It 
is hoped that this room, where the archive is to be eventually located. 


can also be used for executive board meetings and meetings for other 
groups of our synod. 


Recommendation: That all reports be properly filled in and be back 
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the hands of the statistician by February let or else he is authorised 
use the figures of the past year for the tardy congregations, and 
jan to write a letter of explanation to the 


E. C. Hansen 


2 The Statistician gave additional interesting statistics on the work und 
ute ot the church. 


. The report was referred to the Committee on Statistical Secretary’s 


Report. 
Synod recessed for the appointment of lay delegates to the convention 
committees. 
Synod reconvened, 
The appointment of committees was adopted. 
The proposed amendménts to the constitution were presented. 
The motion was made and seconded to postpone action on the first 
proposed amendment for one year, and to consider a substitute amendment. 
The motion for a division of the previous motion was carried. 
The motion to postpone action was lost. 
The motion prevailed to adopt the first proposed amendment. 


By motion the 2nd, 3rd and 4th amendments were adopted. 
The proposed emendmente to the By-Laws were presented. 


By motion the first proposed amendment was referred to the Committee 
on Executive Board’s Report. * 


The motion carried to adopt the 2nd amendment, 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORY OF SYNOD 
(Presented by Pastor J. Schrader) 


(See Fifth Session) 


The Session was adjourned, and closed with prayer by the Convention 
Chaplain. 


— — 


| to 
gau 
» secretary of such congregations. 1 
Respectfully submitted, i 
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‘SECOND SESSION _ 
Wednesday morning, May 19, 1948, 8:45 


The morning devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain. 
The Secretary called the roll. 8 


By motion, necessary changes were made in the Order of Busines 
Dr. O. W. Ebright, Dr. R. R. Belter, and Dr. V. Cromer were welcomed 
as advisory members. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. A: Myrom and Mr. U. Harman of Hastings and Mr. 
August Oestman of Johnson were welcomed as guests. 


ado 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE BOARD’S REPORT of 
(Presented by Pastor J. Schrader) . 
Your committee recommends the following: Re 
That items for Information and Approval Nos. 1 to 8 be approved. 

That items for Information and Approval Nos. 9 to 13 be received s 6 

That the action taken in item No. 14 be approved. : — 

That in view of the fact that the minority report, if adopted, would C 

lin 


not change the facts in the case, we ask its author to withdraw the same, or, 
have Synod exclude it from the printed minutes. 


* That items 15 and 16 be received as information. 


On Recommendations to Synod 


“The Executive Committee 
shall be empowered to adjust the laying on of apportionment on congrega- 
tions where the reported communicant membership is at variance with the 
actual number of communicant members.” 


That Item II be approved as presented, except that one-half of unexcused 
absences from sessions at both synod and conference shall be considered as 
complete absence from synod or conference. 


That Item III be approved. : 
That Item IV be approved with the following additions: 
As No. 8 under A“ add “Board of Trustees of Synod” 


As last paragraph under “A” add, “The Executive Board shall be 
the Board of Trustees”. 


¥ 
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That Item V be approved, subject to further reports and possible 


‘changes as recommended by respective committees or representatives. 


That Item VI be approved. 
That Item VII be approved. 


The first five recommendations were adopted. . | 

The first recommendation under Recommendations to Synod was 
adopted. | 

The second recommendation was amended by decreasing the number 
of permitted absences from Synod or Conference by one. It was adopted. 


The motion to adopt the third recommendation was lost. 


The motion to strike recommendation No. III in the Executive Board’s 
Report was lost. | 
The original motion is before the convention. 


Dr. W. Hieronymus presented the work of Midland College and Western 
Seminary. He called attention to the possible double enrollment in institutions 
of higher learning in the future. He emphasized that Midland College and 
Western Seminary must be recognized as institutions of great importance, for 
Christian Higher Education must stem the tide of secularization—the 
living apart from God. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
(Presented by Pastor Lorin J. Wolff) 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 


God has been exceedingly good to Midland in permitting her to serve 
the Church and the youth in this part of the country for 60 years, The 61st 
year has begun on September 8. The spirit of the students and faculty is 
excellent. By general acclaim the morale of the entire College family is 
higher than it has been for several years. 


I. 60th ANNIVERSARY AND DEDICATION OF 


MEN’S MEMORIAL HALL 


On September 14 we were permitted by God’s grace to celebrate the 
60th Anniversary of Midland’s founding and to dedicate our magnificent 
new men’s dormitory, Men's Memorial Hall. Approximately 600 friends of 
Midland from far and near made their appearance. Dr. Charles B. Foelsch of 
our Chicago Lutheran Seminary was the anniversary speaker and an 
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gave the dedicatory address. The Chairman of the Board, Mr. Henry 
son, performed the rite of dedication. Midland is fortunate in having 4 A 
fine, cultured, Christian woman, namely, Mrs. G. Keller Rubrecht, serving 


alumnus and former chaplain, the Rev. William W. Klover of Salinay Kana * 
as Housemother for the 134 men in the dormitory. i 


a 


Il OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION FOR 1947-48 


The officers of the corporate Board are: President, Mr. Henry 4 
Gunderson, Fremont, Nebraska; Vice President, the Rev. W. W. Klover, 1 


1947). The men greatly outnumber the women, almost two to one. The 
number of veterans is 168, The Lutheran percentage of the student body is 
the same as last year, namely 56%..This is the second highest rating in the 
U."L. C. A. We have 38 young men who are preparing for the holy ministry. 
In spite of the fact that we recently commissioned one of our women 
graduates as a missionary to British Guiana and sent three other girls to 
the Baltimore Motherhouse to train for the office of Deaconess, we have 
10 other young women who are preparing themselves for full-time Church 
work. We are constantly endeavoring to present to our students the claims 
of Christ and of His Church upon them. Sixteen states and two fpreign 
countries are represented in the student body. : . ( 


Salina, Kansas; Secretary, the Rev. A. W. Young, Omaha, Nebraska; f Sn 
Treasurer, Mr. Clinton J. Muller, Fremont, Nebraska. 4 in 
lll. OFFICERS OF THE COLLEGE 12 
Officers of the College are: President, Dr. W. P. Hieronymus; Dean, ö 0 
Prof. Herman Gimmestad; Treasurer, Mr. Clinton J. Muller. > «a 
IV. ENROLLMENT 3 n 
Our Registrar reports a total gross enrollment this year of 763 (483 . 
regular students, 27 study center students, and 253 summer students in 0 
7 


v. OUR STAFF 


Following are the new members added to the staff this year: Dr. John 
W. Tait, Ph. D., professor of history; Rev. A. C. Baughman, candidate for 
M. A. degree, assistant professor of Christianity and Chaplain; Mr. Richard 
Moenter, M. A., assistant professor of mathematics; Mr. Willard J. Congreve, 
M. M., instructor in piano and organ; Miss Gertrude Gilbert, M. A., 
Instructor in business; Mr. Richard Lundin, instructor in physics; Miss 
Maria M. Rosenblatt, Dresden, Germany, instructor in French and German; 
Mr. John Van Riper, instructor in journalism and director of public 
relations; Miss Priscilla Wilson, M. M., instructor in piano and voice; Mrs. 
G. Keller Rubrecht, Housemother in Men's Memorial Hall. New part-time 
instructors are: Mrs. G. E. Hickman, English; Rev. Paul Moessner, Bible. 


It was necessary for Mrs. Sara Hawkinson to request a semester’s leave 
of absence because of ill health. We are glad to say that she is able 
to teach again the second semester. Mr. James Weblemoe is on leave of 
absence at the University of Nebraska working for his master’s degree in 
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physics, Prof. Hankey is back with us after spending a strenuous year 


in graduate work in French and Spanish at the University of Chicago. 
During the past summer Mr. Edwin Prauner réceived from the University 
of Iowa the master’s degree in business administration, and Mr. G. E. 
Hickman was honored by the University of Oregon by having the degree 
of doctor of education conferred upon him. 


VI. ACADEMIC STANDING 


On October 18 President Hieronymus received a letter from Dr. 
Snavely, the Executive Secretary of the Association of American Colleges, 
in which he stated: “It gives me pleasure to inform you that at the fall 
meeting of our Board of Directors . last week, your institution was 
approved for membership.” Several weeks ago President Hieronymus also 
received an invitation from Dr. Zook, President of the American Council 
On Education, extending to Midland “a cordial invitation” to membership in 
the Council. Accreditation by the North Central Association makes Midland 
eligible for membership in the above-named organizations. Our College can- 
not help but gain in numerous ways from membership in such important 
national educational groups. The administration is definitely committed 
constantly to raise the academic, as well as the spiritual, standing of our 
College. 


VII. OPERATIONAL FINANCES 
Fiscal Year Ending August 24, 1947 
RECEIPTS 


Educational and General 


$ 99,469.38 


Endowment Investments 7,267.27 
Gifts and Grants 68,379.87 
Sales and Service 8,130.71 
Other Income 1,587.50 
Auxiliary Enterprises 106,917.58 
Total Receipts $286,743.31 
EXPENSES 
Educational and General Administration $ 41,498.88 
Instruction 95,684.10 
Librarv ..... 7,749.23 
Plant & Maintenance 27.08.46 $175,232.87 
Service Rendered . 2,771.70 
AuxſHary Fnternrises 108.108.486 
Other Non-Ed. Expenses 3,826.54 
Total Fxvenses 8282. KK. 37 
Operating Surplus 4.487. 94 
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In spite of the greatly increased rise of operational expenses we 


were enabled to close our books at the end of the last fiscal year with 1 
net operating surplus of $4,487.94, 


* 


For the present school year it appears chat the Board of Education wil 1 
continue the grant of $21,000.00. Midland will this year again be ti 4 — 
beneficiary of the Fremont Community Chest in the Amount of $5,000.00 at! 


We are grateful for the increased interest and support from th 


for 

Midwest Synod. Ph. 

In view of the increased cost of all items necessary for living (at leas um 
60%), the necessity of raising the salaries of our staff members, of making 2 

extensive depression-neglected repairs and improvements, and of purchasing cor 


better equipment we respectfully urge the Midwest Synod to raise its annual ‘ 
apportionment to $1.30 per communing member for the College i In 
‘Seminary. In view of the rising tide of secularistic and paganistic philosophy, 


a | 
it is necessary that the Church adequately support its colleges and seminaries me 
Water cannot rise above its source, The Church will be as strong as de 
colleges and seminaries, which train their pastors and leaders. 3 8 

VIII. FORWARD MIDLAND CAMPAIGN of 


et 
The total amount the Synods have sent in to Midland so far 1 > 


$172,822.55 or 76% of the $225,000 goal. The congregations of the Midwest Bey 


Synod have to date (February 19) remitted $25,368.68 or 48.94% of Synods Hey 
goal of $51,817.50. Nineteen Midwest Synod churches are on the honor a: 
roll, having reached or exceeded their goals. We sincerely hope that the iy 


Midwest Synod will rise to its full stature and will raise the entire amount 
for which it has obligated itself. | 


In view of the need, a number of congregations, organizations, ad 
individuals are sending in extra gifts over and above their quotas to help 
furnish rooms ($100 will furnish a boy’s room: $85 will cover the cost of #7 
a pew in the small dormitory chapel). We deeply appreciate this additional By. 
expression of devotion and goed will and welcome such gifts. 5 


IX. CHRISTIAN EMPHASIS 


For the purpose of deepening the. students’ Christian faith and life, 
Midland annually observes Christian Emphasis Week. During October 21-24 
we were privileged to have as our chapel speaker the President of the 


California Synod, Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr. He also spoke to other groupe 
and held many individual conferences. 


On March 2 and 3 a Christian Careers Conference was held on the 
campus under the sponsorship of the Church Board of Education. Rev. 3 
Harold Letts, the new Director of Social Action of the Board of Social I 
Missions, and Miss Mildred Winston, Associate Secretary of the Board 
of Education, were the effective leaders. The purpose of the conference 


was to present the claims of Christ to our youth and to induce them to serve 
Him and the Church in and through their vocations. 


54 


| 
4 


1 | WESTERN SEMINARY 
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por the first time in its history Western Theological Seminary now "4 
bas four full-time professors, or one at the head of each of the major 0 
gepartments of instruction. Dr. E. B. Keisler is the new professor of * 
practical theology. He was formally installed at services held February 3 ’ 


|= at Salem Lutheran Church, Rev. Harry Mumm, who has spent a year in 

™ ' graduate work at Biblical Seminary, New York, is substituting this year 
for Professor R. R. Syre who is on leave of absence working toward his 
Ph. D. at the University of Nebraska. The Seminary now also has a full- 
time custodian and a housemother. 


Fourteen young men are enrolled. Several are doing interne work in 


‘congregations. The sizeable group of pre-theologs at Midland College 2 
augurs well for a larger enrollment in the Seminary in the immediate future. 1 
In view of the great shortage of pastors, however, let every pastor make it 1 


a point to present the cause of the Gospel Ministry to the promising young "| 
men of his congregation. | 


. This year's Life Service Retreat during the Thanksgiving recess was 

very successful. Twenty-five senior high school lads from numerous congre- 

' gations were in attendance. It is hoped that God will put it into the hearts 

of many of these young men to prepare themselves for the Ministry. The 

| effective main speaker was Dr. H. J. McGuire of Elgin, Illinois, One of 

our returned missionaries from India and Africa, Rev. Ray Cunningham, 
presented the opportunities on mission work. 8. 


1 Another successful Pastors- Students“ Conference was held at Western 
Seminary February 3 and 4. Dr. G. Lee Sandritter, Assistant/Superintendent - 
1 ot the Norfolk State Hospital; Rev. Fred Kern, Fremont; Dr. W. P. 
Hieronymus, President of the Seminary and Midland College; Rev. E. C. 
Hansen, Lincoln, and Dr. Walter H. Traub, Omaha, were among the speakers 
bringing worthwhile messages to those in attendance. ‘ 


; 4 As a result of the vote of the Synods, Western Theological Seminary | 
will soon be organized as an institution separate and distinct from Midland | 
A College. This separation may be legally effected by September 1949. It is 
3 hoped that this move will result in materially strengthening our Seminary. 
» The Board of Education of the U. L. C. was requested by the Midland Board 
7 of Trustees to assume the interim supervision and management of the 
5 Seminary as soon as possible. > 
They are numerous in a growing, dynamic institution, but we shall here | 
list the immediate, urgent ones. 


1 1. Am Electric Organ. A number of gifts have already been sent in 
: for this much needed instrument. It would enhance the beauty of our chapel 


— 


* « 


. services and enable us to give pipe organ lessons to our students. Gifts have 
| been received and are solicited from interested congregations, organizations ah 
and individuals. | 


2. A Financial Secretary. In view of the increased cost of operating 3 
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a growing college the right kind of person in this office would be “worth his 
weight in gold.” ; 


3. Increased Financial Income to maintain a dynamic, modern edues- ; 


tional institution. 


4. An Athletic Field adjacent to the campus for soft ball, tennis, 
hocky, and the like. 7 


5. Buildings. Wings on Beegle Hall, a Library Building, A Chapel, a 
Student Union, and a President’s Residence. 


In conclusion, we thank you brethren of the Midwest Synod most 
sincerely for your deep interest in our College and Seminary, for the 
fine young men and women you are sending as students, and for your 
loyal support. Will you join us in our prayer that Midland and Western 


may continue with increasingly effectiveness to be beacon lights shedding # 


the rays of enlightened Christianity into the darkness of the world. 
By motion the report was accepted. 


It was moved and ‘carried that the report of Dr. Hieronymus be 
received with thanks by Synod. 


Dr. O. W. Ebright reported on the work at Tabitha Home. 


REPORT OF TABITHA HOME BOARD 
The sixty-first year in the history of Tabitha Home has come and gone. 
At the beginning of the year, 1947, there were seventy aged men and 


women under the care of the Home. During the year,eighteen were received, J 


making a total of eighty-eight served. During the year nine were dismissed 
and ten were taken by death. 


At the first of the year there were twenty-nine children at the Home. 


They represented sixteen families. During the year five girls and eleven 


boys were received representing seven families. Thus forty-five children 


representing twenty-three families were served. Seven girls and nine boys 
were dismissed, f 


Tabitha Home in cooperation with other Synodical Lutheran Agencies 
in Nebraska has endeavored to follow the .admonitions of both Church 
and Civie Sociologists, and has made an effort not to keep in the Home a 
child any longer than is necessary for mental attitude or health adjustment, 
or during the period necessary for the re-establishment of a broken home 

; or for the establishment of a new home by one or the other parent. 


Of the sixteen children dismissed during the year; two went into private 
homes to work; two went into home of relatives: one went into the State 


Home at Beatrice. Five of these children had lived five years or more st 
Tabitha, One, eight years. ; 


Other than the above who were given direct service in the Home 
additional services were given by phone, letter and or in person to thirty 
requests for information and entrance. Some of these were able to 
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worked out with the parent in caring for his own problem, others were 
referred to other agencies which could serve better the particular need, 


age group or within the community of the inquirer. Numerous adoption : 
inquiries were referred to either the Nebraska Lutheran. Welfare offices 4 
or other adoption agencies. 0 
FINANCES 
J 
INCOME RECEIPTS: 
1946 1947 Increase 
Decrease* 2 
Operations — $34,632.02 329,774.02 54,858.00“ * 
Income from Investments 325.62 264.40 61.22“ 
Appropriations 9,574.59 10,702.42 1,127.38 
Voluntary Contributions 11,486.55 8,557.01 2,929.54“ 
Community Chest 2,800.00 2,800.00 | 
Total Income $58,818.78 $52,097.85 $6,720.98 | 
EXPENSES: E 
1947 
Salaries ... $21,037.27 4 
Printing & Publicity 932.63 
Office Supplies 84.15 
Telephones 389.73 
Auto Expense 1,070.92 | 
Legal & Auditing Expense 5 478.39 
Postage 160.85 
GMC Truck 1,900.00 
Laundry 1,488.34 
Travel Expense 874.62 
Lutheran Pensions Expense (three quarters) 141.03 
Light, Power & Gas 1,027.83 
Fuel 2,406.17 
Repairs 8,479.86 
Insurance Expense 1,144.92 
Interest Paid 24.00 
Water 267.65 
House Supplies & Replacements 749.21 
Miscellaneous Expenses 997.87 . 
Yard and Garden Expense 888.87 
Food . 10,872.96 
Feed & Chicken Expense 180.15 
Hospital, Medicine and Doctor .... 1,050.14 | . 
Funerals & Florals 297.32 4 
Taxes Expense 46.02 
$56,471.24 8 


Total Expenditures 
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It will be noted among the Expenses items, “Repairs, $8,479.86.” A 


little over $6,000.00 of this amount was the cost of renovation of the t 


children’s buildings. They had been terribly neglected through the depression 


years. The Board ordered them completely repaired, exterior and interior. 
This was very satisfactorily done. 


THE FARM 


The Tabitha Farm has produced for consumption by the Home, twenty- 
one head of hogs and four beefs. It is now also furnishing to the Home, 
twenty gallons of milk daily. One thousand dollars of the money used by 
the Home in improving the farm has been returned. 


BUILDING FUND 


On January 1, 1947, the balance in the Building Fund was $213,217.42 
During the year, $35,610.04 was added. Totalling, December 31, 1947, 


$248,827.46. On the date of this report (February 12) the balance is 
$252,572.87. 


A Mr. Amil H. Koop, a member of Grace Lutheran Church, Lincoln, 
by his will, left a Bequest of $40,000. This has not as yet been received, nor 


has the Board expressed its desire as to the use of this money, but it doubt- 
less will be added to our Building Fund. N 


The guidance of God in the delays as to the time of building our new 
Home will doubtless be manifest in lower prices and a more opportune time 
for building than if we mortals had had our way. f 


— 


Respectfully submitted, 
Tabitha Home Board 


The motion prevailed to accept this report. 


Dr. R. R. Belter, Secretary and Treasurer of the former Lutheran 
Literary: Board; reported that all financial obligations will be met, and that 


Synod will realize its $12,500.00 from the sale 
242 of the inventory of the 


It was moved and carried that Synod express its sincere appreciation 
and show its gratitude to all who in any way contributed to the progress of 
the Lutheran Literary Board, especially to Dr. R. R. Belter, his family, and 
the young people of Bethany Lutheran Church, with a rising vote. 


Telegrams of greeting from the Illin 
Syneds were read. ois, Iowa, and Central Pennsylvania 


The motion prevailed to send greetings in return. 


The Sessi 
Chaplain. en ‘wae adjourned, and closed with prayer by the Convention 
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THIRD SESSION 
Wednesday afternoon, May 19, 1948, 2:00 


The session was opened with prayer by the Convention Chaplain. 
The minutes of the second session were read and approved as read. 


The delegation from St. John’s Lutheran Church of Russell, Kansas was 
welcomed, and Pastor W. Henning, member of the Kansas Synod, was wel- 
comed as advisory member. 


The Committee on Reference and Counsel suggested changes in the 
Order of Business. It was moved and carried to adopt the suggested changes. 


Mrs. C. A. Myrom, President of the Midwest Synodical Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, spoke to the convention reporting growth in a monetary way 
and the addition of three new organizations. It was pointed out that a 
womens missionary society can be of great value to the local congregation 
in addition to carrying out the missionary program. 


Mrs. Myrom was given a rising vote of appreciation. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF WOMENS’ MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
75 (Presented by Mrs. C. A. Myrom) 
We bring you greetings from the Synodical Missionary Society. 


The 1947 Convention of the Women’s Missionary Society was held Sep- 
tember 16-17 in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hooper, Nebraska, Rev. Hugo 
Welchert pastor, with 85 delegates, 24 pastors, 156 visitors attending. This 
was the largest attendance recorded at any missionary convention. 


Two new societies have been received into the synodical group. One 
from Zion Lutheran Church, Gothenburg, Nebraska, Rev. C. H. Kemper 
pastor and the other from Frieden’s Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, 
Rev. Herman. Goede pastor, thus increasing our number to 38 societies. 


. Since the Board of American Missions has taken over the salary aid 
for a pastor at the Lindy Mission that fund is now called the Mission Fund 
and as its project gives grants-in-aid to Elaine Wagner, Bertha Koenig, Helen 
Harder and to the Home Mission Board for use in the Missions of our Synod. 


Our Thank-offering project is being given triennial emphasis in 1947-48. 
49. The gifts received through our boxes will be used to meet urgent post- 
war needs. 


We are happy to report progress in increased membership, increased 


funds, and increased interest. 
Our society will hold its 30th anniversary convention September 29- 


80th in St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Emerson, Nebraska, Rev. Henry Row- - 


oldt pastor. To this convention we extend a cordial invitation to all pastors. 


We are sincerely grateful to the pastors who have assisted us in our 
missionary program during the past year. We hope to merit your continued 
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commended for his fine work. 


support and in the following year hope to see che organization of mam 1 
Respectfully submitted, i 


Mrs. C. A. Myrom. 

The report was accepted. Mar 

The Treasurer’s report of the Women's Missionary Society was pre- 
sented and accepted, 


i? 

— 


THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE BOARD’ J 
REPORT WAS CONTINUED. 


Recommendation No. III in the Executive Board’s Report was adopted 4 
after it was amended to read “Be it resolved that the Evangelical Lutheran § 
Synod in the Midwest go on record as favoring cooperation with other Luth | 


cor 
eran Bodies where the Kingdom of God would be obviously furthered by HS) me 
such cooperation.” y has 
res 


> 


. 
* 


The last four recommendations of the committee were adopted. 


Pastor Paul Kuehner, Editor of the Midwest Lutheran reported, and de ¹⁵ 
improving of our Synodical paper was discussed. > 


The motion carried that the report be received and that the editor be By °° 


REPORT OF BUSINESS MANAGER OF THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
(Presented by Pastor W. F. Churchill) ut 
Eleven Issues of the Synodical paper have been published and mailed 


to subscribers since our last Synod Meeting. There are 4800 copies of each 
issue printed. 


U 
Costs of printing have inereased considerably in the past year. A four 
page paper costs us $75 for 4800 copies. A six page paper costs us $114. P 
The mailing and addressing costs for each issue amount to about $14. | 
Report of Finances | 9 
Balances from last year — 414.14 
Income from Subscriptions and 
Synodical fund | 864.06 ‘ 
TOTAL INCOME $1,278.20 
Printing and mailing expenses 1,187.50 
All other expenses . 46.08 
TOTAL EXPENSES 1.16.86 
Balance in our Treasury 94.62 


There is one issue of the paper which is not paid for. 


Respectfully submitted,, 
W. F. v. Churchill. 
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The motion carried that the chair appoint a committee of three includ- 
ing the business manager to devise a uniform system of subscriptions for 
this publication and report Friday morning. 


The report was referred to the auditing committee. 


The motion prevailed that Synod extend its thanks to the Business 
Manager of the Midwest Lutheran. 


The election of editor of the Midwest Lutheran was ordered. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PARISH EDUCATION 
(Presented by Pastor R. Jobman) 


Your committee met three times during the year. Three members of the 
committee met with Dr. S. White Rhyne to arrange Sunday School Enlist- 
ment demonstrations to be held in five areas of our Synod. Your committee 
has encouraged Sunday Schools to participate in these demonstrations. Final 
results will be given at the Synodical Convention. 


Next year the Parish and Church School Board will stress leadership 


training. Meetings will be conducted throughout the church to train leaders 


in a similar way in which the Sunday School enlistment Comenstrations were 
conducted. 


Your committee has the following recommendations to submit: 


1. That the whole matter of religious education outside the church be 
placed on the programs of the district Sunday School conventions, making 
use of speakers provided ‘by the Parish and Church School Board or others 


experienced in this field. 


2. That pastors of the Southwest Nebraska District meet to revive 
the Sunday School Conference, at the call of the President of Synod. 


3. Whereas there is wide diversity in literature used in the educational 
program of our churches, and 


whereas this necessitates adjustment when there is a change of pastors, 
or transfer of members from one congregation to another. - 


Your committee respectfully recommends that, 


A. Congregations of our Synod strive toward unification of literature 
and method in our whole educational program. 


B. That Sunday Schools use the Christian Growth Series or the Augs- 
burg Uniform Lessons as prepared by the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


c. Synod memorialize the United Lutheran Church to request the 
National Lutheran Council to investigate the feasibility of promoting one 
basic catechetical course for all member bodies of the constituency. 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. L. Jobman, Secretary. 
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Tellers reported, and Pastor Paul Kuehner was declared elected en J 
of the Midwest Latheran. 7 
pres 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS vece 
(Presented by Pastor H. O. Rhode) 


Your Committee on Publications reports, that sjnce no communication B spor 
from the Publication House was received, no report can be made and that BIS the 


we are still wondering what it is all about, his 
H. O. Rhode * 
Fred Ollendorf Tue 

The report was accepted. he 


Circulation of The Lutheran was discussed by the convention. Dr. V. 
Cromer pointed out the importance of The Lutheran to our church, mention. ; 
ing also that the maintenance of its high standard depends on our continued , rel 


support and promotion. pes 
pre 

The election of business manager of the Midwest Lutheran was ordered. > Th 
Pastor William Goldbeck was welcomed as advisory member. 23 


The President read the appointments to the newly established com- „ Tr 
mittees. 


By motion Synod recessed for ten minutes. ch 


Synod reconvened. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor W. F. Churchill was declared elected a 
business manager of the Midwest Lutheran. 


Pastor V. Moeller was granted the floor of Synod to present a signed 
petition. 


By motion the considering of this petition was postponed until Thursday 
afternoon. 


REPORT OF STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
(Presented by Pastor A. B. Lentz) 


This report is written by your Stewardship Secretary by instruction of 
the Stewardship Committee. Your reporter deems it well to insert some 
excerpts on Stewardship and Evangelism from the Statements of the Luther 
an World Federation held at Lund, Sweden, in July 1947, 


Excerpts from the Lund Statement: “We state as our profound con- 
viction that the pathway to God for the spiritual renewal of the Church 
and of the world will be marked out gnly by a newly aroused and passionately 
applièd program of evangelism and stewardship. These terms include each 
other. They are basic, vital activities of the Church. God alone can establish 
His Kingdom (John 8:8). Yet we us Christians must exert every effort within 
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our power in evangelism and stewardship to aid the Church in fulfilling her 
mission in a devastated world. (page 23) 


a Evangelism is the winning of men to Jesus Christ. Its aim is so to 
present Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit that men shall be led to 


nccept Christ as their Saviour. (page 23) f 


Christian Stewardship is the “practice of the Christian religion” on the 
part of these who have been won for Christ. It’s man’s response, his total re- 
sponse, to God’s grace. It is what he does, as a Christian—all that he does. It is 

the complete fruitage of his total Christian experience, the fruitage by which 

his whole faith is tested. Every sound tree bears good fruit (Matt. 7:17). 

(page 23) 


1 Both Evangelism and Stewardship may be defined as Faith in Action”. 3 
The difference is largely one of emphasis. In Evangelism the emphasis is 4 
upon telling the Good News; In Stewardship it is upon doing the work of the j 


ů 
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Lord. 


a. i Too often historical Christianity has presented only one phase of Christ’s 
religion, namely that of coming to Him and receiving His gifts of forgiveness, 

peace, joy and life everlasting. The reaction to this one sided emphasis has 
| produced a silent laity“, (a passive religion, a lack of proper stewardship). 
= This is one heritage which we as a Lutheran Church must overcome. (page 
23) 


— 
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Evangelism is necessary, because it is not enough to come and see. : 4 
5 The divine balance must be established, so that we also go and tell“. N 


7 That, which we receive from Christ in and through the church must be 
shared with others—faith apart from works is dead (James 2:26). 8 


Stewardship includes all that a man does for the Lord and his church— 
tze use of his time, his personal services and talents and of course his 
money. Christian stewardship is rooted most deeply in the compulsion of one’s 
™ gratitude to God for his redemptive love through Christ. It recognizes man as 
the trustee and God as the sole owner. (page 24) 


Luther stressed individual responsibility as evidences of the Christian 
life. This he called “good works”. Thus he says in his explanation of the I | 
Article, with the words, that are the motivation for all Christian action, for 6 

all good works: “For all of which I am in duty bound to thank, praise, serve 

and obey Him”. And again in the explanation of the II Article “In order 
that I might be His own, live under Him in His Kingdom, and serve Him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness“. (page 26) 


Or, in his Preface to the Romans, Luther writes: “It is impossible to 
separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate heat and 
light from fire“. (page 26) We urge a careful study of the complete State- 
ment of the Lutheran World Federation. 


It is in the sense of these principles that your Stewardship Committee ' 
has sought to carry out its task in the following particulars: 


A. Held two meetings—One of the Enlarged Committee on August 12, 
1947 at St. Paul’s Church, Hooper, Nebraska; The other a meeting of the 
Stewardship Committee proper, held in Omaha on November 11, 1947. 
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The report was adopted. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor Paul Kuehner was declared elected edite B 
of the Midwest Lutheran. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
(Presented by Pastor H. O. Rhode) 


Your Committee on Publications reports, that since no communication 3) 
from the Publication House was received, no report can be made and that Py 
we are still wondering what it is all about, | 


H. O. Rhode 
Fred Ollendorf 
The report was accepted. 


Circulation of The Lutheran was discussed by the convention. Dr. V. 
Cromer pointed out the importance of The Lutheran to our church, mention 


ing also that the maintenance of its high standard depends on our continued 
support and promotion. 


The election of business manager of the Midwest Lutheran was ordered. 
Pastor William Goldbeck was welcomed as advisory member. 


The President read the appointments to the newly established com- 
mittees. 


By motion Synod recessed for ten minutes, 
Synod reconvened. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor W. F. Churchill was declared elected as 
business manager of the Midwest Lutheran. 


Pastor V. Moeller was granted the floor of Synod to present a signed 
petition. 


By motion the considering of this petition was postponed until Thursday 
afternoon. 


REPORT OF STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
(Presented by Pastor A. B. Lentz) 


This report is written by your Stewardship Secretary by instruction of 
the Stewardship Committee. Your reporter deems it well to insert some 


excerpts on Stewardship and Evangelism from the Statements of the Luther 
an World Federation held at Lund, Sweden, in July 1947. 


Excerpts from the Lund Statement: “We state as our profound con- 
viction that the pathway to God for the spiritual renewal of the Church 


and of the world will be marked — ype by a newly aroused and passionately 
applied program of evangelism stewardship. These terms include each 


other. They are basic, vital activities of the Church. God alone can establish 
_ Kingdom (John 3:8). Yet we as Christians must exert every effort within 
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1 our power in evangelism and stewardship to aid the Church in fulfilling her 
mission in a devastated world. (page 23) 


Evangelism is the winning of men to Jesus Christ. Its aim is so to 
present Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit that men shall be led to 
accept Christ as their Saviour. (page 23) 


Christian Stewardship is the “practice of the Christian religion” on the 
part of these who have been won for Christ. It’s man’s response, his total re- 
= sponse, to God's grace. It is what he does, as a Christian—all that he does. It is 
tze complete fruitage of his total Christian experience, the fruitage by which 

his whole faith is tested. Every sound tree bears good fruit (Matt. 7:17). 
(page 23) 

Both Evangelism and Stewardship may be defined as “Faith in Action”. 
The difference is largely one of emphasis. In Evangelism the emphasis is 
upon telling the Good News; In Stewardship it is upon doing the work of the 
Lord. 
tion- i Too often historical Christianity has presented only one phase of Christ's 
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ed religion, namely that of coming to Him and receiving His gifts of forgiveness, 
peace, joy and life everlasting. The reaction to this one sided emphasis has 
red. , produced a silent laity’, (a passive religion, a lack of proper stewardship). 
This is one heritage which we as a Lutheran Church must overcome. (page 
23) 
— Evangelism is necessary, because it is not enough to come and see. 
‘om TS) The divine balance must be established, so that we also “go and tell“. 


That, which we receive from Christ in and through the church must be 
shared with others—faith apart from works is dead (James 2:26). 


= 


Stewardship includes all that a man does for the Lord and his church— 
| as the use of his time, his personal services and talents and of course his 
money. Christian stewardship is rooted most deeply in the compulsion of one’s 
gratitude to God for his redemptive love through Christ. It rr man as 
ned . the trustee and God as the sole owner. (page 24) 
J Luther stressed individual responsibility as evidences of the Christian 
day lite. This he called good works”. Thus he says in his explanation of the I 
Article, with the words, that are the motivation for all Christian action, for 
all good works: “For all of which I am in duty bound to thank, praise, serve 
and obey Him”. And again in the explanation of the II Article In order 
that I might be His own, live under Him in His Kingdom, and serve Him in 
| everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness”. (page 26) 
8 Or, in his Preface to the Romans, Luther writes: “It is impossible to 
pe separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate heat and 
light from fire“. (page 26) We urge a careful study of the complete State- 
ment of the Lutheran World Federation. 
* It is in the sense of these principles that your Stewardship Committee 
* has sought to carry out its task in the following particulars: 
ch A... Held two meetings—One of the Enlarged Committee on August 12, 
ish 1947 at St. Paul's Church, Hooper, Nebraska; The other a meeting of the 
in Stewardship Committee proper, held in Omaha on November 11, 1947. 
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The names under this report indicate the members of the Enlarge 
Stewardship Committee, together with the Committee proper, with om 
exception: Pastor Moore was a member of this committee, but after his 
removal to Texas, Pastor Theodore Moehring was appointed to take his place 


At the meeting of the Stewardship Committee proper the memben, 
Pastors Wolff, Bloch, Knaub and Lentz were present. Four Laymen wer 
invited to sit in as advisory members. They were Messrs. Huttenmeyer, Same, 
Monke and Myrom. Mr. Myrom, however, was not able to be present. 


B. President of Synod, Pastor Wolff, over and above the duties 
assigned to him by Synod, when elected to full time service, willingly, 
cheerfully, and voluntarily accepted the added duties of a Stewardship 


Chairman, in addition to the other duties of his office. He has done 2 
tremendous amount of work in this capacity. We believe that as Stewardship § 


official he has justified the office of a full time President. 


C. Eleven Leadership Rallies were held at the following places: 
Papillion, Lincoln, Columbus, Scribner, Pierce, Wayne, Hastings, Auburn, 
Hanover-Kansas, Ellis-Kansas, and Perry, Oklahoma. At each Rally u 
laymen and one pastor spoke on the following subjects: “What Stewardship @ 
Means To Me“, “What Stewardship Means To The Church”, and Steward 
ship Of Stewards”. In connection with this the filmstrip and recording 4 
“Teamwork” and “With the Friendliness of Jesus“ were used. The Chairman § 
and Secretary of the Committee planned assignments, promotion, and pub 
licity of these rallies. Pastor Bloch and Mr. Myrom prepared material fer 
the speakers; Pastor Bloch by a pamphlet on “My Church”; Mr. Myrom by 


outlining Suggested Objectives”. It is estimated that 1200 church leaders 


were present at these rallies. The attendance lists were sent to the UIC 
Stewardship Headquarters, from which about 500 Stewardship bulletins ae 


sent to the names and addresses furnished. 


D. Filmshowing of the new stewardship film, “And Now I See”, was 
planned for the Nebraska and the Midwest Synod territory by your Stew 


ardship Secretary and Dr. Hershey, Dr. Klink and Mr. Wood of the Nebraska J 


Synod, and by correspondence with the President of the Kansas Synod 
Nebraska was divided into 12 areas; One man was made responsible for the 


showings in each area and the films were shown from September 1 to 
December 31. Three areas in the Kansas Synod territory and five areas 


in our joint Midwest-Nebraska Synod territory were our responsibility. 
Thus we had responsibility of 8 areas. We were furnished with 7 films, of 
which 5 films have been returned to our Synod for another vear of free use. 
Next year there will be a charge of $10.00 rental cost for each showing. A 
new Stewardship film is in preparation and will be released in July or 


August. The expenses of these showings were borne by the respective 
synodical Stewardship Committees. 3 


E. Unfinished congregational Visitation Assignments were newly a 
signed or reassigned to Pastors at the August meeting. The assignees also 


— themselves responsible for the Follow-up“ in the congregations a 


F. For 1948 teams of one pastor and one laymen each from the En- 
larged Stewardship Committee were each assigned a certain number of 
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congregations for visitation, follow-up and continuing responsibility through 


arged 

out the year. 

* * G. A Bell Howell 16mm sound film projector was purchased through 
plate, e Lutheran World Action for use by Synod. A two speed Bell Howell turn- 
ben, table to go with the Bell Howell equipment, an extra 2% lens, and a cheap 
were ) standard self-amplifying turntable were also purchased, The total cost was a 
ame, ® little over $400.00. 

. The Committee also adopted a rule that a $2.00 service charge for 
luties 9 use of the synodical projector be made at each showing—for maintenance 
ingly, and self liquidation of costs. However, under certain conditions this service 

a EH. A Stewardship Library is in process of being established. A bock, 


Stewardship in the New Testament Church” by Rolston, was distributed 
1 to all members of the Enlarged Committee. 


ed for Synod. Also filmstrip and recordings for Title “Two Dollars“. Other 
© filmstrips and books will be added from time to time as the finances permit. 
A showing of some of the Stewardship material is scheduled for Wednesday 
night of this convention. 


1 I. A tolder Fellowship“ was prepared by Pastor Wolff, printed and 
distributed among the congregations. 


J. A stewardship page insert in the Midwest Lutheran was added to 
the “Midwest Lutheran”, with Pastor Wolff as editor of the page. 


K. Your Committee wishes to express its appreciation to all pastors and 
congregations who cooperated in such a commendable manner with the 
committee in making possible, by the grace “ God, the fullfillment of the 
following: 


was 

ow 95% of pastors and congregations of cur Syned spe the 

Contributory Pension Plan. 

the 50%, or nearly 50% of our Midland College campaign goal kas 

to deen reached. 

— Lutheran World Action goals for 46-47 were oversubscribed by 
of $5,000.00. 


Our Apportionment giving to the regular budget of the church 
reached 80% of the goal, The first time in the history of our 
Synod that such a thing has ever happened. In 1945 we raised 
37% of our goal; in 1946 we raised 62% of our goal. In 1947 we 

raised 80% of our goal. We hope to reach the double goal in 1948. 


We have gained the interest, support, and service of enthusi- 
astic Laymen. Indeed, without their help these spectacular gains 
would not have been possible. Through our Rallies and Visitation 
programs, Stewardship and Evangelism have become live subjects 
in many of our congregations. The response of the Igymen to the 
challenge of Stewardship and Evangelism has been amazing. They 


* 


— 


| | 
„ 
Urn, 
two | 
iship 
rard- 
g of 
pub- 
for 
1111 
1 
| 


Expenses — inasmuch as the Synodical Treasurer has the official 


expense statements and they will probably be included in his report, here 1 


with only an overall estimate of costs will be given. 
Expenses of Filmshowings for “Now I See” * 360.00 
Projector and Equipment, Visual Aids . 450.00 i 
“Fellowship” Folder 50.00 > 


Meetings, Visitations, Rallies, etc. -.. | 500.00 5 


$1,360.00 


The above report is in the nature of highlighting what has been done, § 
it is not a complete report. 


Your Stewardship Committee proper, together with the advisory Lay- 
x men, take the following Recommendations to Synod: 


We recommend: 


1. That the President of Synod be the Stewardship Chairman. 


| 2. That the regular stewardship committee consist of three pastor 
1 and three laymen, in addition to the President. 


Ae 3. That, in addition to the regular Stewardship Committee, 12 Pastors 
and 12 Laymen constitute the ENLARGE STEWARDSHIP Com- 
mittee, which is to be appointed by the Executive Board of Synod. 


4. That the Stewardship Committee be granted an allotment of 
* $1000.00 for expenses on the budget. 


That Synod strive to attain the double apportionment goal in 1948. 
: 6. That District Stewardship Rallies be held every year. 


That every year, a congregational Treasurer, Financial Secretary, 


or Benevolence Secretary School be held, at a centrally located 
place, if possible. 


8. That a Stewardship Library be established for 
a. Books and printed materials, etc. 
e. 16mm film leases. 


9. That Stewardship Classes be held at Conferences and Summet 


10. That we promote Sunday School Stewardship. 


- & 


4 


4 2 have shown intelligent interest, zeal, eagerness and willingness, 
14. devotion and consecration—tboth on the part of laymen on our : 
| 6 a committee and laymen in the congregation, to such an extent, that 1 
| 
— 
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11. That Stewardship be presented at all conventions of auxiliary 
organizations. 


12. That Synod promote Laymens Membership in the Latheran Lay- 


men’s Movement. 


18. That Synod approve planned Budgets and Every Member Visita- 
tion for its congregations. 


14. That the Enlarged Stewardship Committee be authorized to carry 
out Visitations. 


Recommendations signed by the Stewardship Committee proper 
Pastor Lorin Wolff, Chairman 
Pastor F. Bloch 
Pastor H. Knaub 


Pastor A. Lentz, Secretary. 
Messrs. E. Monk, John Huttenmeyer, E. Sasse 


Additional members of the Enlarged Committee 


Pastors Laymen 
M. Ritzen, D. D. Mr. Myrom, Hastings 

Hugo Welchert Mr. Ruwe, Fontanelle 

Paul Moessner Mr. Urban, Hooper 

E. C. Hansen Mr. Walters, Creston 

H. O. Rhode Mr. Uehling, Oakland 

E. J. Amend Mr. Klein, Perry 

W. Churchill Miss Damboldt, Oklahoma City 
R. Jobman Mr. Huttmann, Bloomfield 

F. Ollendorf Mr. Jobman, Gothenburg 


Werner Welchert 
Theodore Moehring j 
C. R. Goldenstein 


Recommendations No. 1-6 were adopted. 


Recommendation No. 7 was adopted after striking the words “every 
year”. 


Recommendations No. 8-14 were adopted. 
The motion carried to accept the report. 
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The election of assistant business manager of the Midwest Lathen 8 
was ordered. 


A telegram of greeting from the Northwest Synod was read. 
The motion carried to send greetings in return. 


Pastor William Goldbeck spoke to the convention on Institution 
-Chaplaincy Work. He expressed his appreciatiion to the Synod for its interest Bey 
and help in this important service to our unfortunate brothers and sisten 


. He stated that the Church must remember and care for those who are il s 
4 The session was adjourned and closed with prayer by the Conventin 
Chaplain. 
FOURTH SESSION 
i Thursday morning, May 20, 1948, 8:45 . 
5 The morning devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain 7 
The minutes of the third session were read and approved as read. 5 
rt Pastor Alvin Havekost was formally received into Synod. f 
| A group of Luther Leaguers of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church of Per 
was welcomed as guests. ~ ‘ 
The Committee on Reference and Counsel recommended changes in 1 


the Order of Business. By motion these changes were adopted. 


Pastor. R. Moehring reported on the progress of the Sunday School 1 ö 
Enlistment Program. 


The motion carried to include the following report in the printed min- 


ait Enlistment Demonstrations 
Congregations Participating 16 
Callers 236 
Calls 390 
Written Acceptances 302 
7 Verbal Acceptances 64 


Total Acceptances 366 


— 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
| (Presented by Pastor Fred Bloch) 


Your committee has studied the report of our President and we feel 
highly encouraged over the progress which the past year has brought. We 
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note especially the gain of two active pastors and one missionary during 
the year and the amplification of the spiritual program of the church. The 
concentrated effort of the Synod, headed by the full time efforts of our 
President has brought us to new elevations in the fields of stewardship, 
education, and evangelism, We commend him upon his untiring efforts and 
we congratulate the members of Synod for their full fledged cooperation and 
support of this greater program. | 

The program of building and improvement of church properties has 
been outstanding during the year and your committee sensed a marked 
devotion of our people to the Lord and His House of Prayer. 


We: also commend our President for his efforts in respect to Lutheran 
unity and cooperation. 


We recommend that recommendations No. 2-5 and 7 in the President’s 
Report be adopted. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Fred Bloch 
A. J, Duis 
Henry Huttmann 55 
H. B. Pearson * 


H. G. Trautwein 8 


M. A. Wüson 


The report was adopted. 


Dr. V. Cromer, President of the North Carolina Synod, and official 
representative of the United Lutheran Church to our Synod spoke to the 
convention. 


We are one in Christ, stated Dr. Cromer, united in work and having 
a singleness of purpose. 


The Church depends upon its Constituent Synods. 


In some instances we have not accelerated our pace and in others only 
marked time. The forces of evil are at work, and if the Church merely 
marks time we shall lose. 


Complancency dare not be tolerated in an age when satanic powers are 
relentlessly aggressive. 


This is no time for casual contributing. 


The heart of the Kingdom Business is Evangelism. We cannot win the 
world by simply holding our own, 


Standing along side Evangelism is Missions. 


Dr. Cromer presented the needs and opportunities presented in all 
the causes of the church. 


The Church challenges us to double discipleship. We must give her double 
power by double giving. 


— — — — — — ͥ ͤ 


- 


ßr Eœ — 


> 
1 
1 
* 1 
1 
14 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
; «7 
| 
4 
69 | 
| 


We must recognize not just an isolated appeal for an emergency, but we 
must rise to a new level of giving. When the Jew under the law gave a tith, 
then the Christian under grace, giving less is a disgrace. 


There must be brought into the Church thousands of those who be-. 


to no church. 


Dr. Cromer called attention to major features and issues around which 
the next biennial convention of the United Lutheran Church will be centered 


Synod was challenged to heroic discipleship, for the Church calls ws | 


to advance. 


The motion carried that the President express our gratitude and appre¢i- 
ation to Dr. Cromer and that the Secretary be instructed to send a letter of 


acknowledgement and appreciation to the secretary of the United Lutheran 
Church. 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HOME MISSION BOARD 
(Presented by Pastor Werner Welchert) _ 


Three meetings of the Board were held during the past year: August 
25, and December 3, 1947 at Havelock Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska; 
and, January 28, 1948 in the home of Pastor E. C. Hansen, Lincoln, Nebraska, 


Congregations which have either received aid through your Home Mis 


sion Board or have requested a study of their particular problems were the 
following: | 


a. The Lodge Pole-Chappell Parish is still listed among the churches 
in our Synod having no pastor of its own. Students from Western Seminary 
and neighboring pastors have been supplying whenever possible. 


b. The Stillwater-Perry Parish in Oklahoma, which is under the super 
vision of the Board of American Missions, and receives salary aid directly 
from that source, is being faithfully served by Pastor Edward J. Amend, Th 
D. Although the work has been progressing steadily under the leadership of 
Pastor Amend, it is felt that growth would be much more rapid if the Parish 
could be separated into two independent congregations, each being served by 
its own Pastor, At the time of this writing a meeting is scheduled for May 
16, at Stillwater, which will be attended by Secretary Elwood Bowman of 
the Board of American Missions, a member of your Home Mission Committee, 
and Pastor Amend and his congregation. The purpose of this meeting is to 
consider ways and means for re-locating the Stillwater Church more ad- 


vantageously within the city of Stillwater. 


e. The Good Shepherd (Lindy) congregation, Bloomfield, Nebr., has been 
vacant since its last full-time pastor. The Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, was called to 
become President of the Midwest Synod. The congregation has been supplied 
and has continued its planning for a new church edifice. Plans have recently 


been sent to your Home Mission Board and after study will be forwarded to 
the Board of American Missions. “a 25 
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by Pastor E. C. Hansen us full-time Pastor since the middle of December 1947. 
The matter of re-locating this church is being urged and planned. The con- 
gregation, its Pastor, the Home Mission Board, and the Executive Board of 
Synod, have all expressed themselves in favor of re-locating and building 
a new church. The Home Mission Committee has set aside the sum of $3,300.00 


d. The Havelock Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, has been served 


(received through the sale of the Lamar, Colorado, church property, with the 


understanding that all the legal * involved in the sale of this property 


be paid out of this sum,) for the Havelock re-location and building program. 
The Board of American Missions has been asked to give advice and to support 


financially this project. 

e. The church and property in Shattuck, Oklahoma, have been sold and 
the money placed in the bank. First reports indicate that the prospects for 
reviving the congregation are not favorable, however, a feighboring Pastor 
has been asked to investigate the situation further when opportunity permits. 


f. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church at South Hastings, where Rev. R. Mochring 
is Pastor, have indicated their intention of making every effort to be seif- 
supporting this year. This Hastings congregation had been receiving aid the 
last years. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Your Committee, 


By W. P. Welchert, Secretary. f 
By motion the report was accepted. 
The election of president was ordered. : 


Tellers reported on the balloting for assistant manager of the Midwest 
Lutheran, and Pastor Werner Welchert was declared elected on the second 
ballot. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROTOCOL AND 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
(Presented by Pastor V. Moeller) 


Your committee has examined the protocol and finds it to be correct 
with the following exceptions: 


4 On page 13 in the roll of pastors, delegates and congregations, 
the reception of Pastor Grant Van Boening in 1946 is not shown. 


2. On Page 22, paragraph 7, line 2, the word “May” should read 
“April”. 


3. On Page 49, paragraph 1, the figure $500 should read $5000. 


Your committee herewith requests the Secretary of Synod to correct 
these errors in the official copy of the minutes. 


Your committee further calls attention to the Secretary’s report on 
71 
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God's heart will not fail. Our hands dare not!“ 


Secretary’s Report with the recommendations. 


Your committee recommends that Synod extend a rising vote of than 
to our secretary and commend him for his faithful service. | 


Respectfully submitted 
H. G. Knaub 

r R. L. Ritzen 
Vietor Moeller 


The motion carried to adopt the report. 


The Committee on Credentials recommended seating Mr. Oscar Grothen ’ ; 
of First St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Hastings as substitute delegate tat 


pages 13 and 14 of the 1948 Convention Bulletin and urges adoption of th . 


the place of Mr. C. A. Myrom. | 5 sar 
Guests were welcomed to the convention. ure 

Dr. Richard E. West, secretary of the Rocky Mountain District of the a 
American Bible Society was welcomed as guest, ma 
by 

REPORT OF LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 1 


(Presented by Pastor A. B. Lentz) 


Amid the ruins of World War II, the Cross points to Christ as mar 
kind’s only hope for enduring peace and security. To hold high that Cross, 
the Lutherans of America have joined hearts and hands and resources u 
translate their faith into positive action—Lutheran World Action. 


Through Lutheran World Action, the eight church bodies that partic: 
pate in the National Lutheran Council, are united in the greatest program 
of relief and rehabilitation ever undertaken by the Luthérans of America 
Working together to bring help to stricken brethren throughout the world, 
we raised more than $6,500,000.00 from 1939-1945 for emergency wartime 
projects. In 1946-1947 we raised $10,500,000.00 in a two year appeal. In 
1948 we must raise $4,000,000.00 to carry on the program of aid and 
relief. Dr. Empie, Lutheran World Action Director, says: “Vast sums of 
money must be on hand and available when needed; we must give it now, in 
faith, even as our most precious possessions in life are received by faith 
Thus we shall keep the faith with our God and with our brethren, thus we 
shall hold high the Cross in this day of decision, | 


Dr. Fry says: Lutheran World Action unites the heart of God with our 
hands to sustain the breath of the Lutheran Church in Europe and Asia. 


* 


* 


on" ta ™ he 


We are thankful that God in these times has given us wise and able 
leaders. We are particularly thankful for the blessings bestowed upon our 
church through the ministry of Dr. Long, now gone to his reward, 


We are thankful unto God, that under His providence He has permitted 
Lutheran World Action and Lutheran World Relief to become instrumental, 
in making possible the Lutheran World Federation. 
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19 We are thankful that God has blessed us with abundance of all our 
needs, and thus enabled us through love to Him and our fellowmen—to 

"help in the great causes of Lutheran World Action and Relief. We are par- 

ticulariy thankful that our ULCA reached its LWA goal; and we am 

especially thankful that our Synod reached its goal and exceeded it by 
$5,000.00. 


- We are confident, that with the Spirits Guidance, and proper and ade- 
_ quate presentation of the causes, our pastors and congregations will reach 

this year’s goals, as they are presented in connection with the report of 
the contributions received for 1946-1947. 


Your Directors recommend: 


i 1. That Synod commend all pastors and congregations who have 
reached their goals; and that Synod urge and impress upon the hearts 
and consciences of all pastors and congregations the paramount need and 


urgency of meeting our Lutheran World Action Goals for 1948. 


L 
„ 2. That Synod approve and make diligent use of all procedures, 
materials, aids, mechanics provided by Lutheran World Action, or presented 


= by the Directors. 
Respectfully submitted, 
75 A. B. Lentz 
> Ralph Ritzen 
a REPORT ON LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION AND 
4! LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF RECEIPTS AND GOALS 
i Goals for Total paid Goals for 
| Place 1946-47 for 46-47 1948 
Auburn $ 844.20 $ 976.83 $ 307.00 
Bennington 1,503.48 1.827.215 685.00 
Bloomfield 2,653.20  2,647.24*% 1,144.00 
Lindy 366.62 1,009.24 134,00 
=) Blue Hill 643.22 636.02* 275.50 
Chappell 217.08 0.00 66.00 
=) Columbus, City 1,559.76 1.577.386“ 678.00 
Columbus, Rural 1,083.14 1,055.04* $75.00 
= Creston 844.20 944.33* 350.00 
Darrouzett 162.82 442.41. 112.00 
bDiner, St. P 643.20 695.20. 289.00 
Diner, 2 233.16 80.00 
Ellis, Kansas 1,085.40 1,422.51. 439.00 
Emerson 1,301.52 1,301.51 637.00 
Falls City, St, P. . 574.86 579.21* 167.00 
Falls City, St. J. 213.06 187.52 38.00 
Fontanelle 795.96 980.50* 337.00 
Gering 671.34 230.00 274.00 
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Glenvil 566.82 
Gothenburg 611.04 
Grand Island 1,567.80 
Gretna 1,145.70 
Hanover, Kansas 1,575.74 


570.00* 
862.00* 
1,568.00 
1,011.85 
1,556.00 


Silver Cliff, Kansas—This preaching place of the Hanover, Kansas 
congregation wishes to be booked as a separate congregation 


for the 1948 L.W.A. goals 


$,061.72* 


Hastings, First St. Paul’s 1,595.94 
Hastings, So, St. Paul’s 285.42 
Hastings, Immanuel 365.82 
Hildreth 1,541.69 


317.00* 


432.49 · 


916.38“ 


The first figure is the goal for the merged congregation. 1946 and 
part of 1947 the St. Paul’s Congregation contributed to the 


Nebraska Synod. 


Hoisington, Kansas 586.92 
Home, Kansas 656.92 
Hooper, Z. 924.60 
Hooper, St. P. 1,218.06 
723.60 
Lanham .... 578.88 
Leigh . 679.38 
Lincoln, F. 3,782.82 
Lincoln, Havelock 160.80 
Lincoln, St. J. — 80.40 
Lincoln, Z. — 369.84 
Linn, Kansas 385.92 
Lipscomb, Texas 542.70 
Lodge Pole — 209.04 
Louisville 574.86 
Madison 365.82 
Norfolk 466.32 
Northboro, Iowa 562.80 
Ohiowa (town) 723.60 
Ohiowa (country) 3 389.94 
Oklahoma City 1,149.72 
Otoe 771.84 
Papillion 1,181.88 
Pender, St. M. 1,825.08 
Pender, St. P. 106.06 
Ferry Oklahoma 542.70 
Pieree — 3559.28 
Pilger ‘ 482.40 
Pilger (Howells), Disbanded _. 104.25 
Platte Center * 430.14 
Pleasant Valley 180.90 
Russell, Kansas, St. J. ws 2,484.36 
Russell, Kansas 594.96 


741.80°* 
155.00 
978.09* 
2,125.43* 
671.48 
567.33* 
417.58 
1,874.82 
378.58 
81.00* 
539.70* 
386.147 
900.10“ 
36.50 
642.72“ 
203.72 
466.60“ 
655.27“ 
720.04 “* 
356.50 
2,686.40“ 
800.13“ 
1,236.88“ 
2,218.00“ 
872.67 “* 
542.70“ 
696.30 
450.00 
105.08“ 
536.25“ 
184.45 
3,066.00 
238.00 
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284.00 
1,284.00 
71.0 
33.00 
165,00 
198.00 
233.00 
117.00 
241.00 *] 
167.00 
254.00 
241.00 
251.00 
| 139.00 
594.00 
292.00 
469.00 
863.00 
358.00 
185.00 
251.00 
209.00 1 
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180.00 
63.00 
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Schuyler 
Seribmer 
Ridgeley 
Stanton 
Sterling 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 

Sutton 


Syracuse 


Winside 


Tea, So. Dakota 
Uehling ‘ 


Wakeeney, Kansas 


Wayne 


Westboro, Mo. 


Wisner, C. ...... 


Wisner, St. P. 


Disbanded, to merge with Christ Church, tentative: 


Yutan 


CONGREGATIONS’ TOTALS 
Personal Contributions 


Organizations 


Sent directly to ‘headquarters in 
New York (from individuals and 
congregations—which have thereby 
reached their goals) 


Goal 


Over the top 


321.50 140.00 
381.90 447.00 
462.30 544. 70 
759.78 1,088.53. 

156.78 46.83 
498.48 643.26* 
217.08 275.48 · 

731.64 393.63 
,00 184.00* 
619.08 729.70 · 
172.86 571.44. 

1,149.72 1,088.76 

1,696.44 1,025.00 
1,157.76 1,690.72 
980.88 981.97 
574.86 787.16 
180.90 217.00 
1,640.16 1,724.29 
$61,459.35 368,883.94 
268.00 
288.03 · 

98.00 

$66,487.97 

61.460.00 

5,020.97 


*indicates that congregations met their goal or went over. 


Goals for 1948 are calculated upon the basis of confirmed members 
of the congregation reported in the Statistical Reports for the year ending 
1946 (Minutes for 1948)—at $1.65 per confirmed member. 


The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF C. R. O. P. 


(Presented by Pastor M. A. Ritzen) 


Few, if any, public events in Nebraska have received more publicity 
than the launching of the Abraham Lincoln Friendship Train on February 
12th of this year, sponsored by the organization known as Crop, Christian 


Rural Overseas Program. 


165.00 
205.00 
332.00 

71.00 
154.00 
130.00 
315.00 

79.00 
221.00 

78.00 
423.00 
721.00 
512.00 
383.00 
234.00 


50.00 
682.00 


A most acceptable work was done by the chairman of the Train Com- 
mittee, Dr. Gustavson, chancelor of the University of Nebraska. One 


hundred and ten cars loaded with food for seven countries in Europe left 
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Lincoln, Nebraska for Bremen, Germany, on Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. 
The original planning was done by CROP, an organization of protestant 
Christians with which Lu‘heran World Relief cooperates, | 


There were a total of 283 cars of food by the time the train arrived in 
Philadelphia, other states having contributed the rest of the total. The total 
value of this food amounted to not less than one and one half million dollars. 


Crop is still carrying on in this work and expects to send further 
food to the hungry of the world. Various efforts are now in progress to 
supply needy with food and clothing. Your representative, besides representing 
the Lutherans of the N. L. C., has also served as chairman of the central 
committee of CROP, in addition to this he has organized the work in fifteen 
counties of the state. This meant much work for him, but nothing has 
caused him more pleasure than the success of this undertaking. It was 
certainly a thrill to see these cars pull out of Lincoln on their mission of 
mercy and relief, 


A word of thanks is due all those who have helped in this worthy 


cause. Some of our own pastors have served as chairman for their counties 
and have been very successful. 


About 80% of the collections consisted of wheat, the rest in oats, corn, 
beans, meat and flour. 


Respectfully submitted, 
M. A. Ritzen. 


The election of secretary was ordered. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor Lorin J. Wolff was declared elected presi- 
dent on the first ballot, 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
STATISTICAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
(Presented by Pastor Walter Rowoldt) 


Your committee has gone over, in a limited manner, the report of the 
Statistical Secretary and commends him for his fine thorough work. 


1. We recommend that the Statistical Secretary evaluate the report 


giving information as to where we stand as a Synod in the matter of W 
Day Religious Education and Sunday School. es 


2. We recommend that we have a uniform system ecting 
important historical data for the archives. 


8. We recommend that the recommendation Statistical Secre- 
tary’s Report be adopted. 2 


We highly favor the action of the Executive Seca 
to have the rt 
of the Statistical Secretary in the hands of the appointed committee one 
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month N the meeting of Synod. 
Respectively submitted, 
Frederick Weisenborn 
Walter Rowoldt 
Henry Groteluschen 
Herman Meyer | 


The report was adopted. 


American Bible Society. 


REPORT OF AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
For 1947 


Among the achievements and opportunities of 1947 the following are 
particularly worthy of, note: 
1. The Scripture issues from the Bible * not including 


those published in foreign countries through our own agents totaled 
10,243,253. 


2. Three countries in particular affected by the war received 
large shipments of the Scriptures, namely: 


Germany 480,323 volumes 
Japan . 1,440,207 volumes 
Korea 66,439 volumes 


8. The outstanding challenge of the year came from fifteen 
European and Asiatic countries requesting 7,856,000 volumes of the 


Scriptures which are estimated to cost at least $2,010,700. 


The motion carried that we recommend to our Sunday Schools the 
selling of Bible stamps during the period around Universal Bible Sunday as 
a promotional effort and maintenance of the work of the American Bible 
Society. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor Hugo H. F. Welchert was elected secretary 
on the first ballot. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 
: (Presented by Pastor A. Duis) 
The following are listings of students for the ministry: 


In Theological Seminary: 
Paul Hansen, Senior at Western 
Norman Schroeder, Senior at Maywood 
Martin Schroeder, Middler at Western 
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Arnold Moede, Middler at North- Western 
Carl Spehr, Junior at Mt. Airy 


In College: 
Alex Wacker, Freshmen at Midland 
Arthur Miller, Sophomore at Midland 
Karl Koenig, Sophomore at Midland 
Burnell Hartman, Junior at Midland 
Dan Schroeder, Junior at Midland 
Louis L’Heureux, Senior at Wittenberg 
Carl Nolte, Senior at Tarkio 
Gerald Klahn, University of Nebraska 


We also have the name of one young girl, Miss Grace Roemer, a student 
at Midland who has committed herself to the diaconate. We have names of 
11 high school students who have expressed their desire of entering the 
ministry. There is no doubt about it that this report is incomplete on the 
number of students we have, however, we urge all pastors of our Synod 
to send us the names of all the students, at least in the Senior year in High 
School, so your committee may contact them and send them materials. 


Norman Schroeder and Paul Hansen received aid amounting to $200.00 
each during the past school term. Burnell Hartman and Alex Wacker each 
received $165.00. Edgar Manzies was also given $200.00 to aid him in fur- 
ther study and depleting his debt at Midland. 


Your, committee met 4 times during the year, At our first meeting, 
according to Synodical instruction, it was decided to use the blanks obtained 
from the Board of Education for Selecting and Guidance of Men for the 
Ministry, with the exception of number 7 which was not beneficial for our 
Synod. However, later the Executive Board advised that we also continue 
the use of the old note form until we receive Synodical approval. Two letters 
and blanks were sent to all pastors of our Synod requesting the names 
and congregation’s approval of students for the ministry. Letters were sent 
to all seminaries and ‘colleges with blanks to obtain a rating on every student. 
Literature regarding the work of the ministry together with personal letters 
were sent to all students both in High Sehoo! and College. 


) During the year 6 men were examined and were recommended to the 
Executive Board to be received into the ministry providing they receive 
calls. They were: Pastors Suechting, Alvin Havekost, Theodore Kuehner 
Arthur Huneke, Waldorf Lau and Eric Petersen. 


Our Committee Recommends: 
1. That we be allowed $1,300.00 for our budget of 1949. 


2. That we be granted the t to 
ere rich use the note blanks recommended 


(Below is a copy for this Note Form). 
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PROCEDURE IN THE SELECTION AND GUIDANCE 
OF MEN FOR THE MINISTRY 
(Te be signed by every student receiving financial assistance.) 


PROMISSORY NOTE 
Date 
Place 


* 


On demand I promise to pay to the Treasurer of the 


Synod of the United Lutheran Church in America or their successors the 
sum of Dollars for value received at the hands 
of said Synod, The conditions being that I remain under the supervision 
of the Board of Ministerial Education of Synod, 
the faculty of such College or Theological Seminary as the above Synod 
may direct, and in due time enter the ministry of the Lutheran Church 
in connection with the United Lutheran Church in America, and continue 


therein for ears. If the conditions be complied with, this 
note shall be null and void; but if not, the amount be due upon 
demand with % interest from date. 


And in consideration of the assistance given to me by said Synod in 
the pursuit of my studies for the Ministry, I do hereby waive the Statute 
of Limitations in whatsoever state I am situated and all other defenses 
which I might or may have against the payment of said principal sum and 
interest thereon, in accordance with the terms of this note. 


Witness my hand this... of 
Witness. Signed 
Witness Address. ** 


The report was adopted. 


COMMITTEE ON OKLAHOMA HOLDINGS 
(Presented by Pastor Fred Bloch) 


Your committee has labored diligently on your assignment of clearing 
the Oklahoma land of taxes and preparing it for sale. The attorney, Hal 
Welsch of Hugo, Oklahoma was contacted from time to time and urged to 
hurry the suit against the county for the release of back taxes. Members, 
George Oltmans, Edward Amend and Fred Bloch, together with the Presi- 
dent of Synod visited that part of Oklahoma in September and were assured 
by Mr. Welsch. that the case would be brought before the court within 60 
days, Upon his repeated failure to bring the case to court Mr. Welsch was 

by your committee and Kari Friedeman and George Oltmans waited 
on him for the abstracts and other documents last month. 


.Your committee has learned by repeated experiences that it is impossible 
79 


4 
‘ 
Z 


J 


— 
= 


to secure legal action by a local attorney in that part of Oklahoma. Our 
next plan is to secure an attorney in Stillwater and bring immediate — 
trom that channel. Both George Oltmans and Karl Friedeman will fo 
this plan and pursue it to an early conclusion. 


We recommend that all Oklahoma Land holdings belonging to Synod be 


given be brought 
to First Lutheran Church of Oklahoma City and that suit 

in the name of that congregation. (We feel that there would be an ad- 
vantage in bringing this suit in the name of an Oklahoma corporation. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Fred Bloch 
William Goede 
George Oltmans 
Karl Friedeman 
The report was adopted. 


The session was adjourned, and closed with prayer by the Convention 
Chaplain. | 


FIFTH SESSION 
Thursday afternoon, May 20, 1948, 2:00 


The session was opened with prayer by the Convention Chaplain. 
The minutes of the fourth session were read and approved as corrected. 


Changes in the Order of Business as recommended by the Committee 
on Reference and Counsel were adopted. 


The motion carried to reconvene after the Memorial Service. 
Representatives and guests were welcomed. 


Pastor George-Search, President of the Kansas Synod, and Pastor Mein, 
Representative of the Central District of the American Lutheran Church, 
were welcomed as advisory members. Fraternal greetings were brought to 
Synod by these representatives. 


_ REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AUDIT OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
(Presented by Pastor Karl Koenig) 


Your committee reports that the books of the Treasurer were audited 
and found correct by Mr. John L. Blinde of the First State Bank of Johnson, 
Nebraska. ; 

Your committee has also carefully examined the books of your Treas- 
urer to the best of their ability and found them to be correct. 
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RECOM MENDATIONS: 


1. That Synod express its appreciation to Dr. Wiencke treasurer of 
Synod for the tremendous amount of work done by him in the past year 
by a rising vote of thanks. 


2. That next year the auditing committee meet with the treasurer of 
Synod several weeks previous to the Convention for the purpose of auditing 
the books. | 


. Respectfully submitted, 
E. J. Amend 
O. K. Oelke 
Ernest F. Hamburg 


Henry Huttmann 


K. Koenig 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
The motion was made to adopt recommendation No. 2. 


The substitute motion was made that it be ruled that the treasurer’s 
report be audited by a certified auditor chosen by the Executive Board. 


It was moved to amend the substitute motion by adding that the treas- 
urer be bonded. 


The amendment with reference to bonding the treasurer was adopted. 
By common consent the substitute motion was withdrawn. 


It Was moved to amend the original recommendation by substituting the 
word “examining” for ‘auditing’. 


Recommendation No. 2 as amended was adopted. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AUDIT OF 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN MANAGER’S REPORT 
(Presented by Pastor E. J. Moede) 


Your committee has examined the record books of the business manager 
of The Midwest Lutheran and has found them correct and in good order. 
J. A. Bahnsen 
F. W. Nolte 
Harry Ross 
Frank Karioff 
E. J. Moede 
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The report was accepted. 
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REPORT OF LUTHERAN STUDENT WORK 
Presented by Pastor 8. K. de Freese) 


The National Lutheran Council the past two years have taken over 
the work of Lutheran Students under the heading of the Student Service 
Commission. They have made considerable progress in this work. 


Lutheran Student work at the University of Nebraska is under the 
direction of full time pastor Rev. A. M. Petersen. Approximately 1200 
Lutheran Students are enrolled at the University, Of this number 800 are 
National Lutheran Council students. The Lutheran Student Foundation at 
Lincoln is incorporated to hold property and receive funds for the promotion 
ot student work and secure more adequate support for the cause of ministry. 
Funds are asked generally from church bodies of Nebraska and through 
the Foundation. Rev. F. W. Henkel continues working with Students at 
Peru State Teacher's College. Rev. S. K. de Freese attended the “Little 
Ashram” at Omaha, Nebraska with a delegation of Lutheran Students and 
served as one of the Bible Instructors. The work at Wayne State Teacher's 
College is in charge of Rev. S. K. de Freese assisted by Rev. T. Schuldt. 


Respectfully submitted, 


S. K. de Freese 
R. L. Jobman 


REPORT or THE LUTHERAN STUDENT FOUNDATION, 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
(Presented by Pastor Werner Welchert) 


Work among Lutheran students in Lincoln has taken on added 
enthusiasm during 1947, A Lutheran Student Foundation was organized 
with a Board of Directors, having representatives from the state wide 
church bodies of the National Lutheran Council in Nebraska, from Lutheran 
students, alumni, and faculty members, and from the local churches of the 
National Lutheran Council. Pastor Werner Welchert, Papillion, Nebraska, is 
the representative of the Midwest Synod of the United Lutheran Church on 
this Board. A house has been rented near the main campus fer use as 2 
Lutheran Student House, which is proving a real blessing in our ministry. 


There are 800 Lutheran students at the University of Nebraska, 


exclusive of the Missouri Synod. There are 200 married I. 

0 utheran students 
at the university. At other educational institutions in Lincoln there are over 
100 Lutherans. 


Pastor Alvin M. Petersen ministers to students in Lincoln on a full time 
e as the pastor tor Lutheran students representing the Student Service 

mmission of the National Lutheran Council. His ministry embraces coun- 
selling, Bible teaching, contacts, supervising L. S. A. programs and activities, 
and relating the students to local Lutheran churches. Students worship and 
commune in National Lutheran Council churches in Lincoln. 
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Ministry to students at state institutions of learning is a most strategie 
mission of the church, especially when we consider that these schools have 
over 85% of our Lutheran students. 


We bespeak for this ministry your interest, prayers, and your support. 


For the Lutheran Student Foundation and 
the Student Service Commission, 
Alvin M. Petersen 


The reports were accepted. 


The motion carried to reconsider the motion pertaining to the bonding 
of the synodical treasurer. y 


The motion carried to refer this matter to the Executive Board. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor E. C. Hansen was declared elected as 
statistical secretary on the third ballot. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SEPARATION OF 
rg WESTERN SEMINARY FROM MIDLAND COLLEGE 
(Presented by Pastor Paul Moessner) 


Your Committee on the Separation of Western Seminary from Midland 
College met twice during the past year. The Board of Education of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, with Dr. Gould Wicky as its representa- 
tive, was the convener in both instances. 


At the first meeting, held October 21, 1947, Dr. Wickey wished to 
ascertain the attitudes, or any change of attitudes on the part, of the support- 
ing Synods on the matter of separation. Although voices were raised against 
the separation, the majority favored the separation. The California Synod 
is, of course, more interested in establishing a seminary on the West Coast. 
If such a seminary is founded, it will in all probability be in cooperation with 
other Lutheran bodies. California, however, also favored separation. 


Your representatives were of the opinion that it was not our responsi- 
bility to discuss the pros and cons of separation. At the Ridgeley Convention 
in 1946 Synod voted in favor of separation and we interpreted our assign- 
ment to mean the carrying out of the separation. 


After it had been ascertained that the supporting Synods favored 
separation, a Constitution, prepared by the Board of Education, was dis- 
cussed, studied, and finally adopted for proposal to the Synods. A committee 
consisting of the Presidents of the supporting Synods, was appointed to 
work out the details of the Constitution. 


When this special committee on the Constitution met, the United Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church (Danish, with headquarters at Blair, Nebraska) had 
unofficial representatives present who showed great interest in a merger of 
their Trinity Theological Seminary at Blair with Western Seminary, prefer- 
ably at Lincoln. A constitution was drawn up taking into account the possible 
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' merger. Later, however, the brethren of the U. E. L. C. reported that their 
plans had been premature, that their body was not ready to take such a 
step. The door to such a merger, is, however, not closed. 


On March 16, 1948, another meeting of Synodical representatives was 
: called. At this meeting, the representatives of the supporting Synods had to 
readapt the Constitution to the original proposal, that of separation without 
a merger with Trinity. , 


A copy of the Constitution proposed by the Separation Committee is 
enclosed with the Pre-Convention Bulletin for your careful scrutiny. It is 
being submitted to us and to all supporting Synods for approval, amendment 
or rejection. 


Hf the Constitution is approved, each Synod is asked to appoint a 
member to the Board of Directors as per the proposed By-Law attached to the 
Constitution. 


After all directors are elected, the Board of Education will call them 
together for the purpose or organization and petition for Charter, as well 
as adoption of By-Laws. ; 4 


If all Synods approve by January 1949, a Charter can be obtained by 


July 1949 and the seminary “can begin to function as a chartered institution 
for the academic year, 1949-1950.” 


Respectfully submitted, 

A. B. Lentz 

Karl Koenig 

Lorin J. Wolff, ex officio 

Paul H. G. Moessner, Chairman. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


thy 1. We, the members of the Committee on Separation of Western 


5 Seminary from Midland College, recommend that Synod approve the 


s 2. We further recommend that Synod appoint, in accordance with 
Synodical procedure, a member to the Board of Directors for the new, 


wits proposed Central Lutheran Theological Seminary. 


The report was adopted. 


1 REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVE TO THE MIDLAND ASSEMBLY 


(Presented by Pastor Lorin J. Wolff) 


program of education and inspir- 
Pastor Donald E. Elder of Indianapolis, 
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Indiana, in charge of the Pastor’s hour. His theme will be: “How to set up 
a congregation Functionally.” Credit courses for Sunday School Workers 
and others will be taught by: Mabel Elsie Locker of the Parish and Church 
School Board, Dr, E. Byran Keisler of Western Seminary and Pastor E. 
Messer, S. T. M., South Sioux City, Nebraska. 


We call attention to a recommendation adopted last year, which would 


encourage our congregations to grant scholarships to worthy lhay-leaders 
that they might attend this helpful Assembly. 8 


We believe that an increased attendance at, and interest in the Assembly, 
by pastors of our Synod will serve to make the Midland Assmbly even better 
than it has been. 


The report was accepted. 


Lorin John Wolff 


REPORT OF THE PENSION SECRETARY 
(Presented by Pastor A. B. Lentz) 


Your secretary for the promotion of the Contributory Pension Plan 
of the United Lutheran Church in America is happy to report, that on or 1 
before November 1, 1947, the deadline for participation in the supplemental 14 
benefit set by the Cleveland Convention of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, our 5 missionaries and 60 of our pastors in the active ministry ; 
in our Synod, together with their congregations, and/or their employing 
agencies, were enrolled in the Contributory Pension Plan of the ULCA. 
This makes a total of 2275 pastors in the active service in the ULCA and 
their congregations, or over two thirds of the ULCA constituency, who 
are participants in the Contributory Plan. 


After January 1, 1948 and up to the present time, 4 more pastors and | 


their congregations have joined the Contributory Fund. At present only two 


7 


pastors in the active ministry in our Synod and their congregations have | 
a not yet joined. That is, a total of 64 pastors who were on our roll of active | 
1 pastors in 1947 and up to the present time, out of the 66 pastors on the 14 
active list, are members of the Contributory Fund with their congregations. | | 
. Or percentage wise: our Synod has 97% participation in the Contributory 4 
Pension Fund. 

| 


Our Pastors, 65 years or older and who are retired, 
receive the following pension a year: From the Basic : 
Non-Contributory Pension Fund $300.00 a year : 


From the Special grant from the ULCA Budget depend- 14 
ing upon the apportionment received and since in 1947 
the church nearly reached the goal— the schedule attained 

calls for an additional grant of over ; $200.00 a year 


A Total of Over $500.00 a year 


In addition, those pastors who have been in the fund with their | 
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congregations, receive the sccumulations of their investaMfts in 
the Contributory Pension Plan, which of course varies with the 
amounts paid in and the length of time such payments have been 


made. 
Pastor’s widows receive pensions as follows: From the 
Non-Contributory Pension Plan $200.00 a year 


From the Special Grant from the ULC Budget as per 
schedule — in 1947 that will have amounted to 
over $100.00 : $100.00 a year 


$300.00 
In addition $50.00 is granted for every minor child a year. 


The present schedule for special grants from the ULCA Budget will 
expire in 1949. However, it is expected that adequate provisions for 3 
continuation of such special grants will be made at the Philadelphia Conven- 
tion of the ULCA in 1948. 


In view of the fact that at present our Synod has 16 pastors, 16 pastors’ 
widows, 1 disabled man and 4 pastors’ children, or a total of 37 persons, who 
receive support from the Pensions Board of the Church, it seems only fair 
and right that pastors and congregations join the Contributory Pension 
Plan in order to provide additional security; and that both, pastors and 
congregations strive to reach the apportionment goals set by the Church— 


so that our present pensioners will receive the benfits of the larger 
allocations from the ULCA Budget. | 


Your Secretary recommends: 


A. That Synod commend those pastors and congregations, who have 
joined the Contributory Pension Plan, for their wisdom and their progress 


iveness, in taking this step. 


B. That Synod urge all those congregations, who by reason of vacan- 
cies, or being in a parish with another congregation or congregations, or other 
reasons, who have not yet joined the Contributory Pension Fund, to consider 
the advisability of participating; And that likewise eligible pastors, not yet 


members, be urged to consider the advisability of membership in the Con- 
tributory Pension Fund. 


Respectfully submitted, 
a A. B. Lentz, Pension Secretary. 
The report was adopted. 


The petition requesting the elosing of the meeting Synod Sunday 
was presented for consideration. 


The motion was made that we continue our present conven schedule, 
and close on Thursday instead of Friday noon. on 


The chair ruled that this motion was in order. 
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The decision was appealed, and the appeal was carried. 
The motion to grant the request in the petition was lost. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE GRACE 
SYSTEM OF BENEVOLENCE GIVING 
(Presented by Pastor Fred Bloch) 


The Grace“ system of giving to benevolence, might well be called 
the “free-will” plan of gathering benevolence money. It is just that. People 
are simply asked to give as the Lord has prospered them, and not ac-ording 
to a certain per-capita figure. The Synod would inform gnd inspire its 
members by literature, sermons and addresses of the needs of the Church to 
carry out its work. People will be asked to pledge and to give to benevolence 
the way they give to current expenses of the church. The key-person will be 
the pastor. If he presents the causes of Christ’s Church in His name, the 
people will, we believe respond. Each year at the Synod meeting a table of 
percentages is adopted for the coming year. This is the budget of Synod 
and includes a certain percent for the ULCA as well as for the Synod, 


The Synod of the Northwest has used this plan since 1918. Since then 
they have experienced a large and growing increase in giving, and they 
have never doubted the wisdom of changing to this plan. We are listing some 
of the advantages which the Northwest Synod sees in this plan. We believe 
they are sound reasons and merit our consideration. 


1. The free-will plan is Scriptural. It is taught in the Bible. We are 
stewards. God as owner, has a prior claim. We should give as God has blessed 
us, “As a man purposeth in his heart, so let him give, not grudgingly, or of 
necessity.” “He who sows bountifully, shall also reap bountifully.” Love is 
the one motive. 


2. It is Equitable. It is wrong to ask the poor person or the poor 
congregation to give as much as the rich; and to ask the rich to give no 
more than the poor. From him who has much, much is required. From him 
who has little, little is required. Giving is conditioned on receiving. 


3. It is popular. No one likes a tax. Apportionment is sometimes so 


considered. The Church says to the congregation and to the people, you alone. 


determine what you want to give. There is joy in giving, as contrasted with 
paying. 

4. It is practical. For the Northwest Synod it has produced results. It 
does not put a ceiling on giving. 


5. It is logical. As members are told the needs of their own local 
church for current expenses, and then asked to give as they are able; so 
they are told of the needs of the Whole Church and asked to give according 
to their ability. 


6. It encourages Real Giving. Under the apportionment plan, the em- 
phasis is often on reaching the goal“. Under the free-will plan the emphasis 
is giving out of love. It will encourage real growth in the grace of Christian 
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giving, which will not stop at “goals”. It makes the raising of benevolences 
a — ministry instead of a necessary but unpleasant duty. Under the wise, 
consecrated efforts of a godly ministry it will be the means of developing 
true proportionate giving on the part of those who truly love Him who gave 
all for them. 


Your Committee recommends, 


1. That, the plan of Free-will Giving to benevolences, be made the 
topic for study and discussion at each of our three conferences. 


2. That our Synod adopt the Free-will plan of giving in 1950. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Lorin John Wolff 
F. W. Bloch 


The report was adopted. 


The Committee on Reference and Counsel recommended that Mr. C. W. 
Petersen be granted time on Synod floor. The recommendation was adopted. 


The motion was made and carried that Synod begin its convention at 
the regular time on Tuesday and close on Thursday. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor G. K. Wiencke Sr. was declared elected 
treasurer on the first ballot. : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS 
(Presented by Pastor H. B. Pearson) 


In the January issue of the Midwest Lutheran, the Foreign Mission 
Committee through the article, “The World Needs Christ,” stressed the 
present urgency for world-wide preaching of the Gospel. It pointed out that 
in a day when every conceivable kind of -ism within and without the church 
is attempting to stamp out the Gospel of the crucified and ressurected 
Saviour, we can’t afford to have even one Christian without missionary fervor 
e must ALL either go or send or support. In a day when sin as never 
before tries to muster its mighty forces, there is no alternative. A sinful world 
needs it! The compassionate Saviour commands it. 


Upon the recommendation of the Executive Board, The Foreign Mission 
Committee investigated the matter of “Special Gifts“ and “Special Projects” 
on the foreign field and sent it in for publication in the Midwest Lutheran. 
A special copy is likewise being sent to every congregation in the synod. The 


information gathered follows. 1 


The Department of Special Gifts of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church in America has three plans by which special gifts 
may be given by congregations, church organizations, and individuals. How- 
ever, in this connection let it be stressed at the very outset that the United 
Lutheran Church in America expects support of special projects only from 


— congregations which have first paid their apportioned benevolences in 
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The first plan set forth by the Board provides for the support of men 


missionaries, For this plan, the Board has fixed a minimum gift of. 


$1,500.00 per year, but has suggested that a larger amount be donated 
whenever possible—$1,500.00 does not now cover the salary and other 
expenses of any missionary on the field. 


The second plan provides for the support of a “Parish Abroad”; that 
is, a congregation, a group of congregations, a school, a dispensary, or any 


other organization receiving at least part of its support from the Home 


Church. The minimum amount required for this plan is $50.00 annually— 
more should be given if possible. 


Assignments may be obtained from the Department of Special Gifts 
of the Board of Foreign Missions. In writing for a list of parishes from 
which to choose, it is advisable to state the country or countries in which one 
is interested, as well as the amount to be contributed. For each assignment 
a certificate or support is sent to the patron. 


One can plainly see that there is much land to be possessed in this field. 
If there is a church, Sunday School, Luther League or Ladies’ Aid, which 
wants to have a direct part in the support of a parish abroad, a list of 
available parishes will be sent upon request. 


The third plan provides for the support of workers and students in the 
foreign field. Under this heading come students, teachers, catechists, evan- 
gelists, school supervisors, etc. The amounts range from $25.00 to $250.00. 


INDIA: Boy’s ‘scholarships $25.00 to $35.00; special student $75.00 to 
$135.00; school teacher $35.00 to $45.00; catechist $50.00 to $55.00; evan- 
gelist $55.00 to 75.00; school supervisor $85.00 to $90.00; seminary student 
$150.00 to $250.00. — 


LIBERIA: Boy’s scholarship $45.00; special student $60.00 to $150.00; 
teacher $100.00 to $250.00; day pupil $10.00. 


CHINA: Colporteur $35.00; village school teacher $45.00; elementary 
school teacher $85.00; middle school teacher $150.00; seminary-trained 
pastor $200.00. 


BRITISH GUIANA: Boy’s scholarship $50.00; catechist $100.00; evan- 
gelist $100.00; Bible student $75.00 (single); $125.00 (married). 


In conclusion, let it be said again that the amounts specified are only 
minimum needs—more should be given if possible. All gifts may be paid 
according to the convenience of the donor, either annually, semi-annually, 
quarterly, or even monthly. In order that contributing congregations may 
receive proper synodical credit, all monies should be sent through the 
Synodical Treasurer (The Rev. G. K. Wiencke, R. F. D. No. 1, Auburn, 
Nebraska), and all checks should be made payable to him, Furthermore, the 
name or the number of the parish or the protege should always be included 
with the remittance. For the convenience of the donor, due notices are 
sent out a month or two in advance. 


To allay any feelings of uneasiness, attention should be drawn to the 
fact that no gifts promised are considered as pledges or contracts. On the 
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other hand, assignments are carried from year to year until a request for 
cancellation is received by the Board. 


On the basis of an itinerary worked out in cooperation with the Rey, 
Fred Henkel, Miss Esther Bacon, missionary to Liberia, Africa, was sent out 
on a speaking tour through both the Midwest and the Nebraska Synods, 
She visited the following places: Spencer, Ponca, Emerson, Pender, Wayne, 


Norfolk, Wisner, Pilger, Ridgeley, Leigh, Creston, Platte Center, Madison, 


Shell Creek, Columbus, Schuyler, Beatrice, Diller, Davenport, Hastings, Blue 
Hill, Glenvil, Hildreth, Grand Island, Gothenburg, Gurley, Dalton, Ellis, 
Wakeeny, Hays, Russell, Hoisington, Oklahoma City, Perry, Stillwater, Dar- 


rouzett, Falls City, Auburn, Northboro, Westboro, Nebraska City, and 
Tekamah. 


| In order to promote intensified missionary effort within our synod, the 
committee offers the following recommendations: 


1. That every pastor and congregation consider it a sacred duty to 
carry out the aims of the Board of Foreign Missions. 


2. That Foreign Mission day be observed in every Sunday School with 
a special offering. 


3. That the members of the Foreign Missions Committee be appointed 
with this in view that they be located within reasonable distance of each 
other (this may apply to other committees also). 


4. That greater effort be made in our midwest churches to assume 
responsibility for special projects on the foreign field. 


5. That there be published in the Midwest Lutheran more articles 
pertaining to the vital foreign missionary work of our church, including 
enlightening field reports from our own missionaries now on the field. 


6. That every one of our pastors preach frequent missionary sermons, 
or make the missionary emphasis ring in some way through all his sermons. 
The command of Christ in Matthew 28:19 is a message for the entire year. 
In this respect, we can well learn a lesson from the disciples. They ran to 
the tomb, saw the risen Saviour, and then ran the rest of their lives spreading 
the Good News. In our day too many disciples have quit running. They have 
retired to the easy chair. They have lost the fervor and the passion both 
ministers and laymen of the Church should have for lost souls. “As my 
Father hath sent me, even so sent I you.” John 20:21. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Henning B. Pearson 
The report was adopted. 


The election of vice-president was ordered. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 
(Presented by Pastor Henry Rowoldt) 
At the suggestion of the President of Synod, our committee acted as 
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a fact-finding committee, relative to a program of Evangelism of our Synod. 


After corresponding with the Rev. C. Franklin Koch, D. D., Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Social Missions of the U.L.C.A., we were informed 
in the first place—the Evangelism program would be of best advantage to 
us if we cooperate with other U.L.C.A. synods on our territory. Secondly, 
that the first period of time to merit ys full coverage is from March 6-31 in 
1949. 


The Committee therefore recommends: 


1. That Synod approve an evangelism program on this territory. 


2. It further recommends that we cooperate with other U.L.C.A. 
Synods on our territory such as Kansas and Nebraska in this program. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor E. Moede 
Pastor C. H. Goede 
Pastor Henry Rowoldt. 
The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF LUTHER LEAGUE COMMITTEE 
(Presented by Pastor P. O. Spehr Jr.) _ 2? 


Your committee met with the Executive Committee of the Synodical 
Luther League three times during the past year, in order to consider 
convention. 


The 1947 Convention was held at St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Creston, 
August 19-21. The Convention theme was, “Saved to Serve.” The convention 
proved to be helpful and inspiring to the nearly three hundred delegates and 


visitors who were present. Six new Leagues were received into the Synodical | 


organization, namely, Christ Luther League, Ellis, Kansas; Frieden’s, Lincoln; 
St. Peter’s, Hildreth; St. Paul’s, Glenvil; St. John’s Intermediate, Scribner; 
and St. Paul’s Intermediate, Emerson. Since the last convention, two more 
Leagues have applied for membership and three others have indicated an 


interest in the Synodical League. At present there are thirty-four Leagues 
in the Midwest Synodical Luther League with a total membership of 717. 


All young peoples’ organizations in our Synod are invited to join the 
Synodical group. 

The 1948 Convention will be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Diller, 
August 17-19. 

Your committee urges all Luther League Districts to have rallies in 
order to promote Luther League Work. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Otto Spehr Jr. 
R. L. Jobman 
S. K. de Freese 
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on a speaking tour through both the Midwest and the Nebraska Synods, 


Shell Creek, Columbus, Schuyler, Beatrice, Diller, Davenport, Hastings, Blue 


other hand, assignments are carried from year to year until a request for 
cancellation is received by the Board. 


On the basis of an itinerary worked out in cooperation with the Rev, 
Fred Henkel, Miss Esther Bacon, missionary to Liberia, Africa, was sent out 


She visited the following places: Spencer, Ponca, Emerson, Pender, Wayne, 
Norfolk, Wisner, Pilger, Ridgeley, Leigh, Creston, Platte Center, Madison, 


Hill, Glenvil, Hildreth, Grand Island, Gothenburg, Gurley, Dalton, Ellis, 
Wakeeny, Hays, Russell, Hoisington, Oklahoma City, Perry, Stillwater, Dar- 
rouzett, Falls City, Auburn, Northboro, Westboro, Nebraska City, and 
Tekamah. 


| In order to promote intensified missionary effort within our synod, the 
committee offers the following recommendations: | 


1. That every pastor and congregation consider it a sacred duty to 
carry out the aims of the Board of Foreign Missions. * 


2. That Foreign Mission day be observed in every Sunday School with 
a special offering. 


3. That the members of the Foreign Missions Committee be appointed 
with this in view that they be located within reasonable distance of each 
other (this may apply to other committees also). 


4. That greater effort be made in our midwest churches to assume 
responsibility for special projects on the foreign field. 


5. That there be published in the Midwest Lutheran more articles 
pertaining to the vital foreign missionary work of our church, including 
enlightening field reports from our own missionaries now on the field. 


6. That every one of our pastors preach frequent missionary sermons, 
or make the missionary emphasis ring in some way through all his sermons. 
The command of Christ in Matthew 28:19 is a message for the entire year. 
In this respect, we can well learn a lesson from the disciples. They ran to 
the tomb, saw the risen Saviour, and then ran the rest of their lives spreading 
the Good News. In our day too many disciples have quit running. They have 
retired to the easy chair. They have lost the fervor and the passion both 
ministers and laymen of the Church should have for lost souls. “As my 
Father hath sent me, even so sent I you.” John 20:21. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Henning B. Pearson 


The report was adopted. 
The election of vice-president was ordered. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


(Presented by Pastor Henry Rowoldt) 
At the suggestion of the President of Synod, our committee acted as 
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a fact-finding committee, relative to a program of Evangelism of our Synod. 


After corresponding with the Rev. C. Franklin Koch, D. D., Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Social Missions of the U.L.C.A., we were informed 
in the first place—the Evangelism program would be of best advantage to 
us if we cooperate with other U.L.C.A. synods on our territory. Secondly, 
that the first period of time to merit ys full coverage is from March 6-81 in 
1949. 


The Committee therefore recommends: 
1. That Synod approve an evangelism program on this territory. 


2. It further recommends that we cooperate with other U.L.C.A. 
Synods on our territory such as Kansas and Nebraska in this program. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor E. Moede 

Pastor C. H. Goede 

Pastor Henry Rowoldt. 
The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF LUTHER LEAGUE COMMITTEE 


(Presented by Pastor P. O. Spehr Jr.) 


Your committee met with the Executive Committee of the Synodical 
Luther League three times during the past year, in order to consider 
problems confronting the League and to make. plans for the Synodical 


convention. 


The 1947 Convention was held at St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Creston, 
August 19-21. The Convention theme was, “Saved to Serve.” The convention 
proved to be helpful and inspiring to the nearly three hundred delegates and 


visitors who were present. Six new Leagues were received into the Synodical 


organization, namely, Christ Luther League, Hlis, Kansas; Frieden’s, Lincoln; 
St. Peter's, Hildreth; St. Paul's, Glenvil; St. John’s Intermediate, Scribner; 
and St. Paul’s Intermediate, Emerson. Since the last convention, two more 
Leagues have applied for membership and three others have indicated an 
interest in the Synodical League. At present there are thirty-four Leagues 
in the Midwest Synodical Luther League with a total membership of 717. 
All young peoples’ organizations in our Synod are invited to join the 
Synodical group. 
The 1948 Convention will be held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Diller, 
August 17-19. * 
Your committee urges all Luther League Districts to have rallies in 
order to promote Luther League Work. | 
Respectfully submitted, 
Otto Spehr Jr. 
R. L. Jobman 
S. K. de Freese 
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K The motion carried that all auxiliary organizations and associations 
of Synod be requested to present annual reports or minutes of their respective 
conventions or meetings to be filed as records in the synodical archive. 


The report was adopted. 


| REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORY OF SYNOD 


Inasmuch as this committee has been in existence for many years, and 
now believes that the time for final action has come, we recommend that 
Synod resolve to make the following appointments, assignments of work, 
and orders: . 


1. That our committee be ordered to publish a History before 
April 1949. 


2. That this history be in size about equal to our synodical 
reports and that the number of copies be decided upon by the Executive 
Committee. 


8. That the following pastors be appointed to do certain shares 
of work in the publication of this history, and that all co-workers be 
advisory members on this committee. 


Pastor P. Bieger to write an introduction of about 200 words 
on the Blessings which attended the organization and development ‘ 
of Synod. 


Pastor A. B, Lentz to write about 4000 words on the Organ- I 
ization of Synod. 3 


Pastor G. K. Wiencke to write about 4000 words on Growth 
of Synod during first twenty years. 


Pastor J. N. Marxen to write about 4000 words on Causes ( 
that slowly Impeded Growth during next fifteen years. | 


Pastor R. M. Gauberzweig to write about 5000 words on 
Development since about 1930. 


Pastor Paul Moessner to write about 4000 words on Outlook 
into the Future. * 


Pastor R. R. Syre to write about 4000 words on our Confession 
of Faith Today. 


Pastor W. Harder to write about 4000 words on Men and 
Women in our Synod. 


Pastor F. C. Schuldt to write about 200 words for a Conclusion. 


Pastor M. A. Schroeder to select and arrange pictures and 
supervise an artistic arrangement of all details of the work. ) 


4. That this Committee on History of Synod be authorized to ’ 
employ needed help, to expend money necessary for a proper execution 


of this project, to suggest changes in the outline of the subjects to be 
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written, to advise any of the above named appointees to see to it that the 
entire work harmonizes in spirit, and that the above named contributions 
are to be sent to this committee. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. Schrader 


F. C. Schuldt 
H. O. Rhode 


The report was adopted. 
Synod recessed for the Memorial Service. 
Synod reconvened. 


Pastor S. K. de Freese of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Wayne 
extended an invitation to Synod to meet at Wayne for the 1949 convention. 


The invitation was accepted with a rising vote. 

Pastor E. C. Hansen gave an oral report on Lutheran Welfare Work. 
Pastor Paul Moessner presented the report of the Northern Conference, 
The motion was made to accept this report. 3 


The motion to strike and exclude this report from the minutes was 
carried. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor Paul Moessner was declared elected vice- 
president on the second ballot. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF BROTHERHOOD 


The Brotherhood of the Midwest Synod sends its greetings to the 59th 
Convention of Synod. 


Since the last meeting of Synod the Brotherhoods met in convention at 
Winside, Nébraska. The attendance at the fellowship banquet showed much 
interest in Brotherhood work. Invitations had been sent to the pastors of 
churches in the Synod who did not have a Brotherhood to attend this banquet, 
Many congregations responded. A very inspiring address was given by Zeb 
Trexler, President of U. L. C. A. Brotherhood. 


At the convention Mr. Trexler again pointed out the work which the 
men of the Church must consider their responsibility. At the time of 
convention 3 new Brotherhoods were acknowledged. It was moved and carried 
that the president appoint a promotional secretary, This office is filled by 
Elmer Monk of Winside. 


A project for the Brotherhood was discussed. It was decided to use 
$300.00 for this purpose. The project to be decided on by the executive 
board. It being agreeable with the executive board of Synod this money 
was given to the Lutheran Welfare Counc’! for institutional chaplaincy work. 


The executive committee has met twice since convention. There have 
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In Memoriam 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the. 
Lord from henceforth: | 
Yea, said the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors, and their works do follow 
them.” | 
To Honor the Memory _ 
of the Dead | 

OUR BRETHREN | 


R. HAUPTMAN — 
ERNEST PETT 
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been several more Brotherhoods organized since convention. At this time 
we do not have an invitation for our next convention. 


May God continue to prosper us in our work and bestow His blessing on 
mote peace. 


_ Respectfully submitted, 
Melvin A. Ruwe, President 


The report was accepted. 


A letter of greeting from Clinton Von Seggern, President of the Synodi- 
cal Luther League, was read to the convention. 


The session was adjourned, FF 
Chaplain. 


SIXTH SESSION 
Friday morning, May 21, 1948, 8:45 
The morning devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain. 
The minutes of the fifth session were read and approved as corrected. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATING LAYMEN 
TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Your committee presents the following names for nominees to the 
Synodical Executive Board: 


John Huttenmeyer—Diller, Nebraska 
Conrad Scheidt—Lincoln, Nebraska 
Elmer Monk—Winside, Nebraska 

C. A. Myrom— Hastings, Nebraska 
John Schole— Hooper, Nebraska 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. Welchert 

M. A. Ritzen 

Ed Schneider 

W. Botsch 


Election of lay delegates to the Executive Board was ordered. 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON A UNIFORM 
SUBSCRIPTION PLAN FOR THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
"(Presented by Pastor W. F. Churchill) 
Your Committee recommends: 
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That all congregations served by Pastors of the Midwest Synod sub. 
scribe to the Midwest Lutheran; 


That each congregation, out of its current budget, pay for the subscrip 
tions for the Midwest Lutheran for each family or member 4 the rate of 
20c per subscription, per rear; 


That the Midwest Lutheran be mailed to each subscriber; 
That each Pastor be the active subscription agent in his church; 


That he appoint a “subscription committee” in the proportion to the 
size of his congregation which shall get the signed subscriptions, according 
to Postal Laws and Regulations; | 


That this Subscription committee use the following ang either on 
individual cards or on petition sized sheets: 


I hereby subscribe to the Midwest Lutheran for the duration 


of my membership with Lutheran Church, 
and I authorize the Treasurer of my church to pay my subscription 
out of my current contribution which shall exceed 20c per year. 


Date. 19 
| Signature 
That the Pastor, as subscription agent for the i be respon- 


sible for keeping the signed subscription cards or lists on file as a permanent 
record; | 


That the Pastor and the subscription committee be respor ble for the 
subscriptions of accessions and for changes of address, 


And that the Assistant Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheras 
shall supervise this work and shall keep check on the congregations subscri> 
ing, admonishing those who have failed to send in their subscriptions. 


Respectfully submitted, 
George Oltmanns 

Paul H. G. Moessner 
W. F. V. Churchill 


| 
| 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
(Presented by Pastor P. O. Spehr Jr.) 
Letters of good wishes were received from: 
The Rev. Wallace J. Wolff, British Guiana; 
The Rev. Milton G. Moore, San Antonio, Texas. 
Telegrams of good wishes were received from: 
lilingis Synod, Iowa Synod, Central Pennsylvania Synod and th 


The report was adopted. 


i/ 


North West Synod. 
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Your Committee, 
H. M. Biedenweg 
Otto Spehr Jr. 

H. H. Bernhardt 


The motion carried that the letters of greeting be answered, and that 
the sending of pictures to our missionaries be referred to the Executive 
Poard. 


The secretary of the Kansas Conference reported that there was nothing 
to report, 
The secretary of the Southern Conference had nothing to report. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Your Executive Board recommends that the Committee on The Ministry, 
the Synodical Board of Home Missions, and the Committee on Lutheran 
Student Work receive and disburse money through their own treasurers. 


The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS 
AND CONSTITUTIONS 
(Presented by Pastor G. Van Boeninz) 


The committee has examined the constitution submitted by the congre- 
gation of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ellis, Kansas, and has 
found it to be doctrinally sound. However, for the safe-guarding of the well 
being of the congregation in the days which lie ahead, the committee recom- 
mends that the congregation rewrite its constitution using the “Model 
Constitution” of the U. L. C. A. as a guide, so that all the phases of the work of 
the congregation and church council may be regulated by the constitution, and 
that it may be done in an orderly manner. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. H. Botsch 
H. J. Diekhoff ; 


G. Van Boening 
The report was adopted. 


, REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE AND EXCUSES 
(Presented by Pastor T. Tychsen) 


Your committee recommends that the following Pastors be excused 
for not attending our annual convention: John Goemmel, J. O. Krueger, O. 
Bergfelder, Karl Klinger, Paul Rowoldt Sr., F. Rabe, M. Koolen, R. R. Syre, 
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These telegrams were answered with greetings as requested by Synod.’ 
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Wallace Wolff, C. H. Kemper, Levon Spath, K. Vordemann and Gustav K 
Wiencke Jr.; | | 


For part-time absence: Pastors H. G. Knaub, F. Weisenborn, E. Walter 
W. Lau, C. H. Goede, M. Schroeder, S. K. de Freese, V. Moeller, M. Ritzen, 
C. Rautenstrauss; Lay-delegates: Carl Wichman, John Urban, C. J. Happold 
M. Wilson, H. Mowinkel. | 


Linked together with letters of excuses were two short communications 
of special significance and greetings which we feel ought to be read to 
synod. | 

Since, according to our findings, only one active pastor has failed to 
submit an excuse for absence, your committee recommends that the chair 


extend a word of praise to this convention for the splendid observance of 
rules and order. 


Since nearly one half of the synodical congregations seemingly fail to 
send lay delegates, your committee recommends that such congregations 
be admonished or encouraged gladly to avail themselves of their Christian 
democratic privilege of having their congregation represented by voice and 
vote of a lay member at our synodical meetings, eee 


Respectfully submitted, 
T. Schmunk 

T. Tychsen 

C. R. Goldenstein 
Wm. H. Schierkolk 
Wm. Miller 


The report was adopted. 


Pastor T. Schmunk read letters of greeting from Missionary W. Wolff, 
and Dr. F. Rabe. 


The President carried out the above adopted recommendation. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON GRANTS IN AID 
(Omitted under standing resolution of Synod) 
The report was adopted. | 


Pastor M. Ritzen reported for the Committee on Haven of Rest by 
referring to last year’s report in the 1947 minutes. | 


The motion to postpone action was carried, 


Tellers reported, and Mr. C. A. Myrom and Mr. John Hutte 
declared elected as lay members on the Executive Board on the second ballot 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
(Presented by Pastor W. Goede) 


Resolved: 

1. To express our gratitude to Christ Lutheran Church of Ellis for 
extending the invitation to meet in convention in their midst and 
generous hospitality accompanying that invitation. 


2. That we express our appreciation to the choir and organists of 
Christ Church for their willingness to enhance the services with song and 
music. 

of the 


8. That we extend our sincere thanks to the men and women 
congregation who took an active part in the furnishing of meals, transpor- 
tation and housing. 


4. That the president of Synod express in person, Synod’s gratitude to 
Pastor and Mrs. Churchill for their very kind hospitality. 


5. That the Secretary of Synod forward a copy of the above 4 
resolutions to the local pastor to be read at his convenience in a public 
service. 


6. That Synod authorize its treasurer to make the following gifts and 
grants, A. Organists $10.00, Custodian, $10.00 B. Midwest Lutheran Editor, 
$75.00, Midwest Lutheran Manager $75.00 C. Secretary of Synod, $200.00, 
Statistical Secretary, $125.00, Vice President $75.00 C. Treasurer, $400.00. 


7. That we convey our appreciation to Dr. V. Cromer for his lucid 
and coherent report on the state of the Church and for his spiritual message 
contained in both his convention report and sermon, and that the secretary 
send a copy of this resolution to the president and secretary of the United 
Lutheran Church. 


8. That the Evangelical Synod in the Midwest heartily endorse and com- 
mand the efforts of President Hieronymus to strengthen the faculty of Midland 
College along academic but especially Christian and Lutheran lines and we 
instruct the representatives of our Synod to lend all support to Dr. Hierony- 
mus in these efforts. 


9. That Synod instruct the Executive Board to appoint a Promotional 


Features Committee of two who shall arrange for the publication of 


journalistically acceptable articles featuring the main causes of our Church 
as well as other such features that will contribute to the expansion of God's 
Kingdom and the deepening of devotion of her members, and that this 
committee shall be under the editor of the Midwest Lutheran. 


10. That we rescind the action of Synod pertaining to the time of 
convention. And be it further resolved that Synod open its convention on 
Monday evening with divine service and Holy Commuion and close on 


Thursday in proper form. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. O. Rhode 
Wm. Goede 
R. L. Jobman 
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4] Recommendations No. 1-9 were adopted. 
* Recommendation No. 10 was presented. 


The motion to rescind the former action of Synod with reference to the 


The motion carried to begin the meeting of Synod on Monday evening | 
and to adjourn on Thursday. 


Recommendation No. 10 was adopted. 
The report was adopted as a whole. N 


The election of clerical delegates to the United Lutheran Church Conven- 
tion was ordered. 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD’S APPOINTMENTS 
ro BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES . 
(See Pages 15, 16) I 


4 * — — 


Additional necessary appointments were referred to the Executive & 
Board. 


— 


| REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATING LAY DELEGATES 
. FOR THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH CONVENTION 


0 Your committee presents the following nominees: 
c. W. Peterson—Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
{ C. A. Myrom—Hastings, Nebraska 

Elmer Sasse Diller, Nebraska 

i Elmer Monk—Winside, Nebraska 

George Oltmanns—Stillwater, Oklahoma 

John Schole—Hooper, Nebraska 

| Emil Wragge—Pierce, Nebraska 

John Huttman—Bloomfield, Nebraska 
August Brei—Lanham, Nebraska 

Herman Langholz—Russell, Kansas 

F. C. Strasheim—Lincoln, Nebraska 

Harry Ross—Otoe, Nebraska 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. Moehring 

F. W. Nolte 

R. M. Sauberzweig 
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The following were nominated from the floor: 
Otto Huber—Ellis, Kansas 

Melvin Ruwe—Fontanelle, Nebraska 

John Huttenmeyer—Diller, Nebraska 
Edward Schneider—Lipscomb, Texas 

Henry Sterkel—Lincoln (Havelock), Nebraska 


Election of lay delegates to United Lutheran Church Convention was 


The motion carried to send a telegram of congratulations and greetings 
to the Ministerium of Pennsylvania on their 200th anniversary meeting. 


By motion the secretary was instructed to send a letter of felicitation 
to each one of our missionaries, assuring them of our support and inter- 
cessory prayers. 


Tellers reported, and Messrs. C. A. Myrom, John Schole, Herman 
Langholz, and Otto Huber were declared elected lay delegates on the first 
ballot. 


Tellers reported, and Mr. C. W. Peterson wes declared elected lay 
delegate on the second ballot. 


The Wes made thet Syned allow. 86.00 per diem Ste 
delegates. 
The motion was made to amend the per diem allowance to $5.00. 

The motion carried to refer this matter to the chairman of the delegation. 


Tellers reported, and Mr. Elmer Monk was declared elected lay delegate 
on the fifth ballot. 


Tluepllers reported, and Pastors W. Churchill, J. Schrader, and M. Ritzen 
were elected clerical delegates on the third ballot. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor F. W. FF 


on the fifth ballot. (See Page 18). 


The session was adjourned, and the convention was closed with the 
installation of officers conducted by the Convention Chaplain Dr. J. Schrader. 
The formal closing service was read by the President. 


CERTIFICATION 


These minutes are certified to be the true copy of the true Record 
of the Proceedings of the Fifty-Ninth Annual Convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, convening May 18 to May 21, 1948 at Christ Lutheran Church, 


Ellis, Kansas, Rev, W. F. Churchill, Pastor. 


Signed, Lorin J. Wolff, President 
Certified, Hugo H. F, Welchert, Secretary. 
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| PROGRAM OF SERVICES AND SPEAKERS 
COMMUNION SERVICE: 

i Tuesday morning, May 18, 10:00 
Liturgist: Pastor Hugo Welchert, Secretary of Synod 
The Sermon: Pastor Lorin John Wolff, S.T.M. President of Synod 
Administration of Holy Communion 

Order for the Opening of Synod 


| WORSHIP AND ANNIVERSARY SERVICE: 
i Tuesday evening, May 18, 8:00 
i Liturgist: Pastor Otto K. Oelke, Hanover, Kansas 
| The Sermon: Pastor H. Bernhardt, Linn, Kansas 
Ordination Anniversary Sermon, Pastor F. W. Nolte, D. D., Westboro, 
Missouri 

| Anniversaries: 

Pastor P. Bieger—60th Anniversary 

, Pastor E. Walter, D. D.—50th Anniversary 

Pastor K. Klinger—50th Anniversary 


H 
N Pastor Paul Kuehner—25th Anniversary 
MEMORIAL SERVICE: 
Thursday afterncon, May 20, 4:30 
| f Liturgist: Pastor E. C. Hansen, Necrologist 
. The Sermon: Pastor Wm. Goede, Columbus, Nebraska 
N In Memory of our Brethren 
Pastor H. Hauptman 
; Pastor Ernest Pett 


WORSHIP SERVICE: 
Thursday evening, May 20, 8:00 
Liturgist: Pastor Grant Van Beening, Schuyler, Nebraska 


; The Sermon: Pastor Voigt R. Cromer, D. D., President, Synod 
of North Carolina 8 


Friday noon, May 21 | 
Installation of Officers: Pastor J. Schrader, D. D., Lipscomb, Texas 
Order for the Closing of Synod * 


Convention Chaplain, Pastor J. Schrader, D. Ds, Lipscomb, T . 
Convention Organist, Pastor Ralph Ri Me “as 
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TABITHA 


A CHRISTIAN HOME FOR CHILD REN 
AND THE HOMELESS AGED 


An institution of mercy of the United Lutheran Church, which 
has for sixty one years ministered in the Master’s name! 


TABITHA’S GREATEST NEED: 
. A NEW BUILDING FOR THE AGED 


Remember Tabitha Home with your gifts and in your wills. 
Corporate Name: TABITHA HOME, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


O. W. Ebright, D. D., Superintendent 


For Christ and Country 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


MIDLAND COLLEGE TRAINS 


men and women to love Christ and serve their country, 
with all their heart: LOYALLY; 

with all their mind; INTELLIGENTLY; 

with all their strength: POWERFULLY; 


FOR CHRIST 


From our Christian colleges, including Midland, there has been going 
forth, and must continue to go forth, a stream of intelligent and con- 
secrated young men and young women, qualified and determined to 
serve Christ in all walks of life. 


FOR COUNTRY 

In putting Christ into the hearts and minds of her students, Midland 

College is putting the steel of truth and integrity, and the cement of 

loyal citizenship into American life. 

8 For literature, write to 

MIDLAND COLLEGE, Fremont, Nebraska 
The Rev. William P. Hieronymus, Ph.D., President. 

A standard, four-year, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences with added 
departments of business, education, music, journalism, and theology. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Ot the Church, For the Church, and By the Church” epitomizes the objec- 
| tives of Western Theological Seminary. 


— 


The Rev. Thomas D. Rinde, D. D., Dean. 
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Calendar of Causes In ri 
The United Latheran Church In America 9 


Month Cause Board or Agency 

Parish Education . Parish and Church School Bous 
Qetober Social Board of Social Missions 
November Stewardship _ Lutheran Laymen’s Movement 
January Foreign Missions Board of Foreign Missions 

-American Missions ine Board of American Missions 
April Christian Higher Education Board of Education 


May Worid Lutheraniam World Federatia 
June .....Deaconess Work 


Easter 
Synodical American Missions ___._____ First Four Sundays in Lent 
Tabitha Home ~October 15 to November 15 
Lutheran World Action Month of May 


Home Missions __ $3,500.90 10.13% 


— 9,000. C0 26.06% 
Central Lutheran Seminary 3,500.00 10.13% 


Education ($ semesters) ) 2700.00 781% 
Student Work _ 500.00 1.45% 


Tabitha Home __ — 1200.00 3.474 
Social Missions — 8,300.00 9.55 
1. $ 900.00 Synodical Relief 
2. 800.00 Chaplaincy Work 
3. 1,600.00 and Child Care 
Synodical Paper __ — 800.00 2.31% 
— — 980.00 2.75% 
— — — 8,500.00 10.13% 
1. $4,000.00 Salary 
184.00 Pension 
4. 600.00 Rent 
Parish — 100,00 29 
---- ~$34,550.00 100.00 % 


U. L. C. A. for 1950 361,754 
Midwest Synod for 1960 $4,550 
otal ....... 96 
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Synodical Calendar of Special 
Days and Seasons ' 
Synodieal Social Missions 
| Budget of The Midwest Synod For 1950 R 
Lutheran 
| 
— communing member 5.31 
communing member 2.98 
* 18.29 
* j | 


PROCEEDINGS 


Of The 
SIXTIETH CONVENTION 
Of The | 
Ev. Luth. Synod in the Midwest 
Of The 
a United Lutheran Church In America 
fi Held In 
| Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church 
Wayne, Nebraska a 


THE REV. S. k. DE FREESE, PASTOR 


May 16-19, 1949 | 
| 
| | 
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OUR REDEEMER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, WAYNE, NEBRASKA 


Redeemer’s Lutheran Church was organized April 21, 1889. The 
congregation purchased a temporary meeting place on the south 
edge of town in 1889. Here they worshipped for ten years. On 


January 15, 1900 a new church was dedicated across the street from 
the former church. 


The year 1945 revealed the need of an expansion plan. The 
congregation had outgrown their present structure. A new church 
site in the center of the community was given by a family of the 
congregation. Relocating, a new church structure was started in 
1946. The present Redeemer Lutheran Church was dedicated August 
4 The same year a parsonage Was purchased near the new 

ifice. 


The following pastors have served the 


congregation: 

J. F. Mueller 1889-1890 
Emil Ashbrand - - - - 1890-1896 
A. Graber he - - - - 1896-1901 
J. H. Karpenstein - - 1901-1912 
R. Moehring - - - — 1912-1919 
H. A. Teckhaus - - - - 1919-1936 
W. F. Most - - - - 1935-1942 
S. K. de Freese - 1942.2 
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KARL KOENIG 


| | 
„ 
} 
| FRED H. BLOCH 
gl | 
3 | 
| C. H. GOEDE 
. 
— — 
4 


Ebenezer 


“Let a man so account of us as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in 
stewards that a man be found faithful.” 


DEDICATED TO THE BRETHREN 
FRED H. BLOCH 
C. H. GOEDE 
KARL KOENIG 


ON THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR ORDINATION. 
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0 ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 
— — 
= 
Pastor’s Name Lay Delegate’s Congregation 
| Address 8 Address 
Retired 18. 
1. P. Bieger* . etir 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 19. 
2. C. G. Wagner“ . Retired 
East Arch St. 
Jerseyville, III. 
3. F. Rabe, D. D.“ St. Johannes“ 
2908 S. 25th Lincoln, Nebr. 
Lincoln, Nebr. (Supply) 
Retired 21. 
Hanover, Kansas J 
5. J. O. Krueger“ e Retired 22. 
6409 Logan Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
6. P. Rowoldt Sr.“ 3 Retired . 
3210 Summit Blvd. 
Lincoln, 2, Nebraska. 
Retired 24 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska | 5. 
8. K. Klinger* IIe Retired 
54 S. Greenwood Ave. 
Pasadena, California 
3900 1996) Retired 
1633 Van Dorn St. | 2. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
10. O. Bergfelder* ene Retired 
255 llth N. W. 28. 
Waverly, Iowa 
11. L. Hoppꝰ Z Retired 29 
2119 Myrtle Ave. 
3 Long Beach 6, California 
* 12. M. A. Jensen“ e Retired 
* 1311 8 8rd St. 31 
&§ Norfolk, Nebraska 
13 13. L. Frieden's 1 
& 14. F. C. Schuldt, e, Kansas 3 
12 D. D.“ 1906 1906 | A1 
7 Fremont, Nebraska 
15. J. Goemmel 1906 ie Zion’s* 188 
16 Sutton, Nebr. 
M. Molzberger* 1906 
| 17. N. Marxen 1906 De St. Paul's“ 1 
nae Blue Hill, Nebr. 


⸗Congregations affiliated with Sym) 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


i | = 3 § 
Pastor’s Name 2 § = Lay Delegate’s Congregation 3 
and 2 Name and and 
Address — = 8 2 Address Parish = 
8 
18. W. O. Zahlis, 
S. T. M.“ — Retired 
Ellis, Kansas 
19. G. K. Wiencke, 
Sr. D. D.“ 1907 — cnmneenesteieltsianiinl Retired 
1310 18th St. 
1 Auburn, Nebraska 
0. E. Wendt“ Retired 
9722 San Vincente St. 
‘ South Gate, California 
/ 21. J. Schrader, D. D. 1909 1909Edward Schneider St. Johannes“ 1915 
a Lipscomb, Texas Darrouett, Texas Lipscomb, Texas 
22. Chr. Rautenstrauss 1910 1909090 Immanuel“ 1924 
218 E. 5th toisington, Kansas 
Hoisington, Kansas 
. J. A. Bahnsen Dee Paul's“ 1890 
506 New Vork Ave. lastings, Nebr. 
Hastings, Nebraska 
. R. Moehring 1910 1910William Kerbs Zion’s* 1905 
Wakeeney, Kansas Wakeeney, Kansas Wakeeney, Kansas 
25. K. Vordermann“ 1910 1911 Retired 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
26. Fred Loeffler 1913 1913 — — Dreieinigkeits 1878 
Russell, Kansas Russell, Kansas 
N. F. Podzus* 1 Retired 
211 W. 12th St. 
Hutchinson, Kansas 
= P. O. Zion’s* 1910 
Diller, Nebraska Diller, Nebr, 
. H. O. Rhode 1914 1914George Herber St. Paul's“ 1919 
Darrouzett, Texas Darrouzett, Texas Darrouzett, Texas 
90. T. G. Kuehner 1 Trinity“ 1889 
Tea, South Dakota Tea, S. D. 
M. M. A. Ritzen, D. D. 1916 19410tto A. Langhorst Salem“ 1860 
Fontanelle, Nebraska Fontanelle, Nebr. Fontanelle, Nebr. 
1885 32. M. Schroeder, St. Paul’s 1878 
AM DD 1917 1916 Jenvil, Nebr. 
& Glenvil, Nebraska St. John’s* 1886 
3. F. W. Nolte, D. D. 1917 1917. 3 Westboro, Mo. b 
Westboro, Missouri 
NM. V. R. Pietzko 
1500 W 3rd St. 
Hastings, Nebraska 
3%. E. C. Hansen, Havelock Lutheran* 1916 
S. T. D. D Lincoln, Nebr. 
1 2810 Sumner St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
tired Pastors *Congregations affiliated with Synod 
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LEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS ’ 


ROLL OF PASTORS, DE | 
Pastor's Name 532 Lay Delegate’s Congregation fj 
and Name and and 
Address ES Address Parish 
| 
36. Ch. (Capt.) Gustav F. 3 U. S. Army Chaplain 
Duhrkop 0-502073 1919 1919 . 
7801 SCU, FMSP. 4 
A. P. O. 171 | 
% Postmaster, New York 0 
37. A.B. J. Lentz, 7 
D. D. 1919 1919 Jake Kraeger Christ's 


Louisville, Nebraska 
1 J. Diekhoff 1920 
Ohiowa, Nebraska 
E. Moede 

Gretna, Nebraska 
A. C. Baughman 
1024 E 10th Street 
Fremont, Nebraska 
Herman Goede D. D. 1922 


1920 
1921 


540 D. Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

T. Schmunk 1922 
Paul Kuehner 1923 
Northboro, Iowa 

C. H. Goede 1924 
Auburn, Nebraska 
Karl Koenig 1924 
Yutan, Nebraska 

Fred H. Bloch, 

A. M. 1924 


228 N. E 16th St 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
H. M. Biedenweg 1926 
Falls City, Nebraska 


18. V. Moeller 1927 
Pender, Nebraska 

49. J. Peil 1927 
Ayr, Nebraska 

50. R. M. Sauberzweig, 
Th. D. 1927 
Otoe, Nebraska 

51. C. H. Kemper 1927 
Gothenburg, Nebraska 

52. Wm. Goede 1827 
Nebraska 

*Retired Pasto 


Louisville, Nebr. 
1920William Weiss 
Ohiowa, Nebr. 


Louisville, Nebr. 
St. John’s* 
Ohiowa, Nebr. 


Resurrection“ 
Gretna, Nebr. | 
r Midland College 
1922 F. C. Strasheim Frieden’s* 


Lincoln, Nebr. Lincoln, Nebr. 


Northboro, lowa 


Auburn, Nebr. | 
St. John’s* * 
Yutan, Nebr. 

First Lutheran* 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


1924Frank Karloff 
Yutan, Nebr. 
Loyd Lewallen 

1942Okla., City, Okla. 


NE St. Peter’s* 
Falls City, Nebr. 
St. John’s 
Falls City, Nebr. 
1927Leo StuckenschmidtSt. Peter's“ 
Pender, Nebr. Pender, Nebr. 
Inactive 
— St. Johannes“ 
1938 Otoe, Nebr. 
1941 Walter Jobman Zion's“ 
Gothenbugr, Nebr. Gothenburg. Nebr. 1 
St. John's“ 


Columbus, Nebr. 
»Congregations affiliated with 
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39. 
40. 

41. 

12. 194? 
1 —'d 

14. 1924 St. John's I 
45. 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


68. R. R. Syre, S. T. M. 1938 


1605 N Keene 
Fremont, Nebraska 


*Retired Pastors 


Oakland, Nebr. 


Uehling Nebr. 


Pastor’s Name 3 8 31 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 3 
and — on Name and and 2 2 
8132 Address Parish 
844 S 
53. Ed. J. Amend, 
Th. D. 927 1945K. E. Friedemann Salem“ 1911 
| 815 Duncan St. Stillwater, Okla. Stillwater, Okla. 
| Stillwater, Oklahoma Zion’s* - Perry, Okla. 1892 
54. Herman Joens 1929 1949 St. John’s 1901 
Scribner, Nebraska Scribner, Nebr. 
55. George Herber  _ m= Christus* 1903 
Pierce, Nebraska Pierce, Nebr 
56. C. R. Goldenstein 1931 1931Emil Held Trinity“ 1928 
2010 9th Street Columbus, Nebr. Columbus, Nebr. 
Columbus, Nebraska 
57. Erich. Petersen . Niobrara Lutheran* 
Niobrara, Nebraska Niobrara, Nebr. 
Rayder Benson Good Shepherd* 1942 
Niobrara, Nebr. Lindy, Nebr. 
58. Lorin J. Wolff, PRESIDENT 
S. T. M. 1934 EEE 
1812 D. Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska \ 
59. Alfred Duis 1934 1934Louis Frecks St. Peter's“ 1901 
Hildreth, Nebraska Hildreth, Nebr. Hildreth, Nebr. 
60. Otto K. Oelke 1934 1947 Walter E. Moser Zion“ 1875 
Hanover, Kansas Hanover, Kansas Hanover, Kansas 
61. Henry Knaub 1935 1935M. A. Wilson Trinity“ 1901 
Winside. Nebraska Winside, Nebr. Winside, Nebr. 
St. Luke’s* 1905 
Stanton, Nebr. 
62. Warren F. Churchill 1935 1935......-----~----- Christ Lutheran* 1907 
Ellis, Kansas Ellis, Kansas 
63. Alvin Havekost 1985 1948O0scar Grothen First St. Paul’s* 1878 
910 W. 5th Street Hastings, Nebr. Hastings, Nebr. 
Hastings, Nebraska 
64. Theodore Althof 1936 1949George A. Dumler St. John's“ 1900 
Russell, Kansas Russell, Kansas Russell, Kansas 
65. Arthur W. Huneke 1936 1948Herman Rippe St. John’s 1885 
Lanham, Nebraska Lanham, Nebr. Lanham, Nebr. 
66. H. Berhardt 1937 1942Gustav Albers Christ Lutheran* 1887 
Wisner, Nebraska Wisner, Nebr. Wisner, Nebr. 
67. Hugo H. F. Welch- D. G. Busselmann Ste Paul’s* 1870 
ert 1938 1938Scribner, Nebr. Hooper, Nebr. 
Hooper, Nebraska 
Elmer Von Essen St. Paul's“ 1879 


Central Lutheran Seminary 


»Congregations affiliated with Synod 
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1944 | | 
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RoLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor's Name ss 82 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 1 
and 22 aa Name and and + 
Address 2 Address Parish 
S127 8 = 
84. 
69. v Wiencke, 
1228 Spruce St. School Board 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 86 
70. Richard Jobman . St. John's“ 1% 
302 S. Second St. Norfolk, Nebr. . 
Norfolk, Nebraska 187 
71. Fred Ollendorf Zion's 18% 
Platte Center, Nebraska Platte Center, Nebr. 
Edward Zessen Immanuel“ 1 
Madison, Nebr. Madison, Nebr. 838 
72. Paul Moessner, Carl Blomendah| Zion's“ 188) 
A. M. 1940 1940 Hooper, Nebr. Hooper, Nebr. . 
Hooper, Nebraska ag 
On Furlough British Guiana 
St. Paul’s* 188 ne 
74. Henry O. Rowoldt 1941 1941William Stolze 
Emerson, Nebraska Emerson, Nebr. Emerson, Nebr. 
St. Mark’s 1916 
Pender, Nebraska Pender, Nebr. 
76. S. K. de Freese 1942 1943Herman Frese Redeemer’s* 
Wayne, Nebraska Wayne, Nebr. Wayne, Nebr. 
77. Werner Welchert 1943 1943Christ Christensen Trinity“ 


78. 


79. 
80. 


81. 
82. 


83. 


Papillion, Nebraska 
Paul O. Spehr, Jr. 
Lutheran Mission 
Monroyia, Liberia 
Africa : 
H. B. Pearson 1943 
Canton, South Dakota 
Levon Spath 1945 
Calle Zarate 867-Dpt. 
B Villa Progresso, 

San Martin F. C. C. A 
Argentina 
Waldorf Lau 
Johnson, Nebraska 
Robert Shirek, 

S. T. M. 1945 
Bennington, Nebraska 
Grant Van Boening 1946 

Schuyler, Nebraska 


1943 


1945 


*Retired Pastors 


Papillion, Nebr. 


George Steinert 
1949Bennington, Nebr. 


1946Henry Speckman 
Schuyler, Nebr. 
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Papillion, Nebr. 


Foreign Missonary 


Liberia, Africa 


Augustana Academy 


Foreign Missionary 


Argentina 


St. Matthew’s 
Johnson, Nebr. 
St. John’s* 
Bennington, Nebr. 


St. John’s* 
Schuyler, Nebr. 
St. Matthew’s* 


Pleasant Valley, Nebr. 
“Congregations affiliated with 8 


1906 | 
1898 


18% 
18% 


= 1943 ſ— 
8 
V 
2 
ynod 


4 
4 
2. 
* 
ad 


ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 3 
and x 2 
Address — 8 


3 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 
2 Name and and 

Ss Address Parish 
2 


84. George Housewright 1946 
Scribner, Nebraska 


85. Ralph Ritzen 1947 
Pilger, Nebraska 
86. Frederick Nolte 1947 


Lincoln, Nebraska 
Route 6 

87. Norman Schroeder 1948 
Lodgepole, Nebraska 


88. Paul Hansen 1948 
29th North Street 
Georgetown, | 
British Guiana, So. Am. 

89. Edwin P. Bastian 1949 
Hastings, Nebraska 
Route 2 

90. Martin Schroeder 

Jr. 1949 

120 West 7th 

Grand Island, Nebr. 
Supplied 


Vacant 
Vacant 
Supplied 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Supplied 
Vacant 


*Retired Pastors 


St. John’s Ridgeley* 
Scribner, Nebr. 

St. Peter’s* 

Pilger, Nebr. 

Zion 


Emerald, Nebr. 


1947 Elmer Heller 
Pilger, Nebr. 


1947 


Immanuel“ 
Lodgepole, Nebr. 
Grace“ 

\ Chappell, Nebr. 

Foreign Missionary 

British Guiana 


1948- 


194 


Immanuel“ 


Hastings, Nebr. 


Messiah“ 
Elmer Reher 
1949 Grand Island, Nebr. Grand Island, Nebr. 


1949 


First Lutheran“ 
Syracuse, Nebr. 
St. Paul’s* 

Leigh, Nebr. 

St. Johannes* 
Sterling, Nebr. 
St. John’s (rural) 
Ohiowa, Nebr. 


Oliver Wolff 
Sterling, Nebr. 


Elmer Sasse St. Paul’s* 
Fairbury, Nebr. Diller, Nebr. 
St. Mark's“ 
Bloomfield, Nebr. 
Ernest Gigax St. Peter’s* 
Creston, Nebr. Creston, Nebr. 
Henry Oestereich St. Paul's“ 


Linn, Kansas Linn, Kansas 


1874 


1941 


1906 


1883 


1880 
1881 
1883 
1887 
1889 
1906 
1909 
1916 


*Congregations affiliated with Synod 
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Directory Of Synod 


1949-1950 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD 


President—Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M., 1812 D. Street, Lincoln, 
Nebr. Phone 2-5821.. 


Vice President—Rev. Paul Moessner, A. M., Hooper, Nebr. 
Secretary—Rev. Hugo H. F. Welchert, Hooper, Nebr. 


Treasurer—Rev. G. K. Wiencke, Sr., D. D., 1310 18th St., Auburn, 
Nebr. 


Statistician, Archivist, Necrologist—Rev. E. C. Hansen, S. T. D. 
2810 Sumner, St., Lincoln, Nebr. 


Senior Ministerii— The Very Reverend Paul Bieger, Tabitha Home, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 


OFFICERS OF CONFERENCES 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE— 
President—Rev. H. J. Diekhoff, Ohiowa, Nebr. 
Secretary—Rev. A. Duis, Hildreth, Nebr. 
Treasurer—Rev. F. W. Nolte, D. D., Westboro, Mo. 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


President — Rev. M. A. Ritzen, D. D., Fontanelle, Nebr. 


Secretary—Rev. Richard Jobman, 302 S. Second St., Norfolk, 
epr. 


Treasurer — Rev. Fred Ollendorf, Platte Center, Nebr. 
KANSAS CONFERENCE 


President—Rev. W. F. Churchill, Ellis, Kan. 
Secretary—Rev. P. O. Spehr, Sr., Diller, Nebr. 
Treasurer —Rev. W. O. Zahlis, S. T M., Ellis, Kan. 


MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


Editor: Pastor P. Kuehner Manager: Pastor W. F. Churchill 
Assistant Manager: Miss Tillie Krambeck 


BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 


TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 
The 2 of Synod 
C. A. Myrom Mr. Walte J b 
1115 North Minnesota 
Gothenburg, Nebraska 
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INTRA-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


Committee on The Ministry 
The Pastors: M. A. Ritzen (50) A. Duis (51) H. Goede (51) 
R. R. Syre (52) A. B. J. Lentz (52) | 


On Home Missions 

The Pastors: W. Welchert (50) F. W. Nolte (51) C. Goldenstein 
(52) 

The Messrs: W. A. Phillipi (50) Elmer Monk (51) 


Evangelism 
The Pastors: W. Rowoldt (50) A. Havekost (51) F. Bloch (52) 


Stewardship 
The Pastors: H. Knaub (50) F. Ollendorf (51) 
The Messrs: Clarence Bower (50) Elmer Sasse (52) 


New Congregations and Constitutions 
The Pastors: G. Herber (51) H. J. Diekhoff (52) Mr. Walter 
Botsch (50) 


Conference Protocol — Conference Secretaries 


Publicity 
The Pastors: L. J. Wolff, P. Kuehner, R. M. Sauberzweig (51) 


INTER-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


Midland College 

The pastors: R. Jobman (50) W. Churchill (53), and President 
of Synod. 

The Messrs: H. Suhr (51) K. Wagner (52) 


Tabitha Home 
The Pastors: M. Koolen (51) M. Schroeder (52) Mr. J. Urban 
(50) 


Lutheran Student Work 

The Pastors: S. K. de Freese (50) W. Welchert (51) H. Goede 
(52) Lutheran Student Foundation - Werner Welchert January 
1949 - January 1951 


Lutheran Welfare Work - Pastor L. J. Wolff (50) 
1. Family and Child Welfare Service Pastor H. H. F. Welchert 


Pastor K. Koenic 
Pastor K. Koenig 
4. Institutional Chaplaincy Servicte Pastor E. C. Hansen 


Representative to Midland Assembly 
The Pastor: Herman Joens 


Central Lutheran Seminary 
The Pastor: Paul Moessner (53) and President of Synod * 
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History of Synod 


Worship 


Circulation of The Lutheran 


Publications 


Director of Lutheran Literary Board : | 
L. J. Wolff, H. Bernhardt, R. M. Sauberzweig, M, Koolen . 


COMMITTEES ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 


Parish Education 


The Pastors: R. Jobman (52), C. H. Goede (50), Mr. Carl 1 
Grothen (51) 


Secretary of Foreign Missions 
The Pastor: Henry Rowoldt (52) 5 


Secretary for Social Missions. 
The Pastor: H. O. Rhode (50) 


Secretary for Deaconess Work 
The Pastor: J. A. Bahnsen (51) 


Representative to W. M. S. 
The Pastor: W. F. Churchill (52) 


Representative to Brotherhood 
The Pastor: W .Goede (50) 


Representatives to Luther League 
The Pastors: Theodore Althof (51) Ralph Ritzen (52) 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


Oklahoma Holdings 


The Pastors: F. Bloch, W. Goede 
The Messrs: G. Oltmanns{, K. Friedemann 


The Pastors: F. C. Schuldt, H. O. Rhode, J. Schrader. A. B. J. 
Lentz, M. Schroeder Sr. 


Lutheran World’ Action 


The Pastors: F. Ollendorf, F. Nolte Jr., A. Huneke 
The Pastors: H. B. Pearson, O. K. Oelke 


The Pastor: E. Moede 


The Pastors: J. Marxen, V. Moeller 


Resettlement 


Nebraska: Pastor L. J. Wolff, F. C. Strash 
Kansas: Pastor W. F. Churchill 
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CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
(Appointed by the President) 


ON CREDENTIALS 
The Pastors: M. A. Ritzen, R. Jobman, E. Amend 


ON REFERENCE AND COUNCIL 
The Pastors: E. C. Hansen, Paul H. G. Mocssner 


ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
The Pastors: M. Schroeder, J. N. Marxen, W. Welchert 
Laymen: Ceorge Steinert. Frank Karloff, Edward Zessen 
ON PROTOCOL AND SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Pastors: S. K. de Freece. Walter Rowoldt 
Layman: Mr. Martin Ringer 
ON TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Pastors: r. W. Noite, P. C. Kuehner 
Layman: Mr. Ed. Tiemann 
ON STATISTICAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Pastors: E. Moede, Robert Schirk, F. Nolte, Jr. 


ON EXECUTIVE BOARD’S REPORT 


The Pastors: F. Bloch, K. Koenig, H. Diekhoff, A. Havekost 
Laymen: William Weiss, Walter Jobman, Edward Schneider 


ON RESOLUTIONS 


The Pastors: H. Goede, J. Schrader, G. Herber 
Laymen: Carl Blomendahl, George A. Dumler, William Stolze 


ON LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 


The Pastors: J. Bahnsen, W. Churchill, F. Ollendorf 
Laymen: William Krebs, Otto A. Langhorst, Ernest Gigax 


ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE AND EXCUSES 


The Pastors: Duis. Knaub, Wm. Goede 
Laymen: H. Rippe, Louis Frecks, Jake Kraeger 


ON AUDIT MANAGER MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


The Pastors: Rudolph Moehring, V. Moeller 
Laymen: Herman Frese, F. C. Strasheim, Henry Speckman 


ON TELLERS NO. 1 


The Pastors: G. Van Boening, T. Althof, W. Lau 
Laymen: Oliver Wolff, Oscar Grothen 


ON TELLERS NO. 2 
The Pastors: H. Bernard, R. Ritzen, T. Moehring 
Laymen: K. E. Friedeman, Christ Christensen 
ON NOMINATING LAY MEMBERS TO EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The Pastors: H. Rhode, A. Lentz 
Laymen: M. A. Wilson, Walter E. Moser 
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Proceedings 
OF THE 


> 


SIXTIETH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MID-WEST 
OF THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran Church in America met for the opening Communion Service 
Monday evening, May 16, 1949, at 8 o’clock in Our Redeemer’s 
Lutheran Church, Wayne, Nebraska, Rev. S. K. de Freese, pastor. 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church, 
preached the sermon based on Genesis 16:13 THOU GOD SEEST 
ME! Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, President of Synod, and Pastor Hugo 


H. F. Welchert, Secretary of Synod, served as liturgists and ad- 
ministrants. 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday morning, May 17, 1949 


tai The morning devotions were conducted by the Convention Chap- 
ain. 


The Convention was formally opened by the President, and 
the business session was called to order. | 


The roll of clerical delegates was called (Cf. P. P. 6-11) Forty- 
seven pastors responded to the roll call. 


The Committee on Credentials reported and thirty lay delegates 
were seated as voting members of the convention. (Cf. P. P. 6-11). 

Pastors Theodore Althof, Herman Joens, Robert Shirck and A. C. 
Baughman were formally received into the Synod of the Midwest. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS 
; AND CONSTITUTIONS 


Your committee has studied the constitutio of t. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, Hastings, — 
— ae. Your committee has also studied the constitution of 

e Niobrara Evangelical Lutheran Church of Niobrara, Nebraska 
and recommends its approval. We also recommend that this con- 
gregation be officially received into Synod. 


H. J. Diekhoff 
G. J. Herber 
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The report was adopted. 


The motion was made and carried that Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
be welcomed as advisory member, and that Synod show its appre- 
ciation for his coming by rising. 


Dr. O. W. Ebright of Tabitha Home and Pastor J. Shiery of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church of Wayne were welcomed as advisory 
members. 


The Order of Business was presented by the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel and adopted with minor changes. 


Greetings were extended by the host pastor, S. K. de Freese 
and the secretary of the Wayne Chamber of Commerce, John Keil. 
President Wolff responded. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Assembled for this Sixtieth Annual Convention of our 
Midwest Synod, we are deeply grateful to our Heavenly Father and 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ for all the blessings we have been per- 
mitted to enjoy the past year. We are especially thankful for the 
Grace of God which has been sufficient for all of our needs, as we 
labored in His Kingdom, in the midst of a sinful, hostile world. 


A review of the activity of our Synod during the past year in- 
dicates growth and improvement. Not only has Synod grown in 
membership, but the Sunday Schools, Brotherhood, Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society and the Luther League have shown notable increase 
in membership and activity. Our Synod again overpaid its Lutheran 
World Action goal, this year by 15%. For the first time in its 
history, Synod paid its apportionment goal in full, reaching 103%. 
But we must add, in view of our efforts to reach a double apportion- 
ment, only 103%.” Humbly, we confess that it should have been 


more, in view of the urgent needs of our Church. In 1948 we con- 


tributed 48% more to the ULCA than in 1947, just a little below the 
average in the ULCA of 52%. For this increase we are duly grate- 
ful to those congregations who gave so liberally. On the other 
hand, a matter of great concern to us, is the fact that twenty-seven 
congregations, (about one third) actually contributed less in total 
benevolence in 1948 than they did in 1947. 


However we are not primarily concerned in an increase in mem- 
bership and giving, “God giveth the increase.” Ours is the duty 
of a total committment to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and the 
work He has given us to do. If the roots and the vine of our Church 


‘are healthy, the “fruits” will, of necessity, follow. 


While we often speak about programs and plans, We dare never 
lose sight of the vital importance of The Word of God. We are 
grateful for the faithfulness of our pastors, who are filled with zeal, 
to teach that precious Word to their members. An ever increasing 
number of pastors are insisting on at least two years of instruction 
before Confirmation, longer periods of instruction in the Sunday 
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school and the very best of leadership in the entire program of their 
congregation. May this spirit continue to grow. For only as the 
Word of God is sown in the hearts of man can we expect anything 
at all in the way of Christian fruits. A deepening of the faith of 
our people is needed in our day. The teaching of this Faith must be 
positive and definite, so that we are sure in whom we believe, un- 
willing to compromise our faith at any price. 


It is tragic to know that in some congregations, the average 
Church attendance is only about 10% of the total membership. On 
the other hand it is heartening to hear that other congregations Lave 
an average attendance of almost 90%. The 90% or 50% or even 
10% of our people who seldom attend Divine Services present a 
challenge to all members of the congregation as well as the Pastor. 
We dare never be satisfied, until every member loves his Lord 
enough to listen to His word at the regular worship service. 


The latest records indicate that 81.9% of our Confirmed mem- 
bers partake of Holy Communion, at least once a year. In this 
respect our Synod leads all other Synods in the ULCA. Yet we 
must think of the 19% (over 3,000 members) who do not think it 
important to partake of the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ 
at least once a year. These too, we must love, and bend every effort 
to bring them under the influence of the Holy Spirit, that they may 
be activated and become living members of the Redeemer. 


We are deeply grateful for the increased interest in the work 
of the Church by our laymen and laywomen. The work in many of 
our congregations has been re-vitalized because one layman or 4 
group of laymen have taken the Word of God seriously and have ex- 
pressed their faith in life. On the other hand we note with sadness, 
that the attitude of still many of our people to the work of Evan- 
gelism is expressed as “half-hearted.” Someone has said, that it is 


| unthinkable that any pastor would not be wholly committed to the 


work of Evangelism. The same is true of any Christian layman. 
We look forward to the Organized program of Evangelism of al! 
Churches in the National Lutheran Council. We pray constantly 
that this program may be fruitful unto the Lord. Let every pastor 


and layman commit himself to thi 
of the Gospel itself. this great work, which is the heart 


The The unfulfilled needs of more full-time Christian workers in 


Church, should be a concern of i 
: all of us. It has been im- 
possible to fill all the vacancies within our Synod during the past 


tage ere were simply not enough pastors to meet the demands. 
. vacant congregations have requested a young pastor. 
has not bec must make our congregations understand that a pastor 
age. Man 5 — ineffective just because he has reached a certain 
3 th — are still blessed with strength and energy even 

e have reached the age of retirement and are capable to 


serve in a parish as effecti : 
cause of their experience, vely as some younger pastors, and, be- 


less experience. more effectively than some pastors with 
Vineyard. ce. We must continue to pray for more laborers in His 
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Routine work of your president includes the preaching of fifty- 
seven sermons, delivering fifteen addresses, forty-nine conferences 
with Church councils, attending twenty-two synodical committee 
meetings and forty-five other meetings of Church groups. 


ORDINATIONS 


Pastor Norman E. Schroeder, ordained June 28th, 1948 in his” 
home Church, St. John’s, Scribner, Nebraska by the President of 
Synod. Pastor E. Wendt, preached the sermon. Pastor Hugo H. F. 
Welchert served as liturgist. 


Pastor Paul G. Hansen, ordained August 12, 1948 in Salem 
Lutheran Church, Fremont, Nebraska by the President of Synod 
assisted by the candidate’s father, Pastor E. C. Hansen. At this 
same service Pastor Paul G. Hansen and his wife, the former Ruth 
Bergfelder, were also Commissioned as foreign Missionaries to serve 
in British Guiana. Pastor Alfred Biel, Des Moines, lowa, member 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the ULCA, preached the sermon 
and performed the commissioning service in the name of the Board 
of Foreign Missions. 


Pastor P. O. Spehr was commissioned as a Foreign Missionary 
by Board of Foreign Missions of the ULCA on April 10 at Altoona, 
Pa. He and his family left April 22 for Liberia, Africa. 


RECEPTION OF PASTORS 


Pastor Theodore H. Althof, from the Pittsburgh Synod on July 
12, 1948. 


* — Robert Shirck, from the Nebraska Synod, September 6, 
1498. 


Oe Herman Joens, from the Nebraska Synod, November 28, 
1948, 


Pastor Alden C. Baughman from Northwest Synod, May 6, 

RECEPTION OF CONGREGATIONS 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church at Niobrara, Nebraska, June, 


1948 from the South Dakota District of the Evangelical Lutheran 


TRANSFER OF PASTORS TO OTHER SYNODS 


Pastor Frederick Weisenborn, August 15, 1948 to the Lutheran 
Church, Missouri Synod. 


Pastor Thomas Tychsen April, 1949, to the Synod of Kansas 
and Adjacent States. 


Pastor Theodore Moehring, May 17, 1949, to the Synod of 
Kansas and Adjacent States. 
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CALLS AND INSTALLATIONS 


Pastor Erich Petersen. Niobrara, Lindy Parish, entered the field, 
June 2. 1948. Installed July 18 by President of Synod. 


Pastor Theodore H. Althof, St. John’s, Russell. Kansas, entered 
the field, July 18, 1948, installed August 8 by President of Synod. 


Pastor Norman E. Schroeder, Lodgepole, Chappel Parish, be- 
gan work July 2, 1948, installed August 29 by the President of Synod. 


Pastor Robert Shirck, St. John’s, Bennington, began work Sep- 
tember 12, installed November 28 by President of Synod. 


Pastor Rudolph Moehring, Zion’s, Wakeeney, began work August 
22, installed October 31 by President of Synod. 


Pastor J. A. Bahnsen, South St. Paul’s, Hastings, began work 
October 1, 1948, installed February 20, 1949 by President of Synod. 


Pastor Carl Goede, St. John’s, Auburn, began work January 
1, installed March 20 by President of Synod. 


Candidates of Theology, Martin Schroeder Jr. and Edwin Bas- 
tain have received calls from the parishes at Grand Island and Im- 
manuel at Hastings, respectively. The acceptance of these calls is 
conditioned upon their ordination at this convention. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


June 13, Sixtieth of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Pender, the 
Rev. Victor Moeller, pastor. Guest speakers. the pastors, P. C. 
Kuehner, Wm. Goede and the President of Synod. 


August 1, 1948, Fiftieth of St. John’s Bennington, the Rev. 


R. R. Syre, supply pastor. Guest speakers, the pastors, Dr. W. P. 
Hieronymus and A. C. Baughman. 3. 


November 14, 1948, Seventieth of St. Paul's, Glenvil, the Rev. 
Martin Schroeder, D.D., pastor. Also the fiftieth anniversary of 
the Ladies Aid, and the fiftieth year of the present church. Guest 
speakers included eight living sons of the congregation: the pastors, 
Klaus de Freese, Herman Goede, Carl Goede. Wm. Goede, Henry 
Goede, Carl Goldenstein, Grant Van Boening and Martin Schroeder, 
Jr., and Pastor J. A. Bahnsen and the President of Synod. 


November 14, 1948, Fifti 
the Rev. Karl Koeni » Fiftieth of St. John’s Sisterhood, Yutan, 


g, pastor. Guest speaker, the President of Synod. 
8 —4.— Sixtieth of St. Paul's. Diller, the Rev. Theodore 


Guest speakers, 


— 


— — 

| 
ern and the President of Synod. * f 
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CORNER STONE LAYING 


September 19, 1948, St. Mark’s, Pender, the Rev. Walter Ro- 
woldt, pastor. Guest speaker, Pastor Hugo H. F. Welchert. 


October 3. 1948, Good Shepherd, Lindy, the Rev. Erich Petersen, 
ry Guest speakers, pastors H. O. Rhode and the President of 
Syn 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mrs. Anna Nitaschke, the widow of the late Pastor Wm. 
Nitzschke, died August 9, at Anaheim, California. 

Pastor Max Harder. son of Pastor and Mrs. Wm Harder, 
was killed in an auto-train crash on January 13, at Johnsonburg, Pa. 
Funeral services at Johnsonburg, in charge of President R. Shepfer 
of the Pittsburgh Synod. We convey our deep sympathy to the be- 
— and commend them to the love and care of our Heavenly 
Father. 


* 


DEDICATIONS 
August 1, 1948, Our Redeemer’s, Wayne. NEW CHURCH. The 


Kev. S. K. de Freese, pastor. The beautiful new church stands at 


the highest point in Wayne, Nebraska. It is constructed of Buff 
Silverdale, stone in Modern Gothic style. The dimensions of the 
church are 100 ft x 37 ft. with a seating capacity of 350 in the nave 
and 85 in the balcony, cost about $85,000.00. Guest speakers were 
the pastors, H. Techkaus, R. Moehring, Paul de Freese, Herman 
Goede and the President of Synod. 


St. Paul’s, Leigh, Brass Candelabra and Crucifix, gifts of the 
Confirmation class and brass candle lighters, gifts of Pastor and 
Mrs. J. A. Bahnsen. 


August 15, new Hammond Electric Organ, Trinity, Winside, the 
Rev. Henry Knaub, pastor. 
St. Peter’s, Falls City, Rev. H. M. Biedenweg, pastor. Church 


completely re-built to twice its size. new basement. New Wurlitzer 
Electric Organ. Rededicated November 7, 1948. 


St. Peter’s, Hildreth, Rev. A. J. Duis, pastor, enlarged and com- 
pletely renovated Church with full basement. New electronic organ. 
Re-dedicated on January 30. Estimated cost $26,000.00. 


St. John’s, Ohiowa, Rev. H. J. Diekhoff, pastor. New Baldwin 
Organ, gift of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Weiss. Dedicated February 6. 


South St. Paul’s, Hastings, Rev. J. A. Bahensen, pastor. New 
Wurlitzer Electric Organ, gift of members of the congregation. 


— T—] 
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St. John's, Norfolk, Rev. R. L. Jobman, pastor. New Parish 
rooms dedicated Apr! 17. 


Zion's, Hooper. Rev. Paul H. G. Moessmer, pastor. New Baid- 
win organ cost $2,100. A 42 x 16 L-shaped addition to the Cturh 
on the south and providing 2 sacristy, class room and tone chamber 
for the organ. In the basement the size of the parish hall was prac- 
tically doubled. 


Zion’s Lutheran, Wakeeney, Rev. R. Moehring, pastor. Ham- 
mond Organ. 


St. John’s, Lipscomb, Rev. J. Schrader, pastor. New Wurlitzer 
Electric Organ, gift of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Schneider. Cost $142. 


Zion's, Perry, Oklahoma, Rev. Edward J. Amend, pastor. New 
Hammond Organ and New Church Pews. cost $3,200.00. 


Zion’s, Gothenburg Rev. Carl Kemper. pastor. New Hammond 
Electric Organ, renovated entire interior of the Church. 


St. John’s, Russell, Kansas, Rev. Theodore Althof, pastor. New 
parsonage built of brick-veneer construction, all modern with eight 
rooms, bath, recreation room and a laundry. Approximate cost of 
$25,000.00. Three new sets of altar paraments. 


OTHER IMPROVEMENTS 


St. Peter's, Pender, Rev. Moeller, pastor. New stained glass 
windows and redecorated church interior. | 


St. Paul’s, Glenvil, Rev. Martin Schroeder, pastor. New electric 
light power plant for parsonage and Church, modernized parsonage. 
Redecorated Church and New Wurlitzer Organ. 


Our Redeemer’s, Wayne, Nebraska, Rev. S. K. de Freese, pastor. 
Purchased a nine room parsonage across the street from the church. 


Zion’s, Hanover. Kansas, Rev. O. K. Oelke, pastor, plans to 
celebrate Diamond Jubilee Sunday September 4. New Art Windows 
and new nave lanterns were installed in the church all memorials 
and a new rug and new altar candles and the Pipe Organ wae rebuilt 
and repaired in preparation for this great mile stone of the con- 
gregation. \ 

St. John’s, Scribner, Rev. Herman Joens, pastor, new 8 room 
parsonage and new double garage, cost of $15,300. 


Christ Lutheran, Louisville, Rev. A. B. Lentz, pastor, installed 
oil furnace at cost of $1,600. * 


St. Paul's Emerson, Rev. Henry Rowoldt. pastor, Neon Cross on 


top of church tower, new pews, communion rail, hymn boards, Altar 
Crucifix, vases, Bible stand and Baptismal font. 
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Zion’s Lutheran, Wakeeney, Rev. R. Moehring, pastor. Modern- 
ized parsonge including electric lights and bath, cost $1,800 exclusive 
of labor. New furnace installed in the church. 


St. John’s, Lipscomb, Rev. J. Schrader, pastor, new double 
garage with wash-house attached, cost $1,000, exclusive of labor, 
which was donated by members. 


Zion’s Lutheran, Hooper, Rev. Paul H. G. Moessner. pastor. 
Rearranged seats to provide a center aisle. New Communion linens, 
Neon lighted Steeple Cross given by Mr. Windhusen in memory of 
his wife, new choir robes, two new gas ranges for kitchen, entire 
set of new altar ware, gift of confirmation class, cost of $350, new 
outside lighted bulletin board and Church signs for the Highway. 


RETIREMENTS 


Pastor G. K. Wiencke, who has served in our Synod for forty- 
three years, and the past 16 years as treasyrer of Synod was com- 
pelled to retire from his active parish duties on December 1, 1948, 
because of failing health. We are deeply grateful for the faithful 
service rendered by our esteemed Brother. May our Lord continue 
2 1 — him with strength and grace in the years which lie ahead 
or 


Pastor Karl Vordermann retired from the active ministry on 
April 11, because of physical disability. He has served his Lord 
ted. church for 39 years, 28 of which were spent in our Midwest 
S 4 j 


REVIEW OF AMENDMENTS TO SYNODICAL CONSTITUTIONS 


We bring to your attention the following resolutions, regarding 
amendments to Synodical Constitutions, which were adopted at the 
ULCA Convention in Philadelphia. 


(a) The powers delegated to The United Lutheran Church in 
——— are clearly set forth and defined in Article VIII of its Con- 
stitution. 


(b) It shall be the responsibility of the Executive Board to 
review amendments to the Constitutions or organic laws of consti- 
tuent synods. 


(c) When a synod is about to revise its constitution, or to 
write a new constitution, it shall, before final adoption, submit 
through its president the revised or new constitution to the Execu- 
tive Board of The United Lutheran Church in America for review 
and opinion. 


(d) When an amendment or amendments to the constitution 
of a synod have been moved or proposed, the president of the synod 
shall immediately inform the Executive Board of The United Luther- 
an Church in America of the proposals to amend, and shall submit 
a copy of the proposed amendment or amendments, for its review 
and opinion. 
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(e) Should the Executive Board be of the opinion that a pro- 
posed revision or amendment contravenes Articles VIII of the Con- 
stitution of The United Lutheran Church in America, it shall, at 
least two months before action is to be taken on the proposed re 
vision or amendment, inform the synod, through its president, 
specifically wherein the revision or amendment contravenes Article 
VIII of the said Constitution, advising the said synod how the pur- 
pose of the proposed revision or amendment, as near as may be, can 
be accomplished in accord with the said Article VIII. 


(f) When a synod has finally acted on a revision or an amend- 
ment or amendments to its constitution, the president of the synod 
shall immediately advise the Executive Board of the United Luther- 
an Church of its action and shall file a certified copy of such amend- 


ments with the secretary of The United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


(g) The secretary of The United Lutheran Church in America 
shall maintain an up-to-date file of the constitutions of the several 


synods together with such revisions and amendments as have been 
adopted. 


(h) The secretary of the United Lutheran Church shall, from 
time to time, advise the presidents of constituent synods that pro- 
posed amendments to the constitution or organic law of their re- 


spective synods shall be submitted to the Executive Board as herein 
provided. 


LINGUISTIC POLICY OF THE ULCA IN RELATION TO 
NEW MISSIONS 


We call special attention to an item taken from the January 
26 meeting of the Executive Committee of the ULCA, which directly 
affects our Synod. Quoting from the minutes on pp. 54, 55: 


“One of the pending items of business which the Executive 
Board carried over into the new biennium is the resolution of the 
Kansas Synod (Page 689 of the September 22, 1948 Executive 
Board Minutes) regarding the establishment of future all English 
speaking mission congregations on its territory by the Midwest 
Synod. A closely parallel case arose almost simultaneously involving 
the Wartburg and Michigan Synods. What is needed is a formal 
statement of policy to govern such situations from now on.” 


This newly enunciated principl “ling- 
* f ple must be based upon the ling 
uistic policy of the United Lutheran Church“ as it — prescribed 


by the 1920 convention, pages 90-92, and has never been altared. 


“The Committee on Constituent 8 
ynods RECOMMENDS that 
the Executive Board call the attention of the synods to the linguistic 
policy of The United Lutheran Church in. America as follows: 


a) Any linguistic synod, which extends ov i f 
’ er the territory o 
other synods and whose continued separate life is justified by its 
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linguistic character, clearly possesses the right to organize mission 
congregations of this same linguistic character. 


b) On the other hand such linguistic synods extending over 
the territory of other synods are not free to organize missions which 
use the English language exclusively without the explicit consent 
of the other synod on whose territory the proposed new mission 
congregation is to be established. 


ADOPTED 


“The Committee on Constituent Synods RECOMMENDS for 
approval by the Executive Board and for submission by this board 
to the United Lutheran Church in America at its 1950 convention 
for ratification, the following procedure to be used in such cases: 


(1) Upon application from the linguistic synod, the United 
Lutheran Church will apply to the proper regional home mission 
council of the National Lutheran Council for permission to occupy 
the indicated field. 


(2) If the regional home mission council assigns the field to 
the United Lutheran Church, the Board of American Missions will 
refer the field to the linguistic synod if the proposed new mission is 
to share its bi-lingual character. 


(3) If after assignment of a field to the U. L. C. A. by the 
regional mission council, a linguistic synod wishes to establish a 
mission congregation using the English language primarily, it shall 
indicate its desire to the Board of American Missions and it shall 
transmit through the officers of the ULCA an official request to the 
other synod on whose territory the site of the proposed new mission 
is to be located. 


(4) Only after the latter Synod gives its formal consent shall 
a linguistic Synod with or without the aid of the Board of American 
Missions undertake the establishment of the proposed new congre- 
gation.” 


OTHER MATTERS OF INTEREST 


During the past year it was the privilege of your President to 
serve on the Allocation Commission of the ULCA, and attend two 
meetings of this commission. He has also served as Chairman of 
the Resettlement Committee of Displaced Persons in Nebraska. 


Beside the joint meetings of the Executive Committees of the 
Nebraska and Midwest Synods, several meetings were held during 
the year, of the presidents of all Lutheran Synods and bodies repre- 
sented in Nebraska for the purpose of discussing closer cooperation 
of all Lutherans in Nebraska. We shall continue to pray and strive 
for this goal. 
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CONCLUSION 


For the grace and strength of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
we humbly offer thanks. For the cooperation and support of all 
members of Synod, we are grateful. For the splendid help of all 


committees, especially the Executive Committee, we wish to give 


special recognition. In looking to the new year, we face great and 
wonderful opportunities. In the field of Evangelism, as the program 
gets under way in 1950. In the field of Christian Higher Education 


we are challenged by the C. H. E. Y. Appeal. Lutheran World 


Action will again need our attention for the important work it is 
doing. Re-settlement of Displaced Persons needs not only our gifts 
to L. W. A. but also our love, which will cause us to open our hearts 
and homes to these unfortunate peoples. As the Lutheran Student 
Work in Lincoln grows and expands, the need for a Student House 
becomes apparent now. Finally, in the field of Lutheran Welfare, 
all of us must become more aware of the importance of this work, 
and interpret that woyk properly to our people. 


Lorin John Wolff 


The report was referred to the. . on President's Re- 
port. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 


During the last synodical year the secretary attended all but 
one of the meetings of the Executive Board and carried out the usual 
secretarial duties for the Synod and the Executive Board. 


Twelve hundred copies of the 1948 minutes of Synod were print- 
ed at the Chappel Printing Company in Fremont, Nebraska. 


Because the printer, with whom arrangements have been made 
for the printing of the 1949 minutes, was not able to set up the pre- 
print for the Convention bulletin in time for mailing, the bulletin 
was again mimeographed by your secretary. 


The United Lutheran Church in America, at its Sixteenth Bi- 
ennial Convention, held in Philadelphia, Pa., October 6-14, 1948, 
voted to submit to the synods the following proposed amendments 
to the Constitution of The United Lutheran Church in America: 


Article XII. Commission of Adjudication 


Section 1. Substitute the following f ion 1 
of Article XII: (1948 ULCA Minutes, A meat — 


“Section 1. A Commission of Adjudication shall be estab- 


lished to which shall be ref , st 
all disputed questions referred, for interpretation and decision, 


of doctrine and tice. i 
sion shall constitute a court for the —— ms *— —— 
of principle or action which arise within The United Lutheran 
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Church in America and which are properly referred to it by 
resolution OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMER. 
ICA OR BY RESOLUTION of any of the synods. ANY CON- 
VENTION OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMER. 
ICA OR OF ANY SYNOD, WHICH HAS PROPERLY RE- 
FERRED ANY QUESTION TO THE COMMISSION, MAY 
COMMIT TO ITS OWN AD INTERIM EXECUTIVE BODY 
THE PRECISE AND FORMAL STATEMENT OF SUCH QUES- 
TION. SUCH EXECUTIVE BODY MAY ALSO, FOR AND 
ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN 
AMERICA OR FOR AND ON BEHALF OF ITS SYNOD, 
MAKE DIRECT AND APPROPRIATE REFERENCE TO THE 
COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION OF ANY JUDICABLE 
QUESTION WHICH HAS ARISEN AFTER THE ADJOURN- 
MENT OF THE LATEST CONVENTION OF THE UNITED 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA OR OF ITS SYNOD 
AND WHICH DEMANDS PROMPT ADJUDICATION.” 


Section 3: Substitute the following for the present Section 3 
of Article XII: (1948 ULCA Minutes, p. 768) 


“Section 3. The Commission shall elect its own officers. 
and shall meet at least ANNUALLY for the transaction of 
business When it holds meetings, or renders decisions, due 
notice of the time and place of meeting shall be given by its 
secretary to all persons interested, and notice of the time 
and place of SUCH meetings shall be published in the OFFI- 


CIAL Church papers.” 


Article XIII. Boards 


Section 2: Strike the period at the end of the first sentence 
thereof and insert a comma in its place, and add to the sentence the 
following words: “except that, of the number to be elected to the 
Board of Pensions and Relief each biennium, two of the lay mem- 
bers thereof shall be nominated and elected by the Executive Board 
of the Church.” Section 2, after amendment, would read as fol- 


lows: (1948 ULCA Minutes, pp. 756, 757) 


“Section 2. All members of boards shall be elected by The 
United Lutheran Church in America EXCEPT THAT, OF THE 
NUMBER TO BE ELECTED TO THE BOARD OF PENSIONS 
AND RELIEF EACH BIENNIUM, TWO OF THE LAY MEM- 
BERS THEREOF SHALL BE NOMINATED AND ELECTED 
BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE CHURCH. Vacancies 
occurring in any board ad interim shall be filled by the Execu- 
tive Board of the Church on nomination of the board in which 
the vacancy exists. No person shall be a member of more than 
one board at one and the same time. No member of any board, 
including the Executive Board, shal! be a member of the Com- 
mission of Adjudication; but the President of the United Luther- 
an Church shall at all times have a seat and a voice in all the 
boards and in the Commission of Adjudication.” 
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1. Article XV. Affiliated Churches 
a Add the following new Article XV to the Constitution and re 


th number the present Article XV as Article XVI: (1948 ULCA Min- 

: utes, pp. 112, 336) | 

Article XV Affiliated Churches 


; “Section 1. Any Evangelical Lutheran Church which has 
been fostered by the Board of Foreign Missions of The United 
17 Lutheran Church in America, and which has accepted this Con- 
stitution with its Doctrinal Basis as set forth in Article II, and : 
whose constitution has been approved by the Executive Board, : 
may be received into relationship with The United Lutheran ‘ 
Church in America as an Affiliated Church by a majority vote 111 
at any regular convention. a 


- 


— i oe 


“Section 2. Each Affiliated Church shall be entitled to 
representation at the conventions of The United Lutheran Church 
in America by two representatives chosen in such manner as the 
constitution of the Affiliated Church may specify. These repre- 
sentatives shall be entitled to seat and voice but shall have no 


vote in the conventions of The United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


— 


i “Section 3. (a) Affiliated Churches shall welcome and 
a receive the counsel of The United Lutheran Church in America 
! as such counsel is offered to them through the United Lutheran 
Church in convention assembled, the Exeęutive Board, or the 
‘i Board of Foreign Missions. 


“(b) The United Lutheran Church in America 
shall manifest interest and solicitude in the life and develop- 
ment of the -Affiliated Churches with concern for their special 
problems, aspirations and needs.” 


— 


if The above proposed amendments are hereby submitted to Synod 
for adoption. * 


Your secretary herewith formally presents to the secretary of is 
records in the archive a printed copy of the minutes of Synod for iz 
1948, which, after examination and correction by the Committee on 


8 1 88 by Synod, shall be the official minutes of Syn- 


— 


| Respectfully submitted, 
| Hugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary 


(Note Action of Synod, Page 56) 


The report w | 
retary’s Repott. as referred to the Committee on Protocol and Sec- 
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THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
TREASURER’S REPORT 


January 10, 1948 to January 14, 1949 


BALANCE SHEET 
RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS / 
Cash Balance on Hand __$ 11,506.32 To United Lutheran 
Benevolence received 112,039.93 Church Funds $ 64,480.74 


Women’s Mission Soc’y for 


To Midwest Synod Funds 49,987.90 


Syn. Home Mission 328.00 House for Synodical 
U. L. Publication House, e President, purchased 13,500.00 
Note with interest, paid. 2,562.59 To First State Bank, 
Narfolk congregation. Loan & interest, paid . 2,548.82 
Note and interest, paid. 1,012.50 
Lamar Church property, DISBURSED 
sale 3,300.00 TOTAL AMOUNTS 130,517.46 
2,731.79 
| $130,749.25 
Loan from First State | $133.249.25 
Bank at Johnson, Nebr. 2,500.00 
RECEIVED 
TOTAL AMOUNTS 133,249.25 
January 14, 1949 Balance in Carson 
National Bank at Auburn, Nebraska, and on Hand $2,731.79 


STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
January 10, 1948 to January 14, 1949 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


RECEIPTS DISBURSE- 


Total MENTS BALANCE 
For Apportionment :: $36,000.00 $36,000.00 $ 8 
FOR SPECIALS: 
American Missions 
Ministerial Pension & Reliet 
Lutheran World Action 
Lutheran World Relief 
United Lutheran Church Funds 
TOTAL AMOUNTS $64,480.74 364,480.71 
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MIDWEST SYNOD FUNDS F 
$ For Synodical Home Missions: 

To Emergency Fund Transferred 1.200.000 -------- — 1 
Balance on Hane — 

K 

N. E. S. School Association —— 

fs Syn. Women’s Missionary Soc’y — 

Disbursed: | 

For support of Missions — 

Mission supply service 

11 Disbursed to Treasurer of Syn. 

Home Missions: Budget Funds 2,713.00 -----.-- -------- 

From Lamar Church property sale 

Legal expenses paid 
Disbursed to Treasurer of Syn. 

: Ford Midland College 

( — $ 6,315.50 $ 6,315.50 

; Midland Campaign Fund _ . 1,203.00 1,143.00 $ 60.0 
2 For Beneficiary Education 

January 10 Balan ee — 

To Emergency Fund transferred 4 
Balance on Hand 

— 
Totals 


Disbursed: 
Grant to students $ 596.00 — 
Committee expenses 39.00 
Disbursed to Treasurer of Com. 
on Beneficial Education 1,025.00 — 
— 83 1,660.00 — | 
From Synod Budget Fund, advanced . 
for winter semester 1949 600.00 ¢ 600.00 
30 4 
| 


For Western Lutheran Seminary $ TS. §. | 
For Lutheran Student Work: | i 

Balance On Hand. THO | 

Specials — oꝛ«;ÜfX | 
Totals $ 370.00 $ ‘370.00 
For Tabitha Home: i 

Budget Z 

Specials 2,595.25 $ 40.00 

Memorials __ 2.711.25 22.00 

For Family 4 Child Welfare 243.00 243.300 
Synodical Relief: 

Designated 4 — 180.00 

Totalss $ 935.00 $ 935.00 
Nebraska Lutheran Welfare: 

—x $ 5350.00 8 350.00 
For Midwest Lutheran: 

Balance of 1947 Budget on Hand 8 129. 

ñ 

8 1,087.47 107.477 
For Synodical Stewardship: 

Balance on Hand 

100 % V— 

Offering at Stewardship 
$ 1,157.21 $ 958.31 $ 198.90 
For Synodical Treasury: 1 

January 10 Balan ee 1 

To Emergency Fund transferred - 200.0 
Balance on Handi 11110 ........ — —ßvù“ 

Designated 240% —-— c «² 'ͤͤ 

3 $ 3,416.99 $ 3,369.96 $ 47.03 
* Parish Education Committee 56.00 49.00 7.00 
21 
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For Office of President: 


January 10 Balance 8 80900 —— — 
To Emergency Fund transferred 800.00 -------- -------- 
Balance on Hand $ 
O 2 _ $ 4,686.34 8 8 
For Women’s Mission’y Soc’y -------- 9,041.13 
Midwest Brotherhood -------- 233.30 
Midwest Luther League 225.00 — 
Kansas Conference -- 35.00 9550 
Christian Rural Overseas Plan: 
“Friendship Trains -------- 501.00 501.090 


For Aged pastors & their widows: 


Balance on Hand — -------- — 

“Christmas Fund” 
Totals 3 $ 366.41 $ 325.06 8 41.35 
Miscellaneous Benevolence: 

CARE and Food Packages — 


To Institutions of Merecies 134.00 
St. Luke's Hospital, 


—— 
— — — — —— o- 
— — 


Kearney, Nebr. — 
Reformation Fund 
Iowa Lutheran Welfare 1705 
Various Aid 27.50 

Totals 8 $ 998.55 $ 988.55 10.00 


Emergency Revolving Fund: 


January 10 Balance on Hand __$ 8,242.68 
Synods Funds. surplus balance 2,800.00 


Disbursed for purchase of a house 
for the Synodical president $13,500.00 ------- 
RECEIVED 


From United Lutheran Publication 


House, payment of note & 
interest 


— $ 2,562.50 
Norfolk Church, payment of 
note and interest 8 1,012.50 


Totals 


& 


- 
& 
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DISBURSED 
To First State Bank, Johnson, Nebr., 
Emergency Revolving Fund, 
Balance Total — — $1,068.86 
Midwest Synod Funds 
$68,768.51 366,036.72 $2,731.79 
SUMMARY, | 
; RECEIPTS: 
| For United Lutheran Church Funds 64,480.74 
Midwest Synod Funds 68,768.51 
Received, Total Amounts _..$133.249.25 | 
DISBURSEMENTS: | 
To United Lutheran Church Funds $ 64,480.74 
To Midwest Synod Funds 66,036.72 
$130,517.46 
4 2,731.79 
$133,249.25 
Balance on Hand, January 14, 1949 $ 2,731.79 
ASSETS 
Notes from United Lutheran Publication House $ 5,000.00 
Mortgage from Niobrara Lutheran Church — 2,500.00 
Total Amounts 4 7,500.00 
Respectfully submitted 
Gustav K. Wiencke, Treasurer 


OFFICE OF FULL-TIME PRESIDENT 
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements . | 


4 January 10, 1948 to January 14, 1949 
RECEIPTS: 
January 10 Balance 309.00 | 
Emergency Fund transferred 800.00 
5 
8 $ 9.00 
/|Budget: General Fund 4,054.00 
é — 100.00 
Traveling expenses collected by president 523.34 
Receipts Total Amount —̃ 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
4 Salary: February to December $ 2,970.00 : 
Contributary Pension Plan 150.00 
Moving expenses tide! 77.00 
Traveling expenses 1,046.89 
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House repairs: Plumbing 


New window shades 
Disbursements Total Amount 
Balance on Hand, January 14, 1949 -------- 
SYNODICAL TREASURY 
RECEIPTS: 
2 
January 10 Balance ---------------------- $ 228.8 
To Emergency Fund Transferred ---------- - 200.00 
Balance on Hand ---------------------- 8 18.82 
Budget: General Fund gd 3,153.00 
Designated! 184.43 
Specials 60.74 
Receipts Total Amount !. $ 3,416.99 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
193.80 
25.00 
6.15 
3.00 
14.61 
15.00 
376.26 
V 8 35.50 
17.50 
Statiscal Secretary 9.80 
_ 44.88 
75.00 
50.00 
Repair, Adding machine 23.80 
$ 256.48 
Synodical Gratifications ........ 950.00 
36.20 
Minutes of Synod: Printing 713.75 
Mailing and envelopes 30.16 
5 cuts - paper - stationary 41.25 
1,791.3 
Corporation tax and legal fe ' 6.00 
82.31 
Postage and Telephone calls © 44.55 
House insurance, deed, abstraet © 53.00 


— — 


10.00 
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Per-diem for Delegation to U. L. Church Convention 


at Philadelphia, Pa. = oe 750.00 
Disbursements Total Amountss | $ 3,369.96 
Balance 47.03 

$ 3,416.99 

Balance on Hand, January 14, 1949 . 47.03 


G. K. Wiencke, Treasurer 


4 Copies of the Auditor's Report were distributed to the conven- 
on. 
The report was referred to the Synodical Committee of Review 
of Treasurer’s Report. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


April 25, 1949 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
Gentlemen: 


I have made an examination of the records and statements of 
the Treasurer of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
for the period ended January 14, 1949, and submit my report which 
consists of the following: Certificate, Treasurer’s Report, Balance 
Sheet, Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements, Cash Re- 
ceipts of Benevolence. . 


The Cash balance as of January 14, 1949 is $2,731.79. I made 
a detailed check of the receipts and disbursements including an ex- 
amination of bank statements, canceled checks and receipts. The 
bank statements for the first four months of the period were not 
available, but the deposits and expenditures were verified by an 
examination of the check stubs covering the period. As further 
proof of the correctness of the cash balance, I submit the following: 


BANK RECONCILIATION 


Bank Balance per statement, Jan. 14, 1949 2,761.79 
Less Checks outstanding: 


$10.00 
No. 2784 10.00 
Z̃˙V!n 10.00 
Cash Balance, January 14, 19499 $2,731.79 


8 I wish to take this opportunity to compliment G. K. Wiencke, 
9 Treasurer, on the fine records he has compiled and to thank him 
J and other members of the Executive Board for the cooperation given 

q in making the audit. 

Respectfully 
(signed) 
Edwin A. Scott 
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CERTIFICATE 


I have examined the records of the Treasurer, Gustav X. 
Wiencke, of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest, for 
the year ended January 14, 1949, have examined or tested account- 
ing records and other supporting evidence, by methods and to the 
extent I deemed appropriate. The examination was made in accord- 
ance with generally accepted auditing standards and includes all 
procedures which were considered necessary in the circumstances, 

In my opinion, the accompanying statements of receipts, dis- 
bursements, and financial statement present fairly the position of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest at January 14, 1949, 
and the results of its operation for the period, in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 


Edwin A. Scott 
Public Accountant. 


REPORT OF STATISTICIAN, NECROLOGIST, ARCHIVIST 


Reports for the year 1948 were received from all congregations 
excepting Good Shepherd, Bloomfield; St. Paul’s, Leigh; St. John’s, 
Scribner; Christ, ‘Wisner: First Lutheran, Syracuse; and St. John’s, 
Auburn. Three of the above congregations sent in reports but they 


arrived several weeks after closing date. Last year’s figures were 
used for the above mentioned congregations. 


The last day for receiving reports was set by synod for Febru- 
ary 1, 1949. However because of the extreme weather and 
conditions we advanced the date to February 15. 


Two congregations reported a combined loss of 344 baptised, — 


due to the bringing up to date of their membership roll; yet our 
total baptised accessions were 591 for 1948. 


: 9 report —will show 77 congregations. Howells has merged 
with Pilger. Niobrara is a new congregation, and Silver Cliff has 


become independent of Hanover, Kansas. Niobrara is in the same 


parish with Lindy; ; 
28. y; and Silver Cliff in the same parish with Han- 


Of the 77 congregations 51 use the English language exclusively, 


and 25 use both English and German. On gregati 
, e very small con tion 
uses the German language exclusively. * 


Four of our congregations 
$ are in citi four in 
cities up to 25,000, eight in cities es of over 100,000, 


u * up 
to 2,500, twenty-one in villages o p to 10,000, fourteen in cities up 


wee Bo f 500 and under and twenty-six in 
Baptised membershi 1947 1948 55 
Pp 0 
Confirmed membership 14705 
Communing membership ppb 12.997 13,173 
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Catechumens — 802 873 


Sunday- school members in 5,930 6,494 
Men's Organizations (members) 489 623 
Women’s Organizations (members) 2,909 3,108 
Youth Societies (member) 1.258 1,401 
$1,549,080.00 $1, 767,109.00 
Congregational Expense 381,236.00 450,237.00 
Apportionment paid -—~~...~-.......---- 40,005.00 59,521.00 
Unapportionment paiCcCcCcCcc— 62,246.00 51,560.00 
Total Congregational Expenses _____- 483,487.00 561,318.00 


Communing membership on which apportionment is to be based 
is 11,752. This figure represents the communing membership of all 


synodical congregations. 


The following have been placed into the archive during 1948: 


1. Kirchenbuch der Evangelical Lutheran Friedens Gemeinde 
dei Russell, Kansas. 

2. Booklet of the 60th anniversary of St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Lutheran congregation at Pender, Nebraska R. F. D. 

3. Booklet of the anniversary (50) of the St. Paul's Lutheran 

ngregation at Blue Hill, Nebraska. 

4. Summary reports of the State of the congregations of the 
Midwest Synod. 

5. Cuts of Paul Hansen, Norman Schroeder, Wayne Church, 
and group of Midwest Luther League. 

6. Picture of Lutheran choir of Linn, Kansas. 

7. Obituaries of Pastors Pett, Thomas and Hauptmann. 

8. Compiled report of manifested life of the U. L. C. A. 
Churches for 1947 

9. Parochial reports of Midwest synod for 1947. 

10. — * papers from Pastor Wiencke concerning Oklahoma 


11. Kassenbuch der Witwen und Waisen Kasse. 


DEATHS 


Mrs. Wm. Nitzschke, wife of our lafe Rev. Wm. Nitzschke fol- 
lowed the call of the Master of life and closed her eyes in death on 
the 9th of November, 1948. She was laid to rest on the 15th of No- 
vember 1948. Age 70 years, 6 months 4 days. Pastor Max Harder, 
son of our pastor Wm. and Mrs. Harder, of Hanover, Kansas, was 
tragically and suddenly called from this life in a train-car collision 
on the 13th of January 1949. He attained an age of 50 years. 


Respectfully submitted, 
E. C. Hansen, Statistician 
The report was referred to the Committee on Statistical Secre- 
tary’s Report. 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The Executive Board of Synod met six times during the synod- 
May 19, 1948 at Ellis, Kansas 
June 30, 1948 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
September 13, 1948 at Fremont, Nebraska 
November 30, 1948 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
January 17, 1949 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
March 21, 1949 at Lincoln, Nebraska 


ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND APPROVAL 


1. It was decided to sell the lots in Campbell, Nebraska, and 
the President was instructed to complete the sale for whatever the 


interested church offers, with the provision that the buyer pay for 
the abstracting cost. 


2. The synodical treasurer was bonded for $20,000.00. 


3. Student E. C. Bastian, serving Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Hastings, Nebraska was licensed to perform pastoral acts. 


4. Two joint meetings were held with the Executive Committee 
of the Nebraska Synod, one September 13, 1948 in Fremont and the 
other November 30, 1948 in Lincoln, Nebraska. 


The purpose of the joint meeting was to seek ways and 


means for closer cooperation in Auxiliaries of the Church and in 
fields where there may be overlapping. 


A joint committee from the two synods was called into being, 
said committee is to work out the problems in overlapping fields, and 
to consist of two members, one pastor and one layman from each 
synod with the presidents of synods members ex-officio. This com- 
— sey: to be called “The joint Committee on Overlapping Terri- 

ries. 

The Lutheran Welfare Work in Nebraska was carefully con- 
sidered at the second joint meeting. It was jointly recomme 
that the Lutheran Welfare Council of Nebraska request Dr. C. E. 
Krumbholz to convene a- meeting of the representatives of the 
Lutheran Bodies in the Lutheran Welfare Council for the purpose of 
discussing the entire organizational setup in Nebraska. 


5. The United Lutheran Publication House paid the first 
7 fogs September 1, 1948 in the amount of $2,500.00 and interest 


6. The loan of Synod from the First State Bank, Johnson, Ne- 


braska was paid in full on Septe 7 . 
$2,500.00 and interest $48.82. ptember 15, 1948 in the amoun 


7. St. John’s Lutheran Church at Norfolk, N id i 
' , Nebraska paid its 
note in full December 29, 1948 — amount of note $1,000.00 and in- 


— — $12.50. The amount paid by the Norfolk Church has been 


unded to the Emergency Revolving Fund of Synod. 


8. In accordance with Treasurer Be i i 
isler’s wishes the synodical 
— will 1 his books open into January. Congregational 
ve until January 8 to mail benevolence moneys. 
Such letters be postmarked not later than January 8. An ex- 
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shall be postmarked not later than December 31. 


: ception to this shall be Lutheran World Action Contributions which | 
3 ; 9. The following appointments were made: 


Promotional Features Committee for Midwest Lutheran. 
| 5 Mrs. C. A. Myrom, Pastor Paul Moessner 
: 3 Representative to Synodical Women's Missionary Society 
5 Pastor W. F. Churchill 
5 Representative to C. R. O. P. 
; Pastor M. A. Ritzen 
Representative to Nebraska Lutheran Welfare Council 
Pastor E. C. Hansen 
Parish Education 
Pastors Richard Jobman, Grant Van Boening 1 
Joint Committee On Overlapping Territories 
Pastor Herman Goede, Mr. Clarence Bower 
lism 
Pastor Theodore Althof 


10. The Executive Board calls attention to the fact that it is 
possible for a synod to arrange for a blanket bond to cover all 
congregational treasurers and other persons handling church funds. 
Such a blanket coverage is also offered in church theft policies. 


Report, the first ten items were approved.) 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO SYNOD 


1. That Synod recommend to the Parish Education Committee 
the consideration of plans for closer cooperation in the various dis- 
tricts, looking toward joint Sunday School conventions or rallies in 
the several districts with the Nebraska Synod. 


2. That Synod recommend to its auxiliaries that they make use 
of and create opportunities for fellowship, such as the exchange of 
delegates at conventions, joint meetings, gatherings and the like 
with the Nebraska Synod. 


(Upon recommendation, the words “and other bodies in the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council” were added No. 1 and 2 above.) 


3. The attention of the Executive Board of the Midwest Synod 
has been called to the action of the Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. 
referring to the policy for linguistic synods adopted in 1920. (ef. 
President’s Report in Bulletin pp. 11 & 12.) This policy was adopted 
at a time when such synods still had a “field for missions” in Com- 
munities where bi-lingual work was necessary. Now, twenty-nine 
years after the adoption of this policy, the need for bi-lingual work 
on the territory of the Midwest Synod no longer exists. As a synod, 
however, we feel that we must respond to the great commission of 
the Master, and establish missions wherever and whenever possible, 


We therefore recommend: 


I That the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Mid- 
west respectfully request the Executive Board of 
the ULCA to reconsider its action, taken at the 


a 
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(Upon recommendation of Committee on Executive Board’s 


» 


* 


4 415 77 ¢ 4 4, * 


— | 


4 


* 4 
| 4 
»| 
\e 
* + 
| 
(3 39 | 


a 


January 1949 meeting, regarding linguistic synods 
establishing new missions, (Cf. pp. 54. 55 of Jan- 
uary minutes) 


II That Synod request the Executive Board of the 
ULCA to establish a policy, which will make it 
possible for every synod to carry out its God-given 
missionary responsibility, without following long 
drawn-out procedures, which make mission work al- 
most impossible, and which policy at the same time, 
prevents overlapping of efforts on the part of two 
synods on the same territory. 


III That the Executive Board of the ULCA consider 
the following as a possible solution: 
a. That the Home Missions Committees of both 
synods involved in the same territory, shall con- 
fer with one another, before applying to the Re- 
gional Missions Council for assignment of a new 

field. 


b. The two committees shall come to an agreement 
between themselves as to which synod can best 
do missionary work in any given area. 


c. After the two committees have come to an agree- 
ment, each group shall respect this agreement 
in making application to the Regional Missions 
Council for the assignment of a mission field. 

d. The Regional Missions Council shall make as 
signments directly to the respective synod on its 
territory. After such assignment has been made 
to a synod that synod shall have the right to : 
occupy the proposed new mission field according as 
to the governing rules of the Regional Missions . 
Council and the Board of American Missions. 


(Referred to Executive Board for further study and action. 
Note page 91.) 


4. RESOLVED, 


I That the Midwest Synod accept the total quota of 
$75,000, indicated for it in the Christian Higher 
Education Year Plan adopted by the 1948 Conven- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church in America. 


Il That the Midwest Synod approve the distribution of 
its quota to the institutions of this Synod as fol- 
lows: Central Lutheran Seminary __ $10,500, Mid- 
land — 861,500, and the Special Aid Fund 


We 


* 


III That the Midwest Synod empower its Executive 
Board to select such committees as may be neces- 
sary for the successful completion of the Christian 
Higher Education Year Appeal. 


IV That, in order to aid this Synod to achieve complete 
Success in all phases of its Christian Higher Edu- 
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cation Year Appeal, donors are encouraged to con- 
tribute ir monies to the general quota of the 
Synod rather than to the designated institutions or 
the Special Aid Fund. 


V That the Midwest Synod calls upon its members and 
pastors to give enthusiastic support and to offer 
constant and sustained prayers for the success of 
the Christian Higher Education Year Appeal. 

(Considered in connection with report on CHEY and adopted. 


5. That the Midwest Synod authorize its President to confer at 
any time with the executive committees or presidents of other syn- 
ods or districts of church bodies participating in the National 
Lutheran Council, regarding a generally equitable exchange and 
transfer of congregations for the purpose of forming more compact 
parishes, and generally to increase the effectiveness of the Church’s 
ministry and to authorize such transfers, respecting in every case 


the wishes and desires of the parish or parishes involved. 
| 


Upon recommendation, adopted.) 
That the Following Budget Be Adopted For 1950 


Synodical Home Missions $ 3,500.00 
9,000.00 
Central Lutheran Seminar 3,500.00 
Beneficiary Education (3 semester) 2,700.00 
Lutheran Student Work 500.00 
1,700.00 

1. Synodical Relief $ 900.00 

2. Chaplaincy Work 800.00 

3. Family and Child Care 
800.00 
— 950.00 
3,500.00 
5,000.00 

| 1. Salary $3,500.00 

2. Expenses 739.00 

3. Pension 161.00 

| 4. Rent 600.00 
| 100.00 


U. 1. C. A. for 1950 861,754 per communing member 5.31 
Midwest Synod for 1950 32,450 per communing member 2.80 


(Upon recommendation the President's salary changed to $,- 
000.00 and upon recommendation of the Executive Board the amount 
of $1,600.00 was added to the budget for Family and Child Care.) 

| Respectfully submitted, 
| Your Executive Board 
Hugo H. F. Welchert. Secretarv 


The report was referred to the Committee on Executive Board’s 
Report. 
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The motion carried that the series of resolutions on CHEY be 
presented in connection with the presentation of CHEY by Dr. Fry 
on Wednesday afternoon. 


Convention committees appointed by the president were read, 
Pastor C. Goldenstein was appointed to serve in place of Pastor H. 
Goede on the Committee on Resolutions. 


REPORT OF BUSINESS MANAGER OF THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


Eleven issues of the Midwest Lutheran were published. We 


are mailing 4,600 copies. 


REPORT OF FINANCES 


Balance Synod 194888 $ 94.62 
Received 
Synod fund . 900.00 
Subscriptions 416.02 
$1,316.02 
Expenditures 
Publication $1,057.07 
Office a 7.00 
21.91 
W. F. Churchill 511 
$1,106.95 


Balance on Hand May 1949 — 8 209.07 
Respectfully submitted, | 
W. F. V. Churchill 
The report was referred to the auditing committee. ) 
The election of Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheran was 
ordered. 
The Committee on Credentials reported and additional laymen 
were seated as delegates to the convention. 


REPORT OF CONFERENCE SECRETARIES 


Pastor R. Jobman, Secretary of the Northern Conference, ex- 
tended an invitation to all the men of Synod to the meeting of the 
Northern Conference to be held at Niobrara State Park June 20-24. 


Pastor A. Duis of the Southern and Pastor P. O. Spehr of the 
Kansas Conference had nothing to report. es 


REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT MANAGER OF THE 
“MIDWEST LUTHERAN” 


The first half year, in servin i i 

g as Assistant Manager, little was 
3 corresponding with the Business Manager in order to 
eae y define the work of the Assistant, and to line up proper forms 
or making subscriptions by the members of the congregations. 


Since the beginning of the ; 
gregations have responded to the * number of pastors and con 


in their new subscription lists or renewals of old ones. The ma- 


jority however, have not sent their li ’ 
ist 
will continue to receive reminders to s of I oe as yet. Such 
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All subscription lists sent to the Assistant Manager have been 
checked with the mailing files at Blair, Nebraska. Changes of 
addresses have been made when necessary and new names added. 
Names and addresses must be checked against a master list of over 
4,000 obtained from Blair and then a new list typed. Depending 
on the time the names and addresses are received and the date of 
the printing and mailing of the Midwest Lutheran, several issues 
may elapse before the orders from congregations become effective. 
We therefore ask some patience in this matter. 


In order to retain our second class mailing permit it is required 
that we maintain a paid subscription list. It will be necessary to 
drop unpaid subscriptions. 


For the sake of information and inspiration each pastor, or his 
committee, should strive to have the Midwest Lutheran sent directly 


into every home. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. Welchert. Assistant Manager 


Tellers reported and Pastor W. F. Churchill was declared elected 
Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheran on the first ballot. 


The session was adjourned and closed with prayer by the Con- 
vention Chaplain. 


SECOND SESSION 


The session was opened with prayer by the Convention Chaplain. 
The minutes of the first session were read and approved as cor- 


The Ministerium submitted the following recommendations to 
Synod: 

1. That Candidates Martin Schroeder Jr. and Edwin P. Bastain 
be ordained. 

2. That Pastor T. Schmunk be retained on the clerical Roll of 
Synod for one year, subject to review at the close of the next syn- 
odical year. 

The recommendations were adopted. 

Pastors W. Gilbert Wise, Resettlement Director, and Carl Lem- 
on, Executive Secretary of the Nebraska Council of Churches, were 
welcomed as advisory members. 

By motion the first ten pews are to be considered the bar of 


Pastor P. Kuehner, Editor of the Midwest Lutheran, reported. 

Election of Editor of the Midwest Lutheran was ordered. 

The report of the Assistant Manager of the Midwest Lutheran 
was continued. 

The motion was made that it be the . ene of this conven- 
tion to consider it desirable to have the President serve as editor of 
the Midwest Lutheran and that he be supplied with a full time sec- 
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Tue motion was made and seconded to refer this matter to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 


The motion carried to table the entire matter. 
Election of Editor was reordered. 


: REPORT OF SECRETARY OF. FOREIGN MISSIONS 


According to the information received from the United Jutheran 
Mission Board, in all of our Foreign Mission Fields, the mission- 
aries are steadily winning people for Christ, (including China where 
there is much confusion and uncertainty). Some of the converted 
are serving their Lord. In China on December 10, four Chinese evan- 
gelists were ordained to the Gospel ministry. 


Funds at the present time are still being sent to China, and vill 
be sent as long as souls can be won for Christ. The $56,697.58 
| ceived for the Tsingtao Hospital is being held in trust until conditions 
permit to erect the new building. Although at the present time 
there is little we can do for her, nevertheless, we must continue to 
8 do what we can. We can do that much more in our other Mission 
9 Fields. We should keep our people informed and urge them to in- 
* crease their offerings, tell them of the need of more young men 
. and women to give their lives to serve Christ in the ministry of the 
1 word. We certainly need more consecrated young men and women 

. to prepare themselves for. some kind of Mission work. 


As I see it, there was never a greater oppurtunity than now. 
The heathens are crying the Macedonian call, “Come over and help 
. us,” especially is that true of Japan, and we dare not fail her. The 
early receipts to the 1949 Epiphany appeal, “To Win the Children 
| of Japan for Christ,” is a little more than $5,000. The goal as you 
1 know is $75,000. To raise this amount our offerings in the 
U. L. C. A. must average $6,250 a month. Only three Synods raised 
their double apportionment for 1948. Only as every congregation 
raises its double apportionment will our Synod be able to report 


200% paid to the U. L. C. A. and do its just share in evangelizing 
the world. 


The Board of Foreign Missions is trying to help us: “Since 
January 1, 1949 a new plan of missionary support has been in oper- 
ation. Now a congregation, group or individual may begin support 
toward a missionary with one unit or $600. This may be increased 
until full support is reached for single missionaries at $1,800.00 and 
married missionaries at $3,600.00. These figures include salaries 
end all expenses incidental to missionary upkeep and travel. Con- 


gregations will now share support in one or more missionaries until 
full support is given.” 


I am happy to report that: “The Foreign Missionary,” the 
Board's official publication is now being read month by month by a 
larger public than last year at this time. Single subscription 
price is 75 cents a year. Club rates: 50 cents up to one hundred 
copies to the same address; 40 cents per copy for 100 copies or more 
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sent to the same address. $1.25 will pay for a combination sub- 
scription with the Lutheran Women’s Work for one year.” 


To help our missionaries to do more and better work, a full 
payment of the apportionment benevolence is absolutely necessary. 
More workers must be enlisted for active service in the Lord’s work. 


In order that the Lords work may be done, the following recom- 
mendations are offered. 


1. That every pastor and Christian layman and laywoman put 
forth more effort to carry out the aims of the Board of 
Foreign Missions. 


2. That every congregation or better yet every auxiliary of the 
congregation adopt the new plan of support toward a mission- 
ary. 

3. That every pastor preach a number of mission sermons dur- 
ing the year. 

4. That every pastor encourage more of the women to join the 
Women's Missionary Society. 

5. To, urge more of our members to subscribe to the. “Foreign 
Missionary”, and, “Lutheran Women’s Work.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
C. H. Kemper. 


The report was adopted. 


Upon recommendation of the Committee on Reference and Coun- 
sel, the Committee on Resolutions presented the following recom- 
mendation: 


That synod instruct its executive committee to prepare a plan 
for next year’s session to approach the idea of a gradual amal- 
gamation of the three synods on our territory, namely: the 
Nebraska, the Kansas and the Midwest Synods. 


The motion carried to refer this resolution to the Executive 
Board in consultation with Dr. Fry to report back to Synod when 
the Committee on Executive Board’s report is scheduled to report. 


Reports of the synodical department representatives to the Ne- 
braska Lutheran Welfare Council were given. 


By motion, the placing of the Family and Child Care Depart- 
ment on the budget was referred to the Executive Board in con- 
sultation with Dr. Fry. 


Tellers reported and Pastor Paul Kuehner was declared elected 
Editor of the Midwest Lutheran on the first ballot. 


Election of Assistant Business Manager was ordered. 
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REPORT OF CHAPLAIN’S DIVISION OF THE 
NEBRASKA LUTHERAN WELFARE COUNCIL 


ould you be willing to give .10 so that a spiritual ministry 
may be provided for “them that are in bonds”, in our State insti- 
tutions? If the confirmed members of the National Lutheran 
Council congregations in Nebraska are willing to add .10 to their 
benevolent giving, we could add another full time chaplain, and help 
pay for the one we now have. | 


"Those who have not visited our State Institutions, nor taken 
time to look beyond their physical plants, programs and schedules; 
into the hearts and minds of these inmates and patients, will not be 
able to appreciate the urgency, yes painful urgency, of the work 


which is commonly known as Institutional Service. 


Our National Lutheran Council Churches have neglected a large 
number of unfortunates in their own household; but shall we con- 
tinue to look the other way? In the eight Lincoln Institutions there 
aré more than 3,189 inmates and patients. Besides these there are 
five nursing homes with more than 100 patients. There are more 
than 300 Lutherans in these institutions, of which more than half 
belong to National Lutheran Council Churches. 


At present we spend one half a day a week trying to call on 
more than 50 patients at the Veterans Hospital. Time permits visi- 
tation only to the seriously ill. Many never see a National Lutheran 
Council pastor. In 1948 we made 55 visits to the Veterans Hospital 
and 12 visits to the State Prison. 


The number of patients at the Veterans Hospital is gradually 
increasing. We are told the peak will be reached about 1965. The 
average number of patients during the first three months of 1949 
was 56, reaching 63 in January. Of these only between 4 and 8 


are Missouri Lutherans. We reach between 10 to 18 patients in 
our weekly visits, 


In the meeting of the Chaplaincy Division of the Nebraska 
Lutheran Welfare Council, held on February 25, 1949, 17 pastors of 
all Lutheran groups in Nebraska, passed this resolution: “It was 
moved, seconded and carried, that it is the consensus of the Chap- 
lain’s Division of the Nebraska Lutheran Welfare Council, that a 
full time Chaplain of the National Lutheran Council be placed in 
Lincoln, Nebraska”. On the 7th of March of this year the following 
presidents, secretaries and interested pastors of the National Luther- 
an Council met to consider the serious situation of the Chaplain’s 
works in both Lincoln and Beatrice: President C. Hall of the Augus- 
tana Conference, President Th. Schuldt, of Fremont, of the Ne- 
braska Synod, President L. Wolff of Lincoln, of the Midwest Synod, 
President Fritschel, of Greeley, Colorado, of the Central Division 
of the American Lutheran Church. Secretary Young of Omaha, of 
the Nebraska Synod, Secretary J. Streng of Beatrice, of the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church, Rev. Klink of York, Nebraska of the Nebraska 


Synod, Rev. Goldbeck of Hastings, Nebraska. R Christensen of 
Axtel, Nebraska, Superintend t ev. ri 
E. Hansen of Lincoln, Neb a of Bethphage Mission, and Rev 
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The placing of a full time chaplain was discussed. This chap- 


lain possibly would share his time in the Lincoln and Beatrice in- 
stitutions. The following resolution was adopted: “It is the opinion 
of the undersigned that a full time institutional chaplain in Lincoln 
is of greatest urgency. We appeal to the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil for $5,000.00 financial support until such time that we have sold 
this work to our people to the extent that they can carry on this 
work themselves”. This was signed by the above named representa. 
tives of 5 different synods and Conferences. It was also resolved, 
“that we ask our constituent bodies for .10 per confirmed member 
for the work of the institutional chaplaincy.” 


We strongly urge that this work be brought to the attention 
of all our people, that we cooperate and become strong in this 
neglected field of the spiritual ministry to our unfortunate brothers 
and sisters in the faith. 

E. C. Hansen 
Official Lutheran Representative in the U. 8. 
Veterans Hospital at Lincoln. Nebraska 


The report was accepted. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TABITHA HOME 


This report for the year 1948 is for the sixty-second year in 
the history of Tabitha Home and the eighth annual report made by 
your Executive Director. 


This year has been marked by peace and tranquility in the 
Home. The employment problem by which we were so harassed 
during the war and following years, has been greatly relieved. 
The support of the Home has been generous; God's blessings have 
been abundant; our scope of service has been enlarged. We believe 
the most noteworthy event of the year was the awarding on May 20, 
1948 of the contracts for the construction of our new homeg The 
completion and dedication of our buildings, which will be the cul- 
mination of years of prayers, pleadings and efforts by representa- 


tives of the Home, is the anticipated event of 1949. 


During the year 1948 Tabitha Home served 88 aged guests. 
Nineteen were received; eleven were dismissed; fifteen passed away. 
At the end of the year our aged numbered sixty-two. Of the total 
served through the year 64 were Lutherans; 22 non-Lutherans. 
Thirty came to Tabitha from Lincoln or Lancaster County; 58 from 


outside of Lincoln. 


Although we have experienced the Cooperative Lutheran Chil- 
dren’s Welfare work to be quite costly financially, we feel that 
splendid progress has been made. A much larger field of service has 
been secured through our aid in branches of service rendered by 
other agencies and of which we now have a definite part, such as: 
child placement, service to unmarried mothers, foster homes. and 80 
forth, We have had direct case supervision from the Welfare 


Council since last September. 
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In the Children’s Department there were 31 under our care at 
* beginning of 1948. During the year 23 new children were received. J 
75 making a total served in the Home of 54; representing 27 different , 
. families. Twenty children were dismissed; leaving 34 under care at 
close of 1948. Of the children dismissed, 18 went into re-established 
homes of one or both of their parents or into relative’s homes. One 
was placed into an adoptive ULC home. One was placed into an- 
| other child care institution. Of these 54 children served directly, 
1 40 were Lutheran or baptized Lutheran after entering Tabitha; 14 
1 were non-Lutheran. Of the 23 children received, 11 were from Lin- 
coln, 12 from outside Lincoln, including 5 from outside of Nebraska. 


| At the close of the year the Boys’ Department was filled, but 
| there was room for 10 in the Girls’ Home. This seems to be the 
1 same condition in the other Lutheran and state institutions in Ne- 


27 braska this year. Of the children dismissed, one had been in the 
| institution over 9½ years. 


. In connection with and in addition to the above services, should 
1 be noted the numerous appointments, conferring and calls made to 
b> | doctors, dentists, psychologists, psychiatrists, and schools in deter- 
12 | mining needs and helping to work out the problems of these chil- 
i. | dren. Through these efforts we were able to learn one child was 
7 cerebral palsyed and we arranged with local agencies for a private 
en | foster home placement. Another proved to be epileptic, and is still 
14 1 with us, but further plans await final reports on tests now being 
a given by Dr. Dysinger, Psychologist. Other contacts were made to . 
7 the Veteran’s Administration which resulted in directing a disabled ö 
3 Veteran’s compensation to the care of his 5 children now at Tabitha. 1 
Other definite efforts, and appointments resulted in the adoption N 


of one of Tabitha’s youngsters. 


Eos Many inquiries for placement, adoption, and for service to 
A children either below or above our age of serving were directed to 
a the Nebraska Lutheran Welfare office, or to other agencies as the 
eR case required. Other calls resulted in parents being helped to work 
1 out their own problems and to keep their children with them. 

* 


TABITHA HOME 
OPERATING STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND 
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31, 1948 
Income Receipts: 
Operating Receipts 


11 $30,632.94 
Income from Investments 153.69 
Synods (Apportionments) 14,647.49 


Community Chest 3,700.00 


A Total Income Receipts $55,691.97 
Expense: 
Administrative: 
23,338.60 
Printing and Office Supplies 1 502.42 


Telephone and Telegraph ____ 
Auto Expense 


| ual an ure rganizations 6 557 85 

wet 
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Auditing and Legal — 355.00 


Freight, Express and Postagge 213.97 
1,511.93 
— 1,007.05 
600.00 
Lutheran Pension 210.00 

Total Administrative $30,270.12 
Nebraska Welfare Council Servicte 1,385.00 1,385.00 
Fixed Charges for Plant Operation: 

4,302.64 

4,467.86 
977.23 
Interest 24.00 
283.16 
Miscellaneous Expense 1,349.02 

House Supplies and Replacement 1,262.29 
72.88 

Total Fixed Charges - 12,739.08 
Service and Relief: 

— 10,965.50 
140.20 
873.39 

853.10 

Total Service and Relief 12,832.19 
Total Operating Expense 57,226.39 
Excess of Operating Expenditures over Income Receipts 1,534.42 


GENERAL SUPPORT 


The Church has maintained a loyal and generous support to the 
Home with both material and financial gifts. The number of quarts 
of canned fruit and vegetables received by the Home this year 
was the largest with one exception. In 1947 our total income for 
general expenses was $52,097.85; this year it was $55,691.97, making 
an increase for the year of $3,594.12. 


Last year we added to our Building Fund $35,610.04; this year 
there was added $60,375.53. ($20,000 of this came from the Koop 
Estate.) These figures show that our support has been very good 
even though our people have been called upon to give heavily to the 
double apportionment appeal and Lutheran World Action. 


IMMANUEL 


God has been with us in a most remarkable way. He has opened 
the windows of heaven and poured out an abundant blessing! For 
the last several years approximately $100,000 a year has been re- 
ceived. This year over $112,000. We have not yet attained; only 
through faith and prayer can the dream and prayer of years be 
accomplished, 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Trustees of Tabitha Home 


Pastor W. Gilbert Wise, Director of Resettlement, spoke to the 
convention. 


Tellers reported and Pastor Werner Welchert was declared 
elected Assistant Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheran on 
the second ballot. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


The Nebraska State planning Board for the Lutheran Coopera- 
tive Evangelism Program met at First Lutheran Church, Lincoln, 
Nebraska on March 29, 1949. Preliminary plans were made to fol- 
low through with the NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL program 
of Evangelism which program will be carried out from Easter to 
Pentecost in 1950. The State planning board divided the state of 
Nebraska into several territories choosing directors and instructors 
to be responsible for the promotion of this program of Evangelism 
in their respective territories. Since this is a NATIONAL LUTHER- 
AN COUNCIL endeavor to win 300,000 trained witnesses for Christ. 
we are eager for 100% cooperation from the pastors of our synod 
to gnite with other Lutherans in this program “to: reach and to 
teach!” 


Respectfully submitted, 
Walter Rowoldt 


The report was accepted. 


LUTHERAN LITERARY BOARD “4 


It was reported that the accounts of the Lutheran Literary 
Board are being settled, and that in all probability all business will 
be taken care of by the end of the year. 


N 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PARISH EDUCATION 


During the past year Pastor R. Moehring resigned as chairman 
of this committee and Pastor R. Jobman was appointed. Pastor 
Frederick Weisenborn resigned and Pastor Van Boening was ap 
pointed. Pastor Ed. Amend resigned but no one was appointed. 


Your Committee met two ti . 0 
Omaha on January o times during this past year. On 


12, 1949 and at Lincoln, March 28, 1949. The 
— was to organize a series of Work- 
ies throughout the Synod dur wa. 

S. Avery met with t yn uring the month of May 


he committee during thi : toe were 
conducted in the following areas of Stmod. 


May 1 — Stillwater area 


| May 9 — Lincoln area 

— — Ellis area May 10 — Columbus area 

— : — Gothenburg area May 11 — Niobrara area 

— a „ 

May 8 — Johnson area 


| 
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Marcus Otterbein represented the Parish and Church School 
Board at each rally. 


Enlistment demonstrations for the past year, which were con- 
ducted by L. Reese, received the following results. 


217 Callers 
391 Calls 
378 Enlistments 


Other congregations conducted their enlistments individually 
which are not ineluded in this report. 


At the last Synodical convention this committee was instructed 
to promote the program of Family and Child Care Department of 
the Nebraska Lutheran Welfare Council. A letter was sent out to 
each pastor and Sunday Schoel superintendent of our synod in Ne- 
braska urging the Sunday Schools to contribute to this work. 


The memorial to the ULCA in regard to a uniform Catechetical 
course for all National Lutheran Council Church bodies was favor- 
ably received and referred to the committee on Faith and Life. 
(1948 Minutes, page 61) 


The committee wishes to bring to your attention the following: 


The Christian Growth Series is now available for beginners, 
primary, juniors, intermediates, and seniors. This series continues 
as a cooperative effort of The American Lutheran Church, The 
Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Synod of North America, and The 
United Lutheran Church in America. 


The Augsburg Teachers for Young People and Adults celebrates 
its 75th anniversary this year. 


More and more leaders are finding The Parish School magazine 
an indispensable tool for their educational work. 


September is Parish Education month. 


The Children of the Church has oversubscribed their 1948 budget 
of $15,000 by contributing $19,156.35, of which our synod con- 
tributed $109.00. 


Two copies of the film strip “Be A Missionary” were ordered 
by the committee. They will be available to the Sunday Schools of 


synod through the committee. 


The annual parish Education conference for this region will be 
held June 14 & 15 at Chicago Seminary, Maywood, Illinois. The 
committee hopes to be represented. 


The Hastings district Sunday School Association was reorgan- 
ized and met at First St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hastings. The 
association is composed of both Nebraska and Midwest Synod Sun- 
day Schools. 
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The North East district met at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 


Emerson, July 23. 


The Southeastern district met at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 
Diller, June 9. This association is composed of both Nebraska and 
Midwest Synod Sunday Schools. 


Your committee has the following recommendations to submit: 


1. That synod express itself in favor of at least a two year 
catechetical course of instruction. 


2. That we urge every pastor and congregation to promote the 
Children of the Church, Daily Vacation Bible School, leader- 
ship training classes, regular monthly Sunday School teach- 
ers and officers meetings, and adult educational training pro- 


grams. 
Respectfully submitted, 


R. L. Jobman, Chairman 
T. F. Moehring, Secretary 
G. Van Boening 


Recommendation No. 1 was referred back to the committee with 
the suggestion that some ideal or standard be submitted with refer- 


ence to the length of time or number of hours for catechetical in- 
struction. 


Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 


Report of Representative to Midland Assembly 


The Twenty-sixth Annual Midland Summer Assembly for Church 


Workers was held August 8-13, 1948; on the Midland College Campus 
in Fremont, Nebraska. 


The Daily Devotions were conducted each morning by the Rev. 


Willard W. Alexander, Pasto i 
City, er r of Trinity Lutheran Church, Kansas 


— 


Three Credit Courses were offered: The Rev. E. B. Keisler, 
D. D. taught the class on “The Christian Worship”. Mrs. Mabel B. 
ge taught the class or “The Use of the Bible with Children“. 
The Rev. J. Ernest Messer, S. T. M. taught the course, “Undergird- 
ing for a time of Peril”, Study course in the book of Revelation. 


The Rev. D. E. Elder, Pastor 
E. of Bethlehem Lutheran 
tg Indianapolis, Ind. conducted the Pastor's Hour on the theme 
ow to Set up a Congregation Functionally” 


The Inspirational lectures were given by Miss Nona Diehl. The 


Rev. D. E. Elder. Miss Lilli 
and Mrs. Mable B. Fenner. iana Bartolomei, The Rev. E. B. Keisler, 


A course in i 
Finley of Sioux City, offered for Intermediates by Miss Dor 
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The Junior Assembly for Children, ages 3 to 12, was under the 
direction of Nebraska Synod Children of the Church Secretary, Miss 
Amanda Jorn of Falls City, Nebraska assisted by Miss Mary Marx 
of Omaha. 


At the Midland Assembly Board Meeting, the following officers 
were elected to serve for one year: Ares. The Rev. R. R. Pfeiffer, 
Emerson, Nebraska; Vice Pres. The Rev. J. E. Messer, South Sioux 
City, Nebraska; Secretary Mrs Oscar Johnston, Omaha, Nebraska; 
Treas. Miss Alta Schafersman, Fremont, Nebraska. 


The following will be on the program for this year’s Assembly; 
The Rev. G. R. Whittecar; The Rev. J. E. Messer; Dr. S. W. Rhyne; 
The Rev. H. Monnich; The Rev. L. H. Steinhoff; Missionary Miss 
Wickels and others. A more detailed program will be mailed to 
the pastors of Synod at a later date. 


Respectfully submitted 
G. Van Boening 


The report was accepted. 


By motion the resignation of Pastor ‘Werner Welchert from the 
office of Assistant Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheran was 


accepted. 


The session was adjourned, and closed with prayer by the Con- 
vention Chaplain. 


THIRD SESSION 
Wednesday morning, May 18, 1949 


3 morning devotions were conducted by the Convention Chap- 


The secretary called the roll. 
The minutes of the second session were approved as read. 
The proposed changes in the Order of Business were adopted 


Pastor Sherman Fredericks and Dr. E. B. Keisler were welcomed 
as advisory members. 


Pastor Fredericks brought fraternal greetings from the Evan- 
gelical Synod of Kansas and Adjacent States. 


A telegram of greeting from the Iowa Synod was read. The 
Committee on Letters and Communications was instructed to send 
a telegram of greeting in the name of Synod to the lowa Synod. 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HOME MISSION BOARD 


Three meetings of the Board were held during the past year: 
May 19, 1948, at Ellis, Kansas, during the days of Synod; July 6, 
1948, in the home of President Wolff at Lincoln; and, November 29, 
1948, in the Y. W. C. A. at Lincoln. 
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Congregations which have received financial assistance through 
your Home Mission Board, or are listed as Mission Congregations, 
are as follows: 


a. The Lodge Pole Chappell Parish is no longer listed as vacant, 
having called Pastor Norman Schroeder to be their minister. 
Salary aid for this parish is granted by the Home Mission 
Board and is the only mission field not under the Board of 
American Missions. 

b. The Good Shepherd, Lindy, congregation together with the 
Lutheran Church at Niobrara, called as their minister, Pastor 
Erich Petersen. The South Dakota District of the E. L. C. 
voted to transfer the Niobrara congregation to the Synod in 
the Midwest of the U. L. C. A. on June 9, 1948. The Good 
Shepherd Congregation and the Niobrara Congregation are 
now a combined Mission Parish receiving salary aid from the 
Board of American Missions. Pastor Petersen and his family 
live in Niobrara from where he regularly serves the Lindy 
Church. The members of the Good Shepherd congregation 
began construction of a new church edifice in 1948 and have 
completed the new church which is to be dedicated May 29. 


e. The Havelock Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska is being 
served by Paster E. C. Hansen. During the past year this 
congregation was adopted as a mission field by the Board ot 
American Missions and is receiving salary aid for 1949 in 
the amount of $2,100.00. Under the leadership of their Pas- 
tor steps are being ‘taken toward a re-location of the church, 
the plans being made to build a new edifice on the corner of 
60th and Fremont streets. Funds are being raised and a loan 
from the Board of American Missions is under consideration. 


d. The Stillwater-Perry Parish in Oklahoma which is served by 
Dr. E. J. Amend is still under the supervision of the Board 
of American Missions, but will be a self-supporting parish 
within a year or two. Although running into many difficul- 
ties, the Stillwater congregation is making every effort to 
obtain a more suitable place for its location. Pastor Amend 
and his expansion committee are putting in many hours rela- 
tive to the congregation’s building needs and plans. 


Peru, Nebraska and Great Bend, Kansas, have been assigned for 
survey to the Midwest Synod by the Regional Committees of Ne- 
braska and Kansas respectively. A study of these fields is being 
delayed until certain matters relative to the proper procedure within 
the field of American Missions of our own U. L. C. A. is clarified. 


_ Pastor Goldenstein, of Columbus, Nebraska, has been doing 
mission work in the neighboring community of Richland. 


Your Home Mission Board voted Madi Stanton, 
Nebraska, as soon as possible. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Your Committee, 

By W. P. Welchert, Secretary 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HOME MISSIONS BOARD 
NODICAL CHURCH EXTENSION 


EIPTS: 
y 1-1948 Synodical Treasurer (Sale of Lamar Church $3,150.00 
. 4-1948 Refund from Pastor H. Goede _....... — 68.00 
Disbursements 
2 17-1948 Niobrara Lutheran Church (Parsonage Loan) 2,500.00 
ENERAL FUND 
Baienes on Hand May 14, $ 718.00 
ECEIPTS: 
17-1948 Symodieal Treasurer 403.00 
24-1948 Synodical „ 400.00 
ept. 15-1948 Refund Pastor Peterson (on salary advanced) 300.00 
370.00 
ñ 400.00 
Nov. 23-1948 Synodical Treasurer _...... 400.00 
mee, 96-1048 Synodical Treasurer 505.00 
eb. 4-1949 Lipscomb, Texas Treasurer! 85.00 
500.00 
$3.513.00 
ISBURSEMENTS: July 1, 1949 - May 1, 1949 
mBynodical Committee Expenses $ 74.17 
“upport to Lindy-Niobrara Paris 634.51 
port to Havelock Paris 1,166.00 
SBupport to Stillwater-Perry Paris 200.00 
Bupport to Lodgepole-Chappell Paris 879.32 
Survey Expense 40.00 
17.67 
im $3,011.67 
on Hand * $ 501.33 
8 $1,219.33 


C. R. Goldenstein 
The reports were accepted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PROTOCOL AND 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 


Your committee has examined the 1948 Minutes and compared 
them to the original manuscript submitted by the secretary and 
found nothing had been omitted. 


No corrections of any kind were submitted to us by pastors and 
we therefore recommend the 1948 Minutes be adopted as the Pro- 
tocol of the 1948 convention. 


Your committee calls attention to the Proposed Amendments 
to the Constitution of the United Lutheran Church of America and 
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recommends that Synod take action at this time. 


Your committee furthermore recommends that Synod extend a 
rising vote of thanks to our Secretary, Hugo H. F. Welchert, for his 
faithful and untiring work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. K. de Freese 
W. Rowoldt 
Martin L. Ringer 
The report was adopted. 


The motion carried to adopt the propose amendments to the 
Constitution of the United. Lutheran Church in America. 


Dr. W. P. Hieronymus and Pastors George Krebs and R. R. 
Pfeiffer were received as advisory members. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry presented the work of the Church. 


President Wolff expressed Synod’s gratitude and appreciation 
for the information and inspiration of Dr. Fry’s presentation. 


Pastors T. Schuldt and Fred Kern were received as advisory 
members. 


Election of secretary was ordered. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL SECRETARY'S 
REPORT 


Your committee has reviewed the report of the Statistical See- 


retary and commend him very highly for his thorough work. We 
recommend: 


1. That the recommendations of the Statistical Secretary in his 
report be adopted. 


2. That Synod show its appreciation for the faithful work by 4 


Robert E. Shirck 
Frederick C. Nolte 
Recommendation No. 1 was referred back to the committee. 
‘Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
Election of statistical secretary was ordered. 


Tellers reported and Hugo H. F. Welchert was declared elected 
secretary on the first ballot. 


Pastor Theodore Schuldt, President of the Nebraska Synod, 
brought fraternal greetings. 


Mrs. C. A. Myrom. President of the Synodical Women's Mission, 
ary Society, spoke to the convention 
the Women’s Missionary Society. 
REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIET 


The Women’s Missi 
convention. onary Society greets Synod at its 60th annual 


— 


„and presented the report of 


— 


* 
8 


vote. 
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The 1948 convention of the Women's Missionary Society was 
held September 29-30 in St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Emerson, Ne- 
braska, Rev. Henry Rowoldt, pastor, with 88 delegates and 145 visi- 
tors registered. Again we are happy to report an increase of two 
societies and receipts of $9,336.00, Which is an increase of $1,800 
over the previous year. 


During the trienium 1947-49 Thank-offering has been stressed. 
For this reason gifts to that department have been especially large. 
Our Thank-offering increased over $800 last year. 


There has also been an especially fine interest shown in Patron 
and Protege Scholarships, Life, and In Memoriam memberships, and 
in Special Aids. Our project in Special Aids last year was the 
sending of boxes for European relief and sending religious and edu- 
cational supplies to China. 


Our society will hold its 1949 convention in October in St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Russell, Kansas. ‘We extend an invitation to all 
churches in the Midwest Synod to send representatives to this con- 
vention. Especially, do we wish to interest those churches which 
have, as yet, no missionary organization. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. C. A. Myrom 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


In the 1948-49 school year we had thé following as students 
preparing for the ministry from our Synod: 


Year Graduating Seminary 


Theologs: Martin G. Schroeder 1949 Western 

Edwin Bastian 1949 Western 
Robert Grefe 1950 Chicago 
Louis L’Heureux 1951 Northwestern 

Pre-Theologs: College 
Fred Wolff Midland 
Edward Amend Oklahoma A & M 
Paul Moeller Wayne Teachers 


Conway Hansen Wayne Teachers 
Danial Schroeder Midland 


Carl Nolte At home due to illness 
Arthur Miller Midland 
Robert Hulse Midland 
Karl Koenig Midland 
Burnell Hartman Midland 
Paul Koenig Midland 


Wesley Fuerst Midland 
Alexander Wacker Midland 
Harlan Brei Midland 
Harlan Heier Midland 


Miss Grace Roemer, who also is a student at Midland, is study- 
ing to enter the diaconate. Several High School Students have al- 
ready entered their names as future Theological Students. 
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During the past year 5 students received aid from the Synod. 
They were: Louis L‘Heureux, Alex Wacker, Karl Koenig. Robert 
Hulse, Burnell Hartman. During the next year several more are 
expected to ask for aid. 


During the Synodical year your committee met 6 times. 6 
pastors from other synods and 2 students were examined. A dinner 
was given in honor of the Students at Midland College and Western 
Seminary from our Synod by your committee to become better ge- 
quainted. Inspirational addresses were given by members of the 


board at the time, building for closer fellowship by the student with 
our Synod. 


The following recommendations are made to the Synod: 
1. that our Committee be allowed $2,700.00 for our 1950 budget. 
2. that our synod revise its policies in giving aid to beneficiary 
seminary students, and 
that support only be given to students attending Central 
Seminary, Fremont, Nebraska, 
Respectfully submitted, ‘ 
A. J. Duis, Secretary 


Treasurer’s Report of the Committee on the Ministry 


July 9, 1948 to March 10, 1949 
Income 


1948 From Synodical Treasurer $1,665.00 
From Crusaders Special Aid 
Friedens Church, Lincoln. Nebr. 60.00 


1949 Ruben Steinpreis, on note 40.00 
$1,765.00 

1948 Student Aid $ 700.00 

Travel, Miscellaneous 203.00 

1949 Student Aid 600.00 

Travel, Miscellaneous 140.00 

Balance March 10, 1949 121.80 

$1,765.00 


A. J. Duis, Treasurer 
Recommendation No. 1 was referred to the Committee on Ex- 


ecutive Board’s Report. 
Recommendation No. 2 was presented. 
The motion was made to adopt this recommendation. 


anh not tye — the recommendation be amended to the effect 
yn revise its polic : : ts 
attending Midland. policy and give aid only to college studen 


Tellers reported, and Pasto 
Statistical Secretary on the fi r E. C. Hansen was declared elected 


first ballot. 
The session was 
Convention Chaplain. adjourned, and closed with prayer by the 
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FOURTH SESSION 
Wednesday afternoon, May 18, 1949 
The session was opened with prayer by the Convention Chaplain. 
The minutes of the third session were read and approved as read. 


Suggested changes by the Committee of Reference and Counsel 
in the Order of Business were adopted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE 
BOARD'S REPORT 


The Executive Board if commended for pursuing an aggressive 
policy and maintaining an alert attitude in conducting the affairs 
of synod. 

1. It is recommended that the first ten items in the report be 

received as information. 

2. We propose to amend the first and second recommendations 
by adding “and other bodies in the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil” to the end of each of these recommendations. 

3. The third recommendation is offered for discussion on the 
floor of Synod. 

4. The fourth and fifth recommendations are offered for adop- 
tion. 

5. It is proposed that the sixth recommendation be amended by 
changing the president’s salary from “$3,500 to $4,000”. 

Respectfully submitted, 
F. H. Block 

A. D. Havekost 

W. H. Weiss 

K. Koenig 

Edward Schneider 

H. J. Diekhoft 

Walter L. Jobman 


Recommendations No. 1 and 2 were adopted. 


Recommendation No. 3 of the Executive Board’s Report was 
presented for discussion and referred to the Executive Board, 


The adoption of the first part of No. 4 in the report of the 
Committee on Executive Board’s Report was declared out of order, 
to be discussed and acted upon in connection of the presentation 
of CHEY. 


Recommendation No. 5 in the Executive Board’s Report was 
adopted. 


RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD 


That Synod include in the 1950 budget an item of $1,600.00 as a 
contribution to the Family and Child Care Department of the Ne- 
braska Lutheran Welfare Council, and that Synod authorize the 
President to appoint one friendly visitor to the Welfare Council 
Curing the coming year. 
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The recommendation was adopted. 
(See 1950 budget) 


No. 5 of the Committee’s Report was adopted. 
(See 1950 budget) 


RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD 


In a meeting of the Executive Board together with Dr. Frank- 
lin Clark Fry, the following recommendation to Synod was adopted: 
We recommend that Synod go into an Executive Session. 


The recommendation was adopted. 


The Midwest Synod in Executive Session adopted the following 
amended resolution: 


That the Midwest Synod inform the Executive Board of the 
United Lutheran Church in America of this Synod’s present in- 
clination to consider seriously a future merger with the Nebraska 
and Kansas Synods, and further that this Synod invite the Executive 


Board of the Church to begin an inquiry as to the feasibility and de- 
sirability of such a merger. 


After adjournment of the Executive Session the President called 
the convention to order. 


REPORT OF REVIEW COMMITTEE OF TREASURER’S REPORT 


Your committee has received and examined the Audit Report 
presented by Mr. Edwin A. Scott, Public Accountant, of Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, in which he states that in examining the books he followed 


the accepted auditing standards and procedures necessary in the 
circumstances. 


Your committee has also examined the books of the Synodical 
Treasurer, and found them to be correct. 


We recommend: 


1. That Synod express its thanks to Pastor Wiencke for his 
faithful work. 

2. That since Synod passed a resolution that the treasurer’s re- 
port be examined by a certified auditor chosen by the Execu- 
tive Board, we deem it superfluous that a synodical auditing 
committee also examine the treasurer’s books. That, there- 
fore, in the future no synodical committee be appointed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
F. W. Nolte 

Ed. Tiemann 

P. C. Kuehner 

The report was adopted. 

The Auditor's Report was adopted. 

By motion the presentati 
2 22 of CHEY was placed on the pro- 

Election of treasurer was ordered. 
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Dr. W. P. — President of Midland College, spoke to 
the convention. 


Tellers reported, and Pastor G. K. Wiencke Sr. was declared 
elected treasurer on the first ballot. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 


The beginning of a new school year — another God-given oppor- 
tunity to serve the flower of our youth — and through them the 
Church and her Lord! This is Midland’s great mission and the high 
privilege of everyone who serves our College. 


OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION 


The present officers of the corporate Board are: President, Dr. 
A. W. Young, Omaha, Nebraska; Vice-president, the Rev. W. W. 
Klover, Salina, Kansas; Secretary, the Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, Lincoln, 
Nebraska; Treasurer. Mr. Bernard V. Beeson, Fremont, Nebraska. 


OFFICERS OF THE COLLEGE 


The officers of the College are: President, Dr. W. P. Hierony- 
mus; Dean, Professor Herman Gimmestad; Treasurer and Business 
Manager, Mr. Bernard V. Beeson. 


OUR STUDENTS 


the current school year the enrollment is the largest in 
Midland’s history, namely 519 students, including 33 in the Study 
Center courses. As during the past few years, the men greatly 
outnumber the women. There are 162 veterans. Two hundred 
sixty-eight of our regular students are members of the Lutheran 
Church—this is 58% of the total, a gain of 2% over the last few 
years. It is interesting to note that of the students attending Mid- 
land from outside of Fremont, 69% are of the Lutheran faith. But 
all of the major denominations are represented in the student body. 
The grand total enrollment, including 304 students in the Summer 
Session of 1948, is 823. 


We are happy to report that there are 42 young men preparing 
themselves for the Gospel Ministry and at least 5 young women who 
have full-time Church work in view. The large number of pre- 
theological students would indicate an increasing enrollment in the 
Seminary and a larger number of greatly needed pastors ‘in our 
vacant parishes in the near future 


Never has the student body been as cosmopolitan as during the 
present school year. The students hail from the following states: 
California, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois. Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Missouri. 
Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, 


Pennsylvania, Texas and the District of Columbia. 


There are 12 foreign students from the following six countries: 
Norway, Finland, Liberia, British Guiana, Puerto Rico and India, 
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OUR STAFF 


In spite of the shortage of good teachers, in quality our present 
staff is one of the best in the history of the College. We welcome 
the following new members: Joe C. Allen, part-time instructor in 
physical education and assistant coach; Bernard V. Beeson, treas- 
urer and business manager; G. E. Bentz, field secretary; Luther 
Heller, B. A., part-time assistant to the publicity director; Nonda 
Herman B. A., instructor in business; Marguerite Kaufman, B. L. 8. 
B. A., librarian; Rev. Adolph Kloth, B. A., D. D., part-time instructor 
in Greek; S. C. Larson, Ph. D., professor of mathematics; Mrs. Ber- 
tha Monnich, B. A., assistant librarian; O. H. Zabel, M. A., assistant 
professor of history; Marguerite W. Jeserich, Ph. D., professor of 
biology. 


It was necessary for health reasons to give Miss Mildred Kies, 
head of the Business Department, a year’s leave of absence. We are 


looking forward to her return next September with renewed vigor 
and strength. 


SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS 


Midland is a liberal arts college “of the Church, by the Church 
and for the Church.” Every effort is made by means of the 
Christian instruction, the regular chapel services, and the spiritual 
atmosphere of the campus to strengthen the student’s faith and sanc- 
tify his life. The particular claim of Christ and of the Church upon 
the life of youth was forcefully presented to our students during 


Christian Emphasis Week last October when Pastor C. H. Zeidler of 
Appleton, Wisconsin, was the speaker. 


ACADEMIC STANDING 


Midland is fully accredited by the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, as well as by the State Department 
of Education and by the University of Nebraska. After a recent 
inspection of our College by the Nebraska Board of Educational 
Examiners, President Hieronymus received a letter from the Chair- 


man of the Board in which he gave high praise and commendation 
on Midland’s excellent educational program. 


OPERATIONAL FINANCES 
(STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENT 
(COMBINED COLLEGE & SEMINARY) 

AUGUST 23, 1947 te MAY 31, 1948 


Income 
Educational and Genera! 93 68 
Endowment Investments 
62.758.36 
Sales and Services 2855.93 
4.582.70 
Auxiliary Enterprises 122,568.69 
Total Income $293,117.45 
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Disbursements 
7 Educational and General 
Administration $48,449.95 
$96,537.33 
Library 7,304.82 
4 Plant Oper. 41 27,089.98 
1 Services Render ed 3,105.28 $182,487.36 
Auxiliary Enterprises 110,359.75 
3 Other Non- Educational Expense 5,963.58 
Total Disbursements $298,810.69 
Less: Increase in Book Store Inventory _- 2,272.60 
$ 3,420.64 


This is mainly a paper deficit. Since the fiscal year was chang- 
ed from June 1 to May 31 the above report covers only about nine ; 
months. A full 12 months report would have enabled us to close 
our books with a small favorable balance. 


We are deeply grateful for the increased interest and support 
received from the Midwest Synod. We shall endeavor to merit this 
through better service. In order to secure and to uphold the best 

K qualified teachers and professors, it will be necessary to increase 
A our salaries during the coming school year. Certain expensive re- 
pairs on our old Administration Building and on the Science Hall 
are an absolute necessity. 


CHEY 


Undoubtedly the most important matter before the Synod is the 
Christian Higher Education Year Appeal approved by the ULC 
convention by an overwhelming majority last October. Since the 
Board of Education will have a special representative to present 
this matter and make a report, we shall not say much about it here. 
Christian Higher Education — the training of pastors, missionaries 
and other leaders — represents “the life blood of the Church.” 
As far as Midland and the Seminary are concerned, we know that the 
reed is immediate and it is urgent. To meet the real needs of Mid- 
land for instance we should have more than twice the amount of 
money suggested for our College. ‘We earnestly pray and hope, 
therefore, that our Synod will wholeheartedly approve the goals set 
un and will bend every effort to their achievement. It is unthink- 
able that we should fail our College and Seminary, for thet would 
be a matter of failing our youth, our Church, and our Lord. 


Telegrams of greeting from the Northwest and Illinois Synods 
were read. 


re secretary was instructed to send greetings in return. 


Pastor Alvin Petersen, Lutheran Student Pastor, * to the 
convention. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Western Seminary opened its current academic year on August 
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31, 1948. Fifteen regular students and one special student enrolled 
for the first semester. The fifteen regular students continued 
through the second semester, but the special student discontinued 
his work due to his moving off the territory. 


The academic program has been effectively carried on by the 
faculty. Since Professor R. R. Syre had completed his residence 
work for his doctorate at the University of Nebraska, he resumed 
his work as head of the Biblical Department. Professor Syre is now 
working on his doctor’s dissertation. In addition to the regular 
program many special speakers have given lectures to the student 
body. 


Another successful Life Service Retreat was held the latter part 
of October, 1948. A fine group of high school young men were 
challenged by the stimulating messages delivered by the Rev. 
Carveth P. Mitchell. Mansfield, Ohio, and the Rev. Paul de Freese, 
Hooper, Nebraska. The Program also included Bible study under 

fessor Syre, devotional services and recreation. 


Supply work for faculty and students has been heavy due to the 
any vacant congregations on our territory. There is great 
to “pray the Lord of the harvest that He may send forth laborers 
into His harvest.” 


On May 4, 1949, five seniors will be graduated, but we ought 
to have 25 graduating to meet the needs of our supporting synods. 


A tape recorder has been added to the Seminary's equipment. 
This recorder has been used to good advantage in connection with the 
— in practical homiletics. A record player has also been pur 


The Seminary boasted a fine basketball team this year, ranking 
high in the Purple Key League. A tennis court on the Seminary 
campus will also soon be a reality. 


A Seminary Octet has also filled several singing engagements. 


Many individuals and groups have remembered the Seminary 


with special cash gifts. Oth . ndi tts 
of food to the student body. ers have been generous in sending 81 


On June 1, 1949, Central Lutheran Seminary will begin to 
operate as the legal successor to Western Theological Seminary. 
The Central Lutheran Seminary Board of Trustees held its first 
meeting on January 19, 1949. The necessary steps were taken to 
a a Charter, a faculty, and to set up the budget for the new 

minary. Another meeting of the Board will be held late in oie’ 


The esprit de co 


very high level. nears among faculty and students has been on 4 


e increased interest shown by the constituency 
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in the work of the Seminary is deeply appreciated. The Seminary 
staff seeks to serve the Church in an ever larger way. 


Respectfully submitted, 


R. Jobman 
W. V. F. Churchill 
Lorin J. Wolff 


The report was accepted. 


Telegrams of greeting from the Northwest and Illinois Synods 
were read. 


The secretary wee instructed to send greetings in return. 
Pastor Alvin Petersen, Lutheran Student Pastor, spoke to the 


convention. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN STUDENT WORK 
Lutheran Student Work at University of Nebraska 


There are in Lincoln, Nebraska, approximately 900 Lutheran 
students from the National Lutheran Council churches of Nebraska 
and adjoining states, attending the University, College of Agricul- 
ture, business institutes, nurses training schools and Wesleyan Uni- 
versity. To these the six local National Lutheran Council churches 
and the Student Service Commission carry on a spiritual ministry. 


The supporting organization for student work in Lincoln is the 
Lutheran Student Foundation, which represents the constituent 
church bodies of Nebraska, the local churches of Lincoln, Lutheran 
alumni, faculty and students. The Midwest Synod of the United 
Lutheran Church has been represented on the Board of Directors by 
Pastor Werner Welcbert of Papillion, Nebraska. 


Pastor Alvin M. Petersen is the Lutheran pastor to students. 
He is assisted by Miss Alice Otterness, as secretary and counselor 
to students, who is a graduate student at the University. 


During 1948 the Lutheran Student Foundation has acquired a 
building site for a Lutheran Student Center at the Main Campus. 
It is at a most strategic location, right in the student residential 
area. Funds to purchase the lot are made available by the Student 
Center Fund of the National Lutheran Council. It is the hove of the 
Board of Directors of the Foundation to build in 1950 or 51. 


Ministry to students in Lincoln include seven separate classes 
in Christianity and Bible, supervising two Lutheran Student Asso- 
ciation programs, fellowship meetings with two married groups, one 
at Huskerville (a student residential area), and a Graduate Club. 
The two rented student centers, one on the Main Campus and the 
other at the College of Agriculture, are well used by students for 
fellowship and meetings. Here Pastor Petersen and Miss Otterness 
also counsel with students. The Lutheran Student Choir of 40 
voices represents the work by singing in congregations in the state. 
Recently three students were confirmed and three were baptized. 
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Twe of these became members of a United Lutheran Church ip 
Lincoln. 


An encouragement in the student ministry is the growing 
number of students who are entering the service of the Lutheran 
Church. The past summer a student personally financed his trip 
to Germany to help rebuild a school in Hamburg, one student has 
just gone to Germany to work for the Lutheran World Federation 
with DP’s, two students are planning to enter Lutheran seminaries 
this fall. One of these is from the United Lutheran Church. Last 
fall two graduates joined the staff of the Student Service Commis- 
sion as women counselors. Other students are making inquiry into 
full-time church work. It must not be overlooked that while in 
Lincoln, many students not only participate in the local worship 
services, but help in choir, Sunday School, and Luther League. 


The Lutheran Student Foundation expresses its appreciation 
to the Midwest Synod of the United Lutheran Church for its splendid 
support to the ministry to students at Lincoln. The Synod, during 
the year 1948, supported the work in Lincoln with a contribution of 
$2310.00, and for the year 1949 the amount will be $350. 


Lutheran Student Work at Wayne Teachers College 
The Ministry to the Lutheran Students at the Teachers College 
in Wayne is done jointly by the pastors of the National Lutheran 
Council Churches of that City. The number of Lutheran Students 
enrolled in that school is not large enough to warrant the establish- 
ment of a center on the campus. They do have a very fine group of 
L. S. A. members attending and they meet in the churches. 


Pastor S. K. de Freese and his congregation, the members of 
Redeemer’s Lutheran Church represent our Synod in that special 
ministry to the Lutheran Students. It is a work that is truly im- 
portant and it is mutually beneficial to the church and to the student. 


Our beautiful Redeemer Lutheran Church offers its magnifi- 


cent parlors and all the other splendid facilities to the Students 
wos many of them male that their church home while away from 
e. 


They worship there regularly and enter into the activities 
of the congregation through the auxiliaries of that church. 


Following is a brief financial report of your committee. 


Receipts and expenditures during the year 1948. 


$370.00 Received from 


i the Treasurer of Synod 
50.00 Received from Midwest Luther League 


$420.00 Total receipts. 


Disbursements 

Lutheran Student Foundation $310.00 

L. S. A. at Wayne 28.00 
Total $338.00 
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Balance on hand January 1, 1949 $82.00 

Your Committee recommends:- 

1. That an allowance of $500.00 for this Student Work be enter. 
ed on the synodical budget for 1950. The National Lutheran 
Council churches are asked to consider the needs of this 
work at the rate of 5c per member. 


2. That in as much as the Lutheran Student Foundation hopes 
to begin with the building of a new Student Center on the 
University Campus in 1950, and whereas all the synodical 
bodies of the National Lutheran Council are going to be 
called upon to give $1.00 per confirmed member payable over 
a period of three years, we recommend to the Synod that we 
assume our fair share of that responsibility and ask our con- 
stituency to raise that amount between now and 1952. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Herman Goede 
Werner P. Welchert 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted by virtue of the adoption 
. of the 1950 budget. * 


Recommendation No. 2 was adopted with the amendment that 
the Executive Board be instructed to avoid this campaign overlapping 
8 or coming into too close proximity with CHE. 


REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


“Christian stewardship is rooted most deeply in the compulsion 
of one’s gratitude to God for His redemptive love through Jesus 
Christ.” Upon this basic principle your committee has attempted to 
carry out its work during the past year. 

1. Three meetings were held. June 16, 1948 Committee in Lin- 
coln. August 4, 1948, Enlarged Committee in Columbus, Nebrask⸗ 
and September 27, 1948, Committee in Lincoln. 

2. The film Salt of The Earth” was shown in the congrega- 
tions of Synod through 12 “area men” of the Nebraska and Midwest 
Synods. It met with very favorable response. Due to adverse 
weather and road conditions some of the showings had to be post- 
poned until this Spring. 

3. Congregational visitations were only partially carried out 
this year because of the lack of funds in the Stewardship budget. 

4. Two “schools for Treasurers”, in Lincoln and ‘Wisner, were 
conducted by Mr. J. K. Jensen, of Janesville, Wisconsin. Mr Jensen 
refused to accept even expense money for his trip So the money 
paid by church councils was sent in for Lutheran World Action. 

5. Mr. Clarence Bower was appointed by the Committee to 
promote the cause of the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement. 

6. Pastor Theodore Moehring was directed to promote the use 
of the duplex envelopes and benevolent giving in Sunday schools. 
| | Packets of prepared literature were sent to pastors and S. S. Super- 

intendents. Several schools have introduced the duplex envelopes 
and are highly pleased with them. 

7. Elmer Sasse was appointed to keep in touch with congrega- 
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tional treasurers, regarding stewardship work, and how they might 
be of service in their own congregation. 


For the first time, our Synod reached its apportionment goal in 
giving. Although we fully realize that it should have been much 


more. we appreciate the work of pastors and laymen in helping 
reach this goal, 


A look backwards will indicate that we are headed in the right 
direction. In 1945 we reached 37% of apportionment goal. In 1946 
- 52% ; in 1947 80% and in 1948 - 103%. 


The following expenses were incurred during this Synodical 
year: Travel, Meetings, Visitations, $403.85. Postage, $12.30. 
Treasurer’s schools, $14.00 Sunday School Duplex envelope mater- 
ials, and postage $44.35. Balance on hand at present is $120.15. 


The table below is presented to show that more and more of our 
Congregations are reaching their goals. This year we find some who 
are in the 162% and 200% class who never before even reache’ 
100% of their goal. The size of the congregation or its location 
seems to have little to do with the amount of apportionment raised. 


REPORT ON PERCENTAGE OF APPORTIONMENT RECEIPTS 
IN 1948 BY GROUPS OF CONGREGATIONS 
(162% is equivalent to full double apportionment) 


OVER 200%: Uehling 123 Yutan 51 
Col i 
Lipscomb 341 — Peter 50 
Oklahoma City 303 Glenvil 100 
Darrouzett 219 Hoisington 100 25% to 50%: 
Papillion Pil r 100 
162% to 200% Russell (R) 112 — ai 46 
— 191 Linn 108 Grand Island 43 
Syracuse 174 75 Bloomfield 
Diller S. Paul’s 172 oe St. Marks 2 
Creston 168 Madison 99 Tea 39 
Lanham 167 Schuyler 99 Hanover 39 
Havelock 164 Sterling 96 Bloomfield Lindy 36 
Hooper St. Paul’s 164 Auburn 93 Stanton 34 
Stillwater 163 Johnson 86 Leigh 33 
Northboro 163 Wakeeney 86 Pender St. Marks 31 
Ellis 162 Falls City S. J. 83 Ohiowa R. 28 
Hooper Zion 162 Hastings Im. 81 Pleasant Valley 25 
Louisville 162 Wisner 80 0% to 25%: 
Perry 79 Bennington 24 
100% to 162%: ge Cliff 77 Diller, orion 24 
1 % to 15%: Lodgepol 23 
Russell T 161 Platte Center 74 Ohiowa T. 23 
T 141 Scribner 68 21 
incoin 21 


AUE 

BLC 

Li 

aL 

en 

0 

8 appell 

68 


Winside 129 Pender S. P. 58 Emerson 16 
Westboro 128 Gretna 53 Sutton 03 
Hastings Lst 126 Ridgeley 51 Gering 0 


Last year it was suggested that your committee prepare an 
exhibit showing the increase in giving over the past few years by 
congregations. The table below will indicate the increase made by 
each congregation; in a few cases however there has been a decrease. 
The figures omit the cents. Specials include Lutheran World 
Action and all other unapportioned giving. 


BENEVOLENCE GIVING DURING PAST FIVE YEARS 


BLOOMFIELD 


Mark's 


SLOOMFIELD 


CHAPPELL 


ODLUMBUS 
rinity 


SOLUMBUS 
John’s 


ILLER 


— 


1943 


1944 


$ 153 


330 
484 


456 
761 
1,217 
219 
301 
520 
380 
708 
1,089 
283 
394 
677 
00 

21 

21 
602 
594 
1,196 


1945 


$ 93 


604 
697 


475 


1946 


$ 304 


766 
1,070 
419 
2.075 
2,494 
243 
978 


1947 


$ 515 


1,028 
1,543 
218 
1,877 
2,095 
371 
480 


1,096 
1,930 
391 
1,201 
1,592 
96 
180 
276 
1.185 
1.774 
2.959 
204 
1,021 
1,225 


1946 
185 Special 817 768 
Total 909 1.600 
Apportioned 147 953 
| Special 625 1,323 1.714 
L 460 Total 772 1,798 2.667 
1 Apportioned 219 452 129 
Lindy Special 252 566 221 
7 70 Total 471 1018 1,221 851 350 
NNINGTON Apportioned 183 348 139 160 336 
; 295 Special 554 1,605 1.072 2.270 1.048 
Total 737 1953 1,511 2.730 1384 
or HILL Apportioned 448 200 332 505 411 
4 186 Special 165 644 732 682 545 
Total 613 844 1,064 1,187 956 
| Apportioned 18 15 00 OO 34 
2 36 Special 4 97 05 52 56 
Total 22 112 05 52 90 
| Apportioned 410 787 649 1,451 2 384 
| Special 369 635 1,336 781 1,177 
F 331 Total 779 1422 1985 2,232 3,561 
VM Apportioned 173 223 616 754 935 1.081 
81 Special 196 290 515 1,005 1.280 580 
5 212 Total 369 513 1.131 1.759 2,215 1.661 
GRESTON Apportioned 404 475 753 971 834 1,521 
? 172 Special 391 287 713 1.103 934 
4 Total 795 662 1,466 2,074 2.455 
9 Apportioned 106 146 494 250 1050 
Paul's Special 186 246 461 558 745 
0 116 Total 292 392 955 808 1.795 
BILLER Apportioned 82 114 164 76 63 
Von's Special 83 129 113 43 133 
¢ 50 Total . 165 243 277 119 196 
LIS Apportioned 408 553 500 566 1,691 
3 200 Special 542 1,024 1,122 1,304 1.269 
} Total 950 1,577 1,622 1,870 2.960) 
=SMERSON Apportioned 157 93 116 146 240 
; 306 Special 355 571 865 1,168 1,023 
N Total 512 664 981 1,314 1,263 
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_ Zion's 


100 


GOTHENBURG 
166 


GRETNA 


90 

HILDRETH 

136 

‘HOISINGTON 
128 


HOME 
100 


HOOPER 
St. Paul 


HOOPER 


100 


eee 338 
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— 
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LIP 


LO! 


NO 


FALLS CITY Apportioned 12 1357 — 
St. Peters Special 117 171 $52 
1% Total 26 21s 722 a 
PALLS CITY A pportioned 49 105 
N St. John's Special 70 a2 112 141 
| | Lex 
POLLETT A pportioned 274 — 
Darrvuzett Special! 141 114 14 
Total 519 1 2¹ ‘ LN 
PONTANELLE Apportioned 455 75 79 Frie 
16 Special 671 1244 
Total 1.159 1157 LIN 
GERING A pportioned 35 73 
137 Special 45 7 
Total | ] 4.; LIN 
GLENVIL A pportioned 411 — Hav 
Special 64 315 
ry? 128 
| — LIN 
>pecial 757 1.147 1249 
Total 1557 1747 2210 
GRAND ISLAND Apportioned 22 881 814 
275 Special 4 +45 
Total 586 1612 1762 
4 A pportioned 376 249 
22 Special 397 1,601 592 5] 7 
Total 773 81991 1,01 a59 
HANOVER A pportioned 210 201 28 12 43 
21 Special 445 549 1916 18 11 4 
Total 673 80 130 1785 128 
HASTINGS A pportioned 501 1043 1314 132 10 
ist St. Paul Special 258 481 223 1192 1817 E 
4646 Total 928 10972 3571 372 
HASTINGS A pportioned 154 21 241 MA 
So. St. Paul Special 7 11 5 258 182 | ö 
33 Total 7 11 A 463 42 | 
HASTINGS A pportioned 177 210 189 53 
Immanuel Special 475 643 665 748 
Total 652 1,187 100 1.101 
A pportioned 299 381 355 62 ae NO 
Special 122 883 249 ace 14 
86 8 S11. L761 
A pportioned 270 25 100 23 615 OF 
Special 124 201 409 674 637 To 
Total 394 406 O67 1 252 
— 80 120 144 142 
Total 145 148 170 174 227 — ie 
417 400 500 950 1.35 01 
Total 181 2 
284 Total 1106 1075 i754 3512 3256 
— | 00 158 926 01 
Special 407 446 1.295 62 1553 
Total 647 788 1,295 760 2,479 
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| MADISON 
| 71 

NORFOLK 
100 


NORTHBORO 
104 


OHIOWA 
Town 


OHIOWA 
Rural! 


Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 


— 


-) 


8, S 


28 
< 


2 8 


JOHNSON Apportioned 155 258 254 370 00 761 
174 Special 236 1287 341 565 331 457 
Total 391 1,545 595 935 331 1,218 
LANHAM Apportioned 121 385 463 438 453 1,176 
137 Special 234 215 430 498 373 622 
Total 355 600 893 936 826 1,798 . 
LEIGH Apportioned 152 135 168 311 169 234 
159 Special 283 231 226 575 1,427 938 
Total 435 366 394 886 1,596 1,172 
LINCOLN Apportioned 948 1.280 # £1,587 1,401 1,231 1,422 
Frieden’s Special 508 575 318 1,119 1,290 1,607 
603 Total 214855 1.905 2,520 2,521 3,029 
LINCOLN 600 I 000 000 000 4 
St. John’s 23 58 324 82 68 J 
20 23 74 324 82 68 
LINCOLN 31 35 62 138 220 
Havelock 22 87 117 300 400 R 
34 58 123 179 438 620 
LINCOLN 536 468 553 527 590 
Zion's 227 472 997 311 531 
97 763 940 1,550 838 1421 
LINN 172 80 244 150 567 
90 158 221 275 264 
120 262 238 465 425 831 
=, LIPSCOMB 1187 1339 1,116 1,185 1,355 
* 75 a 447 403 638 609 1,064 
Total 1634 1,742 1,754 1,794 2,419 
=, LODGEPOLE Apportioned a 70 88 103 11 75 
{ 63 Special 2 111 70 56 130 
Total x4 95 199 173 67 205 
LOUISVILLE Apportioned 231 239 220 425 545 906 
: 115 Special 329 302 377 1,010 408 498 
Total 560 541 597 1,435 953 1,404 
Apportioned 60 113 286 196 259 375 
Special 44 74 80 202 140 129 
Total 104 187 366 398 399 504 
Apportioned 65 138 171 241 311 545 
Special 50 55 85 303 258 386 
Total 115 193 256 544 569 931 
r Apportioned 357 444 425 343 389 694 
Special 234 416 505 1,293 842 698 
Total 591 860 930 1,636 1,231 1,392 
a Apportioned 126 142 152 141 232 202 
Special 163 280 447 251 843 556 
150 Total 289 422 599 392 1,075 758 
a Apportioned 91 138 109 131 135⁵ 132 
| Special 36 4 63 00 405 49 
g 74 Total 127 147 172 131 540 181 
OKLAHOMA CIT Apportioned 300 979 1803 2,363 2585 3,986 
278 Special 575 986. 1,640 2,615 3,034 1,731 
Total 875 1965 3,443 4.978 5,619 5.717 
OTOE Apportioned 146 175 170 200 213 363 
140 Special 167 154 266 484 495 361 
Total 313 329 436 684 708 724 
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PAPILLiON 


PENDER 
St. Mark’s 


PENDER 
St. Peter’s 


PERRY 


PIERCE 


210 


Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 


PLATTE CENTE Apportioned 


84 


Special 
Total 


PLEASANT VAL Apportioned 


RIDGELEY 


RUSSELL 
St. John’s 


RUSSELL 
Trinity | 
SCHUYLER 
SCRIBNER 


STANTON 


STERLING 


SUTTON 


41 


181 


102 
98 


103 
STILLWATER 
75 


138 


Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 
Apportioned 
Special 
Total 


— 
tee 


| * 
r 172 151 676 673 1017 SVR. 
|| 471 356 416 689 1,508 ‘ 
643 507 1,092 1362 2.52 
78 124 439 488 75 6 EA 
281 290 546 954 167 W 
N 422 360 414 985 1442 232 
189 232 213 188 201 VEE 
190 183 461 530 640 ; 
) 185 379 415 674 718 841 wal 
a 50 60 125 159 247 7 
112 9 206 117 271 
99 166 242 430 556 : WA’ 
16 142 88 120 105 
135 104 197 377 440 508 1 
300 339 465 560 676 1 WE. 
PILGER 64 87 00 117 431 
St. Peter's 65 117 178 266 529 4 
73 129 204 178 383 960 wh 
PILGER Apportioned 5 00 00 00 OO 
Cuming Co. Special 30 14 36 61 139 1 WII 
23 Total 35 14 36 61 139 eur 
.... 62 162 153 209 277 f 
175 87 105 631 383 wl 
237 249 258 840 660 St. 
00 56 43 46 119 
| 24 19 00 90 142 be 
24 15 43 136 261 
— 72 188 715 223 2. 
175 368 1.025 1,520 1,5322 
247 566 1.100 1.743 1,5544 
398 1,234 1,670 £2,177 3,662 41% | 
601 1,235 1,889 2,080 3,677 6,649 8 
621 546 505 954 668 er 
168 56 64 100 2386 
789 602 569 1,054 96 
133 119 48 76 466 ot 
79 95 62° 496 283 * 
212 214 (671 572 749 fa Ww 
145 150 123 184 32¹ 1 
126 206 584 260 311 959 t. 
351 734 383 495 1.280 
1 —— 33 34 33 46 52 
85 5 88 10 48 4 
1 39 71 56 100 . 
... 198 258 284 493 471 5 
290 177 1,406 814 387 49° 3 
488 435 1,690 1,307 858 1 
16 18 48 95 193 ‘7. 
= 185 60 272 291 — t 
1 203 108 367 484 ; 
75 2 
68 105 180 32³ 192 * 
165 175 215 343 267 25 
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es YRACUSE Apportioned 183 214 221 100 183 228 
35 Special 40 56 104 122 150 177 
Total 223 270 325 222 333 405 
A Apportioned 00 00 25 25 40 220 
112 Special 207 158 160 380 387 395 
. Total 207 158 185 405 427 615 
UEHLING Apportioned 00 00 00 56 195 281 
: 49 Special 89 79 501 370 368 219 
ü Total 2 79 501 420 563 500 
By WAKEENEY Apportioned 415 479 498 476 823 1,124 
, Special 86 209 363 527 574 348 
a. N Total 501 688 861 1,003 1,397 1,472 
‘By WAYNE Apportioned 140 286 282 307 270 355 
1 338 Special 277 344 597 849 884 877 
19 Total 417 630 879 1,156 1.154 1222 
(i) WESTBORO Apportioned 541 749 600 610 1,27 1.828 
11 276 Special 336 458 1,533 2,404 2,110 1,419 
ö Total 877 1,207 2,133 3,014 3,407 3,247 
» WINSIDE Apportioned 79 100 64 201 500 1,294 
11 191 Special 38 126 324 658 880 539 
1 Total 117 226 388 859 1,380 1,833 
f WISNER Apportioned 113 172 223 427 667 686 
. ee Christ’s Special 220 159 450 888 826 650 
ö 125 Total 333 331 673 1,316 1,493 1,336 
@ WISNER Apportioned 68 34 476 79 192 686 
| St. Paul’s Special 69 44 540 355 267 
. 38 Total 137 78 1,016 434 459 686 
'=) YUTAN Apportioned 219 265 91 473 535 815 
, 344 Special 138 408 104, 927 1,561 
. Total 357 673 195 1,400 2,096 1,591 


GRAND TOTAL OF ALL CONGREGATIONS 
: Apportioned 17,223 21,649 25,785 28,496 40,004 59,639 


: Special 17,774 25,512 39,545 57,609 62,249 52,407 
4 Total 34,998 47,162 65,331 86,106 102,253 112,039 
f PER CAPITA GIVEN FOR ALL BENEVOLENCES. COMMUNING MEMBERS 
3 _ 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 


$1.77 $2.97 $3.96 $5.23 $6.72 $7.87 $8.50 


V RECOMMEND THE ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING APPORTIONMENT 
GOALS FOR 1949 AND 1950 
1949 Goal 1950 Goal 


I. Auburn St. John’s $1,110.00 $1,445.00 
2. Bennington St. John’s 1,770.00 2,460.00 
3. Bloomfield St. Mark’s 2,760.00 4,325.00 
4. Bloomfield Good Shepherd 420.00 595.00 
5. Blue Hill St. Paul’s 1,116.00 1,275.00 
6. Chappell Grace 216.00 306.00 
7. Columbus Trinity 1,986.00 2,831.00 
8. Columbus, St. Johns $1,802.00 
9. Creston, St. ( 1,032.00 1,386.00 
10. Darrouzett, 354.00 544.00 
11. Diller, St. Paul's 1111 696.00 1,088.00 
12. Diller, Zion’s RE 0,000.00 408.00 
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Ellis, Christ's 
Emerson, St. Paul's 
Falls City, St. Peter's 
Falls City, St. John’s 


Fontanelle, Salem 
Gering, Zien’s 
Glenvil, St. Paul's 
Gothenburg, Zion's 


Grand Island, Messiah --- 
Gretna, Resurrection 
— 


Hollenberg, Silver Cliff ....----------- 


Hastings, First St. Paul 
Hastings, South St. Paul 
Hastings, Immanuel 
Hildreth, St. Peter's 


— — — —— 
— — — — 


Hoisington, Immanuel 
Home, Friedens 
Hooper, St. Paul's 
Hooper, Zion's 


—— 2 — 


Johnson, St. Matthew 
Lanham, St. John's 
Leigh, St. Paul's 
Lincoln, Frieden's 


Lincoln, St. John's 
Lincoln, Zion s 
Linn, St. Paul's a | 


Lodgepole, Immanuel 
Louisville, Christ’s 
Madison, Immanuel 


Northboro, St. Paul's 
Ohiowa (R), St. ohn’s 


— — — — — ——— — 


Oklahoma City, First t 
ↄ 


Pender, St. Mark's 


Pender, St. Peter 8 
Perry, Zion 


———— — = 
— — — — 


Platte Center Zion’s _ mg * 
Pleasant Valley, St. Matthew ; 


————— 


1,700.00 
14 1,336.00 2,760.00 
15. . 600.00 910.00 
179.00 
16. — — 
17 996.00 1439400 
18. 822.00 1,207.00 
19. 600.00 859.00 
20. 996.00 1343.00 
21 1,650.00 277300 
— 1320.00 1,904.00 
23, 1290.00 1,972.00 7 
95 2.796. 00 4,745.00 
— 558.00 757.00 1 
27. 540.00 714.00 
28. 816.00 2,047.00 4 
29. 768.00 1,069.00 
30. 600.00 850.00 
31. 1.704. 00 2448.00 
33. 1233.00 
34. 3 822.00 1,207.00 
35. 954.00 1,267.00 
36. 5,405.00 
37. 120.00 111.00 
38. 582.00 825.00 | 
39. 204.00 476.00 5 
40. 720.00 1,020.00 
41. 450.00 638.00 
42. 378.00 340.00 
43. 690.00 885,00 
44. 426.00 595.00 
45. 600.00 1,020.00 
46. 624.00 842.00 | 
47. 900.00 1,369.00 | 0 
48. 444.00 604.00 i 
1,668.00 2,499.00 
50. 840.00 1,105.00 8 
52. 862 532.00 3,672.00 
53. 1110000 1,411.00 
54. 672.00 1,250.00 : 
55. Pierce, Christ's 810.00 1,084.00 
56. Pilger, St. Peter’s U 576.00 1,020.00 i 
57. 38.00 
504.00 635. | 
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IN GIVING. 
U show} average given é 
$8.00 
for benevolent Ca per / 
commuring $7.87 
$7.00 Aue 
2 | 13,171 
600% Increase 
$6.00 / 000 
12,997 
$5.23 
A 12,810 |_ 12,750 
$4.00 
A 2,496 
$3.00 12,250 
32.974 
IN M HIP 
$2.00 
$1. 11,900 
the 
communmg — 0 Synod 
$1 a of each 
1.00 11,7 1 
Almost [18% 
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Russell, St. John’s 


Russell, Dreienigkeit 


Schuyler, St. John's 


Scribner, St. John's 


756.00 


Scribner, Ridgeley 
Stanton, St. Luke 


Sterling, St. ohn’s 
Stillwater, Salem 


Sutton, Zion 's 


Syracuse, First 


Tea, Trinity 
Uehling, St. Paul's 
Wakeeney, Zion's 
Wayne, Our Redeemer 


73. ‘Westboro, St. John’s 


75. Wisner, Christ's 


— —— 


74. Winside, Trinity 


1,146.00 


76. Yutan, St. John’s 


77. Niobrara, — 


The 1949 goals are based on the Communing Membership listed 
in the 1947 minutes, on the basis of $6.00 per member. 


The 1950 goals are based on the Communing Membership listed 
in the 1948 minutes, on the basis of $5.31 for U. L. C. A. apportion 


ment. 


$3.19 for Midwest Budget (tentative) 


Total $8.50 per member. 


The 1949 and 1950 goals were adopted. 


Mr. Karl Friedemann spoke to the convention. 


Dr. E. B. Keisler, acting president-elect of Central Lutheran Sem- 
inary spoke to the convention. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF CENTRAL LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


According to the action of the Synod in the Midwest along with 
the other supporting Synods of Western Theologica] Seminary, that 
institution was to be separated from the mother institution, Midland 
College and established as an independent school. On January 19, 
the duly appointed representatives of the supporting Synods met at 


Lorin J. Wolff, Chairman, 
Elmer B. Sasse, Secretary, 
Fred Ollendorf, 

Henry Knaub, 

Clarence Bauer. 
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| 612.08 799,00 
850.00 
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83. 1,086.00 1,590.00 
| 64. 210.00 315.00 
65. 618.00 901.00 
66. 450.00 680.00 
69. 791.00 
70. 294.00 442.00 7 
71. n 1,200.00 1,488.00 
72. 2.882. 00 
r 978.00 1,318.00 
2,763.00 
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the Seminary to effect the separation and organize the new school. 
We were guided in our actions by the proposed constitution which 
had been submitted to the various Synods and approved by them. In- 
valuable help was also rendered by the Board of Education through 
the Executive Secretary, Dr. Gould Wickey. 


At this first meeting, the Board of Directors was organized. 
The President is the Rev. Geo. P. Krebs, Pastor at West Point. The 
Rev. Leland C. Soker, Pastor at Albuquerque, N. M., is vice-president. 
The Secretary is the Rev. Paul H. G. Moessner and Treasurer is Mr. 
Henry Hendriksen, Fremont, Nebrska, who is in the employ of the 
Stephens National Bank. Elected to the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Directors are the Pastors A. B. Schwertz of Los Angeles, 
William Eller of Davenport, Iowa, H. Vance Baird of Atchison, Kan- 
sas, and Louis de Freese of Houston, Texas. 


According to the constitution accepted by the Synods, the Sem- 
inary will be called Central Lutheran Theological Seminary beginning 
with June when the separation goes into effect. A favorable report 
on the Seminary assets was given by Mr. Bernard Beeson, the Busi- 
ness Manager of Midland College. Land and Buildings are estimated 
at $35,000 and other assets, chiefly in endowment funds come to $46,- 
154.94. This, of course, does not mean that this much cash is avail- 
able. This is in endowment or in designated funds such as scholar- 
ship or library funds. On the contrary the origina] estimates pro- 
posed for the budget had to be raised. 


The Board voted to extend a call as Professor to the Rev. R. R. 
Syre and to the Rev. E. B. Keisler, also as Professor. The Rev. P. W. 
H. Frederick having passed the age of retirement could be called, ac- 
cording to the constitution, only on a yearly basis. He was so called. 
The Rev. T. D. Rinde was given a call for one year. Professor Keis- 
ler was called as acting President in order to give Professor Rinde 
more time for research and study. Professor Keisler will take over 
as acting President in June, 1949. 


Your representatives to the Board of Directors, the undersigned 
and the President, who is ex officio a member, desire your earnest 
prayers for this institution. As the fountain head of spiritual life in 
our Synods, it is essential that this school be made as strong as pos- 
sible, spiritually, practically, and scholastically. Since our candidates 
for the ministry will, in large degree, come from this institution, the 
future of our Church is at stake. To make this institution into a 
fountainhead of real spiritual growth and life will require much 
guidance from our Father in Heaven. Therefore, we lay it on your 
heart to pray earnestly for this institution. 


It should not be assumed that because the separation has been 
effected all problems have been solved and difficulties smoothed. 
The Seminary Board must make decisions soon on improving the 
physical plant. Vision is needed. There are problems of another 
nature. Because of our different backgrounds, it will not be easy for 
the representatives of all Synods to see eye to eye on the objectives 
nor on the way to reach those objectivs. Since the Seminary is not 
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a new institution, but carries a heritage of over fifty years history 
along with it, it will not be easy to avoid the pressure of traditions. 
Your representatives on the Board realize their human limitations 
and request your understanding as well as your views and ideas. We 
urge your wholehearted moral and financial support for this institu- 
tion even while acknowledging that we are but your representatives 


in this extremely important phase of the Lord’s work, 


Respectfully submitted, 
Paul H. G. Moessner. 
The report was accepted. 


The session was adjourned, and closed with prayer by the Con- 
vention Chaplain. 


FIFTH SESSSION 
Thursday Morning, May 19, 1149 


The morning devotions were conducted by the Convention Chap- 
lain. 


The roll of clerical and lay delegates was called. 


The minutes of the fourth session were read and approved as 
corrected. 


By motion the presentation of CHEY was made a special item 
of businéss at 10 o’clock. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY FOR DEACONESS WORK 


I herewith present to synod the work of our Deaconess work as 
done by the Board of Deaconess of our U. I. C. A. 


Facts concerning the number of students now in preparation were 
reported to you last fall. I am sorry to report that, as yet, there are 


no new students, approved for the fall 1949 term, closing date for en- 
rollment for next year’s class. 


We solicit from our pastors the name of any qualified young 


woman in their congregations who has indicated an interest in pre 
paring for service through her church. 


Since the last report to our synod, the Deaconess Board has in- 
augurarted the same five year plan for lay students preparing for 
parish work, as for deaconess students. Namely: In cooperation With 
— rr ne — me colleges the young women will take their 

two years of study on the college campus, transferring to the 
Baltimore School for Church Workers at the beginning of their 


year study. Here they will major i +» a. 
years of professional J n religious education, rece g 


and religi : 7 
ence. They will retu religious work and supervised field expe” 


Thus all parish 8 their college for the conferring of a degree. 


be equally well trained. preparing through the deaconess schools wil! 
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The Baltimore school will conduct a summer session, July 17-30, 
inelusive, for adult lay leaders in local congregations and parish 
workers desiring refresher courses. Details may be found in the 
March mailing of the Pastor's Desk Book. 


The year 1949 marks the One Hundreth Anniversary of the com- 
ing of the first deaconesses to America. Therefore, we are urging 
the entire Church to give special emphasis to the diaconate and to 
offer special prayers that young women may be found within the 
church to meet the needs of the times for a ministry of mercy. The 
Deaconess Board likes to see every synod plan a series of youth ral- 
lies throughout the conference of each synod for presentation of dea- 
coness work this anniversary year. 


An historical pageant is being prepared which may be usable for 
such conference gatherings. The new film strip—A Glorious Adven- 
ture—especially prepared for high school age groups is available 
from Audio-Visual Aids or the office at a rental fee of 50 cents for 
one showing, 75 cents for 2 showings, $1.00 for one week plus 25 
cents postage. Operation time 15 minutes. 


There will be the usual promotional helps for June, Sunday Schoo] 
worship services. Pictures, a new leaflet for general distribution and 
the June Bulletin. 


Our pastors have received * through the April mailing of 
the Pastor’s Desk Book. 


The Deaconess Board as well as the Church at large appreciate 
your work, contributions and your prayers in behalf of this Cause of 
the Church. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. BAHNSEN. 


The report was accepted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATING LAY MEMBERS 
TO EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The following nominees were submitted: C. A. Myrom, John Hut- 
tenmeyer, Fred Walter and Walter Jobman. 


H. Rhode 

A. Lentz 

M. A. Wilson 
Walter E. Moser. 


Lloyd Lewallen was nominated from the floor. 


Election of vice-president was ordered 
78 


2 


— 


7 
a 


y 
7 
ig 
27 
4 
3 
* 
i 
| 
é 
4 
4 
* 


* 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AUDIT OF MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


MANAGER’S REPORT 
We, the committee for auditing the books of the Business Mana- 


ger of the Midwest Lutheran found the books in good order. 


R. Goehring 
Victor Moeller 
F. C. Strasheim. 


The report was accepted. 


The committee on Haven of Rest gave an oral report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OKLAHOMA HOLDINGS 


Your committee wishes to report that the sale of all holdings in 
Oklahoma is about to be consummated. Karl Friedemann and George 
Oltmanns are now in the process of clearing the deed to the Dupree 
— ay hope to have that sale completed before the meeting of 

yn 


One of the members of the First Lutheran Church at Oklahoma 
City has agreed to purchase the remaining 720 acres for $875.00 on 
the basis of a quit claim deed (taxes on this portion have amounted 
to $557.79), reserving K of the mineral rights to Synod. His attorney 
is now checking the deed to this property and no doubt the money 
will be in hand before the meeting of Synod. 


We recommend that the proceeds from said land sales be placed 
in the hands of the Home Mission Committee of Synod to be used for 
a building site and student chapel at Stillwater, Oklahoma. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Committee on Oklahoma Holdings 
Fred H. Bloch, Karl Friedemann 
William Goede, George Oltmanns. 


The report was adopted. 


ant Pe Higher Education Year was presented by Dr. Franklin 


The resolutions on CHEY were presented and adopted. 
(See Executive Board’s Report Page 40, 41) 


An invitation was extended to Synod by the St. John’s Lutheran 


Church of Russell, Kansas and its t to 
meet with them in convention next 


By motion the invitation was accepted. 
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Pastor Heinrich Falk of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Frank. 
furt on the Mein, Germany was welcomed and spoke to the conven- 
tion on the program of Lutheran World Action. 


REPORT OF LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


The labors and gifts for Lutheran World Action have borne fruit. 
What has been done for a wartorn and sin sick world has accomplish- 
ed much to alleviate the miseries in it. 


In Europe food and clothing is being distributed through the ef- 
forts of Lutheran World Relief. More important, the Spiritual needs 
of a suffering Europe are being taken care of. For the funds of 
Lutheran World Action are producing Bibles and Christian Litera- 
ture, helping to build churches out of the rubble, and providing for 
the training of men and women for Christian work. In addition, Luth- 


eran World Action has done much for the care and rehabilitation of 


displaced persons and expellees, especially those of the Lutheran 
faith. And furthermore, for those displaced persons of Lutheran 
faith, (and most Protestant displaced persons are of that faith), 
who are eligible for immigration is taking care of the arranging of 
their resettlement and employment. 


“Cast thy bread upon the water,” said the Preacher, “For thou 


shalt find it after many days.” And how true has this not been of 


Lutheran World Action in its work in the orphan mission fields. For 
by the investing of a little money into those fields that European 
Lutheran Churches were forced to abandon because of the war, and 
sending there some personnel, the National Lutheran Council has ac- 
quired control of vast holdings. But yet it is not the gain of prop- 
erty that our interests should be centered on, but on the thousands of 
souls that are being taken care of. 


Therefore, we are thankful that the National Lutheran Council 
has met her goal of $4,000,000 for 1948, and especially are we happy 
to report that our own Midwest Synod has not only met her goal but 
has gone over the top. 


However, let us not rest on our previously won victories. There 
is still much to do. Once again the National Lutheran Council is 
asking her constituent members to raise 84 000,000 for Lutheran 
World Action, and may our Midwest Synod be one of the first to 
fulfill her obligations. 


Your Committee recommends: 


1. That Synod commend al! pastors and congregations who have 
reached their goals, and that Synod urge and impress upon 
the hearts and consciences of all pastors and congregations 
the paramount need and urgency of meeting Lutheran World 
Action Goals for 1948. 


That Synod urge all pastors and congregations to give their 

assistance in the care of immigrant displaced persons, that 

they might be placed and employed. 
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3. That Synod approve and make diligent use of a ay 
materials, aids, and mechanics provided b 


Action, or presented by the directors. 


Place Goal 48 
$ 307.00 
Bennington 685.00 
Bloomfield 1,144.00 
(St. Mark’s) 
Bloomfield — 134.00 
(Lindy Good Shepherd) | 
275.00 
Chappell 66.00 
Columbus 678.00 
Trinity 
Columbus 375.00 
St. John's 
Creston ___ 350.00 
Darrouzette, Tex 112.00 
289.00 
(St. Paul's) 
63.00 
Ellis, Kansas 439.00 
637.00 
167.00 
(St. Peter's) 
Falls City __ ie 38.00 
Fontanelle 337.00 
274.00 
238.00 
Gothenburg 307.00 
Grand Island _.... 665.00 
479.00 
Hanover, Kansas 480.00 
iver Cliff ...... 68.00 
807.00 
(St. Paul’s 
Hastings __ ( 
(So. St. Paul’s) 
152.00 
(Immanuel) 
— 141.00 
— 414.00 


Respectfully submitted, 


Fred Ollendorf 
Arthur Huneke 
Fred Nolte, Jr. 


y Lutheran World 


Amt. paid 48 Goal, 49 Goal, 50 
$ 360.00“ $ 297.00 $ 270.0 
639.00 


680.00 660.00 
923.75 1,270.00 
134.00 
295.00 269.00 
44.00 66.00 
720.00 697.00 
376.00 383.00 
372.00. 353.00 
361.00° 107.00 
440.00* 318.00 
81,00 
500.00* 439.00 
645.00 657.00 
168.00. 177.00 
71.00* 36.00 
393.00 332.00 
50.00 286.00 
71.00 239.00 
357.00. 306.00 
700.00. 695.00 
390.00 499.00 
480.00 491.00 
99.00. 68.00 
1,015.00° 957.00 
64.00 147.00 
182.00* 149.00 
640.00* 592.00 
475.00° 299.00 
150.00 233.00 
421.00* 392.00 


. 
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1,106.00 


123.00 
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269.00 
63.00 
662.00 
373.00 
344.00 
95.00 
329.00 
78.00 
416.00 
605.00 
168.00 
44.00 
304.00 
264.00 
218.00 
276.00 | 
684.00 
447.00 
| 422.00 
60.00 
957.00 
126.00 
488.00 
263.00 
213.00 
366.00 


— 


- 


Hooper 
(St. Paul’s) 


Johnson — 


Lanham 
Leigh -- 
Lincoln 
(Frieden’s) 
Lincoln 
(St. John’s) 

Lincoln — 
(Havelock) 
Lincoln 
(Zion r. 6) 
Linn, Kansas 
Lipscomb, Texas 
Lodge Pole — 
Louisville — 
Madison 
Norfolk 
Northboro 
Ohiowa (town) 
Ohiowa (rural 
Oklahoma 
Otoe 


Papillion — 
Pender 
(St. Mark’s) 
Pender 
(St. Peter's) 


Pleasant Valley 
Russell, Kansas 


Stillwater, Oklahoma 
Sutton 
Tea, South Dakota 


Wakeeney, Kansas 


ites * 


650.00“ 


307.257 


366.00 
271.00 
697.00 


50.00 
273.00 * 
257.00 * 


210.00 ˙ 
419.007 
117.00 
289.00 * 
75.00 


259.007 
272.00 * 
370.007 


715.00 * 
300.00 ˙ 
502.00 
863.00 


368.00 


185.00 
255.00 
225.00“ 
245.00 

66.00 
1.260. 00% 
205.007 


306.00 284.00 294.00 
263.00 269.00 249.00 
284.00 272.00 249.00 a 
‘a 1,284.00 1,292.00 1,084.00 
+4 33.00 20.00 18.00 
71.00 116.00 105.00 
| 165.00 173.00 161.00 10 
| 198.00 198.00 207.00 
233.00 145.00 155.00 
117.00 117.00 87.00 
| 241.00 259.00 213.00 
167.00 157.00 138.00 
134.00 123.00 
254.00 279.00 300.00 ; 
| 241.00 213.00 170.00 
85 251.00 265.00 236.00 | 
a 139.00 134.00 119.00 
1 594.00 637.00 609.00 
iH 292.00 270.00 276.00 4 
469.00 485.00 476.00 
i 863.00 908.00 811.00 
358.00 358.00 342.00 
185.00 205.00 174.00 
25 1.00 264.00 231.00 
209.00 258.00 252.00 
Platte Center 180.00 182.00 176.00 
1,204.00 1,383.00 1,307.00 | 
1 Russell, Kansas 202.00 189.00 174.00 1 
} Sehuyler 1865.00 210.00. 173.00 168.00 
7 332.00 343.00 332.00 302.00 
(Ridgeley ) 
i 71.00 45.00 74.00 68.00 
154.00 242.00* 157.00 141.00 
130.00 180.00* 142.00 132.00 
1 315.00 60.00 220.00 200.00 1 
79.00 159.00 86.00 78.00 
221.00 332.50 206.00 221.00 
‘ 78.00 161.00 83.00 75.00 
80 DD 423.00 333.00 423.00 279.00 
fi 721.00 435.00 723.00 660.00 { 
Westboro 512.00 609.00 509.00 473.00 
385.00. 370.00 355.00 
193.00 310.00 213.00 
a 
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bers of the congregations reported in the Statistical report for the 


Private Contributions 

Organizations 
Total paid 


indicates that congregations met their goal or went over. 
Goals for 1949 are calculated upon the basis of confirmed mem- 


year ending 1947 (Minutes for 1948) at $1.65 per confirmed member. 
Goals for 1950 are based on the Statistical report of the year ending 
1948 at $1.50 per confirmed member. 


The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF C. R. O. P. 


Another appeal for food for the hungry of the world was made 
last November and December by C. R. O. P. The total collection 
amounted to $273,365 in money. This amount is equal to 136 rail 
road cars of food from this State, 


An appeal, and perhaps the final one, will be made this fall, be 
ginning probably by the end of August. It is hoped that our Church 
will again cooperate to the fullest extent. 22.6% of the total of the 
recent Good Will Train was donated by Lutherans. We feel it 
be more, since this is of special interest to Lutherans. It is estimated 
that about 50% of the collections will go to Europe, while the rest 
will go to other parts of the world, particularly India, China and 


Japan. 
Respectfully submitted, 
M. A. Ritzen. 


The report was accepted. 
Tellers reported and Pastor Paul elected 


ce-president on the third ballot. 


to haa” spoke parting words of appreciation and encouragement 


The motion carried to recess and reconvene at one o'clock. 
The Convention Chaplain led in prayer. 


The meeting was call 


with prayer by the Conve ed to order at one o’clock and was opened 


ntion Chaplain. 


REPO | 
RT OF COMMITTEE ON SYNODICAL HISTORY 


This committee 


of Rev. Herman Goede, — in September of last year at the chureh 


neoln in order to organize for the further 
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prosecution of its work. The consulting members appointed by synod 
at Ellis, Kansas were present. A sub-committee, with Pastor Mar- 
tin Schroeder as chairman, and Pastor Adolph Lentz as secretary, was 
instructed to formulate a new outline of the intended history, and to 
assign different parts to the different members of the entire commit- 
tee. This sub-committee had meetings on the 25th of October, and 
again on the 16th of February. They submitted a final outline which 
shall be followed in the execution of our project. A number of the 
vonsulting members had withdrawn from the work. New members 
were appointed. It was decided also by the whole committee at their 
first meeting to finish the history not before synod meets this year, 
but to have it ready instead for the 60th anniversary in 1950. 


The following DIRECTIVES were adopted: 


1. The History of Synod shall be written for the genera] public. 
If possible, the selling price shall cover the cost of prepa- 
ration (50c to a $1 each suggested). 


2. The selection of material, style, form and matter shal] be 
largely determined by the reading public for which it is in- 
tended. i.e. to meet the desires and requirements of the gen- 
eral public it shall contain many pictures, pictyresque de- 


* scription, concrete, vivid, factual narrative, simple explana- 


tion. 


3. The History shall be an honest and competent account. All 
facts ascertainable shall be accurately given. 


4. The Committee shal! be charged with the editing of all ma- 
terial to be included in the history. The Committee may em- 
ploy help when necessary. 


a. The Committee shall have the right to make all minor 
changes. 


b. Any major changes, additions or elisions shall be made 
only with the consent of the author. 


c. In a continued difference of opinion between the author 
and the committee, either may appeal to the Committee 
of the Whole. 


5. The Writers shall write on the subjects assigned to them as 
far as possible in keeping with these Directives. If and 
when abridgement becomes necessary, the Committee shall 
proceed under the above stated rules, particularly those 
under No. 4. 


It was decided that the History shall contain four parts: 


I General History 
II History of Our Institutions 
III History of Our Auxiliaries 
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I Congregztional Histories. together with Picturs d 
churches. parsonages, pastors now connected with Synod. 
Maps, graphs, charts, etc. and pictures of bustorical 
ture. 


The matter of Assignments was referred to a subd-committe 
consisting of Pastors M. Schrneder, Chairman. A. Lentz, Secretary 
and Pastors Rhode, Marxen, Syre, Moessner and Wolff, ex office. 


This sub_committee met several! times (October 23, November 3, 
February 16) but due to bad roads, bad weather and to other reason 
it was never possible for all the members of the sub-committee te & 
tend at the same time. However, in the February 16, 1949 meeting, 
the following assignments were definite: 


I GENERAL HISTORY 
Introduction—Pastor P. Bieger. 


Beginnings and Organization of Synod— Pastor A. Lentz 
Early Levelopment and Growth—Pastor J. Schrader. 
Previous to World War I— Pastor J. Schrader. 

War Years (1914-1919)—Pastor J. Schrader. 

Years of Transition (1919-1932)—-Pastor M. Schroeder. 
Economic Shifts and Reorientation—Pastor A. Lentz. 
The Forward Look—Pastor L. Wolff. 


1! HISTORY OF OUR INSTITUTIONS 
Tabitha Home—Pastors E. Walters . . 
Martin Luther Seminary and An tor H. Rhode. 


Western Seminary and Midland College and Related Subjects— 
Pastor R. Syre 


Lutheran Literary Board, Publications, Authors and Books—Pas- 
tors F. C. Schuldt and M. Schroeder. 
III HISTORY OF OUR AUXILIARIES 
History of Sunday Schools and Sunday School Associations 
Pastor F. C. Schuldt 4 
Synodical Womens Missionary Societies—Pastor M. Schroeder. 


Luther Leagues—Pastor F. c. Schuldt. 
Synodical Brotherhpods—Pastor R. Jobman. 


V HISTORY OF CONGREGATIONS 
The task of this commi . : ress 
the history and picto mittee is to gather, compile and comp 


and non-synodical) n 


rial material of each congregation (synodical 
ow connected with our Synod. History of Con- 
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gregations no longer existing or no longer connected with our Synod 
belongs to part I General History. 
Pastors: H. Rhode, Chairman. 
Henry Rowoldt, Northern Conference 
Paul Kuehner, Southern Conference. 
W. Churchill, Kansas Conference 


The first draft on some of the assignments of work has been 
completed and charts have been prepared. Material has been as- 
sembled and work begun on other assignments. 


The Committee, in consultation with the Executive Committee of 
Synod will select an Editorial Board of three members to review all 
material with reference to subject matter, reader appeal and compo- 
sition. 

The cost of publication of between 4,000 and 4,500 copies in cloth 


binding on gloss paper will be approximately $4,500 or $5,000. This is 
based on estimates from five different publishers. 


Your Committee RECOMMENDS: 


1. That Synod assess each of its communing members 50c for 
the Synodical History, and that one copy of the History be 
distributed free of charge to each householder in Synod. 


2. That Synod advance $1,000 to the Committee, which is to be 
; repaid from the “special assessment.” 


Your Committee. 
Recommendation No. 1 was lost. 


Recommendation No. 2 was presented. 


The motion was made to amend that the $1,000.00 advanced by 
Synod be repaid out of the proceeds of the sale of the history. 


By motion a substitute amendment was presented that this 
amount be repaid from solicited contributions. The substitute amend- 
ment carried. 


The motion that the Brotherhood take over the financing of the 
printing of the History of Synod was lost. 


The motion carried to amend the recommendation by raising the 
amount of $1,000.00 to $3,500.00 to be advanced by the first of Sep- 
tember from the Emergency Revolving Fund. 


The recommendation as amended was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CIRCULATION 
OF THE LUTHERAN 


Your committee reports that although the number of subscribers 
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to The Lutheran in our Synod may have slightly increased during the 
past year, there is stil] much room, very much room for improvement, 
If the Lutheran is to serve its purpose and accomplish its end, it 
must have more readers. Therefore the Board of Publication offers 
2 most attractive plan to increase the number of readers of this offi- 
cial periodical by reducing the subscription price from $2.50 to $1.75 
for fifty-two issues. The only stipulation being that this special rate 
be offered on Synod-wide basis and for a definite period of time only. 


We recommend that Synod consider and approve the following 
general plan for operation: 


1. That the period between August 1 to November 1 of 1949 be 
set aside for our synodical plan. 


2. That Synod appoint a chairman and a committee to allow at 
lease one representative in each conference. 


3. That each member of the committee under the chairman be 
responsible for the congregations in his conference. 


4. That all subscriptions with remittances be forwarded to the 
Treasurer of Synod. 


5. That the Treasurer of Synod certify subscription orders hart 
to funds received and refer these orders to the Circulation 
Manager for immediate processing. 


6. That all expenses relative to the operation of the Committee 
be paid by The Lutheran. All requests for funds are to be 
made through the chairman to the Circulation Manager. 


Respectfully submitted, 


E. J. Moede. 
The report was adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
Your committee on Publications presents the following report: 


In Ecclesiastes 12:12 we read, “Of the making of books there is 


no end.” This is today as true as ever, also in regard to books that 
deal with the Bible, 


ect commentaries, sermons and treatieses on bibli- 

cal subjects. Advertisements are very often disappointing, and to 

buy books, one never uses, is a poor investment. 

of —4 Synodical Publication Committee would — 
int out a few books or set in 

because they are sound r sets of books which do not disappo 


in doctrine and of real practical value for ev- 
ery one who strives to be an able minister of the New Testament. 


There is in our judgment, no bette . 
nt, r commentary to be had than 
that of the late Dr. Lenski, his “Interpretation of the New Testa- 
ment,” American Lutheran. Also of great practical value to the 
pastor are the same author’s 


pel Selections.” “The Ancient Eisenach Epistle and Gos- 
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Matthew Henry is a standard commentary of great practical 
value for the minister, it also renders real help to the Sunday school 
teacher. 


Bible teachings by Dr. Stump; The Way of Salvation in the Luth- 
eran Church by Dr. Gerberding; Lutheran Handbook by Dr. Travers, 
and Martin Luther, The Story of his Life by Elsi Singmaster, are very 
good books and deserve an ever wider circulation among the clergy 
and laity. 


For pastors we would also recommend Siloah, sermons on the 
Old Testament text by Ziethe. 


In regard to devotional literature we refer to and recommend 
“Devotional Manuals” published by the Steward Committee of Synod 
of the northwest, and to the excellent devotional Calendar “Day By 
Day With Jesus.” 


In regard to “The Devotional Bible” published by the Concordia 
Publishing house, we want to say, it is the best devotional work that 
we have seen, and we would not be without it. 


Your Committee, 


J. x. Marxen, 
Victor Moeller. 


The report was accepted. 
Election of lay members on the Executive Board was ordered. 


„ “RPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


_ Your committee has examined our President's report and found it 
encouraging in every respect. 


In this very complete report, we have been brought face to face 
with very important issues of the Church in general. In addition to 
this we feel that attention should be called to a very important local 
need, the building program of Tabitha Home. The structure, which 
cost $420,000 is still in need of another $70,000 to dedicate it next 
fall free of debt to the glory of God and the service of mankind. 


We commend our President for the stress laid upon faithful- 
N the Word of God as the chief means of success in church 
* 


We also steal him for his untiring effort to render the best 
service possible to our Synod. May God grant him wisdom, patience 


and strength to tarry on. 


Your committee recommends that Synod express its appreciation 
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to our President for faithful work by a rising vote of thanks. 


Respectfully submitted, 
M. Schroeder, 

J. N. Marxen, 

W. Welchert, 

Frank Karloff, 

Geo. Steinert. 


The report was adopted. 


m 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD’S APPOINTMENTS TO 
BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 


The report was adopted. (See page 13, 14) 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 


Your committee reports that letters and greetings have been 
received from the following pastors: P. Bieger, Ernest A. Walter, M. 
Koolen, Gustav Duhrkop, L. Hopp, E. Wendt, W. Fieg, H. A. Teckhaus, 
K. Klinger, Wm, Goldbeck, Paul Rowoldt, Sr., and Friedrich Rabe. 


Telegrams and greetings received from the ULCA Synods of 
lowa, Northwest and Illinois. And the following letters and telegrams 
received from our Missionaries: L. Spath in Argentina, Wallace Wolff 
in British Guiana and Paul Hansen in British Guiana. 


A letter has been received from Pastor J. Mathiesen which we 
would like to read for your information. 


Greetings have been sent as instructed to the ULCA Synods of 
lowa, Northwest and Illinois. 


We recommend that the Secretary be instruucted to convey 
Synod’s greetings by letter to our Missionaries. 


W. F. V. Churchill. 


Fred Ollendorf, 
A. Bahnsen 


The report was adopted 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON GRANTS IN AID 
(Omitted under standing resolution of Synod) 


Tellers reported and Messrs C. A 
A. Myrom Walter Jobman 
were declared elected lay members of the 3 Board. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
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1. To express our gratitude to Redeemer’s Congregation of 
Wayne, Nebraska for their invitation to meet in their midst, and for 
the cordial hospitality shown us during our stay here. 


2. To express our appreciation of the fine musical contributions 
which the organist and choir and its leader made to the services held 
here during our session; to the Brotherhood sponsoring the laymen’s 
banquet and to the choral group for their inspiring selections at the 
banquet. 


3. To extend our sincere thanks to all members of this congre- 
gation who took an active part in the furnishing of meals, housing, 
and transportation. 


4. That the president of synod in person or his appointee give 


expression of these our sentiments at some appropriate time while 
we are still here, so that as many as possible of the good people of 
this congregation may hear him. 


5. That the president of synod or his appointee likewise give 
public expression of our gratitude for the fine hospitality shown us 
by Pastor and Mrs. Kenneth de Freese. 


6. That Synod instruct its treasurer to make the following gifts 
and grants: to the organist $10.00, the custodian $10.00, the editor 
of the Midwest Lutheran $75.00, the manager of the same periodical 
$75.00, the assistant manager $75.00, the secretary of synod $200.00, 
the statistical secretary $125.00, the vice-president $75.00, the treas- 
urer of Synod $400.00. 


7. That Synod convey its appreciation of Dr. Fry’s visit with 
us, of his inspirational sermon, and thoughts expressed during the 
different sessions he attended, by sending a copy of this resolution 
to him, and one to the secretary of the United Lutheran Church. 


8. (See Session Two page 45) 


9. It was with great sorrow that we received the word of the 
death of the beloved and esteemed wife of Dr. M. Koolen. We recom- 
mend that the president of synod represent us at the funeral services 
on Friday and transmit to the bereaved our expressions of deep sym- 
pathy. 

10. In view of the fact that Tabitha Home still needs about 
$75,000.00 to complete the new main building by September free of 
debt we recommend that synod ask our pastors and their congrega. 
tions to make special efforts to contribute toward the gathering of 
this sum during the next few months. 

Carl Blomendahl 
Wm. F. Stolze, 
Geo, A. Dumler, 
C. R. Goldenstein, 
G. J. Herber, 

J. Schrader. 


Recommendations No. 1 to 7 were adopted. 
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Recommendation No. 8 (See Session Two page 45 and Session 
Four page 60) 


Recommendations No. 9 and 10 were adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
AND EXCUSES 


Your committee recommends that the following Pastors be ex- 
cused from Synod convention attendance: P. Bieger, C. G. Wagner, 
F. Rabe, J. O. Krueger, O. Bergfelder, M. A. Jensen, J. M. Holtzberger, 
E. Wendt, K. Vordeman, F. Podzus, G. Duhrkop, Wallace Wolff, P. 
Rowoldt, Sr., E. Walter Klinger, M. Koolen, L. Hopp, W. O. Zahilis, 


C. Rautenstrauss, F. Loeffler, E. Moede, T. Schmunck, L. Spath and 
P. Hansen. 


Two active pastors did not ask to be excused: V. R. Pietzko and 
J. Goemmel. 


For part-time absence from Synod the committee recommends 
that the following Pastors be excused: Wm. Goede, Herman Goede, 
Martin G. Schroeder, M. Schroeder, and J. Schrader. 


A. J. Duis, 
Herman Rippe, 
Louis Frecks, 


H. G. Knaub. 
The report was adopted. 


RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD 


That Synod refer recommendation No. 3 of the Executive Board’s 
Report to the Executive Board for future study and action. 
2 


The recommendation was adopted. 


Election of assistant business manager of the Midwest Lutheran 
was ordered. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY (continued) 
The motion to amend was lost. 
Recommendation No. 2 was lost. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF BROTHERHOOD 


The Brotherhood of the Mid er 
60th convention of ogg west Synod sends its greetings to 


_ The brotherhood held its ninth 
annual ti t Redeemer 
a 
was highli 
Cubans Chae shlighted with an address by Pastor Bloch of 
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The convention voted $300 to support Institutional Work and 
Lutheran Student Work. 


Since convention there has been a B.otherhood organized at Goth- 
enburg and at Pilger. 


The executive committee has met twice since convention. At our 
first meeting we decided to have synodical charters printed as the 
Brotherhoods have not had charters. All Brotherhoods will receive 
their charters in a few weeks time. At our last meeting we voted to 
accept the sponsorship of the Laymen’s Banquet at the 60th conven- 
tion. 


The executive committee believes there is an increased interest 
in Brotherhood Work and because of its youth in the Midwest Synod 
it will become better with every year and in due time will serve the 
church even better and more churches will be enjoying the help of 
Brotherhood. 


Respectfully submitted, 
John Rasmussen, President. 


The report was accepted. 


Tellers reported, and Miss Tillie Krambeck was declared elected 
assistant business manager of the Midwest Lutheran. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF LUTHER LEAGUE 


The Officers and the Executive Committee of the Midwest Syn- 
odical Luther League have met twice in the past nine months to take 
care of the necessary League business. One of the major problems 
with which we were faced was that of planning the Workers Confer- 


.ences. This was a new project for the Luther League and required 


much planning. However, plans have been completed and from the 
results of the first Conference held April 22 at Fontanelle, it appears 
that they are going to be successful. The purpose of these confer- 
ences is to instruct the officers of the local leagues and better ac- 
quaint them with the whole Luther League program. With the pres. 
ent set up two Workers Conferences are held each year, one for all 
leagues North of the Platte River and one for all of the leagues South 
of the Platte. 


The 1948 Convention of the Midwest League was held at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church at Diller, Nebraska on August 17, 18, and 19. 
The Convention theme was “Faith In Action.” The Convention was 
one of the largest with 202 attending. Six new leagues were receiv- 
ed into the Synodical Luther League at the Convention, namely: First 
Lutheran Luther League, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; St; John’s Au- 
burn; Zion Luther League, Sutton; St. John’s, Norfolk; Sterling; and 
Intermediate League, Ellis, Kansas. Since Convention Gothenburg, 
Intermediate League, Hanover, Lodge Pole, and Louisville have ex- 
pressed their desire to join the Synodical League, 
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An Evangelism Committee was chosen at the last Convention 
which is working with the local leagues in conducting systematic vis- 
itation of prospective and delinquent leaguers. 


The 1949 Convention will be held at Messiah Lutheran Church at 
Grand Island, Nebraska, August 24, 25, and 26. 


Faithfully submitted, 
Alex Wacker 
Synodical League President. 
The report was accepted. 


Copies of the American Bible Society Report were distributed and 
received as information. 


REPORT OF THE DELEGATES TO THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
CHURCH CONVENTION 


The sixteenth Riennial Convention of the United Lutheran Church 


in America was held in Town Hall, Philadelphia, Pa., October 6-14, 
1948. 


— 


Of the 576 delegates elected by Synods, 572 were present. Our 
Synod was represented by six clerical and four lay delegates and 


eight visitors. Two of the lay-delegates found it impossible to go the 


last minute, making it impossible for alternates to take their place. 


To attend this convention was a thrilling experience. Every. 
day we were reminded of the precious FAITH, which is ours, through 
the grace of God, and the vigorous manner in which that FAITH 
shows itself in LIFE, as expressed by believers in Christ through the 
program of His Church. Memories of Muhlenburg and the 
Trappe Church brought to our minds the precious heritage of FAITH, 
which is ours. While Missionaries, Foreign, Home and Social, re- 
vealed to us how that same faith today is expresed in the LIFE of 
the Church, witnessing, teaching and helping. Lutheran World Ac- 
tion also reminded us of modern day heroes of FAITH from abroad, 
how their convictions drove them to action for the Master, and how 
our FAITH must express itself in LIFE by our gifts to Lutheran 
World Action. 


The actions of the Convention have 


2 2 ized. We 
bring you only a very few of the many 111 


“highlights.” 
AONB gr 1949-1950 were set aside for a special emphasis on 
rely re a Among the major objectives are: deepening the spir- 
Swi h congregation; establishing the family Altar; re- 

viving the indifferent and winning the unchurched.” 

The 1949 budget was left at $3 

000,000. But the Convention 
—— Rapin — the Church challenge each of its congre- 
in 1948. © apportionment AT LEAST as much as it did 
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aia voted to continue the payment of “Special Pensions,” 

the 1950 and 1951, on the same basis as in previous years. 

1 m that if the apportionment reeeipts reach three million 

| | dollars “special Pensions” will amount to $300 for each pastor. | 

Board of Education was directed “to confer with the proper | 

of other Lutheran Bodies interested in the establishment of 

an Inter-Lutheran post graduate theological Seminary and to deter- 

q mine with such officials the details of a feasable plan and to report 
to the next convention.” : 


— 


The ULCA adopted a number of recommendations pointing to 
Unity. It declared itself ready to merge with all or any of 
in the National Lutheran Council. 


For further information, we refer you to the minutes of the con- ; 
vention, The 1949 Year Book and other official publications of the | 
United ran Church in America. 


Respectfully submitted, 


The Pastors: Hugo H. F. Weichert, M A. Ritzen, F. W. Note, 
W. F. V. Churchill, Alfred Duis, Lorin J. Wolff. 


The Laymen: Messrs. John Schole, Ed Schneider, John Huber, 


Herman Langholz. 
4 report was accepted. 


The minutes of the fifth session were read and approved as read. 


1 


The session was adjourned and the Convention was closed with 
the installation of officers and the services of formal closing con- 
ducted by the President. 

| 


CERTIFICATION 


These minutes are certified to be the true copy of the true Rec- 
ord of the proceedings of the Sixtieth Annual Convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, convening May 16, to May 19, 1949 at Our Re- 
deemer’s Lutheran Church, Wayne, Nebraska, Rev. S. K. de Freese, 
pastor, 

Signed, Lorin J. Wolff, President. 


Certified, Hugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary. 


PROGRAM OF SERVICES AND SPEAKERS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


Monday Evening, May 16, 8:00 | 


The Sermon: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the United 
Lutheran Church, : 
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Liturgists and Administrants: Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, STM. 
President of Synod; Pastor Hugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary of Syntt. 


Order for the Opening of Synod, 


MEMORIAL SERVICE: 
Tuesday Afternoon, May 17, 5:00 


The Sermon: Pastor H. L. Lenser, Home, Kansas. 
Liturgist: Pastor E. C. Hansen, Necrologist. 


In Memory of 


Pastor Max Harder, 
Mrs. Anna Nitzschke. 


ORDINATION AND AN'NIVERSARY SERVICE: 
Tuesday Evening, May 17, 8:00 
The Sermon: Dr. Marton Schroeder, Glenvil, Nebraska. 
Liturgist: Pastor Paul Moessner, Vice-president of Synod. 


Ordination Anniversary Sermon: Pastor J. N. Marxen, Blue Hill, 
Nebraska. 


Anniversaries: 


Pastor C. H. Goede, 25th Anniversary. 7 
Pastor Karl Koenig, 25th Anniversary, 
Pastor Fred H. Bloch, 25th Anniversary. 


LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S BANQUET: 


Wednesday Evening, May 18, 6:30 


Speaker: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry. 
Master of Ceremonies: Mr. C. A. Myrom, Hastings, Nebraska. 


= aie Chaplain, Pastor Arthuur W. Huneke, Lanham, Ne. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER 
July 1, 1947—July 1, 1948 
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Leat 
General Synodical Tri- Mission Thank Life in Tabitha Wertd Day Patren snd 
Place Fund Fund Convention Fund Offering Memoriam Home Christmas of Prayer Protege Dre 
JULY 1, $ 120.50 $124.27 $ 47.70 6 260.00 210.10 6100.10 $12.30 42.50 § 63.10 5117.55 § 38.70 $1,136.27 
Ge. 19.60 4.30 2.10 10.00 64.00 20.00 10.00 5.00 131.09 1. 
2. Bennington, St. enn 42.10 8.50 3.00 30.00 4.56 40.00 60.00 232.00 26.00 2741 * 
1 3. Bloomfield, St. Mark 42.20 7.80 4.00 15.00 265.90 10.00 10.00 102.00 15.00 32.06 as 4 
4. 20.30 3.00 1.50 24800 
140.28 5.20 2.60 10.00 38.20 10.00 3.00 540 10 00 10.00 2400 
20.75 4.20 1.10 10.00 56.00 10.00 14.00 1200 1000 1188 14723 * 
"=  #£44™». 29.20 11.80 6.50 15.00 272.00 10.00 156.00 50.54 30.00 54.75 
8. u. r 5.50 3.00 45.00 4.00 40.00 14.00 7.00 8.00 50.00 5.00 23.00 
| 12.00 2.00 1.00 5.00 16.15 20.00 4.15 
| 10. Fontanelle, Sale 31.00 5.00 00 20.00 86.00 10.00 10.00 35.00 5.00 5.00 2.00 212.00 10 
| 18.30 40 3.70 120.00 16.50 20.50 25.00 6 240.40 
| 12. . 27.90 5.60 2.40 3.00 77.75 10.00 23.00 40.00 25.00 2146 12. 
13. Hastings, Tree -.........-. 25.60 4.20 2.10 15.00 131.01 1000 21500 15.00 25.00 3635 85.14 
i Hastings, Immanuel! 23.70 4.00 2.00 10.00 67.00 5.00 21.00 31.00 5.00 5.00 1747 14. 
| — 6.40 2.90 20.00 36.00 25.00 5.00 0.00 400 5 10.20 15. 
7.10 2.00 1.00 10.00 2.00 22.10 16. 
| 44.50 13.00 4.00 25.00 124.49 100.00 50.00 25.00 5.00 59 00 440.99 
| 24.10 7.80 3.90 5.00 149.62 25.00 18.00 10.00 5.00 248.42 
5.00 33.24 10.00 11.00 4.20 5.00 5.00 5.00 
| 8.40 3.10 70 6.00 650 10.00 22.28 34 
| 21. Lincoln, Frieden, L. 22 31.20 11.60 5.40 12.00 29.00 10.00 500 104.20 21 
22. Lincoln, F — 28.10 9.40 4.70 75.00 39.00 278.20 22 
L 8.00 2.00 2.00 1289 2 
16.10 2.80 1.40 82.00 5.00 110 123.40 24. 
25. Lindy, Good Shepherd 24.60 1.60 32.00 20.00 15.00 6.00 10.00 32.45 141.65 25 
~ 14.40 2.40 1.20 5.00 38.00 5.00 3.00 8.85 6.00 3.00 15.75 M200 26 
27. Northboro, Ia., St. Faul! 29.00 3.00 1.50 6.00 115.00 2100 34.00 206.50 27 
28. Ohiowa, St. Jenn 13.00 2.00 5.00 13.00 42.50 20.00 5.00 11 111.50 2 
29. Oklahoma City, 20.15 4.60 2.30 35.00 10150 40.00 61.00 24.17 40 
30. Pender, St. Ner 12.00 2.00 1.00 25.00 8.00 7.70 8.00 70 
31. Russell, Kan., St. John 41.60 7.00 4.00 15.00 175.00 25.00 20.00 15.00 65.00 5.00 20.00 282 31 
32. Ridgely, St. 9.90 26.42 * 
33. Sterling. St. 9.00 400 200 15.00 35.00 10.00 10.00 00 
34. Stillwater, Okla., Salem 22.40 8400 2.00 60.00 1200 500 2 
35. Wayne, Our Redeemer 22.10 4.00 2.00 10.00 68.00 2.50 0.00 4! 
36. Westboro, Mo., St. John 39.85 5.30 2.70 20.00 107.00 10.00 30 00 15.00 5.00 1438 100 +e 
9.30 2.20 1.10 46.00 40.00 25.00 
39. Bennington. St. John. . KA 10.00 9.46 2000 40. 
40. Mark 20.00 23 00 41 
3 41, Columbus, St. John, . A4 25.00 10.00 42 
42. Columbus, Trinity. —— 10.00 26.00 44 
43. Creston, St, Peter, F. V. —..--- 25.00 20 “4 
20.00 moe 46. 
13. Fontanelle, Salem, L. A. X. 10.00 10.00 44. 
46. Glenvil, St. Paul, I. 10.00 10.00 47 
47. Gretna, urrection, 1. K 100 23.00 45 
48. Hooper, 00 648. 
49. Hooper, Zion 5.00 25.00 Se 
Johnson, St. Matthew. I. 4 25.00 5.00 51. 
31. Lapham. St. Johm, L. 4. 5.00 1000 S2 
S52. Linn, Kan... St. Pawel L. 4 5.00 5 0c 1000 
53. Louisville, Christ, L. A. 10.00 10.00 M4 
34. Madison, Immanuel. L. 10.00 S00 56 
: 55. Ohiowa, St. John, M. M 5.00 20.00 54 
56. Papillion, Fr 20.00 5.00 7 
57. Pender. 5.00 400 
4 58. Pender, St. Peter, L. A 6.00 2 
60. Pilger, St. Peter, I. A. .....--- 4.00 10.00 41 
61. Russell, Kan. St. John, I. A 10.00 10.00 42 
4 62. Schuyler, St. John, L. 4 10.00 2.00 «8 
A. Seribner, St. John. . A. 20.00 500 
64. Stanton, St. Lukes, I. A. 5.00 5.00. 46. 
i 65. Sutton, Zion, 3 22 25.00 66. 
Tea. N. Dak. A. — 22 25.00 67. 
70 67. Uehling, St. Paul, Sisterhood ___- -00 15.00 2 
a8. Wiener. Christ, L. A 15.00 22 
7 69. Yutan. St. John, L. A. 18.00 10 % 1 
72. — Fees — — — 35.50 
Ha 


w 
$1,001.10 $523.16 $138.10 $1,047.00 82,9°9.96 $700.°0 $709.00 $148.90 $407.°9 $461.50 $513.16 $706. 
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President of Synod; Pastor Hugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary of Syndd. 


Liturgists and Administrants: Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, STM. 


rder for the Opening of Synod, = 


MEMORIAL SERVICE: * 
Tuesday Afternoon, May 17, 500 1 


The Sermon: Pastor H. L. Lenser, Home, Kansas. 
Liturgist: Pastor E. C. Hansen, Necrologist. 


In Memory of 


Pastor Max Harder, 
Mrs. Anna Nitzschke. 


ORDINATION AND ANNIVERSARY SERVICE: 
Tuesday Evening, May 17, 8:00 
The Sermon: Dr. Marton Schroeder, Glenvil, Nebraska. 
Liturgist: Pastor Paul Moessner, Vice-president of Synod. 


Ordination Anniversary Sermon: Pastor J. N. Marxen, Blue Hill, 
Nebraska. 


Anniversaries: 


Pastor C. H. Goede, 25th Anniversary. 7 
Pastor Karl Koenig, 25th Anniversary, 
Pastor Fred H. Bloch, 25th Anniversary. 


LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S BANQUET: 
Wednesday Evening, May 18, 6:30 
Speaker: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry. 


Master of Ceremonies: Mr. C. A. Myrom, Hastings, Nebraska. 


Convention Chaplain, Pastor Arthuur W. Huneke, Lanham, Ne. 
braska. | 
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¢ 
DISBURSEMENTS—From July 1, 1947 to July 1, 1948 ’ 
General Fund $1,085.10 
Synodical Fund — 382.69 
Tri-Convention Fund 138.10 
Mission Fund 778.00 : 
Thank Offering 2,909.96 i 
Life and In Memoriam = - 590.00 
Tabitha Home 799.00 j 
Christmas 148.90 
Lent and World Day of Prayer 398.89 * 
Patron and Protege 430.00 
India Lee 513.16 
Specials * 706.67 
Total ___- $8,880.47 
RECEIPTS : $9,336.00 
DISBURSEMENTS 8,880.47 + 
BALANCE ON HAND July 1, 194 $ 455.53 ; 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. M. A. Ritzen 
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REPORT OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD 0} 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1948. 
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1948, “Gain | 


ERS 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
III 
ADORESS 
0 
PASTOR 7 5 
As of December 0 
LOCATION County o 
Thurston „ Rowoldt ) 0 
N Nebraska ..Cuming -..... Me with Wiener 0 ? 
1 
Bis 
Total- of Northern Conference 5 12 
Totals of Northern Conference 1947 
{ Increases * 4 97 123 1 0 ; 
2 8 1 0 
1 F 
4 — *. W. of Diller, Nebraska Washington I I’. 0. Spehr, Sr. 9 0 ; 
Ellie ........ 4W. Churchill * 9 0 
of Fallette, Texas n Theodore Tychen 
810 Hoisington, — - .. 4 (. Rautenstrauss 0 2 76 43 
* Washington 5 ©). Ovlke 5 
Washington 6 Arthur Huneke 4 3-6 — 
Washington 6 Harvey Bernhardt 4 0 
Lipscomb J. Schrader, D. b. 2 0 N COS 
1 11th, “Oklahoma City, OklahOklahoma — 1 Fred H. Block, A 1 1 ; 
1 8. x. of Perry, Oklahoma Perry -_...... R Edw. J. Amend II. 8 6 o 0 
nsas 4 Th. H. Althof 0 0 2 0 
Duncan, Stillwater, Okla, — . 4 Edw. J. Amen 4 18 0 1 
N 4 R. Moehring o 13 10 0 
of. Washington, Kansas Washington ti 0 o 
me 9 5 0 0 19 
1 75 99 
12 „„ 
Marshall S 47 112 5 
8. of Russell, Kansas Russel! R Fred 
2 130 6 
huet 14 
store 
7 Pastors 14 3 0 0 1 91 
Ine resse 0 0 
Decrease ___} 0 0 
4 
— 47 12 
177 232 
0 0 
30 100 
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PAROCHIAL REPO 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1948. 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 


RT OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD OF THE U.L.C.A. 


Population 
(4) 2,500 to 


(2) 25.000 to 99.999 (5) 500 te 2, 
(3) 10,000 te 24,999 4 15 (6) Under 500 
s MBERSHIP 
st BAPTIZED CONFIRMED COMMUNING 
| PASTORAL 8 — ASTO S* — Gain-Loss Gain or Loss 
As of 15848 2 Sez 8 * 
(chy GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION County 1133 
1916 Pender, Nebra Thurston „ K. 67 31 0 5874 24 0 470 28 0 1 
Wis 1895 7 Miles N. of wg --Cuming ..... Merged with Wisner Town _ __ 10 © 
PI tte Counter Nebr. 4 1887 7% Miles N. E. of Platte Center, Platte Fred Ollendorf 117 7 © 287 12 o 3 
Pla — 832 30 74 — 31 46 | 88 38 
— — — — 867 7 ͤ 541 —— 
Synodical and Non-Synodical Totals of Northern Conference 4 7 an 
Synodical and Non-Synodical Totals of Northern Conferencte . 2 
— — 
KANSAS CONFERENCE 
* — Zion 1910 8 Miles 8. W. of Diller, Nebraska - Washington — r I’. Spehr, Sr. — 57 46 0 3 15 0 3 1 
2 Fus ‘Kansas —— tod Ellis, 352 0 1 277 11 6 221 21 0 2 
Darranzette, Texas t. 2 Miles 8. — — .-Lipseomb Theodore Tychen 114 0 1 63 2 63 0 1 3 
4 Holxington, Kansas — Rautenstrauss 28 13 9 179 4 0 126 0 0 
— _.. 6 J. Schrader, D. 5. 2 39 13 5 
9 Oklahoma city, Okla. lat Eng. Lut n 1897 8 Mil +. 8 * Yklahoma City, Oklah Oklahoma 3 1 Fred I. Block, A. M. N 347 26 0 406 20 0 287 0 7 9 
10 ‘Petry, Oklahoma of Perry, Oklahoma R Edw. J. Amend II. 
11 Russell. Kansas ----- St. 22 1911 —— Russell — 4 Th. H. Althof * 1232 2 6 871 33 0 674 0 0 
rer Cliff, Kansas 19) 6% N. W. of Washington, Kansas Washington 0. 
rega tions 
; jon-Synodical Cone 6 4284 173 255 3027 155 83 2451 118 
Kansas —Eẽ— — — Marshall 
4 Synodical and Non-Synodical Totals of Kansas Conference 
— Pastors 14 4669 191 255 2297 169 83 2661 134 
1947 Totals - ators 14 2682 
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1 34 
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MEMBERSHIP 
* 
Ain A 
| 1 
— 5 9 
2 . 113112 
14 = | zi — 8318 » 0 
is | 2 | | 35 15318 10 
0 0 19 7 0 24 0 6 
90 28 28 0 28 0 0 90 0 90 46 ; 
0 4 l 0 0 5 2 l 0 
0 28 51 5 28 29 11 l 51 
0 0 22 0 11 0 10 
4 
0 
9 
| 
192 398 152 167 65 235 176 106 582 97 123 2 
34 243 122 37 2340 134 14 112 124 37 0 
158 155 30 130 31 5 12 92 170 60 66 } 
0 90 9 0 0 90 90 0 27 
—_ 
0 
48 
0 74 
15 — 
9 — 
11 
2 IN CO} 
4 62 
17 98 
0 10 
* 
5 19 
] 9 
0 10 
106 122 ; 
1209 § 
18 
90 6 ] 60 
0 6 9 6 
176 277 108 14 43 17 
101 170 664 131 18 9 
75 107 30 3 15 0 
0 0 0 0 a 0 30 


PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE MIDWEST-SYNOD OF THE U. Lc. A. 


PASTORAL CHARGE 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1948. | _* 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE P 
MEMBERSHIP 77 — 
CHILD MEMBERS ADULT MEMBERS — 
Access ion; Losses AA Accessions Losses Sunday Schools HIGHER 


ec, 
(*-Last Years’ Report) 


(N.C.-New Congregation) (O-Merged) 


(City or Town and Congregation) | 
Synodical Congregations 118 2 3 77 — = 7 312 21 i i 2 
: 3 3 8 24 8 23 © 85 S — 23 23 pales 83 35 o 83 8 — 5 — 28 . 31242 E 
Nebra 607 126 250 13 2 1 2 0 0 0 22 0 772 10 0 40 8 6 9 11 7 sO 9 447 o 0 0 0 9 30 0 9 3 1 
*3 tloomfield, Nebr. (Lindy) — 145 81 70 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 60 6 0 9 0 6 0 0 6 0 eo 3 0 
4 Nebratéa «........ 382 246 221;13 112 9 0 @ @ Pies 18 120 21 % % 
5 Columbus, oul 441 wo 14 1 0 0 6 8 ” 0 25 5 9 6 18 1900 9 31 89 oO 0 89 40 4 
6 Creston, Nebran 206 220 1 16 7 1 8 9 5 6 § 
Fontanelle Nebragea 60 20 163 0 6 7 0 0 0 7 0 * o 0 11 6 11 107 io “ 16 13 
10 Hooper Nebraska 466 ‘ 9 134 ! . 1 12 9 % „% „% 2 
11 Hooper, Nebraska * 4 335 244 6 6 1 7 7 0 0 1 0 14 4 18 4 0 11 1 10 72 45 14 5 
0,0 (Howclia, mereed wih Plies) 0 09 08 6 
*12 Leigh Nebraska re 0 0 69 oO 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 1 4 42 0 0 o oO 0 0 0 0 0 989 oO 0 13 
“C14 Nebraska _____ 119 2 31 9 00 60 0 9 6 2 14 
* 18 Norfolk Nebraska 278 200 158 18 10 28 0 0 0 25 25 3 0 6 4 18 8 36 4 1 9 2 1 14 108 9 14 93 0 52 0 9 16 9 9 0 2 15 
16 Papillion ‘Nebraska _.___|.. 40 317 206 13 11 2 1 10 14 10 13 2 #@ 3 9 32 © 6 14 
18 Pilger. Nebraska 20 148 114 16 4 10 7 2 11 9 19 4 1 is) 92 6 @ 8 14 
19 Pleasant Valley, Nebraska SS 50 10 4 0 4 O 0 0 0 0 4 9 2 } 0 0 8 9 2 0 : 1 1 12 0 0 89 0 0 0 0 2 9 89 0 19 
20 Pender, Nebraska 951 9298°194 7 @ om 2 2 % wie eee 20 
21 — — |. D0] 187 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 14 0 8 0 O 21 
22 Stanton Nebraska 60 45 37 40: 2 0 0 2 11 9 2 6 0 0 8 1 20 60 0 0 6 0 7 0 8 0 22 
25 Tea. South Dakota 147 127 18 5 18 5 1 oe @ 
26 Uehling, Nebraska 664 50 532 1 9 9 1 2.868 
27 Wayne, Nebraska _ 587 440 at 27 10 37 15 0 10 11 34 1 9 0 5 38 9 23 5 9 321 44 (8 1 140 9 20 89 oO 0 0 89 20 0 8 1 5 27 
20 Winiside. Nebraska wo 233 199 10 4148 2 8. 2 ot 8 
— — — 
750 704 5427 382 142 7 n 164 347 144 129 82 206 165 105 338 77 96 T2245 30 SIS 2418 S355 12 46 320 3 236 420 ! 00 67 1848 
1947 a 3432 e731 5344 200 307 153 1 34 28 216 121 30 34 201 122 13 370 83 114 56253 30 300 2233 20 457 11 32301. 0 O 262 2 O19 48 
— 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD OF THE U.L.C.A. 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1948. 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE — SYNODICAL CONGREGATIONS 


PASTORAL CHARGE 


MEMBERSHIP EDUCATION 
CHILD MEMBERS ADULT MEMBERS PARISH . 
Access on: Losses — ot Church 


i (City or Town and Congregation) 
218 1 < 8 3 1 
— 
3 Diller. Nebraska a 385 219 196 13 5 18 090900 0 18 929 2 3 
4 Gothenberg, Nebraska -.... 244 184 150 6 0 3 0 020 23 917 @ & 11 6&6 26 WwW 0 89 1 i 
Grand *.. 613 466 303 17 4 6 5 
7 Hildreth, Nebraska a 3 392 204 0114114 0 00 0 O 90 114 0 0 0 202 0 392 0 0 0 0 1 11 100 9 32 89 oO 9 9 9 17 9 9 I 2 7 
Falls City, Nebraska 5 0 & a 2 6 4 0 12 2 5 6 7 l 6 0 0 0 0 0 6 
9 Hastings, Nebraska a 1139 709 1 4 28 73 2704 0 4 9 51 68 19147 8 10 © 18 1 389 625 27 75 @ 
10 Hastings, Nebraska 104 90 91 2 0 3 10 99 4 92 0 4 0 0 4 3 0 0 3 U ” 5 0 0 I I 4 0 0 4 0 o vu 0 10 
11 Hastings, Nebraska aa 109 | 34 84 4 3 5 2 0 0 2 0 3 0 3 9 l 49 9 11 
12 Lincoln, Nebraska 
14 Lincoln, Nebraska a 1373 760 844 25 7 2 16104 21 8 9 3 3 
— 1 142. 118 5 5 10 0 1 9 11 0 5 16 9 10 3 13 75 0 12 0 0 0 11 0 0 13 
16 Lodge Pole, Nebraska 58 42 0 0 9 9 0 0 13 13 9 13 0 0 1 0 1 1 3’ 10 14 1 5 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 16 
17 Ohiowa, Nebra ka 200 157 161 3 0 2 9 oO O 0 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 2 3 3 0 6 1 4 50 0 90 9 9 9 0 * 5 0 9 ! 9 17 
19 Otoe, ne 6 184 130 * eee 9 0 0 7 10 3 20 0 5 0 5 1 4 40 eo «€¢ I 1 6 0 9 15 0 0 0 0 iv 
20 Sterling. Nebraska a 132 94 85 1 0 1 9 00 0 0 0 se 60 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 l 4 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 ” 0 0 0 l 0 0 
22 Syracus>, Nebraska __.___ 62 52 5 > 00 @ 68668 © © © 3 12 9 oO @, 22 
23 Westboro, Missouri: 400 315 281 6 6 23 1 11 145 ei & 0 6 325 
1948 6950 4728 3872 173 187 200 3 18 46 151 248 39) 180 519 40 771 46 G7 43 156 21 228 2282 & 19 
1847 6126 4113 3551 187 80 267 73 6 19 36 134 176 42 24 127 79 31 261 SA 77 GT 197 21 257 1830 45 198 9 19245 oO © 240 2 0 s he tar 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE — NON-SYNODICAL CONGREGATIONS 
6 Northboro, Iowa 150 113 6 0 6 #6 0 1 0 7 0 1 0 7 0 7 6 48 9 14 0 0 6 0 1 4 
7 Hildreth. Nebraska 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 Oo © 90 9 99 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 359 350 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
— — 743 25 3011 1 106116 14100 2 16 837 300 5 
1441 1109 875 32 24 5617 2 7 2 28 8 6 30 3 150 192 21 2% 20 06 6 48 416042 40606082 
Totals Synodical and Non-Synodical Congregations 
dN Se pee ae: + oni 7959 5491 4526 198 192 39095 3 19 150 267 262 139 34 196 542 43 815 31 78 420 546 26 262 2586 45 263 10 21266 8 47247 4 o 10 SS ise 
5222 4426 219 104 32290 8 26 38 162 200 48 24 157 82 190 433 74 10 7 263 27 305 2241 65 240 #13 33 307 
392 269 100 5 88 67 5 © 0112 105 S3 9110 39 460 0362 O 333 2830 0 02 0 44 4 @ Ine 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD OF THE U.L.C.A. 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1948. 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE — SYNODICAL CONGREGATIONS 


GROUP 


FINANCIAL 


| Women’s | Mixed 


VALUATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY Congregational Expenses CONGREGATIONAL BENEVOLENCE 


| UNAPPORTIONED APPORTIONED 
e 18000 3500 0 0 350 18850 0 4240 2341 6581 o 42 22 468 13 os oes ‘2 = 7 25.08 
2 Or1 8 229 18 2500 o 0 0 2500 0 722 782 0 12 | 
3 4118 2 5 O O 1 2% 4700 1200, 0 0 450 6350 © 3878 110 3988 0100 0 452 194 23 + 84 
4 1 26 1 22 © © 1 17 12000 3850 440 0 0 16290 0 3145 2373 5518 100524 0 457 476 1557 761 14 852 4 
5s 5 0 2 6 8% 24 1 24 22000 10000 0 0 1000 33000 0 4079 1927 ( 385 01179 22 22 228 724 2310 . : 22 
63 0 0 1 21 „ 0 0 © 20000 3100 0 0 0 23100 7500 2737 0 2737 [a -_ 0 2 8 5 2 . 
7 © 0 1 42 % 6 1 29 25000 2500 0 0 275 0 4729 3287 8016 0 0 O 735 672 1407 798 1216 2623 10639. 7 15.00 
3 0 1 12 ® 1 238 8000 2000 0 1000 11000 0 12 6200 0 0 292 i 371 5825 5265 635 6835. 8 
1 ss 3-151 1 40 5 125 75000 0 6000 0 0 86000 0 10262 3690 13952 200 47 O 1187 472 1906 2225 2815 4721 18673 9 1573.00 
> 015 2750 0 20 0 77 161 383 6 337 308 10 
10 0 0 1 33 0 0 0 0 15000 5000 0 1000 100 21100 0 1735 1015 27 3 3 
1 © © 1 20 1 13 1 16 4500 2500 0 0 0 7000 0 2 2951 9 oO 0 232 154 467 384 770 3721 11 218.00 
* Fr 0 0 910 90 3800 900 1291 1291 21 33 0 290 400 128 220 620 1911 12 40. 
2 5600 0 0 0 45600 5691 157 5848 GO 0 O 945 390 1604 2992 1423 3027 8875 14 10.00 
18 0 6 2 415 0 2 24 13500 8000 0 600 0 22100 0 3218 2100 5318 0 0 0 304 194 498 6572 1404 6722 15 109.00 
1 0 o 1 12 0 0 1 16 2800 1800 0 0 0 4 0 385 1245 ® @® ©6117 +14 «3131. «331 78 206 1451 16 20.00 
17 1 10 220 0 0 8000 2500 0 0 9 10500 9 2493 500 2993 eee 141 557 893 2 759 3752 17 
10000 4000 0 13000 0 82 882 493 132 182 1064 18 81.00 
9 0 0 2 4&5 0 o 1 18 8560 3000 0 0 ® 11500 0 2 1246 3910 e 724 4634 19 112.00 
o 00 0 1 2 0 0 1 18 3000 1200 500 0 300 5000 0 0 0 25 o 269 206 500 525 502 1002 20 
1 0 o 1 28 0 © 1 17 00 3500 0 0 9 T7500 0 1000 270 1270 ® 20 060370 16 306 578 20 325 1898 21 
‘22 0 1 20 0 0 5000 65600 0 0 10000 0 0 0 0 0 175 405 
23 0 8 1 28 0 1 18 60000 3500 0 4500 0 1050 28. 1027 2387 1419 1423 1828 3247 8147 23 
1948 5115 30 801 6 178 21 419 261000 ee 0940 7010 3290 454290 8400 60947 26467 S7414 791 S88 22 9340 3800 14841 18081 14426 29267 116681 1948 2843.00 Otherwise 
1947 4 69 30 717 2 118 16 207 321000 72700 7000 8560 4400 411760 8900 52571 31417 S3988 1883 674 0 9656 2019 14232 13257 9898 24130 108.118 1947 
Ine. 1 46 0 84 4 S&S 5 122 40000 2050 0 1450 0 42530 0 8376 0 3988 0214 22 0 1781 609 4824 4528 5137 S563 Ine. 
Dee. 6::@ 8 8.8 48 0 1110 0 500 0 4950 01092 00 0 316 0 0 0 0 0 0 Dee. 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE — NON-SYNODICAL CONGREGATIONS 
! 9 1 21 0 ͤ 1 24 10000 3800 500 2150 300 16750 0 0 319 194 7686 803 832 1600 1 
2 9 0 1 153 1 12 1 16 11000 5000 0 0 400 16400 0 2610 385 29095 ® 0 0 315 216 531 451 300 1121 £4116 2 31.00 
3 C16 0 0 300 2800 0 400 5 445 151 116 9 248 3 3 
4 0 0 1 38 0 08 1 8 T7560 3500 2500 0 1500 15000 0 3478 7 8178 ® 0 0 141 440 381 320 5321 1102 9277 4 
5 o Oo 1 33 © O 1 17 36000 3500 0 9 500 40000 0 4011 1346 5357 9 0 % 395 62 457 884 761 1218 6378 5 198.00 
6 9 0 1 14 0 © 1 14 12000 4000 0 0 0 16000 0 3007 875 38862 60 30 0 322 286 698 #425 684 1392 5274 6 
148 0 © 5121 1 12 5 TH 79000 19800 3000 2150 3000 106950 0 13506 7348 20854 115 30 0 1843 1198 3186 3289 3495 6681 27535 1948 229.00 
* 6173 2 26 6 124 100500 19400 3000 2150 3000 128050 0 17225 13876 31101 838 53 0 2885 413 4189 3111 2990 7179 38280 1947 
ine. 0 400 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 783 0 178 505 0 ne. 
; 1 & 1 14 1 45 21500 0 0 0 0 21100 0 3719 6528 10247 723 2: 0 1042 9 1008 0 0 498 10745 Dec. 
| 
5 : : 185 26 498 440300 95550 9940 9160 6290 561240 8400 74453 33815 108268 906 918 22 11183 4998 18027 21270 17921 325948 144216 1948 3172.00 Total Otherwise 
1 ‘ — 90 $90 : ns 2 421 421600 93100 10000 7710 7400 539810 8900 69796 46293 115069 2721 727 9 12541 2432 18421 16368 12888 31309 146398 1947 
in 77 18700 2450 0 1450 0 21430 0 4657 0191 22 60 2508 0 5002 5033 4639 0 Ine 
’ eo; @ © 0 0 60 0 1110 0 500 0 11478 6821 1815 0 0 1358 0 394 0 0 0 2182 Dec, 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD OF THE U. LC. A. 


| an For the Year Ending December 31, 1948. Population 
41) 100,000 or over (4) 2,500 te 9.999 
{2) 25.000 to 99.999 RECAPITULATION (5) 500 te 2,499 
(3) 10,000 to 24,999 (6) Under 
4 MEMBERSHIP 
PASTORAL | ADDRESS BAPTIZED CONFIRMED COMMUNING 
CHARGE PASTOR 13 Gain-Loss Gain-Loss Gain-Loss 
ay tem) §|As of December 31. 1948 
| GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION County i i 3 5 
Northern Conference | 
3 1 482 219 T7715 363 83 S064 .... ... = 
10319 ---. 1437 .... .... 
Decreases 
Font! Conference | 
Fou — — 7980 917 525 1 
QDecreases 
„ 191 235 32097 108 83 2661 .... 
Increases „%% ; ll, ] — — — 
lDecrenses 1 i 64 —— — 0 —— 21 eee ˙— 
A948 Totals Cong renn tion 23210 1500 900 16502 1206 572 18185 
1047 Totals Pastegs oo 22619 .... 15870 came cone 
Jecrease 0 0 eeee@ 0 lee. 
| RECAPITULATION 
mm 
* MEMBERSHIP _ EDUCATION 
CHILD WEMBERS — 
Les — Crsidren 
PASTORAL CHARGE 
(City or Town and Congregation) 
ee 5 85 2123 ea 52415 1812 — 2423 23 
Northern Conterence 
7 . 10582 7715 5084 288 95 383166 7 33 192 398 152 167: 65 235 176 106 S82 S4 OF 133 301 32 380 2501 8308 14 S38 434 3 36456 1 9 2 
; 1947 Totals n 10319 7437 38890 281 47 328174 1 34 34 243 122 3 34 230 134 14 412 „ 124 57. 267 33 319 2427 20 S22 12 34 314 8 S86 > 9 2 
. aes eee 2 278 95 7 48 SS 0 6 0158 155 30 130 31 5 42 92 170 0 0 66 37 9 11 163 0 0 2 24 120 0 9 70 6 0 0 
ecreases 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 928 0 0 1 0 0 12 12 1 9 0 
Peuthern Conference * 
e 7959 3401 4526 198 192 390 95 3 19 150 267 262 130 34 196 542 43 815 81 7 ＋ 546 26 262 2586 45 263 10 21266 8 47 247 3 9 10 
. 7567 3222 4426 219 104 323 90 8 26 35 200 48 24 157 82 190 453 74 102 263 27 305 2241 6 240 13 N 307 4 69 2 3 0 6 
P e 392 2 100 0 88 OF 5S 0112105 53 91 10 30 460 9 362 0 0 333 283 0 0 345 o 0 0 0 4 47 0 0 0 4 
0 0 0 21 0 0 0 23 27 0 0 1 43 o 2 12 
Conference 
2 4669 3297 2661 98 29 127 93 0 8 176 277 46196 23 103 134 18 278 33 47 1902 16 181 1317 O 7 26192 17 72 170 ® 
i” ES i, PI 4733 3211 2682 127 61 188 26 5 38 101 170 96 78 20 131 17 238 18 77 292 SOT 16 182 1262 6 244 5 10 28 15 158 130 0 0 5 
64 0 21 61 0% 9 o 30 100 15 0 0 9 6 182 BS OS 0 
Totals of All Conferences 
eee 23210 16503 13171 584 816 900354 10 60 518 942 460 502 122 534 882 167 1675 168 219 G65 1042 74 773 64904 S38 7c 110 2 18 155 873 5 © 34 181 19468 
Se ek NT 22619 15870 12997 627 212 839290 14 98 173 575 427 1638 78 451 347 221 1007 178 3 356 S37 76 776 Some 81 906) 30 77 720 24 245 SOD 5 oO 22 147 47 
D 391 633 174 9 104 81 64 0 0 345 367 33 330 44 G 505 0 3878 0 0 290 205 0 0 0 0 1 27 172 0 9 71 0 0 3 20 Ine 
e 0 0 0 453 0 0 0 4 38 0 0 0 0 0 0 90 34 0 10 84 0 0 2 3 0 38 2 0 ‘ G &S 0 0 0 0 0 Dee. 
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GROUP , ORGANIZATIONS 


PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD OF THE U.LC.A. 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1948. 
RECAPITULATION 


CONGREGATIONAL BENEVOLENCE 


VALUATION 0 CHURCH PROPERTY 


UNAPPORTIONED 


APPORTIONED 


3 
— 


Expenditures 


143400 


125850 
17550 
0 


23000 102206 
13500 0 


2552 


74453 
69796 
4657 
0 


62516 
43949 
18567 

0 


236623 


21595 
2 27050 20672 
0 


36500 99654 114914 214568 642 


95172 197378 


19742 
0 


17190 
05 


33815 108268 
11 


11478 


6821 


64885 127401 
24820 68769 


40065 
0 


48329 
0 


58632 


0 


213614 450237 1694 
165285 38123611301 1819 


1 0 0 
09245 125 


11183 


12541 


0 
1358 


9606 
9452 
154 


39321 


2 40005 


19516 
0 


15656 
0 


144216 
146398 


0 
2182 


158991 
94654 
64357 

0 


561318 
483487 
77831 
0 


258111 — $3482.00 
242455 


— —— 


— 


— 
Men's _Women's__ — _Propte — 
i Congregational Expense — — | 
— 
— | 8 8 
= — 8 | > * = § 22 — 
— “ace, | © -> = > [et 28 << <<a — 

Northern Conference 
8 — 16 389 51 1638 12 228 30 691 3921235 — 2300 44250 72669 764744 Eee 0 5 1756 (683 20489 29123 23054 13543 DDr 
Wer 14 356 49 1542 11183 28 674 388525 2000 37832 66342 621449 // 907 25 19315 3942 30114 21209 1496% 45077 
Increltkes 2 8 2 v6 1 4 2 17 1138600 0 6418 6327 143295 1 a 0 0 0 6 741 9 7914 8001 6 1 
Decreases 0 0 0 0 eer, ihe 0 0 600 0 0 0 283 504 20 1339 0 9625 0 0 1534 

Seuthern Conference 
18 —-— 5115 35 922 7 185 26 498 440300 95550 9940 9160 6290 561240 8400 906 918 22 1 4998 18027 21370 17921 35948 1 — $3172.00 Ot 
1947 8 4 60 36 0 4144 2 421 421600 93100 10000 7710 7400 339810 8900 2721 727 0 2432 18421 16368 12888 £31309 
— — 1 2 24 77 18700 2489 92 1450 9 21430 0 0 19122 2566 ® 5002 5033 4639 — 4 

Kansas Conference 

58 --- 7119 19 S48 3 SS 11 212 331500 91625 4450 5000 8550 441125 15575 508 373 «OC 2557 13044 12727 18546 31590 — $ 733.00 Oie 
1 3 G4 17 47% 129 9 161 299800 67125 5950 4800 10150 387825 1525 2655 185 2h 9 1394 13711 10005 12154 25865 5 
increases. 51 31700 24500 9 200 0 33300 14050 9 188 0 1163 9 2632 6392 5725 
Decreases 0 0 0 0 I 9 oO 0 0 1500 6 16400 0 0 12147 6 oF 687 — — 

Grand Totals of All 

1948 1 — 28 423 105 3108 22 171 67 1401 1273925 3075 16690 58410 87509 1767109 60478 HE 27 35545 122238 51560 63220 BEE 111081 1948 $7387.00 ge 
increases - 198 6115 «6164000 800 0 8068 3617 2180 6900 0 9 4470 0 15548 ine 

| 
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Oklahoma Holdings --79 
Parish Education 50-52 
President's Report 88, 89 
Protocol 55 
Publication 87, 88 
Resolutions 45, 89, 90, 91 


Review of Treasurer’s Report 60 


Secretary’s Report 55, 56 
Statistical and Parochial Report 56 


Stewardship 67-75 
1 43, 45, 50, 56, 
58, 61, 83, 89, 92 
Convention Committees 15 
12 
Greetings 17, 53, 56, 65, 80, 83 
92, 93 
Lutheran Brotherbood 91, 92 
Midwest Lutheran n 42, 43, 44 
Ministerium Report 43 
OFFICER’S REPORTS 
17-26 
26-28 
Statistician, Necrologist, 

36, 37 
29-30 
Parochial Reports — End of Book 

KEPRESENTATIVES 
Central Lutheran Seminary 75 
Lutheran Literary Board 50 
Lutheran Welfare 
Family and Child Care 45 
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TABITHA 
HOME 


Lincoln, Nebraska 


u oun Synod’a 
Wonk of Mancy 
3 | 7 ‘Superintendent, O. W. Elbright, D. D. 


Open 2 2 „ „ 


Your Church To | Your Hearts 
Tabitha Home To 
| Representatives Tabitha Home 


A Home For 


The HOMELESS AGED 
The HELPLESS 
The ORPHAN 
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For Christ and Country 
MIDLAND COLLEGE TRAINS 


men and women to love Christ and serve their country, 
with all their heart: LOYALLY; 

with all their mind: INTELLIGENTLY; 

with all their strength: POWERFULLY; 


FOR CHRIST 


From our Christian college, including Midland, there has been 

1 going forth, and must continue to go forth, a stream of intel- 

: ligent and consecrated young men and women, qualified and 
: determined to serve Christ in all walks of life. 


FOR COUNTRY 


In putting Christ into the hearts and minds of her students, 
Midland College is putting the steel of truth and integrity and 
the cement of loyal citizenship into American life. 


For Literature, Write to 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 
Fremont, Nebraska 


A standard, four-year, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 
added departments of business, education, music, journalism and 
> theology. 


THE REV. W. P. HIERONYMUS, Ph. D., President 


CENTRAL 
LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
(Successor to Western Theological Seminary) 
Fremont, Nebraska 


-oncentrates upon the preparation for the parish min- 
instry. 


— the confidence and support of eight ULCA Synods. 


N 
T 


-urtures purity of faith, holiness of life and earnestness 
of purpose. 


-reasures the loyalty of its graduates and former u- 
dents and the beneficence of its benefactors. 


-ejoices in its opportunity to serve and in the dawn of 4 
new day of bigger and better things. 


Aministers all its affairs economically, as a faithful 
steward of the church’s money. 


~oyal to the scriptures and to the Confessions. 


Rev. E. Bryan Keisler, D. D., S. T. D., Acting 
President 
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PROCEEDINGS 


SIXTY-FIRST CONVENTION 
Of The 


Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod in The 
Midwest 


Of The 
United Lutheran Church 
In America 


Held In 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 


Russell, Kansas 


May 8-11, 1950 
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"The United Lutheran Church In America 
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Proceedings 


OF THE | 
Sixty-First Annual Convention 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
HELD IN 


ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH | 
RUSSELL, KANSAS 


May 8 - 11, 1950 


— — — — 


The Rev. Theodore H. Althof, Pastor 


— 
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OF THE 


St. John’s Lutheran Church, Russell, Kansas 


BRIEF HISTORY OF CHURCH 


On May 28, 1900, the Rev. Dr. Neve, president of the College 
at Atcheson, Kansas was invited to preath at Russell, and consider 
the organization of a congregation there. A meeting was held that 
day and it was decided to organize. E. Morgenstern was appointed 
to canvass the neighborhood. 


At the suggestion of Dr. Neve, the Rev. Gustav Miller of Shell 
Creek, Nebraska, was called to become the first pastor. He was 
installed August 1, 1900. The constitution was adopted at about the 
Same time and it was decided that the ¢ongregation be a member 
of the German Nebraska Synod . Various sister congregations of 


the synod sent gifts to assist the new congregation in its organiz- 
ation and building. 


The first church building was dedicated May 12, 1901. 

The cornerstone for the present church was laid May 8, 1927. 
The cost of the church, not including free labor, was $37,000.00. 

A new parsonage was completed in 1949 at thé cost of $27,000.00. 


The fiftieth anniversary was celebrated in June in conjunction 
with the meeting of Synod. | 


_ The following pastors have served the congregation: Gustav 
Miller, 1900-1902; Schimmelpfennig, 1902-1904; Mennenon, 1904-1907; 
Wellhausen, 1908-1911; Wm. Harder, 1911-1918; Ollendorf, 1920- 


Bahr, 1926-1928; J. N. Marxen, 1929-1934: C. Rautenstrauss, 
1934-1940; E. f Thomas, 1940-1948; T. Althof, 1948 
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-Delegates at the 61st Convention of the Midwest Synod 
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Ebenezer 


“Let a man so account of us as of the min- 
isters of Christ, and stewards of the myster 
ies of God. Moreover it is required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful.” 


\ 


DEDICATED TO THE BROTHER 
M. KOOLEN, D. D. 
ON THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS ORDINATION 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


E 
Pastor’s Name 83 E 1 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 13 
and 23175 Name and and E 
S 
1. P. Bieger* 1888 1903. Retired 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
2. C. G. Wagner“ 1890 1920. Retired 
804 East Arch St. 
Jerseyville, III. 
3. F. Rabe, D. D.“ 1892 1906. Retired 
2908 S. 25th 
Lincoln, Nebr 
4. Wm. Harder,* 1893 1894 . Retired 
Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Neb. 
5. J. O. Krueger* Retired 
6409 Logan Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
6. P. Rowoldt Sr.“ — Retired 
3210 Summit Blvd. 
Lincoln, 2, Nebraska. 
Retired 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
8. K. Klinger“ r Retired 
54 S. Greenwood Ave. 
Pasadena, California 
9. M. Koolen, D.D.* 1900 1926 . Retired 
1633 Van Dorn St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
10. O. Bergfelder* 1902 1924 Retired 
255 llth N. W. 
Waverly, Iowa | 
11. L. Hopp“ . Retired 
2119 Myrtle Ave. 
Long Beach 6, California 
12. M. A. Jensen“ . Retired 
1311 S 3rd St. 
Norfolk, Nebraska 
13. H. L. Lenser . Frieden's 1885 
Home, Kansas Home, Kansas 
14. F. C. Schuldt, D. D.“ 1906 1906 
Retired 
Fremont, Nebraska 
15. J. Goemmel D Zion's“ 1896 
Sutton, Nebraska Sutton, Nebr. 
16. J. M. Holzberger* 1906 1906. oa Retired 
Pierce, Nebraska 
17. J. N. Marxen 1906 1916 8 St. Paul's“ 1898 
Blue Hill, Nebraska Blue Hill, Nebr. 
r Pastors *Congregations affiliated with Synod 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 
| i 
Pastor’s Name Ss 2 17 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 1 
and & Name and and * 
Address 8222 Address Parish 25 
8 22 
18. W. O. Zahlis, 35. 
S. T. M.* Retired 
Ellis, Kansas 
19. G. K. Wien cke, ; R. 
Sr. D. Retired 36 
1310 18th St. 
Auburn, Nebraska 
20. E. Wendt“ ee Retired 
722 San Vincente St. 37 
South Gate, California 8 
21. J. Schrader, D. D. 1909 190 Edward Schneider St. Johannes“ 38 
Lipscomb, Texas 5 _Darrouzett, Texas Lipscomb, Texas | 
22. Chr. Rautenstrauss 1910 1909 John Michaelis Immanuel? 39 
218 E. 5th Hoisington, Kansas loisington, Kansas 
Hoisington, Kansas 40 
506 New Vork Ave. lastings, Nebr. 
Hastings, Nebraska 41 
24. R. Moehring 1910 1910 Bert Deines Zion's“ 
Wakeeney, Kansas Wakeeney, Kansas Wakeeney, Kansas . 
25. K. Vordermann“ 1910 1921122 Retired 4 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 1 
26. Fred Loeffler Zion’s* (Supply) 
Diller, Nebraska Diller, Nebraska 
27. F. Podzus* Retired 
211 W. 12th St. 
Hutchinson, Kansas 
Retired 4 
2009 Oak Way, 
Colo. Springs, Colo. 191) 
„ 29. H. O. Rhode 1914 1914 Henry G. Born St. Paul's“ ö 
Darrouzett, Texas Darrouzett, Texas Darrouzett, Texas 185 
30% T. G. Kuehner 1915 1948 — Trinity“ N 
Tea, South Dakota a Tea, S. D. 100 
31. M. A. Ritzen, D. D. 1916 1941 R. D. Cunningham Salem“ 
Fontanelle, Nebraska Nickerson, Nebr, Fontanelle, Nebr. ) 
32. M. Schroeder, git 
AM DD St. Paul’s * 
Glenvil, Nebraska Glenvil, Nebr. 15 
St. John's“ 
Westboro, Missouri Westboro, Mo. 
34. V. R. Pietzko 1917 1917 


1500 W 38rd St. 
Hastings, Nebraska 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 
7 
| Pastors Name 31 Lay Delegate“ Congregation 1 
and as Name and and 
Address 85 ss Address Parish 
E 5 
38. E. C. Hansen, G. T. D. 1919 1919 United Lutheran* 1916 4 
2810 Sumner St. Lincoln, Nebr. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
"Retired Pastors *Congregations affiliated with Synod 
U. S. Army Chaplain 
Duhrkop 0-502073 1919 1919 
7801 SCU, FMSP. 
A. P. O. 171 
% Postmaster, New York 
87. A. B. J. Lentz, D.D. 1919 1919 Louis Friedrich Christ's 1890 
Louisville, Nebraska Louisville, Nebr. Louisville, Nebr. 1 
38. H. J. Diekhoff 1920 1920Gust Thomas St. John's“ 1890 
1924 Ohiowa, Nebraska Ohiowa, Nebr. Ohiowa, Nebr. 
39. E. Moede 1920 1943Hugo Schnack Resurrection“ 1910 
Gretna, Nebraska Gretna. Nebr. Gretna, Nebr. 
| 1024 E 10th Street Fremont, Nebr. 
Fremont, Nebraska 
41. Herman Goede D. D. 1922 1922------------------- Frieden’s* 1907 
* 540 D. Street Lincoln, Nebr. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
12. T. Schmunk 1922 1942 
43. C. H. Goede . St. John's 1866 
Auburn, Nebraska Auburn, Nebr. 
WES 644. Karl Koenig 1924 1924 Henry Lorenz St. John's“ 1901 
Yutan, Nebraska Yutan, Nebr. Yutan, Nebr. 
45. Fred H. Bloch, 1924 1942Loyd Lewallen First Lutheran* 1902 
A. M. Okla., City, Okla. Oklahoma City, Okla. ty 
228 N. E 16th St 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
i+ Falls City, Nebraska Falls City, Nebr. 
I 47. V. Moeller 1927 1927 John Kaser St. Peter's“ 1888 
n Pender, Nebraska Pender, Nebr. Pender, Nebr. 
48. J. Peil D [Inactive 
Ayr, Nebraska 
49. R. M. Sauberzweig 1927 193 St. Johannes* 1901 
| Th. D. Otoe, Nebr. 
Otoe, Nebraska 
50. C. H. Kemper 1927 1941 Willie Lambertus Zion's“ 1887 
. Gothenburg, Nebraska Gothenburg, Nebr. Gothenburg. Nebr. 
51. Wm. Goedé 1927 19420Oswald Deutscher Christ Lutheran* 1907 
Ellis, Kansas Ellis, Kansas Ellis, Kansas 
Retired Pastors *Congregations affiliated with Synod 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


| 
Pastor's Name E Lay Delegate’s Congregation | 3; 
and 22 an Name and and . 
Address Es 8 Address Parish 
KS 2 | — 
52. Ed J. Amend, Th. D. 1927 1945 K. E. Friedemann Salem“ 191! 
815 Duncan St. Stillwater, Okla. Stillwater, Okla. 
Stillwater, Oklahoma Zion's“ 1 
Perry, Oklahoma 
53. Frederick Freytag 1928 Trinity 18 
Russell, Kansas Russell, Kansas 
Scribner, Nebraska Scribner, Nebr. 
55. George Herber Christus* 19 
Pierce, Nebraska Pierce, Nebr. | 
2010 9th Street Columbus, Nebr. 
Columbus, Nevraska 
57. Erich Petersen D Niobrara Lutheran“ 
Niobrara, Nebraska Niobrara, Nebr. 
| | Lindy, Nebr. 
58. Lorin J. Wolff. 4....PRESIDENT 
S. T. M. | 
1812 D. Street | 
Lincoln, Nebraska | 
59. Alfred Duis 1934 1934Burton Vannier St. Peter's“ 1 
Hildreth, Nebraska Hildreth, Nebr. Hildreth, Nebr. 
Henry Knaub 1935 1935 Jake Johansen St. Mark’s* 185 
Bloomfield, Nebraska Bloomfield, Nebr. Bloom field. Nebr. 
61. Warren F. Churchill 1935 1935Walter Feye St. Peter's“ 180 
Creston, Nebr. Creston, Nebr. Creston, Nebr. 
St. Paul's“ 1881 
Leigh, Nebr. 
62. Theodore Althof 1936 1949 Fred H. Krug St. John's“ 1250 
Russell, Kansas Russell, Kansas Russell. Kansas a 
63. Arthur W. Huneke 1936 1948August Brei St. John’s* . * 
Lanham, Nebraska Odell. Nebr. Lanham, Nebr. , 
64. H. Bernhardt 1937 1942 Emil Sudmann Christ Lutheran* 188: 
‘Wisner, Nebraska Wisner, Nebr. Wisner, Nebr. 
65. Hugo H. F. Welch- 1938 1988Henrv Wobken St. Paul's 18% 
ert Scribner, Nebr. Hooper, Nebr. 
Hooper, Nebraska 85 
St. Paul's“ 
Uehling, Nebr. 
66. R. R. Syre, S. T. M. 1938 


1605 N Keene 
Fremont, Nebraska 


*Retired Pastors 


1944 __ 


Central Lutheran Seminary 


Fremont, Nebr. 


*Congregations affiliated with Sym 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 33 
and 2 


re Lay Delegate’s 
as Name and 
2 Address 

L 


Congregation 
and 
Parish 


67. 


78. 
79. 


84. 


Gustav Wiencke, Jr. 1938 
Th. D. 
1228 Spruce St. 


Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


Henry D. Trawney 1938 
Sterling, Nebr. 
Richard Jobman 
302 S. Second St. 
Norfolk, Nebraska 
Fred Ollendorf 
Northboro, Iowa 
Paul Moessner, A.M. 1940 
Hooper, Nebr. 


1940 


1940 


Wallace J. Wolff 1941 
Winside, Nebr. 
Henry O. Rowoldt 1941 


Emerson, Nebraska 
Walter E. Rowoldt 1942 
Pender, Nebraska 
S. K. De Freese 
Wayne, Nebraska 
Werner P. Welchert 1943 
Papillion, Nebraska 
Paul O. Spehr, Jr. 1943 
Lutheran Mission 
Monrovia, Liberia 
Africa 
H. B. Pearson 1943 
Canton, South Dakota 


i94: 


Paul de Freese 1943 
910 W. 5th St. 
Hastings, Nebr. 
Levon Spath 1945 


Calle Zarate 867-Dpt. 
B Villa Progresso, 
San Martin F. C. C. A.- 


Argentina 
Waldorf Lau 1945 
Robert Shirek. 1945 
Bo 


Bennington, Nebraska 
P. O. Anderson 1945 
Schuyler, Nebr. 


Grant Van Boening 1946 
Columbus, Nebraska 


"Retired Pastors 


19500liver Wolff 
Sterling, Nebr. 


Parish and Church 
School Board 


St. Johannes* 
Sterling, Nebr. 


St. John's“ 
Norfolk, Nebr. 
— St. Paul's 
Northboro, Iowa 
1940 Herman Suhr Zion's“ 
Scribner, Nebr. Hooper, Nebr. 
194l1Henry Trautwein Trinity“ 


Winside, Nebr. 
1941 Herb H. Wischhof 
Emerson, Nebr. 


Winside, Nebr. 
St. Paul’s* 
Emerson, Nebr. 


St. Mark’s 


1943 Rudolph Laschansky 
Papillion, Nebr. 


1950 Carl Grothen 
900 N. Saunders 
Hastings, Nebr. 


1948 Elmer Holstein 
Bennington, Nebr. 


1949Gustav Hahn 
Schuvler. Nebr. 


1950 Raw Klug 
Columbus, Nebr. 


Pender, Nebr. 
Redeemer’s* 
Wayne, Nebr. 
Trinity* 

Papillion, Nebr. 
Foreign Missionary 
Liberia, Africa 


1901 


1916 


Augustana Academy, E.L.C. 


Canton, South Dakota 
First St. Paul's“ 
Hastings, Nebr. 


Foreign Missionary 
Argentina 


Leave of absence 
St. John’s* 
Bennington, Nebr. 


St. John's“ 

Schuyler, Nebr. 

St. Matthew’s* 
Pleasant Valley, Nebr. 
St. John's“ 

Columbus, Nebr. 


1878 


1881 


*Congregations affiliated with Synod 
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ROLL OF PASTORS. DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


nm, 


Lodgepole, Nebraska 


Paul Hansen 
29th North Street 
Georgetown, 
British Guiana, So. Am. 


1948 


90. Edwin P. Bastian 1949 
Johnson, Nebraska 

91. Martin Schroeder 1949 
Jr. 
120 West 7th 
Grand Island, Nebr. 

92. Earl Heuser 1950 
Hanover, Kansas 

Supplied 

Vacant 

Supplied 

Supplied 

Vacant 

Vacant 

Vacant 


*Retired Pastors 


Lodgepole, Nebr. 

E. R. Koenig 

Chappell, Nebr. 
1948 — - - 


Lodgepole, Nebr. 
Grace* 

Chappell, Nebr. 
Foreign Missionary 


1949 


1949 William Horst 


Grand Island, Nebr. 


1950 William Von 
Waaden . 
Hanover, Kansas 


British Guiana 


St. Matthew’s 


Johnson, Nebr. 
Messiah* 


Grand Island, Nebr. 


Zion* 
Hanover, Kansas 


First Lutheran* 


Elmer Sasse 
Fairbury, Nebr. 


Walter Botsch 
Madison, Nebr. 


Linn, Kansas 
»Congregations affiliated with — 


Syracuse, Nebr. 
Zion's 

Platte Center, Nebr. 
St. John's (rural) 
Ohiowa, Nebr. 
St. Paul’s* 
Diller, Nebr. 
Immanuel* 
Madison, Nebr. 
Immanuel* 
Hastings, Nebr. 


Pastor’s Name 33 3 Lay Delegate’s Congregation :! 
and * 2 2 Name and and 2 
Address 582 Address Parish 4 
85. George Housewright 1946 1949 Adolph Havekost St. John’s Ridgeley* 18% 
Scribner, Nebraska Scribner, Nebr. Scribner, Nebr. 
86. Ralph Ritzen 1947 1947Henry Grashorn St. Peter's“ 190 
Pilger, Nebraska Pilger, Nebr. Pilger, Nebr. 
Walter Muhs St. Luke’s* 1906 
Stanton, Nebr. Stanton, Nebr. 
87. Frederick Nolte, Jr. 1947 1947 Zion 1885 
Route 6 . Emerald, Nebr. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
88. Norman Schroeder 1948 1948 H. P. Fraass Immanuel* 192) 


196 
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Directory of Synod | | 


1950-1951 


OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 


President—Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M., 1812 D. Street, Lincoln, 
Nebr. Phone 2-5821. 


Vice President—Rev. Richard L. Jobman, 302 S. 2nd St., Norfolk, 
Nebr. 


Secretary—Rev. Werner P. Weichert, 623 S. Madison, Papillion, Nebr. 
Treasurer — Elmer B. Sasse, 1119 A St., Fairbury, Nebraska. 


Statistician, Archivist, Necrologist— Rev. E. C. Hansen, S. T. D., 
1 2810 Sumner St., Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Senior Ministerii— The Very Reverend Paul Gieger, Tabitha Home, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Lay Members—Mr. C. A. Myrom, 1115 North Minnesota, Hastings, 
Nebraska; Mr. Walter Jobman, Gothenburg, Nebraska. 


— — 
— 


OFFICERS OF CONFERENCES 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE— 

President—Rev. Alfred Duis, Hildreth, Nebraska. 

Secretary—Rev. Frederick Nolte, Jr., R. R. 6, Lineoln, Nebr. 

Treasurer—Rev. J. A. Bahnsen, 506 New York Ave., Hastings, 
Nebraska. 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE— 
” President—Rev. W. F. Churchill, Creston, Nebraska. 
Secretary—Rev. Wallace J. Wolff, Winside, Nebraska. 
Treasurer—Rev. Walter E. Rowoldt, Pender, Nebraska. 


KANSAS CONFERENCE— 


1 President — Rev. Fred H. Bloch, A. M., 228 N. E. 16th St., Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma. 


Secretary—Rev. A. W. Huneke, Lanham, Nebraska. 
Treasurer—Rev. W. O. Zahlis, S. T. M., Ellis, Kansas. 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


Editor: Rev. Paul G. Moessner, A. M., Hooper, Nebraska. 


Manager: Rev. W. F. Churchill, Creston, Nebraska. ) 
Subscription Managef: Miss Tillie Krambeck, Gretna, Nebraska. | 


BEI 


BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 


INTRA-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


Ministry 

The Pastors: A. Duis (61) H. Goede (51) R. R. Syre (52) 

A. B. J. Lentz (52) M. A. Ritzen (53). 

Home Missions 

The Pastors: F. W. Nolte, Sr. (51) C. Goldenstein (52) H. 

Welchert (53) 

The Messrs: Elmer Monk (51) August Brei (53) 

Evangelism 

The Pastors: Frich Petersen (51) F. Bloch (52) M. Schroeder, 
Jr., (53) 

Stewardship * 

The Pastors: F. Ollendorf (51) H. Knaub (53) 

The Messrs: Jake Johansen (52) C. Bower (53) 

New Congregations and Constitutions 

The Pastors: G. Herber (51) H. J. Diekhoff (52) T. Kuehner 

(53) 

Conference Protocol—Conference Secretaries. 

Publicity 

The Pastors: L. J. Wolff, R. M. Sauberzweig( 51), Editor of 

Midwest Lutheran. 


INTER-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 
Midland College 

The Pastors: W. Churchill (53) R. Jobman (54) 

The Messrs: H. Suhr (51) K. Wagner (52) 

Tabitha Home 

The Pastors: M. Koolen (51) M. Schroeder (52) Mr. J. Urban 
(53) 

Lutheran Student Work 

The Pastors: W. Welchert (51) H. Goede (52) S. K. de Freese 
(53) 

Lutheran Student Foundation, Mr. Tim Ohrt. 

Lutheran Welfare Work, Pastor L. J. Wolff. 

1. Family Child Welfare Service, Pastor H. H. F. Welchert. 
2. Care of Aged, Pastor K. Koenig. ) 

3. Health Service, Pastor K. Koenig. 

4. Institutional Chaplaincy Service, Pastor E. C. Hansen. 


Representative to Midland Assembly 

The Pastor: Herman Joens 

Central Lutheran Seminary 

The Pastor: Paul Moessner (53) and President of Synod. 
Directors of Lutheran Literary Board 


The Pastors: L. J. Wolff, H. Bernhardt, R. M. Sauberzweig, 
M. Koolen. 


COMMITTEES ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 
Parish Education 
The ae ade A. C. Baughman (51) G. Housewright (52) C. H. 
Goede (53) Mr. Carl Grothen (51) ° 
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Secretary of Foreign Missions 
The Pastor: Henry Rowoldt (52) 
Secretary for Social Missions 
The Pastor: R. Shirck (53) 
Secretary for Deaconess Work 
The Pastor: J. A. Bahnsen (51) 
Representative to W.M.S. 

The Pastor: W. F. Churchill (52) 
Representative to Protherhood 

The Pastor: Wallace Wolff (53) 

Representatives to Luther League 

The Pastors: Theodore Althof (51) Ralph Ritzen (52) 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


Oklahoma Holdings 
The Pastors: Fred Bloch, Wm. Goede 1 
The Messrs: G. Olt manns, K. Friedmann 


History of Synod 
The Pastors: H. O. Rhode, A. B. Lentz, M. Schroeder, Sr., 
R. R. Syre. 


Lutheran World Action 
The Pastors: F. Ollendorf, A. Huneke, W. Wolff. 


Worship and Music 
The Pastors: Ralph Ritzen, M. Schroeder, Jr. 
The Misses: Edna Grothen, Helen Moessner. 


The Lutheran 
The Pastor N. Schroeder . 
Publications | 
The Pastors: J. Marxen, R. R. Syre | 
Resettlement 


Nebraska: Pastor L. J. Wolff, Mr. F. C. Strasheim. 
Kansas: Pastor Wm. Goede. 


Nebraska Lutheran Social Service 
President of Synod and K. Koenig. 


C.R.O.P. 
Nebraska—Bernard Havekost 
Kansas—Pastor Wm. Goede 
Oklahoma—Pastor Fred H. Bloch 
Texas—Edward Schneider 
Town and Country Church Institute (University of Nebraska) 
Pastor Frederick Nolte, Jr. 
„Kirchliches Monats Blatt“ — H. O. Rhode. 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
(Appointed by the President) 
(Lay-members of the Committees were appointed at the Convention) 


I. ON CREDENTIALS 

The Pastors: R. Moehring, E. Petersen, H. Bernhardt 
2. ON REFERENCE AND COUNCIL 

The Pastors: E. C. Hansen, Paul H. G. Moessner 


* 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


18. 


ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
The Pastors: G. Herber, T. Kuehner, W. Rowoldt 
Laymen: Emil Sudman, John Kaser 
ON PROTOCOL AND SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Pastors: H. Rowoldt, H. Joens, R. Shirck 
Layman: Adolph Havekost 
ON TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Pastor: C. Goede, J. A. Bahneen 
Laymen: Oliver Wolff, Loyd Lewallen 
ON STATISTICAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Pastors: K. Koenig, W. Welchert, H. Goede 
ON EXECUTIVE BOARD’S REPORT 
The Pastors: H. O. Rhode, R. Ritzen, R. M. Sauberzweig 
Laymen: William Horst, Henry Wobken, August Brei 
ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Pastors: E. Amend, C. H. Kemper, N. Schroeder 
Laymen: Henry Grashorn, Carl Grothen, Herman Suhr 
ON LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Pastors: Wm. Goede, J. N. Marxen 
Laymen: R. D. Cunningham, Karl Friedeman 
ON EXCUSES 
The Pastors: V. Moeller, F. Nolte, Jr. 
Laymen: Jake Johansen, Ed Schneider 
ON AUDIT MANAGER MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
The Pastors: J. Schrader, S. K. de Freese 
Laymen: Walter Muhs, Gus Thomas 
TELLERS NO. 1. | 
The Pastors: P. O. Anderson, A. Huneke 
Laymen: Burton Vannier, Walter Botsch 
TELLERS NO. 2. 
The Pastors: W. Churchill, C. Goldenstein 
Laymen: H. P. Fraass, Elmer Holstein 
ON NOMINATING LAY MEMBERS TO EXECUTIVE BOARD 
The Pastors: H. Diekhoff, H. Knaub 
ymen: Henry Lorenz, Herbert Wischhof 
NOMINATING LAY DELEGATES TO THE ULCA CON- 
VENTION 
The Pastors: A. Duis, F. Ollendorf, R. Jobman » 
Laymen: Willie Lambertus, Walter Feye, Henry Born 
CONVENTION PUBLICITY * 


The Pastor: Martin Schroeder, Ir. 
DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTON 


OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Pastors: Lorin J. Wolff, Werner P. Welchert, Theodore Althof, 


Fred H. Bloch, R. R. Syre, A. B. J. Lentz. 


Altenate Pastors: E. J. Amend, W. Rowoldt, W. F. Churchill, Henry 


Knaub, Wallace Wolff, C. R. Goldenstein. 


The Messrs: Elmer Sasse, Oliver Wolff, Karl Friedeman, Car! 


Dumler, August Brei, Carl Grothen. 


Alternates: Loyd Lewallen, Emil Sudman, Manley Wilson, William 


Horst, Walter Feye, Herman Langholz. 
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Proceedings 
of the 
SIXTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 
of the 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
of the 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran Church in America met for the opening Communion Serv- 
ice, Monday evening, May 8, 1950, at eight o'clock in St. John's 
Lutheran Church. Kussell, Kansas, The Rev. Theodore Althef, pastor. 
The Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, President of Synod preached the sermon 
based no II Kings 7:3-9, “We do not well: this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace.” President Wolff and Pastor Hugo 
H. F. Welchert, Secretary of Synod, who served as liturgist, were 
the administrants. 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Morning, May 9, 1950 


The morning devotions were conducted by the Convention 
Chaplain. 

The Convention was formally opened by the President, and 
the business session was called to order. 


The roll of clerical delegates was called (Cf. pp. 5.10) Forty 
four pastors responded to the roll call. 


The Committee on Credentials reported and by motion thirty- 
six laymen were seated as delegates to this Convention (Cf. pp. 5-10), 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel presented the order of 
business with minor changes. The order of business was adopted, 


By motion the bar of Synod, the first eight pews on both sides, 
was established. 


Formal greetings were brought to Synod, 


Mr. Fred Boxberger, President of St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Russell, Kansas, spoke words of welcome to the Convention, and 
called attention to the fact that St. John’s Lutheran Church is ob- 
serving its Fiftieth Anniversary. 

President Wolff responded. 

Dr. Ralph Tabor, Pastor of Luther Place Memorial Church, 
Washington, D. C., official representative of the United Lutheran 
Church to this Convention, and Dr. W. P. Hieronymus, President 
of Midland College, were recognized and received as advisory mem- 
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The President being called out of the session, the Secretary 
presented his report. 


5 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 


During the synodical year your secretary attended all but two 
meetings of the Executive Board, and did the usual secretarial work 
for the Synod and the Executive Board. 


Twelve hundred copies of the 1949 minutes of Synod were 
printed at the Enterprise Company in Blair, Nebraska. The cost 
of printing and mailing was $623.51. 


The following proposed amendment to the By-Laws of the 
synodical Constitution is hereby submitted to Synod for adoption: 


We, the undersigned desire a change in the By-Laws of the 
Constitution of Synod to the effect that No. 2 under B of Article 
III shall be amended to read: 


2. Two clerical delegates shall be chosen in succession from 
the roll of active pastors according to the length of their service 
to Synod. Delegates to complete the clerical quota of our Synod 
shall be elected by ballot. Nominations of clerical delegates may 
not be permitted. Each member of Synod may vote for as many 
clerical delegates as are to be elected. A majority of votes cast 
shall be necessary to an election. 


SIGNED 
Paul H. G. Moessner M. A. Ritzen 
Hugo H. F. Welchert George Housewright 
L. J. Wolff Walter Rowoldt 
C. A. Myrom Fred Ollendorf 
W. Jobman Werner P. Welchert 
H. Joens C. R. Goldenstein 
W. F. V. Churchill Pp. O. Anderson 


Your secretary herewith formally presents to the secretary of 
records in the archive a printed copy of the minutes of Synod for 
1949, which, after examination and correction by the Committee on 
Protocol, and approval by Synod, shall be the official minutes of 
Synod for 1949. 
| Respectfully submitted, 
| HUGO H. F. WELCHERT, Secretary. 


| 


The Report was referred to the Committee on Protocol and 
Secretary’s Report. 


The Report of the President was presented with additions. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


By God’s grace we are permitted to assemble for this Sixty- 
first Convention of our Midwest Synod, marking the sixtieth anni- 
versary of our beginning as a Synod. Humbly we bow before the 
Lord of the Church, Jesus Christ, to give thanks to Him for His 
grace and strength during the past year. We also pay a tribute to 
faithful workers in our Synod, who have gone before us, during the 
past sixty years, in the words of Justus Falckner: 
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“Saints and heroes, long before us, 

Firmly on this ground have stood, g 
See their banner waving o’er us, 

Conquerors through the Saviour’s blood! \ 
Ground we hold, whereon of old 

Fought the faithful and the bold.” 


It is difficult to evaluate the work of Synod, because the de- 
velopment of the spiritual life of its members cannot be measured. 
Although there are a number of evidences, which are reasons for 
rejoicing, yet the apparent lack of real zeal and the urgency of 
Christ, on the part of so many members in our congregations causes 
us concern. To awaken in the hearts of all our people, the love 
of Christ to the extent that they commit all they are and have 
for His work, this is our great task. Our hope for that is not 
in programs and methods, as important as that might be. It is 
rather in the transforming power of the Word of God. “Not that 
we are sufficent of ourselves to think anything of ourselves; but 
our sufficiency is of God.” 


In 1950 special emphasis is placed on Evangelism and The 
Christian Higher Education Appeal. At this writing it is too 
early to give a full report on the results of these programs. How- 
ever, we can report that up to this time there has been a great 
deal of enthusiasm shown for both Evangelism and Christian Higher 
Education. 


We wish to express appreciation to the faithful work of our 
pastors and lay-people within our parishes. This is actually where 
the work of the Church is done, and not in an office in Lincoln. 
We also wish to thank the members of the various boards and com- 
mittees, especially the members of the ae board for their co- 
operation with this office. 


Routine work of your president included tthe preaching of sixty 
sermons, delivering twenty-two addresses, attending fifty-three 
meetings of boards and committees, forty conferences with Church 
Councils and thirty-three other meetings. 


ORDINATIONS 


Pastors Martin G. Schroeder and Edwin P. Bastian were both 
received by ordination at our last Synodical meeting in Wayne on 
May 17th. | 


RECEPTION OF PASTORS 


Pastor George Housewright, from the Illinois Synod, August, 
1949, 

Pastor P. O. Anderson, from the Nebraska Synod, October, 1949. 

Pastor Paul de Freese, from the Nebraska Synod, February, 1950. 

Pastor Henry D. Trawney, from the West Canada Synod, May 
1, 1950. 

Pastor Frederick Freytag, from the Wartburg Synod, May 1, 
1950. 
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TRANSFER OF PASTORS TO OTHER SYNODS 


Pastor Otto K. Oelke, to the Nebraska Synod, September, 1949. 

Pastor Grant Van Boening, to the Iowa Synod, September, 1949. 

Pastor Paul C. Kuehner, to the Nebraska Synod, October, 1949. 

Pastor Alvin D. Havekost, to the Rocky Mt. Synod, April 27, 
1950. 


LOSS OF CONGREGATIONS 


St. John’s, Lincoln, with a membership of 12, for a number of 
years worshipping in the home of Dr. F. Rabe, dissolved, January 
1, 1950. 

St. John’s Falls City, part of the St. Peter’s, St. John’s parish, 
membership of 28 voted to dissolve January 1, 1950. Some of these 
members will transrer to St. Peter’s. 


Zion’s Gering voted to leave Synod last year, when their pastor 
left to return to the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


CALLS AND INSTALLATIONS 


Pastor Martin G. Schroeder, began work at Messiah, Grand 
Island May 22, 1949, was installed June 26, 1949. 


Pastor Edwin P. Bastian began work at Immanuel, Hastings, 
May 22, 1949, was installed July 3, 1949. 


Pastor Harvey Bernhardt began work at Christ's, Wisner, July 
3, 1949, was installed, July 10, 1949. 


Pastor George Housewright began work at St. John’s, Ridge- 
ley, Scribner August 4, 1949, was installed October 16, 1949. 


Pastor H. O. Rhode began work at St. Paul’s Darrouzett, Sep- 
tember 1, 1949, was installed November 13, 1949. 


Pastor P. O. Anderson began work at St. John’s, Schuyler, 
October 2, 1949 was installed November 20, 1949. 


Pastor Warren Churchill began work at St. Peter’s, Creston 


= — Paul's, Leigh, September 11, 1949 was installed November 


Pastor Henry Knaub began work at St. Mark's, Bloomfield 
December 1, 1949, was installed December 11, 1949. 


Pastor Paul de Freese began work at First St. Paul's, Hastings, 
February 1, 1950, was installed, February 12, 1950. 


Pastor Wm. Goede began work at Christ’s Ellis on February 
19, 1950, was installed on March 26, 1950. 


Pastor Edwin P. Bastian began work at St. Matthew’s, Johnson, 
February 26, 1950, was installed April 23, 1950. | 


Pastor Alvin Havekost has accepted a call to become Executive 
Secretary of the Council of Churches in the state of Colorado. 


Pastor Frederick Fre cc 2 2 sell, 
Kansas, May 1, 1950. ytag accepted a call to Trinity, Rus 


Pastor Wallace Wolff acce 
installed May 14, 1950. pted a call to Trinity, Winside, w 
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Pastor Henry Trawney accepted a call to St. John’s, Sterling, 
effective May 21. 

Pastor Fred Ollendorf accepted a call to St. Paul's Northboro, 
effective June 11. 

Candidate Earl Heuser has accepted a call from Zion’s, Han- 
over, subject to his ordination at this convention. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Trinity Tea, South Dakota, T. G. Kuehner, Pastor, 60th Anni- 
versary. Services August 28, 1949. Speakers, Pastors M. A. Rit- 
zen, D.D., and Lorin J. Wolff. 


Zion’s, Hanover, Kansas, Otto Oelke, Pastor, 75th Anniversary. 
Services September 4, 1949. Speakers, the Pastors, K. Klinger and 
President of Synod. 


St. John’s Ridgeley, Scribner, George Housewright, Pastor, 75th 
Anniversary. Services, October 16, 1949. Speaker, President of 
Synod. 


St. Peter’s, Falls City, H. M. Biedenweg, Pastor, 80th Anniversary, 
Services October 22, 1949. Speakers, The Pastors, Herman Goede, 
Fred Loeffler, Andreas Bard, and President of Synod. 


IN MEMORIAM 


| Mrs. Martin Koolen, wife of Pastor Koolen died on May 17, 
1949. Funeral services were held in Frieden’s Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln, with the Pastors Dr. Herman Goede and the President of 
Synod officiating. 


Mrs. Martha Waldschmidt, widow of the late Pastor Paul Wald- 
schmidt and her son, Captain Hugo Waldschmidt were killed in an 
auto accident on June 13, 1949. Funeral services were held in 
Frieden’s Lutheran Church in Lincoln, with the pastors: Dr. Herman 
Goede, Dr. O. W. Ebright and the President of Synod officiating. 


Mrs. F. W. Nolte, wife of Pastor Nolte, Sr., died on November 
10, 1949. Funer- l services were held in St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Westboro, Missouri, with the pastors: A. B. Lentz, M. A. Ritzen 
and E. C. Hansen officiating. 

We convey our heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved, and com- 


mend them to the love and care of the “God of all Comforts.” 
CORNER STONE LAYING 


Resurrection, Gretna, Nebraska, E. J. Moede, Pastor. Services 
on July 24, 1949. Speaker, President of Synod. 


United Lutheran, Lincoln, E. C. Hansen, Pastor. Services on 


October 2, 1949. President of Synod, speaker. 
Trinity Lutheran, Russell, Kansas. Services on April 23, 1950. 
Pastors T. Althof, C. Rautenstrauss, and R. Moehring participated. 


NEW CHURCHES 


Good Shepherd, Lindy, Nebraska, Erich Petersen, Pastor. Serv- 
ices of dedication held May 29, 1949. Speakers were the pastors: 


—i9— 


| 
‘ 
‘ 
1 


— —ꝛ—ͤ 


H. O. Rhode and the President of Synod. The church is a frame 
building of 24’ x 48’ with a 54-foot bell tower and cost about $17,000. 


St. Mark’s, Pender, Nebraska, Walter E. Rowoldt, Pastor. Serv- 
ices of dedication were held on October 30, 1949, with the Pastors. 
Paul Rowoldt, Henry Rowoldt, R. R. Belter and the President of 
Synod having part in the services. The church is of Gothic design, 
built of brick with stone trim. The inside dimensions are 109’ x 34’, 
with a seating capacity of 440. 


OTHER IMPROVEMENTS 


First Lutheran, Oklahoma City, Fred H. Bloch, pastor purchased 
a new parish house. 


St. John’s, Scribner, Herman Joens, pastor, enlarged their church 
and built a new basement, cost about $17,000. Rededication serv- 
ices were held on January 8, 1950. 


Christ Lutheran, Louisville, Nebraska, A. B. Lentz, pastor, 
renovated and redecorated the interior of their church, including 
celotex on walls and ceiling and new oak floors. Cost about $1300. 


St. Paul’s, Uehling, Nebraska, Hugo H. F. Welchert, pastor, en- 
larged the church and built a new basement. Re-dedication services 
were held on March 19, 1950. 


Salem, Fontanelle, M. A. Ritzen, pastor, redecorated the in- 
terior of their church at a cost of about 31500. 


Immanuel, Hoisington, Kansas, C. Rautenstrauss, pastor, in 
stalled a new electronic organ. ; 


St. Peter’s Falls City, H. M. Biedenweg, Pastor, installed 2 
new electronic organ. 


St. John’s, Schuyler, P. O. Anderson, pastor, enlarged their 
church and built a new basement. 


St. John’s, Westboro, F. W Nolte, pastor, remodeled their par- 
sonage at a cost of $2,200.00. | | 


Zion Lutheran, Wakeeney, R. Moehring, pastér, installed a new 
electronic organ. | 


Christ’s Lutheran, Ellis, purchased new choir robes, new garage, 
tables and chairs, and renovated the parsonage at a cost of $2,800.00 
exclusive of labor. | 


RETIREMENTS | 


Pastor Fred Loeffler, after having served our Synod for thrity- 
seven years retired from the active ministry on April 1, 1950. 


Pastor P. O. Spehr, Sr., after thirty-seven years in the min- 
istry and thirty-six years of service in our Synod, retired from 
the active ministry, January 1, 1950. | 

RE-ALIGNMENT OF PARISHES 


Immanuel Lutheran Church at Madison is now being supplied 
by Pastor Fred Ollendorf of Platte Center. 2 | . 


—20-- 


1 
* 
* 
— 
4 
4 
2 
3 
7 
* 
1 
| 
7 
> 


St. Matthew’s, Pleasant Valley is now being supplied by Pastor 
George Housewright of Ridgeley. 

St. Luke’s, Stanton is now supplied by Pastor Ralph Ritzen 
of Pilger. 

St. Paul’s, Leigh, is temporarily aligned with St. Peters at 
Creston in a parish, until they are able to call their own pastor. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE 


Pastor T. Schmunk on one year’s leave. 
Pastor F. Waldorf Lau, on leave, to take graduate studies at 
Ghicago Lutheran Seminary. 


VACANT CONGREGATIONS 


St. John’s, Sterling, supplied by Pastor E. Walter. 
St. Paul’s, Diller, supplied by Pastor A. Huneke. 

Le r Paul's, Linn, supplied by Pastor Rholf of Palmer, Kansas. 
Zion, Hanover, supplied by Seminary students. 
St. Paul’s Northboro, supplied by Seminary students. 
Immanuel, Hastings, supplied by Paster M. A. Jensen, retired. 
Zion, Diller, supplied bv Pastor Fred Loeffler, retired. 
St. John’s, Columbus, supplied by one students. 
Trinity, Russell, Kansas. 


DESTRUCTION OF CHURCH 


Dreieinigkeits (Trinity) of Russel, Kansas, March 18, 1950. 
Respectfully submitted, 
LORIN JOHN WOLFF. 


The Report was referred to the Committee on President's Report. 
The Executive Board’s Report was presented with additional 
recommendations. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The Executive Board of Synod met six times during the synod- 
ical year. | 
May 18, 1949 at Wayne, Nebraska 
July 6, 1949 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
August 31, 1949 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
November 1, 1949 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
January 27, 1950 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
March 13, 1950 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
The August 31 meeting was held jointly with the Synodical 
Board of Home Missions. 


ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND APPROVAL 


1. With reference to the Linguistic Policy of the U. CA. and 
Synod's action (See Page 91 of 1949 Minutes) the following action 
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was taken: That the Executive Board recommend to the Synodical 
Board of Home Missions that it proceed according to the present 
U.L.C.A. linguistic policy in proceeding with — work at Great 
Bend, Kansas, and Peru. 


2. The Executive Board received and takes note of the fol- 
lowing resolution adopted by the Northern Conference: “Resolved 
that the Northern Conference hereby express its conviction that 
the present paragraph in the Midwest Synodical Constitution in 
regard to the matter of pastors being members of secret orders 
or lodges should be retained as our rule and be part of any merger 
constitution, and that the Executive Committee of Synod be in- 
formed of our action.” 


3. A gas heating unit was installed in the President's home 
and the old oil burner sold. 


4. The Committee on Lutheran Student Work was granted 
permission to send a letter to pastors and church council men, and 
to use it as publicity for Lutheran Student Work. 


5. The quota of $7.00 per communing member was accepted for 
the C. H. E. V. Appeal. 


6. Niobrara Lutheran Church of Niobrara, Nebraska paid its 
loan with interest in full. 


7. The United Lutheran Publication House paid the second note 
and interest due September 1, 1949 jn the amount of $2625.00. 


8. The following appointments were made: 
CHE Y 
Director Pastor Fred Bloch 


Kansas Conference 


Pastors: Arthur Huneke, Theodore Althof, J. Schrader, 
H. O. Rhode 


Messrs: Loyd Lewallen, Karl Friedeman, Herman Lang- 
holz, August Brei. 


Southern Conference 


Pastors: Herman Goede, A. B. Lentz, Martin G. Schroed- 
er, Norman Schroeder. 


Messrs: Ulrich Harmon, Martin Koolen, C. A. Myrom, 
John Huttenmeyer. 


Northern Conference 


Pastors: Ralph Ritzen, W. F. Churchill, Kenneth de 
Freese, R. Jobman. 


Messrs: Ray Spath, Emil Sudman, Mrs. George Swan- 
son, Mrs. Wallace Johnson. | 
Committee on The Lutheran | 


Pastors: William Goede, Erich Petersen, C. H. Kemper, 
Arthur Huneke. 
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Parish Education 
Pastors: Carl H. Goede, A. C. Baughman, Mr. Carl 
Grothen. 
Worship 


Pastor M. A. Ritzen. | 


9. At the joint meeting of the Executive Board und Synodical 
Board of Home Missions the following was authorized. 


A. That the Executive Board of the Evangelical Lutheran | 
Synod in the Midwest guarantee 50% of the loan of | 
$7000.00, being made to Havelock Evangelical Lutheran | 
Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, by Charies Phillips, for a 
maximum of 20 years, and that the Executive Board 
authorize the President of Synod to have the proper 7 
papers drawn up. | 

B. That the President have executed the proper papers ) 
for a loan of $3000.00 from the Synodical Board of Home 
Missions at Havelock Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lin- 
coln, Nebraska, Of this amount $1500.00 to be loan- m 
ed now, and $1500.00 when that amount is received 
from the Niobrara Lutheran Church, Niobrara, Nebras- 
ka; said loan not to exceed à period of 20 years, with 
an interest rate of 1 per cerit, and to be used for the 
building of the new church. 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO SYNOD 


1. That Synod urge each congregation to send its pastor 
and a layman to the 1950 U.L.C.A. Convention at Des Moines for 
all or part of the sessions, and that Synod appoint a committee to 
promote interest and attendance at the convention. 


2. That since favorable action has been taken by the Nebraska 
and Kansas Synods to discuss Merger, Synod empower the Execu- 
tive Board of Synod to appoint a Merger Committee. 


3. That Synod adopt the recommendation of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Trustees of Midland College to approve 
the accumulated operating deficit, the expenses of repairing the 
roof of the administration building and cost of new boilers amount- 
ing to $119,375.00, being made a first claim on the CHEY funds 
received by the College. 

4. That upon the approval by the Executive Board of the 
U.L.C.A., Synod officially join the Lutheran Welfare Council of 

Nebraska. 

5. That upon the approval by the Executive Board of the 
U.L.C.A., Synod adopt the proposed constitution of the Nebraska 
Lutheran Social Service. | 

6. That Synod instruct its Executive Board to prepare the | 
proper questions to the Commission of Adjudication of the U. L C. A. 
to test the statement of the Executive Board of the U.L.C.A. en- 
titled, Linguistic Policy of the United Lutheran Church in America 
in Relation to ita New Missions. 1 

7. That the following Budget be adopted for 1961: 


4 
4 


| 

— 


„ 


— — - — 


Synodical Home Missions $ 3,500.00 
10,000.00 
Central Seminary 4,000.00 
Beneficiary FEducatioꝙt nnn 3,850.00 
Lutheran Student Work 575.00 
Social Missions _... 3,300.00 


1. $ 900.00 Synodical Relief 
2 800.00 Chaplaincy Work 
8. 1,600.00 Family and Child Care 


Synodical Paper * — 800.00 
850.00 
Synodical Administration 3,500.00 
Parish Education 100.00 
— 5,500.00 


1. $4,000.00 Salary 
2. 716.00 Expense 
3. 184.00 Pension | 
4. 600.00 Repayment and Maintenance 
900.00 
D 837,475.00 for Midwest 
Synod 
66,063.00 for U.L.C.A. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Your Executive Board, 
HUGO H. F. WELCHERT, Secretary. 


The Report was referred to the Committee on Executive Board’s 
Report. (Cf. Committee Report, Session 4, pp. 54, 55. | 

Pastor Theodore Althof introduced Mr. W. R. Shaffer, Mayor 
of the City of Russell. Mr. Shaffer greeted and welcomed the con- 
vention to Russell. 

The Report of the Treasurer was presented by the President 
in the absence of the Treasurer, Pastor G. K. Wiencke. 


THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
January 15, 1949 to January 10, 1950 
BALANCE SHEET 


RECEIPTS 
$ 2,731.79 
Women’s Missionary Society for Syn. Home Mission 150.00 
Midwest Brotherhood for Institution Chaplaincy _....... 300.00 
Note with interest, paid 
Niobrara congregation, Home Mission Loan und 
Interest paid We 2,530.00 
Women’s Missionary Society for Christmas Fung 20.00 
Sale of Oil Burner in President’s Home 15.00 
RECEIVED TOTAL AMOUNTS ____ $121,274.42 
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DISBURSEMENTS 


To United Lutheran Church Funds $ 61,889.85 
To Midwest Synod Funds . 51,806.01 

DISBURSED 
$113,695.86 
7,578.56 
$121,274.42 


January 10, 1950 Balance in Carson National Bank 
at Auburn, Neb., and On 7,578.56 


STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
January 15, 1949 to January 10, 1950 


UNITED LUTH. CHURCH Receipts Total Disbursements Balance 


For Apportionment: . $ 32,521.00 $ 32,521.00 8. 
FOR SPECIALS: 
Foreign Missions w 1.497.388 
Social Missions 90.00 
Board of Pensions 

American Bible Soc ey 
Children of the Church 4 
Lutheran World Action 27,376.00 9 

All Specials Total 8 $ 29,368.85 

United Lutheran Church Funds 

TOTAL AMOUNTS 61,889.85 5 61,889.85 

For Synodical Home Missions: 
1111 $ 3,200.00 
67.00 


Syn: Women’s Miss. Soc’y 150.00 
Niobrara Luth. Church 
payment of Mortgage 


and Interest ____.. 2,530.00 
$ 5,947.00 
Disbursed: 

To Syn. Home Mission Treasurer $ 5,380.00 $567.00 
For Midland College: 

6,500.00 

538.00 

e $ 7,038.00 $ 6,923.00 $115.00 


For Beneficiary Education: 
January 15 Balance _..$ 600.00 


vanced for ist Se- 


mester 1950 600.00 
1 805.55 
$ 3,505.55 
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UNITED LUTH. CHURCH Receipts Total Disbursements Balance 
To Treasurer of Benefi- 
$600.00 
For Western Lutheran Seminary : 
Received Special! 50.00 50.00 
For Central Lutheran Seminary: 
Specials 25.00 
1,525.00 $ 1,525.00 
For Lutheran Student work: 
$ 150.00 
899.00 
eee $ 1,349.00 $ 740.00 $609.00 
For Tabitha Home: 
$ 1,317.00 
2,801.64 2,801.64 
. 1. 924.75 1,924.75 
Building 5,568.00 5,168.00 $100.00 
For Family ard Child Welfare: 
. $ 1,600.00 $ 1,600.00 
1,039.05 1,039.05 
$ 2,639.05 
Institutional Chaplaincy: 
* 500.00 
From Midwest Syn. 
Brotherhood 300.00 
Totals 
Synodical Relief: $ 450.00 120.00 $330.00 
. 8 50.00 $ 50.00 
ror Midwest Lutheran: 
$ 800.00 $ 800.00 
Subscriptions 567.19 547.10 20.00 
Z $ 1,367.19 
r 8 47.25 $ 47.25 
Synodical Stewardship: 
Balance on Hand $ 198.90 
462.00 
Offerings at Steward- 
ship Pieture 73.00 
$ 733.90 $ 694.76 $ 39.14 
For Synodical Treasury: 
January 15 Balance __$ 47.03 
2,577.00 
135.66 
6.12 
$ 2,765.81 $ 2,620.27 $145.54 
Parish Education Committee 120.00 97.90 22.10 
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UNITED LUTH. CHURCH Receipts Total Disbursements Halance 


President's Office: 


8 325.65 

4,402.00 

Offering for travelling 
488.60 
mA 
Maintenance of Synod House: 8 60000 $ 260.56 $339.44 
Women’s Missionary Society: .$ 8,118.68 ß 7,730.27 $388.41 
Midwest Brotherhood. 240.25 $ 205.25 $ 35.00 
Midwest Luther League $ 346.15 5 — i 
Kansas Conference 8 50.15 5 

Southern Nebraska Conference: 12.00 
For Retired Pastors and Widows: 

Balance on Hane 4 41.35 

Christmas 252.00 
— 293.35 $ 230.00 63.35 
Miscellaneous Benevolence: 

Balance on Hand 10.00 

Care and Food Packages 90.50 

Institutions of Mercy - 261.00 

Sudan Interior Mission 57.25 

38.00 

lowa Welfare 58.00 

Cerman Children for 
Christem ass 100.00 

Reformation Fend 5.00 

89.00 
D 8 708.75 5 627.75 8 81.00 
. 99.00 $ 99.00 


Emergency Revolving Fund. 
January 10 Balance 

on Hand 1,068.86 
The United Luth. 

Publication House 

Phila., Pu., Pay- 

ment of Note and 


2,625.00 
Specials 

(surplus cents) 6.90 
$ 3,700.85 
Disbursed - 


To Sec. of Com. on 


History of Synod 8 


200.00 $3,500.85 


Midwest Synod Funds 


Total Amoun ts 359,384.57 
SUMMARY 
RECEIPTS: 

For United Lutheran Church 
$ 61,889.85 
Midwest Synod Funds 59,384.57 
Received Total Amounts 121,274.42 
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$51,806.01 $7,578.56 
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DISBURSEMENTS: 
To United Lutheran Church 


61,889.85 

To Midwest Synod Funde 51,806.01 
Disbursed Total Amounts $113,695.86 
7,578.56 
$121,274.42 


Balance on Hand 
January 10, 1950 .$ 17,578.56 


Respectfully submitted, 


_ GUSTAV K. WIENCKE, SR., Treasurer 


OFFICE OF FULL-TIME PRESIDENT 


Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 
January 15, 1949 to January 10, 1950 


Receipts: 
Offering collected for travelling expense 488.60 
Receipts Total Amount —— 5,216.25 
Disbursement: 
3,339.00 
Pension: Share of President 161.00 
161.00 
Expenses 1.128.77 
President's House: 
Receipts: 
15.00 
Total Amounts __ — 600.00 
Disbursements: | 
Repair of Heating Plant 54.50 
For Janetral Conv. Burner 179.06 
Total Amountss $ 260.56 
SYNODICAL TREASURY 
Receipts: 
January 15, Balance ___ ea $ 47.03 
Specials 
Receipts Total Amount $2,765.81 
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Disbursements: 
Executive Board 


55.40 
Office of President, Supplies 29.52 . 
Secretary, 39.17 
Secretary 13.21 
157.90 
175.00 | 
50.00 
Mise. Expenses for Convention 3 40.34 
1,025.00 
45.35 
623.51 
Miscellaneous 17.19 
Disbursements Total Amount $2,620.27 
%% — 145.54 
Balance on Hand Jan. 10, ~~. $145.54 | 
G. K. WIENCKE, Treasurer. 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD | 
January 15, 1949 to January 10, 1950 
Cash Receipts of Benevolence 
Unappor- Total 
Apportionment tioned Amounts 
1. Auburn, Nebraska St. John’s $ 1,138.00 $ 552.21 $ 1,690.21 | 
2. Bennington, Nebraska St. John's 749.00 774.80 1,523.80 
3. Bloomfield, Nebraska St. Marks 2,762.00 2,134.60 4,396.60 
4. Bloomfield, Nebraska Good Shepherd 323.00 285.00 608.00 
5. Blue Hill, Nebraska St. Paul's 437.00 7.45 1,244.45 
6. Chappell, Nebraska Grace 23.00 65.60 88.60 
7. Columbus, Nebraska Trinity 2 269.00 1,151.90 3,420.90 
8. Columbus, Nebraska St. John’s 1,332.00 1,427.00 2,759.00 
9. Creston, Nebraska St. Peter’s 1,032.00 948.36 1,980.36 i 
10. Darrouzett, Texas St. Paul’s 510.00 1,055.00 1,565.00 
11. Diller, Nebraska St. Paul's 1,102.00 988.00 2,090.00 | 
12. Diller, Nebraska Zion 213.35 213.35 
13. Ellis, Kansas Christ 1,252.00 1,354.40 2,606.40 
14. Emerson, Nebraska St. Paul’s 319.00 893.70 1,212.70 
15. Falls City, Nebraska St. Peter’s 271.00 489.50 760.50 
16. Falls City, Nebraska St. John’s 112.00 90.00 202.00 
. Fontanelle, Nebraska Salem 1,111.00 998.00 2,109.00 
18. Glenvil, Nebraska St. Paul’s 600.00 972.65 1,572.65 
19. Gothenburg, Nebraska Zion 1,136.00 1,384.40 2,520.40 
20. Grand Island, Nebraska Messiah 931.00 1,570.60 2,501.60 
21. Gretna, Nebraska. Resurrection 499.00 379.00 878.00 
22. Hanover, Kansas Zion 476.00 675.00 1,151.00 : 
23. Hollenburg, Kansas Silver Cliff 148.00 111.50 259.50 
24. Hastings. Nebraska First St. Paul's 3,002.00 1,656.63 4,658.63 
25. Hastings, Nebraska South St. Paul’s 100.00 242.32 342.32 
26. Hastings, Nebraska Immanuel 504.00 471.75 975.75 
r 
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Hildreth, Nebraska 
Hoisington, Kansas 
Home, Kansas 
Hooper, Nebraska 
Hooper, Nebraska 
Johnson, Nebraska 
Lanham, Nebraska 
Leigh, Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


Linn, Kansas 
Lipscomb, Texas 
Lodgepole, Nebraska 
Louisville, Nebraska 
Madison, Nebraska 
Niobrara, Nebraska 
Norfolk, Nebraska 


. Northboro, Iowa 


Ohiowa, Nebraska T. 
Ohiowa, Nebraska C. 
Oklahoma City, Okla.’ 
Otoe, Nebraska 
Papillion, Nebraska 
Pender, Nebraska 
Pender, Nebraska 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Pierce, Nebraska 
Pilger, Nebraska 


St. Peter’s 
Imrancvel 
Friedens 
Zion 

St. Paul’s 
St. Matthew’s 
St. John’s 
St. Paul’s 
Frieden’s 
St. John’s 
Havelock 
Zion 

St. Paul’s 
St. John’s 
Immanucl 


Christ 
Immanuel 
Lutheran 
St. John’s 
St. Paul’s 
St. John’s 
St. John’s 
First Lutheran 
St. John’s 
Trinity 
St. Mark’s 
St. Peter’s 
Zion 
Christ 

St. Peter’s 


Platte Center, NebraskaZion 


Pleasant Valley, Nebr. 
Russell, Kansas 
Russell, Kansas 
Schuyler, Nebraska 
Scribner, Nebraska 
Scribner, Ridgeley, Neb. 
Stanton, Nebraska 
Sterling, Nebraska 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
Sutton, Nebraska 
Syracuse, Nebraska 
Tea, South Dakota 
Uehling, Nebraska 
Wakeeney, Kansas 
Wayne, Nebraska 
Westboro, Missouri 
Winside, Nebraska 
Wisner, Nebraska 
Yutan, Nebraska 


St. Matthew’s 
St. John’s 
Trinity 

St. John’s 

St. John’s 

St. John’s 
St. Luke’s 
St. John’s 
Salem 

Zion 


820.00 
600.00 
173.00 
1,586.00 
1.750.900 
530.00 
1,039.00 
214.00 
2,002.00 


304.00 
618.00 
180.00 
1,572.00 
270.00 


710.00 
188.00 
455.00 
736.00 
631.00 
153.00 


3,795.00 
230.90 


1,570.00. 


690.00 
109.00 
330.00 
523.00 
599.00 
379.00 


100.00 


3,610.00 
615.00 
587.00 
400.00 
935.90 
170.00 
686.00 
522.00 

80.00 
206.00 
252.00 

83.00 
840.00 
798.00 

1,656.00 
922.00 

1,057.00 
768.00 


1,130.45 


808.50 
240.00 
305.00 
430.88 
374.03 

76.00 


2,743.20 


228.21 
192.00 


553.43 


508.60 
106.00 
610.00 
339.35 
300.50 
163.60 
285.53 
226.93 
415.20 
810.25 


1,538.40 


606.70 
614.14 


1,169.00 


$59,181.00 $53,499.63 


a2 

1,005.67 1,895.67 

788.00 18800 
421.60 50460 
1,169.14 2788.10 
2,108.35 3,858.35 
460.59 990.59 
| 745.80 1,784.80 
: 365.60 579.60 
: 1,399.50 3,401.50 
1 48.00 48.00 3 
| 37. 411.20 76.9 
1 88. 435.07 1,053.07 
39. 215.00 395.00 
40. 610.00 2,182.00 
41. 136.00 406.0 § 
42. 519.62 1229.62 

43. 233.20 421.20 

44. 331.34 786.34 

45. 477.78 1,213.78 

802.00 1,433.00 

47. 767.55 920.55 

48. 432.00 432.00 

49. aa 2 016.00 5,811.0 

50. 333.00 563.00 

51. 799.00 2,369.00 

52. 1,820.45 

| 53. 917.50 

54. 570.00 

55. 828.00 

0 56. 1,029.88 

7. 753.08 

58. — 176.00 

59. W 6,353.20 

60. 843.21 

61. 

62. ö 953.43 
60. 1443.60 

64. 276.00 

65. 1,296.00 

66. 861.35 

67. 380.50 

21 68. First Lutheran 369.60 

— Trinity 537.58 

. 70. St. Paul's 309.93 

4 Zion 1,255.20 

72. Redeemer’s 1,608.25 

73. St. John's 3.194. 40 

74. Trinity 1,528.70 

— Christ 1,671.14 

St. John’s 1,937.00 


Congregational Total $112,680.63 
Private Contributions 6.00 214. 220.00 
Contributions from Organizations: 
Midwest W. M. S. for synodical 

Home Missions | 150.00 
Midwest W. M. S. for Christmas Fund 20.00 
Midwest Brotherhood for Nebraska 

Lutheran Welfare Institutional 


Chaplaincy 300.00 
One Film Rental 2.00 
472.00 
$59,187.00 $54,185.63 
Midwest Synod Total Benevolence $113,372.63 
Total 
Amounts 
Various Receipts 
Payment of Home Mission Loan and Interest by 
Niobrara Lutheran Church $ 2,530.00 
United Lutheran Publication House 
Payment of Note and interest 2,625.00 
Sale of Oil Burner in President’s House 15.00 
January 15, 1949-January 10, 1950 Total $118,542.63 
January 15, 1949, Cash Balance 2,731.79 
Total Receipts, January 10, 1950 $121,274.42 


Auburn, Nebraska, January 10, 1950 
G. K. WIENCKE, Treasurer 


Reverend Lorin J. Wolff, President, 

The Evangelical-Lutheran Synod in the Midwest, 
1812 D. Street, 

Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Dear Sir: 

I have made an examination of the records and statements of the 
Treasurer of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest for the 
period ended January 10, 1950, and submit my report which consists 
of the following: 


1. Certificate. 


2. Treasurer’s Report. 
a. Balance Sheet 
b. Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements. 


e. Cash Receipts of benevolence. 


Comments: 

Cash receipts for the period were $121,274.42, disbursements 
were $113,695.86 and the balance as of January 10, 1950 is $7,578.56. 
A detailed check was made of all records and receipts and dis- 
bursements including an examination of bank statements, deposit 
slips, canceled checks, remittance forms and receipts issued. 


The bank balance per statement of the Carson National Bank, 
Auburn, Nebr., reconciles to the cash balance as follows: 
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Bank Reconciliation 
Bank balance per statement, January 10, 1950 $13,243.70 
Less: Checks outstanding 


1,329.00 
773.00 

5,665.14 
Cash balance, January 10, 1950 $ 7,578.56 
Recommendations: 


Printed remittance receipts and a printed corporation check 
book are now used by the Treasurer. The receipts and checks are 
numbered by the Treasurer. 


I recommend that the Treasurer’s remittance receipts and the 
corporation checks be prenumbered by the printer. The receipts 
should be in duplicate so that the duplicate may be retained by the 
Treasurer for his records. 

Conclusion: 


I wish to express my appreciation to the Treasurer and other 
members of the Executive Board for the cooperation given in making 
the audit. | 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) EDWIN A. SCOTT. 
CERTIFICATE 


I have examined the records of the Treasurer, Gustav K. Wiencke, 
of the Evangelical-Lutheran Synod in the Midwest for the year 
ended, January 10, 1950, haye examined or tested accounting rec- 
ords and other supporting evidence, by methods and to the extent 
I deemed appropriate. The examination was made in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards and includes all pro- 
cedures which were considered necessary in the circumstances. 


In my opinion the accompanying statements of receipts, dis- 
bursements, and financial statement present fairly the position 
the Evangelical-Lutheran Synod in the Midwest at January 10, 1950, 
and the results of its operation for the period, in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

EDWIN. A. SCOTT, 
Public Accountant. 

The Report was referred to the Review Committee. 

Attention was called to the fact that a bound volume of letters 
— ee of Pastor Wiencke’s years of service will be presen 

im. 


— of the Satistician, Archivist, and Necrologist, was pre- 
sented. | 


REPORT OF STATISTICIAN, NECROLOGIST, ARCHIVIST 


In the upper right hand corner of each parochial report, we 
find stamped in red letters, “Mail both white copies by January 31. 
1950.“ Fourteen pastors and congregational secretaries must not 
have seen this red stamp, because their reports are missing for 
1949. But important figures from 1948 for these congregations have 
deen added to this year's report. 
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In 1948 we recorded an increase in baptised members of 591. 

For 1949 we can report an increase in the same column of only 
287. This is less than 4 per congregation. For 1949 we list 76 con- - 
gregations. Two of these congregations will not be listed next year: | 
namely—St. John, Lincoln and St. John, Falls City. During the : | 
year we lost the Gering congregation by transfer to another synod. 
We find in our synod 12 congregations which are supplied by pastors | 
from other congregations of our synod. We report that 10 con- a 
gregations are vacant. However, some of these may have a pastor 
in the near future. 


Fifty-three congregations use the English language exclusively 
and 22 use English and German and one small congregation uses 


only German. 

Comparison of Some Statistics ) | 

In- De- 1 

i 1948 1949 crease crease 

Baptised members 23,210 23,497 287 0 1 

Confirmed members 16,503 16,669 166 0 i | 

Communing members 13.171 13,073 0 98 : 

Members of Men’s Societies 623 667 44 0 | 

Members of Women’s 

. 3,108 3,132 24 0 

Members of Sunday Schools 6,494 6,605 111 0 | 

Property value $1,767,109 $2,046,567 $279,458 0 | 
a 60,47 141.989 81,514 0 
Congregational Expenses . 450,237 478,198 27,961 0 
Apportionment paid 59,521 59,181 0 340 
Unapportioned paid 51,560 53,512 1,952 0 
Total Expenditures 561,318 590,891 29,573 0 


Communing membership on whick apportionment is to be paid 
or based is 11,677. This figure represents the communing members 


of all synodical congregations of 1949. 
i 


During 1949 the following were placed into the synodical ar- 
chive: Dedication brochure of St. Mark’s Lutheran Congregation, 
Pender, Nebraska. correspondence regarding the matters of Pas- 
tor Fullgrabe; several cuts of Midland College; and other ma- 
terials, including the obituaries of Mrs. M. Koolen, Mrs. Paul 
Waldschmidt, Hugo Waldschmidt, and Mrs. F. Nolte. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. C. HANSEN. 


The Report was referred to the Committee on Statistical Sec- 
retary’s Report. 
A supplementary report was received and the recommendation, 
that certain volumes now in the Archive of Synod be loaned to 
} Central Lutheran Seminary and Midland College for an indefinite 
1 period of time, was adopted. 
' The Committee on Tellers was announced. | 
After a 15 minute recess, the Convention was called to order. 
Mr. Kurt Weber, representative of the United Lutheran Publica- 
tion House, called attention to the display and urged Synod to 
avail itself of every service offered by the Publication House at 


Chicago and Philadelphia. 
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The Convention Committees were announced by the President, 


By motion, Mr. William Von Waaden of Zion Lutheran Church, 
Hanover, Kansas, was seated as delegate. 


The Business Manager of The Midwest Lutheran presented his 


report. 
REPORT OF THE MANAGER OF THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


Ten issues of the Midwest Lutheran have been published since 
the meeting of the Synod last year. 


We are now printing 5800 copies. That is 1000 more than 
we were printing at Synod time last year. A great deal of this 
increase of subscriptions is due to the splendid work of Miss Kram- 
beck as assistant to the manager. 


Our financial report includes payment of bills for two months 
publication of last year, and expenses of the assistant to the man- 


ager. 
Financial Statement 

Balance on hand last Synokdkss $ 209.07 
Received 

700.00 

1 861.24 
Expended. 

Publiea tion 1,482.36 

Office supplies and expense _............. 100.69 
Total Expended 1,583.05 1,583.05 

Balance on Hand to date 187.26 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. F. V. Churchill. 


The Report was referred to the Committee on Audit of Man- 
ager of The Midwest Lutheran. 


Election of Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheran was 
ordered. 

Pastor W. F. Churchill was nominated. By motion, the -nom- 
inations were closed. 

Conference Secretaries reported. 


Pastor C. H. Kemper, Secretary of Southern Conference pre- 
sented the report. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE SOUTHERN 
CONFERENCE 


| The 57th meeting of the Southern Conference of the Midwest 
| Synod met at Hildreth, Nebraska, September 13, 1949, in the St. 
| Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, A. J. Duis, Pastor. 


—— the Southern Conference, Dr. Ritzen 
n ion to meet wi une 
Conference at Niobrara, 

The officers of both Conferences met in Grand Island and 
worked out a tentative program and met again last week in Fre- 
mont and now have a worthwhile program for that week in June. 

| We hope that all Pastors and their families will be able to attend. 
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1. We recommend that the conference tion the Synod 
instruct the Synodical Representative on 2 Student 
Foundation to support the plan incorporating a Chapel in the pro- 
posed student center building on the campus of the University of 
Nebraska. 

2. We recommend to Synod that it work for a more extended 
collaboration with other Lutheran groups, for closer fellowship 
through district rallies and camp facilities. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. H. KEMPER, Secretary to the 
Southern Conference. 


Recommendation No. 1 was lost. 

No. 2 was adopted. 

Tellers reported and Pastor W. F. Churchill was declared elect- 
ed Business Manager of The Midwest Lutheran on the first ballot. 


Pastor Richard Jobman, Secretary of the Northern Conference 
reported and distributed programs for the coming Retreat of the 
Northern and Southern Conferences. 


Pastor Arthur Huneke, Secretary of the Kansas Conference, 


reported that there was nothing to report. 

The Editor of The Midwest Lutheran reported. 

Discussion continued after extension of time. 

The motion carried that Synod express appreciation for the 
fine work done by Pastors Lorin J. Wolff and Paul Moessner, 
as editors of The Midwest Lutheran. 

The motion carried that the Editor of The Midwest Lutheran 
and editors of other relating church papers, change the format of 


said papers to conform with the papers of Midland College and 
Central Seminary. (This motion was reconsidered and restated at 


the opening of the second session.) 
Election of Editor of The Midwest Lutheran was ordered. 


Pastor Paul Moessner was nominated. The President declared 
the nominations closed. 

The Committee on Letters and Communications reported two 
telegrams of greetings, one from Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Goemmel, the 


other from Pastor Henning Pearson. 
Tellers reported and Pastor Paul Moessner was declared elect- 


ed Editor of The Midwest Lutheran on the first ballot. 
Election of Assistant Business Manager of The Midwest Luth- 


eran was ordered. 
Miss Tillie Krambeck was nominated. By motion the nom- 


inations were closed. 
Tellers reported and Miss Tillie Krambeck was declared elected 


on the first ballot. 
The meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer by the 


Convention Chaplain. 
SECOND SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, May 9, 1950 
The session was opened with hymn, scripture reading, and prayer, 
= 
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The minutes of the first session were read and accepted after the 
following action: 

By motion the recommendation pertaining to a change in 
format of The Midwest Lutheran was reconsidered for restate- 
ment. The motion carried that the business manager and editor of 
The Midwest Lutheran be instructed to consult with other re- 
sponsible parties regarding a uniform format of various synod- 
ical papers and papers of our institutions, and that they be 
empowered to change the format if desirable. 


The motion carried to receive Dr. E. Bryan Keisler, President 
of Central Lutheran Seminary, and Pastor William Goldbeck, as 
advisory members, and candidate Earl Heuser and Mr. and Mrs. 
Glen Fergusen as guests. 


The Ministerium submitted the following recommendations: 


1. That Synod formally receive the following pastors: 
George Housewright, P. O. Anderson, Pau! de Freese, Fred- 
+ erick Freytag, and Henry Trawney. 


2. That candidate Earl Heuser be ordained and received into 
Synod. | 

3. That the matter pertaining to the leave of absence of Pas- 
tor T. Schmunk be referred to the Executive Board for in- 
vestigation and with power to act. 


4. That upon the reception of a request by Pastor Waldorf 
Lau for a leave of absence, Synod grant his request. 


The recommendations were adopted. 


The formal reception of new pastors was conducted by Presi- 
dent Wolff. Pastors George Housewright, P. O. Anderson, Paul 
de Freese, and Frederick Freytag, were received. 


The Report of the Secretary of Foreign Missions was presented. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


“Missions” is not an annual appeal, nor a seasonal one. It is 
part of our consecrated living for Christ. When we give for foreign 
missions, there appears before us not just a vague figure of a 
negro, Chinaman, etc., or any foreign pagan, bowing down before 
wood and stone, but a Holy desire, a yearning, to help a brother 
in distress who is sinking into sins sea of death. 


The remarkable fact of the first Christian church was its 
Srowth. They had no elaborate organizations as we do, no expen- 
sive equipment, tracts, bibles or radio stations over which to broad- 
cast; but in spite of these limitations, it grew by leaps and bounds. 
It reached out to all classes of people, into Asia, Europe and North- 
ern Africa, even though there was. persecution and death. Why? 
use every member of that first Christian church had a mission- 
ary vision and proclaimed the message of Christ. Not just the 
missionaries or the Missionary Society, but every member was 4 
missionary and that is why the Lord blessed its work. 


Christ never meant for forei 
rticu , gn missions to be stressed at any 
particular time during the year but every day is foreign missions 
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day. When we accept Christ's love, pardon, and salvation we ac- 
cept with it the responsibility to “go,” with prayers and gifts if 
not in person. 
Go, labor on; spend, and be spent, 
Thy joy to do the Fathers will; 
It is the way the Master went: 
Should not the servant tread it still? 
Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY ROWOLDT. 


The report was received. 

Pastor Wallace Wolff, returned missionary from British Guiana, 
was welcomed back into the work of Synod on this territory. Pastor 
Wolff brought greetings from the Lutheran Church of British Guiana 


and presented a gavel and gavel plate. 


President Lorin Wolff responded with words of appreciation, 
Representatives to the departments of the Nebraska Welfare 


Counsel reported. 
The Report on Institutional Chaplaincy was presented. 


REPORT OF THE CHAPLAIN’S DIVISION OF THE 
_ NEBRASKA LUTHERAN WELFARE COUNCIL FOR 1949 


During the year 1949 we attended two meetings of the Chap- 
lain’s Division of the Nebraska Lutheran Welfare Council. The 
first meeting was held at the Hastings Institution for the mentally 
ill, About 45 Institutional Chaplains and visiting pastors attended 
this meeting. The second meeting was held at Lincoln. In both 
meetings we were only an observer, because our synod in its last 
session resolved to send one friendly visitor to the Welfare Council. 


Since the last report to the Synod, we made 50 visitations to 
the Veterans Hospital in Lincoln. The total number of patients 
during the last year was about the same as during the previous 
year. To visit 50 patients in one afternoon or even two afternoons 
is impossible. Our work is so inadequate when we consider that 
only one day a week is alloted to it. We may visit a new patient 
on Tuesday, and find out that the next day he is to have a serious 
operation. We do not return to him for a week, when we should 
return the next day or the following, or should even be there at 
the operation. Some die after an operation or soon after, without 
any spiritual ministration. This is not as it should be. Many times 
the patient’s pastor does not know of his condition and the pastor 
is gpg because no Lutheran pastor was at the bed side of his 
members. 


We do need at least a part time chaplain who is available at all 
times. During the last four and one half years we have visited 
more than 3000 patients at the Veterans Hospital. There is a great 
field of labor here and our Church should do much more for these 
men and women who come here for help. 


Our two men who were in the State Prison have been released 
and are both placed in good positions and have taken their place 
in society. 
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We recommend that our synod appoint four men to the four div- 
isions of the Nebraska Lutheran Welfare Council. 
Submitted by, 
E. C. HANSEN 
National Lutheran Council Contact Chaplain at the 
Veterans Hospital at Lincoln, Nebraska 


The recommendation was referred to the Committee on Execu- 
tive Board’s Report. 


Pastor William Goldbeck spoke to the convention. 
The Report of the Trustees of Midland College was presented. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 


In the providence of God, Midland College was permitted in 
September to begin its 63rd year of continuous service to our youth, 
to the church, and to society. We deem it a high privilege, as 
well as a great responsibility, to be used by the Lord to build the 
Kingdom of God into the lives of those young people who will be 
the leaders in our church and in our nation tomorrow. 


I—Officers of the Corporation 


The present officers of the corporate Board are: President, Dr. 
A. W. Young, Omaha, Nebraska; Vice President, Dr. Henry A. 
Gunderson, Fremont, Nebraska; Secretary, the Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, 
Lincoln, Nebraska; Treasurer, Mr. Bernard V. Beeson. Fremont, 


Nebraska. 
Il—Officers of the College 
The officers of the College are: President, Dr. W. P. Hierony- 
mus; Acting Dean, Professor C. K. Burkholder; Treasurer and Bus- 
iness Manager, Mr. Bernard V. Beeson. | 


Ii1l—Our Students 

Many colleges and universities in our country have sustained a 
loss in enrollment as compared with last year. The enrollment in 
the U.L.C.A. colleges decreased on an average 11.2%. The decrease 
at Midland was 40 students, or 8%. The chief cause of the decline 
is the decrease in G. I. students, which accounts for more than one 
half of the loss. Another cause is the smaller number of high school 
graduates resulting from a-low birth rate 17 or 18 years ago. An- 
other contributing factor in Nebraska is the new law granting the 
state teachers colleges (which charge only a nominal tuition rate) 
sd right to grant the liberal arts degree. 


The total daytime students for the two semesters number 444, 
which with the 59 evening class students, gives us a total of 503. 
The men outnumber the women better than two to one. In addition, 
there were 329 enrolled in the Summer Session in 1949. 


In a few catagories, we may record an increase, as for instance 
in the number of Lutheran students. Our college is actually serving 
23 MORE Lutheran students this year than last. The Lutheran 
percentage has increased from 58% to 63%. It is interesting to 
note that of the students who attend Midland from outside of Fre- 
mont 77% are of the Lutheran faith. We are also gratified over 
the splendid increase in the number of young men who have the 
ministry in view, 59 this year as compared with 43 in 1948. Several 
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girls are preparing themselves for full-time church work. 


This year our student body is most cosmopolitan in nature. 
Although Nebraska furnishes the largest number of students, they 
hail from 21 states and from Washington, D. C., from the Atlantic 
as well as the Pacific Coast. There are 13 students from 7 foreign 
countries. 


I1V—Our Faculty and Staff 

The quality of our faculty and staff remains high. We wel- 
come the following new members to our staff: Mr. Carl F. Olson, 
Development Director; Mr. and Mrs. Tom V. Ritchie. piano and 
organ; Mr. James B. Peterson, violin, orchestra and band; Miss 
Esther Schwardtfeger, commercial subjects: Mr. G. Hurst Paul. 
journalism and Director of Public Relations; the Rev. Gerald B. 
Strickler, Bible and philosophy; Miss Bernice Sommers, nurse; Mr. 
James S. Vail, voice; Mrs. Elizabeth Seaton, housemother, Beegle 
Hall; and Dr. P. W. H. Frederick and Dr. T. D. Rinde (both of the 
Seminary), part-time teachers of Greek. 

V—Our Finances 

Following is a summary statement of receipts and disburse- 
ments (for both Midland College and Central Theological Seminary) 
for the fiscal year, June 1, 1948 to May 31, 1949: 


INCOME 
$131,074.16 
9.227.87 
.... 7,289.50 
Auxiliary Enterprises 125,728.41 
Total Income $369,057.89 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Educational and General 
$ 63,122.64 
126,815.62 
Plant Operation and Maintenance -_._.....~-.~.-.~.-- 40,462.79 
2,825.45 
$241,922.35 
137,419.94 
Other Non- Educational Expense 8,414.79 
Total Disbursements $387,757.08 


(This included $1,235 which constituted the last payment on the 
construction contract of Men’s Memorial Hall.) 


We regret exceedingly that it was necessary to close our books 
at the end of the last fiscal year with an operation loss of approxi- 
mately $18,000. The fact that we have 40 students fewer this year 
than last will reduce our income from students’ tuition and fees by 
about $14,000. It will be very difficult, if not impossible, to operate 
in the black this year. 
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The Board of Trustees and its Executive Committee are deeply 
concerned about the financial situation. A most serious effort is 
being made by the college administration to curtail all possible ex- 
pense, Yet there is a point beyond which we cannot go if we are 
to maintain a good, vigorous, educational institution. While the 
College deeply appreciates the excellent support from the Midwest 
Synod, it will be necessary to increase this support if Midland is to 
thrive. Under the circumstances it is not feasible to increase the 
students’ tuition and fees. The Executive Committee of the Board 
of Trustees is, therefore, respectfully recommending to the support- 
ing Synods that they increase their annual apportionment to $1.35 
per communing member. 


Vi—Chey Objectives 


At this writing (February 13) there is in evidence a gratify- 
ing interest and zeal for the Chey appeal. It is an inspiring 
thought that the whole ULCA in one mighty effort is rising to the 
support of our colleges and seminaries. . 

As time passes certain needs of the college become more acute 
and others recede in urgency. This applies also to the Midland 
Chey objectives. Although the need for buildings is still present, 
particularly for a new Library-Administration building, the need 
for putting the college on a sound financial basis has become most 
urgent. There is also the recently discovered necessity of rebuilding 
our central heating plant. With the approval of the synods the 
following would be the approximate order of the Chey items: (1) 
Payment of accumulated deficit; (2) Reconditioning of the central 
heating plant; (3) New Library-Administration building; (4) Re- 
modeling of the old Administration Building. (The latter two pro- 
jects would have to be taken care of together.) 
* 

In Conclusion 

The morale of the faculty and the students is high. Midland is 
effectively continuing its God-given task in educating the type of 
leaders which our church and our country need. An investment 
in Midland is most worthwhile. From the standpoint of the church 
such an investment brings the greatest dividends, for, while only 
15% of our Lutheran young people attend our own church colleges, 
these institutions furnish our church with 85 to 90% of its pastors, 
missionaries, and other full-time leaders. This, in addition to the 
thousands of educated laymen in all walks of life who take their 
places of leadership in our congregations and communities. 


Recommendations: 
1. That the College be permitted to use the Chey funds as in- 
dicated in this report. 


2. That Synod urge all pastors and congregations to put forth 
every effort to encourage more students to attend Midland College. 
Respectfully submitted, 
YOUR TRUSTEES 
Dr. W. P. Hieronymus spoke to the convention. 
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By motion recommendation Number 3 in the Executive Board's | 
Report was brought up for consideration. 1 

The motion carried to substitute recommendation Number 1 a 
in the Midland Coilege Report. 

Recommendations 1 and 2 were adopted. 


The Report of Central Lutheran Seminary was presented. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF CENTRAL SEMINARY 


Your representatives on the Board of Directors of Central (Wes- 
tern) Lutheran Theological Seminary are convinced that the separ- 
ation of the Seminary from Midland College was a move in the right 
direction. As it has worked out under the direction of Chairman | 
of the Board, Pastor H. Vance Baird, far more attention has been 
given to the Seminary and its needs than was heretofore possible. i i 
By that we do not mean to imply that we have smooth sailing now. pi 
The Seminary has its problems and they are not small, But it Bay 
does mean that we have a Board that can devote much more time 
to solving the difficulties than was possible under the previous ar- 
rangement when the Seminary was but one department of the 


College’s work. 


— 
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For your information, the other officers of the Board are: Rev. 
Leeland C. Soker, Vice-president; Paul H. G. Moessner, Secretary; 
and Henry len dricksen, Treasurer. The latter is not on the 
Board of Directors proper and therefore serves only in an advisory 
capacity. On the Executive Committee are the Pastors Reno Fro- 
benius, Geo. P. Krebs, T. J. C. Schuldt, and our President, Lorin J. 


Wolff. 


— 


Actions of the Board that are of concern to you: Rev. T. D. 
Rinde was extended a permanent call as Professor. Professor E. 
Pryan Keisler who has been Acting President of the Seminary was 
extended a call as President by action of the Executive Committee. 
In the past year he has shown himself capable of handling the ad- 
ministrative functions of the Seminary and was selected with the 
fullest approval and recommendation of his colleagues on the staff. 
A call was extended to Rev. Martin E. Léhman, Th.D., Pastor of 
the Church formerly served by President R. R. Belter at Burling- 
ton, Iowa. Howéver, since he would have had to teach in Syste- 
matics and his studies were primarily in historical theology, he 
returned the call. The Seminary Board is how seeking a successor 
to Prof. P. W. H. Frederick who has reached the retirement age and 
according to our Constitution can only be ¢alled on a yearly basis 
after passing retirement age. The Board of Education of the 
United Lutheran Church was very desirous of helping the Seminary 
establish a Chair of Rural Theology. Our Board requested the 
Board of Education to extend help in setting up this department. 
However this project may have to be delayed for the time being 
since the Allocation Commission does not have the funds to allo- 
cate to the Board of Education for this purpose. 
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A serious problem for us to face in the not distant future 
is the withdrawal of the support of the California and Pacific 
Synods. As you perhaps know by now, those two Synods are mak- 
ing definite plans to establish a Seminary at Berkeley, California. 
The rest of the supporting Synods will have to absorb the amount 
contributed thus far by these two Synods. Also, there will be a 
loss of students from that area. . 


The student body now numbers 21, three seniors, six middlers, 
ten juniors, and two special students, Only one of the student body 
is at this time from the Midwest Synod, Daniel Schroeder. The 
prospects for students for the coming school year are good, a ceord- 
ing to President Keisler. 


If Central Seminary is to develop the possibilities that obviously . 
are open to it, situated as it is almost in the center of the vast 
plains region of the Middle West, it will have to have increasing 
support. “The successful completion of the CHEY appeal will result 
in almost $150,000 for Central Seminary. This will help tremen- 
dously and we shall be profoundly grateful for it, but it will not 
meet all of our needs. If the Seminary is to be developed and 
strengthened it must continue to enjoy the loyal support of the sev- 
eral Synods and the benefactions of friends of means who love the 
Lord and His Church. It is the Seminary’s constant and resolute 
aim, under the blessing of God, to become increasingly worthy of 
such support and benefaction.” (President Keisler.) 


The Seminary Board has designated as the first need of the in- 
stitution housing for students, especially for married students. The 
Board does not mean thereby to encourage theological students to 
marry. The facts simply are that many students are married 
before they consider entering the Seminary. To be worthy of the 
name Lutheran and all that it stands for in truly Christian scholar- 
ship, the Seminary must have improved library facilities which are 
now woefully inadequate. The main building, while it is a beau- 
tiful structure, was not erected to be an institution of learning, 
and the problem of how to use to best advantage the CHEY funds 


under these circumstances is one that calls for much thought and 
prayer. 


Let us not forget, the theological schools are to a considerable 
degree the fountain head of spiritual life of the Church. Pray, 
therefore, pray faithfully and fervently, that Central Seminary 
may be so dedicated and consecrated to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
it may send a continual stream of life-giving blessings through her 


1 into all our Synods and into the uttermost part of the 


Respectfully submitted, 
LORIN J. WOLFF 
PAUL H. G. MOESSNER 


Dr. E. Bryan Keisler spoke to the convention. 
The Report of Lutheran Resettlement wag distributed. 
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LUTHERAN RESETTLEMENT SERVICE 
FOR NEBRASKA 


, APRIL 1950 


Dear ‘Brethren in Christ: 

The resettlement program of our Lutheran Church has been 
in existence about one and a half years. In that time, there have 
been brought to the United States under our National Service, about 
15,000 Lutherans. Our goal under the present program was 35,000 
of the 205,000 allowed by the Law. 


In Nebraska, at the end of March, there were 135 family units 
which represented a total of 380 persons, 


In our files were still 379 unfilled assurances. We estimate 
that the 379 assurances will bring in another 700-800 persons. 


It is with a sense of pride in you that I bring you this report. 
It confirms the belief of the National Committee, that Nebraska 


could and would do its share. 


The task is not complete. In that 379 assurances are about 70 
family units for whom a job and housing must be found. Forty- 
eight of those are assurances sent by the Nebraska Committee. The 
others are represented in a change of plan— sponsor cancelled, fam- 
ily delayed and a family assigned from here, and many other 
changes that enter in trying to bring a large group of persons to 
a new land. 

The program is continuing for another year. It now seems 
certain that tle c will be a new law which will extend the pro- 
gram one year and bring an added 100,000 persons. We haven't 
been told of cur Lutheran share, but it will likely be near to 18,- 
000. That will require about 9,000 more assurances. Nebraska 


should plan for another 300 assurances. This will require a deep 
interest and concern by you, pastor and people. 
May God guide and bless you. 


Sincerely, 
W. GILBERT WISE. 


Pastor’ Herbert Jesifers was introduced and spoke to the con- 
vention. 

Pastor W. G. Wise, Lutheran Resettlement Director, spoke 
on the resettlement program. 

By motion, Rev. T. J. C. Schuldt, President of the Nebraska 
Synod was welcomed as advisory member. Rev. Schuldt brought 
fraternal greetings. 

The Committee on Credentials recommended that Mr. Hugo 
Schnack of Gretna and Mr. Ray Klug of Columbus be received as 
delegates. It was adopted. 


Dr. Tabor spoke to the convention introducing his presentation 
as United Lutheran Church representative. 


The meeting was adjourned and closed with prayed by the con- 
vention chaplain. 


—— 
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THIRD SESSION 


Wednesday Morning, May 10, 1950 


The morning devotions were conducted by the convention chap- 


The roll was called with the requisitioning of minutes. 


The minutes were read and approved. 
President Wolff read a telegram of greeting from Alex Wacker, 


President of the Midwest Luther League. 


Pastor Theodore Moehring was received as advisory member, 
and brought fraterna! greetings from the Synod of Kansas and 


adjacent states. 
President Wolff responded. 


Election of clerical delegates to the United Lutheran Church 


Convention was ordered. 


The Committee on Credentials recommended that Mr. Elmer 


Sasse of Diller be received as delegate. 


It was adopted. 


The Committee on the Ministry presented its report. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


During the year since last May, your committee met 7 times. 
We examined 9 pastors from other Synods, of which 3 were re- 


ceived into Synod. 


We honored all ministerial Students by inviting them to be 
our guests at the Lutheran Laymen’s Banquet at last years Synod- 


ical M 
Clark Fry, the speaker for the occasion. 


eeting, so they could become acquainted with Dr. 


Franklin 


At present we have on our roles 8 college students and 6 sem- 


inary students. 


College Students 


Aid Ree’ved 
Since May 1949 


1950 (Summer) $250.00 


Name Year of 
Graduation 

Harlan Brei, Odell, Nebraska 

Arthur Miller, Gothenburg, Nebraska 1950 
Karl Koenig, Yutan, Nebraska 1950 
Wesley Fuerst, Hildredth, Nebraska 1951 
Alex Wacker, Lincoln, Nebraska 1951 
Verle Harris, Papillion, Nebraska 1951 (Special) 
Robert Hulse, Ohiowa, Nebraska 1952 
Edward Amend, Stillwater, Oklahoma 1951 
Conway Hansen, Yutan, Nebraska 1952 
Paul Koenig, Yutan, Nebraska 1952 
Harlan Heier, Wayne, Nebraska 1952 
Paul Moeller, Pender, Nebraska 1952 
Sterling Hoshour, Oklahoma City, Okla. _. 1961 
Edwin Diekhoff, Ohiowa, Nebraska 1953 
Robert Oswald, Hanover, Kansas 1953 
Stanley Rogge, Linn, Kansas 1953 
Richard Bolling, Papillion, Nebraska. 1953 
Frederick Biedenweg, Falls City, Nebr. _. 1953 


300.00 


300.00 
400.00 
300.00 
200.00 


300.00 


300.00 
50.00 
100.00 
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Seminary Students 


Louis L’Heureux, Oklahoma City, Okla. 1961 
Carl Nolte, Westboro, Missouri (Due to injuries not attending). 


Robert Grefe, Lanham, Nebraska 1950 
1952 200.00 
Dan Schroeder, Glenvil, Nebraska 1952 
Fred Wolff, Sterling, Nebraska 1952 
Robert G. Meyer, Stillwater, Okla. 1953 


The following Recommendations are made to the Synod: 


1. That the obligations of Theo. Moehring to our Synod be 
cancelled. 

2. That the Synod grant the following budget: 
$700 additional grant for 1950 to cover deficit. 


$3,850 for fiscal year of 1951. 
$1,925 for spring Semester 1952 (carry over) 
A. J. DUIS, Secretary 


TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


From May 1, 1949 — March 16, 1950 


RECEIPTS 
1949 $ 220.80 
100.00 
ͤ ͤ 3,078.00 
25.00 
..... $3,423.80 
DISBURSEMENTS 
$1,300.00 
Student Aid 1950 — PEARS 1,400.00 
582.80 
$3,423.80 


A. J. DUIS, Treasurer 


By motion recommendation No. 2 was referred to the Committee 
on Executive Board’s Report. 

Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 

The motion carried that the Committee on The Ministry send 
a telegram of greeting to Harlan Brei, pre-theological student at 
present confined to the Veterans’ Hospital in Lincoln. 

The Report of the Synodical Home Mission Board was pre- 
sented. 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HOME MISSION BOARD 


Three meetings of the Board were held during the past year: 
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\ May 18, 1949 at Our Redeemer Church, Wayne. Nebraska, during 
the days of Synod; July 5, 1949, at the Y.W.C.A., Lincoln, Nebraska; 
and, August 31, 1949, Y.W.C.A., Lincoln, Nebraska, a joint meeting 
with the Executive Board. 


Congregations listed as missions and receiving financial aid 
during the past year are as follows: 


a. The Lodge Pole-Chappell Parish has been faithfully served 
by Pastor Norman Schroeder and although salary aid is 
still granted they have reduced the application for 1950 10%. 

b. The Good Shepherd Lindy congregation, together with the 
Lutheran Church at Niobrara, are also becoming increasing- 
ly self-supporting. These congregations under the leader- 
ship of Pastor Erich Petersen receive some aid for the 
Pastor’s traveling expenses from our Synod, but otherwise 
receive salary 2id from the Board of American Missions, 
U.L.C.A. At the present time the Niobrara Church is raising 
funds to pay for parsonage located in Niobrara. 


e. The United Lutheran Church (formerly Havelock Lutheran) 
served by Pastor E. C. Hansen are about ready to dedicate 
their new church on its new location at 5945 Fremont Street, 
in northeast Lincoln. That day of dedication will mark 
real rejoicing for a group that has long been working under 
various handicaps. A big portion of salary aid comes from 
the Board of American Missions with your Synodical Board 
granting $300 toward house rent. 

d. Stillwater-Perry Parish in Oklahoma and its Pastor Dr. E. 
J. Amend is indeed to be congratulated at this time for 
having obtained the status as a self-supporting congrega- 
tion. They are listed only as a mission parish because of 
loans received for their building program. The big task in 


Stillwater is its goal of building a new church on a better 
location. 


Great Bend, Kansas, was surveyed February 7, 8, 9, 1950 for the 
purpose of ascertaining the advisability of establishing a new mis 
sion field there. Those tiking part in the survey were: President 
Lorin Wolff, Pastors F. Nolte Jr., Fred Ollendorf. C. Goldenstein, 
and Wallace Wolff, and Mr. Herman Langholz from Russell. Kansas. 
The expenses for the survey were allowed by the Board of Ameri- 
can Missions, which amounted to $130.50. Great Bend has been 
approved for occupancy. Peru, Nebraska, will be checked by Presi- 
dent Wolff in a preliminary survey as soon as possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Your Board, 


; W. P. WELCHERT. Secretary 
SYNODICAL HOME MISSIONS 
Financial Report 
SYNODICAL CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
Balance on Hand, January 1, 1942 s—s—(Cs—sS $ 718.00 
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RECEIP TS: 
July 25, Niobrara, Part payment of loan $500.00 


Sept. 14, Transferred from General Fund by 
action 557.00 
Nov. 4, Balance due from Niobrara plus $5.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS PLUS BALANCE ON HAND * $ 3805.00 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Sept. 14, Mr. Henry Sterkel for Havelock _.__- $ 1500.00 
Sept. 14, Mr. Henry Sterke! Grant from Board 
300.00 
Nov. 8, Mr. Henry Sterkel for Havelockk 1500.0 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 3900.60 
BALANCE ON HAND, January 16, 1950 ~...-..--..-___. $ 505.00 
GENERAL FUND 
BALANCE ON HAND, January 1, 19499922 $ 545.65 
RECEIPTS: 
Febr. 4, Lipscomb. Texas Treasurer $ 85.00 
Mar. 4, Synodical Treasurer 500.00 
May 21, Synodical Treasurer! 400.06 
July 6, Synodical Treasurer! 300.00 
July 25, Synodical Treasurer 150.00 
Sept. 30, Synodical Treasurer 500.00 
Oct. 18, Synodical Treasurer! 500.00 
Nov. 28, Synodical Treasurer!!! 500.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS PLUS BALANCE ON HAND Oo $ 3480.65 


DISBURSEMENTS: 1949 
Lodge Pole-Chappel Parish—Salary Aid & 


$ 1049.00 
Havelock. house rent and Pensions 312.00 
Nieerara-Lindy Pari! 300.00 
150.00 
Pastor Theo, Kuehner (Survey) 20.00 
Pastor F. Loeffler (Expense) 10.00 
Envelopes and Letterh eds 13.51 
133.14 
Transferred to Church Extension Fund by ac- 

tion of Board, Sept. 14, 19499 557.00 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS -_-------- — — $ 2544.65 
BALANCE ON HAND. January 16, 195ö́0h „% $ 936.00 
TOTAL BALANCE IN BANK, January 16, 1950 $ 1441.00 


C. R. GOLDSTEIN, Treasurer 
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The Report was adopted. 


A resolution pertaining to an increased effort toward pre- 
senting the ministry to the young men was referred to the Committee 
On Resolutions. 

Dr. Ralph Tabor gave the first part of his presentation on 
the work of the United Lutheran Church. 


The Committee on Protocol and Secretary’s Report presented 
its report. 


| REPORT OF THE COMMITPREE ON PROTOCOL AND 
| SECRETARY’S REPORT 


Your committee on Protocol and Secretary’s Report has ex- 

amined the proceedings of the Sixtieth Convention of the Evangel- 

; ical-Lutheran Synod in the Midwest, held in Our Redeemer’s Luth- 

| eran Church, Wayne, Nebraska, and found that they were accur- 
ate, and were harmonious with the original manuscript. 


No major corections were submitted to us by any Pastor. There 
was one omission, that of the calling and installation of Herman 
Joens to St. John’s Lutheran, Scribner, Nebraska. 


We recommend the excellent work of Pastor Hugo Welchert, 
the recording of the events and decisions of Synod, be recognized 
by a rising vote of thanks. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ADOLPH HAVEKOST 
ROBERT E. SHIRCK 
HERMAN JOENS 
HENRY ROWOLDT. 


The recommendation was adopted and carried out. 
By motion the Secretary’s Report was referred back to the 
Committee. 


Election of Secretary was ordered. 
The C.H.E.Y. Report was distributed. 


REPORT OF SYNODICAL CHEY DIRECTOR 


The Christian Higher Education Appeal has aroused interest 
and zeal in most of the congregations of our Synod. Seldom have 
we seen our congregations as enthusiastic about an appeal, as 
they have been about the CHEY appeal. 


The CHEY office in Springfield furnished us with a plan 
worked out to the minutest detail. It is a good plan and has 
proven itself also in our Synod. Naturally it was impossible for 

, all congregations to carry out each smal! detail of the plan. But 
in almost every case, when the general principles of the Plan were 
used, the congregation was able to mect and oversubscribe their 
quota. The main guiding principle, as Regional Director Steinhoff 
kept telling us, was “Pray God. tell the people.” We are sure 

4 that our pastors, CHEY committees, and congregations did pray 

earnestly about this Appeal. In general the most effective means 
of “telling” seemed to be “The Difference.” Perhaps even greater 
than that was the visitation of members of the congregations, te!!- 
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ing others in the homes about the appeal of CHEY. Literature was 
vent out in great quantities. Most of it was excellent. In many 
cases the quantities were too great. However, we are requested 
to return unused literature, because they expect to need it for the 
“follow-up” appeal. 

We have appreciated the help and cooperation of our General 
Director, Dr. R. E. Tulloss, Regional Director L. H. Steinhoff and 
of the entire Synodical Committee, as well as the help of every 
pastor and layman, who took an active part in the appeal. The 
lay-chairmen of local committees are to be commended for their 
excellent work. We also wish to express appreciation to Mr. Carl 
Oison for his help. 

The report which is attached is naturally incomplete, because 
some of the congregations have not yet completed their Appeal. 


Eight congregations, for one reagon or another, have decided 
to postpone the Appeal. Nineteen others have made a beginning, 
or have done something, but have not yet reported results by May 
Ist. Of the remaining congregations one has placed it on the bud- 
get. The total cash and pledges reported to us by May ist was 
$48,711. (In a few cases the figures were given in round numbers). 
This represents 46 of our 74 congregations. Of these 46 congre- 
gations, about 23 have completed their appeal. The other 23 have 
begun the appeal, some just started, others almost completed. To 
May Ist, 19 congregations had met or oversubscribed their goals. 
Three of these congregations have more than doubled their quotas: 
they are Gothenburg, Sterling and Ledgepole. 


WE RECOMMEND: 

1. That our Synod express its appreciation to all those con- 
gregations which have put forth efforts in the CHEY Appeal, 
particularly al] congregations which have met and oversubscribed 
their quotas. That we express commendation to all District and 
Conference directors of Synod, to all pastors and lay-chairmen of 
local Committees for their work in the CHEY Appeal. 


2. That the Midwest Synod call upon each of its congregations 
which has not yet given assurance of meeting its minimum goal, 
to take definite action at the earliest possible date looking toward the 
full meeting of the congregation’s share of the Appeal goal within 
the period 1950-1951. 

3. That the Synodical CHEY Committee be authorized to 
continue its work with all congregations, which have not met, or 
given assurance of meeting their minimum goal. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LORIN JOHN WOLFF, 
Acting Director. 


The recommendations were adopted. 
Mrs. C. A. Myrom, President of the Synodical Women's Mis- 
sionary Society, spoke to the convention, and presented her report. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The Women’s Missionary Society greets Synod at its 61st annual 
convention. 
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The 1949 convention of the W.M.S. was held at St. John's Luth- 
eran Church, Russell, Kansas, Rev. T. Althof, Pastor, with 74 dele 
gates and 75 visitors registered. Again we are happy to report an 
increase of two societies. 


Three delegates from our Midwest Synod were privileged to 
attend the National Triennial Convention at Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, September 29-October 3. 


Emphasis this year is placed on Thank Offering which now 
includes the former Christmas Offering, Lenten Offering and Lace 
Day Offering. We are attempting to co-operate with the general 
society in that in our local groups a free will offering is received at 
each meeting for the general budget of the W.M.S. which offering 
replaces the former dues. 


Emphasis is also placed on the promotional department of the 
Society. Attempts are being made to promote mission study and 
mission projects in every congregation in the Midwest Synod. Wor- 
ship, membership, and stewardship are our objectives. 


Our society will hold its 1950 convention September 13-14 in 
Zion’s Lutheran Church, Hooper, Nebrask2. We extend an invita- 
tion to all churches in the Midwest Synod to send representatives 
to this convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. C. A. MYROM 


The Report of the Secretary for Social Missions was given. 


SOCIAL MISSIONS REPORT 


Your Committee on Social Missions begs to report that in 
June, 1949, a Seminar was conducted on Social Missions at Fremont, 
Nebraska, under the auspices and the direction of the Board of 
Social Missions of the U. L.C. A., and a number of our Pastors 
availed themselves of the opportunity. This Seminar has done much 
to acquaint the inquirer with the subiect. 


_ Social Missions, as it seems, suffers under a tremendous han- 
dicap, partly because of the word, “Social” which is under suspi- 
cion in these days, partly because of the confusion created by the 
similarity of terms applied, and lastly, because of the narrowness 
and overlapping of fields of operation. 


What is Social Missions? Briefly stated it is the attack of 
—wlhry resy of complacency—the application and implementation of 
Religion to the various phases of our complex life. But here is 
the difficulty which arises for the observer thd lines of observa- 
tion converge and what at one time may make an appeal to Social 
Missions becomes Evangelism at the self same time, and from 


here on you may carry the argument into whatever field you de- 
sire or find necessary. 


1. It is therefore recommended to suggest to the conference that 
— subject “Social Missions” be entered on their study sched- 


2. That the Committee on Evangelism and Social Missions be 
—50— 
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merged into one Committee combining both. 
H. O. RHODE. 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was presented for consideration. 


The motion was made to instruct the Secretary to draw up the 
proper resolution and secure the necessary signatures for the change 
in the By-Laws whereby the Committee on Evangelism and Social 
Missions can te combined. The motion was lost. 


Tellers reported no election on the first ballot. for Secretary. 
The Report of the President of the Brotherhood was presented 
and read to the Convention 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF BROTHERHOOD 


The Brotherhood of the Midwest Synod sends its greetings to 
the 61st annual convention. 


The Brotherhood held its tenth annual convention at Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Columbus, Nebraska, October 4-5, 1949. The 
fellowship banquet was well attended and was highlighted by an 
address by Pastor Wallace Wolff. 


The Brotherhood again voted to give $300.00 to help support 
Institutional Chaplaincy and $100.00 to Lutheran Student Welfare 


Work. 


In the past year new brotherhoods have been organized. * 
— of other congregations have also showed interest in brother- 
00d work. 


Our 1950 convention will be held in October at Trinity Lutheran 
Church at Papillion. We extend an invitation to all churches in the 
Synod that do rot have a brotherhood to send representatives to 


this convention. 
Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN RASMUSSEN, President 


The second balloting for clerical delegates was ordered. 
The Report of the Stewardship Committee was presented. 


REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


Realizing that “all we are and have is for the glory of — 
your committee has worked to the best of its ability during the 
past year and presents the following report: 


1. Three meetings of the Committee were held during the 


year. The regular committee met in July and March, and in Au- 
gust of 1949 the enlarged committee met in Lincoln to flan the 


Church Councilmen’s Conferences. 

2. Church Councilmen’s Conferences (C.C.C.) were held in 
13 areas of Synod. At each of these meetings two laymen and one 
pastor spoke on the general theme of “The King’s Business.” Most of 
the Conferences were well attended. 


— * * 
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3. The film “Like a Mighty Army” was shown in almost 
every congregation of Synod by area men in conjunction with area 
men from the Nebraska Synod. 

4. By means of the Midwest Lutheran and letters to pastors 
and Church councilmen, the committee has tried to keep before 
Synod the urgency of the Mission of the Church of Christ. 


5. Our Synod failed to reach its Apportionment Goal this past 
year and your Committee realizes that it must redouble its efforts 
in the coming year. 


6. The Committee is preparing a folder for genera! distribu- 
tion that will show the division of the Mission dollar as used by 
Synod and the U.L.C.A. 


7. We hope that every member of the Committee will be able 
to attend the Regional Stewardship Conference of the U.L.C.A. in 
Denver, June 2 and 3, 1950. 


8. The expenses incurred by the Committee during the past 
year were: $465.20 for travel, including expenses involved in the 
Church Councilmen’s Conferences $50.31 for meals and $6.24 for 
postage. There is a balance in the fund of $98.40. 


9. Mr. Zeb Trexler spent about a week in some of the churches 
in the Northern Conference. The Committee plans to use him 
again in some congregations during the last week of July and 
the first week in August. 


WE RECOMMEND: 


1. That the Committee be authorized to offer a stipend of 
$25 to each of ten laymen, selected by the Committee (other than 
elected delegates) toward their expenses in attending the U. L. CA. 
Convention in Des Moines, Iowa, provided that they are willing t 
report to other congregations on the convention, if they are called 
upon to do 30. 

2. That the following goals be adopted for 1951: 


Bloomfield (Lindy): 616.00 
317.00 
555.00 
1,725.00 
⁵˙ 396.00 
— 2. 780.00 
942.00 
1,435.00 


—— 
—— — 
Grand Island 2 195.00 
Hastings, First St. Paul „Inne 
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801.00 


740.00 
Hildreth — ̃ — ʃT——T—⸗ ͤ 2,588.00 
1,109.00 
1,021.00 
2,579.00 
P 1,549.00 
1,312.00 
Lincoln, Friedens — 4,788.00 
458.00 
854.00 
880.00 
775.00 
370.00 
1,039.00 
555.00 
396.00 
1,391.00 
766.00 
625.00 
2,526.00 
1,144.00 
2,341.00 
4,136.00 
1,690.00 
1,338.00 
1,127.00 
986.00 
766.00 
... 352.00 
5,932.00 
828.00 
880.00 
1,136.00 
Stanton 326.00 
748.00 
722.00 


Respectfuliy submitted, 

LORIN J. WOLFF, 

ELMER B. SASSE, Sec. 

FRED OLLENDORF 

H. J. KNAUB 

CLARENCE BOWER. 
— 
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Tea, South Dakota —— —— 1. 118.00 
Uehling * 458.00 | 
Wakeeney, Kansas 933.00 
W inside 1,690.00 
Yutan 2 288.00 1 


The recommendations were adopted. 
Tellers reported no election of secretary on the second ballot. 


The Committee on Audit of Manager of Midwest Lutheran was 
presented. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AUDIT MANAGER 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


We have examined the cash-book, the bank statements, and the 
vouchers proving necessary payments duly made, as they were sub- 
mitted to us by Manager Pastor Churchill. We found everything 
correct as far as we were able to ascertain this to be true. 

J. SCHRADER 

S. K. de FREESE 
GUST THOMAS 
WALTER MUHS 


The Report was accepted. 

The Report of the Committee on Parish Education was pre- 
sented. 

(See Session Four For Report) 

Tellers reported and Pastor Werner Welchert was declared 
elected Secretary on the third ballot. 

The meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer by: the 
convention chaplain. 


FOURTH SESSION 
Wednesday Afternoon, May 10, 1950 
The session was opened with hymn, scripture reading, and 
prayer. 
1 minutes of the third session were read and approved as 


The Report of the American Bible Society was distributed. 


Tellers reported and Pastor Theodore Althof was declared 
elected clerical delegate. 


The motion carried that the current balloting for clerical dele- 
gates be limited to the nine high. 


Pastor Alvin Petersen, Lutheran Student Pastor at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, was welcomed as advisory member. 


The motion carried to receive and file the report of the Amer- 
. ican Bible Society. 


The Committee on Executive Board’s Report presented its report. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT 


(Cf. Report of the Executiye Board, Session I, Page 21-24) 

Your Committee recommends adoption of recommendation No. J. 
Your Committee recommends adoption of recommendation No. 2. 
Your Committee recommends adoption of recommendation No. 4. 


After careful examination of the proposed constitution of the 
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Lutheran Welfare Council of Nebraska, your Committee recom- 


mends adoption of this recommendation No. 5 


Your Committee recommends that recommendation No, 6 be 
offered for discussion from the floor of Synod 


Your Committee recommends adoption of recommendation No. 
7, the budget. 
Signed: 


H. O. RHODE 
RALPH L. RITZEN 
WM. HORST 
AUGUST E. BREI 
HENRY G. WOBKEN. 


Recommendations Nos. 1, 2, 4, and 5, of the Executive Board’s 


Report were adopted. 
No. 3 was acted upon in connection with the report of the 


Trustees of Midland College. 
No. 6 was presented for discussion, 
The motion was made to adopt recommendation No. 6. 
The motion to table No. 6 carried. 
Recommendation No. 7 was adopted. 
Tellers reported and Pastor Fred Bloch was declared elected » 


clerical delegate. 
The Committee on Statistica’ Secretary’s Report presented its 


report. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL SECRETARY'S 
REPORT 


Your committee on Statistical Secretary’s Report has checked 
the records of the Statistician and has noted the corefullness and 
efficiency in his work. We note with regret that 14 congregations 


failed to send in parochial reports. 
We recommend that Synod express its appreciation to Pastor 
I.. C. Hansen for his faithful work by a rising vote of thanks. 


HERMAN GOEDE 
K. KOENIG 
W. P. WELCHERT. 


The recommendation was adopted and carried out. 
Dr. Ralph Tabor completed his presentation. 
Tellers reported and the motion carried to limit the next bal- 
loting for clerical delegates to the three high. 
he Committee on Parish Education reported. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PARISH EDUCATION 


Your committee held two meetings during the past year; 


Omaha on January 10, 1950, and at Lincoln, March 19, 1950. Dr. E. 
S. Rudisill met with the committee at Omaha in order to make 
plans for a series of meetings in the fall of 1950 on Church and 


Home Teaching. The purpose of these meetings is to help the 
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church and home to work together for 
and key personnel are asked to attend 
are to bring the information to their co 
and Midwest Synods will cooperate in this program. Dr. Spees 
will be the Parish and Church School Board representative. A 
schedule of the meetings follows: 


October 12, Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney, Nebraska. 
October 13, First Lutheran Church, North Platte, Nebr2ska. 
October 15, First St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hastings, Nebr. 
October 16, Frieden’s Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
October 17, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Lanham, Nebraska. 
October 18, St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Auburn, Nebrasks. 
October 19, Grace Lutheran Church, Omaha, Nebraska, 
October 20, Salem Lutheran Church, Ponca, Nebraska. 
October 22, Salem Lutheran Church, Fremont, Nebreska. 
October 23, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Wayne, Nebraska. 
October 24, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Bloomfield, Nebraska. 
October 25, Trinity Lutheran Church, Columbus, Nebraska. 


Pastors W. Lau, G. Van Boening and R. Jobman attended the 
Regional Conference on Parish Education which was held at the 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary, Maywood, Illinois, June 14-16, 1949. 
This conference will be held at the same place again this year, dur- 
ing the week of June 18. 


Pastor Grant Van Boening was granted a scholarship to Camp 
Nawakwa during the summer of 1949. Pastor George House- 
wright has been nominated for a scholarship to this camp this 
summer, 


Your committee sent two letters to the Sunday School Superin- 
tendents and the pastors of Synod in regard to the Family and Child 
Care Department of the Nebraska Lutheran Welfare Council. Our 
Sunday Schools were to contribute $1600 toward this cause, ac- 
cording to action of Synod. At this writing the exact amount re- 
ceived by the treasurer of Synod is not known. 


Sunday School conventions were held during the summer of 1949, 
by the Northeast Association at Norfolk, and by the Southeast Asso- 
ciation at Hanover, Kansas. 


Pastor Marcus F. Otterbein represented the Parish and Church 
School Board at a series of meetings in the fall of 1949 when Leader- 
ship education was stressed. Ten meetings were held, with 43 
congregations and 37 pastors represented. 506 were in attendance. 


At the 1949 Synodical Convention the resolution regarding a two 
year catechetical course of instruction was referred back to this 
committee. Your committee prepared and mailed a questionnaire to 
all pastors of Synod. The results of this survey have shown a great 
variety in the materials used as well as in the length of time used 
for instruction. These results will be given further study and a 
more complete report will be given at a later date. As a result of 
this study your committee has prepared some general recommend:- 
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tions which are listed below. Future recommendations will grow 
out of a continued study of this matter. Your committee plans to 
have an exhibit of available catechetical aids at the Synodical con- 
vention. Every pastor is urged to examine these helps so that the 
catechetical helps which are available may be known. 

Your committee submits the following recommendations: 


1. That all pastors participate in the Church and Home Teach- 

ing program during the fall of 1950, 

2. That Synod express itself in favor of et least a two year 
catechetical course of instruction. 

a. That some memorization of the Catechism be worked 
into the Sunday School before students come to confirm- 
ation classes. 

b. That first year catechization should include Bible His- 
tory and Church History. 

e. That the second year should include an explanation of 
the Catechism and its application to life. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Your committee, 

A. C. BAUGHMAN 
CARL GROTHEN 

C. H. GOEDE 

R. L. JOBMAN 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. No. 2 was adopted with 
the amendment to add the words “or its equivalent,” and striking the 
words “at least.” 


Election of Statistician was ordered. 
The Report of the Committee on Evangelism was presented. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


The evangelism committee of Synod had a full year of activity 
as it worked together with the other church bodies of the National 
Lutheran Council in promoting the * Evangelism program of 
1950. 


All three members of this committee gave considerable time in 
organizing and promoting this Evangelism program in Nebraska, 
Kansas and Oklahoma. 


All the ministers of this Synod and other synods were informed 
again and again of the need of this program and the Midwest Synod 
had a fine representation of men serve as area directors and area 
instructors. 


The N. L. C. PROGRAM HAD THESE OBJECTIVES: 


* 1. To strengthen the faith and zeal of present church mem- 
rs; 


2. To win back lapsed members; 
3. To win new members for Christ; 
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4. To establish a permanent “committee on Evangelism” in 
every Congregation. 


Remarks about the program: 


1. The materials offered in this NLC program were the finest ever 


offered by any church. 


2. Any church that put this program into effect was bound to be 
successful in increasing the Spiritual Life of the Congregation. 
This program asked for no money, was not a mae pe. drive 
but urged Christians to be first century disciples: and real fish- 
ers of men. 


3. The greatest barrier in the program was to awaken minis- 
ters and laymen to the great possibilities of the program and the 
great need for it in these troublesome days. Once clergymen 
were awakened, we were generally assailed for not having in- 
formed them sooner. 


4. This was the first NLC program to be broyght down to the con- 
gregational level. The ALL-LUTHERAN‘* meetings held in be- 
half of the program were very inspirational and encouraging in 
spite of the fact that many ULC pastors seemed to shy away 
from them. 


5. The area directors meetings were in charge of the Rev. Roswell 
Peterson of Chicago, and the area instructors meeting in Lin- 
coln was addressed by the Rev. C. P. Rasmussen of Chicago, O. 
V. Anderson of LaGrange, Illinois, the Rev. Roswell Peterson 
of Chicago, the Rev. Leslie Carlson of Kansas City and our 
own President, the Rev. Lorin Wolff. 


This was one of the most inspiring meetings held. 


Critical | Observations: 


Although many of our men were leaders in this program in 
either being area instructors ‘of area directors, the ULC fell down 
in general on good will and cooperation. 


This was a National Lutheran Council endeavor and not a syn- 
odical affair alone. The green light had been given to Evangelism. 
It was therefore very embarrasing to continually run into conflicts 
with the CHEY appeal of the United Lutheran Church. This was 
a very discouraging factor in the promotion of this much needed 
program. It was our constant belief that both programs could be 
put into operation in any church without either one seriously effect- 
ing the other. But it is not right to discourage an EVANGELISM 
PROGRAM AND SET IT ASIDE because of any money raising 
program. The work of the church is after all to EVANGELIZE 


and not just to be an agency to raise money for a multiplicity of 
causes. 


Now it seemed very strange to us that while the time was ripe 
for such a powerful program and the public was being prepared and 
awakened to its need by both press and radio, that many men in 
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the ULC slammed the door in our faces by saying “No we don't need | 
the program.” 


Yet if we investigate our communing and confirmed member- ‘ . 

ship records we find a glaring betrayal of the need for Evangelism 4 

by noting the many who are not communing and thus inactive in | 

the church. This program was launched to win souls for Christ. . 

If congregations could find no new people to win in their com- — | 

munities, the records show there are lots of old ones who could stand | | 


to be Evangelized“. No pastor was pressed to follow the proced- 
ure given by the NLC in promoting this program in his parish. i 
He could pick any method he thought might work best in his area. } | 
But we feel that the program gave us an insight as to what pastors * 

were interested in being about “their Fathers business and wh2t . 
pastors were content in having a typical church of 1950 that con- 
tinues in a slow indifferent manner and knows little and cares less 
about really saving the lost souls that are listed on our church Be 
membership rolls and that are still outside the church. | | 


We sincerely pray that as individual Pzstors in all NLC chur- 
ches wake up to the power of personal Evangelism, they will con- 
tinue an aggressive program of Evangelism every year and will 
establish as one of the most important committees of their church, 
d permanent ACTIVE committee on Evangelism. 

Respectfully submitted, 


WALTER E. ROWOLDT 


Te'lers redorted und Pastors R. R. Syre and A. B. Lentz were 
declared elected clerical delegates. 

The following pastors were declared eiected to serve as alter- 
nate clerical delegates in order: E. J. Amend, W. Rowoldt, W. F. 
Churchill, Henry Knaub, Wallace Wolff, and C. R. Goldenstein. 


Discussion on Evangelism continued and the report was ac- 
cepted. 

Pastor Alvin Petersen spoke to the convention on Lutheran 
Student work. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN STUDENT 
WORK FOR THE 1950 CONVENTION 


Your committee takes great pleasure in reporting to Synod that 
the special ministry to our students on the campuses of the Ne- 
braska University and the Wayne State Teachers College has been 
carried through with considerable success during the year. 


The progress in this work is perhaps best outlined in the fol- 
lowing concise review of accomplishments from year to year since 
1945. 

In 1945 an expanded program of Student Service was begun 
with the renting of a student center on the Agricultural College 
Campus. 

In the fall of 1946 a full time Student Pastor was called and 
installed. 

In June, 1947, the Lutheran Student Foundation was organized 
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and incorporated, and in the fall of that same year a Lutherar Stu- 
dent House was rented on the main Campus. 


With each successive year’s achievements, the number of stu- 
dents from the National Lutheran Council churches: participating 
in the program, has increased very decidedly. So gratifying in fact 
has been the response of the students that that Foundation found 
it necessary in the fall of 1948, to add a graduate assistant to the 
staff. In that same fall the lots were purchased for the proposed 
new Student Center. 


During the year 1949, the ministry to students has been very 
much intensified, and the members of the Foundation and Students 
alike, look forward with eager and joyous anticipation, to the time 
when construction of the new Center will begin. 


If all the pastors and all members of our congregations could 
see the wonderful results of Lutheran Student Work on these cam- 
puses, if they could just sit in on some of those Bible classes and 
hear the discussions, or if they could hear the inspired singing of the 
fine Lutheran Student Choir of some 50 voices, all of us would say, 


“Now there is a work that merits our prayer and our generous and 
whole hearted support.” 


We dare not underestimate the importance of this significant 
work among¢our students in the state maintained and tax supported 
schools. This special ministry is to many of them the only channel 
through which flows to them that spiritual nurture which all of 
them need. The students are appreciative of what we do for them 
in this manner. They are ennobled and inspired by the churches 
manifested interest in their spiritual well being. This is effective- 
ly demonstrated in what one of the students did last summer to 
express his real gratitude. He was a very active worker in the 
Lutheran Student Association, he graduated last spring from the 
College of Engineering, and then of his own volition at his own 
expense, he went to Europe to help as an Engineer in the repairing 


and reconstruction of damaged or demolished. Lutheran Churches 
over there. 


Quoting from a report of the Student Pastor, Alvin Peterson: 
“It is wisdom on the part of the church to provide a ministry to 
the students on the Campus, They are potential leaders of tomor- 
row in the church, community and state. Then too the subtle enemies, 
secularism and materialism, must be met with the positive redeem- 
ing message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 


The campus of the College at Wayne, Nebraska, was recently 
the meeting place of the regional Lutheran Student Association. 
The inspiring addresses and the positive Christian program to- 
gether with the delightful Christian Fellowship will long be remem- 
bered by all who were privileged to attend that gathering. A 
beautiful inspirational Service was held for all delegates and visitors 
in Redeemer Lutheran Church. The members of Redeemer Church 


and the pastor, always welcome the Lutheran Students at Wayne 
Teachers College. 


Let us not forget that we have a responsibility to the 85% of 
our Lutheran Students who attend the non-denominational institu- 
tions of learning maintained by the state. Our Synod voted last 
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year, to assume its fair share of support to this ministry. Let us 
not disappoint our students who are looking to us, of the National 
Lutheran Council Churches, for funds to build on the University 
Campus that much needed Student Center, so that this special min- 
istry may be carried on more effectively, 


Following is a financial report of your comittee; 
Receipts during 1949: 


Balance brought forward from 1818 $ 82.00 

from Syned 400.00 

Received from Synod Treasurer in specials and 
Total 1940 $722.00 


Expenditures during 1949: 
For Lutheran Student Work on University Campus 8485.00 
To Lutheran Student Foundation Building Fund .... 230.00 


Miscellaneous Expenses of Committee 13.00 
Total 1949 Expenditures $728.00 
772.00 
Expense -.......... 728.00 

Balance January 1, 1950— $ 44.00 ; 


Respectfully submitted, 
By your committee, 
S. K. de FREESE 


WERNER WELCHERT 
H. M. GOEDE. 


LUTHERAN STUDENT SERVICE, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
FEBRUARY 10, 1950 


Student Service has made splendid progress these past few 
years, not only here in Nebraska but throughout the nation, The 
one great factor making possible this progress has been the united 
efforts of the Lutheran Churches through the National Lutheran 
Council. Here in Lincoln the work of the Lutheran Student Founda- 
tion is evidence of this cooperation. Ministry to students on large 
campuses of our universities would be most inadequate without this 
splendid work of the Division of Student Service of the_ National 
Lutheran Council. 

Progress in Student Service in Lincoln as a result of the coop- 
erative effort ofthe~batheran church groups is easily noted. These 
accomplishments have been made: 

In the fall of 1945 an expanded program on the Agriculture 

Campus was begun with the renting of a Student Center and 

parsonage. 

In the the fall of 1946 a fulltime Pastor to students was in- 

stalled. 

In June of 1947 the Lutheran Student Foundation was organ- 


ized and incorporated. 
— 
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In the fall of 1947 the Foundation rented the Lutheran Student 
House at the Main Campus. 


In the fall of 1948 the Foundation added a graduate-assistant 
to the staff. 


Also in 1948 the lots for our new Center were purchased. 


During 1949 the Foundation has strengthened its financial sup- 
port from church bodies in Nebraska, These church groups 
have also pledged support to the Building Fund, some of them in 
the amount of $1.00 per confirmed member. 


The next and logical step is to complete plans for the new Stu- 
dent Center at the Main Campus and to secure adequate funds to 
begin construction. Preliminary architectural drawings are now 
being made. 


The accomplishments by the Foundation have made possible a 
more expansive and more effective ministry to the students in Lin- 
coln. Bible teaching, personal contacts and counselling, a friendly 
and consultative relationship with the administration and depart- 
ments at the University, guided service projects done by students 
and the increasing scope of our ministry among students are eviden- 
ces of the worthwhileness of our program. 


It is wisdom on the part of the church to provide a ministry to 
students on the campus. To the question, “Why a student minis- 
try?”, we can offer these valid reasons, 85% of the young people 
of our church who attend college are at tax supported schools. They 
are our young people, baptized and confirmed in our churches. They 
are our potential leaders of tomorrow in church, community and 
state. Then, too, the subtle enemies of secularism and materialistic 
philosophies must be met with the positive redeeming message of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


The ministry to students follows the general pattern outlined 
by the Division of Student Service of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil: Worship, Bible Study, counselling, discussion groups, service 
and fellowship. The week’s schedule includes worship at local Lu- 
theran churches, 6 Bible classes, 4 chape] services, a social or dis- 
cusssion meeting, daily coffee hours and the LSA meetings at City 
and Agricultural Campuses. A Graduate Club, and two Mr. and 
Mrs. Clubs meet monthly. A larger number of faculty members are 
being used in our Student program. 


The Pastor to Lutheran Students has a graduate-assistant, 
Miss LaVonne Johnson, whose duties consist of secretarial and office 


work, contacting and counselling women students, and advisor to 
various phases of the LSA program. 


The Lutheran Student Associations of City and Agriculture Cam- 
puses are sponsoring a DP program. One is here now. Another 
and his family will arrive, we hope, in addition to these, the LSA 
gives some help to other ex-DP students on the campus. 


Besides this important service, many students are conscious of 


the importance of putting into practice their Christian life, by work 
projects and deputation programs. A choir of forty voices is pre- 
paring for 


spring weekend concert tours. Many students worship 
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| in the local churches and some are active in Sunday School and 
Choir work. 


There are 700 NLC students at the University Campuses and 
about 150 at other educational institutions. The percentage of ser- 
vice men is much smaller. Another year or two will see most 
of these graduated. There will be fewer married students then also. 


The Lutheran Student Foundation expresses sincere. gratitude 
to the Midwest Synod of the ULC for its continued financial support 
to this important ministry to students in our capital city. 


For the Lutheran Student Foundation, 
PASTOR ALVIN M. PETERSEN 
Sent in by WERNER P. WELCHERT 


The Report on Lutheran Student Work was accepted. 


Tellers reported and Psstor E. C. Hansen was declared elected 
Statistical Secretary on the second ballot. 
Election of Treasurer was ordered. 


By motion the convention resolved itself into the Committee On 
The Whole. 


Buy motion the Committee On The Whole was closed. 


Pastor Claus de Freese of Wakeeney, Kansas and Mr. Carl F. 
Olson, Mayor of Fremont, Nebraska, and Development Director of 
Midland College were received as guests. 


The Committee on Nominating Lay Delegates to the U.L.C.A. 


1 Convention presented its nominees. Additional nominations were 
1 made from the floor of Convention. By motion the nominations 
closed. 

0 Election of lay delegates to the U.L.C.A, Convention was order- 
ed. 


Tellers reported and Mr. Elmer Susse was declared elected 
Treasurer on the first baliot. 


The Report of the Representative on Midland Assembly was 
presented. 


REPORT OF MIDLAND ASSEMBLY 


The twenty-seventh Annual Midland Summer Assembly for 
Church Workers was held August 7-12, 1949, on the Campus in 
Fremont, Nebraska. 


Chapel devotions were conducted each morning by the Rev. G. 
R. Wittacar, Pastor of First Lutheran Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
His theme for the week was: “What it means to be a Christian” 
through, “Faith, Liberty, Opportunity and Vision.” 


Credit courses were offered and conducted; “Abiding Values of 
Genesis”, by Pastor J. E. Messer; “Our Christian Beliefs”, by Dr. 
8. White Rhyne of the Parish and Church School Board; “The Life 
of Christ in the Gospel of John” by Pastor Henry Monnich. 


Quarks 
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President of the Pacific Synod, Pastor L. H. Steinhoff was in 
charge of the Pastors’ Hour. He discussed, Evolution or Revolu- 
tion”, under daily themes of: “Stations and Stepping Stones,” 
“Blue Prints for Building,” “Tempests and Tea-pots,” “Facts, Fig- 
ures and Fables”, and “Odds and Ends, Mostly Ends”. These were 
in the field of Practical Theology. 


Inspirational Addresses were delivered by Pastor Atsumi Ta- 
saka of Japan; Pastor Steinhoff, Dr. S. White Rhyne, Roland Payne, 
Liberien student from Midland College; and Mrs. H. S. Bechtold, 
Vice President of the Womens’ Missionary Society of the United 
Lutheran Church. 


A Service Institute for Youth was in charge of the Rev. G. P. 
Krebs of West Point. 


Miss Amanda Jorn, assisted by Miss Mary Marx, was in charge 
of Junior Assembly of Children of the Church. Miss Dora Finley 
offered a course in music for Intermediates and gave a demonstra- 
tion at the Inspirational Hour. 


Central Lutheran Seminary and Midland College entertained 
the Assembly at the Annual Picnic Supper on the Seminary Campus. 
The two institutions presented the service they render the Church, 
appealing for full support of “Chey”. 


Pastors, W. F. Most and P. Wiegman, conducted the Hymn Sing. 
Assembly Board members elected were: President, R. R. Pfeiffer 
of Scribner; Vice President, Rev. J. E. Messer of South Sioux City; 
Secretary, Miss Alta Schafersman of Fremont; Treasurer, Miss Ruth 
Bernhart of West Point. New Board members elected were: Pastor 
Harvey Clark of Omaha, and Miss Ruth Bernhart of West Point. 
Respectfully submitted, 


H. JOENS 
The Report was accepted. 


Election of Vice-President was ordered. 
The Secretary for Deaconess Work presented his report. 
REPORT OF SECRETARY FOR DEACONESS WORK 


Again a year has elapsed into eternity since we gave our last 
report to Synod. 


We all received the report from our Deaconess Board in fall 
about the new enrollments. N 


The problem of trained workers for our church is a grave one 
both within the diaconate and the non-garbed workers. The calls 
for women to serve in the parishes and social work fields are mount- 
ing while the flow of students seems to have leveled at an average 
of 12-13 new applicants each year, with a slightly larger number 
entering the diaconate than preparing to serve as lay workers. 
The demand for deaconesses is greater at present than for lay wom- 
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en workers, therefore the recruiting number must be greater. 
Since all students prepare through a five year plan the total dea- 
coness student body averages between 30-40, The special student 
group (future lay women workers) from 10-12. The number of 
deaconess student groups in preparation in 1948-49 was 40. The 
number of students of the diaconate this term (1949-50) is 33, 
special students 12, making a total of 45 young women in training 
for service to our church under the Board of Deaconess Work pro- 
gram. The calls for services to the churches number nearly 200. 


We regret to report that we have NO student enrolled from 
OUR MIDWEST SYNOD. We have pressing requests from ALL 
synods for DEACONESS SERVICE. If the supply is to meet the 
demand we must have young women in preparation from ALL 
synods, MIDWEST TOO. We plead again with our pastors, parents 
and young women in our congregations to discover the Christian 
= to be consecrated for SPECIAL service THROUGH our 
ehurch. 


Up to February 20, 1950, six young women have been approved 
as deaconess students for the 1950-51 term. Although none as yet, 
is from our Midwest Synod, it is our hope and prayer that at least 
one may be found within our parishes before the term begins in 
September. 


Possibly some of our pastors have young women in their con- 
gregations who are not interested in becoming deaconesses, but 
would like to serve as lay workers. The plan of education for such 
students is now identical with that of the parish deaconess. Our 
Baltimore school has this arrangement for parish workers, our 
Philadelphia school for institutional workers. 


There has been progress at several points in our educational 
program this year. The Baltimore school has been certified by 
the Maryland State Department of Education to present its own 
diplomas, Last year (1949) the Baltimore school added a summer 
session for church workers desiring to take refresher courses on a 
collegiate leve!. The summer session this year will be held July 16-29. 
Courses will be offered in church administration, Christian Edu- 
cation, Doctrine and Bible Geography. Parishes are urged to send 
their workers to this school. 


The Philadelphia school, having mostly graduate students this 
year, has inaugur2ted special seminar periods for religious train- 
ing on a graduate level. It has also developed an excellent program 
of supervised field work, under the direction of a trained social 
work deaconess. 


We thank the Board for the services of Sister Elizabeth in our 
own Tabitha Home. | 


We solicit any suggestion which our pastors or church members 
of our synod may have concerning the Board’s promotional work and 
efforts. It is the Boards’ earnest prayer and wish that somehow 
we all will be aroused to the urgency of this situation and work, 


Your secretary, the Deaconess Board, and the church at large 
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appreciate your work, contributions and last of all your prayers in 
and for this great cause of the church! 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. A BAHNSEN, 


The Report was accepted. 


Words of appreciation for the capable leadership of our Presi- 
dent, Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, were expressed on convention floor. 


The meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer by the 
convention chaplain. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Thursday Morning, May 11, 1950 
The morning devotions were conducted by the convention chap- 
lain. 
The roll was called. 
The minutes were read and approved as read. 


Tellers reported and Messrs, Elmer Sasse, Oliver Wolff, Karl 
Friedeman, and Carl Dumler were declured elected lay delegates 
to U.L.C.A. Convention. 


Report of the President of the Luther League was presented. 
REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF LUTHER LEAGUE 


The 1949 Convention of the Midwest Luther League was held 
at Messiah Lutheran Church, Grand Island, Nebraska on August 
24, 25, and 26. The theme “Christ for the World—The World for 
Christ” was emphasized by the convention speakers and the con- 
vention choir. At Convention seven new leagues were received into 
the Synodical Luther League, namely: Zion of Gothenburg; Zion 
Junior League, Hanover, Kansas; Immanuel at Lodgepole; Trin- 
ity Intermediate at Papillion; Christ League at Louisville; St. 
John’s Russell, Kansas; and St. John’s Yutan. Since Convention the 
leagues at Darrouzett, Texas; Bloomfield and Stanton, Nebraska 
have expressed their desire to join. 


_ The Executive Committee of the Midwest League has met 
twice since convention to take care of the necessary business. At 
the first meeting it was decided to change the name of, and to 
print the “League News.” Each league was to send in its suggestion 
for a name and the league sending in the best name was to re- 
deive a copy of a revised edition of the New Testament. The name 
The Smoke Signal—which wus selected for the paper was sent in 
by the St. Peter’s League at Pilger. 


The Midwest League is again holding Workers’ Conferences 


that is — this year have been “streamlined”— 
» they have been planned ji : 
understandable n planned in such a way as to permit a more 


presentation of the League program and to do it 
in * time. The Workers’ Conference for the North Platte Ares 
Platte en March 16 at Trinity Church in Columbus. The South 

tte Area Conference will be held on April 23 at Diller, Nebraska. 


* 
10 
* 
4 


4 

a 
ff 

id 


The 1950 Convention of the Midwest League will be held at 
St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Hildreth, Nebraska on August 15, 16 


and 17. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ALEX WACKER. 


The Report was accepted. 
Report of Lutheran World Action was presented. 


REPORT OF LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


To say that Lutheran World Action is mainly a relief agency 
that brings food and clothing to a suffering and a war torn Europe 
would not only be making an untrue statement, but would also 
be doing a great injustice and harm to the whole cause. And yet 
we as pastors have been guilty of capitalizing on this one phase, 
and have often led ourselves and our parishioners to believe that 
this is the big thing in Lutheran World Action while the other 
things in it are of little significance. 


To be sure, Lutheran World Action has done and is doing much 
in the bringing of relief to the war torn nations and alleviating of 
their suffering, but it has undertaken a program that is far greater 
and has a far wider scope. . 


As was mentioned before Lutheran World is bringing to the 
needy in Europe the “daily bread.” Yet it has done much more 
than that, for it has done much to bring the Bread of Life, that 
is, a spiritual rehabilitation to Europe. It has done much in the 
bringing about cf a re-awakening in Christian action, i.e., Evangel- 
ism and Stewardship. 


Lutheran World Action has done much in the advancement 
of the influence and leadership of American Lutheranism. In a 
recent speech to the Lutheran World Action directors President 
Fry said that American Lutheranism (i.e. chiefly the National Luth- 
eran Council part of it) has come to a leadership and a powerful 
influence in both the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran 
World Federation. Yet this leadership did not grow out of the fact 
that there was a spirit of aggressiveness and zeal in our Lutheran 
Church that was far greater than any of the other Protestant 
Church bodies here, but the truth in the matter was this. It was 
the Lutheran beyond our shores that was in need; it was our 
brother in faith that was in need, therefore, we were more con- 
cerned than any of the other bodies for the needs over there. Con- 
sequently, the National Lutheran Council organized the Lutheran 
World Action to bring organized help . If there was hunger we 
through Lutheran World Action sent food. If there was spiritual 
need Lutheran World Action helped. If there were refugees to 
be helped and rehabilitated, we helped. 


If there were displaced persons to care for, we cared for them, 
and if they were eligible for immigration to this country, 
since most Protestant displaced persons were Lutheran, the bulk 
of the burden of their resettlement fell upon the shoulders of Luth- 
eran World Action. If Lutheran Missionary societies in Europe 


* 
1 
1 
4 
| 
* 
> 
: 
; 
| * 
| 
* 


had to abandon their fields because of the war and the after-effects 
of it, Lutheran World Action stepped in and cared for these orphan- 
ed missions. So, naturally, when the time came to look for some 
organized leadership for churches in the world, it was found in the 
National Lutheran Council because of Lutheran World Action. 
President Fry said that this world leadership is almost a frighten- 
ing experience because of the great responsibilities that go with 
such leadership. 


Important to bear in mind is the work which Lutheran World 
Action is doing in the orphaned missions and the young churches. 
Much could be said about this great work. So let us sum it up in these 
words. There are about a million and a quarter of souls, native Chris- 
tians, of the orphaned missions that are under the care of that great 
“Love’s Working Arm,” Lutheran World Action; almost half as 
many as the entire confirmed membership of the whole National 
Lutheran Council! 


Your committee is happy to report that our Midwest Synod 
has over-subscribed her quota, giving 114% of her goal. However, 
we regret to report that the United Lutheran Church did not 
reach her goal for 1949. Let us therefore strive not only to reach the 
goal for 1950 but go above lest we fall below that goal and con- 
tribute to the failure of the whole United Lutheran Chureh or 
even the National Lutheran Council. 


With these things in mind your committee recommends. 


1. That synod express its most sincere gratitude to all the 
pastors and congregations for their splendid cooperation, and will- 
ingness to help (for it was, indeed their cooperation and help that 
made this 1949 drive a success) and to call upon them to use their 
efforts in meeting the goal for 1950. 


2. That synod urge all pastors to present the whole program 
of Lutheran World Action to their congregations and parishioners 
and not just one or two phases of it. And impress upon their 
hearts and consciences the greatness of their responsibilities 4§ 
partners in Lutheran World Action. 


3. That synod urge pastors and congregations again to give 
assistance in the care of immigrant displaced persons, that they 
might be placed and employed. , 


4. That Synod approve and make diligent use of all procedures 
materials, aids, and mechanics provided by Lutheran World Action. 
Respectfully submitted 
FRED OLLENDORF 
ARTHUR HUNEKE 
FRED NOLTE, JR. 


LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION REPORT FOR 1949 
Place Goal Paid 


Aubu on 
297.00 $ 303.007 
Bennington 660.00 493.00 


ime 
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Bloomfield, Lindy 134.00 113.00 
269.00 269.00? 
ů AA 66.00 36.00 
Columbus, St. Johns — 383.00 480.00“ 11 
. 353.00 353.00* 1 
470.00 a 
318.00 621.00° 1 
V 81.00 42.00 
. 7.00 609.00 
177.00 177.00˙% 11 
„ 36.00 39.00* Bie 
— 332.00 372.00“ | 
F 239.00 67.00 7 
306.00 306.00“ 
. 695.00 636.00 1 
— — 499.00 297.00 Bit 
9657.00 957.00“ 
147.00 83.00 
592.00 608.00 · 
N Hoisington, 299.00 433.00 ˙ 
Home, Kansas 233.00 112.00 
4 392.00 397.00* 
Hooper, St. Paul's — 524.00 748.00 ˙ 
— 272.00 93.00 
r 1,292.00 550.00 
116.00 241.00“ i 
20.00 36.00* 
173.00 261.00* 
198.00 200.00 
a Lipscomb, Texas 145.00 360.00* 
Lodgepole — 117.00 117.00* 
Louisville 269.00 293.00 
157.00 171.00 
a Z 279.00 303.00 
285.00 
265.00 265.00* 
143.00 142.50 
Oklahoma City, Oklahowa 637.00 738.00 
275.00 
480.00 615.00 
908.00 
358.00 385.00 


bet 

| 258.00 323.00 

Platte Center 182.00 224.00 

Pleasant Valley __. 73.00 73.00“ 


Russell, Kansas, St. Johns 1,383.00 

Russell, Kansas, (R) 189.00 200.00 
173.00 165.00 
332.00 392.00 
Stanton „„ 74.00 59.00 
157.00 395. 00˙ 
Stillwater 142.00 142.00 
Sutton jabs a 220.00 21.00 
Syracuse R 86.00 90.00* 
423.00 400.00 
Wayne 723.00 552.00 
Westboro, Missouri 509.00 661.00 
Wisner ____ 310.00 364.00 
736.00 738.00˙ 
Congregations’ Total 23,915.38 327,287.00 
Private contributions 89.00 
$27,451.00 


114.7% of goal or second high among the synods of the ULC. 
LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION GOALS FOR 1950 


Place Goal Place Goal 
Auburn 1 249.00 
Bennington 639.00 Lincoln, Friedens 1,184.00 
Bloomfield 1,106.00 Lincoln, Havelock __--- 103.00 
Bloomfield, Lindy — 123.00 Lincoln, Zion 161.00 
Blue Hill $ 207.00 
Chappell 63.00 Lipscomb, Texas 155.00 
Columbus, Trinity .... 662.00 Lodge Polltee 87.00 
Columbus, St. John's 373.00 Louisville ______----- 213.00 
Creston 344.00 Madison 138.00 
Darrouzett, Texas 95.00 Niobr ara 123.00 
Diller, St. Paul's 300.00 
Diller, Zion 16.00 Northboro ______._---- 170.00 
Ellis, Kansas 416.00 Ohiowa (x7 236.00 
Emerson 605.00 Ohiowa (R) __-------- 119.00 
Falls City, St. Peter's 168.00 Oklahoma City, Okla. _. 6009.00 
Fontanelle _ 276.00 
Glenvil _._ 207.00 Papillion 76.00 
Gothenburg 276.00 Pender, St. Mark 861.00 
Grand Island 684.00 Pender, St. Pete 342.00 
Gretna 447.00 Perry, Oklahoma 174.00 
Hanover, Kansas 231.00 
Silver Cliff . 252.00 
Hastings, Ist St. Paul's 1,064.00 Platte Center 176.00 
Hastings, St. Paul 135.00 Pleasant Valley 75.00 
Hastings, Immanuel 126.00 Russell, Kansas, 

Hildreth 568.00 Johns 1,307.00 
Hoisington, Kansas _ 269.00 Russell, Kansas (R) — 174.00 
Home, Kansas = 231.00 Schuyler 168.00 
Zion _ * 366.00 Scribner, Ridgeley 258.00 

cooper, St. Paul's 481.00 Scribner, St. John's 189.00 

Johnson ____ |. 68.00 
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Lanham, Kansas 249.00 Sterling 141.00 


Stillwater, Oklahoma 132.00 Wanne 660.00 
. 200.00 Westboro, Missouri 473.00 
355.00 
Tea, South Dakota 221.00 Wiener 213.00 


Wakeeney, Kansas 279.00 
FRED OLLENDORF. 


The Report and recommendations were adopted. 
By motion Pastor Fred Ollendorf was given a rising vote of 


thanks. 


The Lutheran World Action Goals for 1951 were presented. 


LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION GOALS FOR 1951 
FOR THE MIDWEST SYNOD 


Place Goal Place Goal 
1951 1951 
. $ 270.00 Lincoln, Havelock _.___ 98.00 
Bennington 597.00 Lincoln, Zion 150.00 
Bloomfield, St. Mark _. 1,022.00 Linn, Rn.. 194.00 
Bloomfield, Lindy 114.00 Lipscomb, Tex 145.00 
33333 251.00 Lodge Pale 82.00 
59.00 Leuieville| ............. 199.00 
Columbus, Trinity .... 618.00 Madison 119.00 
Columbus, St. John's 343.00 Niobr ara 115.00 
280.00 
Darrouzett, Tex 90.00 Ohiowa, toon 220.00 
Diller, St. Pauls 307.00 Ohiowa, rural 111.00 
. 65.00 Oklahoma City, Okla. 569.00 
258.00 
. 565.00 Northbora, lowa ...... 159.00 
Falls City, St. Peter 157.00 Papillion 444.0. 
Falls City, St. John 40.00 Pender, St. Mark 804.1" 
. 285.00 Pender, St. Peter 320.00 
184.00 Perry, Oklaa 153.00 
Gothenburg — 216.00 
Grand Island 639.00 Pilger 236.00 
Gretna 1 418.00 Platte Center 164.00 
Hanover, Kan. _ 489.00 Pleasant Valley --.-~-~-- 70.00 
r 56.00 Russell, Kan., St. John 1,220.00 
Hastings, St. Paul's 993.00 Russell Kan., Trinity .. 163.00 
Hastings, So. St. Paul's 126.00 Schuyler |....-..--.~-~- 157.00 
Hastings, Immanuel 118.00 Scribner, St. John -... 177.00 
549.00 Scribner, Ridgeley .... 241.00 
Hoisington, Kaan 21. 63.00 
Home, Ran 216.00 Sterling 182.00 
Hooper, Zioͤnn 342.00 Stillwater, 124.00 
Hooper, St. Pauls 451.00 Sutton 187.00 
275.00 Syracuse 73.00 
Lanham, Kan 233.60 Tear 196.00 
231.00 Cehlingg — 70.00 
Lincoln, Friedens 1,105.00 Wakeeney, Kan 261.00 
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Place Goal Place Goa’ 


1951 195, 
Westboro, Mo. 441.00 Computed from the Parochial 
. 327.00 report of Dec. 31, 1948 at $1.40 
— 199.00 per confirmed member. 


The Report on CROP was presented. 


C. R. O. P. CHRISTIAN RURAL OVERSEAS PROGRAM 


Another appeal was made in the State of Nebraska in behalf 
of Crop. The results were about 20% less than in the previous 
year, which was also true generally in other states. 


It was recommended at a meeting of state workers that Crop 
conduct another appeal in the year 1950. It was also recommended 
that the collection be held earlier than in other years. 


Mr. Dahlin, Lutheran representative of the Chicago office, made 
it clear that the need is still great, particularly in Germany and 
Austria. 


You will be contacted at the time when the appeal is made. 


Respectfully submitted, 
M. A. RITZEN. 


Representatives on CROP from Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas 
spoke on the program in their respective states. 


The Committee on Oklahoma Holdings reported that it is 
carrying out the action of Synod to sell the Oklahoma property 
and that the proceeds from land sales be placed in the hands of 
the Home Mission Committee of Synod to be used for a building 
site and Student chapel at Stillwater, Oklahoma. 


The report was received. 


Tellers reported and Pastor Richard Jobman was declared 
elected Vice-President on the third ballot. 


Tellers reported and Messrs. August Brei and Carl Grothen 
were declared elected lay delegates to the U.L.C.A. Convention. 


Alternates to serve in order are Messrs. Loyd Lewallen, Emil 


Sudman, Manley Wilson, William Horst, Walter Feye, and Herman 
Langholz. 


_ Committee on Nominating Lay Members to Executive Board 
presented its nominees. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR NOMINATING OF LAY 
MEMBERS TO EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The Committee for nominations of laymen on the Executive 
Board recommends the following: 
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Mr. C. Myrom, Hastings 
Mr. Walter Jobman, ite —— 
Mr. E. T. Warnemunde, Winside 1 


Mr. Fred Krug, Russell, Kansas. 
Respeetfully submitted. 7 


REV. H. G. KNAUB 1 
HENRY LORENZ a 
HERB H. WISCHHOF 
H. J. DIEKHOFF. | 


Additional nominations were made from the floor of convention. 1 
By motion the nominations were closed. 


Election of lay members to the Executive Board was ordered. 
The Committee on History of Synod reported. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORY OF SYNOD : 


‘ Your Committee reports that the writers, the Pastors: L. J. | 
. Wolff, P. Bieger, A. B. Lentz, J. Schrader, M. Schroeder, Sr., M. 
Ritzen, R. R. Syre, H. O. Rhode, F. C. Schuldt and R. Jobman have 
completed their assignments and submitted their manuscripts. The 
Editorial Committee, consisting of the Pastors: L. J. Wolff, M. 
Schroeder, Sr., R. R. Syre, H. O. Rhode and A. B. Lentz have 
: edited the copy. The contract for the printing and binding of 1200 
books was let, after receiving bids from about 10 firms, to the 
; Seright Publication Bureau, in Lincoln, Nebraska. The approxi- 
4 mate cost on the basis of 280 pages will be $2,100. Delivery is 
F promised for approximately July Ist, 1950. } 


—̃ 


Your Committee recommends: 


1. That a committee for the Promotion of Sales and Distribu- 
tion of History be appointed. 


2. That copies of the History in the amount of approximately 
7% of the communing membership of each congregation 
or congregations be mailed to the pastor and that he be 
requested to arrange for their sale. 


3. Additional copies in any amount shall be available upon 
order. 


4. The book, 6x9 with 280 pages, cloth bound, containing in the 
neighborhood of 250 pictures shall sell for $1.50 a copy. 
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The Committee shall have the right, in keeping with the 
action adopted by Synod last year, to solicit additional vol- 
untary contributions from individuals, congregations and 
organizations to help pay the difference betwoen the cost 
2 and receipts from sales. 


Respectfully submitted, 


“ A. B. LENTZ 
7 H. O. Rhode. 
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The motion was made to add 600 copies to the order for his- 
tories of Synod. 


The substitute motion to add 300 was lost. 

The motion to increase the order by 600 carried. 

The report was adopted. 

Tellers reported and Mr. C. A. Myrom was reported elected 


tc the Executive Roard on the first ballot. 


Report of the Committee for The Lutheran was presented. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE LUTHERAN 


Your Committee reports the following resume of subscriptions 
received from our congregations as a result of “THE LUTHERAN 


Synodical Plan.” 
Northern Conference 


Bloomfield 3⁵ 
Columbus 94 
Hooper 25 
Papillion 164 
Pierce 12 
Pilger 114 
Pender 30 
Piatte Center 42 
Southern Conference 578 
Chappell & Lodge Pole Grace & Immanuel 16 
Diller D 9 
Gothenburg 77 
Grand Island D 14 
Hildreth 17 
Louisville 10 
Kansas Conference 143 

Diller 
Ellis Z 115 
Lanham rn 21 
Oklahoma City, Okla. First Lutheran -—------------ 161 
Darrouzett, Texas 25 
324 


Grand Total 1045. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WM. H. GOEDE. 


The report was accepted with additions, 


44. 
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Report of Committee on Letters and Communications was pre- 
sented. 


A letter from Pastor Paul Hansen, M'ssionary in British Guiana, 
was read. 


Greetings from P'astor Levon Spath, Missionary in Argentine, 
were read. 


A letter of invitation from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Hil- 
dreth, Nebraska, to meet there in convention next year was read. 


The motion carried to receive and acknowledge the letters of 
greeting. 


By motion the invitation was accepted. 


The motion carried that the Secretary be instructed to send 
a letter of greeting to all our missionaries. 


The Committee on Publications reported. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 
Your Committee on Publications presents the following report: 


Dr. Lenski’s “Interpretation of the New Testament” is, no 
doubt the best Lutheran Commentary on that part of the Bible. 
Of great practical value for the pastor are the same author’s “The 
Ancient and the Eisenach Epistle and Gospel Selections.” 


Dr. Leupold’s exposition of Genesis and of Daniel, published 
recently, are two great works by this widely known conservative 
Lutheran scholar, American Lutheran. | 


Women of the Bible, by A. T. Lundholm, Augustana Book Con- 
cern, furnishes excellent reading for Ladies Aid and Women’s Mis- 
sionary Societies. 

Your committee, 
J. N. MARXEN, 
VICTOR MOELLER. 


The report was accepted. 
The Committee on President’s Report gave its report. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your Committee has studied the report of our President and 
we feel highly encouraged over the progress which the past year 
has brought. 


The program of building and improvement of church property 
has been outstanding during the year. 


We commend our President for the stress laid upon faithfulness 
toward the Word of God as the chief means of success in the work 
of the Church of Jesus Christ. We also commend him for his 
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untiring effort to render the best service possible. to our Synod. 
May God grant him wisdom, patience, and strength to carry on. 


Your Committee recommends that Synod express its appre- 
ciation to our President for faithful work by a rising vote of thanks. 


Respectfully submitted, 
G. HERBER. 

W. ROWOLDT 

J. KASER 

THEO. G. KUEHNER 


EMIL W. SUDMAN. 


The Report was adopted. 


Tellers reported and Mr. Walter Jobman was declared elected 
to the Executive Board on the third ballot. 


The Report of the Executive Board on Nominations of Boards 
and Standing Committees was presented. 


The motion was carried to authorize the Executive Board to 
make the necessary appointments. 


Pastor H. O. Rhode was appointed representative on the 
“Kirchliches Monats Blatt.” 


The motion carried which suggested a change of appointing 
to the Committee on Evangelism, a Pastor from the Southern Con- 


ference and to appoint Pastor Martin Schroeder, Jr., in place of 
Pastor Walter Rowoldt. 


The report of the Executive Board on Nominations was accept- 
ed as changed. 


The Committee on Resolutions presented its report. 
REPORT ON THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Your Committee recommends the following resolutions: 


1. That Synod express its heartfelt appreciation of the kind 
hospitality of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Russell, Kansas; 


2. That Pastor and Mrs. Althof be particularly commended for the 


hard work oY preparation and gracious entertainment of the 
many guests attending this convention. 


3. That Synod express gratitude and present the following tok- 
ens of appreciation for the extra work it caused: $10.00 to 
the organist, and $10.00 to the church custodian; 


That the Treasurer of Synod be instructed to present the 
following gifts to the members of the executive board: $75.00 
to the Editor of The Midwest Lutheran; $75.00 to the Manager , 
and $75.00 to the Assistant Manager of the same periodical; 
$200.00 to the Secretary of Synod; $125.00 to the Statiatical 
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1 Secretary of Synod; $75.00 to the Vice-President; and $400.00 
4 to the Treasurer of Synod; 


5. Be it further resolved that the Synod, through the Committee ; : ; | 
on The Ministry, Luther League. Missionary | Society, and | 
the Brotherhood, instigate a concentrated program for the 
search of candidates for the ministry and other fields of sérv- 
ice, and that this program be extended through the confer- 
ences and the remotest districts of Synod by personal con- 


tact; 


——— 


6. That we ask the chaplain of the convention to offer the fol- | | 
lowing prayers at this time: (a) A prayer of thanksgiving, 
comfort, and protection for Dr. Wiencke, and his family; 
(b) A prayer for Harlan Brei; (e) And a prayer for God's 
gracious protection for those of our brethren who suffered loss 
of life and property during recent storms and floods; | 


Be it resolved that Synod through its Secretary inform ; 
Dr. Tabor of our sincere appreciation of having been with . 
us and for his inspirational and informative presentations. 


8. Be it resolved that we go on record as a Synod voicing our 
deepest appreciation for the work of Dr. Walter A. Maier 


through the Lutheran Hour. 


9. Resolved that the Secretary of Synod be instructed to ex- 


press our appreciation, through the officers of the U. L. C. A., : 
to the Commission on Fvangelism of the N.L.C., for initiating 7 


the program of Evangelism. : 


10. Recommended that the Executive Board of Synod examine 
the question raised by Pastor Bernhardt in regard to the 
preaching at a non-Lutheran Church by students from our 
Seminary so us to find a practical and just solution in ac- 


cordance with Lutheran practices. 


The motion was made to adopt the Resolutions as a whole. 
- The substitute motion carried to adupt them seriatim. 


Recommendation No. 1 adopted. No. 2 adopted with the amend- 

ment that Pastor J. N. Marxen be asked to carry out this recom- | 

1 mendation. No. 3 and 4 were adopted. No. 5 was presented and ‘ 
adopted as amended. No. 6 was adopted. No 7 was presented 
and adopted. No. 8. was adopted. No. 9 was adopted. No. 10 


was adopted. 
The motion to adopt the report as a whole was carried. 4 
The convention chaplain led in a period of prayer. | 


The Report of Committee on Leave of Absence and Exeuses 
was presented. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
AND EXCUSES 


Your Committee recommends that the following Pastors be 
excused from Synod Convention attendance: K. Klinger, H. L. Lenz- 
er, Otto Bergfelder, M. A. Ritzen, D.D., M. Schroeder, D.D., E. 
Wendt, Paul Rowoldt, E. J. Moede, R. M. Sauberzweig, M. Koolen, 
D.D., T. Schmunk, L. Hopp, F. Walter, D.D., G. K. Wiencke, D.., 
Waldorf Lau, J. Goemmel, P. Bieger, M. A. Jensen, G. K. Wiencke, 
Jr., V. R. Pietzko, J. O. Krueger, Herman Goede, H. B. Pearson, 
E. Rabe, D.D., Wm. Harder, K. Vordemann, P. O. Spehr, Sr., Jack 
Peil, J. M. Holzberger, and C. G. Wagner. 


Your Committee, 


VICTOR MOELLER 
F. C. NOLTE 
JAKOB JOHANNSEN 
ED SCHNEIDER. 


The report was adopted as changed. 


By motion a rising vote of thanks to Dr. Wiencke, Sr., was given 
by the convention and the President was instructed to express our 
appreciation to him. 


The committee on Secretary's Report presented its report on 
a matter referred. 


ADDITIONAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
PROTOCOL AND SECRETARY’S REPORT 


The Committee recommends that the proposed changes and 
amendments in the by-laws of the Constitution, as found in the 
Secretary’s Report, be adopted. 

ADOLPH HAVEKOST 
R. SHIRCK 

H. JOENS 

HENRY ROWOLDT. 


The motion to table the recommendation carried. 
The Report on Tabitha Home was presented. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TABITHA HOME 


Naturally this has been an outstanding year in the history o! 
this Institution for it was within this year, 1949, that the commod- 
lous new building for the aged was practically completed and we 
moved our aged guests, kitchen, dining room and offices from the old 


structure. We have entered, we believe n 
the Institution. 8 „a new era in i y 


Naturally we expect larger figures pertaining to the welfare 
and service in our aged guests’ department, In 1948 we served 88 
guests. During 1949 we served 97 aged guests, These figures wil! 


grow considerably in the service rendered with the new and larger 
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equipment in the year 1950. Of the 97 aged guests served 39 were 
men, 58 were women. At the beginning of the year there were 60 
guests living in the Home. Thirty-seven were received during the 
year; 18 were dismissed; 9 were taken by death. Of the tot2! of 
97 guests served, 69 were Lutheran; 28 were non-Lutheran. Thirty- 
two gave as their residence Lincoln; 65 from outside of Lincoln or 
Lancaster County. Of the total of 97; 25 were Old Age Assistant 
recipients. Seventy-two were either here on contract, or paying 
their own expenses, or earning part of their care and a few, purely 
charity. During the year we received and have with us now one dis- 
placed person, a Latvian woman. 


— — — 


In our children's department, 48 children were served this year. 
At the beginning of the year there were 34 children, At the close 
of the year there were 33 children. During the year 14 were re- 
ceived and 12 dismissed. Twenty-two families were represented by 
the children served. Of the 12 dismissed during the year; 8 were 
returned to the home of a parent or relative, 3 of them returned to 
the state of their residence, in Wyoming. One child was found to 
be epileptic and was placed where he would receive special care in 
a private home. Three of the children under our care are living in 
private homes and have lived there two years or more. One child 
under our care is a Latvian D. P. 


Of the 48 children served, 44 were either Lutheran or baptized 
Lutheran shortly after entering Tabitha. Four were non-Lutheran. 
Of the total served 36 were from outside of Lincoln or Lancaster 
County; 12 from Lincoln. The final papers for the adoption of one 
of our boys were filed during the year and the adoptive placement 
will soon be made of another one of our boys. 


A great deal of service was rendered by our case worker to ; 

children who were not actually received into Tabitha Home. We 
have cooperated with our own Lutheran Child Caring Agency and | 
with private and civic agencies as well. Five children were refe 
to St. Thomas; 17 were referred to other state or private agencies. 
These children were out of the scope of service that is rendered by 
Tabitha Home either because of age limits or health conditions, Our 
case worker has regularly attended meetings of the local Family 
and Children’s Groups and the Family and Child Care Division of 
our Nebraska Lutheran Council. 


2 At the present there is room for 5 girls in Bethel and 2 boys in 
Nazareth. 


THE TABITHA FARM 


One will note from the audit that the total income from live- 
stock, poultry. milk and cream during the year 1949 was $6,152.28. : 
This amount is reduced $2,490 by a decrease in inventory which was | i 

| due to the fact that we completely sold our hog crop through the g 
8 year. (Also, of course, the depreciation in machinery and build. ' ik 
; ings.) This leaves a gross profit of $3,662.28. This gross profit | 
through the year was approximately eaten up by expenses, accord- 
ing to the audit, but nevertheless, the farm, in December, turned 
over $2,000 to the building fund and likewise in January of this 
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year another $2,000 was paid into the building fund. The bank state- 
ment at the end of this month shows a balance of $1,215.42 


Owing to the fact that the city of Lincoln will not permit other 
than Grade A milk to be sola, we have found it advisable to put in 
equipment meeting the requirements of the City Board of Health. 
This included a milk cooler, a hot water heater and certain changes 
in our milk room. The Home is paying for this equipment which 
will be a little over $500. Our tenant took care of the labor and 
the incidental material in connection with the changes of the barn 
which were necessary. The new tenant on the farm is Mr. Carl 
Ossenkop. He has a wife and two children. 


OUR HELPERS 


The help situation at Tabitha has improved. We believe that 
we are leaving a very fine corps of workers. Not that everything 
has run perfectly smooth. Where you bring together personalities 
living and working together as closely as they do at Tabitha there 
is bound to be friction from time to time. A number of new helpers 
have been engaged this year, We incre2sed our staff because we 
realized the extra work that would be entailed in moving and be- 
coming reorganized in the new building. 


During this year Tabitha Home extended a cal! to Sister Eliza- 
beth Huth to become the Matron and Hostess at Tabitha Home. 
The Baltimore Motherhouse, with whom Sister Elizabeth is associated, 
consented to the call and assigned her to serve at Tabitha Home. 


She came to the Home the first of August. We are most happy to 
have her in our midst. 


FINANCES: GENERAL FUND 


I analyzing our auditor’s report one notes the fact that our 
income receipts for the year 1949 amounted to 854.8 10.84. This ex- 
ceeded the 1948 receipts by $881.13. One will notice that the operat- 
ing receipts for the year were $1,009 more in 1948 than they were 
in 1949. The Home is doing much more charitable work than form- 
erly. We note the fact that voluntary contributions in 1949 exceeded 
those in 1948 by $2,230.20. The Community Chest is almost $1,000 
more in 1949 than 1948. It is with some satisfaction that we note 
that our total expenditures in 1949 were 158.04 less than in 1948. 
However, because of the expenditures exceeding the receipts this 
year and in 1948, $5,000 was drawn from the Emergency and De- 
preciation Fund and placed in the General Fund during the year. 
One other word in regard to the General Fund; we believe that many 
folks contribute to Tabitha Home regardless of what fund it is to 
go into. After the building is entirely paid for, we believe that many 
of these gifts will be available for the general fund or any other 
use so directed by the Board. 


Your Executive Director praises the Lord and realizes to Him 
should be all glory, but I cannot refrain from looking back over 
the last eight and one-half years and note the growth of the build- 
ing fund. The new boiler house was being completed when I came 
in July, 1941 and after it was paid for there remained but about 
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$7,000 actually in the building fund. The general fund owed to 
building fund $12,000, but that amount 9 not available. * 
these years as I have made these reports to you I have called your 
attention to the marvelous way in which the Church has responded 
to the need! For example, on January 1, 1948, there was $213,217.42. 
On January 1, 1949 there was $306,818.27 and on January 1, 1960, 
$392,832.56. We expect to receive in the near future from the Be- 
quests and other sources $48,760.72 for the Building Fund, and face 
an expenditure of $53,238.81, leaving a balance yet to be received of 
$4,478.12. If the Church would give us the $45,000.00 before sum- 
mer, we would be able to complete the building free from debt. 
It is our hope and prayer that this can be done. 


Surely we have all reasons to be grateful to God and the Church 
for the wonderful support we have received in this great enter- 
prise. May God bless you for all you have done for Tabitha Home 
in the past, and may you continue to support us with your gifts and 


prayers. 
TRUSTEES OF TABITHA HOME 
The Report was received. 


The motion was made and carried that the Executive Board 
be asked to study the advisability of having a Secretary or Stenog- 
9 present to write up all Committee Reports to be presented 
to Synod. 


2 telegram of greeting from the Rocky Mountain Synod was 
rea 


The motion carried to acknowledge this greeting and instruct the 
Committee on Letters and Communications to send a greeting in 


return. 
The minutes of the fifth session were read and approved as read. 


The session was adjourned and the Convention was closed 
with the installation of officers and the services of formal closing 
conducted by the President. 


CERTIFICATION 


These minutes are certified to be the true copy of the true 
Record of the proceedings of the Sixty-First Annual Convention of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, convening May 8, to May 11, 1950 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Russell, Kansas, Rev. Theodore 


Althof, Pastor. 


(Signed) LORIN J. WOLFF 
(Certified) WERNER P. WELCHERT. 
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Program Of Services and Speakers 


COMMUNION SERVICE 
Monday Evening, May 8, 8:00 


THE SERMON: Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, S.T.M.. President of 
Synod. 


Liturgist: Pastor Hugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary of Synod 
Order for the Opening of Synod. ; 


ORDINATION, ANNIVERSARY, and MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Tuesday Evening, May 9, 8:00 | 
ORDINATION SERMON: Pastor Walter Rowoldt 


Candidate for Ordination: Earl F. Heuser 
Liturgist: Pastor E. C. Hansen 
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY ADDRESS: Pastor H. O. Rhode 


ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 


Dr. M. Koolen 50th Anniversary 


MEMORIAL SERMON: Pastor R. Moehring 


IN MEMORY OF 


Mrs. Martin Koolen 

Mrs. Martha Waldschmidt 
Mrs. Fred Nolte 

Capt. Hugo Waldschmidt 


LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S BANQUET: Wednesday Evening, May 10, 
30. 


Speaker: Dr. Ralph Tabor 

Master of Ceremonies: Mr. Elmer Sasse 

Convention Chaplain: Pastor A. C. Baughman 
Convention Organist: Pastor Martin Schroeder, Jr. 
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JULY 1, 1948 TO JULY 1, 1999 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD 


Place General. 8 Tri Miss Thank Life Tabitha “id. Chriet- Lent 4 Patron India Specials 
Fund ical Con. ton Offer & In Home nd mas Werd Fre lee Wee. 
nd Fund Fund ing Memor. N P. Aid 

Auburn St. Jahn 14.00 200 160 27.50 20.00 5.00 eases 
2 Bennington St. John 35.00 5.60 280 —___. 69.00 30.00 75.00 20.00 7.00 __ 25.00 25.00 25.00 319.40 
3 Bloomfield St. Mark 49.40 820 3.80 15.00 124.00 24.00 _.... 1800 0 
4 Columbus Trinity 445 118.10 66000 200 4. 
5 Creston St. Peter 189.00 4.40 2.20 10.00 8040 20.00 1000 5.00 10.00 321.00 
23.50 2.00 1.00 10.00 43.00 1000 20.00 10.00 15.00 — €00 2000 160.50 
28.00 324.00 40.00 50.00 25.00 10.00 . 25.00 20.75 50.00 See. 75 
8 7800 20.00 389.00 10.00 7.00 5.00 50.00 21.00 275.00 
9 Falle City St. Peters ... 15.00 200 1000 14.00 26.00 ....-.. 00 
10 Fontanelle Salem r 5.00 3.00 20.00 57.00 10.00 35.00 15.00 13.00 15.00 50.00 5.00 200 0 
11 Gotherburg Zion __.... 25.60 4.20 2.10 13.70 100.00 85.00 31.00 6.00 14060 4610 2995 2600 362.25 
12 Hanover on 34.30 5.88 2.99 46.45 45.00 3000 7.15 200 Wee 183.460 
13 Hastings W.M.S. £=-...... 21.00 23.53 5.00 K 181.40 
14 Hastings True Rue 40.60 7.00 3.50 _.... 105.00 2000 23.40 5.00 * 204 ho 
15 Hastings Immanuel 4.00 2.00 6.00 51.00 ...... 1200 45.00 5.00 158.00 
16 Hooper St. Fall! 57.70 9.80 490 25.00 197.00 2000 7900 as 75.00 10.00 451.25 
17 M 25.70 4.40 2.20 5.00 143.90 50.00 20.00 --.... „ 4280 500 500 
18 Lan 111 3.40 1.70 5.00 44.00 2000 22.00 5.00 5.00 1700 500 1900 5400 172850 
19 Lewes Pawel 5.00 10000 — — 18 00 * 42 10 
20 Lincoln LA 2000 10.00 289 5. 25.00 5.00 

21 Lincoln Frieden WMS 173.00 10.00 500 220.00 20.00 _.. 443.00 457 
‘2 Lincoln Havelock ..... 10 148 .... 12.00 
23 Lincoln e. Joan 0)1— | becca 
3.00 1.50 67.16 10.00 15.00 © 500 4600 190.14 
25 Lindy Good 21.328 3.48 1.70 866 58660 20680) 11.00 5.00 23.65 10.00 186.08 
26 Louisville Christ 6 2.40 1.20 8.00 50.00 10.00 10.00 7.00 4.00 3.00 5.00 10.00 1126.08 
28 Northbore St. Pauls — 1680 2.80 140 66.00 en 
29 Ohiowa St. John 1410 5.00 2.00 ] 34.00 30.00 5. 1300 56.00 545 1100 12658 
30 Oklahoma City ....... 29.00 5.00 2.30 35.00 134.00 35.00 74.00 120.00 14.50 400 
31 St. Letters 9.00 2.00 100 ..... 1600-1000 15.00 _5.00 7.00 8. 178 
32 Russell St. John 36.30 8.20 4.10 160.89 50.00 "5.00 26.00 16.50 _... 65.00 4148 
33 Sterling St. John 18.00 5.00 2.00 15.00 41/00 23.00 18% 1200 __. 40.00 10.00 184.08 
34 Stillwater alem 24.00 400 2.00 5.00 71.00 2000 20.00 5.00 a.5o S00 Moo 104.58 
35 Wayne Redeemer 25.70 68.00 10 00 10.00 13.00 15.00 23 00 7.00 20.08 
36 Westboro St. John 39.90 5.40 2.70 20.00 182 40.00 3100 21.00 40.00 1700 420.4 
37 Wisner Chrise 15.30 200 100 34.00 2000 10.00 5.00 75.00 13.00 175.2. 

LADIES AIDS 

38 Bennington St 900 . * 
41 Bloomfield St. Mare 20.00 
42 Chappel Grace ·’— 2 5 an 
25.00 
44 Columbus Trinity 10.00 
49 Gretna Resu ion 10. 
51 Zion 5.00 2 son 
Louleville Christ ¹ 10.00 
58 Pierce Christ & m(˙ 10.00 
16 00 10.00 
5R Seri , 20.00 2000 
15.00 
— 15.00 182 
66 Midland Offering ˙·» 145 60 
1004.45 431.60 75.30 806.84 2800.20 600.00 1082 °° 425.60 206.10 367.40 741.45 302.38 343.50 8277.02 
Disbursements 1077.00 259.59 73.30 600.00 2759.80 600.00 1083.25 425.60 103.10 246.40 710.00 223.53 323.50 8584.87 


Respectfully submitted! 
WES. M A. RITZEN. Treseorer 
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A Home For 


The HOMELESS AGED 
The HELPLESS 
The ORPHAN . 
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For Christ and Country 


MIDLAND COLLEGE TRAINS 


men and women to love Christ and serve their country, 
with all their heart: LOYALLY; 

with all their mind: INTELLIGENTLY; 

with all their strength: POWERFULLY; 


FOR CHRIST 


From our Christian colleges, including Midland, there has been 
going forth, and must continue to go forth, a stream of intel- 
ligent and consecrated young men and women, qualified and 


determined to serve Christ in all walks of life. 


‘ FOR COUNTRY 


. 


In putting Christ into the hearts and minds of her students, 
Midland College is putting the steel of truth and integrity and 


the cement of loyal citizenship into American life. 


For Literature Write to 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 
Fremont, Nebraska 


A standard, four-year, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 


— departments of business, education, music, journalism and 
ogy. 


THE REV. W. P. HIERONYMUS, Ph.D., President 


| CENTRAL 
LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
(Successor to Westerrf Theological Seminary) 
Fremont, Nebraska 
ry. 


“urtures purity of faith, holiness of life and earnestness 
of purpose. 


Treasures the loyalty of its graduates and former stu- 
dents and the beneficence of its benefactors. 


— in its opportunity to serve and in the dawn of a 
new day of bigger and better things. 


A -dministers all its affairs economically, as a faithful 
steward of the church’s money, 


Mal to the scriptures and to the Confessions. 
L The Rev. E. Bryan Keisler, D. D., S. T. D., President. 


— 
— 
— 
— 


„„ „„ 


ͤ ͤ ͤůu— —— 


— 


| 
| 

| 
} 

8 | 
} 

} 

} 
| 
8 
\ 
8 
x 
8 
8 
8 
| 
8 
8 
8 
N 
x 
x 
| 
| 
.. T 
TH | 
| 

| 
| 
* * 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod | 
In The Midwest 
of the 

United Lutheran Church In America 


PROCEEDINGS 


Of The 
SIXTY-SECOND CONVENTION 


Held In 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Hildreth, Nebraska 


— — — 


May 14 - 17, 1951 


“A Mighty Fontnosa Ja Oun God” 
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Calendar of Causes In 
The United Lutheran Church In America 


Month Cause Board or Agency 
September Parish Education —— Parish and Church School Board 
October Social MissionsBq ß Board of Social Missions 
November Stewardship ----~-~----- Lutheran Laymen’s Movement 
December Christian Ministry --.. Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief 
January Foreign Mission g Board of Foreign Missions 
February American Missions Board of American Missions 
April Christian Higher Education Board of Education 
May World Lutheranism -------- Lutheran World Federation 
„ Deaconess Work Board of Deaconess Work 


Synodical Calendar of Special 
Days and Seasons 


Synodical Social Missions 


_... Easter 
Synodical American Missions —— First Four Sundays in Lent 
Tabitha Home 11 October 15 to November 15 
Lutheran World Actions Month of May 


Budget of The Midwest Synod For 1952 


Synodical Home Missions •— $ 3,500 7.17“, 
Midland College 20,000 40.29% 
Central Seminary 4,700 945% 
Beneficiary Educatibktn nns 3,800 7.76% 
Lutheran Student Work 


—N— 


— •1•ð eä... u! 


Tabitha Home 1,500 3.00% 
Social Missions 2,900 5.81% 
Synodical Relief $ 900 
Welfare Work 2,000 
synodical Paper $ 800 1.58% 
Synodical Administration 3,800 7.77 
Parish Education 200 
President's Office: ._... : 6.600 13.27% 
Salary .....m00.. 5 000 
Expense 734 
Pension & Family Protection Plan 266 
_ Repayment & Maintenance _____...___ 600 
History of . 300 577 
UL one — for Midwest Synod $ 49,600 100.00 \ 
.A. for 1982 $ 64,046 $ 5.64 per Communing 
Member 
Midwest Synod for 19522 $ 49,600 $ 4.36 per Communing % 
Member 
Total rm 
1 $113,646 $10.00 per Communing 
Member * 
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Proceedings 
OF THE 
Sixty-Second Annual Convention 


OF THE 


E. 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod In The 
Midwest 
OF THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
HELD IN 


ST. PETERS LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Hildreth, Nebraska 


May 14-17. 1951 


The Rev. Alfred J. Duis, Pastor 
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St. Peter's Lutheran Church 
Hildreth, Nebraska 


BRIEF HISTORY OF CHURCH 


“Saint Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hildreth, Nebraska. 
was organized August 4, 1901, the cornerstone was laid September 
30, 1901, however, Divine Services were held in schoolhouses as early 
as 1897. The beginnings were difficult for the congreg*tion since 
the representatives of the Iowa and of the Missouri Synods were 
vying for position and possession, Due to the constant and tiresome 
changes of Pastors, the congregation resolved to call a Pastor af- 
filiated with the Midwest Synod. The confessional basis in the be- 
ginning was supposed to be “Congregational,” but thanks to the 
staunch Lutheranism of the Ostfriesians, it became Lutheran. Lin- 
guistic difficulties produced another crisis in the form of à com- 
petitive Lutheran Church affiliated with the English Nebraska 
Synod. Both congregations. however soon became aware of the 
limitations of field and erowth, and thus on December 13, 1946, 
a ioint Council of both churches was called which decided to call a 
ioint Congregational meeting for the purpose of merging the two 
conererations. The merger was a unanimous resolve: parsonage 
of St. Paul was sold, also the lots and schoolhouse of St. Peter’s: 
the new church was to affiliate with the Midwest Synod. The set- 
tlement was mort amicable between Synods and congregations. The 


cornerstone of the new Church was laid December 12, 1948, and the 
dedication on January 30, 1949. 


13 “The Golden Jubilee of the church was observed on Sunday, May 
1951, the day before the 1951 Synodical Convention. 


“These Pastors served St Peter: 0 Jansen, F. Wm. Gretzler. O. 
— H. L. Lenser, G. F. R. Duhrkop, E. J. Moede, A. J. Duis, 


These Pastors 
gar Dorner, Henry served St. Paul: E. A. Stein. Henry Scherer, 


Dumler, E. Gilmer, C. H. Kemper, E. Switzer.” 
Quoted from “Story of the Midwest Synod” 180 


1 


| 
> 
ia 
4 — 
| 
˖õ˙³ W 


‘poudg WOMPIP OY} JO UONUSAUOD oy} pu JO 


j 1 17 


J 
* 4 
2 
| 
* = 
= 
| 
— „ 
« 
! 
N. 
= t — 
i a = 
| 
| 
F 4 
0 
+ : N — 4 


1 
* 
| 
* 
4 
1 
* 
‘ 
1 


Hans M. Biedenweg 


Fred W. Henkel 
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Ebenezer 


“Let a man so account of us as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in 
stewards that a man be found faithful.” 


DEDICATED TO THE BRETHREN 


HANS M. BIEDENWEG 
FRED W. HENKEL 


ON THE 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR ORDINATION 


74 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor's Name 
and 


Address 


Time of 
Ordination 


— 


Lay Delegate’s | 
Name and 


Congregation 
and 
Parish 


Time of 
Organization 


1. P. Bieger 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

2. C. G. Wagner 
804 East Arch St. 
Jerseyville, III. 

3. F. Rabe, D. D. 

2908 S. 25th 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

4. Wm. Harder 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

5. J. O. Krueger 
6409 Logan Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

6. P. Rowoldt, Sr. 
3210 Summit Blvd. 
Lincoln, 2, Nebraska 

7. E. Walter, D. D. 1898 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

8. K. Klinger 1898 
54 8. Greenwood Ave. 
Pasadena, California 

9. M. Koolen, D.. 1900 

' 1633 Van Dorn St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

10. O. Bergfelder 
255 llth N. W. 
Waverly, Iowa 

11. L. Hopp 1905 
2119 Myrtle Ave. 

Long Beach 6, Calif. 

12. M. A. Jensen 1905 
Hastings, Nebraska 
Route 1 

13. H. L. Lenser 1906 
Home, Kansas 

14. F. C. Schuldt, D. D. 1906 
340 West 5th Street 
Fremont, Nebraska 

15. J, Goemmel 
Sutton, Nebraska 

16. J. M. Holzberger 

Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
tions not affiliated with 


1893 
1895 


1897 


1902 


1905 


1906 
1906 


Walter Grothen 
Hastings, Nebr. 
Route 1 


Emmanuel (Supply) 
Hastings, Nebraska 


1 
| 1 | 
; = 2 | = 
t 
18. 
Retired 19. 
_.--~~-Retired 
1 * netired 
2. 
2 Retired 
7— - ---~~-Retired 
| 
6 Retired 
6 
4 
| 
5 Retired 
’ 
6 Frieden’s* J 
Home, Kansas 18 
| 5. 
Sutton, Nebr. 18 
2 


ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Blue Hill, Nebraska 

W. O. Zahlis, S. T. M. 1906 
Ellis, Kansas 

E. Wendt 
9722 San Vincente St. 
South Gate, Calif. 

J. Schrader, D. D. 1909 

Lipscomb, Texas 

21. Chr. Rautenstrauss“ 1910 
6170 West 40 Ave. 
Wheat Ridge, Colo. 

J. A. Bahnsen 1910 
506 New York Ave. 


Fontanelle, Nebr. 
M. Schroeder, Sr 
A. M., DD. 
Glenvil, Nebraska 
F. W. Nolte, D. D. 1917 
Missouri 


Hastings, Nebraska 

E. C. Hansen, 8. T. D. 1919 
2810 Sumner St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Ch. (Maj.) Gustav F. 
Duhrkop 0-502073, 1919 


A.P.O. 872 


Bladen, Nebr. Blue Hill, 
? 


St. John's 
Lipscomb, Texas 


Nebraska 


1909 Ed Schneider 
Darrouzett, Tex. 


1909 Alvin Schneider Emmanuel 

Hoisington, Kan. Hoisington, Kansas 
St. Paul's 

Hastings, Nebraska 

1910 Alex Flagler Zion's 

Star Route Wakeeney, Kansas 

Wakeeney, Kansas 


1913 Paul Lohse Zion's (Supply) 
Hollenberg, Kan. Diller, Nebraska 


1914 Fred Born St. Paul's 
Follett, Texas Darrouzett, Texas 
Trinity 
Tea, S. D. 
Salem 


Fontanelle, Nebr. 


1916 
Glenvil, Nebraska 
Westboro, Mo. 
107. 
1919. United Lutheran 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
U. S. Army Chaplain 
1919 


Hq. and Hg. Co. 7720 E. C. R. D 


*Congregations not affiliated with 


% Postmaster, New York, N. Y Synod 


died 
* 


**Retired, after Synod Meeting. 


1 Pastors Name 33 H Lay Delegate“ Congregation 
: and an Name and and i 
11 Address Address Parish 
43 
6 P : J. N. Marxen 1906 1916 Harold Waechter St. Paul’s 


1915 
1924 


1890 


1905 


1910 


1919 


1916 


ae 


„ 


Hastings, Nebraska 
R. Moehring 1910 
Wakeeney, Kansas 1 
. K. Vordermann 1910 | 
Tabitha Home : 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Diller, Nebraska 
. F. Podzus 1913 
211 W. 12th. St. 
Hutchinson, Kansas 
H. O. Rhode 1914 
Darrouzett, Texas 
T. G. Kuehner 1915 
* Tea, South Dakota 1889 
4 M. A. Ritzen, D.D. 1916 ei | 
1878 
1886 
V. R. Pietzko 1917 
18 1500 W 3rd Street 
om 


ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 33 31 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 
and 2122 88 Name and and 
Address Parish 
oi= 
35. A. B. J. Lentz, D.D. 1919 1919 P. G. Hennings Christ's i 
Louisville, Nebr. Louisville, Nebr. 3 Nebr. lf 
. J. Diekhoff 1920 1920 Henry Meyer John's 
7. E. Moede 1920 1943 Henry Dietze esurrection j 
Gretna, Nebraska Gretna, Nebraska Gretna, Nebraska | 
88. A. C. Baughman 1921 1949. Midland College b 
1024 E. 10th Street Fremont, Nebraska 
Fremont, Nebraska 
39. Herman Goede, D.D. 1922 1922 Fred Strasheim Frieden's 5 
540 D. St. 818 Wash. — Lincoln, Nebr. N 
Lincoln, Nebr. Lincoln, r. 5 
40. T. Schmunk _Leave of absence 
Fort Morgan, Colo. 
41. C. H. Goede —V— St. John s* 5 
Auburn, Nebraska Auburn, Nebraska 
42. Karl Koenig 1924 1924 Theo. Lorenz St. John’s 
Yutan, Nebraska Yutan, Nebr. Yutan, Nebraska 


43. Fred H. Bloch, A.M. 1924 
228 N.E. 16th St. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


44. H. M. Biedenweg 1926 
Falls City, Nebr. 


45. F. W. Henkel 1926 
2011 30th St. 
Great Bend, Kansas 

46. V. Moeller 1927 
Route 3 
‘Pender, Nebraska 

47. J. Peil 1927 
Ayr, Nebraska 

48. R. M. Sauberzweig, 1927 
Th. D 


Otoe, Nebraska 

49. C. H. Kemper“ 1927 
Linn, Kansas 

50. Wm. Goede 1927 
Ellis, Kansas 


1942 Loyd Lewallen First Lutheran 57 
3301 N.W. 24th St.Oklahoma City, Okla. ! | 
Oklahoma City, 


Oklahoma. 
1926 Adolph Constan- St. Peter's 180 
tine Falls City, Nebr. 
Route 3 56 
Falls City, Nebr. 
Mission Developer 60 
1927 George Monnich St. Peter's 
Route 3 Route 3 61 
Pender, Nebr. Pender, Nebraska 
„ Inactive 
1938 Bin Koch St. John's 162 
Nebraska City, Otoe, Nebraska 0 
Nebraska 63 
1941 Wm. Grass St. Paul's 
Linn, Kansas Linn, Kansas 
1942 Christ Wendling Christ Lutheran 
Ellis, Kansas Ellis, Kansas PB 
*Congregations not affiliated with _ 
Synod * 
**Transferred to Nebr. Synod after Sy nod 
ing. 
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Pastor’s Name ss 
and 3417 
Address 5 


HE Lay Delegate’s Congregation 
Name and and 
is 8 Address Parish 


51. 


52. 


51. 


62. 


Ed. J. Amend, Th. D. 1927 
815 Duncan St. 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 


Frederick Freytag 1928 
Russell, Kansas 
Herman Joens 1929 


Scribner, Nebraska 


George Herber 1931 
Pierce, Nebraska 

C. R. Goldenstein 1931 
2010 9th Street 
Columbus, Nebr. 


Erich Petersen 1931 
Niobrara, Nebraska 


Lorin J. Wolff 1934 
S. T. M. 
1812 D. Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Alfred Duis 1934 
Hildreth, Nebr. 
Henry Knaub 1935 
Bloomfield, Nebr. 
Warren F. Churchill 1935 


Creston, Nebraska 


Theodore Althof 1936 
Russell, Kansas 


Arthur W. Huneke 1936 
Lanham, Nebraska 


Hugo H. F. Welchert 1938 
Hooper, Nebraska 


R. R. Syre, S. T. M. 1938 


1605 N Keene 
Fremont, Nebraska 


1945 Orville C. Schultz Salem 1 
Botany Dept., Stillwater, Oklahoma 
A. & M. Col. Zion's 
Stillwater, Okla. Perry, Oklahoma 


1960. .... — Trinity“ 
Russell, Kansas 
1949 Bernard Von Seg- St. John's“ 
gern Seribner, Nebr. 
Scribner, Nebr. 
1931 Emil Altwine Christ Lutheran 
Pierce, Nebr. Pierce, Nebraska 


1931 Henry Luchsinger Trinity 
Columbus, Nebr. Columbus, Nebr. 


1948 Ben Isacson Niobrara Lutheran 
Niobrara, Nebr. Niobrara, Nebraska 
Good Shepherd 
Lindy, Nebraska 
PRESIDENT 


1934 George Warnken St. Peter's 
Hildreth, Nebr. Hildreth, Nebr. 


1935 Carl, Schroeder St. Mark's 
Bloomfield, Nebr. Bloomfield, Nebr. 
1935 Julius Lueschen St. Peter's 
Leigh, Nebr. Creston, Nebr. 
St. Paul's 
Leigh, Nebraska 
1949 Herman Lang- St. John’s 
holz Russell, Kansas 
E. Hwy. 40 
Russell, Kansas 
1948 Henry Rippe St. John's 
Hanover, Kan. Lanham, Nebraska 
1938 William Have- St. Paul's 
kost Hooper, Nebraska 
Hooper, Nebr. St. Paul's 
Ira Uehling Uehling, Nebraska 
Uehling, Nebr. 
1066... Central Lutheran Seminary 


Fremont, Nebraska 
*Congregations not affiliated with 


Synod 


+E 
1911 
re 1892 
53. 
— — 1901 
54. 
1903 
55. 
1928 
U 56. 
1896 
1942 
1 57. 
4 
58. 
1901 
¢ 59. 
60 
—— 
] 
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Bennington, N 


Bennington, Nebr. Bennington, Nebr. 
»Congregations not affiliated with Synod. 


1 


Lif 


87. 


Pastor's Name Ley Delegate’s 11 
* => Name and and 
2 Address Parish 
SEE | 
65. Gustav Wiencke, Jr. 1938 1938_.........__..----. Parish and. Church School 
Th. D. Board 
1228 Spruce St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Henry D. Trawney 1938 1950 Carl Rulla St. John’s 
Sterling, Nebraska Sterling, Nebr. Sterling, Nebraska 1883 
67. Richard Jobman 1940 1940 William Krueger St. John’s ) 
302 S. Second St. 1103 Hays Ave. Norfolk, Nebraska 1902 
Norfolk, Nebraska Norfolk, Nebr. 
68. Fred Ollendorf St. Paul’s* 
Northboro, Iowa Northboro, Iowa 1902 
69. Paul Moessner, A.M. 1940 1940 Carl Blomendahl Zion's 
Hooper, Nebraska Hooper, Nebr. Hooper, Nebraska 1887 
70. Wallace J. Wolff 1941 1941 Charles Unger Trinity 
Winside, Nebraska Winside, Nebr. Winside, Nebraska 190! 
Emerson, Nebraska Emerson, Nebraska 1886 
72. Walter E. Rowoldt 1942 19422 _St. Mark’s* 
Pender, Nebraska Pender, Nebraska 1916 
73. 8. K. de Freese 1942 1943 Charles Sieckman Redeemer's 
Wayne, Nebraska 402 Sherman St, Wayne, Nebraska 1889 
Wayne, Nebr . 
74. Werner P. Welchert 1943 1943 John Jurgens Trinity 
623 S. Madison St. 346 W. Halleck St.Papillion, Nebr. 1908 
Papillion, Nebr. Papillion, Nebr 
75. Paul O. Spehr, Jr. 1943 194333 Foreign Missionary 
Lutheran Mission Liberia, Africa 
Monrovia, Liberia, 
76. H. B. Pearson Zee Augustana Academy, E. L. C. 
Canton, South Dakota Canton, South Dakota 
77. Paul de Freese 1943 1950 Carl Grothen First St. Paul's 
615 North Burlington 916 N. BurlingtonHastings, Nebraska 1878 
Hastings, Nebraska Avenue. 
Hastin 
78. M. W. Peterson 1944 1981 = en 
Platte Center, Nebr. Platte Center, Nebr. 18 
Immanuel 18. 
Madison, Nebraska 
79. Levon Spath r Foreign Missionary 
Calle Zarate 867-Dpt. Argentina 
B Villa Progresso 
San Martin F. C. C. AT 
Argentina, South America \ 
80. Waldorf Lau 1945 194. Leave of absence 
u. Robert 
S. T.M. 1945 1948 Geo inert 
are, rge Ste St. John's 189 


ais 
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92. 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 3 8 Lay Delegate’s Congregation L 
and 22 aa Name and and 
Address Es 42 Address Parish 
82. P. O. Anderson 3945 13000... —— St. John's 
Schuyler, Nebraska Schuyler, Nebraska 1891 
83. Grant Van Boening 1946 1950 August Runge St. John's 
Columbus, Nebraska Route 2 olumbusa, Nebr, 188! 


Columbus, Nebr. 
84. George Housewright 1946 1949 Adolph Havekost St. John’s (Ridgeley) 


Scribner, Nebraska Scribner, Nebr. Scribner, Nebraska 1874 
| Walter Meyer St. Matthew's (Pleasant 
| Dodge, Nebr. Valley) 

2 North Bend, 1890 
85. Ralph Ritzen 1947 1947 Orville Heller St. Peter's j 

7 Pilger, Nebraska Pilger, Nebr. Pilger, Nebraska 1900 

Donald Kersten St. Luke's 
1 Stanton, Nebr. Stanton, Nebraska 1905 
86. Fredrick Nolte, Jr. 1947 1947 LZion’s* 
6 Route 6 Emerald, Nebraska 1885 


Lincoln, Nebraska 
. Norman Schroeder 1948 1948 K. J. Dykman Immanuel 


1 Lodgepole, Nebraska Lodgepole, Nebr. Lodgepole, Nebraska 1920 
89 Ed Schmid Grace 
Chappell, Nebr. Chappell, Nebraska 1941 
88. Paul Hansen ieee... Foreign Missionary 
8 29th North Street British Guiana 
Georgetown, 
British Guiana, So. Am. 
89. Edwin P. Bastian 1949 1949. St. Matthew’s* 
| Johnson, Nebraska Johnson, Nebraska 1906 
90. Martin Schroeder, Jr. 1949 1949 Wm. Schroeder Messiah 
. 120 W. 7th Street 1603 W. Koenig Grand Island, Nebr. 1883 
Grand Island, Nebr. Grand Island, 
Nebr. 
Earl Heuser 1950 1950 Cecil A. Jones Zion's 
1 Kansas Hanover, Kansas — Kansas 1875 
hilip C. Biblehimer 1951 1951 Walter L. Jobman Zion s 
224 — Nebr. * Gothenburg, Nebr. Gothenburg, Nebr. 1887 
Louis L’heureux 1951 (Ordained after Candidate of Board of For- 
14 Lincoln Street Synod- eign Missions—Japan. 
Wisner. Nebr. 
Vacant John Wiers St. Paul's 1889 
: Diller. Nebr. Diller, Nebr. 
First Lutheran 1880 
Syracuse, Nebr. 
Supplied William Langhorst St. John's“ (rural) 1&8 
Ohiowa, Nebr. Ohiowa, Nebr. 


*Congregations Not affiliated with Synod. 
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Directory of Synod 


1951 - 1952 


OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 


President—Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M., 1812 D. Street, Lincoln, 
Nebr. Phone 2-5821. 


Vice President—Rev. Richard L. Jobman, 302 S. 2nd St., Norfolk, 
Nebr. 


Secretary—Rev, Werner P. Welchert, 623 S. Madison, Papillion, Nebr. 


Treasurer—Mr. Carl Grothen. 916 N. Burlington Aven., Hastings, 
Nebraska. — 


Statistician, Archivist, Necrologist— Rev. E. C. Hansen, S. T. D., 
2810 Sumner St., Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Senior Ministerii— The Very Reverend Paul Bieger, Tabitha Home, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Lay Members—Mr. William Horst, 204 W. 10th St., Grand Island, 
Nebraska; Mr. Walter Jobman, Gothenburg, Nebraska. 


OFFICERS OF CONFERENCES 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE— 
President—Rev. Alfred Duis, Hildreth, Nebraska. 
Secretary—Rev. Frederick Nolte, Jr., R. R. 6, Lincoln, Nebr. 
Treasurer—Rev, J. A. Bahnsen, 506 New York Ave., Hastings, 
Nebraska. | 


NORTHERN COMPERENCE— 
President—Rev. W. F. Churchill, Creston, Nebraska. 
Secretary—Rev. Wallace J. Wolff, Winside, Nebraska. 
Treasurer—Rev. Walter E. Rowoldt, Pender, Nebraska. 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE— 


President—Rev. Fred H. BI N. E. 16th St., Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma. W 


Secretary—Rev. A. W. Huneke, Lanham, Nebraska. 
Treasurer—Rev. W. O. Zahlis, S. T. M., Ellis, Kansas. 


MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
Editor: Rev. Paul G. Moessner, A. M., Hooper, Nebraska. 
Manager: Rev. W. F. Churchill, Creston, Nebraska. 
Subscription Manager: Miss Tillie Krambeck, Gretna, Nebraska. 
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BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 
(**Indicates a second term. * Indicates an incomplete term.) ; 


INTRA-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 1 
1. Ministry. 1 
The Pastors: R. R. Syre (52%), A. B. J. Lentz (52), M. A. 
Ritzen (53**), F. W. Nolte, Sr. (54), H. Goede (54**). 


2. Home Missions 


5 The * C. Goldenstein (52**), H. Welchert (53), T. Al- 
(54) 
The Messrs: August Brei (53), Dick Glaser (54) 


3. Evangelism 


The Pastors: F. Bloch (52), M. Schroeder, Jr. (53), Erich Peter- 
sen (54*) 


4. Stewardship 


The Pastors: G. Van Boening (527). H. Knaub (53**), F. Ollen- 
dorf (54**). 


The Messrs: Jake Johansen (52), C. Bower (53**), Howard 
Peterson (54) 
5. New Congregations and Constitutions 
— H. J. Diekhoff (52), T. Kuehner (53), G. Herber 
) 
Conference Protocol Conference Secretaries 


7. Publicity 
The Pastors: Editor of Midwest Lutheran, V. Moeller (54) 


INTER-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


1. Midland College 
The Pastors: W. Churchill (53**), R. Jobman (54**), 
The Messrs: K. Wagner (52**), Martin Koolen, Jr. (54) 
2. Tabitha Home | 
The Pastors: M. Schroeder, Sr. (52**), F. Bloch (54), Mr. J. 
Urban (53**) 
3. Lutheran Student Work 


The Pastors: H. Goede (52), 8. K. de Freese (53°*), W. Wel- | 
chert (54**), Lutheran Student Foundation, Mr. R. Leb- 
sack (53) (two year term) | 


4. Lutheran Welfare Work 


Pastor L. J. Wolff (one year term) 
1. Family Child Welfare Service, Pastor H. welchert 
2. Care of Aged & Health Service, Pastor K. Koenig ö 
3. Institutional Chaplaincy Service, Pastor E. Hansen 


5. Representative to Midland Assembly 
Pastor H. Joens (54) 
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COMMITTEES ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 


1. 


2. 


3. 


Central Lutheran 


The Pastor: Pau! Moessner (53) and President of Synod 
Directors of Lutheran Literary Board i 
The Pastors: L. Wolff, R. Sauberzweig, M. Koolen, H. Hansen 


Parish Education 


The Pastors: G. Housewright (525), C. Goede (53), A. Baugh- 
man (54), Martin Rettig (54) 


Seminary 


Secretary of Foreign Missions 


The Pastor: Ed J. Amend. Th.D. (54) 


Secretary for Social Missions 
The Pastor: R. Shirck (53) 
Secretary for Deaconess Work 


The Pastor: J. A. Bahnsen (54**) 


Representative to W.M.S. 
The Pastor; A Duis (52*) 
Representative to Brotherhood 


The Pastor: Wallace Wolff (55) 
Representatives to Luther League 


The Pastors: R. Ritzen (52), W. Rowoldt (54) 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


1. 


Oklahoma Holdings 


The Pastors: Fred Bloch, Wm. Goede 
The Messrs: G. Oltmanns, K. Friedemann 


History of Synod 


The Pastors: M. Schroeder, Sr., H. Rhode, A. Lentz, R. Syre. 


Lutheran World 


Action 


The Pastors: F. Ohlendorf, A. Huneke, W. Wolff 
Worship and Music 


The Pastors: M. Schroeder, Jr., P. de Freese 
Mesdames: Edna Grothen, Helen Moessner 


The Lutheran 


The Pastor N. Schroeder 


Publications 


The Pastors: R. Syre & J. Marxen 


Resettlement 


Nebraska: Pastor L. J. Wo 
Kansas: Pastor Wm. Goede 


Nebraska Lutheran Social Service 
The Pastors: L. Wolff, K. Koenig 


CROP 
Nebraska: Berna 


rd Havekost 
e 


Kansas: Wm. Goed 


iff, Mr. F. C. Strasheim 
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11. 


12. 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 
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Oklahoma: F. Bloch 


Town and Country Church 
The Pastor: F. Nolte, Jr. 


Kirchliches Monats Blatt . 
The Pastor: H. Goede 


Pensions 
The Pastor: G. Van Boening 


On Constitution and By-laws 

The Pastors: E. Amend, F. Freytag, H. Rhode 

The Messrs: Carl Dumler, Ernest Armbruster 

Social Missions 

The Pastors: R. Shirck, F. Henkel, E. C. Hansen. 

The Messrs: Professor Orville Schultz, Dr. Samuel Moessner 


On Honorariums 
The Pastors: K. Koenig, P. Anderson, H. Welchert 
The Messrs: Walter Feye, Henry Willers 


Merger 
The Executive Board of Synod, 
Pastor William Goede, Mr. Herman Langholz 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
(Appointed by the President) 
ON LAY CREDENTIALS 
The Pastors: R. Shirck, A. Huneke, E. Bastian 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
The Pastors: W. Churchill, N. Schroeder, H. Knaub | 
Laymen: Geo. Steinert, Harold Waechter, Ed Schroeder 
ON PROTOCOL AND SECRETARY'S REPORT 
The Pastors: C. Goldenstein, P. Anderson, G. Van Boening 
Laymen: Henry Luchsinger, August Runge 
ON TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Pastors: M. Schroeder, Sr., J. Bahnsen, J. Marxen 
Laymen: Carl Grothen 
ON STATISTICAL SECRETARY'S REPORT 
The Pastors: H. Welchert, V. Moeller, H. Joens 
Laymen: Wm. Havekost, Carl Blomendahl 
ON EXECUTIVE BOARD’S REPORT 
The pastors: F. Nolte, Sr., R. Syre, Wm. Goede, E. Petersen 
Laymen: Carl Schroeder, Loyd Lewallen, Walter Grother 


ON RESOLUTIONS 
The Pastors: A. Lentz, F. Bloch, W. Wolff, K. Koenig 
Laymen: O. C. Schultz, O. Heller 
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BY 8. ON LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
2 The Pastors: H. Rhode, H. Diekhoff, T. Kuehner 

4 Laymen: Christ Wendling, Cecil Jones 

9. ON EXCUSES 

The Pastors: S. K. de Freese, R. Moehring, H. Rowoldt 
Laymen: Henry Dietze, Fred Strasheim 
10. ON AUDIT MANAGER MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
rar | The Pastors: F. Ollendorf, G. Herber, C. Goede 
1 Laymen: Fred Born, Paul Lohse, Carl Rulla 
11. ON NOMINATING LAY MEMBERS TO EXECUTIVE BOARD 

es The Pastors: H. Goede, R. Ritzen 
Laymen: Wm. Schroeder 
12. TELLERS NO. 1 
The Pastors: G. Housewright, F. Freytag 

Laymen: Henry Rippe, Henry Meyer, Herman Langholz 
a 13. TELLERS NO. 2 
Sat The Pastors: P. deFreese, M. W. Petersen, E. Heuser 

Laymen: P. G. Hennings 

ae 14. CONVENTION PUBLICITY 


The Pastors: P. Moessner, M. Schroeder, Jr. 
Laymen: Wm. Koch 
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Proceedings 


Of The 
SIXTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Of The 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
Of The 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran Church in America met for the opening Communion Ser- 
vice, Monday evening, May 14, 1951, at eight o’clock in St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, Hildreth, Nebraska. The Rev. Alfred J. Duis 
Pastor. The Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, President of Synod, used as his 
sermon theme the words, För Me To Live Is Christ”. President 
Wolff and Pastor Werner P. Welchert, Secretary of Synod, who serv- 
ed as liturgist, were the administrants. 


The offering at this service, as well as at the ordination ser- 
vices held on Wednesday evening, was designated for Apportioned 
Benevolence of the church. 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Morning, May 15, 1951 


~~ Devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain, Pastor 
Theodore Althof. 


President Lorin J. Wolff conducted the service for the formal 
opening of Synod and the business session was called to order. 


The roll of clerical delegates was called. Forty-seven responded 
to the roll call. (cf. pp. 6-11) 


The Committee on lay Credentials reported and, by motion, 40 
were seated as delegates to this Convention. (cf. pp. 6-11). 


1 President Wolff announced that the gavel which is being used 
at this Convention is from Pastor Wallace Wolff, former missionary 
to British Guiana, the gavel being made from a beam of old Ebenezer 
Church and bullet wood. 


The order of Business was presented. | 


The motion was made, seconded and carried that the Order of 
Business be adopted. ? 


Formal greet were given. Pastor Alfred Duis introduced 
the local — President, Burton Vannier, who gave a brief 
history of the local congregation and drew attention to the 50th 
anniversary which was just celebrated recently. A hearty welcome . 
was given in behalf of the village and St. Peter’s Evangelical Luth- 


tee i —— — — — — 
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eran Church. 


Pastor Duis introduced the city Judge, A. G. Trost, pastor of 
the St. Paul’s American Lutheran Church. Pastor Trost brought 
greetings from the Central District and Conference of the American 
Lutheran Church in this territory. 


Dr. F. L. Conrad, official representative of the U. L. C. A., and 
recognized. 


his wife, were asked to stand and be 


Pastor P. 6. Anderson introduced Pastor John G. Erickson, ac- 
tive in Braille Evangelism for the blind. 


Pastor Erickson spoke words of warm friendship. He explained 
the devotional literature available in Braille and the fine contribu- 
tion the American Bible Society makes toward distributing Braille 
Bibles. He urged united Lutheran effort for indorsing and sup- 
porting this work. 


The following candidates for ordination were introduced. Phil- 


lip Biblehimer, and Louis L’heureux. Middler Harlan Brei was also 
introduced. | 


The Vice-President was asked to act as chairman. 
The President presented his report. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


At the opening of this sixty-second convention of our Synod we 
pause to give thanks to Almighty God through our Saviour Jesus 


Christ for his blessings during the past year. The spiritual blessings — 


of God are manifested wherever and whenever we have permi 
His Holy Spirit to be effective in our lives and our churches. Of 
primary importance is the fact, that there seems to be a definite 
increase in the church attendance of members of our churches. Many 
pastors are reporting “better than ever” attendance at Sunday morn- 
ing services, and also Lenten vespers. We are also gratified by the 
efforts and results, in some „f our congregations, of the lay-evangel- 
ism activities. We are at least coming a little nearer to the Prin- 
ciple of our Church, “The priesthood of all believers” in Evangelism. 
This Same spirit is also evidenced in the increased interest in the 
auxiliaries of the Church, as well as in Sunday school. 


Without doubt the Christian Stewardship of our people was put 


to a test in the past year of the Christian Higher Education Appeal. 
The enthusiasn, 


and willingness of our laymen to meet this great 
challenge was i 


n Many instances beyond the expectation or even 
hope of the pastors. It is, of course 


contributed almost $60,000 cash un t 
feel that it is even more important t 
tian joy in making their contributi 
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The entire work of our § 
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Convention, the intensive cultivation of the faith and life of the 
congregations. 


To this end the entire work of Synod must be dedicated. Al- 
though we see on the one hand a zeal for God’s word and work, we 
cannot help but notice that which the Committee on faith and life 
refers to as: “a spiritual complacency which holds many of our mem- 
bers in its paralzying grip. This complacency reveals itself in greater 
or lesser degree in almost every congregation.” The five symptom 
noted by the Committee, are also evident in the congregations of our 
Synod. “1. Widespread neglect of the Means of Grace on the part of 
individual Christians. 2 General lack of appreciation of the liturgy. 3 
Limited interest in the educational program of the congregation. 4. 
General indifference of the individual Christian to his opportunities 
as a witness for Jesus Christ. 5. The feeble influence of the Church 
on the moral and spiritual welfare of the Community. 


“Spiritual complacency does not yield to ecclesiastical stimu- 
lants or antiseptics. It yields only to the power of the Holy Spirit 
convicting and converting the human conscience.” This truth we 
must constantly emphasize, when we seek to overcome spiritual com- 
placency. We need go no further. We have the answer to the ques- 
tion; we have the power to overcome the complacency. We need no 
new methods or machines. We do need to put ourselves in the way 
of the grace of God and the Power of His Spirit. We do need to 
guard against being too busy and preoccupied with other matters, 
when the Holy Spirit calls us every day. Programs, rallies, con- 
ferences and the mechanics to carry them out all have a place in the 
life of the church. But even these may claim our time to such an 
extent that we neglect the real power of the Church, the Holy Spirit. 


In carrying out the work of Christ in His church we do need good 
organization in the Boards and committees of the Synod as well as 
in local congregations. But here again we must heed a warning 
sounded by the Committee on Faith and Life: “An inherent danger 
lies, however in the temptation to view the Church as an organization- 
al entity, rather than as a communion of believers. The Body of 
Christ is not an organization, but an organism. The outward ap- 
pearance of growth and vitality can belie the presence of an inner 
cancer which may be retarding and diminishing this apparent gro 
and vitality.” \ 


We are not recommending new methods or literature to help 
us accomplish our task. We are simply emphasizing our reliance on 
the power of the Word and the Holy Spirit who accomplishes his 
work through the Word. Let us be less concerned with results and 
more concerned with responsibility. It is required of us, that we be 
faithful, but “God giveth the increase.” In harmony with this em- 
phasis we would urge: 


1. That every Board, Committee and Auxiliary of Synod con- 
sider its task as related to the strengthening of the spiritual faith 
and life of the Congregation. 


2. That we as pastors constantly re-examine our motives in 
preaching and ministering; That we review and renew our ordination 


« 
ah”. { 2a 


vow; That we spend more time in the study of God's Word and in 
prayer; That our meetings together, either planned or unplanned, aim 
specifically to strengthen ourselves with the means of grace; That 
we constantly hold before our people the one answer to life's prob- 
lems—The Divine Saviour; the one source of strength - The Word of 
God; the one means of sanctification - the Holy Spirit; and that our 
primary aims must always be Evangelism and Stewardship. 


3. That pastors and church councils emphasize the fact that 
every organization and activity of the congregation must serve the 
purpose of the Church, namely: to edify the people in Christ and 
bear tesimony of our Saviour to others: and that any organization or 


activity that does less than that ought to change its purpose or cease 
to exist. 


4. That in every congregation we strive: To permit the Holy 
Spirit to use pastor and laymen in Evangelism and Christian Steward- 
ship; For ful! participation on the part of all members in church 
worship and Holy Communion: For thorough instruction of the young 
and adults preparing for church membership: And for an expression 
of our Faith in daily life in the Church and community. 


. 
We wish to express appreciation to our pastors and lay people 
in our parishes for their faithful work. We are particularly grateful 
for the excellent responses to the causes of Lutheran World Action 
and Christian Higher Educaton. We also wish to thank the members 
of the various boards and committees, especially the members of the 
executive board for their cooperation with this office. 


Routine work of your president included the preaching of sixty 
five sermons, delivering sixteen addresses, attending ninety five 
meetings of boards and committees. twenty five conferences with 


Church councils, numerous conferences with pastors and attending 
eleven other meetings. , 


ORDINATIONS 


Pastor Earl Feuser, Russell, Kansas, on May 10, 1950 
Pastor Robert Grefe, Lanham, Nebraska, June 15, 1950 


RECEPTION OF PASTORS 


Pastor Grant Van Boening, from the lowa Synod, J 
, une 1, 1950 
Pastor M. W. Peterson, from the Northwest Synod, August 15, 1950 
astor Fred Henkel, from the Nebraska Synod, April 5, 1951 


TRANSFER OF PASTORS 
Pastor P. O. 


Spehr, Sr. to the Rocky Mountain Synod, June 8, 1950 
— — Grefe, to the Rocky Mountain Synod, June 16, 1950 
arvey Bernhardt, to the Kanaas Synod, March 1, 1951. 


CALLS AND INSTALLATION 
Pastor Earl Heuser be , — Kansas 
gan work at Zion' ’ 
1950; was installed June 11, 1950. tes 
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Pastor Henry Trawney began work at St. John’s, Sterling, Neb- 
braska, May 21, 1950, was installed June 25, 1950, 


Pastor Grant Van Boening began work at St. John’s Columbus, 
Nebraska, June 1, 1950; was installed July 9, 1950. 


Pastor Frederick Freytag began work at Trinity, Russell, Kan- 
sas May 1, 1950 was installed August 13, 1950. 


Pastor Fred Ollendorf began work at St. Paul's, Northboro, June 
11, 1950, was installed September 17, 1950. 


Pastor M. W. Peterson began work at Platte Center - Madison, 
Nebraska September 16, 1950; was installed on November 12, 1960. 


Pastor C. H. Kemper began work at St. Paul’s, Linn., Kansas 
on September 14, 1950, was installed on December 3, 1950. 


Pastor Fred Henkel accepted a call from the Board of American 
Missions, as a Board Missionary and began his work in the new field 
of Great Bend, Kansas on April, 1 1951. 


Candidate Philip Biblehimer has accepted a call from Zion’s 
Lutheran, Gothenburg, subject to his ordination at this convention. 


Candidate Louis I. Heureux has accepted a call from the Board 
of Foreign Missions to serve in our mission field in Japan. He will 


spend one year in language study in this country before his com- 
m 


IN MEMORIAM 


Pastor G. K. Wiencke, D.D., who had served in our Synod for 
forty-three years and who was our faithful synodical treasurer for 
seventeen years died on November 25, 1950. Funeral services were 
held in St. John’s Lutheran Church, near Auburn, Nebraska on Nov- 
ember 28, 1950, with Pastor C. H. Goede and the President of Synod 


officiating. We convey our deep sympathy to the bereaved and com- 
mend them to the love and care of our Heavenly Father. 


NEW CHURCHES DEDICATED. 
St. Peter’s, Pilger. Nebraska, Ralph Ritzen, Pastor. Dedication 
services were held on May 21, 1950. 


United Lutheran, Lincoln. Nebraska, E. C. Hansen, 8.T.D., Pas- 
tor. Dedication services held on May 28, 1950. 


Resurrection Lutheran, Gretna, Nebraska, E. J. Moede, Pastor.. 
Dedication services held on July 30, 1950. 


Trinity Luthéran, Russell. Kansas, Frederick Freytag, Pastor. 
Dedication services held on October 29, 1950. 
ANNIVERSARIES OF CONGREGATIONS 
St. John’s, Russell, Theodore Althof, Pastor, 50th Anniversary, 
services held May 7 and 14, 1950. 
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Salem Lutheran, Fontanelle, Nebraska, M. A. Ritzen, D.D., pas- 
tor observed the 90th anniversary on June 18, 1950. | 

First, Syracuse, Rev. R. M. Sauberzweig, Pastor, 75th Anniver- 
sary observed November 26, 1950. 

St. Paul's, Hooper, Rev. Fugo Welchert, Pastor, 80th Anniver- 
sary, observed on October 15, 1950. 


Frieden’s, Home, Kansas, Rev. H. L. Lenser, Pastor, 65th An- 
niversary observed October 15, 1950. 


é " Zion’s, Hooper, Rev. Paul H. G. Moessner, Pastor, 60th Anniver- 
| sary, observed in October, 1950. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE 


Pastor T. Schmunk on one year’s leave. g 
Pastor F. Waldorf Lau. on leave to continue graduate studies. 


VACANT CONGREGATIONS. 


St. Paul’s, Diller, supplied by Pastor A. Huneke, Lanham, Nebr. 
Christ’s, Wisner, supplied by Seminary students. 

Zion’s, Gothenburg, supplied by seminary students. 

St. John’s (rural), Ohiowa, supplied by student Daniel Schroeder 
Immanuel, Hastings, supplied by Pastor M. A. Jensen, retired. 
Zion’s, Diller, supplied by Pastor Fred Loeffler, retired. 
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IMPROV EMENTS 


HASTINGS, So. St. Paul's, Rev. J. A. Bahnsen, Pastor, enlarged 
church basement, insulated church, redecorated interior and ex- 
terior of parsonage and church. 

SCRIBNER, St. John’s Ridgley, Rev. George Housewright, Pastor, 
complete remodeling of church, including a new steeple with 
lighted cross, entire new interior with recessed chancel and new 
pews; all buildings painted, added enclosed porch and new oil 
furnace in parsonage. Cost over $7,000. 

GRAND ISLAND, Messiah, Rev. Martin G. Schroeder, Pastor; new 
sidewalks around church and parsonage, steeple reshingled with 

Veal asbestos shingles and installation of neon cross. 

‘GS, Immanuel, Rev. M. ensen, Pastor; installation of 4 

1 HOOPER, Zion's, Rev, Paul H. G. Moessner, Pastor; redecoration of 

ral church interior, including new lighting fixtures, and asphalt 

| tile floor in basement: cost over $3100. 

74 DARROUZETT, St. Paul's, Rev. H. O. Rhode, Pastor; redecoration of 

2 church including, new shingles, asbestos siding, new windows, 

al celotex on inside, new brass altar ware, a gift of Chris Miller, 

and 


* Jr. family, new ba 
| 2 ptismal font, pulpit Bible clock, parsonage 
and 


SRSON, St. Paul’ — = 
’ 8, Rev. Henry Rowoldt, Pastor; new pulpit 
1 — Mr. Fred 


given in memory of Mr, David Lange 
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Lange, new chancel chair given in memory of Mr. August Sch- 
warten. 

HOME, Frieden's, Rev. H. L. Lenser, Pastor; painted and redecorated 
church and chancel, cost $400, 

COLUMBUS, St. John’s, Rev. Grant Van Boening, Pastor; new brick 
garage, public address system with tower speakers, new lec- 
tern in church and new altar in Sunday School rooms. 

SCHUYLER, St. John’s, Rev. P. O. Anderson, Pastor; new sidewalks, 
basement completed, church re-wired, new fixtures and parson- 
age redecorated. 

HILDRETH, St. Peter’s, Rev. A. J. Duis, Pastor; néw light fixtures, 
public address and tower system. 

OHIOWA, St. John’s, Rev. H. J. Diekhoff, Pastor; refinished floors 
and pews. 

GLENVIL, St. Paul’s, Rev. M. Schroeder, Sr., Pastor, new propane 
heating system $1,500, and new carpet for chancel and aisle, 


WAKEENEY, Zion’s, Rev. R. Moehring, Pastor; new Altar and Pul- 
pit hangings, a gift of the Ladies Aid and Sunday School; floor 
was sanded, new chancel rug and aisle runner, and book racks. 


HANOVER, Zions, Rev. Earl Heuser, Pastor; redecorated interior t 


church, public address system. 
LOUISVILLE, Christ's, Rev. A. B. Lentz, Pastor; new Hammond 
Electronic Organ. 


LINCOLN, Frieden’s, Rev. Herman Goede, Pastor; parsonage re- 
decorated on the interior, installation of half-bath downstairs. 


GOTHENBURG, Zion’s; complete remodeling of parsonage. 
DILLER, St. Paul's, new public address and tower systems. 


BLUE HILL, St. Paul’s, Rev. J. N. Marxen, Pastor; painted and pap- 
ered parsonage. 

LODGEPOLE, Immanuel, Rev. Norman Schroeder, pastor; redecor- 
ated church, installed new furnace in church and in parsonage.. 

CHAPPELL, Grace, Rev, Norman Schroeder, Pastor; completion of 
church basement. 

HOOPER, St. Paul’s, Rev. Hugo Welchert, Pastor; new two manual 
Reuter Pipe Organ with Degan Chimes, and choir loft. 

Respectfully submitted 
Lorin John Wolff 


The report was referred to the Committee on President’s Report. 
The Election of the President was ordered. 


The motion prevailed to establish the first 10 pews on either 
side of the church as the bar of Synod. f 


Recess 


The treasurer’s report was presented and referred to the proper 
committee. 
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IE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
TREASURER’S REPORT 


January 10, 1950 to January 10, 1951 


RECEIPTS: DISBURSEMENTS: 
Cash on hand .....---$ 7578.56 To United Lutheran Church 
Benevolence received _.176880.85 Funds ‘ $125,135.95 


Personal Contributions. 207.00 To Midwest ‘Synod Funds 59,339.78 
Miscellaneous receipts. 4840.32 


— — $184,475.73 
$189,506.73 Bal. on hand, 1-10-51 5,031.00 


$189,506.73 
Balance in Fairbury State Bank, Fairbury, Nebraska 
January 10, 1951. . . $5,031.00 


Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements January 10, 1950 
to January 10, 1951: 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH: 
Receipts Disbursements Balance 


Apportionment 41,000.00 $ 41,000.00 
Specials: 

American Missions 275.00 275.00 —— 
Foreign Missions 2,270.58 2,270.58 --- 
Pensions and Relief 204.62 204.62 - 
Children of the Churenk 73.00 73.00 
American Bible Society —....-_- 59.00 59.00 - 
Lutheran World Action . 21,965.17 21,955.17 -- 
Lutheran World Relief 4 83.00 83.00 __ — 
CHE + 59,215.58 59,215.58 


TOTAL ULC. A. FUNDS -1$125, 135.95 $125,135.95 SRR 
MIDWEST SYNOD FUNDS: __ 


For Synodical Home Missions: | . 
Bal. on handed $ 567.00 
2500.00 $ 3087.00 $ 3087.00 - 
For Midland College: | 
— L $ 115.00 
488. 
Budget 


For Ben. Ar. 


Bal. on .---..-$ 600.00 
1107.00 
Budget 


— — — 3500.00 $ 5207.00 $ 5207.00 _ - 


For Central Luth | 
Specials eran Seminary: 
Budget 


$177.00 
— — 3300.00 $ 3477.00 $ 3477.00 = 
2 


For Lutheran Student Work: 
Bal. on h ane 8 $ 609.00 


Budget 500.00 $ 1582.86 6 1582.86 


For Tabitha Home: 


Memorials ......... 1307.05 
Building Fund -....._.. 327.00 


331350910 1200.00 $ 5889.98 $ 5889.98 
For Family and Child Care: 
$ 100.00 


Budget 1300.00 $ 1400.00 $ 1400.00 . — 


For Institutional Chaplaincy: 


Midwest Brotherhood 8 300.00 


For Synodical Relief: 
Bal. on hand _...........$ 330.00 


5 38.215 368.21 $ 141.00 6 227.21 
For Evangelism 
$ 50.00 $ 50.00 
For Midwest Lutheran 
Bal. on hand 20.00 

_ 

800.00 $ 1116.65 $ 1116.65 


Bal. on hand 1— 47.25 


For Stewardship: 
r $ 39.14 
Budget 500.00 $ 539.14 $ 539.14 


For Synodical Treasury: 


Bal. on hand — 145.54 
Specials 107.80 
IZ 3500.00 $ 3753.34 3 “aye $ 283.92 


For Parish Education: 
Bal. on handed 22.10 
Budget 


— 100.00 3 122.10 3 84.96 3 37.14 


Bal on han 426.48 

Specials 260.50 

Budget _. 4900.00 $ 5586.98 $ 5250.38 $ 336.60 


— 


. . 
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. 
For the Lutheran: 
˖ 1952.00 196200 
For Office of President: | 


For Synod Home: 


389.44 
— 600.00 $ 939.44 100.57 3 838.87 
Women’s Missionary Society: 
_ $ 9820.56 $ 9820.56 
For Midwest Brotherhood: 
Specials 140.50 3 175.50 $ 175.50 
For Luther League: 
Specials 806.87 .......... 
ae | For Retired Pastors and Widows Fund: 
Bal. on hand 
Specials 
Budget — 100.00 $ 548.35 $ 510.00 $ 38.35 
For CROP: 
Specials 16736 $ 187.25 


Miscellaneous Fund: 


Bal. on handed $ 81.00 
Specials 478.14 $ 569.14 $ 559.14 — 
For Emergency Revolving Fund: 
$3500.85 
Okla. Land 78.56 
Bd. of Pub. Note No. 3 2500.00 
Bd. of Pub. Note No. 8 $2500.00 
Sale of books, “History of 
Synod” $1600.00 
Film Projector rent 2.00 


$ 7868.91 $ 4650.00 $ 3218.91 
TOTALS -________$-64,370.78 $ 59,339.78 $ 5,031.00 


SUMMARY: 
RECEIPTS: 
For United Lutheran Church Funds __$125,135.95 
For Midwest Synod Funds . 64,370.78 
$189,506.73 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
| | To the United Lutheran Church Funds$125,135.95 
| To the Midwest Synod Funds _ 59,339.78 
184,475.73 
Balance on hand 4 5,031.00 
Total $189.506.73 


I certify the above to be true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and belief. 


ELMER B. SASSE, (signed) 
Midwest Synod. 
—26— 
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SUMMARY OF THE OFFICE OF 


FULL TIME PRESIDENT: 


Receipts: 
$ 426.48 
260.50 
Budget: 
$4000.00 
184.00 
716.00 
Disbursements: 
Salary 
1066.38 
$5250.38 
Balance on hand -$ 336.60 j 


SUMMARY OF THE OFFICE OF SYNODICAL TREASURY: 


Receipts: 

Bal. on hand . 5 145.54 

107.80 

Budget ‘ — 3500.00 
$3753.34 

Disbursements: 

Executive Doard $ 204.59 

Secretary’s supplies 82.68 


Secy. Clerical help 
Statistical Secy. 


Treas, supplies 143.63 Merger Committe 129.8 
Clerical help) 183.00 Miscellaneous expense 54.25 
Syn. Gratificationg 1045.00 Tota?? „„„%„8 $3469.42 


Balance on hand _....___.. 


26.50 Auditor 
11.11 Misc. Expense Synod Con. 24.75 


U.L.C.A. Con. delegates_$ 756.00 


Pre-Convention bulletins 58.00 


Minutes of Synod 700.43 
50.00 


n. 
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ELMER B. SASSE 
Treasurer, Synod. 4 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD 
BENEVOLENCE RECEIPTS 


aq January 10, 1950, to January 10, 1951 


< 
| 2 21 
8 nd Nn < 


1 Auburn 8 594.50 8 198.00 $ 1022.45 $ 1569.55 8 2592.00 
Bennington 781.00 320.00 1326.67 1354.00 2880.67 
Bloomfield -.... 3090.50 1270.00 5326.05 3723.00 9049.05 

q Lindy 299.55 56.00 563.55 398.38 961.93 
J Blue Hi 320.00 259.00 741.25 375.00 1116.25 
1 Columbus Trinity 1784.00 667.00 2841.25 2930.00 5771.25 

Columbus (r) 1581.00 3384.24 2517.45 1834.78 4352.23 
. 1862.23 208.00 2363.48 1123.00 3486.48 

, Darrouzett, Tex. 480.00 284.68 1212.73 704.00 1916.73 

1 Diller 1750.00 478.00 2548.11 1100.00 3648.11 

Diller (vr) ____- 316.00 15.00 875.21 77.50 452.71 

Ellis, Kans. __. 1819.50 490.00 3583.75 1700.00 5233.75 
D 504.00 864.60 311.00 1175.60 
Falls City, 

St. Peters 220.00 170.00 557.12 475.00 1032.12 
Fontanelle . 1486.00 304.50 2835.65 1504.00 4339.65 
Glen vi! 500.00 218.00 1230.75 661.00 1891.75 

Gothenburg 1604.54 351.00 3055.29 1343.00 4398.20 
Grand Island 1700.00 6900 2936.15 1121.00 4057.15 
. 121.50 223.538 673.00 896.53 
Hanover, Kans., 

1 1705.25 229.00 2110.80 427.00 2537.80 

75 Silver Cliff, Kans. 163.00 100.00 263.00 104.00 367.00 2 
Hastings, First 
. St. Paul's . 1742.00 759.00 3103.14 3105.00 6208.14 
„ Hastings, 80. 

Bi St. Pauls 50.00 258.35 100.00 358.35 
4 Hastings, Im. 312.00 126.00 587.00 714.00 1301.00 
Hüdretn 566.00 848.25 1902.00 2750.25 

1 Hoisington, Kans. 325.00 270.00 730.00 370.00 1100.00 
Home, Kans. 521.00 59.00 623.00 177.00 800.00 
4 — () Zion 702.00 479.00 1910.00 1793.00 3703.00 
2 — (r) — 2482.00 513.00 3984.30 2301.00 6285.30 
928.50 159.11 1226.61 524.48 1751.09 
1511.50 2 2211.25 1135.00 
Lincoln, Frieden’s 1030.00 109.00 4458.30 
* — St. Johns 8.00 8.00 
incoln, Havelock 359.00 239.00 619.00 476.00 1095.00 
— 665.00 166.00 997.00 845.81 1842.81 
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Linn, Kanns. 378.00 200.00 674.41 200.00 874.41 
Lipscomb, Tex. 616.00 172.00 991.00 1023.00 2014.00 
Lodgepole -.... 391.50 87.00 524.25 277.00 801.25 
Louisville 1270.00 217.00 1767.50 890.00 2657.50 
Madison 39.00 71.00 166.00 135.00 301.00 
125.00 347.00 479.00 826.00 
837.50 300.00 1274.50 1090.00 2364.50 
Northboro, Ia 172.00 391.00 798.00 1189.00 
Ohiowa (t) Town 1025.00 244.00 1429.90 109.00 1538.90 
Ohiowa (r) 123.00 64.00 219.50 45.00 264.50 
Oklahoma City . 568.00 629.00 3157.75 3684.00 6841.75 
Otoe 412.00 280.00 577.75 270.00 847.75 

> Papillion 156.00 76.00 1076.00 1892.00 2968.00 
Pender St. Marks 173.00 823.34 1430.04 1531.53 2961.57 
Pender (T 685.00 370.00 1420.00 463.00 1883.00 
Perry, Okla. ... 341.00 174.00 596.60 508.00 1104.60 
e 865.35 235.00 1145.35 799.00 1944.35 
Pilger 777.81 252.00 1353.09 752.00 2105.09 
Platte Center 644.00 148.00 988.90 783.00 1771.90 
Pleasant Valley . 114.00 75.00 242.00 175.00 417.00 
Russell, Kans. 

St. Johns 4960.00 1410.00 7688.20 5730.00 13,418.20 
Russell, Kans. (rr 114.00 170.00 79.16 249.16 
Schuyler 8 506.7 168.00 674.70 345.00 1019.70 
Serib ner 763.00 230.00 1118.00 652.00 1770.00 
Ridgelexy 959.00 258.00 1261.50 803.00 2064.50 
Stanton 250.00 57.70 307.70 173.94 481.64 
Sterling 1311.00 144.00 1681.00 781.00 2462.00 
Stillwater, Okla 368.00 132.00 617.00 557.00 1174.00 
J 148.00 223.00 170.00 393.00 
Syracuse 59.00 84.00 172.00 118.00 290.00 
Tea, So. Dak. .. 551.00 190.75 789.31 235.00 1024.31 
Uehling ....... 180.00 120.00 363.25 125.00 488.25 
Wakeeney, K ans 388.91 521.91 1065.54 1587.45 
Wayne  ........ 1873.00 416.94 2569.44 725.56 3295.00 
Westboro, Mo. 1125.00 476.00 1951.00 2330.00 4281.00 
Winside _...... 1400.00 355.00 1999.75 1612.98 3612.73 

901.00 213.00 1369.00 1149.00 2518.00 
666.00 2595.65 742.00 3337.65 
: Total Bene- 

volence 58,991.58 $21,914.67 $104,056.64 $72,824.21 $176,880.85 
Private Contri- 

butione 125.00 40.50 193.00 14.00 207.00 
Organizations and Others . 4,840.32 


GRAND TOTALS$59,116.58 $21,955.17 $109,089. 96 $72,838.21 $181,928 17 
Balance on hand Jan. 10, 1950 7,578.56 


$189,506.72 
ELMER B. SASSE, Treasurer 
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AUDIT OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT 


Lincoln, Nebraska 
March 6, 1951 
Reverend Lorin J: Wolff, President, 
The Evangelical-Lutheran Synod in the Midwest, 
1812 D. Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Dear Sir: 


I have made an examination of the records and statements of the 
Treasurer of the Evangelical-Lutheran Synod in the Midwest for the 
period ended January 10, 1951, and submit my report, which consists 
of the following: 


Certificate 

Bank Reconciliation, May 3, 1950 (Exhibit A) 

Cash Reconciliation, May 3, 1950 (Exhibit B) 

Bank Reconciliation, January 10, 1951 (Exhibit C) 

Cash Reconciliation, January 10, 1951 (Exhibit D) 

Treasurer's Report 

a. Balance Sheet 

b. Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 
by Funds. 

c. Summary of Office of Full Time President 

d. Summary of Office of Synodical Treasury 


Comments: 


The balance on hand January 10, 1950 was $7,578.56, cash re- 
ceipts for the period were $181,928.17, disbursements were $184,475.73, 


and the balance as of January 10, 1951 is $5,031.00. A detailed check 
was made of al] records of receipts and disbursements including an 
examination of bank statements, deposit slips, canceled checks, re- 
mittance forms, and receipts issued. 


The books were in the hands of Gustav K. Wiencke, Auburn, 
Nebr. until May 3, 1950; therefore, I have included in my report 4 
Bank Reconciliation for May 3, 1950 (Exhibit A) on the funds de- 
posited with the Carson National Bank, Auburn, Nebraska, and the 
Cash reconciliation (Exhibit B) to the books as of May 3, 1950. 


On May 3, 1950 Gustav K. Wiencke transferred the balance of 
$6,862.31 to Elmer B. Sasse of Fairbury, Nebraska, who was elected 
Synodical Treasurer. The funds are now deposited in the Fairbury 
State Bank, Fairbury, Nebraska. The Bank Reconciliation for Jan- 
uary 10, 1951 (Exhibit C) and the Cash Reconciliation (Exhibit D) 
support the book balance of January 10, 1951 of $5,031.00. 


The Treasurer is now and 
using prenumbered remittance receipts 


The Congregational Benevolence record as kept is not entirely 


a benevolence record. Each con 

gregation is credited with the entire 
amount remitted and this ts. 
Recommendations: amount is reported as benevolence receip 
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It is recommended that the Treasurer rule and total the Receipts 
and Disbursements Journal monthly and that the balance be carried 
forward to the beginning of the following month. It is further re- 
commended that the Benevolence record with each congregation be 
ruled out only once each year. Totals may be run at any time and 
placed in the columns in small pencil footings which may be erased 
later if desired. 


It is recommended that the congregational record be revised so 
that such items as Pension and Relief contributions, “Lutheran” 
subscriptions, “Midwest Lutheran” subscriptions, and similar items 
are not reflected in the Benevolence report. 


It is recommended that consideration be given to setting up 
columnar cash receipts and disbursement records which could be 
totaled monthly and the monthly totals then posted to the various 
fund accounts. It is my opinion that such a system would simplify 
the records and eliminate a considerable amount of detailed posting 
which is necessary with the present system used. 

Conclusion: 


I wish to express my appreciation to the Treasurer and other 
members of the Executive Board for the cooperation given in making 


the audit. 
Respectfully, 
EDWIN A SCOTT 


CERTIFICATE 

I have examined the Treasurer’s records of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Midwest for the year ended January 10, 1961; 
have examined or tested accounting records and other supporting 
evidence, by methods and to the extent I deemed appropriate. The 
examination was made in accordance with generally accepted audit- 
ing standards and includes all procedures which were considered 
necessary in the circumstances. 


In my opinion, the accompanying statements of receipts, disburse- 
ments, and financial statements present fairly the position of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest at January 10, 1961; and 
the result of its operation for the period, in conformity with gener- 
ally accepted accounting principles. 


EDWIN A. SCOTT 
Public Accountant 


Convention Committees were appointed by the President. 


The secretary’s Report was presented and referred to the Com- 
1 on Protocol and Secretary’s Report. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
During the past synodical year all but one meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Board were attended by your secretary, and the usual secre- 
trial work for the Synod and the Executive Board was done. 
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Thirteen hundred copies of the 1950 minutes of Synod were 
printed by the Enterprise Company in Blair, Nebraska. This was an 
increase of 100 over the vorevious year. The cost of printing ‘and 
mailing was 8700.43. 

The Executive Board instructed your secretary to obtain com pet- 
itive bids on the printing of the Pre-convention Bulletins and the 
Synodical Minutes for the year 1951, and that he decide which in his 

| opinion would be the lowest and best bid. Bids of four different 
I. companies were received varying from $640.00 to $1060.00. These 
5 bids do not include the cost of mailing. 


The printing was again awarded to the Enterprise Company of 
Blair, Nebraska, which had the lowest bid. 


The Executive Board instructed your Secretary to make a form 
for the Credentials of Lay-delegates to Synod and to send them 


the pastors and congregations of Synod so that they could be re- 
turned to the Office of the President one week before Synod time. 
This was done. 


Your Secretary because of his office, was delegate and attended 
. tle United Lutheran Church Convention in Des Moines, Iowa. Also, 
as a meinber of the Executive Board, he was part of the Merger 


2 a Committee of Synod and attended the two meetings held last year in 
Omaha. 


Your Secretary herewith formally presents to the Secretary of 
Records in the archive a printed copy of the minutes of Synod for 
1950, which, after examination and correction by the Committee on 


Protocol, and approval by Synod, shall be the official minutes of 
Synod for 1950. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 
The report of the Statistician, Archivist, and Necrologist was 


given, 


REPORT OF STATISTICIAN, NECROLOGIST, ARCHIVIST 


We are happy to report that the 1950 parochial report covers 
every congregation with the exception of the rural congregation 
near Ohiowa, which is at present without a pastor. More than 60% 
| of the reports came in during the month of February, and several 
) during the month of March. Therefore we would again direct your 

attention to the date on which these reports are to be sent in. Please 

remember the 28th. of February 1952. Some feel that these annual 
reports are a gripe or an irksome chore. Permit me to quote 4 
paragraph from the statistician of the California synod.. To a 
pastor with a warm heart and a clear vision numbers are not a gripe 
or an irksome chore. The numbers in the parish register and the 
= report sheet bring a benediction. Can you list with unmoved 
tarts the number of children brought to God at your font? Do 


you with dry eyes record the adult baptisms, when they include 
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that fine young husband who has never before found Christ? Is 

there anything cold about putting down $50,000.00 as church property ~ 
value for a congregation that has dedicated a building after years of 

dreams and sacrifices? Every name in our parish register is a soul 

over whom the Good Shepherd has made us His under-shepherd. May 

we never think of our parish register as a tiresome chore, but spirit- 

ual book-keeping to thrill our souls. Well kept parish registers are 

a witness to the world of the moving of the Holy Ghost in the 

hearts of people whose lives the Gospel has touched”. 


The 1950 report shows an increase in baptised members of 414. 
This is 177 less than in 1948, and only 127 more than in 1949. Our 
records for 1950 show that we have 74 congregations. Of these nine 
are referred to as non-synodica! congregations. Fifty-six congregations 
use the English language only, and 18 use English and German lang- 
uages. However several of these 18 use the German language only 
a very few times each year. 


COMPARISON OF SOME STATISTICS 
1941 1949 1950 


Communing members 11,572 13,073 13,570 
Members of men’s societies 226 667 644 
Members of Women’s societies 2,311 3,132 3,278 
In Sunday school! 5,298 6,605 7,015 
Young Peoples 1,045 1,418 1,316 
IJ $815,100 2,046,567 2,311,466 
24.208 141,989 116,920 
Congregational expenses 125,804 478,198 587,042 
Apportionment 7,819 59,181 72,824 
Unapportioned 5,821 53,512 104,048 
Total Benevolence 18,640 112,693 176,872 
Total congregational expenses 139,444 590,891 763,914 


re 


— « 
* 


The efforts of the men of our stewardship committee have not 
been in vain. They are partially reflected in the figures above. If 
we would take courage and pray for an increasing measure of God's 
all conquering spirit, | am positive that our evangelism program will 
reveal an equal increase in numbers of souls in our congregations, 
May each one of us look and work and pray for God’s benediction, as 
each one of us goes out into the highways and hedges of our parish. 


ENTERED IN THE ARCHIVE 1950 


Cuts of pastor Theo. Althof, of Russell, Kansas, St. John’s 
church. A group picture of the synod taken in the Russell, Kansas, 
St. John’s church. Also a cut of the synodical group taken in the 
church in Russell „Kansas. 

Copy of the minutes of the 11th. annuai convention of the Midwest 
Lutheran Brotherhood. 


Baptisdd 20,157 23497 23,911 
Confirmed members —— 15,961 16,669 17,004 


50th. Anniversary brochure of the St. John’s Lutheran Church at 
Russell, Kansas. 
Dedication brochure of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
at Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Brochure of Central Seminary, dedicated to Dr. Paul Frederick 
in grateful! recognition of long and distinguished service to the Sem- 
inary and the church. 
P. C. The long list of books from the archive, which the synod au- 
thorized the statistician to loan to the Seminary and Midland 


College, were delivered and placed in the two above mentioned 


Necrologist : 

The obituary of our late beloved pastor Gustav K. Wiencke D.D 

who died on the 25th of November, 1950. 
Respectfully submitted E. C. HANSEN 
Midwest synod statistician. 

The report was referred to the proper committee. 

The motion was made to refer the matter of the printing in the 
Synodical Proceedings of the per capita giving of congregations to 
the Resolutions Committee. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Executive Board’s Report was presented by the Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
The Executive Board of Synod met four times during the synod- 
ical year: 
May 17, 1950 at Lincoln Nebraska 
November 7 and 8. 1950 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
January 31, 1951 at Lincoln, Nebraska 
March 26, 1951 at Lincoln, Nebraska 


A part of the sessions on November 8, were held jointly with 
the Synodical Board of Home Missions. 


ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND APPROVAL 


The following appointments were made: 
MERGER COMMITTEE: The Executive Board of Synod. 


SALES AND PROMOTION FOR THE HISTORY OF SYNOD: 


The committee on the History of Synod. This committee 
is authorized to appoint others if they desire. 


PROMOTIONAL FOR ATTENDANCE AT THE U.L.C.A. 
CONVENTION AT DES MOINES, IOWA: Mr. C. A. My- 
rom, Chairman, plus the ten men who will be selected by 
the Stewardship Committee to receive a $25.00 stipend 
each for attending the U.L.C.A. Convention. 

HOMF MISSIONS: Hugo H. F. Welchert 

EVANGELISM: M. Schroeder, Jr. 


STEWARDSHIP: J ake Johansen 
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LUTHERAN STUDENT FOUNDATION: Rueben Lebsack 
PARISH EDUCATION: G. Housewright 
LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION: W. Wolff 


WORSHIP AN!) MUSIC: Ralph Ritzen 
NEBRASKA LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE: K. Koenig 


REPORT OF THE U.L.C.A. CONVENTION AT DES 
MOINES: T. Althof 


EXECUTIVE BOARD OF SYNOD: William Horst 
SYNODICAL PENSION SECRETARY: Grant Van Boening 


BUILDING FUND FOR LUTHERAN STUDENT HOUSE, 
LINCOLN: H. Goede, S. K. deFreese, and W. Welchert. 


REPRESENTATIVE TO WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOC- 
IETY: A Duis 


DIRECTOR OF LUTHERAN LITERARY BOARD: 
E. C. Hansen 


2. The Special Finance Man for the Lutheran Student Foun- 
dation Fund was permitted to solicit !ife memberships of $100.00 each 
within our Synod provided that full approval of the local Pastor was 
given and that the local congregation had completed its CHEY Appeal. 


3. Upon the report of President Wolff, after personally visiting 
Pastor T. Schmunk, the Executive Board granted Pastor Schmunk 
one year’s leave of absence. 


4. Proper correspondence having been received, Pastor F. W. Lau 
was granted a leave of absence. 


5. The Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. gave its approval to 
the constitution of and our Synod’s membership in Lutheran Social 
Service of Nebraska. Lutheran Social Service was organized October 
27, 1950, with the Midwest Synod as one of the members. 


6. It was approved to give a copy of the History of Synod to 
each retired pastor or pastor’s widow of Synod out of the Executive 
Board Fund. 


7. Clarification of Resolution No.5, p 77, of the 1950 Synodical 
Proceedings. The Executive Board instructed the Committee on 
the Ministry to continue its work along the “limited program” out- 
lined in their report as submitted by Pastor A. B. J. Lentz, e.g. 

N “ ‘to work thru the Luther Leagues and through ‘Retreats at Central 
f Seminary’—thru counseling and literature“ 


8. The Committee on the Ministry was instructed to examine 
any candidate for the diaconate and to be responsible for any financial 
aid that might be granted. 


9. Final payment for the inventory of the Lutheran Literary 
Board was received from The United Lutheran Publication House in 
the amount of $2,687.50 ($2,500.00 principle and $187.50 interest), 
dated September 16, 1950. 


10. The Executive Board conferred with Pastor Bernhardt re- 
garding Resolution No. 10, p. 77, of the 1950 Synodical Proceedings, 
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“Recommended that the Executive Board of Synod examine the ques- 
tion raised by Pastor Bernhardt in regard to the preaching at a non- 
Lutheran Church by students from our Seminary so as to find 
practical and just solution in accordance with Lutheran practices. 
The Executive Board reports that the question of the Resolution was 
not that which was of concern to Pastor Bernhardt, e.g. “the preach- 
ing at a non-Lutheran Church by students from our Seminary”. 


11. The Office of the Treasurer was allowed $200.00 per year 
for clerical help beginning May 1950. 


12. Upon instruction of the Executive Board, President Wolff 
sent a letter of protest to President Truman and the State Depart- 
ment regarding the appointment of an Ambassador to the Vatican. 


13. The purchase of an addressing machine for the President’s 
Office was authorized. 


14. The Treasurer was authorized to mail quarterly statements 
to pastors and congregations. 


15. The Parish Education Committee was assigned the task of 
developing Audio-Visual Aids in Synod. 


2 

16. A blanket bond was taken covering the treasurer of Synod 
and others handling synodical funds—a Primary Commercial (blanket 
honesty bond) in the amount of $10,000.00 for 3 years, effective Feb- 
ruary 1, 1951 (Premium is $236.93 for the 3 years.) 

17. President Wolff and Pastor Hansen attended a meeting in 
Chicago in January 1951 with representatives of the Wartburg Synod 
regarding the U. L. C. A. Linguistic Policy. 


18. The Evangelism Committee was allowed $150 for expenses 
to conduct Evangelism Institutes. 


19. In keeping with the action of a number of Church Boards 
and Agencies, the Executive Board of Synod enrolled the President 
of Synod in the Family Protection, Plan of the U.L.C.A. 


20. The bonding of Synodical Treasurers of Auxiliaries was of- 
fered to the Women’s Missionary Society, the Brotherhood, and the 
Luther League respectively if and when vacancies occur in the pre- 
sent number of treasurers covered in the Synod’s blanket bond and 
that if they desire to be included in the bonding that they be re- 
quested to carry their proportionate share of the cost. 


21. A bill of $60.83 to Midland College was allowed for our 
Synod’s proportionate share in expenses incurred in calling a 
meeting of the Executive Board of Midland College. 


22. The for Social Missions was offered travelling 


fare plus the is attendance at 
the School on Marriage F 


f lage and Family Life to be held at Wittenberg Col. 
ege, June 18-22, with the understanding that he will speak to church 
groups when called upon and when his schedule permits. 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO SYNOD 


1. That Synod * 
tion of the U. C. ‘he following amendment to the Constitu 
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“ ‘Amend Article XV, Section I, as follows: In place of the 
words, “which has accepted the Constitution with its Doctrinal 
Basis as set forth in Article II,“ substitute the words: “which 
has accepted Article II (Doctrinal Basis) and Article XV (Affil- 
iated Churches) of this Constitution.“ 


“The section, if and when the above amendment is ratified, will 
read as follows: 


“ ‘Section 1. Any Fvangelical Lutheran Church which has 
been fostered by the Board of Foreign Missions to The United 
Lutheran Church in America, and which has accepted Article II 
(Doctrinal Basis) and Article XV (Affiliated Churches) of this 
Constitution, and whose constitution has been approved by the 
Executive Board, may be received into relationship with The 
United Lutheran Church in America as an Affiliated Church by 
a majority vote at any regular convention.’ ” 


2. That the following budget be adopted for 1952: 


Synodica) Home Missions. 3,500 
Central Seminary 4,700 
Beneficiary Education 3,800 
Lutheran Student Work 600 
Tabitha Home * . 1,500 
Secial Missions 2,900 
Synodical Relief 900 
Welfare Work 2,000 
Synodical Paper $ 
900 
Synodica) Administration 3,800 
Parish Education * 200 
President's Office 6,600 
5,000 
Pension & Family 
Protection Plan 266 
Repayment & Maintenance 600 
300 


for Midwest Synod $ 49,600 
For U.L.C.A. $ 64,046 


Total $113,646 


*With the recommendation that the subscription price be increased. 
8. That the lay members of the Executive Board be given the 
right to vote at Synod Convention. 
4. That the 1951 salary of the President of Synod be increased 
to $4,500.00 
5. That Synod authorize the Executive Board to establish a 
Special Committee on Synodical Constitution and By-laws, 


Respectfully submitted 
Your Executive Board, 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 
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3 The report was referred to the proper committee. 


President Wolff reported orally om a pending matter of . 
ceiving a new Lutheran Congregation at Ames, Nebraska. (For fur- 
ther information see report of Committee on New Congregations 
and Constitutions. ) 


Pastors Henry Dumler, Heinz Ritzen, and Alvin Peterson were 
— 

Recommendation No. 3 of the Executive Board was presented 
It was moved amd seconded to adopt the recommendation. 


The motion was made to refer Recommendation No. 3 to the 
Committee on the Executive Board’s Report. The motion was second- 
ed and carried. 


The tellers on ballot No. 1 om the election of the President re- 
ported. Lorin J. Wolff having received more than the necessary 
75% of votes cast, was declared elected as President of the Evan- 
gelica) Lutheran Synod in the Midwest for the next three years, by 
Vice-President Richard Jobman. 

The Editor of the Midwest Lutheran presented the Report of the 


REPORT OF THE SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER OF THE 
MIDWFEST LUTHERAN 


While serving as Subscription Manager of the Midwest Lutheras, 


| proof mailing lists have been sent to most all Pastors of our Synod 


as their subscriptions become due. They are asked to correct the 
et if there are any corrections to be made and add new subscribers 
to the list if they have amy. The response has been very good. Then 
the Subscription Manager sends the changes of addresses and new 
names and addremes to the Publishing House at Blair and they 
correct their plates or make new ones. 


Well over 1,200 new subscriptions have been added to our mailing 
wt in the past year, besides all the renewals. At present we are 
printing close to 6,000 copies of each issue. 

Respectfully submitted, 
TILLIE KRAMBECK, 
Subscription Manager 
was made, seconded and carried that the election of 
Manager of the Midwest Lutheran be deferred. 


The Editor of the Midwest Lutheran presented his report. 


The motion 
the Business 


REPORT OF THE EDITOR 
THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


It has been my aim and purpose to make The Midwest Lutheran 


serve Synod and thru God's Grace, Hi : 
„His Kingdom, first of all in the 
ene don of the Program which Synod has adopted. How well your 


therein, you of the Synod must be judge. 


editor may have 


“ 
* 
. Subscription Manager. 


The Editor has been much encouraged by the kind letters and cards 
of appreciation of his efforts. 


I had hoped to consult with the Business Manager before making 
the next phase of the report, but he is ministering to one of his 
families into whose midst death has come, Consequently I have not 
been able to check this figure, but the unofficial report of Mr. Mag- 
nussen, the manager of the Lutheran Publishing House which pub- 
lishes the paper, is that they are now printing 6200 copies, an in- 
crease of 400 over the six or eight months ago. This increase, as 
our Subscription Manager reports, is due to new subscriptions, Mr. 
Magnussen tells me that our Subscription Manager Miss Tillie 
Krambeck, does her work in a very capable manner. Only Pastors 
Churchill and W. Welchert, who have tried with their pastoral duties 
to take care of the subscription department, can | tell how fortunate 
we are to have Miss Krambeck. 


There are apparently still congregations that have only had 
sporadic subscription campaigns. One Pastor confessed to me that 
his congregation, a rather large one, had only about 20 subscrip- 
tions. I want to point out that at the Ellis, Kansas, Convention, a 
plan was adopted which will greatly facilitate the handling of sub- 
scriptions and will bring the paper into almost every home of Synod. 
The value of this would be obvious, Beside the promotional purpose, 
which is primary and which would thereby be fulfilled, it would give 
the Business Manager more funds to operate with. We could print 
more pictures for instance and if necessary add a page from time 
to time. 


I have the following recommendations to make: 


1. That Synod give adequate recognition of the faithful work 
done by our subscription manager, Miss Tillie Krambeck. 

2. That our Business Manager be authorized to press vigor- 
iously the congregational subscription plan as adopted by 
Synod at the Ellis, Kansas Convention, 1948, and that he 
bill annually each congregation using this plan. 

Yours respectfully, 
PAUL H. G. MOESSNER 
Editor, THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


The motion prevailed to refer Recommendation No. 1 to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 


The motion was made, seconded, and carried to postpone action 
on Recommendation No. 2 until the time the report of the Business 
Manager of the Midwest Lutheran is presented. 


The motion prevailed to change the order of business to cast a 
ballot for the Editor of the Midwest Lutheran. 


The balloting was ordered. 


The Secretary of the Northern Conference reported, He an- 
nounced that Conference would meet at Niobrara ia on June 
20.22. 
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REPORT OF KANSAS CONFERENCE SECRETARY 


The photographic sitting for Synod was announced to be im 
mediately after the close of this session. 


SECOND SESSION 
“Tuesday Afternoon, May 15, 1951 


The session was opened with a hymn, scripture, and prayer. 
The minutes of the first session were read and approved as read 


Pastor Christian Rautenstrauss led im prayer. 

President Wolff read a letter from Pastor T. Schmunk. 

de background for tne leave of absence of Pastor Schmunk was 
explained and clarified 


It was moved to ; unk 

indefmitely. The 
it was, movea to amend the motion by striking the word in- 

definitely” and ; the The motion 

— 11 words “for one year” 

The amesded motion was moved, seconded, and carried. 
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. : lt was moved and seconded that we memorialize Synod to change 5 
the mame of The Kansas Conference, from Kansas Conference to 
Southern Conference; and that the present Southern Conference's 
4 game be changed from Southern Conference to Centra Conference. . 
ay It wus moved to amend this motion by adding, and that Synod be 
asked to make a restudy of the present division of Conferences. The 
motion was seconded amd carried. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR W. HUNERE, Secretary 
i The Recommendation was moved, and seconded. 
: The motion prevailed to call for a division of the recommends- 
tom 
Recommendation No. 1 was carried. 
The motion was made to refer the matter of the second half of 
the Kecommendation to the Executive Beard for study and recom- 
mendation to Synod. ie. “It was moved te amend this motion by ade- . 
ny img, afd that Synod be asked to make a restudy of the present divi- 
sion of Conferences. The motion was seconded and carried” f 
The Convention Chaplain closed the session with prayer. 
| Tellers reported om. the first balloting fer the Editor of the 
Midwest Lutheran. 
The President declared Pastor Paul G. Moessner elected upon 
having recetwed the necessary majority om the first ballot. 
| The Report of the Ministerium was read. 
: MINISTERIUM MEETING 
| ve Tuesday, May 15, 1951 | 
1 The Ministerium was called to order at 1:00 P.M. by President 


Pastor Christian Rautenstrauss expressed words of joy for the 
fellowship he has enjoyed in our Synod. He is retiring and an- 
nounces that he has books for sale at this convention. 


The Committee on the Ministry presented Recommendations. 


COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY’S 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MINISTERIUM 
Recommendation No. 1: We recommend to the ministerium for 
reception into Synod the following: 
Pastor Grant Van Boening 
Pastor Melvin Peterson 
Pastor Fred Henkel 
And for ordination, Philip Biblehimer and Louis L’heureux. 
The committee on the ministry had colloquium with Pastor Fred 
Kern, — —U— 
Kecommendation No. 2: Herewith we recommend Paster Kern 
to the Ministerium for reception into Synod upon receipt of a tran- 
er from the Nebraska Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. J. DUIS, Secretary 
Committee on the Ministry 
Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
The motion prevailed that the President investigate the entire 
matter of the standing of Pastors who are displaced persons. 
The Ministerium was adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 
The actions of the Ministerium were presented as recommenda- 
tions. 
The Recommendation regarding the leave of absence of Pastor 
Schmunk was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 1 of the Committee on the Ministry was 


Recommendation No. 2 of the Committee on the Ministry was 


adopted. 


The Recommendation regarding the investigation of the stand- 
ing of D. P. Pastors by the President was seconded. 


It was moved to amend the recommendation by adding the words 
“and that he be instructed to act”. 1 


The motion prevailed to extend the time for 10 minutes. 


Pastor Syre served notice that he would present a substitute 
recommendation if the original should be lost. 
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The amendment to the original recommendation carried. 


The substitute recommendation was made that pastors of this 
Synod now having D.P.’s be urged to call a D. P. Pastor and pre- 
sent him in due course for admission to this Synod. 


The motion = made to amend the substitute recommendation 
by adding “and that the Synodical Home Missions Committee consult 
with the Board of American Missions concerning support of these 
Pastors.” | 


The motion t substitute the amended recommendation carried. 
The substitute recommendation prevailed. 


The new cletical members, Grant Van Boening, Fred Henkel, and 
Melvin Peterson, as recommended by the Committee on the Ministry 
were received by Presidnt Wolff into our Synod. 


The Report of the Executive Board on Nomination to Boards and 
Standing Committees was presented. 
(cf. pp. 13-16), 


The motion to adopt was seconded. 


It was moved to substitute the name of Herman Goede as re- 


— to the Kirchliches Monats Blatt. It was seconded and car- 
* | 


With this amendment the nominees of the Executive Board were 
elected by Syn 


Pastor James Sutter, Pastor Theodore Johnson, Dr. Hieronymus, 
and Pastor Schrell were received as advisory members. 


Pastor Henry Dumler of the Nebraska Synod brought official 
fraternal greetings. 


Official greetings from the Kansas Synod were brought by Pas- 
tor Heinz Ritzen. 


_ Pastor T. Johnson, representative from the Nebraska Conference 
of the Augustana Synod, and Président of the Augustana State 
Luther League, brought official greetings. 


. Derr official representative of the U. I. C. A. gave 
2 t of his presentation, emphasizing the challenge o 
Christian “Faith and Life” in the church. 1 
oh RECESS | 
y common consent the order of business changed to hear 
ae report on Lutheran Student Work. 68 
The Credentials Committee reported 4 additional laymen as re- 
1 trom congregations. By motion they were seated as 
Bates. The total of lay delegates thus reached 44. 


| — 


4 | 
JJ 
d 
{ 
{ 
1 
| 
4 


J 


Pastor Herman Goede introduced Alvin M. Petersen, Lutheran 
Pastor to Students, Lincoln, Nebraska. | 


Pastor Petersen presented the cause of the Lutheran Student 
work at State schools of higher education and of the Lutheran Stu- 
dent foundation, Lincoln, Nebraska in particular. 


Pastor Herman Goede presented the report of Reuben Lebsack, 
and also the Financial Statement of Lutheran Student Work. 


REPORT TO 1951 CONVENTION OF THE EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST BY THE DELE- 
GATE TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LUTH- 


ERAN STUDENT FOUNDATION, INC., OF LINCOLN, 
NEBRASKA 


“What you have done for one of the least of these my brethren 
you have done it unto me.” 


‘Your delegate has had the privilege of serving for you on the 
Board of the Directors of the Lutheran Student Foundation, Inc., at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, since the beginning of the year 1951. He has 
learned much of its functions and hopes in time, with the support 
of his constituent organization, to help more actively to carry out 
the program and projects of this Foundation. 


The purpose of the Foundation is to promote the spiritual, moral, 
and sociai welfare of the students at Lincoln, in accordance with the 
precepts of the Christian Faith as interpreted and taught by the 
tvangelical Lutheran Church, More specifically, the Foundation 
takes care of all business matters connected with carrying on the 
work of the Division of Lutheran Student Service of the National 
Lutheran Council, 


Its present project is to build a Student Center to house the ac- 
tivities of the Lutheran Student Association. Construction of the 
Center has officially commenced. Two old houses are being removed 
from the property and the ground breaking ceremony has been held. 


The space and facilities incorporated in the building are those 
shown to be necessary by experiences in practice of the Association 
and the Division of Lutheran Service. The building has been plan- 
ned so that it can be constructed, complete, at this time, or in two 
units dependent upon the availability of funds, The first unit has 
been estimated to cost from $80,000 to $85,000, 


A study of the Executive Committee in conjunction with the 
Finance Committee of this Board shows that the funds for this ex- 
penditure can be made available from the following sources: 

National Lutheran Council 
Pledges of Church Groups in eT 
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| Individuals and Church Organizations 

The fund for the project at present amounts to about $30,000 
of cash on hand and $20,000 of permissable loan. The balance will 
have to be raised during the progress of the work, which means in 
the next four to six months. 


The Nebraska Congregations of the Synod in the Midwest are 
pledged at present to contribute $11,300. A small portion of this 
amount has already been paid. It is the hope of the Foundation that 
a goodly portion of the balance will be paid in the next four to six 
months and your delegate hopes and would appreciate the entire 
balance being paid by the end of this year. Your delegate suggests 
that each Congregation consider this contribution as a must and aim 
toward fulfilling the entire obligation before the first of next year. 

In addition to this obligation, it will be necessary for many in- 
dividuals to make special donations to the fund. Your delegate sug- 
gests that an individual in each Congregation send Pastor Petersen 
at Lincoln a list of names of people in their Congregation who could 
be approached for a special donation. — 


According to statistics, of all Lutheran students attending col- 
lege, 85% are attending State Universities or Colleges, and only 
15% are in Church Colleges. Let's get behind the Foundations 80 
they may exert a greater influence for good upon the Students of 
our State Universities and weld them more effectively to the Church. 


Respectfully submitted 


R. D. LEBSACK 
1711 S. 22nd Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


REPORT ON LUTHERAN STUDENT SERVICE 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 


The Division of Student Service of the Nationa] Lutheran Coun- 
cil has set up six emphases as a guide in ministering to students: 
worship, study, evangelism counseling, service, and recreation. These 
headings suggest a broad stope and are intended to meet the needs 
of the students. No student is well integrated unless his thought life 
is permeated with “wisdom” which comes from God through Christ. 
— student must be brought to a worship experience through the 
unday morning service and through daily meditation and prayer. 


Student Service believes in an enlightened 

“4 ” outh. The word 

‘wad does not refer here to the every day . pursuit of 
owledge, 

church. 


but to study of the Word and the faith and life of the 


and on e of our Lutheran students have drifted from the church, 
contact with the Go there are those who have never come into vital 
evangelism, Gospel. These must be won. Student Service is 
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Counseling is not confined to the province of the psychiatrist. 
The church has a definite contribution to make here. Since many 
of the difficulties of students relate to problems of faith, of life's 
f. calling, of uncertainty, Student Service finds many opportunities 
2 to help students solve their problems. 5 


N Students, too. are brought face to face with the challenge of 
: service. It is the business of the church to interpret life in terms of 
the Christian calling. 2 


Student Service is not a social program, yet it recognizes the 
need of creating an environment where students may meet and ex- 
press themselves through recreation on a Christian level. 


The philosophy of Student Service is Christ-centered. These 
then are the emphases of the ministry to students at the educational 
institutions in Lincoln. 


Most of the work among students, of course, is done at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska and at the College of Agriculture. The staff 
consists of Pastor Alvin M. Petersen and a graduate assistant, Miss 
Solveig Norstog. The Lutheran Student Foundation is the supporting 
organization and has a current operating budget of approximately 
$8,100.00, of which amount $4,100.00 is supplied by the Division of 
Student Service. The balance is obtained chiefly by grants from 
the church bodies in Nebraska of five cents per confirmed member, 


and from gifts and sale of mem erships in the Foundation. The 
Foundation received $500.00 in 1150 from the Midwest Synod. 


— 


There are about 750 students in Lincoln of the National Luth- 
eran Council churches. Of tuese about 600 are at the University of 
Nebraska. The Foundation provides two (rented) student centers: 
one at the College of/Agriculture, and one near the main campus of 
the University. Here Bible classes, chapel, discussion groups are . 
held weekly. Lenten Services are held during Lent. The Lutheran ; 
Student Associations have an active program. The city campus LS. A. 
uses the facilities of First Lutheran Church of the Augustana Synod 
on Sunday evenings for its meetings. Of special encouragement this 
year has been the Graduate Club, which meets monthly. Several stu- 
—— help out in the local congregations in Sunday School, choir and 

gue, 


The major concern of the Board of Directors of the Lutheran 
Student Foundation is the plans for building the new Lutheran Stu- 
dent Center at the main campus of the University. The building was 
estimated a year ago to cost approximately $80,000.00, but building 
costs have risen. Nearly $30,000.00 is now available and another 
$40,000.00 is expected from church bodies in Nebraska. Up to the 
present, approximately $1,100.00 have been received from the Midwest 
Synod churches in Nebraska. This is a fine beginning and the Foun- 
dation does hope that the churches in Nebraska of Midwest Synod 
will intensify their fund raising so that the goal of one dollar per 
member may be reached soon. The sooner the money is raised the 
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less money the Foundation will need to borrow to complete the build- 
ing. 

The Board of Directors decided at its annual meeting in January 
to begin construction of the new Student Center. To fail to build 
now might mean an indefinite delay. The Board hopes to finance 
the completion of the building with a temporary loan. A new center 
at the University is a “must” to assure adequate facilities for our 
ministry to students. 


The Lutheran Student Foundation expresses sincere gratitude 
to pastors and congregations of the Midwest Synod for their con- 
tinued interest in our ministry to students. We are grateful, too, to 
serve you in a vital ministry to your young people attending college 


in Lincoln. 
Respectfully submitted, 


ALVIN M. PETERSEN 
Lutheran Pastor to Students 


KEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN STUDENT WORK 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Receipts: | 


Received from Treas. of Synod as per budget for 1950 8 500.00 
Received from Treas. of Synod in specials for Bldg. Fund 269.86 


— 


Total receipts 769.86 
Bal. brought forward 44.00 


— 


8813.86 
Disbursements: | 
Paid to E. C. Hansen, Treas. Luth. St. Foundation 769.00 


Bal, on hand Jan. 1, 1951 44.00 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. M. GOEDE, Treasurer 


The motion prevailed that the congregations of our Synod in 
Nebraska, be urged, if possible, to raise the total of $1.00 per member 
for the Student Center this year. 


the Pastor S. K. deFreese reported on Lutheran Student Work at 
State Teachers College Campus, Wayne, Nebraska. 


The election of th Luth- 
* e subscription Manager of the Midwest 


The Report of the Secretary of Foreign Missions was presented. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Christians are called to be a “ ” 14 
peculiar le”, (Titus 2:14), 
standing out in contrast and distinction to a 4 and sinful world. 
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Not until the church has experienced the cleansing, purifying and 
transforming power of the Saviour will she be able to effectively 
lead the blind and command the confidence of those who dwell in 
hopeless iniquity. 


China, at this time, is one of our most anxious and limited fields, 
but we find faithful soldiers of the cross standing firm amidst the 
J. foes of Christ. There are Miss Clara Sullivan and Rev. Paul Mack- 
ensen, Jr. in Tsingtao, China, the center of our China Mission and 
there is the Rev. Charles H. Rembrecht working in Hong Kong. 

; Here I wish to incorporate some information received from Herman 
N L. Gilbert, Secretary for Promotion of Foreign Missions: 


« 


or 


“With the publication of the Manifesto, and the issuance of 
a notice by the U. S. Government of the freezing of all Chinese 
Communist funds in this country, followed by a notice that the 
People’s Government has frozen all funds and property belonging 
to U. S. citizens, the various Boards met and decided that in light 
of the present changes, all missionaries should be asked to re- 
4 consider their reasons for remaining in China. Miss Sullivan 
0 and Pastor Mackensen have replied as follows: We are continu- 
i ing as during the present year. So both of us have asked God 
7 to direct us. We have reopened the matter before the Lord each 
time anyone has gone or any suggestion has come from you or 
any others. Paul feels that if God will enable him to finish up 
some items, he may, if possible, go within a few months 


Budgeted and special funds will be held in reserve for China, 
in view of Board action taken in January 1951. Two actions of the 
Board regarding special funds will be of interest to many: 


“VOTED: (a) that the Secretary for Special Gifts be asked 
to write to all the contributors to parishes and other projects in 
China about the present situation in China and of our inability 
to send funds there at present, and suggest that they support 
parishes in other fields, or if they desire to continue their support 
of parishes in China, that they be informed that all funds will 
de held in a reserve fund until such time as mission work can 
again be done, it being understood that interest accruals will be 
added to the respective principais. 


“(b) that all special funds received for China during the 
year 1951 be placed in the reserve fund, interest accruals being 
added to the principals, and that we give further consideration 
to the financial items for China later in the year.” 


Our foreign missions are our hands, feet, and tongues doing the 
will of Christ “OBSERVING ALI. THINGS WHATSOEVER I HAVE 
COMMANDED THEE”. It is, therefore, imperative that we lay 
this not only on the hearts of the people, but also bring it before their 
eyes. The audio-visual program of foreign missions is expanding. 
There are three major color sound films on Japan, Liberia and India 
which are receiving wide acclaim. A new film on our work in Ar- 
gentina will be ready for release by mid-summer. Additional slide 
sets are being added to the distribution facilities. 


7 


has 
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film 
Prints will be placed in two locations in Canada and also a 
depository has been established on the Wittenberg College campus, 
Springfield, Ohio, and additional subjects will be circulated through 
the Stewardship Office of the Northwest Synod. 


In reading matérials which gives one first hand information on 
all our mission fields is, “The Foreign Missionary Magazine of 
which many of the pastors have received complimentary copies. As 
a matter of suggestion, if you will subscribe for 10 or more copies, 
you will receive club subscription rates. 


Rev. and Mrs. Louis L’heureux of First Lutheran Church, Ok- 
lahoma City, a son of our Synod, after a year’s study in language 
at Yale University, will go to Japan as missionaries. 


In closing, let every blood bought Child of God magnify Christ 


in word and deed. 
Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY ROWOLDT, Secretary 


The motion was made and seconded that the Secretary of For- 
eign Missions be instructed to prepare a list of Congregations and 


Sunday Schools supporting proteges and include the list in the 1951 
report. 


The motion was amended by adding the words “provided that 
the material reaches the Secretary’s desk within a week after con- 
vention“. The motion was seconded and carried. 


The amended motion was lost. 


— moved to extend the time for convention business to 4:45 
0 


Tellers reported on balloti the M of 
the Mid ng on Subscription Manager 


Miss Tillie Krambeck having received the votes was 
declared elected. neseanary 


The Review Committee on the Audit of the Treasurer’s Report 
presented its findings. 


COMMITTEE ON REVIEW OF TREASURER’S REPORT 


Your committee on revi t the treasurer’s report has duly 
examined the submitted —— ina recommends: 8 


1. that the auditor’s documentation true state- 
ment of Synod’s financial affairs. be accepted as a 2 

2. We like wise would recommend that synod rescind its order 
1 treasurer, and permit them to send their bene- 
volence in amounts as their own bookkeeping requires. 
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8. In the absence of definite instructions or a plan of proce- 


dure which this committee should follow in reviewing the treasur- 
1 er's report, we further recommend that synod would clarify the as- 
. signment for this committee. 


Having had no instructions, we have undertaken to analyze the 


M. SCHROEDER 
J. A. BAHNSEN 


contributions as to the per capita giving in the various congregations. 
The list is attached to this report. 


J. N. MARXEN 
C. GROTHEN 
BENEVOLENCE CONTRIBUTION PER COMMUNICANT 
MEMBER 
MIDWEST SYNOD FOR 1950 

Gothenburg $29.86 Norfolk 12.06 
Sterling 29.31 Pender, rural 11.92 
la  ....... 27.60 Grand Island 11.90 
Darrouzett 26.60 Diller, rural 11.04 
Fontanelle .-... 26.20 Johnson 10.65 
Louisville 24.15 Pleasant Valley 10.41 
Creston 24.40 Hastings, First 10.32 
| 23.60 Schuyler 9.92 
Russell, town 
Bloomfield 22.90 Papillion 9.65 
Hooper, rural 22.05 Ohiowa, town 9.58 

Columbus, rural 21.50 Hoisington --- 9. 

Oklahoma City 21.31 Falls City - 9 
Glenvil _.. 21.25 Vutan 9.35 
Lipscomb — 20.98 Bennington 9.19 
Platte Center 19.92 Hildreth ~«« — — 9.16 
Wisner 19.40 Hanover 9.11 
Winside _..-.. 18.90 Wayne 9.08 
Diller, town — 18.80 Uehling -- 9.05 
Pilger 18.79 8 — 8.81 
Haveloeek 18.10 Lincoln, Friedens: 8.25 
Hooper, town 17.40 Tea, 8. D. 8.21 
Lindy iz 732 
Emerald — 16.90 Pender, town — 6.72 
Westboro ___ 15.90 Blue H — 6.69 
Niobrara ___ — 15.85 Home — 6.62 
Hastings, rural 15.72 Otoe — 850 
;; ee 15.20 Linn — 63% 
Ridgeley 15.16 Madison 4.86 
Columbus town 15.12 Chappell --- — 462 
Ledgepole — 1498 — 446 
Pierce 14.32 Leih — 39 
Stillwater 13.90 Ohiowa, rural oie.) 
Northboro 13.80 Fmerson — 8.65 
Wakeeney - 13.12 Hastings, South . 3.55 
13.08 Sutton 8.56 
Synodical Average 13.08 Russell, rural ---------- 2-64 
Stanton 18.01 Average UL. CA. 8102. 
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Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No, 2 was adopted. . 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 
The Report of the Committee on Evangelism was presented. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


The synodical committee on Evangelism has been and still is 
very active in the work of promoting Evangelism in each and every 
congregation of synod on a Year Around basis. 

History of present work plan: 


The Lutheran Commission On Evangelism, as sponsored by the 
National Lutheran Council churches, after having made a marvelous 
beginning in promoting Lay-Evangelism in the Lutheran Church, 
has now put this work into the hands of each church body. The 
ULCA working through the Board of Social Missions has conducted 


Synodical Institutes to make each synod, each pastor and congre- 
gation conscious of Evangelism. 


The Work Plan: 


1. Synodical Institutes to train the synodical committee on 
Evangelism and one pastor and layman from each district, the 
president of synod participating, to conduct Evangelism Workshops 
for pastors and congregations. 


2. Fastor's Workshops: Attended by all pastors as arranged 
by the synodical committee, to acquaint and challenge the pastors 


with the promotion of Evangelism and to arrange for Congrega- 
tional Workshops. 


3. Congregational Workshops: Arranged by pastors with the 
“Visiting Instructing Team” of the district. To be attended by the 
pastor, church-council, officers of the church school and teachers, of- 
ficers of all auxiliaries, and qualified and interested members of the 


congregation, Meetings on two consecutive nights, a Sunday af- 
ternoon, or any other suitable time. 


Work Carried Out: 


Synodical Institute held February 22nd and 23rd in Lincoln. Well 
attended both by ministers and — from the Nebraska and Mid- 
— synods. Results of institute: District teams appointed and 

astor's Workshops arranged for each district of synod. Materia: 
ordered for each district with the instructing visiting teams in 

charge to invite all pastors of their respective district. 
4 Pets eb Workshops held in 5 districts with 29 pastors serving 
3 Lee represented. Reports show enthusiasm by pastors 
* — many purchasing same for use in congregation 
hg wee others in the district. Workshops for congregations 
arranged for late spring, early summer and fall. 
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Material for Instruction: 


4 Film Strip with two records: Bringing Jesus into the Home 
2 showing the “How” of conducting a visitation. 


> 

7 Film Strip with two records: At Home with God“ 

f how to bring family worship into the home and the results of fam- 
* ily worship. A Chart: “Two by Two” Visual Aid for instructing the 
bY lay visitors. A set of Slides demonstrating the work of Evangelism 
1 on the year around basis with the whole congregation participating. 


5 “Now we know what to do and to say; it gives us an answer to 
* the many questions“ comment of a layman having viewed these 
: materials. May the wish of this layman that each congregation wil, 
" make this material available to its members be fulfilled. 


Observations: 


There is a certain way in beginning Evangelism within a con- 
f gregation. Those who followed the suggested way report. IT 
WORKS. It has brought joy and happiness to the persons partici- 
* pating; it has brought many souls to Christ; it has brought lax 
and indifferent members back to t full Christian life; it has brought 
new life into the congregation; ete. 


ax 


Those who deviated from the plan only as much as 2% report 
loss of 50% of effectivness, others who made it a hit and miss af - 
fair report results nil but we saw what one individual could do who 
was caught by the spirit of Evangelism. 


Emphasis: 
Evangelism is not a matter of choice for the Christian Church 
nor for the individual Christian; it is Christ's command to witness 
; and to confess: “Ye are my witnesses” “As the Father has sent me, 
so send I you” “He that confesseth me before men, I will confess 
before my Father in heaven.” “With the heart men believeth unto 
righteousness, with the mouth confession is made unto salvation”. 
By promoting Evangelism we are not bringing anything new or a 
newfangled program into being but rather want to make each con- 
gregation and Christian conscious of his Christ given duty, and to 
7 lead to a fuller life in Christ. Therefore the following 


| Recommendations: 


1. We recommend that each pastor who has not attended a 
. Pastor’s Workshop seek all information — Proms instructing visit- 
ing team of his district and work out wi team an arrange- 
ment in the use of the materials for instruction available in the dis- 

trict. 


i 2. We recommend that all pastors make ae for 
r Congregational Workshops and invite the visiting instructing team 
not only to conduct the Workshop but also to start the visitation ac- 


cording to plan. 


— 

| 

| | 
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Expression of Thanks: 

We like to thank those who have willingly and unstintingly given 
of their time and ability to serve with the committee on Evangelism 
and especially to the president of synod not only for endorsing the 
work whole-heartedly but for his arrangements of the Workshops 
and districts, and appointments, and for carrying on the correspon- 
dence with the Board of Social Missions as well as the representa- 
tives of the Nebraska synod, besides attending the workshop meet- 
ings whenever possible. | 

Respectfully submitted, 

77 ERICH PETERSEN, chairman 


Action on the Recommendations was postponed. (See page 61). 
The Session was closed by the Convention Chaplain with Prayer. 


THIRD SESSION 
Tuesday Evening, May 15, 1951 


The session was opened with prayer by the Convention Chaplain. 
The minutes of the previous session were read and approved as 


The Report of the laymen’s meeting was presented by Professor 
O. C. Schultz of Stillwater, Oklahoma. 


LAYMEN’S. MEETING 
May 15. 1951 


The Laymen’s Meeting was called to order by Walter Jobman. 
Executive Layman, at 5 P.M. The opening prayer was offered bv 
William Horst. Forty laymen were present on the roll call by self- 
introductions. 


A number of points drawn up as a tentative program were dis- 
cussed briefly. 7 


1. Reasons for Synod. 
2. Purpose of the Pre- Convention Bulletin. 


3. Ways and means for the layman to report on Synod to his 
home congregation. 


4. Participation of laymen in the convention. 
5. Pastors’ salaries. 


6. Credentials for lay delegates. 


The laymen’s meeting adopted two recommendations to Synod: 


1. That two Pre-convention Bulletins be sent to each congrega- 
tion in order that the pastor and lay delegate also will have 
information on the convention program. 


That credential forms for lay delegates be mailed to the 
congregations in ample time for the secretary of the congre- 


tion to prepare the forms prior to the convention. 


The brief general discussions urged la 
en to concern them- 
selves with two problems. In every local eal by active lay- 
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men should interest their brethren in the study of pastoral salaries 
and urge upon their respective congregations the need for salary 
advances when they find their own congregations neglectful and in- 
different. A further point of emphasis was that lay delegates 
should bring to their local congregations the most complete under- 


standing possible of the problems and procedures of Synod, trans- 
mit the inspiration and zeal of the Church at work. 


The meeting adopted a statement of appreciation to Synod f 
the opportunity to hold the meeting. = 

Adjourned, 6:50 P.M. 

Closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ORVILLE C. SCHULTZ 
Secretary, Pro Tempore 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 


The Report of the nominating Committee for Lay-members on 
the Executive Board was presented as follows: 


The Committee for nominations of Laymen for the Executive 
Board nominates as candidates the following laymen: 


Walter Jobman 
William Horst 
Loyd Lewallen 
John Huttenmeyer 


Respectfully submitted, 


H. M. GOEDE 

HERMAN C. LANGHOLZ 
WILLIAM SCHROEDER 
R. L. RITZEN 


Carl Grothen was nominated from the floor. 
The president declared the nominations closed. 


The election of the lay-members on the Executive Board was 


ordered, 


The Report of the Trustees of Midland College was presented. 


Pastor Richard Jobman introduced Dr. Hieronymus, President of 
Midland College, to make the presentation. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
The members of the Midwest Synod with those of the other six 


western synods of the U.L.C.A. are stockholders in Midland College, 
our church college for this territory. Midland is their college. It 
is Midland’s great mission and lofty privilege not only to train young 
men for the Gospel Ministry but also to serve all of our fine young 
men and women in giving them a liberal arts education under pos- 
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itive Christian influence. Your Trustees, herewith, submit to you 
our annual report. ; 


Officers of the Corporation . 

The elected officers of the Corporation are: Dr. A. W. Young, 
Omaha, Nebr., President; Dr. Henry A. Gunderson, Fremont, Nebr., 
Vice President: the Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, Lincoln, Nebr. Secretary; 
and, Mr. Bernard V. Beeson Fremont, Nebr., Treasurer. 


Officers of the College 


Administrative officers of the College are: Dr. W. P. Hierony- 
mus, President; C. K. Burkholder, Acting Dean; Richard L. Moenter 
Dean of Men: Miss Esther Schwerdtfeger, Acting Dean of Women; 
the Rev. A. C. Baughman, Chaplain; Mise Mildred A. Cattern, Reg- 


istrar; and Bernard V. Beeson, Business Manager and Treasurer. 


Our Students 

On the basis of a national survey it has been reported that the 
full-time enrollment of college and university students in the United 
States decreased by 9.4 per cent in September as compared with the 
enrollment a year ago. Because of the fact that our freshman class 
this year is larger than last year’s by twenty students, our enroll- 
ment drop percentagewise is only half that of the national average. 

The reasons for the decline in attendance, instead of an increase, 
are the following: (1) the largest graduating class in the history of 


the College left a large gap in the student body, (2) there was 4 
50% decline in G. .I enrollment, (3) a number of our students have 
been called into active military service, (4) some of the young men 
who had made application to enter Midland decided to enlist in the 
armed service, and, (5) a smaller group of high school students 
graduated last year than during the preceding few years. 


Due to the war situation some of our men who are in the reserves 


are still being called into active duty, and since deferments are at 
present to a large extent within the jurisdiction of the local draft 
boards, we shall sustain losses this year and very likely serious ones 
during the next few years. | 


Following is an analysis of Midland’s enrollment for the present 


ool year: 

1 Men Women Total 
70 152 
Sophomor es 66 23 89 
19 74 
Total in regular classes _. \ 263 127 390 
Specials | 7 6 13 
Study Center * 17 61 78 
Total “481 
2287 194 481 
Counted more than once . OS 5 1 6 
Grand Total! 2 282 193 475 
Veterans: 66 men. This is a 50% loss in veterans over a year ago. 
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Body 
U.L.C.A. (16 Synods) 


Summary of Lutheran Students Attending Midland College: 


Christian 
Number Service 


California 
5 
Kansas Synoal 
Midwest Synod 
Miscellaneous: 


Wartburg Synod 
New Jersey 


New York Synod 


Ohio Synod 


Central Pennsylvania Synod 
Pennsylvania Ministerium 


Mississippi Synod 
Outside 

Nebraska Synod 

Pacific Synod 


Rocky Mountain Synod 
Synod 


Texas 


‘nited States 


Total UL. C. A. 


American Lutheran Church 

Augustana Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 
Wisconsin Synod -.. 


& 


United Evangelical Lutheran 
Grand Total 


Of the total number of 296 students who come from 


Church 


mont, 223 or 75% are Lutherans. 


Distribution of Student Body 
Baptist 

Catholic 
Christian 
Christian Science 
Christian Missionary Alliance 
Congregational 
Episcopal 
Evangelical Free Church ow 
Evangelical and Reformed 
Grace Gospel Fellowship — 


by Religious Denominations: 

Lutheran 
Mennonite 
Methodist 
Open Bible Standard 
Presbyterian 
Protestant 4 

Reformed 4 
United Brethren 
Seven Day Adventiet ..-. 
Net Enrollment 


— 
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Our Staff 


Midland College maintains its record of en a staff of pro- 


tessors and instructors who a 
but who are also —— 


— om — 


re not only well — academically, 
and loyal to the Lord and His Church. 
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Their good influence upon the formative personalities of their students 
is incalculable. 


Miss Edith P. Stickney, Ph.D., is the new Librarian. Miss Esther 
Schwerdtfeger, instructor in commercial subjects, has been appointed 
Acting Dean of Women. At her own request, Mrs. Norma Rubrecht 
was relieved of the responsibility of supervising Men’s Memorial Hall 
and was appointed chief Dietitian and Supervisor of the Commons. In 
her place, Miss Agnes Riensche assumed the responsibility of serving 
as Housemother of Men’s Memorial Hall. Miss Dorothea Mortensen, 
who was away last year on leave of absence in order to study for 
an advanced degree, is back this year as College Nurse and 
in the Chemistry Laboratory. 


Scholarships 


The Lutheran Brotherhood of America has established a scholar- 
ship in the amount of $300 to be awarded each spring to a Lutheran 
junior, in each of the Lutheran colleges, who on the basis of Christian 


leadership, scholarship, etc., is selected by a faculty committee for 
that honor. 


_ The John Milton Wagner Scholarship in the amount of $200 
is the name of the newest scholarship. It was created by Mr. Ker- 
mit Wagner of Schuyler, Nebr., in honor of his brother, 1st Lt. John 
M. Wagner who lost his life during the Normandy invasion. The 
award will be given each year to a Midland student on a basis similar 


— that of the preceding scholarship. We are deeply grateful for these 
onors. 


Midland needs more such scholarships. Each year the college 
must regretfully turn away a number of fine young people who would 
like to attend college but cannot pay all of their expenses. What an 
appalling waste of precious human resources! Midland should have 
at least 50 scholarships of $200 to $300 each to make it possible for 
worthy but needy young people to get their education in the college 
of their Church. This torn and bleeding world sorely needs the guid- 
ing and steadying influence of CHRISTIAN leadership. The cre# 
tion of an annual scholarship is a splendid way of memorializing & 
loved one and also of investing in fruitful lives. 


Operational Finances 


Summary of Income and Expense for Year 1979-50: 
TOTAL INCOME 


——— 
Endowment Investment 14,511.00 
Gifts and Grants ___ 1 77,156.82 
Sales and Services and Other Income 2 7138.02 
Auxiliary Enterprises N 136,497.51 

TOTAL EXPENSE S8 $371,566.38 
Educational and General _¢ 53,892.58 
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9,908.33 

Maintenance and Operatioa nn 30,240.7 

| Services Rendered —— 2,962.39 
Other Non- educational Expense 10.632. 11 

Net Operating .-.--$ 11,890.15 


Unfortunately Midland finds herself in a serious financial plight 
which is characteristic of most colleges today. Due to the steady de- 
cline in enrollment and the soaring cost of all commodities, involving 
salary increases for our staff (and most of our employees are stil] 
underpaid), it is becoming increasingly difficult to balance our budget. 
Even under the most austere economy the deficit last year was 
$11,890.15. In spite of drastic measures of economy, it appears that 
we shall have a sizeable operational loss again this year. This is un- 
avoidable. 


At a special meeting held on January 24 and 25 this year, the 
Board of Trustees carefully went over all of the many items of the 
budget for the schoo! year 1951-52. The Board scrutinized and pared 
wherever possible (even eliminating a number of staff members), 
but it could not and did not cut the budget to such an extent that 
our beloved college would sink to the level of a second rate school. 
It approved a minimum budget which, however, still involves a def- . 
icit of approximately $54,000. The Board felt it HAD to give our 
college the means to do its God-given work. The men did this earn- 
estly and prayerfully and ir the confidence that if the members of 
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the Synods understand the situation, they will come to the rescue 
of our college by greatly increasing their financial support. 


Ways in which Midland may be helped to balance its budget 
next year: 


(1) By good student enrollment. Let every pastor, alumnus, 
and friend of Christian education direct the attention of our young 
people toward the advantage of attending their own church college. 
More students, more income from tuition. 


(2) By renting an emergency fund of $10,000 from CHEY. 


| (3) By increasing the apportionment per communing member of 
. the Midwest Synod to $2.00. 


(4) By a reallocation of synodical funds to the extent of $500. 
Other Synods will be asked to respond in a similar manner. 


We deeply appreciate the fine interest shown by the Midwest 
Synod in Midland College and the increasing support given her in 
the past; however, we dare not permit our college to suffer irrepar- | 
able harm. The college furnishes the “life blood” for the Church. 
The college is instrumental in training the best leaders for the Church 
and for society. Midland belongs to the Church. It must look t 
the Church for its support. 
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The success of the Christian Higher Education Lear Appeal 
has been a great milestone in the God - inspired and God-blessed ach- 
jevements of the United Lutheran Church. It is literally a God-send for 
Midland, as it is for all of the Church’s colleges and seminaries. If all 
the Synods in our territory raise their full quotas, Midland should be 
enabled to liquidate its accumulated operational deficit, pay for the re- 
pairs on the Administration Building, rebuild its central heating plant, 
and erect the much-needed Library-Administration Building (ad- 
ministrative offices only). 


With war clouds lowering over us and the prospect of losing a 
large number of our male students because of the conflict, the years 
immediately ahead do not look promising. Will you please remember 
Midland, the Board of Trustees, the administration, the faculty, and 
the students in your fervent prayers? Will you do all you can, also, 
to direct young people toward our church college where they may 
secure a first class liberal arts and pre-professional education under 
the guidance of first rate Christian teachers and counsellors? And 
will you loyally rise to the financial support of our college NOW in 
its hour of great need? 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
We earnestly recommend to the Midwest Synod that: 


(1) Midland College be placed on the synodical apportionment 


— the next fiscal year in the amount of $1.75 per communing mem- 
r. 


(2) A reallocation of synodical funds be made this year in 
favor of the college in the amount of $500. 


(3) An emergency grant of $10,000 from CHEY funds be allow- 
ed for next year. 

(4) Individuals of means be urged to invest in young lives by 
creating a scholarstip fund for worthy but needy students, 

(5) Every pastor, alumnus, and friend of Christian education 
be requested to influence promising high school seniors to attend 
Midland College. 


(6) Synod set aside time for earnest and fervent prayer in 


behalf of our beloved college. 
| Respectfully submitted, 
Your Trustees 
Mr. Bernard 


Beeson, Business Manager and Treasurer of Midland 
—. presented the financial report of the College and discussed 


Pastor Richard Jobman 
port of Midland College. appealed for increased financial sup- 


The tell 
the — Soa on the first balloting for lay members on 


Walter Jobman having 


received the rity was de- 
elected as lay necessary majority 


member on the Executive 
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The motion to adjourn was carried. 
The evening session was closed with prayer by the Convention 


Chaplain, 

FOURTH SESSION 

ig Wednesday Morning, May 16, 1951 

7 The morning devotions were conducted by the Convention Chap- 

i The roll was called for clerical and lay delegates. Fifty-four pas- 


tors and 33 laymen responded. 


5 The committee on Reference and Council recommended that the 

if unfinished business of previous sessions, beginning with the re- 
ports of the Brotherhood, be ordered. The recommendation was 
seconded. 


4 It was moved to amend the recommendation by adding the words 
N “and that the. report of Midland College trustees be made a special 
* order, allowing 15 minutes for the same.” The amendment was 
u The amended recommendation was carried. 

The minutes of the previous session were read and approved as 
N The second ballot for electing lay-members to the Executive 
1 Board was ordered. 
The Report of the Trustees of Midland College was continued. 


(For report see pages 53-57) 


i Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
; Recommendation No. 2 by motion was referred to the Executive 
5 Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 
: Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 
5 Recommendation No. ö was adopted. 
1 Recommendation No. 6 was adopted, 


(The Convention Chaplain was asked to carry out this Recom- 
mendation at the close of this Session) 


The Report of the Representative to the Brotherhood, as well 
=— = of the President of the Brotherhood, was presented by Pastor 
. Wolff. 
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REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE TO THE BROTHERHOOD 


Your representative attended two executive committee meetings 
and the annual convention of the Synodica] Brotherhood. We were 
favorably impressed by the efficiency of the leadership of the 
Brotherhood. It is difficult to evaluate the work or effectivness of 
a local congregation, but we are happy to report that those congre- 
gations having organized Brotherhoods, found in the organization a 
real source of strength in the promotion of the work of Christ. 


We hope and pray that soon all the congregations in the Mid- 
west Synod will utilize its “man power” by organizing a B 
Respectfully submitted, 
WALLACE J. WOLFF 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF BROTHERHOOD 


The Brotherhood of the Midwest Synod sends its greetings to the 
62nd Convention of Synod. 


The Executive board has met twice since our last convention to 
take care of necessary Brotherhood business. At the 17th Biennial 
Convention of the Brotherhood of the United Lutheran Church of 
America, the following project was adopted, to actively support the 
churchwide program of year around Congregational] Evangelism, for 
the next biennium, “Bringing Back the Lapsed Member.” The ground 
work was laid for this program with the holding of the Synodical 
institute at Lincoln, February 22 and 23. Our prayers are for God's 
richest blessings upon this work in the Midwest Synod. 


At the 17th Convention the recommendation was also adopted, 
that the Brotherhood of the United Lutheran Church in America 
establish Honorary Life and in Memoriam Memberships. A Secre- 
tary to carry out this phase of work will be appointed soon. 


The 1950 Convention of the Midwest Synodical Brotherhood was 
held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Papillion, Nebraska, September 28 
and 29. Reverend George Housewright, of St. John’s Ridgely, brought 
the message for the Vesper service. For his text he chose Chapter II. 
verse 16, Book of Hebrews. He stressed the importance of the men 
of the church to be leaders rather than followers, and thus carrying 
out the Theme of our convention, “Educate Men for the Work of 


the Church”. The Reverend R. E. Morton, president of Dana College, 
delivered a very ins 


iri essage evenin Challenge to 
the Men of the Churen” in the g, “The 


The Conventi 


$300 on voted $200.00 for Student Welfare work and 


00 for Lutheran Welfare or Institute work. 


Three new Brotherhoods were i 

received into the Midwest Synodi- 
anaes, St. Peter's, Hildreth; St. Paul's, Leigh; St. Mark’s, 
of the Capel ade er Since the convention a Brotherhood 
sent writing there At the 


re Congregations organizing Brother- 
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The executive committeee can certainly see that there is an in- 
creased interest in Brotherhood work. At this time I appeal to 
the Pastors of the Midwest Synod who do not already have Brother- 
hoods. Why not meet with your laymen and discuss an organization, 
then call on the Promotional Secretary or your neighboring Brother- 
hood to meet with you and help organize. You will see that the men 
of the Church organized in one body can certainly accomplish great 
things. Let us Witness for Christ and win lost Souls for Him. 


God in His Infinite Wisdom has again blessed our Brotherhood 
in many ways in the past year and it is a pleasure for your president 
to report to you progress in every phase of Brotherhood work. 


i Respectfully submitted, 
Wm. H. SUHR, President 


* 


5 The tellers reported on the balloting for the lay-member on the 
A Executive Board. 


William Horst, having received the necessary majority, was de- 
clared elected lay- member on the Executive Board. 


The election of the treasurer of Synod was ordered. 


RECESS 
The Tellers reported on the first ballot for Treasurer. 


There was no election. 


The Report of the Evangelism Committee was continued, (See 
minutes of the Second Session, Pages 50-52. 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
The second ballot for the election of a Treasurer was ordered. 


The Report of our trustees on the Central Lutheran Theological 
Seminary Board was presented. 4 


REPORT OF MIDWEST SYNOD MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 
As your representatives on the Board of Directors, we are able 
5 to report a good year for Central Seminary. Progress seems to be 
made. We say “seems” because the net result cannot be evaluated 
until we enter eternity. For the final criterion of a Seminary’ con- 
tribution is the extent to which the institution has been used of God 
to win men and women for Christ through the Gospel. The aim of 
the institution must be infinitely higher than to graduate men who 
have acquired the minimum technical knowledge necessary to prac- 
tice in the ecclesiastical profession. The aim must be to send forth 
men who having been taken captive by Christ and are “captivated 
by Him will serve Him with a devotion and a passion which are, if 
not of the degree, at least of the kind seen in St. Paul. The Church 
needs men who “will very gladly spend and be spent” in order to win 
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souls for Christ, through Christ. The degree to which the Seminary 
is measuring up to this high calling only Eternity can fully reveal. 


In that which meets the human eye, much progress has been made. 
And, in passing, we want to express our opinion, that the separation 
of the Seminary from the College was a good thing. Two regular 
Board meetings, one special meeting, and almost monthly meetings 
of the Executive Committee, not to speak of the other Committee 
meetings, (Building and Grounds Committee especially these days), 
indicate that the Seminary could not well be operated as an adjunct 
of the college. Of necessity it was at times treated as a forgotten 
child. | 


The big news this year is the increase in the student body, 
thirty-one being enrolled at the opening of the year and thirty-three 
at the beginning of the second semester. This increase almost has the 
building bursting at the seams, One classroom had to be converted 
into a dormitory room and the living room has to double as a class 
room. The students themselves are crowed in their dormitory rooms. 
The chapel barely holds the student body. 


Financially the institution has been able to operate in the black. 
As this report ix being prepared, it is not known what amount the 
Executive Committee of Synod will put on the budget as our fair 
share toward support of the Seminary. Because of a rise in living 
costs, calling for increases in the salaries of professors and an in- 
crease in operating costs, the budget will be larger. This much is 
sure: Midwest Synod Christians must continue to move toward assum- 
ing their full share of the rosponsibility of ministerial training. The 
time is long past, and not any justification for it at all, when we ca 
take the attitude that we let the Church through the Board of Edues- 
tion bear our share of the cost of ministerial education. We ought 
be willing, for we certainly are able if we are not backsliding Chris- 
tans, to contribute as much per communing member for the 
of our much needed shepherds as do our sister synods. 


The Christian Higher Education Year Appeal has already been 
of great benefit to us. The roof of the main building needed extensive 
repair. CHEY funds made it possible. The roof of the Annex 
(Garage) which houses three student families, needs to be recov 
The State fire inspector has completely condemned the wiring in 
the main building. This building is being rewired at this time. Neu 
hot water heaters had to be installed. Some other changes demanded 
by the fire inspector had to be and are being made. Without CHE} 
all this would have been putting us wel! into the “red”. 


ins 2 Seminary now has an instructional staff of five professor, 
. essor Gerhard Gieschen having been added to the faculty in 
3 He comes to us from the Wartburg Synod. Before the 

3 congregations in the Nebraska Synod, Leigh, Wayne, 

femer in Omaha. His training, however, was received in 
conservative tradition of the Wisconsin Synod. Although he holds 
no advanced degree, he has retained a marked proficiency in the 
character 


ancient languages, his trainin : 
" g having been “gymnasial” in 
He hes loped scholarly interests against the background of * 
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Scriptural faith. Professor Frederick, who has passed the retirement 
age, is on a part-time, year to vear basis. 


A great loss was sustained by the rather sudden passing of our 
Custodian, Glenn Ferguson, who with his capable wife, came to the 
seminary from our Ridgely Congregation. His loss is all but ir- 
replaceable. We feel very fortunate that Mrs. Ferguson is willing 
to stay on as Housemother at a salary far below the value of her 
contribution to the institution. 


Big news at the Seminary also is the decision of the Board of 
Directors to prepare plans for a new class-room-administration, 
iibrary-chapel building. The pressing need for this is entirely ap- 
parent to anyone who makes but a cursory examination of the facil- 
ities. There is overcrowding in the student quarters. The library facil- 
ities are nil, not at conducive to the study that is the heritage 
of Martin Luther. The classrooms are inadequate not only numer- 

_jieally but also functionally. Students ought to be able to consult 
freely with the faculty, but only the President has an office and when 
his secretary is working, the President must seek some secluded spot 
elsewhere for the consultation. And certainly a chapel that will pro- 
vide an adequately worshipful setting for our future Pastors who 
must set the pace and the tone for the worship of their congregations, 
is not to be classed a luxury. 


The plans have been submitted for bids which are to be opened 
April 26. A Board meeting will then make the final decision, And, 
as usual, finances will be the determining factor in making the deci- 
sion, The potential proceeds from CHEY and the Niebaum contri- 
bution toward a library wil!, of course, constitute a major amount of 
the required finances. But more will be needed even if the Chapel 
is omitted at this time. The Board of Directors lays this cause to 
the hearts of all people. Midwest Lutherans whom God has blessed 
materially are asked to consider prayerfully whether it may be God's 
will for them to make an investment with their God-given posses- 
sions in this work that is so essential to the sustaining and the fur- 
thering of God's Kingdom on this territory and in our Synod, 


n 
Officers of the Board are: Chairman, H. Vance Baird; Vice- 
1 Chairman, William Eller; Secretary, Paul H. C. Moessner; Treasur- 
. er, H. W. Hendriksen: Rev. Lorin J. Wolff serves on the Executive 
Committee. 
4 Respectfully submitted, 
* LORIN J. WOLFF, member exofficio 
PAUL H. G. MOESSNER, member 
appointed by Synod 
„ 
te.) 


ADDENDUM TO 
REPORT ON CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Since the report printed in the Preconvention Bulletin was pre- 
pared, events have moved fast. At the April 26 meeting referred 
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to above, the bids were opened. Several were fairly close to the 
architécts estimates. On May 2, the Board of Directors met to make 
final decision. The bids had been submitted in alternative form, 
with or without the chapel. Funds within $15,000 for constructing 
the proposed building without the chapel seemed to be in sight. But 
it was obvious that it would mean a saving of around $20,000 
to build the complete structure now. The board should make this 
venture in faith, heartened by two gifts of $1,000 and an anonymous 
gift of $5,000, the Directors voted to proceed with the erection of 
the entire building with chapel provided we could borrow the nee- 


“) essary $75,000. The Wachob Bender Corporation of Omaha was 
willing without any apparent hesitation to float a bond issue to the 


amount of $75,000 for a period of 15 years. This would mean an 
indebtedness of about $1.00 for each communing member of 
Synods that support Central Seminary. . 


The bids accepted were $184,000 for the main contract, $11,000 


— plumbing and $7,000 for the electrical contract, a total of $202, 


The willingness of this reputable financial house to float the 

issue seemed to settle the matter for the directors. And with 
an almost unaninmous vote the Directors voted to borrow the neces- 
sary money and proceed immediately with the erection of the new 
structure. On Sunday May 6, at a simple but impressive ceremony, 
ground was broken and Central Seminary was launched on a new 
era of its history. Let us pray that this new era will be marked 


not only by material advance but true spiritual growth and useful- 
ness to God’s Kingdom. | 


The tellers reported on the 2nd ballot for Treasurer. 


Mr. Carl Grothen. Hastings, Nebraska, having received the nec- 
essary majority, was declared elected Treasurer of Synod. 


The Committee on Stewardship presented its report. 


REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


The Stewardshin Committee bent it’s efforts to Stimulate the 
Good Steward Practice throughout the Synod congregations. 


1. The com mittee met three times to formulate its plans and 
— them out in 1950. March 17th. July 6th and November 7th. The 
— ith meeting was in joint session with representatives of 
the Evangelism committee, the Brotherhood, and the Women’s Mis- 
Sionary for tontative 1951 Stewardship program. 


‘i — Twe Lay Retreats were held. for education and inspiration. 

and Septen 24 at Fremont with 30 Pastors and Laymen attending: 

ptember 19th, at Pilger with 28 Pastors and Laymen present. 

of the reatymen. of our enlarged Stewardship Committee attend- 

were available 2 tion under the auspices of the Committee, and 
le to our congregations for Convention report. 


4. Four members of the Stewardship committee attended the 
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Regional Stewardship conference of the ULCA Stewardship at 
Denver, Colorado. 

5. Through the office of President Wolff, the committee has 

kept the urgency of Stewardship before the Pastors and Congrega. 

tions in 1950. Stewardship Films have always been available, Pastors 

74 and laymen were assigned to the congregations to present steward- 

1 ship. Many of our Churches did not take advantage of the oppor- 

ri tunity in 1950. 

8 6. 34 of our Pastors failed to use the Stewardship materials and 

Every Member Visitation materials, prepared and offered by the 

ULC Stewardship office. 

* 7. Total expense of the Committee's activities in 1950 was 
$567.80. Balance of $185.74 (March 8, 1951) | 
kecommendations: 

1. That the Apportionment goals be based on the latest available 
statistics. 1952 goals to be based on the 1950 Parochial report 
(printed in the 1951 Synodical Minutes) 

2. That Synod reconsider the convention recommendation of 1948 
listed on page 88 of the minutes, recommendation No, 2. 

3. And that if favorable action is taken, the recommendation be 
re-referred to the Stewardship Committee of Synod. 

4. That the following apnortionment goals for 1952 be adopted. 
Based on the communing membership of the congregations in 
1950, ae recorded in the 1951 minutes, and on the basis of $10.00 
per communing member. 

. $ 1,850.00 
Bloomfield, St. Marks 4,300.00 
720.00 
3,950.00 
2,120.00 
1,240.00 
— 470,00 
2,350.00 
Falls City, St. Peter 1,120.00 
— 890.00 
. 2,400.00 
2,810.00 
Hastings, First St. Paul! . 6,200.00 
Hastings, South St. Pau! __...--.-..---.-.-- 1,020.00 
Hastings, Immanuel — 820.00 
3,120.00 
4). 


Hoisington, Kanaas — 


1,160.00 

1,200.00 
2,970.00 
— 1,790.00 
1,150.00 
4 — 1,250.00 
Lincoln, Frieden s — 5,430.00 
760.00 
1,100.00 
640.00 
Lipscomb, Tease 920.00 
610.00 
Madison 670.00 
560.00 
2,160.00 
860.00 
Ohiowa (Town) — 1,550.00 
Oklahoma City, . 3,800.00 
1,350.00 
* — 3,000.00 
Pender, St. Marks ----- 4,800.00 
1,940.00 
1,420.00 
1,350.00 
Pleasant Valley 400.00 
Russell, St. John’s 44. 5,740.00 
990.00 
1,140.00 
1,560.00 
Scribner, Ridgel ey — 1,440.00 
440.00 
860.00 
Stillwater, Okla. 940.00 
1,050.00 
350.00 

zen, Oe. Deets: — 1,440.00 

Wakeeney ___ 1,090.00 

1670.00 

3,540.00 
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G RY CONGREGATIONS IN 1950 MIDWEST SYNOD 


APPORTIONMENT Am’t. Pd. 
Am't. Pd. Gothenbu 1343.90 100%“ 
00 160%* Hastings Im. — 71400 100% 
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3687.00 


Ok. City 1477“ Lincoln Un. 476.00 100% 
Darrousz ett 704.00 129% “% Russell 1. 5730.00 100%“ 
Pl. Center 783.00 123% Westbo ro 2330.00 100% 
Niobr ara 479.00 114% Lanhham 1256.00 100% 
11] ] 1569.55 109% “ Papillion 1892.00 97%* 
Fonta nelle 1504.00 108% “ Northboro 798.00 965% 
Hooper, 72. 1793.00 108% Hooper, K 2301.00 9475 
Sterling 781.00 108% Hildretngn 1902.00 93% 
1090.00 107% “% wiener 1149.00 87%* 
Columbus, I. 2930.00 104%* Stillwater 558.00 8245 
Winsidvde 1612.98 104% Cres ton 1123.00 81%* 
Columbus, R. 1834.79 102%* Lodgepole 277.00 81% 
Lincoln, 845.81 102% Glenvil — 661.00 777% 
V 1100.00 101%“ Piereee 799.00 74% 
Louisville 890.00 101%“ Pilger 752.00 74%* 
Bloomfield __.. 3723.00 100 Wakeen 1065.54 72% 
> 1700.00 100%* Lindy 398.38 71% 
Ridgley 803.00 70% Madison 135.00 23% 
Hastings Ist — 3105.00 66%* Home 177.00 22% 
Seribner  ...... 652.00 60% Hanover 427.00 22% 
Dr 173.94 56% Diller Kk 77.50 19% 
Bennington 1354.00 55% Sutton 170.00 18% 
Falls City — .___ 475.00 52% Hastings So. 100.00 13% 
Pl. Valle 175.00 51% Emerson 311.00 11% 
Johnson $ 524.48 43% Russel KR 79.16 9%* 
Lincoln, Fr. . 2250.00 42% Ohiowa T. 109.00 8% 
Pender T. 1531.53 42% Ohiowa R 45.00 7% 
508.00 41% Chappell -...... 0% 
Grand Island 1121.00 40% * Indicates congregation met goal 
Schuyler __.._.__ 345.00 40% last year. 

Syracuse 118.00 39% Last year 31 congregations met 
Holsington 3870.00 37% or exceeded their goal. This year 
Cette a... 673.00 35% 24 met or exceeded their goal. 

a Geo 104.00 34% Ot the 24 who met or exceeded 
Pender KR 463.00 33% their goal 14 of these are over on 
1 See 200.00 31% CHEY. 20 have assured their goal 
76 cae 235.00 300% on CHEY. And 22 are over on 
Blue Hin 375.00 29% LWA. 

vans 125.00 28% Ot the 12, under 25% in Appor- 
1 2p. a 742.00 27% tionment, 6 are also below 25% on 
Leigh _ _ 3295.00 28% CHEY. 3 are also below 25% on 
725.56 250 LWA. 

Otoe — 270.00 24% 


In 1950 congregations actually contributed $13,757 more in Ap- 
portioned benevolences than in 1949. However 18 congregations gave 
less in apportionment in 1950 than they did in 1949. Of these 18 only 
2 reached their goal in CHEY, and these two did meet their goal in 
Apportionment this year, although they gave less than in 1949. 


GIVING FOR L. W. A. 1950 


_.--$ 284.68 299% Lincoln ------- 166.00 103% 
Lincoln Uu. 239.00 228% Ohiowa T. ------ 244.00 103% 
ae, 120.00 175% Okla. City -~.----- 629.00 103% 
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Silver Cliff -.... 100.00 166% Sterling — 144.00 102% 
Diller Town 478.00 145% Columbus 7. 667.00 101% 
Hooper Zion 479.00 139% Falls —— — 170.00 101% 
Wakeeney --.... 388.91 139% Grand Island --.. 890.00 101% 
Gothenburg 351.00 127% Louisville 217.00 101% 
Linn 200.00 121% Niobra ra 125.00 101% 
Serib ne 230.00 121% Otoe — 280.00 101% 
Ellis 490.00 117% Pender T7 823.34 101% 
Bloom fiele 1270.00 115% Piereree 235.00 101% 
276.00 111% Westboro 476.00 101% 
Lipscomb 172.00 111% Fontanelle 304.00 100% 
EE 370.00 108% Glenvil — 218.00 100% 
. 1410.00 108% Hastings, Im. 126.00 100% 
Syracuse 84.00 108% Lodgepole 87.00 100% 
Hooper, 513.00 107% Norfo kk 2300.00 100% 
Columbus R _... 384.00 103% Northboro 172.00 100% 
Holsingtonn 270.00 103% Papillion 476.00 100% 
Perry 174.00 100% Ohiowa KR 64.00 54% 
Pilger 252.00 100% Madison 71.00 51% 
Pl. Valle 75.00 100% Bennington 320.00 50% 
Schuyler’ 168.00 100% (10 between 50 and 75%) 
Ridgely 258.00 100% Lindy 56.00 46% 
Stillwater 132.00 100% Wis ne 213.00 38% 
. 355.00 100% Home 59.00 28% 
Yutan — 668.00 100% Gretna 121.50 27% 
(48 Congre. 100% or over.) (4 between 25 and 50%) 
Bue Hill _ 198.00 97% Diller 15.00 19% 
556.00 96% Lincoln Fr. 
190.85 86% Chappel 0. 
. 57.70 85% — 14 0.00 0% 
Platte Center 148.00 84% (4 between 0 and 25%) 
merson = - 504.00 83% In 1949 54 Congregations met 
ist. — 759.00 79%at least 100% on L. W. A. 
—— 189.00 76% 48 Con ations reach 100% or 
8 Congre. between 75 % and 100% over. 
—— 3 198.00 74% This year we reached 117% of 
aimed 1 148.00 74% Goal for our Synod. Last year 
Wave 3 114.00 66%it was 114% 
aon — 416.94 63% Total Goal for 1950 was $18, 
208.00 606962. 
— — 229.00 54% Total raised including personal 


158.11 54%gifts was $21,955.17. 


CASH GIVING FOR c. HR. v. IN 1950 


These figures diff 
Cash ONLY sent to TRE 


pledges, nor does it includ 


from others previously released. This is 
ASURER of Synod. 


It does not include 


sent to Synodical Taru. by the congregations, but NOT 


—— $1311.00 220% Lincoln 2. 665.00 99% 
— ne 1270.00 154% Ohiowa T7. 1025.00 99% 
1604.54 153% Pieree 865.85 99% 
~-~------ 1862.00 152% Pilger _ _ 997.81 99% 
——— 1511.50 141% Scribner __....__ 783.00 98% 
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Lodgepole 391.50 133% Stant nn 250.00 97% 
Fontanelle - ...... 1486.00 130% Yutan — 1720.65 95% 
; Diller T. 1750.00 128% Hanover * 1705.25. 91% 
4 Columbus R. 1581.00 122% Norfolk 837.50 767 
| Hooper R.. 2482.00 121%Johnson 928.50 75% 
§ Ellis —— 1819.50 113% (10 75% to 100%) 
Darrousett 486.00 111% Glenvil 500.00 74% 
Bloomfield -— ~~... 3090.50 108% Wayne 1873.00 74% 
T Platte Center 644.00 106% Schuyler 506.70 72% 
Russell Town —_... 4960.00 106% Columbus TJ. 1784.00 71% 
Lincoln Un 382.00 105% Perry 341.00 71% 
Winside 1400.00 104% Gr. Island 1700.00 67% | 
Wisner 981.00 104%Chappell - 162.00 64% 
Ridgeley 959.00 101% Home 521.00 64% 
Diller R. 316.00 100% Stillwater 364.00 64% 
Lipscomb 616.00 100% Sl. Cliff 163.00 63% 
(20 - 100% or over) . , 
N Lindy 299.55 61% Otoe — 213.00 23% 
Westboro 1125.00 57% Syracuse 59.00 23% 
N Linn 378.00 54% Madison 39.00 9% 
Hastings Im. 312.00 53% Hastings So. _... 50.00 9% 
Pender R. 685.00 51% Papillion 156.00 8% 
594.50 50% Pender T7. 173.00 3% 
(17 between 50% & 75% Emerson 0.00 0% 
180.00 49% Gretna 0.00 0% 
Hooper 1. 702.00 48% Hildreth 0.00 0% 
Bennington 781.00 45% Leigh 0.00 0% 
Hastings Ist. 1742.00 43% Niobrara ....... 000 0% 
Pl. Valley ...... 144.00 41% Northboro -..... 0.00 0% 
Hoisington -.... 325.00 40% Russell 000 0% 
Falls City -..... 220.00 29% Sutton — 000 0% 
Okla. City 568.00 28% Wakeeney » 000 0% 
Lincoln Fr. 1030.00 27% PLEASE NOTE, this is report 
Blue Hill 320.00 25%only of CASH sent to Synodical 
Ohiowa R 123.00 25%Treasurer. 


(11 between 25% & 50%) 


The motion was made to amend recommendation No. 1 by in- 
serting the words “of Synod” after the word “goals” and striking 
all words beginning with “1952”. The amendment was carried. 


The amended recommendation carried. 


The motion prevailed to table Recommendations No. 2 and No. 3. 


Recommendation No. 4 by motion was deferred until after the 
adoption of the Budget. (See page 79). 


The Report of the Merger Committee was presented. 
REPORT OF THE MERGER COMMITTEE 


Two t meetings of the committees appointed by the Kansas, 
„ Midwest Synods to inquire into the feasibility and 
desirability of a merger of these three synods were held during 1950. 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, the President of the Church, served as 
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convenor of the joint committee by appointment of the Executive 
Board of the United Lutheran Church in America. He was chosen 
as Chairman of the joint committee and the Rev. R. L. Jobman, as 
its Secretary. The Midwest Synod had initiated this inquiry by 
indicating its “present inclination to consider seriously a future 
merger with the Nebraska and Kansas Synods” and “by inviting the 
Executive Board of the Church to begin an inquiry as to the frasi- 
bility and advisability of such a merger”. 


The first meeting of the committee was held at Omaha, May 31 
and June 1, 1950. The discussions and actions of this first meeting 
centered around three questions: (1) Is some merger of Synods in 
this area desirable? (2) If so, how extensive should such a merger 
be geographically? and, (3) If a merger is possible, what further 
steps should be taken? 


The first question discussed was: “Is some merger of Synods 
in this area desirable?” Advantages were pointed out as follows: 


(1) Doing away with the overlapping of territory and some dupli- 
cation of effort, (2) Lutheran unity should start within the U.L.C.A, 


(3) Possible savings in administration costs or increase of efficiency, 


(4) Elimination of “competition” between Synods, (5) The creation 
of better feeling, (6) Better use of resources, especially in home 
missions, (7) More unified action in the support of educational and 
merciful institutions, (8) Increase of strength through unity, and (9) 
Some relief for the present shortage of pastors. 


Dr. Fry expressed the idea that the merger of the three Synods 
would reflect the existing spirit on their territory more truly than 
this continued separate existence as overlapping Synods. 


After weighing all considerations, the committee voted that “it 


is the sense of this committee that some merger of Synods in this 
area is desirable”. 


The first meeting then addressed itself to the next question, which 
was: “How extensive should such a merger be geographically ™ 


Several difficulties in the way of a three-synod merger were 
pointed out. Most of them arose from the extensive geographi 
area which the new Synod would cover. The representatives of 
the Kansas Synod in particular emphasized the fact that the strength 
of such a merger Synod would be in Nebraska. Consequently the 
center of Synodical activity would be 150 miles farther away from 
the Kansas Synod congregations than at present. Expense 
transportation, the problems that a united Synod would encounter 
in Serving such a large area adequately, particularly in home mission 
work, and the difficulty of arousing loyalty for so large a body, were 
— Contrasting views of church life in the three existing 
Nase were also referred to. The Midwest Synod represents- 
3 observed in reply that their own Synod already covers almost 

entire territory which a merged Synod would occupy. 


The Kansas Synod del i 
egation declared in this discussion that it 
was inclined to favor a division of the dative territory along the 
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Kansas- Nebraska line. The Chairman pointed out that, in the event 
of a merger of the Nebraska and Midwest Synods alone, the congre- 
gations of the Midwest Synod south of the Kansas-Nebraska border 
would become members of the merged Synod unless they individually 
chose to change their affiliation. The joint commission thereupon 
resolved “that it is the sense of this meeting that we should explore 
the possibility of a three-way merger including the entire territory 
of all three Synods”. 


The third major question considered was: “Is a merger of the 
three Synods possible at this time?” By common consent the com- 
mittee decided to list all possible obstacles which might stand in the 
way of a synodical merger. The following questions were mentioned 
a‘ possibly constituting such obstacles: 


(1) Membership of pastors in secret societies. 

(2) Open Communion. 

(3) Pastors officiating at marriages of divorced persons. 

(4) Indiscriminate pulpit fellowship. 

(5) Use of wine at synodical communions. 

(6) Procedure for entrance of pastors into Synod. 

(7) Right of women to be synodical delegates to the U,L.C.A. 
Conventions. 3 

(8) Requirements for ministerial student aid. 


(9) Extent of instruction for reception of adult members who are 
non-Lutheran. 


Each of these issues was discussed in turn with the utmost 
candor. The joint committee discovered that only the first mentioned, 
namely the membership of pastor in secret societies, was likely 
to prove a hindrance to Synodical union. The joint committee, there- 
fore, requested the Midwest Synod to consider and advise the com- 
mittee further whether that Synod would insist on the inclusion in 
the constitution of a merged Synod of a prohibition of this practice. 
The committee further asked the representatives of the Kansas Synod 
to use the interval before the next meeting in order to investigate 
the probable willingness of the Kansas Synod to join in a three-wa 
merger. 


Replies to these two queries were fully presented and discussed 
at the second meeting of the Intersynodical Merger Committee on 
September 8, 1950. The Midwest Synod delegation reported that a 
special session of their Synod had been held on September 6, 1950, to 
consider the question relating to the membership of pastors in secret 
societies. The following actions were taken at that session: 


(1) That the Midwest Synod express itself in favor of retaining 
in the constitution of a merged Synod the clause (or a simi- 
lar clause) which has been in the constitution of the Midwest 
Synod since its beginning, which does not permit pastors to 
be members of secret societies. F 


(2) To ask the merger committee to find out if the other Synods 
would be willing to include the position of the United Lutheran 
Church in America in regard to secret societies as presented 
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in the Pittsburgh Agreement, the Washington Declaration, 
and its constitution, in a proposed constitution for the merged 
Synod, with the addition and provision that discipline be 
exercised. 


(3) Synod reaffirmed its sincere desire for continued efforts to 
bring about an eventua! merger between the three Synods. 

(4) Action was taken to suggest a meeting where the three Synods 
might meet together in at least one session to deliberate 
jointly about the lodge question. 


In reply the Chairman and various members of the joint com- 
mittee pointed out that it would be of doubtful value to include the 
statements of the Washington Declaration and the Pittsburgh Agree- 
ment in the constitution of the proposed Synod, (1) because of their 
length, and (2) because the above statements do not clearly define 
which societies are injurious to the Christian faith. It was generally 
agreed that a joint meeting of the three Synods to discuss the lodge 
question would not be a desirable procedure at this time. 


The Kansas Synod representatives reported that a questionnaire 
which had been sent to all pastors and church councils of that Synod 
revealed a preponderance of sentiment in favor of a two-synod align- 
ment, separated by the Kansas-Nebraska state line. 


After further questioning, the Kansas Synod representatives 
presented the following statement: 


“In view of the poll of opinion on merger in the Kansas Synod, 
the Kansas delegation believes a majority of pastors and church 


councils of its Synod are net in favor of a three-synod merger 
at this time. 


“The Kansas delegation does not wish this expression of opinion 


to interfere with any merger effort between the Nebraska and 
Midwest Synods. 


“If Nebraska and Midwest Synods agree on a Synodical Con- 
stitution, the Kansas delegation will be glad at that time to 
present it to the Kansas Synod for consideration“. 


In reply to a direct question from representatives of the Midwest 
Synod, the delegation from the Nebraska Synod stated its conviction 
that the Nebraska Synod would not favor a merger containing the 
precondition which the Midwest Synod had attached regarding the 
membership of ministers in secret societies, 


A motion was carried “that in view of the replies of the Midwest 
and the Kansas Synods to the foregoing specific questions, and since 
the Nebraska Synod representatives expressed the judgement that 
the proposed merger of Synods would mot be feasible at this time, it 


is the judgement of this joint committee that merger of the three 
Synods is not feasible at this time”. pia 


It was further voted “that ; 
participating Synods to this joint committee invite the three 


rest ; ues- 
tions relating to the udy at their 1951 Conventions all 4 


tions 
which have led to the satel 5 — including 80 two ques 
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It was decided “that, if in the judgement of the Chairman of this 
committee and the presidents of the three participating Synods, new 
actions on this subject by any of the three Synods at their 1951 con- 
ventions make a further meeting of this committee desirable, the 
Chairman is instructed to call such a meeting”. 


Appreciation was expressed at both meetings to the Executive 
Board of the United Lutheran Church in America for making avail- 
able the services of the President of the Church, Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, for these committee meetings. His leadership was appreciated. 
Also appreciated was the Christian spirit in which the members of the 
joint committee examined into the various problems. 


We recommend that a merger committee, appointed by the 
Executive Board, continue negotiations with similar committees of 
the Kansas, and Nebraska Synods, to explore the feasibility of a 
merger with the hope of finding a solution to the obstacles men- 
tioned in the above report. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Your Merger Committee, 
The Executive Board of Synod 
(Compiled by Pastor R. L. Jobman, 
Secretary of the Joint Committee) 


The Recommendation of the Merger Committee was adopted. 
The Report of the Committee on the Ministry was presented. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


During the year, your committee met on five different occasions. 
We interviewed each of the students going to Midland College and 
Central Seminary. We held colloquium for the following Pastors who 
were recommended for entranve into Synod to the President; 


ROBERT GREFE 
M. W. PETERSON 
FRED HENKEL 


We also examined Pastor Irwin Heckman, but due to the fact 
that he was a Lodge Member and recognized no inconsistancy bo- 
tween the Masonic Lodge and the Christian Church, the Committee 
could not recommend him for entrance into Synod. 


Extensive information was gathered about the supply and de- 
mand for future students and full time workers in the Church. A 
program for full time Service was planned and Dr. Lentz was asked 
to prepare an extensive plan of this kind for our Synod. No action 
was taken in regard to it, however your committee wishes to urge all 
Luther Leagues to send suitable persons to the Seminary Life Ser- 
vice Retreat at Central Seminary, and that Luther League Rallies and 
Conventions have a speaker present this matter of full time Service 
during the meetings. 


The following are the students we now have on role, together 
with the amount of aid they received during the last year: 
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Seminary Students Year of Grad. 


Burnell Hartmann 1962 ----- 
1952 
—ę— 
Harlan Brei 1953 

College Students 

Sterling Hoshour 
Edward Amend „ 
— 1952 

Harlan Heier i 1952 

Paul Moeller — 1952 
1953 

Stanley Rogge — 1953 
1954 

Dean Sudman 1954 

John Bloch 1954 


(Alex Wacker special Aid from Frieden’s Church 


This Committee recommends that it be _— on the budget to 


Sincerely submitted by 
A. J. DUIS, Secretary 


——— REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


Balance on Hand March 16, 1950 582.80 
Received from Synod __ _ 2,987.00. 
Specials 210.00 
Refund on note 52.00 

Total Income _$ 3,831.80 

EXPENDITURES: 

Student Aid $ 2,925.00 
Committee Expense 17640 
Total Expense __$ 3,101.45 
Balance March 7, 1951 __ $ 730.35 

A. J. DUIS, Treasurer 
mittee, ““ommendation by motion was referred to the Budget Com- 


Th 
Cor on the ay, made and seconded that Synod instruct the 


Ministry not to allow financial help to any stu- 
—l4— 
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200.00 
200.00 
150.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
| 140.00 
300.00 
225.00 
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dent during the freshman year in college, and increase amounts al- 
lowable during the Junior and Senior years. 


It was moved to refer this matter to the Committee on the Min- 
istry with the request that they report at this convention. Seconded 
and carried. (See page 96) 


The Report of the Home Mission Board was presented. 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HOME MISSION BOARD. 


The Board met four times during the synodical year: June 26 at 
the Y.W.C.A., Lincoln, Nebraska; September 14 at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Hooper, Nebraska, during Midwest Women’s Missionary 
Society Convention; November 8 and February 26 at the Y.W.C.A., 
Lincoln, Nebraska. The meeting November 8 was held jointly with 
the Executive Board of Synod. Rev. Karl S. Henry, Secretary of 
Survey and Research of the Board of American Missions, was present. 


OUR MISSION CONGREGATIONS 


Immanuel, Lodgepole and Grace, Chappell, both served by 
Pastor Norman Schroeder, have reported some growth, and re- 
port continued earnest efforts put forth by the pastor and both 
congregations. Adult instruction classes, Luther League and 
Brotherhood organizations mark new life and increased activities 
in this parish. During the year the Board increased the salary 
aid by $200.00, and allowed 8150.00 additional for traveling ex- 
penses. 


Good Shepherd, Lindy and Niobrara Lutheran, Niobrara both 
served by Pastor Frich Petersen, had the misfortune of having 
their pastor ill for a number of months. We are grateful that 
Pastor Petersen is gradually able to resume his work. During 
his illness, students from Centra! Seminary regularly supplied 
these congregations. Niobrara is working toward the building of 
a basement. The Sunday School especially needs additional room. 
During the year the Board increased traveling expenses for this 
parish by $150.00. 


United Lutheran, Lincoln, served by Pastor E. C. Hansen, 
continues to give proof of the help which relocating and construc- 
tion of a new building has given to the life and growth of this 
congregation. The Board has increased the house rent allowance 
by $150.00 


While the Stillwater-Perry Parish in Oklahoma is no longer re- 
ceiving aid, we are interested in reporting that Pastor E. J. Amend 
informs us of his working toward the worthy goal of separating 
Stillwater and Perry as a parish, and each congregation having its 
own pastor, 


A survey of Peru, Nebraska was made October 25 of last year 
by Pastors Lorin J. Wolff, Frederick Nolte, Jr., Carl Goede, and Hugo 
H. F. Welchert. After the survey it was concluded that your synod- 
ical board should release Peru as not being a field at the present 
time. 


* 
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At the last meeting of the Home Mission Board we were happy 
to welcome Pastor Fred Henkel. Pastor Henkel has been called by 
the Board of American Missions as Field Developer in this area. 
He is now in our new field at Great Bend, Kansas working toward 
the organizing of a new congregation. 


Let us carry the work of all of our missions to the Lord in 
prayer. Let us especially think of the new work at Great Bend as 
we pray for the building of Christ’s Church among men. 


The Board voted to support the work at Great Bend with $400.00. 


At the last Synodical Women’s Missionary Society Convention 
your board presented its work to the women in convention. Pastors 
Petersen and Hansen spoke about their parishes. We have been in- 
vited to again be on the Society’s Convention program this year. 


We are grateful to this synodical auxiliary for the great interest 
and contributions given for Synodical Home Missions. Last year the 
women’s Missionary societies and ladies aids of Synod contributed 


for this work $275.00. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Your Board 
HUGO H. F. WELCHERT, Secretary 


SYNODICAL HOME MISSIONS 
Financial Report 


1950 


SYNODICAL CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


BALANCE ON HAND, January 16, 1950 $ 505.00 
RECEIPTS, none 


DISBURSEMENTS, none 


BALANCE ON HAND, January 10, 1951 8505.00 
GENERAL FUND 


BALANCE ON HAND, January j $ 936.00 
RECEIPTS: 
February 14, Synodical Treasurer $ 567.00 
September 15, Synodical Treasurer 
Oct. 2, Synodical Treasurer 4 500.00 

I und from Pastor E. Peterson 11.10 
Dec. 12, Synodical Treasurer es 


TOTAL $000.1 
ECEIPTS PLU 0) Nn 
DISBURSEMENTS. — BALANCE ON HAND 8 4034.10 


Niobrara - Lindy Pari 300.00 

urvey at Great Bend, Kansas 2 

Rev. L. Wolff (Expenses to Great Bend. am 


— 
i 


Rev. F. Bloch (Expenses to Stillwater, 

7.00 

Committee Expenses 87.55 

* Pulpit Supply - Niobrara - Lindy Parish _ 96.35 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $ 2056.33 

. BALANCE ON HAND, January 10, 1951 $1977.77 
TOTAL BALANCE IN BANK, January 10, 1981 2482.77 


(Columbus Bank) 
Respectfully submitted, 
C. R. GOLDENSTEIN, Treasurer 


Pastor Fred Henkel, mission developer at Great Bend, Kansas, 
was introduced to discuss the work at Great Bend. 


The motion prevailed to extend the time for business 5 minutes, 


The Committee on Protocol and Secretary’s Report made its pre- 
sentation, 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
PROTOCOL AND SECRETARY'S REPORT 


Your committee on Protocol and Secretary’s Report has examined 
the proceedings of the Sixty-first Convention of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, held in St. John’s Lutheran Church of Russell, Kansas on 
May 8-11, 1950, and have found that they were accurate, and were 
in harmony with the original manuscript. 


There were no major corrections submitted to us by any Pastor. 


We commend the work of the past secretary and the secretary 
incumbent and recommend that Synod recognize their work with a 
rising vote of thanks. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. R. GOLDENSTEIN, Chairman 
P. O. ANDERSON 
G. VAN BOENING 
AUGUST RUNGE 
HENRY LUCH SINGER Et | 


The recommendation was adopted. 
The Committee on Reference and Council moved that the Pen- 
sion Secretary be heard immediately after the election of the Secre- 
tary. Seconded and carried. 

The election of the Secretary was ordered. 

The Repert of the Pension Secretary was presented. 
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REPORT OF PENSION SECRETARY 


NON-CONTRIBUTORY PENSION PLAN 


As of March 1, 1951, there were in the U. L. C. A. 1222 bene- 


ficiaries under the Non-contributory Pension Plan for Midwest Synod 
as follows: 


Retired | Ministers 
Disabled Ministers 2 
Widows 
4 


CONTRIBUTORY PENSION PLAN 


As of March 15th, the U.L.C.A. have issued 2707 Certificates of 
Membership under the Contributory Pension Plan. The U.L.C.A. 
hove the following pensioners under the Contributory Plan. 


Disabled Ministers 
40 
Children D 3 


FAMILY PROTECTION PLAN 


As of March 31, 1951 there were 1408 Certificates of Member-’ 
ship issued under the Family Protection Plan. 


The Midwest Synod has 24. 


Where as pastors are hesitant to ask for participation in the 
Family Protection Plan, therefore be it recommended that laymen 


and delegates bring the Family Protection Plan before the respective 
councils and congregations. 


Respectfully submitted : 
GRANT VAN BOENING, Secretary 


The recommendation was adopted. 
The tellers reported on the balloting for the Secretary. 


rity, 


The session was closed b r 
g y the Convention Chaplain with prayer, 
special petitions being offered for Midland College. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Wednesday Afternoon - 1:30 


The Sessi 
Convention Chaplain. opened with hymn, scripture and prayer by the 


Minutes of the preceding session were read and approved as read. 
The Committee on Reference 
and Council made recommendations 
regarding the order of Business. They were approved. 
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4 
4 
Werner P. Welchert, 4 
was declared elected Secretary of Synod. 
| | 


The report of the Amer can Bible Society was presented. 


1 The report of the Committee on Executive Board’s Report was 
a presented. 


COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE BOARD'S REPORT 
Your Committee examined the report of the Executive Board 
and recommends the following additions and corrections. 


We note with approval item 12 that upon init ative of the Ex- 
ecutive Board that President Wolff sent a letter to President Truman 
protesting the appointment of an ambassador to the Vatican. 


We note with approval the introduct ons of the system of send- 
ing quarterly statements by the Synodical Treasurer. 


1. We recommend that the practice of itemized annual reports 
showing the detailed Benevolent contributions of the congregations 
be resumed. One copy be sent to the Pastor and one to the Con- 


gregational Treasurer. 


2. Item 22. (We note that there is no report of social mis- 
sions concerning item 22.) We recommend that wide use be made of 
the Secretary of Social Missions in familiarizing the congregation 
w.th the School on Marrige and Family Life. 


3. We recommend the adoption of Recommendation No. 1. 


4. Under recommendation No. 2 we move that the subscription 
price of the Synodical Paper remain the same and that the addition- 
al amount requested, be secured by a proportionate increase of the 
apportionment. 


5. We recommend the adoption of the budget. (See page 37) 
We recommend striking recommendation No. 3. 

We recommend adoption of recommendation No, 4. 

We recommend adoption of recommendation No. 5. 


We recommend that Student Roy Wingate be given a hear- 
ing in connection with the report on New Congregations concern- 
ing the matter of the congregation at Ames, N . 


10. We recommend that Synod record its approval of the work 
ef Executive Board with a rising vote of thanks. 


Your Committee, 

F. NOLTE, SR. 

R. SYRE 

WILLIAM GOEDE 
ERICH PETERSEN 
CARL SCHROEDER 
LOYD LEWALLEN 
WALTER GROTHEN 


| —T9— 


6 w 


| 
‘a 
‘ 
4 
{ 
| 
* 
* 
f 
F 
wl 


Recommendat'on No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted 
Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 5 was moved and seconded. 


The President relinquished the chair to the Vice President for 
discussion on the budget. 


The motion prevailed to extend the time 5 minutes. 


The motion was made to amend Recommendation No. 5 for the 
Presidents Salary to read $4,500 in the 1952 Budget. 


The amendment was lost. 
Recommendation No. 5 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 6 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 7 was adopted 
Recommendation No. 8 was presented. 


It was moved to extend the time for 5 minutes, The motion was 
seconded and carried. 


It was moved to amend No. 5 in the Executive Board’s Report 
by add ng “and that this committee be also empowered to search the 
minutes for unobeyed resolutions and unfinished business.” 


The amendment was carried. 

The amended recommendation was carried. 
Recommendation No. 9 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 10 was adopted. 


Pastor and Mrs. Jensen, and Pastor Goldbeck, Institutional 


Chapla‘n at Hastings and ife w ident Wolff 
* Synod his wife were welcomed by Presi 


The Report of the Delegate to the U. L. C. A. Convention was 
presented by Pastor T. Althof. 


REPORT ON THE SEVENTEENTH BIENNIEL CONVENTION 
OF THE U. L. C. A. 


Des Moines, lowa, October 4-12, 1950 


Pastors: Lorin J. 
Fred H. Bloch grin, Wolff, Werner P. Welchert, Theodore Althof, 


Syre, A. B. J. Lentz, and the Messrs: Oliver 
came “ime Friedeman, Carl Dumler, August Brei, Carl Grothen, 
ing 4 1950 Convention of the Synod and Emil Sudman, act- 
3 te for Elmer Sasse, attended the sessions and were 
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all present at all meetings. | bel-eve that I speak for all your del- 
egates in saying that we are grateful to the Synod for allowing us 
the opportunity to attend the convention. 


The high points of the convention are fairly throughly men- 
tioned on pages 4 and 5 of the 1951 year book. Outstanding ex- 
per ences for us all were: 


1, The magnificent scale of the entire convention, its thoro- 
going preparation and the masterful chairmanship of Dr. Fry. The 
morning devotions by Chaplain Roth of Northwest Seminary were 
beautiful, inspiring, sincere. 


2. The approval of the recommendation that the U. L. C. A. 
become a charter member of the N. C. C. U. S. A. 


3. The adoption of the proposals of the joint committee on 
Lturgy and the Hymnal. 
4. The thrilling announcement that the CHEY appeal had been 


over-subscribed together with the assent of the convention that those 
congregations that had not dune their part should be reapproached. 


5. The election of our president, Lorin Wolff to the Board of 
For gn Missions of the church. 


6. The emphasis on the cultivation of Faith and Life in the 
local congregation as the major goal of the church in the coming 
years. 

7. That the church discovered “Land beyond the Mississippi” 

and have chosen the West Coast, Seattle, Washington as the place 
of the next convention. 

8. That the fiscal budget of the ULCA has not been substan- 
tially increased for the coming two years, and that at the time of | 
the convention, the LWA budget was gradually being decreased 
with the hope that n a few years it too may be incorporated into the 
general budget of the church. 

9. The Lutheran Laymen's Movement announcement of their 
“Venture of Faith.” Which, by the way, seems to make this whole 
movement, a matter for study and cultivation by every parish. 

10. The Board of Social Missions announced the training of 
350,000 lay evangelists and that their program of aggressive evange- 
lism will be continued. 

You will soon have or do have the entire m-nutes of the conven- 
tion in your hands. They will bear careful study. Don’t miss the 
meditations by Dr. Roth or he report of the committee on Faith 
and Life. 

Respeetfully submitted, 
THEODORE H. ALTHOF, Delegate. 


The second portion of the report of the official Representative 
of the U. L. C. A., Dr. F. L. Conrad, was presented. 


The Committee on the Statistician’s Report presented its find- 
ings and recommendations. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL SECRETARY'S 
REPORT | 


The Committee on Statistical Secretary’s Report has carefully 
studied the report and checked the statistics of the statistician. 


We note the comparative statistics of 1941, 1949, and 1950, and 
note the growth in numbers and contributions, with the exception of 
membership in men’s and young people’s organizations. 

We notice the many corrections which the statistician made in 
checking the parochial reports, and urge that greater care be exer- 
cised in compiling figures and making duplicate copies. 

We recommend: 

1. That all pastors adhere strictly to the rule of sending in 

their reports on time. 

2. That the statistician fill in the index number for each report 

in order that the work of checking might be expedited. 

3. That the statistician be commended for his conscientious and 

efficient work by a rising vote of thanks. 
Your committee, 


HUGO H. F. WELCHERT 
VICTOR MOELLER 
WILLIAM HAVEKOST 
CARL W. BLOMENDAHL 
HERMAN JOENS 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 


Pastor Martin Schroeder presented charts on per member giving 
on two different bases. a 


The motion was made to include the “Benevolent Contribution 
per Communicant Member” chart in the Review of audit of Tree 
surer’s Report. Seconded and carried (See page 49) 


The election of the Statistician was ordered. 


The Pension Secretary continued his report. 
(see session 4) 


Recommendation No.1 was adopted. 
The Secretary for Social Missions stated that he had no report. 
The Secretary was appointed to act as chairman. 


The Report of the Lutheran Welfare Council of Nebraska was 
presented by President Wolff. : 


REPORT ON LUTHERAN WELFARE COUNCIL OF NEBRASKA 
1 Early in 1943 representatives from the Immanuel Deaconess In- 
= 3 the Lutheran Children’s Home Society, and Tabitha Home, 

meetings to discuss possible coordination of programs for de 
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pendent children in Nebraska. Interest soon broadened to include 
the entire field of welfare in which the Lutheran Church in Nebraska 
was e ed, Meetings were held to which all church group presi- 
dents and agency representatives were invited. A survey of all 
Lutheran Health and Welfare Agencies in Nebraska was requested 
and made. In March 1946, the complete written findings and re- 
commendations of this survey were presented to a meeting of church 
group and agency representatives. After further meetings in May 
and July 1946, a tentative constitution for a Council was drawn up 
te be submitted for approval by the various synodical groups and by 
welfare agency boars. 


On October 23, 1946 an organizational meeting was held and the 
date for the first annual meeting of the Council was set. The first 
annual meeting of the Lutheran Welfare Council wag held in Lincoln 
on December 3, 1946. Representatives of church groups, including 


the Midwest Synod, signed the constitution. 


Minutes of our Synod do not indicate that the constitution was 
presented to Synod in 1947 for approval. The Executive Board, 
however, did appoint a representative to the Council and to each of 
the four departments of the Council] in 1947. Synod continued ap- 
pointing representatives to the Council and the Departments until 
1949. Up until that time Synod had not approved the constitution of 
the Council, or ever decided to become a member of it. In 1949 the 
Convention of Synod decided that it would not, at this time, join the 
council, but send a “friendly visitor” to its meetings. In 1950 Synod 
adopted this resolution: “That upon the approval of the Executive 
Board of the U.L.C.A., Synod officially join the Lutheran Welfare 
Council of Nebraska”. 


In response to a question of our Synod, the Executive Board of 
the U. L. C. A. took the following action in June 1950, quoting in part: 
“As will appear at a glance, the result is that the composition of the 
Lutheran Welfare Council of Nebraska contravenes one of the prin- 
ciples which the United Lutheran Church always upholds in all inter- 
church relationships: namely, the principle that our Church will par- 
ticipate only in affiliations which are limited to church bodies. By 
including (1) synods, districts, conferences, and other ecclesiasticaj 
units on the one side, and (2) inner mission agencies and institutions 
on the other as equal partners, the Lutheran Welfare Council of 
Nebraska invited a mixed membership of the type which our Church 
cannot consistently approve. 


“The Cormittee on Inter-Lutheran Interests RECOMMENDS 
that the Executive Board advise the Midwest Synod not to enter into 
membership in the Lutheran Welfare Council of Nebraska as it is 
constituted at present, but rather to encourage the council to limit 
its membership to Lutheran avencies and institutions alone, with the 
representatives of the synods, districts and conferences in Nebraska 
having at most a consulative relationship to it. ADOPTED. 


Your representati e informed the Executive Committee of the 


Council and its constitution committee of this action of the Execu- 
tive Board of the U.L.C.A. At the December 5, 1950 meeting of the 
Council, the committee on Constitution proposed amendments to 
the Constitution, which would make it possible for a church group to 
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affiliate with the Council in “a voting or advisory capacity.” This 
proposal did not fully meet the suggestion of the Executive Board of 
the U.L.C.A., and the entire matter was referred back to the Com- 
mittee on Constitution. 


Our Synod, therefore ie not a member of the Council. Its re- 
presentatives on the Council and its departments must consider them- 
selves only as “friendly visitors” at this time. 


Contributions of our Synod to the cooperative Lutheran Welfare 
Work in Nebraska has been: In 1917 $650 to Chaplaincy work. In 
1948, $550 to Chaplaincy work and $243 to Family and Child Welfare. 
In 1949, $800 to Chaplaincy work and $2,639.05 to Family and Child 


Care. In 1950, $800 to Chaplaincy work and $1,400 to Family and 
Child Care. 


We believe that the work of the Welfare Council has made and 
is making definite contributions in its field. It has helped Luth- 
erans to get further acquainted across synodical lines. It has helped 
the various Lutheran groups and agencies to understand and apprec- 
iate the work of each other. It has made it possible for the Luther- 
ans in Nebraska to relate their work to other state and private wel- 
fare service in Nebraska. It has aided the state departments of 


welfare to recognize and appreciate thé coordination of Lutheran 
welfare efforts. 


We feel that the organization of the Nebraska Lutheran Sociai 


Service will be of great assistance in representing our interests in the 
Lutheran Welfare Council of Neoraska. 


Respectfully submitted, 
LORIN JOHN WOLFF 


Pastor Karl Koenig presented the matter of the care of the Aged. 


Care Of The Aged 


The work in this department of Lutheran Welfare Work is being 
done in and by the various Lutheran institutions for the aged. 
meetings are being held primarily for the benefit of the superinten- 
dents of these institutions so that they may discuss and exchange 


thoughts pertaining to the problems and management of their insti- 
tutions. There is nothing to report. 


| Respectfully submitted, 
KARL KOENIG 


Pastor E. C. Hansen Contact Cha * 
plain at the Veterans Hospi 
Lincoln, Nebraska, presented his report. 


Report Of The Contact Chaplain At The Veterans Hospital, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
the year 1950 w 


During 
at Lincoln, 
590 — — During these visits we contacted approximately 


urches in Neh ka. . ive 
at the hospital a limited number from other States 
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| During the year we held four devotional services and one Sun- 

. day preaching service for all the patients and the workers. We ad- 

77 ministered Holy Communion three times. All literature in the chap- 

&§ lain’s office is carefully read before it is handed to our Lutheran pat- 

J ients. In our spiritual ministration at the bed side we use only books 
1 prepared by the Lutheran Church, with very few exceptions. 


The National Lutheran Contact chaplain at the Veteran’s Hos- 
pital will from now on be responsible to the newly organized Luth- 
eran Social Service”; and not as heretofore to the Bethphage Home 
at Axtel, Nebraska. 


The total number of patients in 1950 was not as large as during 
a the year 1949. The average number of Lutheran patients for the 
i year 1950 was about 3% for each week of the year. While in 1949 it 
was about 52. We are told that the peak of hospitalization will not 
be reached until the year of 1970. Therefore we should try and do 
everything possible to meet this increased work in the future. 


Respectfully submitted by, 
E. C. HANSEN, 


National Lutheran Contact chaplain at the Veterans 
Hospital at Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Pastor H. Welchert reported orally on Family and Child Welfare. 


The Recommendation prevailed that Mr. Roy Wingate be heard 
at this time. 


Mr. Wingate presented the nature of the work done at Ames, 
Nebraska, and read the Resolution that is pending at this time regard- 
ing the turning over of this property to the Midwest Synod from he 
Methodist Church Body. 

It was moved that the officers of Synod be authorized to sign the 
agreement for deeding of the property at Ames, Nebraska, to the 
Midwest Synod. 

It was moved to extend the time for 5 minutes. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The tellers reported on the balloting for Statistician. 


Pastor E. C. Hansen, having received the necessary majority, was 
declared the elected Statistician of Synod. 


Pastor F. Brown director for L. W. A. in the U. L. C. A. was 
received by motion as advisory member. 


4 The Report on Nebraska Lutheran Social Service was present- 
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REPORT ON NEBRASKA LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE 


Nebraska Lutheran Social Service is the organization through 
which the churches of the National Lutheran Council plan and develop 
u common social service program in Nebraska, particularly a chap- 
laincy service program. The purpose of the agency as stated in its 
constitution, “shall be to serve as a commun social service associa- 
tion for National Lutheran Council church bodies operating in Neb- 
raska, to develop and administer programs of Christian social ser 
vice as needs are demonstrated and resources permit. It shall work 
in close cooperation with other social service programs in the state 
and shall participate in coordinating programs which may be spon 
sored by the Churches or communities”. 


The officers of the organization are: 


Lorin Wolff, President, Midwest Synod 

O. Reege, Vice President, Am. Luth. Ch. 

A. W. Young. Secretary, Nebr. Synod 

Mr. Herman Brochmeier, Treasurer, Am. 
Luth. Ch. 


In past meetings, we have had the advice and counsel of Dr. C. 
E. Krumbholz, Pastors Plack and Zahn of the National Lutheran 
Council, and Dr. Carl Reuss, Executive Director of the Board of 
Social Action of the A.L.C. 


In the meeting at Lincoln, March 5, it was decided “to call 3 
chaplain who shall serve as director of Lutheran Social service, and 
who shall serve as the chaplain in the Lincoln area and direct the 
chaplaincy service in Nebraska”. Plans were discussed for financing 
the program. According to its constitution: “Nebraska Lutheran 
Social Service shal! present one united annual appeal to the National 
Lutheran Council congregations in Nebraska for financial support for 
all cooperative Lutheran welfare work in Nebraska. Contributions 


to this cause shall be on a voluntary basis.” The annual appeal is 
to be held in October of this year. = 


The members of the organization are working together in great 
harmony and earnest, striving to meet the problems which Lutheran 
Social Service presents in Nebraska. 


Respectfully submitted 
KARI, KOENIG 


Recommendation No. 
sented. (See page — of the Stewardship Committee was pre“ 


* 
The motion to adopt this Recommendation prevailed. 
The Report of the Tabitha Home Trustees 
ome resented by 
Dr. M. Schroeder due to the illness of Dr. M. Koclen. 
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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF TABITHA HOME 


The Christians of many centuries rejoiced and sang, “Praise 
God from Whom All Blessings Flow”, and we, the members of the 
Board at Tabitha Home, join in that hymn of praise. God has been 
good and merciful, and we are grateful to Him for His gracious 
care. In the year 1950 we have been overwhelmed by His goodness 
and gencrous care. 


We are grateful for the loyal support the different Synods of our 
Church have given us. Individuals and congregations of our United 
Lutheran Church were back of us with their prayers and gifts, and we 
want to use this opportunity to express our sincerest gratitude for 
their kindness and generosity. 


We are sorry that we are not yet able to report that a new 
superintendent hag taken over the office which was left vacant by 
the resignation of Dr. Ebright. Quite a number, in fact about one 
dozen, have been approached or called, but after some weeks or 
months of consideration, these men always felt that they could not 
leave their congregation or field of work. We are still in contact 
with others, and hope and pray that God will send the right person, 
whom He has chosen, to this important work of our Church, So far, 
Pastor Koolen has filled the place of acting director. 


AGED DEPARTMENT 


In 1950, 103 aged guests were served in our New Tabitha Home 

Building. Of these. 65 were women, and 38 men. There were 70 

N guests at the beginning of 1950, and 32 were received. Six were dis- 

missed and 18 were taken by death. Of the total 103 served, 80 were 

Lutheran; 23 were non-Lutherean. Eighteen gave their address as 
Lincoln, and 61 were from outside Lincoln or Lancaster County. 


1 Of the total served, 27 received Old Age Assistance and 76 
were either here on contract, paid their own care, or were earning 
part of their care. There were a number who were charity cases. 
At the close of 1950, we have 79 guests, 2 of whom are Displaced 
Persons; 29 men, and 50 women. 


a 
* 
* 


CHILDREN’S DEPARIMENT 


ö In the Children's Department at the beginning of 1950 there were 
33 children in the Home with three out in private homes. Of the 33 
within the Home, 18 were boys and 15 girls, representing 14 families. 

_ Nine children were received, making a toal of 45 children from 21 
families served during the year. Six children were received for 
temporary care over a few months. During 1950, 19 children were 
dismissed as follows: one went into an adoptive home; five were 
returned to their parent’s homes by court order; two returned to their . 
mother’s care; five who were under custody of the Lutheran Chil- 
dren’s Home Society, were transferred to their children’s home at 
Fremont after school closed in June: four under temporary care 
returned to their parents; one D. P. youth was placed under his 
mother’s supervision as he is above our age group, and working part 

time; and five of our children have become wards of the State, but ro- 
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main under our care at the Home until they are placed by State 
workers into private homes. One of these children has been placed 
into a boarding home. One of the older girls, who was returned to 
her mother. was given very intensive case work service during the 9 
months she was at the Home, as she needed much help to adjust to 
group living. She received Orthopedic Hospital treatment, Psychia- 
tric tests and Psychological tests, electroencephalogram readings, 
complete physical tests and what other remedial service we could 
obtain, the expense of which her home county paid. 


All of the children at the Home have received regular case work 
services during the year, and all under the age of 13 have received 
Psychological tests through the Graduate Department of Psychology 
of the University. Three of Tabitha’s children have been in free 
boarding homes for over three years, but have not been adopted. Of 
the 45 children cared for at Tabitha, 40 were Lutheran, or baptized 
Lutheran shortly after entering the Home. Of the 5 non-Lutheran 
children, four received only temporary care and the other will be 
baptized at Easter time. Of the total served, 33 were from outside 
Lincoln and Lancaster County, and 12 were from Lincoln. 


Much case work service was rendered to inquiring families and 
children who did not affiliate with the Home. Over 50 direct re- 
quests were taken care of. Of these, 9 were accepted; 9 were given 
incidental and informational service; 32 referred to other agen- 
cies because they were of adoptive requests, or for care for older 
or younger children than Tabitha’s scope of service. Many letters in 
answer to inquiries from both Lutheran and non-Lutheran families 
were written. We have cooperated with our Lutheran Welfare A- 
gencies as well as with our state and local private agencies. The Case 
Worker has received supervision throughout most of the year from 
the Supervisor of the Lutheran Welfare Council of Nebraska. She 
has regularly attended meetings of the Family and Child Care Divi- 
sions of this Council and the local Agencies as well as special meet- 
ings called by the State Department on Child Welfare standards; 
Court hearings, and such other meetings as pertain to the well-being 
of our children. 


At the present time we have room for 13 girls and 6 boys in 
our Children’s Homes. Although our present number of children 
under care is comparatively small, such is the case in all of our pri- 
vate and state Child-Caring and Child Placing Agencies during the 
past months. 


THE TABITHA FARM 


The total income from livestock, poultry, milk and grain was 
$4,143.50, plus the increase of the inventory of $1,796.50, making 2 
gross profit of $5,940. We had an expense of $1,747.63 which leaves a 
net operating profit of $4,192.37, which can be called very good, and 
for which we are grateful to God who gave the increase, and to the 
faithful work of our tenant, Mr. Car! Ossenkop. This year all in- 
dications are that we can expect a good crop of young pigs which 
will mean much meat for the Home, and therefore, a great savings in 
these days of the rising cost of living. 
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OUR HELPERS 


The members of our staff have given faithful work, sometimes 
with great sacrifice of themselves. Some left us, because of marriage, 
others because of health; but we could always replace them, and the 
work went on without serious interruption. 


| Miss Ruth Peters, our efficient and faithful office secretary, has 

resigned. She is now married to the Rev. Mr. Fred Ollendorf, one of 
our Midwest Synod Pastors. May God bless her with much happiness, 
which she so richly deserves. Miss Ida Blomenkamp of First 
Paul's Church of Hastings, Nebraska will be her successor. She begins 
her work on March 5, 1951. : 


OUR GROUNDS 


Since the new building had been completed much work had to 
done on our grounds. The old building had to be torn down, and 
debris removed. The excavation had to be filled, and the whole grounds 
surveyed. Forty to fifty trees had to be removed; pavement and side- 
walks built; much landscaping had to be done, and the sodding of the 
new lawns had to be finished. The chi!dren’s dormitories needed much 
repairs, especially the boys’ building, but by the Grace of God, and 
the wonderful support by our congregations, all could be done and 
could be paid for. 


Fr 


FINANCES: GENERAL FUND 


At the time this report was written the auditor’s report was not 
ready. Therefore, it may differ in certain figures with his report, 
because of certain funds which were transferred from one fund to the 
other, the figures of these transactions are in his possession until 
his report is ready, and therefore not available to us at the present 
time. But the following figures are all correct, of this you can be 
assured. 


Our general fund income for the year 1950 amounted to $75,- 
159.33. This exceeded the 1949 receipts by $20,348.49. Voluntary con- 
tributions in 1950 were $12,747.41. Income from Synods, $13,272.87. 
Community Chest $4,703. All our expenditures for 1950 were $70,- 
113.21 leaving a balance of $5,046.12, and all improvements paid for. 


At one time we had to take $4,000 out of our Emergency and 
Depreciation Fund, but this money has been replaced. The Com- 
munity Chest of Lincoln will in 1951 support the Home with the sum 
of $6,000, or $1,300 more than last year. 


BUILDING FUND 


We had still an indebtedness of $9,600 on the new building, but 
through the kindness and generosity of an anonymous donor, we re- 
ceived ten thousand dollars as a Christmas gift to pay for that in- 
debtedness. But, we still owed the architect $1,481.69, but donation 
of $1,000, which will come to us, will also make the payment of that 
bill possible, so that Tabitha will be completely debt free. 


Surely this has been a wonderful year of Grace to the Home, and 
by God’s kindness we can look confidently into the future. 
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We are grateful to the members of the Synod for their gracious 
and generous contributions, and hope and pray that also in the fu- 
ture you will give our work of Mercy your prayers and loyal support. 

Respectfully submitted 
Board of Directors of Tabitha Home 


The election for Vice-President was ordered. 


The motion was made to reconsider the Executive Board’s Re- 
port on Nominations to Standing Boards and Committees. It was 
seconded and carried. 


The motion prevailed that the Executive Board be instructed to 


bring in the new nominatign for Representative to the Tabitha Home 
Board because of the principle that an employee shall not serve on 
a Board that employes him. 


The tellers Reported on the first ballot for the Vice President. 


There was no election. 


In the absence of the Convention Chaplain, Pastor Bahnsen was 
requested to close the session with prayer, 


SIXTH SESSION 
Thursday Morning, May 17, 1951 
| 8:30 
The Convention Chaplain opened the session with devotions. 
Roll was called. 
The minutes were read and approved as read. 
The Committee on Reference and Council presented recommen- 
— They were seconded and approved with ammendments as 
Moved that at 9:45 L.W.A. be made special order. Carried. 


Moved to consider the Tabitha Home Report as the first item 
of unfinished business, Seconded and carried. 


The Executive Board reported Pastor Fred Bloch nominated for 
a 3 year term to the Tabitha Home Board. The nomination was 


moved, seconded, and carried. 
The second ballot for the Vice President was ordered. 


The report of the Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheran 
presented. 
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Report of the Manager of the Midwest Lutheran 


Our Mailing list has increased this year due to the fine work of 
our Subscription manager. We are now Publishing 6200 copies each 
issue. 


A four page paper is costing us $100 and up for and a 
six page is costing us $150. * 


Preparation for mailing addressing etc costs 815. 2nd class per- 
mit fees for mailing are about $4.00. 


We hope costs will not rise. Our estimate of need to the Synod 
is based upon present costs. 


Balance on Hand June 1950ͥo0 $ 187.26 
Received from 800.00 
10.50 
Subscriptions 776.98 

Total income $1774.74 
tures 
For publication and mailngg — 1180.34 
Office expense ete. 
1825.85 
248.89 
One Bill outstanding to Publication House ....~- $ 185.80 


WARREN F. V. CHURCHILL 
Recommendation No. 2 in the Report of Editor of the Midwest 


' Lutheran was adopted. (See page 39). 
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Pastor Fred Ollendorf, Synodical Director for L.W.A., presented 
his report. | 


REPORT OF LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


Lutheran World Action has come into its own. It started out 
as an emergency, but has grown into one of the greatest mission en- 
terprises ever undertaken in the history of Christianity. Its develop- 
ment resembles much the first mission enterprise undertaken by the 
Christians, an enterprise that also crew out of an emergency. 


As we remember from the Gospel accounts, the Lord’s final 
command was to preach the Gospel to every nation, to be His wit- 
nesses to the ends of the world. But instead of heeding the command 
of Jesus, the early Christians were content to remain in Jerusalem, 
use up whatever goods of the world that they had, and wait for the 
second coming of Christ which they expected soon to happen. 


What was it then that started them into branching out? Was it 
& reawakening to that great call of Christ? No, not that. It was 
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because they were being persecuted in Jerusalem and forced to flee 
that caused them to go out into the world. But when they did leave 
Jerusalem, they heeded the call of Christ and developed a zea! for 
witnessing for Christ such as the world has never seen since. It 
seems almost like an irony of fate, that Paul, who was to become 
the world’s greatest missionary, and who at that time was an enemy 
of Christ and the Church and a leader in the persecutions, had done 
much to drive the early Christians out of Jerusalem and get them 
started in their mission work. 


So it was this emergency of having been forced out of Jerusalem 
that caused the early Christians to make Christ’s great command 
their enterprise. 


If any church today has the right to claim she has the pure 
Gospel, then it is the Lutheran Church for her doctrines are in closer 
harmony to God’s word than any other denomination. But, the Luth- 
eran Church has fallen into difficulty similar to that of the early 
Church. That was Localitis. That is, Let's remain in Jerusalem 
and do nothing until the Lord comes”, or paraphrased into twentieth 
century Lutheranism, “We have the pure Gospel, so let’s keep it 
to ourselves and keep it pure. If others want it let them get it for 
themselves”. 


But, then came the war; then came the great emergency. Luth- 
eran men were called to the colors. Lutheran mission fields which 
had been cared for by foreign church bodies were orphaned, and fel- 
low Lutherans as well as others living beyond our shores fell into dire 
want, became refugees, or were persecuted. The Lutheran Churches 
of America became aware of the fact that they could no longer be 
concerned just with the needs of their very own. They began to 
realize that if the love of God were to dwell in their hearts, then 
surely they could not shut their eyes to the need of their brethren 
beyond these shores. Thus they banded together, pooled their re- 
sources together, and worked together. That was Lutheran World 
Action. We need but look into the past records to see its success. 
Our men in the service were well cared for. The hungry and the 
naked were fed and clothed. The refugees were given aid. The D.P.’s 
were reestablished, and the orphaned missions were not only cared 
for, but flourished. Surely, the $40,000,000 given in the last ten 
years should be a testimony that the Lutheran Church could rise 
above her Localitis“. Through this Lutheran World Action, the 
Lutheran Church has become known as the “Church who cares”. 


Lutheran World Action can no longer be considered as something 
temporary; a thing that can be discarded just as soon as this present 
emergency ends. We had at best consider Lutheran World Action 
more or less a permanent program because, in the first place, as Dr. 
Empie says, “We will not see peace in our times”, and in the 
place, consider what you and I joined together with millions of other 
Lutherans in Lutheran World Action could do for our Lord. 


Again this year your committee is ha to report that our 
Synod has gone over the top and gave 117% of her — We are 
glad to report that in the clothing drive, in which our Synod par- 
ticipated, three carloads were sent out of Omaha alone, and much 
was sent through other channels, On the other hand, we are sorry 
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to note that some of the congregations failed to reach their goals, 
and after checking back several years, it was learned that it was 
the same congregations usua!ly who were consistently failing to reach 
their goals year after year. It was only because of others who had 
zealously oversubscribed their quotas, which they had done year 
after year, that our Synod was able to reach her goal. We do 
hope that those pastors and conyregations who failed to meet their 
goals will consider this fact, what if our oversubscribing congre- 
gations would be content just to raise their goals! 


With these things in mind, your committee recommends: 


1. That Synod express its most sincere thanks to all the pastors 
and congregations for their splendid cooperation. 


2 That Synod urge all pastors to present the whole program 
of Lutheran World Action to their congregations and parish- 
ioners, and that if they have not already met their goal for 
1951 that they use their utmost efforts to reach their goals 
just as soon as possible and not wait till the end of the 
year. 

3. That Synod encourage pustors and congregations to continue 
to sponsor clothing drives, and to pool their shipments with 
neighboring congregations in order to cut the costs of ship- 
ping. 

4. That Synod urge and encourage all pastors and congregations 


who have not reached their goals in the previous years, 
to make more concerted efforts in reaching their 1951 goals. 


5. That Synod urge pastors and congregations again to give 
assistance in the care of immigrant displaced persons and 
ethnic Germans that they might be resettled and employed. 


6. That Synod approve and make diligent use of all procedures, 
materials, aids, and mechanics provided by Lutheran World 


Action. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR HUNEKE 
WALLACE WOLFF 
FRED OLLENDORF 
1950 LWA 1951 LWA 
___ Congregation GOALS’ Paid Goals 
$270 $198 287 
639 320 725 
Bloomfield, St. Mark 1106 1270“ 1141 
— K — 123 56 180 
TJ 269 259 298 
Chappel! 63 71 
662 667* 746 
Columbus, St. Johne 373 384° 373 
Creston 208 322 
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Diller, Zion s 

Ellis, Kansas * 
6 
Fonta nelle 
ond 


— 
Hastings, Ist St. Pauls 
Hastings, St. Paulis > 

Hastings, Immanuel 1 — 


Hoisington, Ranaassss 


* 

Lipscomb, Texas 


Louisville 


Northboro, Iowa a 
Norfolk 4 


Ohiowa, St. John's 
Ohiowa, St. John’s rural 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 7 

Otoe 
Papillion 


Pender, St. Mark’s 
Perry, Oklahoma 4 mn 
Pierce 
Platte Center 
Russell, Kansas, St. John's 
Russell, Kansas, Trinity 


— 
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Schuyler - 
Stanton . 

Stillwater, Oklahoma 

Sutton 


15 


2188 


117 


; 
76 15 
| 416 490* 
605 504 
168 170* 
| 304 304 
207 218 ˙* 
276 351% 
684 690* 
447 121 
522 229 
— 60 100* 
1064 759 
135 
126 126° 
588 566 
4 269 270% 
231 59 
481 513* 
| 294 159 
276* 
249 189 
1184 109 
103 239 
161 166* 
207 200 
155 172* 
87 87* 
11 ͤ 
1 71 
123 125* 
| 170 172° 
300 300° 
236 244% 
1 119 64 
609 
276 280* 
476 476* 
861 823 
342 370* 
174 
231 235° 
252 252° 
176 148 
1 75 75* 
| 1307 1410* 
174 114 
| 168 168* 
258 258 
189 230 
68 57 
141 144% 
132 132* 
— 200) 148 
—94— 
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Syracuse — — 78 84 84 
Tea, South Dakota --~~~~~.------------- 5 190 236 
75 120° 95 
279 388° 302 
Wayne ----------~--------------------- 660 416 704 
473 476* 504 
Wisner 213 232 
˙ ͤ— 665 666* 768 
40 12 
Total $21,955 

*Indicates congregations reaching 100% or more of their LWA 

goal. 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 5 was adopted. 

Recommendation No, 6 was adopted. 


The tellers reported on the Second Ballot for Vice President. 
There was no election. 


The 3rd Ballot was ordered for Vice President. 


The Report on CROP was presented orally by various represent- 


Mr. Fred Warnken, local congregation representative presented 
& gavel to Synod made of wood of the two local church buildings 


which were built as one church. The head of the gavel was from one 


church and the handle from the oth « to symbolize “unity”. 


Greetings were brought by the President of the W.M.S., Mrs. W. 
F. Churchill, and her report was presented. 


REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The Women’s Missionary Society greets Synod at its 62nd an- 
nual convention. 


The 1950 convention was held in Zion Lutheran Church of Hoop- 
er, Nebraska, the Rev. Mr. Paul Moessner, pastor, with 92 dele- 
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pates, 188 visitors, 26 pastors, 8 secretar.es and 5 officers; a total 
of 319. 


We thank God for the increase in our Synodical organization 
of 7 new societies. They are as follows. Grand Island, the Rev. M. 
Schroeder Jr. Pastor; Gretna, the Rev. E. Moede, Pastor; Leigh St. 
Paul’s, the Rev. W. Churchi!l, pastor, Emerson, their second, an 
evening society, Rev. Henry Rowoldt, Pastor; and three societies 
at St. Marks Pender, the Rev. Walter Rowoldt, pastor. 


We have been invited to present the work at St. John’s, Schuyler, 
and would appreciate being permitted to visit in all congregations 
of our Synod where there is no Missionary Soc-ety. 


We have had an increase in membership, of 8.4%. 


Our receipts for 49-50 were $9,286.68. Our Thankoffering shows 
an increase over last year of almost $750. All other departments 
are showing an increase in interest and act-vity. 


Our convention for 1951 will be held in First Lutheran Church 
cf Oklahoma City, Okla, the Rev. Fred Bloch, pastor, on October 
9-10. We extend an invitation to all Churches to send representa- 
tives, we should be more than pleased to welcome visitors from those 
congregations that have no societies at present. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. W. F. V. CHURCHILL 


The tellers reported on the 3rd ballot for the Vice President. 


Pastor Richard Jobman, having received the necessary majority, 
was declared elected as Vice-President of Synod. 


The eleet on of the Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheran 
was ordered. 


The President of the Central Conference, Alfred Duis reported 
orally urging all pastors of that conference to altend the sessions at 
Niobrara State Park. 


The Committee on the Ministry reported on an item referred to 


_ We recommend that Synod approve the following policy for 
finane-al aid for students for the ministry. 


1. Financia! Aid shall not be given to students during the 
Freshman year in college. 


2. Students for the Ministry who marry while in college shall 
forfeit the right to f’nancial aid for their college education. 


R. R. SYRE 
H. M. GOEDE 
A. J. DUIS 
A. B. LENTZ 


—96— 


a 
| 
if. dꝛ— 
| 
| 
| | 
4 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
* 
I. 
14 
4 
* * 


~ 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. ) 


The report of the Lutheran Kesettlement Synodical Representa- 
live, President Wo!tf, was given orally. 


Mr. Jonn Huttenmeyer, Lutheran Resettlement Director of Nebr- 1 
aska, presented his report. | ; 
| | 
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LUTHERAN RESETTLEMENT SERVICE FOR NEBRASKA 


To May 1, 1951 the Lutheran Resettlement Service for Nebr- 
aska has helped to resettle 952 Lutheran refugees from Europe. 


The Nebraska office has assurances for 204 more families on | : 


file. 

The first part of the “Displaced Persons” Act, passed by Con- N i 

gress in 1948, is erding this year. We are now working on the sec- i : 


ond part of the Act, the Ethnic German refugee part that rung to . 


June 3C. 1952. if 
This Congressional Act permits the resettl:ng of 54,774 Ethnic 4 | : 
German refugees. These 54,774 are selected and screened from u pool 1 : 
of over 10 million refugees from communistic terrorism, J | | ; 
Available funds of the National Lutheran Council will permit ‘a | 
them to process and bring over 1000 of these families. Dossiers or a : 
case histories of Ethnic Germans are now in our office at 927 Sum- fe 8 
ner St. in Lincoln. 1 
It is hoped that many of the balance of these people can be * | 
brought over with the sponsorship of their friends and relatives that 1 8 7 ; 
are here in the U. S. The Resettlement Service stands ready to _ ; 
help bring over any number of these friends and relatives. mt : 
Due to the fine cooperation of both Pastors and Laymen, Nebr- q ‘ : 
aska has an outstanding record n the resettlement service. 4 : : 
Kespectfully submitted, | 

JOHN HUTTENMEYER, Director. | 

The Committee on Audit of Midwest Lutheran reported. i 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT MANAGER OF THE *. 

MIDWEST LUTHERAN 9 

Your committee has examined the books of the manager of the as 

Midwest Lutheran and has found them to be correct and in order. ia 


FRED OLLENDORF 
GEORGE HERBER 
CARL RULLA 
CARL GOEDE 
FRED BORN 
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The Committee Report was adopted. 


The tellers reported on the Ballot for Business Manager. Pastor 
W. Churchill having received the necessary majority was declared 
elected as Business Manager of the Midwest Lutheran. 
The report of the Christian Higher Education Appeal Committee 
was presented. 


REPORT ON CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION APPEAL 


It was a joyful hour at Des Moines when the thrilling news was 
announced that the first phase of the Christian Higher Education 
Appeal had reached victory in the United Lytheran Church. We 
would like to request the members of Synod join in the prayer 
that was spoken at that time by Dr. Oscar Blackwelder: 


We thank Thee for causes within Thy Kingdom to unite our 
hands as Thy love unites our hearts. . May the gift and pledge 
of dollars in this high and holy cause of Christian Higher Education 
be but a symbol of the fresh giving of ourselves and our posessions 
to all the calls of Thy Kingdom. . . O Christ, be Thou ever the 
Master of our schools. May those who administer, those who teach 
and those who learn, be enlightened by Thy light.. Behind clustered 
walls of hallowed memory and new buildings of shining hope, may 
the youth of our Church seek to put the truth they learn to Christ- 
like ends. Call forth, we pray, the re-dedication of every campus 
of our Church.”— 


When we first began the appeal in our Synod it seemed almost 
like an impossible task. The amount of our goal seemed great and 
some of us remembered that our Synod had in the past never even 
come close to any goal set for a Higher Education cause. Probably 
the clorest we ever came was to reach the half-way mark in the re- 
cent Midland Forward Campaign. 


But as the appeal got under way, it was a thrill to see the enthus- 
iasm of many of our congregations undertake the task without fear or 
trembling. Our pastors and laymen generally have shown excellent 
cooperation with the committee in following the plan and actually 
making it work. Some of our pastors were surprised at the responses 
of the people to this appeal. The members of our Appeal com- 
mittees in the congregations and the Synod deserve our gratitude. 
They prayed and they worked with earnest zeal. The joy that was 
theirs in this service is their reward. In addition to the benefits 
which our Seminaries and Colleges will receive. we feel that the 
appeal has had a good effect in our congregations. It has strength- 
ened the stewardship consciousness in many of our parishes. 


We would like to repeat the words of reciation of the United 
Lutheran Church in Amercia here: 


“Our colleges and seminaries are amon 
g the most precious pos- 
sessions of the Church. Your part in strengthening and maintaining 
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them is significant service. For all you have done and are doing, 
your Church is deeply grateful. 


“In helping to provide Christian leaders for our Church and 
nation, you are making an investment in the work of the Kingdom 
which will bear fruit now and for all time o come.” 


The last report (February 28) indicates that $7,108,595 has been 
assured for the Appeal, in the U. L. C. A. 


Reports in our Synod indicate a response of slightly over the 
$75,000 goal. Of this amount $64,907.95 has been sent to the synodi- 
cal treasurer up to March 24. This means that we stil] have over 
$10,000 to raise in cash. And we should raise about $5,000 addition. 
al to cover expenses and shrinkage, so that our institutions will re- 
ceive their full share of the Appeal funds. 


As of March 24, twenty-four congregations had paid 100% or 
more of their goal in cash; ten congregations paid from 75% to 
100%, seventeen congregations paid from 50% to 75%, ten con- 
gregations paid from 25°% to 50%, and thirteen congregations paid 
from 0% to 25% of their goals. Our task is far from complete. 

WE RECOMMEND: 


1. That our Synod express its appreciation to all those congre- 
gations which have put forth efforts in the CHEY appeal, particu- 
larly all congregations which have met and oversubscribed their goals. 
That we commend ali District and Conference directors of synod 
and all pastors and lay-chairmen of local committees for their work 
in the CHEY appeal. 


2. That the Midwest Synod call upon each of its congregations 
which has not yet met its minimum goal to take definite action to 
‘arry forward as promptly as possible such local procedures ag il 
assure a complete congregational response, to the end that the 
institutiuns of the Church may receive the direly needed sums ori- 
ginally allocated, and that the joy of a total victory may be shared 
by each congregation of synod. 


3. That the Synodical CME committee be authorized to con- 
tinue its work to promote the full participation of all congregations 
within the Synod. 


Respectful!y submitted, 
LORIN JOHN WOLFF 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 

The Report of the Lutheran Literary Board was presented, 


LUTHERAN LITERARY BOARD 


It was on September 1, 1947 that the United Lutheran Publi- 
e@tion House of Philadelphia assumed ownership of the Lutheran 
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Literary Board of Burlington, Iowa. The sale price was $25,000.00. 
At the time of sale, each Synod (Wartburg and Midwest, Co-owners) 
received an amount of $5,000.00, and each September since then a 
check of $2,500.00 (Plus interest) was sent. 


During these three and one-half years your manager has been 
busy with collections, settling with creditors, and has spent much 
time with,authors of various books whose contracts called for royal- 
ties. 


The final meeting of the Board was held at the Rome Hotel in 
Omaha, Nebraska, on the third of April, 1951. A report in detail 
was given. The books were audited. A few items of business still 


remain to be settled, 
Respectfully submitted, 
R. R. BELTER, Manager. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


No. I. We recommend that Synod express to Dr. Belter, Mrs. R. Belter 
and his assistants, the deepest gratitude for their untiring efforts 
in behalf of the Lutheran Literary Board. 


No. II. We recommend that Synod express its sincere appreciation to 
Mrs. R. Moehring for her many years of service to the Church 
through her work at the Lutheran Literary headquarters. 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 


The Report of the Parish Education Committee was presented. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PARISH EDUCATION 


Your committee has held three meetings for regular business 
It has also held a meeting with Dr. Earl S. Rudisill in Omaha on 
January 16 in order to discuss some plan for Parent and Teacher 
clinical meetings through the Synod in 1951. 


First of all we want to report on the 1950 series of meetings with 
Secretary Spees of the Parish and Church School Board. Of 
twelve meetings arranged in Nebraska in co-operation with the 
Nebraska Synod, nine were attended by Mid-west members. A 
total of twenty-five pastors and 266 lay members of our Synod were 
reported at the sessions. Some were held in locations where we had 
no congregations, so the committee was glad to see the co-operation 
where it was possible. Similar meetings were held in the Kansas 
area, but the committee was not informed of the dates, so no infor- 
mation about them could be sent out from the committee. The itin- 
erary of 1951 will include all of our Synod. In the Chappell-Lodgepole 
and the Hooper areas arrangements have been made for attendance 
at meetings in conjunction with the Nebraska Synod. 


‘The 1951 program from the Parish and Church School Board has 
been undertaken by the committee. Thig is to be a series of meetings 
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to rally together the parents and teachers of contiguous congregations 
so they may take part in a Teaching Clinic. Practical help for par- 
ents and leaders of all the groups of the church will be given so it 
will be helpful for both parents and teachers. The Board Secretary 
will be Dr. Earl S. Rudisill who will particularly meet with the adult 
groups as well as bring inspiration to the whole group. Two leaders 
pes assist, selected from each area given. The schedule of meetings 

ows: 

October 29, First Church, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

October 30, St. John Church, Russell, Kansas. 

October 31, Zion Church, Hanover, Kansas. 

November 1, St. Matthew Church, Johnson, Nebraska. 

November 2, Christ Church, Louisville, Nebraska. 

November 4, Havelock Church, Lincoln, Nebraska 

November 5, Trinity Church, Winside, Nebraska. 

November 6, St. John Church, Shell Creek, Columbus, Nebr. 

November 7, St. Paul Church, Glenvil, Nebraska 

November 8, Messiah Church, Grand Island, Nebraska. 

November 9, Zion Church, Gothenberg, Nebraska. 


The Lodgepole-Chappell and Hooper, Nebraska areas will hold 
their meetings as follows: 


September 30, Messiah Church, Broadwater, Nebraska, Rev. 
Blaine Simon. 


October 4, Grace Church, Hooper, Nebraska, Rev. Samuel Jensen. 


During 1950 your committee sent out a questionaire which was 
responded to by 48 active pastors. From this study it was learned 
that there is a good approach to catechetical study practically all 
congregations having the equivalent of two years instruction. The 
chief problem is the one of the catechism to use. About ten books 
were in use, but many pastors were dissatisfied, not being able to 
find a satisfactory text. The two most popular texts were those 
of Joseph Stump and of Ortlepp. There is room for a budding au- 
thor among our pastors to prepare something that would satisfy the 
need of the church in catechetical instruction. There seems to be no 
satisfactory book in the field of Biblical history and the background 
of the Bible itself. The active pastorate again should attack this 
problem and see if some acceptable book can be prepared. 


The Executive Committee of the Synod has requested the com- 
mittee to organize some plan for the promotion of Visual Aids for 
the use of the congregations. A demonstration of Visual Aids has 
been arranged for this meeting of Synod. The Pastors and delegates 
who are interested in this aid can thus see some things first hand. 
The Rev. George Housewright, a member of the committee, has been 
asked to establish a depository of film strips and other visual aids 
which can be had by addressing an inquiry to him. From time to time 
a listing of aids on hand will be sent to those interested. The cost 
of mailing will be the only charge made for these aids. Address in- 
@uiries to the Rev. George Housewright, Scribner, Nebraska. The 
committee will be happy to expand the service if organizations care 
to make contributions for purchase of additional supplies. 


—101— 


— — 
4 
* — 


̃ ͤʃ¹?P— ˙¹‚0] *ẽůu-AaT 


ra@ 


᷑«õ„õ— 


* 

* 

* 

* 

7 

4 


—— — 


— 


ͤ—Ezñÿ 


Parish Education Committee Visual-Audio Lending Library Proposal 
for Mid-West Synod 


The following was recommended: 


1. Contribution of the cost of two film strips or $6.00 shall con- 
stitute membership fee, and such congregations may draw from 
library without rental fees. 


2. Each member congregation shall pay $2.00 yearly sustaining fees. 
All such money to be used for the purchase of new materials. 


3. All other congregations may have use of library with payment of 


small rental fees for material used. 


4. Library to be self-sustaining as far as possible. However, if 
Synod appropriates money to library, then all materials purchased 
from such funds shall be put to all congregations member or not 
in library, at no charge. All congregations using library shall 
pay postage both ways. 


5. A copy of available materials shall be sent to each member con- 
gregation twice a year. 


6. All materials used by congregations if destroyed beyond further 
use, shall be replaced by such congregations. (Insurance could 
cover entire library of materials, and thus all using materials 
would be protected.) 


7. Library shall be in charge of a chairman appointed by the Parish 
Education Committee who in turn shall report to them at regular 
meetings, or when called upon to do so. 


8. Synodical library to include only audio-visual aids pertaining 
to Bible study, Catechetical work, and the promotion of our church 
causes, such as Evangelism, Missions, Stewardship, and all such 

general items, so that library will not become dated. 


Your Committee, 


George Housewright, 
C. H. Goede, 

Carl Grothen, 

A. C. Baughman, Chr. 


The Recommendation was adopted. 


— The Committee on New Congregations and Constitutions report- 
el 


Your committee on Constitutions and New Congregations has 
examined the constitution of the St. John’s Lutheran Church, Rus- 
sell, Kansas (Town) and Christs Lutheran, Ellis, Kansas and recom- 
mend their approval by Synod. 


be in commend St. John’s Lutheran, Schuyler, Nebraska, 
permission to change : 
stitution to read as follows: of 


“There shall be six deacons, Active Members of the congrega- 
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tion, elected by the congregation on at its annual meeting for a term 
of three years.” 
Respectfully submitted, 


H. J. DIEKHOFF 
THEO. G. KUEHNER 
GEORGE HERBER 


The Recommendations were adopted. 
The Representative to Midland Assembly reported. 
The Secretary on Deaconess Work presented his report, 


REPORT OF SECRETARY FOR DEACONESS WORK 


The time has come again to report to our Synod about the work 
done by our Deaconess Board of the U. L. C. A. 


We regret to say that none of the students under our school 
program are from our Midwest Synod, | urge again that our Pastors 
continue to hold this need before the young women and the parents 
of our synod. | 


To assist them we have the filmstrip, “A Glorious Adventure,” 
(fee Tic), especially prepared for our catechetical classes and the 
High School young folks. Then we have also a set of colored slides 
on a “School for Parish Workers” (fee $1.00), available from the 
office. | 

How about having a deaconess on your Summer School or Camp 
or Conference program. If interested, please let us know and we will 
gladly arrange it for you. 


By way of the “Pastor’s Desk Book” all Pastors will receive 


sample copies of available literature for June promotion. 


The United Lutheran Church in Convention assembled at Des 

Moines, Iowa, took action that, in addition to the Seminaries, the 

ran training schools at Baltimore and Philadelphia be recog- 

nized as professional schools on the undergraduate level for women 

workers. Baltimore specializes in Parish and Church Secre- 

— Work, and Philadelphia specializes in Health and Welfare 
| 


While the greater need is of the deaconess, we are eager that 
the synod guide into these schools young women interested in being 
Lay Workers as well as those entering the diaconate. 


Both our Motherhouses are affiliated with most of our church 
related colleges and will continue in the 5 year program (3 years 
college und 2 years in Training School.) 


The Deaconess Student body for 1950-’51 is the largest in the 
history of the U.L.C.A. diaconate: 44 Deaconess students and 11 
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young women preparing for the Lay Parish Worker and Church 
secretaries plan. 


In addition to this fulltime students plan the Baltimore Mother- 
house is conducting night classes and a 2 weeks summer school, 
both college accredited. 


The Board has on file 108 unanswered calls for Deaconess 
Service. 


Sister Mildred Winter is the new Executive Secretary of the 
Deaconess Board and is in charge of all promotional work. 


Sister Evelyn Hovlroyd is the new field Secretary and no doubt 
by this time you al! have met her in your parish on her itinerary. 


Beginning June 1951, 3 additional field workers will join the 
Staff to enable every congregation in the U.L.C.A. to have a Dia- 
conate representative in the congregation. Time for these visits 
is 1951-’53. 


Plans are underway by the Board and Deaconesses which will 
assure the church of a stronger, finer corps of working women than 
it has ever had. Any promotional ideas you may have to offer will 
be most welcome! 


We are very grateful to our Lord and Master for the personnel, 
the means and prayers given to this worthy and most needed cause 
of our church work! Thanks to you all! God bless work and worker. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. BAHNSEN, Sec’y. 


The motion prevailed that Synod express appreciation through 
our Secretary on Deaconess work to the Deaconess Board for having 
made Sister Evelyn available to our congregations. 


A representative to the Luther League reported orally. 


The Final Report of the Committee on Oklahoma holdings was 
presented. | | 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OKLAHOMA HOLDINGS 


February 2, 1951 


This closes the sale transaction of the Mid-West Synod Oklahoma 
Land holdings in Pushmataha County, State of Oklahoma, Sections 
12, 19, 24, and 25 in Township 20 N, Range 21 E; a total of 700 
acres. The total sale of said land was $1,310.00; the down payment 
was $800.00, and Salem Lutheran Church of Stillwater, Oklahoma 
has taken a mortgage of $510.00 for three years on said land. Total 
land expenses of closing transaction of said land is $123.61. That 
leaves a balance of cash on hand deposited to the Mid-West Synod of 
$676.39. Also, the Salem Lutheran Church of Stillwater, Oklahoma 
reserved one-fourth minerals of said land. The deposit of the $510.00 
mortgage will be made by the Salem Lutheran Church of Stillwater 
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to the Mid-West Synod of the United Lutheran Church of America, 
as mortgage is being paid off. 


GEORGE OLTMANNS 


This is the total report of the Oklahoma Land Holdings in Push- 1 . | 
mataha County in the State of Oklahoma, which is a closed book 1 5 
from here on. | 925 

Land Committeemen: 

(signed) 1 

KARL E. FRIEDEMANN 1 

F. H. BLOCH 


(Expense Statement of the Oklahoma Pushmataha County Land 
Holdings of the Mid-West Synod) 


Telephone calls ~--------- 810.17 Recording Certification of 
Recording Mineral non development 1.00 
deed and Mortgage 3.00 Registered Mail and 
Mortgage Tax - 20 Stamp 1 ta 
Revenue Stamp 2.70 Mileage, 524 miles at i 
Meals --- 7.95 per mile, total 31.44 i 
Abstract Section 24 21.00 Expense from last trip i : 
Abstract Section 25 -_.._- 20.00 to Antlers, Oklahoma 21.36 4 
A Certification of (signed) i 17 
nondevelopment from the KARL E. FRIEDEMANN 1 
Corporation Commission Certified to by: 
of Oklahoma of gas and (signed) 4 
1.00 F. H. BLOCH 
GEORGE OLTMANNS 
OKLAHOMA LAND HOLDING ACCOUNT K 
This account was set up with the down payment of $400.00 paid 1 ‘ : 
by Ben Dupree for land purchased from Synod. ? 81 
The Following expenses have been paid from this account: 11 
Expense for trip to Okla., Wm. H. Goedlvde 1-10-44 $ 10.86 1 
Deed recording fee, Earle Labor, County cler 4-24-44 5.96 1 
Expense for trip to Okla., Martin Schroeder 6-22-44 53.02 ht g 
Expense for trip to Okla., Wm. H. Goedlde 4-30-45 25.00 1 
Tel. 4.20, postage .80 and trip to Okla., Wm. H. Goede 8-5-46 40.00 * oe 
Recording of Court opinion & Reg. deeds | 
County Treas — 1.75 
Attorney fee, Hal Welch _..... 17-9-46 100.00 


Expense for trip to Antlers, Okla., Karl Friedemann 5-20-48 19.82 
Expense for trip to Antlers, Okla., Geo. Oltmanns _ 5-20-48 
Expense for trip to Albion, Okla., Karl Friedemann 7-8-49 37.80 


Land Title expense, Karl Friedemann 711-50 50.00 
Final clearing expense Misc., Wm. H. Goede 2-15-51 6.80 . 
fe $365.66 
Down payment 400.00 * 
365.66 


— 


Balance 34.34 
— 106— 
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All checks for above account are on hand. 
The check for the balance of $34.34 is made payable to Elmer Sasse 
and is here-with enclosed. 


This is the final report of this account made on the 15th day of Feb- 
ruary 1951. 
(signed ) 


WM. H. GOEDE 
Member of Okla. Land Holding Commit- 
tee 


It was moved that Synod assign mineral rights of the Oklahoma 
Land holdings to Salem Congregation at Stillwater, Oklahoma. The 
motion was seconded and lost. 


The Report of the Committee on History of Synod was present- 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORY OF SYNOD 


Your Committee does not desire to repeat the report given last 
year in Russell, Kansas, (as found in the minutes page 73), except 
to call attention to the points that have been changed or modified. 


You will note that the committee reported bids had been re- 
ceived and contracts let for printing and binding. 1,200 books. Synod 
in convention changed the number to 1,800 books to be printed. The 
total cost of printing and binding 1,820 books came to $3,786. 


The Offset Method by which the book was printed enabled your 
committee to save Synod the cost of “Cuts”, which would have come 
near to $2,000 in addition to the cost of printing and binding; further- 
more, this method enabled us to be much more liberal in the use of 
pictures than would otherwise have been possible. The book now 
contains over 400 pictures—instead of 250 mentioned in last year’s 
report. Delivery was made August 9, 1950. 


Copies of the History in the amount of approximately 7% of the 
communing membership of each congregation were distributed to 
pastors and they were requested to arrange for the sales. (cf. Min- 
utes p. 73—Recommendation 2). Some pastors have sold three or 
four times the amount alloted them—others have sold less than 2% 
of the communing membership and have returned the remainder. 


_ The cost of the book was set at $1.50 a copy by Synod. The com- 
mittee added 10c per book for mailing. (Experience has shown that 
this is too low, it should have been at least 15¢ per book.) The Com- 
mittee charged $2.00 per book, postage included, to the general public. 


The book received a favorable review in the Lutheran Quarterly. 
Reviews are in prospect in “The Lutheran” and in the “Nebraska 
State Historical Society Quarterly”. . 

STATEMENT BY THE TREASURER OF THE COMMITTEE 


With respect to receipts from sales and number of books on hand, 
your Treasurer can only give an approximate estimation on the totals, 
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because not all accounts have been paid, nor have all unsold books 


been returned. 
RECEIPTS: 
Received from Treasurer of Synod (on a loan basis) 
from June 1949 to August 5, 1950 a total of $4,250.00 
Received from sales of books, to date 1,750.00 
— 86,000.00 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
To Seright Publication Bureau for printing and 
binding 1,820 books, August 9, 1950 - --.-....._ 83, 786.00 
To Committee for Committee expenses from June 
1949 to March 23, 1911111 564.00 
Repaid on loan to Treasurer of Synod, Dec. 1950 — 1,600.00 
$5,510.00 
INVENTORY 


Estimated approximation of books distributed — 1,340.00 
Courtesy books distributed to authors, editors, 


U.L.C.A. Officials, book reviews, etc. — 
Rejects (defective binding) 20 
1.820 


On the 1,340 books distributed to congregations, 1,750 
has been received. 


* $ 390 
Expected long term receipts on the remaining 
. $ 900 


(The Executive Board of Synod granted the 

authority to charge this amount beginning 

March 1, 1951.) 

Total receipts to be expected from sale of 

$3,040 


Your committee considers Committee expenses a legitimate synod- 
ical charge, which is not being charged against the cost of the book, 
hence, when all the books are sold and all the money received, your 
committee will still owe the Synod $746: 


Synod granted a loan of $3,786 

Total receipts of books _________.__.---.--- $3,040 

Hence we shall Wee $ 746 
Recommendation: 


Your Committee, therefore, reiterates the recommendation adopt- 
ed last year, (cf. minutes page 73, recommendation No. 5): 


“That the committee shall have the right, in keeping with the 
action of Synod, to solicit additional voluntary contributions from 
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individuals, congregations and organizations to help pay the dif- 
ference between the cost and the receipts from sales.” 


Respectfully submitted on 

behalf of the Committee, 
(Signed) 

A. B. LENTZ, 

Secretary & Treasurer 


The recommendation was adopted. 
The Report of the Committee on Publications was presented. 


REPOKT OF THE COMMITTFE ON PUBLICATIONS 


The !atest and best, and most comprehensive commentary of the 
New Testament, is, according to various Lutheran Publication Houses, 
Dr. R. C. H. Lenski’s “Interpretation of the New Testament”. 


For learning to preach the Word of God in all its plainness, 
truth, and purity, we recommend Dr. Lenski’s “Ancient and Eisenach 
Gospel and Epistle Lessons”. They offer a wonderful help in ex- 
pository preaching. 


We also recommend “Explanation of the Book of Revelation”, 
by Dr. C. H. Little, Professor at the Lutheran Seminary, Waterloo, 
Ontario. He explains the book in a clear, concise, and Scriptural 
manner, etc., commended from the Lutheran Standard. 


“Wells of Salvation”, a sermon book on free texts for the whole 
Church Year, by Pastor Otto Bergfelder, a member of our Synod, 
contains plain Scriptural sermons, an ideal book for distribution among 
shutins. Lutheran Literary Board. 


We also recommend “For His Name’s Sake”, a book of daily 
devotions, taking the worshipper thru the New Testament in a year, 
by Martin Hegland, Ph.D., Professor of Religion, St. Olaf College. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. N. MARXEN 


We are all conscious and in intervals of concentrated parisn 
work grateful for the wealth of books within our potential reach. 
While some do insist, and they have been of old in good company, 
that ours is a dedication to a single Book, the “pearl of great price” 
is best appreciated in company. 


The following is not an attempt to report on all pertinent 
theological literature, but the result of a gleaner’s effort to find new 
settings for our common treasure. Nw great ministry will ever 
arise out of mere repetition. There must always be a rich moral 
soil of disciplined discipleship for any great spiritual growth. Ed- 
mund Schlink, professor of systematic theology, at the University 
of Heidelberg, has given us a fresh treatment of the theology of our 
Lutheran confessional writings. His book, Theologie der Lutheris- 
yes Beknntnisschriften, originated in the struggle of the German 

urch against the spiritual dominance of the Nazi state and couples 
cautious distrust of mere theological novelty with a vigorous 
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enthusiastic theological exposition of the authoritative confessions 
of our church. 


Ethelbert Stauffer’s book, Die Theologie des Neuen Testaments. 
on the other hand, is a provocatively broad study of the theology 
of the New Testament. The American pastor will be particularly 
struck by Stauffer’s use of a wealth of Jewish and Christian liter- 
ature and art, coins and monuments, which give his treatment an 
encyclopaedic breadth of perspective. 


No Lutheran pastor will wish to be unguided in regard to the 
continuing interest in the life and work of Martin Luther. Roland 
Bainton’s great book, Here I Stand, gives a competent and readable 
exposition of Luther’s theologica! thinking. You would have to go 
far to find a more lucid exploration of the issues which agitated the 
heart and mind of his era. This is required reading not only for 
preparation of Reformation Festival sermons, but it should be dif- 
fused in our preaching of the gospel. Warmly apologetic is This 
Is Luther, by Ewald M. Plass, whose interest is centered in the 
character of Luther. Add to it E. G. Schwiebert’s book Luther and 
His Times, which is the magnum opus of the long-time head of the 
history department of Valparaiso University, and you will find 
yourself well equipped for refreshing and vital study. 


If you are not yet acquainted with Philip Watson’s superb 
Let Ged Be God, do not fail to acquaint yourself with it. Its ex- 
position of Luther’s doctrine of God is applauded as one of the 
best. If this is to flow effectively into your confirmation teaching, 
accept the help of A. G. Joelsson’s A Boy Meets Luther. You wili 
find this translation from the Swedish to appeal to your boys and 
girls as few books on religion ever have. 


Authoritative and full of interest to the student of Scripture 
is William Foxwell Albright’s The Archaeology of Palestine. Any 
biblical book today is better understood because of the science of 
archaelogy, of which Albright is a recognized master. 


For restudy and refreshment in the great themes of the New 
Testament try St. Paul’s Gospel to the Romans, by Gwilym O. Grif- 
fith. This is not a commentary, but rather a theological exposition, 
extremely readable and stimulating. More systematic is Karl Heim’s 
Die Gemeinde des Auferstandenen, a series of lectures on I Corin- 

Here is scriptural exposition at its best. 


When channeling your own theological enrichment into your 
congregation you will be greatly helped by books like Norman 
Snaith’s 1 Believe In — or Harry C. Munro's Be Glad You're a Pro- 
‘estamt or Peter Marshall’s Mr. Jones, Meet the Master. 


All moral education requires the habitual vision of greatness. 
spiritual classics, like The Imitation of. Christ, by Thomas 4 
Kempis, The Introduction to the Devout Life, by Francis de Salles. 
* Purity of Heart, by Soren Kierkegaard will always enrich a 
rs thinking and preaching. Douglas Steere’s Doors Inte 

life Through Five Devotional Classics and Henry Scougal’s The 
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Life of God in the Soul of Man provide in readable form, with the 
necessary biographical information, an incentive to learn from 
the masters of the inner life. You will not want to miss The 
Valley of the Shadow by the energetic bishop of Hanover, Hans 
Lilje. Here is a moving expression of faith and courage by one who 
tested it in the face of death. Dorothy S. Kopplin’s little book, 
Something to Live By, is rich with a sincere philosophy of living. 
The introduction to this little volume, giving the occasion of its 
composition, may raise the sobering question, what could you have 
done under similar circumstances. | 


Among the books directly helpful in preparing the sermon is 
Evangelische Predigtlehre, by Wolfgang Trillhaas. The book at- 
tempts an actualization of the Lutheran conception of the Word in 
the sermon. This is a very useful volume. Poetic illustrations, if 
taken from good poetry, are always welcome aids to the preacher. 
John Oxenham has earned for himself a well deserved reputation as 
prophet of the Christian way of life. The little collection of his 
Selected Poems will amply repay the small investment. 


If you are dissatisfied with your oral delivery or your public 
reading of Scripture, you will find in Nedra Newkirk Lamar’s book, 
How to Speak the Written Word, a competent guide to real improve- 
ment. The content falls into three sections: What to emphasize; 
Phrasing; How to read the Bible. 


While our synodical interest is primarily centered in rural 
churches, attention should be called to an excellent volume on the 
church in the modern American city. Murray H. Leiffer, director of 
the Bureau of Social Research of Garrett Biblical Institute has 
given us such a book in The Effective City Church. This book con- 
cerns itself both diagnostically and practically with the problem of 
our changing society in its urban setting. You will not want to miss 
the stimulus of its reading. 


There is a new awakening to the importance of the rural com- 
munity in America today. Many secular treatments of the subject 
recognize the pivotal importance of the church in the reconstruction 
of wholesome community life. You may wish to consult Rockwell 
Smith’s provocative The Church in Our Town. Furthermore, in 
line with recent experiments in the revival of rural communities, a 
pastor in a small town may find a revitalized challenge in his ministry 
in R. W. Poston’s book, Small Town Renaissance. Somewhat on the 


same subject is Karle Hitch’s recent book, Rebuilding Rural America. 


It hardly seems necessary in this report to urge our brethren 
to subscribe to The Lutheran Quarterly. The stimulus of current 
thinking derived from the scholarly journal of our Lutheran church 
need only be experienced to effectively recommend itself. Not 
the least of the advantages of a journal are current book reviews 
which keep the reading clergyman appraised of the best publications 
in his field of interest. Those among our brethren who are interest- 
— in a journal which desires to bring to its readers information in 

e field of Biblical theology will find their interest fruitfully fur- 
thered in the quarterly journal, Interpretation. The editorial eoun- 
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cil consists of men of national standing. A quarterly pursuing the 
aims of a revival of theology, now in its seventh year of publication, 
is Theology Today. While this publication is primarily Presbyter- 
jan in point of view, it is characterized by a fidelity to a confessional 
conception of the Scriptures which generally touches our own. 


Most of us are familiar with current periodicals of wide cir- 
culation and a general protestant point of view. One of them, 
originating in Oberlin, Ohio, now in its eleventh year of publication, 
is Current Religious Thought. This monthly periodical specializes in 
the publication of significant speeches and sermons, and hence often 

makes available to the pastor the texts of important religious ad- 
dresses. 


In conclusion, it may be stated that this report is not an attempt 
to list all books in all fields of significance to pastors in our Synod, 
but an attempt to offer a program of reading which may supple- 
ment the suggestions made by the other members of the committee. 


Respectfully submitted 
R. R. SYRE 


Books are listed in order mentioned in above report. 


1. Theologie der Lutherischen Bekenntnis Schriften, by Ermund 
Schlink. Published by Chr. Kaiser Verlag, Munchen, 1948. 
434 pages. 12 marks. 


2. Die Theologie Des Neuen Testaments, by Ethelbert Stauffer. 
Published by C. Bertelsmann Verlag, Gutersloh. 
361 pages and pictures. } 


8. Here I Stand, A Life of Martin Luther, by Roland H. Bainton. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, New York, 1950. 422 pages. $4.75 


4. This Is Luther, by Ewald M. Plass. Concordia Publication House, 
St. Louis, 1948. 395 pages. $5.00. 


5. Luther and His Times, by E. G. Schwiebert. Concordia Pub- 


lication House, St. Louis, 1950. 892 pages. $10.00. 


6. Let God Be God. by Philip Watson. Muhlenberg Press, Phila- 
delphia, 1949. 203 pages. $2.50. 


7. A Boy Meets Luther, by A. G. Joelsson. Augustana Book Con- 
cern, 1950. 293 pages. $2.75. 


8. The Archaeology of Palestine, by William Foxwell Albright. 
Penquin Books, Harmondsworth, Middlesex, 1949. 271 pages. 


9. St. Paul’s Gospel to the Romans, by Gwilym O. Griffith. Basil 
— Oxford University Press, New York, 1949. 197 pages. 


0. Die Gemeinde den Auferstandenen by Kar! Hein. Published by 
Neubau - Verlag, Munchen, 1949. 271 pages. 12.60 marks. 
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I Believe In—, by Norman Snaith. S. C. M. Press Ltd., London 
1949, 


Be Glad You're A Protestant, by Harry C. Munro. The Bethany 
Press, St. Louis, 1948. 138 pages. $1.50. 


Mr, Jones, Meet the Master, by Peter Marshall. Fleming H. Re- 
vell, New York, 1949. 192 pages. $2.50. 


Doors Into Life Through Five Devotional Classics, by Douglas 
V. Steere. Harper and Brothers, New York, 1948. 189 pages. 
$2.00. 


The Life of God in the Soul of Man, by Henry Scougal, West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, 1948. 195 pages. $1.50. 


The Valley of the Shadow, by Hans Lilje. Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia, 1950. 128 pages. $1.35. | 


Something to Live By, by Dorothea S. Kopplin. Permabooks, 
14 West 49th. St., New York. 241 pages. 35c. ' 


Evangelische Predigtlehre, by Wolfgang Trillhaas. Published 
by Chr. Kaiser Verlag, Munchen, 1948. 219 pages. 


Selected Poems of John Oxenham, edited by Charles L. Wallis. 


Harper and Brothers, New York, 1948. xxvi and 178 pages. 
$2.00. 


How tb Speak the Written Word, by Nedra Newkirk Lamar. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 1949. 175 pages. $2.50. 


The Effective City Church, by Murray H. Leiffer. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, New York, 1949. 232 pages. $2.75. 


22. The Church in Our Town. by Rockwell Smith. Abingdon-Cokes- 


bury Press, New York, 1945. 


Small Town Renaissance, by R. W. Poston. Harper and Broth- 
ers, New York. $3.50. 


Rebuilding Rural America, by Earle Hitch. Harper and Broth- 
thers, New York. $3.50. 


RELIGIOUS JOURNALS 


The Lutheran Quarterly, office of publication at Seminary Hill, 
Gettysburg, Pa. 


Interpretation, office of publication at 3401 Brook Road, Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 


Theology Today, office of publication at P. O. Box 29, Prince 
ton, New Jersey. 


Current Religious Thought, office of publication at Current 
Religious Thought Press, Oberlin, Ohio. 


The Report of the Lutheran 
west Committee on the Circulation of the , 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE LUTHERAN i 
Your committee reports the following subscriptions received 1 
from our congregations as a result of THE LUTHERAN Synodical 4 | 
Plan“. The total number of subscriptions received this year repre- 1 
sents an increase of 53% over the number received last year. _ 
*Denotes 100% coverage. 
Northern Conference 
Bloomfield St. Mark’s 45 7 
Columbus 38 ] 
Creston és St. Peter’s 11 
Hooper ou 29 
Hooper Zion — 
Leigh _. 
Madison 12 
Niobrara 222 Niobrara Lutheran— 13 “| 
St. Johne 15 
Papillion Trinity 
Pilger St. Peter's 40 
Seribner (Ridgeley) ) St. Johns 16 
Scribner _ St. John’s 67* 
Platte Center — 47* 7 
Uehling _ St. Paul 
— 
694 
Southern Conference | 
Blue Hill 13 
Diner St. Paul's N . 
Gothenburg 
Grand Island 55 N 
Hastings 39 
Johnson i St. Matthew 11 
Lincoln 87 
Lodge Pole 2 Immanuel! | 
‘Northboro, Ia. 10 
Sterling _ 3 St. John’s 
Kansas Conference 
Darrouzett, Texas St. Paul’ 
Filis — Christ 
Hanover 
Lanham _____ St. John 
Lim __ St. Paul 
Oklahoma First 
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Stillwater, Okla. — Salem 10 
Wakeeney Zion 16 
569 569 
Grand Total 1599 
Recommendation: 


We wish to recommend that the Synod cooperate in the 
Synodical Plan for the promotion of The Lutheran. 


Respectfully submitted, 
‘ NORMAN F. SCHROEDER 


The Recommendation was adopted. 
The Report on Town and Country Church Institute was presented. 


REPORT OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
CHURCH CONFERENCE 


The Town and Church Conference met in Lincoln at the Agri- 
cultural College, June 29, 1950. Nine members were present at 
this meeting. Those present voted favorably to ask the following to 
appear on the January Conference program. 


Everett Mitchell, Chicago, III. 

Clyde Mitchell, Ag. College, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Claude Synder, St Louis, Missouri. 

Rev. Carlson, Augustana Lutheran Church. 
Ray McConnell, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Due to the inability of Everett Mitchell to attend, Dr. E. W. 
Mueller of our U. L. C. A. spoke to the conference. 


All who attended this Conference Janurary 17 and 18 were well 
satisfied with the program. However not very many did attend. 


A meeting was held at the Agricultural College April 24th to 
elect officers and to make plans for the 1952 conference, By common 
consent the date for our 1952 conference which will also be held on 
the University of Nebraska Campus was set for January 15th and 
16th. A copy of the program for this conference will be sent to all 
pastors of our synod living in Nebraska. 


We were all urged to ask of our respective church groups the 
assesment of .01 per communing member to help meet the expense 


— * — conference. For our synod this would be approximately 


Rev. R. H. Riensche of the American Lutheran church of Desh- 
ler, Nebraska was re-elected as pres dent. Mr. G. R. Davis, Rural 
Youth director of the Extension service of the University of Nebr- 
aska was re-elected Secretary. F. C. Nolte was elected Treasurer. 


Respectfully submitted, 
FREDERICK C. NOLTE 


| 
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The Reporter to the Kirchliches Monats Blatt presented his re- 
port orally. 


The committee on letters and Communications reported. 


THE COMMITTEE ON LETTERS & COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 


Letters of special greetings with the assurance of intercessory 
prayer on behalf of Synod and synodical business have been received 


from the following: 


Pastor L. Hopp; Pastor Paul Rowoldt; and Pastor Gustav K. 
Wiencke. 


Telegrams of Greetings and felicitat ons have been received from 
the following sister-Synods in session: 


Synod of Northwest at Racine, Wisc. 
Wartburg Synod at Milwaukee, Wisc. 
Illinois Synod at St. Lou's, Mo. 
Rocky Mountain at Cannon City, Colo. 
Texas Synod at Victoria, Texas. 


Telegrams of greetings and congratulations have been sent 
to: 


The Lutheran Synod of Texas, in session at Victoria, Texas, 
on its Centenary Jub lee; 


The Nebraska Conference-The Augustana Lutheran Church, 
. Holdrege. Nebraska; The Illinois Synod, St. Louis, Mo.; The Wart- 
burg Synod, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; The Synod of the Northwest, 
Racine Wisconsin; and the Rocky Mountain Synod, Canon City, 


We recommend that the Secretary send a letter of greetings 
and thanks to the Brethren: L. Hopp, Paul Rowoldt, Gustav Wiencke, 
P. Bieger, and E. Walter. 


Your Committee, 


THEO. G. KUEHNER 
CHRIST WENDLING 
H. J. DIEKHOFF 

H. O. RHODE 


The recommendation was adopted. 
The Report of the Committee on President's Report was present- 


COMMITTEE ON THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your committee has studied the President’s report and com- 
mends the inspirational content and ponts of urgency noted, tes- 
lifying to his faithfulness in the service of his call. 
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We recommend full cooperation of Synod and suggest a rising 


vote of thanks. 
Respecfully submitted, 

H. G. KNAUB 
GEORGE STEINERT 
HAROLD A. WAECHTER 
ED. SCHNEIDER 
W. F. v. CHURCHILL 
NORMAN E. SCHROEDER 


The Recommendation was adopted. 
The comittee on Resolutions reported. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 
Your Committee recommends the following. 


1. That Synod express its appreciation to St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Congregation for their hospitality shown during our stay here. 


2. That Synod express its appreciation to the organist, choir 
director, and choir for their fine mus cal contributions during the 
sessions. 

3. That Synod extend its sincere thanks to the ladies of St. 
Peter’s for their meals, housing and other courtesies shown. 


4. That we express our deepest appreciation to Pastor and Mrs. 
Duis for the gracious entertainment shown to members of Convention. 


5. That Synod express its gratitude and present a gift of $10.00 
te the Church Custodian. 


6. That Synod express its sincere appreciation to Dr. Conrad 
for his excellent presentation and inspiration, and that a copy of this 
resolution be sent to the President and the Secretary of U. L. C. A. 


7. That the Treasurer of Synod be instructed to pay the same 


honorariums as last year with the exception of the Vice President, 
who requested that it be not paid to him. 


8. That the Executive Committee appoint a special committee 
to restudy the honorariums granted and that they work toward the 
efid of a service of love in the Master’s Kingdom, and that the com- 
mittee report to the next convention. 


9. That the matter of Evangelism for the Blind be referred to 
the President for commendation. 


10. That Synod ‘nstruct the Executive Committee to appoint 3 
special committee to work under the direction of the Secretary of 
Social Missions and that this committee inform the Pastors and 
congregations of exist ng social problems and indicate ways in which 
Christian Social consciousness can be awakened and Christian 


11. That we the members of the Midwest Synod in convention 
action promoted. * 
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assembled at Hildreth, Nebraska having heard the splendid report of 
the work now carried on, under the Grace of God, and the temporary 
direction of Dr. M. Koolen since February 1, 1950, express 

to him and his board of directors, pledg‘ng them and their charges 
our continued support by prayer and gifts. 


Be it furthur resolved that in view of Dr. Koolen’s impaired 
health the Chaplain of Synod be asked to include in his petitions 
God’s help for his servants speedy recovery. 

Be it further resolved to instruct the Secretary of Synod to for- 
ward two copies of this resolution to Dr. Koolen, one of which is to 
be spread upon records of Tabitha Home. 


Respectfully submitted, 
KARL KOENIG 

A. B. J. LENTZ 
WALLACE J. WOLFF 
FRED BLOCH 
ORVILLE E. SCHULTZ 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 3 was adopted 

Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 5 was adopted. 

Reccommendation No. 6 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 7 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 8 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 9 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 10 was adopted. 

Recommendat on No. 11 was adopted. 

The motion was made that Synod express its appreciation to 
the Committee on the History of Synod for the excellent and tremen- 
dous amount of work done in the writing, publishing and distribution 
of the “History of Synod”. ) | 

The Recommendation was adopted. 

The committee on Excuses and Leave of Absences reported. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXPENSES AND LEAVE OF 
ABSENCES | 


Your committee on excuses and leave of absences recommends the 
following be excused from the Synod: 
P. Bieger (Retired) 
C. G. Wagner (Retired) 
F. Rabe (Retired) 
Wm. Harder (Retired) 
J. O. Krueger (Retired) 
P. Rowoldt, Sr. (Retired) 
E. Walters (Retired) 
K. Klinger (Retired) 
M. Koolen (Sick) 


O. Bergfelder (Retired) 

L. Hopp (Retired) 

F. C. Schuldt (Retired) 

J. M. Holzberger (Retired) 

E. Wendt (Retired) 

K. Vordermann (Retired) 

Fred Loeffler (Retired) 

F. Podzus (Retired) 

V. R. Pietzko (Sick) 

Gustav F. Duhrkop 

A. C. Baughman (In Minn. at son's graduation) 
T. Schmunk . 

J. Peil 

C. H. Kemper (In Hospital) 
Gustav Wiencke, Jr. (Distance) 
Henry D. Trawney (New Family) \ 
Paul O. Spehr (Retired) 

H. B. Pearson (Instructor) 
Levon Spath (Missionary) 
Waldorf Lau (In School) 

Paul Hansen (Missionary) 

W. Churchill (Funeral) 

E. Bastion (Graduating Exercise) 
M. Ritzen (Health) 

E. Petersen (Funeral) 

R. Ritzen (Funeral) 

Herman Goede (Wedding) 


Your Committee: 


RUDOLPH MOEHRING 
HENRY ROWOLDT 
HENRY DIETZ 

FRED STRASHEIM 

S. K. DEFREESE 


The Report was adopted. 
The following was moved and seconded. 


Resolved: That Synod express its appreciation to the Nebraska 
Conference of the Methdédist Church for deeding of their Church 
property at Ames, Nebraska to the Synod in the Midwest. 


It was moved to table the preceding motion. 
The motion to table was lost. 


The Resolution was lost. 


The motion was made that in the event the Nebraska Conference 
of the Methodist Church deeds the Church property at Ames, Neb- 
raska. to the Synod in the Midwest the President of Synod send 3 
let.er of appreciation to the Nebraska Conference of the Methodist 
Church. The motion was seconded and carried. 


It was moved that the laymen of Synod who labored so unstint- 
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to present the convention banquet be tendered a vote of thanks — 
the Synod now in session. The motion was seconded and carried, — 
It 


was moved to authorize the Executive Board to approve the 
minutes of last session. | 
The 
the 


session was adjourned:and the Convention was closed with f 
installation of officers by the convention Chaplain and the er. 
vices of the formal closing of Synod were conducted by the President. 


CERTIFICATION 
These minutes are certified to be the true copy of the true Re 


cord of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United Lath © 
eran Church in America, convening May 14, to May 17, 1951 at St © 
Peter's Lutheran Church, Hildreth, Nebraska, the Rev. Alfred J. 
Duis, Pastor. 
LORIN J. WOLFF 
WERNER P. WELCHERT 
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Program Of Services and Speakers 


COMMUNION SERVICE: Monday Evening, May 14, 8:00 
The Sermon: Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M., President of Synod. 
Liturgist: Pastor Werner P. Welchert, Secretary of Synod. 
ORDER FOR THE OPENING OF SYNOD. 


LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S BANQUET: Tuesday Evening, May 15, 
6:00 


MEMORIAL SERVICE: 4:45 P.M. Wednesday, May 16 
Sermon: Pastor Herman Goede, D.D. 
Liturgist: Pastor E. C. Hansen, S.T.D. 


IN MEMORY OF 
Pastor G. K. Wiencke, Sr., D.D. 


ORDINATION AND ANNIVERSARY SERVICE, 8:00 P.M. 
Ordination Sermon: Professor R. R. Syre, S. T. M. 
Liturgist: Pastor Norman Schroeder. 


Ordination Anniversary Address: Pastor R. M. Sauberzweig, Th. D. 


ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY > 
Pastor H. M. Biedenweg _. 25th Anniversary 
Convention Chaplain: Pastor T. H. Althof 
Convention Organist: Pastor Carl H. Goede 


0 
1 
* 
* 
1 
* 
| —120— 


PROCEEDINGS 
Of The 


SPECIAL SESSION 


Of The 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
Of The 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Held In 
Friedems Lutheran Church 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


September 6, 1950 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran Church in America met in Special Session on September 6, 
1950, in Friedens Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, Herman 
Goede, D.D., Pastor. 


At 10:00 A.M. the Rev. F. C. Schuldt, D.D., conducted the open- 
ing devotions, “In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost”. Hymm 198, “The Church’s One Foundation Is 
Jesus Christ, Her Lord”, was sung, and the Scripture, Ephesians 4:1 
ff. was read. Dr. Schuldt spoke to the Convention. He said among 
other statements, “Christian Unity is the fruit of the Holy Spirit”. 
He led in prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. Hymn 379, “Onward, Chris- 
tian Soldiers”, was sung. 


President Lorin J. Wolff conducted the service for the formal 
opening of Synod. 


I. ROLL CALL, Clerical and Lay delegates. 
The roll of Clerical delegates was called. (For those present, 
see list at the close of these minutes.) Sixty pastors responded 
to the roll call. The roll of lay delegates present at the reg- 
gular session of Synod, 1950, was called. (For those present, 
including alternates or new lay delegates from congregations, 
see list at the close of these minutes.) 


The motion was made, seconded, and carried to seat as lay dele-. 


gates, alternates and new delegates from various congrega 


By motion a number of lay visitors from various congregations 
an wewemed and 2 The guests were asked to 


It was announced that there were a number of our pre-theologieal 
and theological students present. They were welcomed as guests. 


The AGENDA was brought up for consideration. 
The motion prevailed to adopt the proposed agenda and that 
— 
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announcements about other synodical matters be after the main item 
of business of the day is completed. 


2. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS, President of Synod. 


President Wolff gave a brief historical review of the various 
events and actions leading up to this special session of Synod. He 
drew attention to the action of Synod in the 1949 Proceedings, page 
60. The purpose of the day’s session was made clear namely, that 
Synod instruct its representatives on the intersynodical committee to 
explore the “desirability and feasability” of merger on the question, 
whether or not, Midwest Synod will insist on the inclusion in the 
constitution of a proposed merged synod a statement restricting 
ministers from belonging to secret societies. 


3. THE OMAHA MEETING, General Impressions. 
Pastor Werner Welchert and Messrs. C. A. Myrom and Elmer 
Sasse gave their impressions. 


4. OBJECTIONS TO MERGER, OTHER THAN MINISTERIAL 
MEMBERSHIP IN SECRET SOCIETIES. 


Pastors Hansen and Jobman and Mr. Walter Jobman came for- 
ward to answer any questions that might be forthcoming. Pastor 
Hansen read a prepared statement giving his impressions of the 
reactions toward the obstacles which might hinder a merger. 


President Wolff read the list of nine obstacles. (See page 3 of 
pe Minutes of Intersynodical Merger Meeting submitted by R. L. 
obman.) 


“(1) Membership of pastors in secret societies. (2) Open Com- 
munion. (2) Pastors officiating at marriage of divorced persons. 
(4) Indiscriminate pulpit fellowship. (5) Use of wine at Synod- 
ical Comrhunions. (6) Procedure for entrance of pastors into 
Synod. (7) Right of women to be Synodical delegates to the 
U.L.C.A. Conventions. (8) Requirements for ministerial student 
aid, (9) Extent of instruction for reception of adult members 
who are non-Lutheran.” 


Pastor Richard Jobman drew attention to the fact that the nine 
points were recognized as possible obstacles, but were not considered 
by your Representatives of Synod on the Committee as insurmount- 


able since eight of them would likely not be written into a proposed 
constitution of merged synods. 


A number of questions were raised and the various points — 


cussed. The matter of open and closed Communion was defined 
discussed. 


5. HISTORICAL POSITION OF MIDWEST SYNOD on the 
matter of Pastors belonging to lodges. Reasons for this position 
were stated and discussed. 


Dr. Herman Goede welcomed Synod to Friedens Church for this 
special session. 


The following Committee on Excuses which served at the 1950 
Synod, Russell, Kansas, was reappointed to act as necessary: Pastors 


V. Moeller and F. Nolte, Jr., and Messrs, Jake Johansen, and Ed. 
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The Committee on Resolutions which served at the 1950 Synod 
in Russell, K was also reappointed. They were: Pastors E. 
Amend, C. H. Kemper, and N. Schroeder and laymen, Henry Gras- 
horn, C. A. Myrom, and Herman Suhr. 


Pastor Sauberzweig closed the morning session with prayer. 
NOON RECESS 


Synod reconvened at 1:10 P.M. 


The three Conference Presidents ed in prayer asking for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. ¢ 

The motion was made to set aside the order of business and 
point tm the Agenda at this time. Motion was seconded, 

was 


6. PRESENT POSITION OF SYNOD on matter of Pastors be- 
longing to lodges. 
The present position of Synod was discussed. 


It was requested that the section in our present constitution 
regarding secret societies be read. President Wolff read Article 
IX, A. Ministers, Paragraph 10, of our Synodical Constitution and 
also from the U.L.C.A. Constitution, Article 8, Section 6, regarding 


this matter. 
Certain statements from the Pittsburgh Agreement were read. 
A number of pastors expressed their conviction that even today 
pastors, because of their position as leaders and “shepherds”, must 
give a sure and clear witness that salvation comes only through 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and must, therefore, not be a member 
of any group that professes otherwise. 
The matter of memorializing the U.L.C.A. regarding the subject 
under discussion was suggested. a 
The motion was made requesting special order to consider 
memorializing the U.L.C.A. to clarify its position on ministers be- 
longing to secret societies. 
The Chair ruled the motion out of order. 
The Chair’s ruling was appealed. The Chair was sustained in 
his ruling. 
7. IS IT RIGHT TO LEGISLATE regarding pastors belonging 
to lodges? 
This subject was discussed by both pastors and laymen. 
8. INSTRUCTION TO SYNODICAL COMMITTEE. 


The motion was made and seconded to postpone any action re- 
oes instructing the Committee until the next regular session of 


The substitute motion was made and seconded that Synod instruct 
the Synodical Committee On Merger to proceed with negotiations of 
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merger on the basis of the retention of the clause on secret societies 
in the proposed constitution of the merged synods. 


Pastor Erich Peterson served notice that he would have a re- 
solution to present if the former two motions were lost. 


The motion prevailed calling for the previous question, namely, 
that Synod instruct the Synodical Committee on Merger to proceed 
with negotiations of merger on the basis of the retention of the 
clause on secret societies in the proposed constituton of the merged 


"synods. 


The substitute motion carried by a vote of 49 to 31. 


The motion was made that the committee work toward the end 
that the President of Central Seminary ne requested to appoint one of 
the professors on the staff to make an honest and exhaustive study 
of the lodge question and present his findings in written form to all 


the pastors of the three synods and their 1950 delegates. The motion 
was seconded. 


It was moved to amend the motion by striking the words, “Presi- 
dent of Central Seminary” and substituting, “The President of one 


of our Seminaries outside of our territory”. The amendment was 
seconded and carried. 


The motion prevailed to table the amended motion. 


The motion was made to instruct the merger committee in meet- 
ing with the other synodical merger committees to find out if the 
ether synods would be willing to include the position of the U. L. C. A. in 
regard to secret societies as presented in the Pittsburgh Agreement, 
the Washington Declaration, and in itz Constitution in the proposed 
constitution for the merged synods with the addition that discipline 
be exercised. The motion was seconded and carried. 


The motion was made, seconded and carried instructing the 
Merger Committee to give every indication of Synod’s sincerity to 
go ahead with merger on the basis of previous instructions. 


The motion prevailed that the Merger Committee suggest to the 
delegates of the other synods concerned to arrange at least one ses 


sion in which the three bodies shall have occasion to deliberate joint- 
ly about the lodge question. 


The Report of the Resolutions Committee was presented. 


REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


Resolved that the President of Synod express our gratitude to 
Friedens Church, to the ladies of the congregation, and to Pastor 
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and Mrs. Herman Goede for the hospitality extended to us during 
this special session of Synod. 
The Resolutions Committee: 


E. J. AMEND 

C. H. KEMPER 

N. SCHROEDER 
HENRY GRASHORN 
C. A. MYROM 
HERMAN SUHR 


The Committee on Excuses moved that we accept the excuses of 
Pastors Martin Schroeder, Jr. and William Goede, and Professor 
Baughman. The motion was seconde’ and carried. 


President Wolff expressed appreciation in behalf of Harlan Brei, 
Seminary Student, for Synod’s actions and prayers at Russell, Kansas, 
relating to him while he was in the Veterans Hospital in Lincoln, 


Nebraska. undergoing the amputation of one of his legs. 


Dr. Lentz presented a report regarding an assignment made to 
the Committee on the Ministry at the last Synod at Russell, Kansas. 


Announcements were made revarding the ordering and distri- 
bution of the History of the Midwest Synod. 


The Motion prevailed to adjourn the special session of Synod. 
President Lorin J. Wolff conducted the service for the closing of 


The minutes of the Special Synodical Session were read and ap- 


proved by the Executive Board on November 7, 1950. The Executive 


Board voted to present these minutes to Synod through the 1951 Pre- 
Convention Bulletin and that mimeographed copies be made available 


to all the Pastors of Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 
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PASTORS AND LAY DELEGATES 
present at the 
SPECIAL SESSION OF SYNOD 


September 6, 1950 


(For addresses of pastors present see 
pages 5-10 of 1950 Synodical Proceed- 


ings) 
PASTOR CONGREGATION & PARISH LAY DELEGATE 
& ADDRESS 

P. Bieger ..-Retired —_ . 

William Harder Retired 

J. O. Krueger Retired 4 a 

P. Rowoldt, Sr. Retired 

E. Walter Retired — 

M. Koolen Act. Dir., Tabitha Home 

H. L. Lenser Friedens, Home, Kansas 

F. C. Schuldt Retired . 

J. Goemmel Zion—Sutton, Nebr. 

J. N. Marken St. Paul's, Blue Hill, Nebr. . — man 

ue Hi 

J. Schrader St. Johannes, Lipscomb, Tex. Ed Schneider, 
Darrouzett, 

J. A. Bahns en St. Paul's— Hastings, Nebr. - ö 

R. Moehring Zion—-Wakeeney, Kansas Bert Deines, Wakeent) 

K. Vordermann 

H. O. Rhode St. Paul's Darrouzett, Tex. Henry G. Born, Dar- 
rouzett 

T. G. Kuehner Trinity, Tea, South Dakota 

M. A. Ritzen _Salem—Fontanelle, Nebr. Melvin R. Ruwe, 
Fontanelle 


M. Schroeder, Sr. St. Paul’s—Glenvil, Nebr. - 
St. John’s—Westboro, Mo. 


E. C. Hansen Lee Lutheran— Lincoln, 


Nebraska — 
A. B. J. Lentz Christ's Louisville, Nebr. 
H. J. Diekhoftf . St. John’s—Ohiowa, Nebr. Gus Thomas, Ohiows 
Herman Goede _____ Friedens—Lincoln, Nebr. 
C. H. Goede _ St. John’s—Auburn, Nebr _.. 
Fred H. Bloch Lutheran—Okla. City, 

la. 

H. M. Biedenweg St. Peter’s—Falls City, Nebr, Nelson Merz, 


St. Peter's Pender, Nebr 
R. M. Sauberzweig __ St. Johannes, Otoe, Nebr. — Harry Ross, Otoe 
C. H. Kemper St. Paul's Linn, Ks. 


Fd. J. Amend 


— 


— Salem —Stillwater, Okla. 
Frederick Freytag Trinity—Russell, Kansas 
— Joens St. John’s—Scribner, Nebr. _ | 
rge Herber Christus Pierce, Nebr. Walter Bockelmam 


Pierce 
C. R. Goldenstein Trinity Columbus, Nebr. George Engel, Col 


umbus 
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Niobrara Luth.— Niobrara, 


—ũ3ułl 


Nebraska. ___ Ben Isaacson, Niobrara 1 
Good Shepherd Lindy, 
Nebraska 
Lorin J. Wolff -..... President sis 
Alfred Duis St. Peter’s—Hildreth, Nebr. . 
V. F. Churchill _____ St. Peter’s—Creston, Nebr. _ Walter Feye, Creston | 
St. Paul’s—Leigh, Nebr. _. , 
Theodore Althof. St. John’s—Russell, Kansas 


Arthur W. Huneke St. John’s—Lanham, Nebr. August Brei, Odell 
Hugo H. F. Welchert St. Paul's Hooper, Nebr. _ Henry Wobken, 


Scribner 
St. Paul’s—Uehling, Nebr. - 


R. R Syre ___ — Central Luth. Sem., Fre- 
Henry D. Trawney __ St. Johannes, Sterling, Nebr. Oliver Wolff, Sterl- 


ing 


Richard Jobman St. John's— Norfolk, Nebr. Diek Glaser, 2005 
Madison, Norfolk 


— — — — — 


Fred Ollendorf _____ St. Paul’s—Northboro, Iowa | 
Paul Moessner . Zion’s—Hooper, Nebr. Herman Suhr, Scribner _ 

Wallace J. Wolff ___Trinity—Winside, Nebr. __ Manley Wilson, Win- * 

side 

Henry O. Rowoldt St. Paul's— Emerson, Nebr. Herb. H. Wischhof, 
Emerson 


Walter E. Rowoldt __ St. Mark’s—Pender, Nebr. - 


* de Freese ____ Redeemer’s, Wayne, Nebr. 
erner P. Welchert _Trinity—Papillion, Nebr. Rudolph Laschansky, 


Papillion 2 
Paul de Freese — First St. Paul's — Hastings, 

Hastings 


Robert Shirck _____ St. John’s—Bennington, 
Nebraska Elmer Holstein, Ben- 


nington 
P. O. Anderson St. John's Schuyler, Nebr. Carl Schmale, Schuyler 
St. Matthew's— Pleasant 
„%; e Walter Meyer, Dodge 


George Housewright St. John’s—Scribner, Nebr. Adolph Havekost, 
Scribner 


_Henrv Grashorn, 
Pilger 
St. Luke’s—Stanton, Nebr. . Walter Muhs, Stanton 


Frederick Nolte, Ir. Zion Emerald, Nebr. ---- 


Norman Schroeder Immanuel, Lodgepole, Nebr. Richard Rartley, 
Lodgepole 


Ralph Ritzen St. Peter’s—Pilger, Nebr. 


Grace—Chappell, Nebr. --- 


Edwin Bastian Matthew’s—Johnson, 
Earl Heuser Zion—Hanover, Kansas ....Wm. Von Waaden, 
Hanover, Ks. 
Immanuel—Rt. 1 Hastings, 3 
Nebraska Edwin Prante, Rt. 1, 
Hastings 
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St. Mark’s—Bloomfield, 
Nebraska Jake Johansen, 


Bloomfield 
Messiah— Grand Island, 
Nebraska —— William Horst, Grand 


Island 
Grant Van Boening St. John's — Columbus, Nebr. Ray Klug, Columbus 
St. Paul's— Diller, Nebr. Elmer Sasse, Fairbury 
Zion's— Gothenburg, Nebr. Walter Jobman 
Gothenburg 
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Statistical Tables 
January 1 to December 31, 1950 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE MIDWEST 
SYNOD. JULY 1, 195¢ TO JUNE 30, 1951 
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TABITHA 
HOME 


Lincoln, Nebraska 


oun Synod’a Chia} 
Wonk of Mancy 


Acting Superintendent, M. Koolen, D. D. 


Four Support of Tabitha Home is your Expression of your 
11 What you do for the unfortunate. you do 
or Christ’’. 


- A Home For - 


The HOMELESS AGED 
The HELPLESS 
The ORPHAN 
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For Christ and Country 


MIDLAND COLLEGE TRAINS 


men and women to love Christ and serve their country, 
with all their heart: LOYALLY; 

with all their mind: INTELLIGENTL‘; 

with all their strength: POWERFUL! Y; 


§ FOR CHRIST 


From Midland College there has been going forth, and must 
continue to go forth, a stream of intelligent and conseerated 
young men and women, qualified and determined to serve Christ 
in the ministry and in all walks of life. 


FOR COUNTRY 


In putting Christ into the hearts and minds of her students, 
Midland College is putting the steel of truth and integrity and 
the cement of loyal citizenship into American life. 


For Literature Write to 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 
Fremont, Nebraska 


An accredited, four-year, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 
added departments of business, education, music and journalism. 


THE REV. W. P. HIERONYMUS, Ph.D., President \ 


CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL 


SEMINARY 
(Successor to Western Theological Seminary) 
Fremont, Nebraska 
ommitted to the training of well-rounded and effective 
pastors for our day. 


ssential to the development and strengthening of th- 
Lutheran Church in our vast territory. 


ames among its graduates worthy leaders in the various 
N phases of the work of the Church. 


Contensions. 


esolute in its purpose to become increasingly worthy of 
R the Church’s increased support. 


. nimated by the spirit of missions—a love for Christ and 


for souls. 


Address inquiries to President E. Bryan Keisler 
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THE DIVISION OF APPORTIONED BENEVOLENCE 


RECEIVED 


BY MIDWST SYNOD, FOR EACH $100 


FOR SYNOD’S BUDGET 
Synodical Home Missions_$ 4.55 


Midland College 16.53 
Central Seminary ...... 7.86 
Beneficiary Education .. 2.32 
Tabitha Home 1.49 


| Social Missions-Welfare _ 2.03 
} Synodical Administration 3.51 


President's Office ...... 5.70 
Synodical Paper 66 


Lutheran Student Work 53 


— — <A9 


— — 


Midland College 20,000 16.53% 
Central Seminary 9.500 7.86% 
Beneficiary Education 33 2300 2.32% 
Tabitha Home 1800 149% 
Social Missions 2450 2.038% 
Synodical Relief -. 5 450 
Welfare Work 2,000 
Synodical Administration 4.250 3.51% 
President’s Office i, 6,900 5.70% 
Salary . — 5,000 
nses * — 734 
Clerical Help 4 300 
Pensions FPP. 266 
Parsonage 
| Repayment & Maintenance — 600 
Synodical Pape 800 566% 
Lutheran Student Work 650 53% 
Stewardship 600 <A9% 
For Midwest Synod 4 $ 55,250 45.67% 
For U.L.C.A. 2 65,718 54.33% 
TOTAL $120,968 100.00 7 
Per Communing Member 
Midwest Synod $ 14.80 
U.. C. A. 5.70 
TOTAL ol $ 10.50 


IN 1953 


‘FOR ULCA’S BUDGET 
American Missions 15.26 
Foreign Missions — 12.69 
Social Missions ....----- 1.02 
Deaconess Work 18 
Pensions & Relief 4.98 
Christian Higher Educ. 2.05 
Parish Education 1.02 
ULCA Administration .. 1.07 
Committees & 

Appropriations .....-. 1.26 
Biennal Convention 
National Luth. Council — 2.7 
Part II of Budget 10.80 


TOTAL 


— — 


| Synodical Budget For 1953 
| Percent of 
Total 
Apport 
dle Home Missions —— ͥꝗæ 8 5,500 4.55 
| 
| | 
| 
| . 
| 
Stewardship 
| TOTAL $45.67 
—— 
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Proceedings 
OF THE 
Sixty-Third Annual Convention 
OF THE 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod In The 

Midwest 

OF THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

HELD IN 


Frieden’s Lutheran Church 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
May - 15, 1952 


The 


Rev. Herman M. A. Goede, D.., 
Pastor 


of 
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FRIEDEN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


BRIEF HISTORY OF CHURCH 


“The beginnings of Frieden’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, humanly viewed, were truly small and in- 
significant. Ten ‘Volga German’ fathers with their families, gath- 
ered at the home of Adolph Lebsack for worship, as they were de- 
termined not to surrender their Lutheran Heritage. Later, on 
February 15, 1907, they came together again at the home of Jacob 
Muller for the purpose of organizing a Lutheran Congregation. 
Pastor R. Pfeiffer, Field Missionary of Midwest and Wartburg 
Synods, acted as Chairman. After the organization was completed 
and the Constitution was signed by 72 members, that is families, 
Pastor Pfeiffer served this little flock until a regular Pastor could 
be called. The first services were held in an abandoned Church on 
Third and B Streets. Then, in a congregational meeting on March 3, 
1907, it was unanimously resolved’ to build a Church on the corner 
lot of Sixth and D streets. The contract was given to Jacob Roeh- 
rich. The cornerstone was laid April 14, 1907, with the assistance 
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of E. Pfeiffer, G. F. Muller, L. P. Ludden, D. D., 
dedication of the sanctuary took place December 
meantime, the membership had risen to 305 
extended and accepted by Pastor J. F. Krueger, who had entered 
upon his duties on April 30, 1907. 


“A Sunday School, Young People’s Society, and a Choir were 
the auxiliaries which were organized right from the beginning. 
Later, others, such as the Ladies Aid, The Luther League, and the 
Women’s Missionary Societies, both Senior and Young Women’s, 
were called into being. The Board of Home Mission and Church 
Extension supported this promising work substantially from its 
inception. On April 18, 1914, the congregation decided to be self- 
supporting. January 12, 1925, Frieden’s suffered severe damage 
on its church property, when a fire destroyed a large portion of the 
interior. The Church was renovated forthwith, and a new pipe or- 
gan installed. 


The following Pastors served Frieden's: E. Pfeiffer, J. F. 
Krueger, Martinus Koolen, D. D. (two terms), R. Kuehne, and Her- 
man Goede, D. D., Pastor incumbent.“ 


Quoted from “Story of the Midwest Synod” 
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MIDWEST. 
LINCOLN, NEBR. 


THE 63RD ANNUAL CONVENTIO 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 


SYNOD 
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Ebenezer 


“Let a man so account of us as of 
the ministers of Christ, and stewards of 
the mysteries of God. Moreover it is re- 
quired in stewards that a man be found 
faithful.” 


DEDICATED TO THE BRETHREN 


F. RABE, D. D. 
ON THE 
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS ORDINATION 


OTTO BERGFELDER 
ON THE 
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS ORDINATION 


AND 


VICTOR MOELLER 
JACOB PEIL 
R. M. SAUBERZWEIG 
WILLIAM GOEDE 
EDWARD AMEND 


ON THE 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR ORDINATION 


i! 

| 

| 1 
** 
F. Rabe, D. D. Otto Bergfelder 


William Goede 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 
Pastor's Name Lay Delegate’s AY 
and © an Name and and 
1. P. Bieger 1888 1903 — Retired 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
2. C. G. Wagner 1 Retired 
804 East Arch St. ’ 
Jerseyville, III. 
3. F. Rabe, D.D. 1892 1906 Retired 
2908 S. 25th 
Lincoln, Nebr 
4. Wm. Harder 1903 1894......... Retired 
Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Neb. 
5. J. O. Krueger 1896 1923—— Retired ‘ 
6409 Logan Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
6. P. Rowoldt Sr. 06 EEE Retired 
8210 Summit Blvd. 
Lincoln, 2, Nebraska. 
7. E. Walter, D.. ̃ Retired 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
8. K. Klinger . Retired 
54 S. Greenwood Ave. 
Pasadena, California 
9. M. Koolen, D.. 1900 Retired 
1633 Van Dorn St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
10. O. Bergfelder 1902 1924----- Retired 
255 11th N. W. 
Waverly, lowa 
ll. M. A. Jensen Emmanuel (Supply) 
Route 1 Hastings, Nebraska 1906 
Hastings, Nebraska i 
12. H. L. Lenser Frieden’s* 1885 
Home, Kansas Home, Kansas . 
Retired 
340 West 5th Street 
Fremont, Nebraska 
14. J. Goemmel (Deceased Nov. 9, 1952) 
Sutton, Nebraska 
15. J. M. Holzberger 1906 1903933 Retired 
Home 
incoln, Nebraska , 
16 J. N. Marxen 241916... St. Paul's 
Linn, Kansas Linn, Kansas 1916 
F. W. O. Zahlis, KT. M. 1906 1939 —— -Retired 
Retired 
"Congregations not affiliated withSynod 
am 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 83 § Lay Delegate’s Congregation 3 
and © aa Name and and 2 
Address 13 Address Parish 
6 
19. J. Schrader, D.D. 1909 1909 Ed Schneider St. John’s 
Lipscomb, Texas Darrouzett, Tex. Lipscomb, Texas 1915 
20. Chr. Rautenstrauss 1910 1909 .___Retired 
6180 West 40 Ave. 
Wheat Ridge, Colo. 
21. J. A. Bahnsen 1910 1909 John Kothe St. Paul’s | 
506 New York Ave. R. Route No. 1 Hastings, Nebraska 1890 
Hastings, Nebraska Hastings, Nebr. 
22. R. Moehring 1910 1910 Henry Schneider Zion’s 
Wakeeney, Kansas Wakeeney, Kas. Wakeeney, Kansas 1905 
23. K. Vordermann 1910 -.._Retired 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
24. Fred Loeffler 1913 1915- ._..- Retired 
316 East Grant 
Fowler, Colorado 
25. F. Podzus 1913 1913 be ~Retired 
211 W. 12th. St. 
Hutchinson, Kansas 
26. H. O. Rhode 1914 1914 Fred Born St. Paul’s 
Darrouzett, Texas F ollett, Texas Darrouzett, Texas 1919 
27. T. G. Kuehner 1915 1948----- Trinity 
Tea, South Dakota Tea, S. D. 1889 
28. M. A. Ritzen, D.D. 1916 1941 Luther Monke Salem 
Fontanelle, Nebr. Nickerson, Nebr. Fontanelle, Nebr. 1860 
29. M. Schroeder, Sr. 1917 1916 Wessel Murman St. Paul’s 
A.M., D.D. Glenvil, Nebr. Glenvil, Nebraska 1878 
Glenvil, Nebraska 
30. F. W. Nolte, D.D. 1917 1917. t. John’s 
Westboro, Missouri Westboro, Mo. 1886 
31. V. R. Pietzko 1917 1917 1 
1500 W 3rd Street 
Hastings, Nebraska 
32. E. C. Hansen, S. T.D. 1919 1919 United Lutheran 
2810 Sumner St. Lincoln, Nebraska 1916 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
33. Ch. (Maj.) Gustav 7. . 8. Army Chaplain 
Duhrkop 0-502073, 1919 1919 
307 Replacement Depot 
A.P.O. 872 % Postmaster 
New York, N. Y. 
34. A. B. J. Lentz, D.D.1919 1919 Christ's 
Louisville, Nebr. Louisville, Nebr. 1890 
35. H. J. Diekhoff 1920 1920 Wm. H. Weiss St. John’s 
Ohiowa, Nebraska Ohiowa, NebraskaOhiowa, Nebraska 1890 
36. E. Moede 1920 1943 Gerald Kolbo Resurrection ö 
Gretna, Nebraska Gretna, Nebraska Gretna, Nebraska 1910 
37. A. C. Baughman 


1921 


1024 E. 10th Street 
Fremont, Nebraska 


Midland College 
Fremont, Nebraska 


1949 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


52. 


aig 


1 


wea? 7 


and = Name and and E 
Address E 2 Address Parish 
38. Herman Goede, D.D.1922 1922 Rueben Lebsack Frieden’s 
| 540 D. St. 1711 S. 22nd St. Lincoln, Nebr. 1907 
Lincoln, Nebr. Lincoln, Nebr. 
89. T. Schmunk 1922 1942- Leave of absence 
724 Duel St. 
Fort Morgan, Colo. 
40. Paul C. Kuehner 1923 1952 John Weers St. Paul's 1889 
Diller, Nebraska Diller, Nebr. Diller, Nebr. 
41. C. H. Goede 1924 1924— t. John's“ 
Auburn, Nebraska Auburn, Nebraska 1866 
42. Karl Koenig 1924 1924 Karl Burmeister St. John’s 
Yutan, Nebraska Wahoo, Nebr. Yutan, Nebraska 1901 
43. Fred H. Bloch, A.M.1924 1942 Karl Friedemann Salem 
105 Duck St. 416 Ramsey St. Stillwater, Okla. 1911 
Stillwater, Okla. Stillwater, Okla. Zion’s Perry, Okla. 1892 
Karl F. Hering , 1925 1952 Henry Saathoff Zions * 
Rural Route Steel City, Nebr. Diller, Nebraska 1910 
Diller, Nebraska 
H. M. Biedenweg 1926 1926 Albert Merz St. Peter's 
Falls City, Nebr. R.F.D. Falls City, Nebr. 1871 
Falls City, Nebr. 
F. W. Henkel 1926 1951 Gene Brack St. Mark 
2011 30th St. Hoisington, Kans.. Great Bend, Ks. 1952 
Great Bend, Kansas 
47. V. Moeller 1927 1927 Carl Wichman St. Peter's 
Route 3 Pender, Nebr. Route 3 N 
Pender, Nebraska Pender, Nebraska 1888 
48. J. Peil 1 Inactive 
Ayr, Nebraska 
49. R. M. Sauberzweig, 1927 1938 Jesse Sporhase St. John's 1901 
Th. D. Syracuse, Nebr. Otoe, Nebraska 
Otoe, Nebraska 
50. Wm. Goede 1927 1942 Ernest Armbrus- Christ Lutheran 
Ellis, Kansas ter Ellis, Kansas 1907 
Ellis, Kansas 
51. Ed. J. Amend, Th. D. 1927 1945 Gus Albers Christ Lutheran 
Wisner, Nebraska Wisner, Nebr. Wisner, Nebraska 1887 
Fred Kern 1927 1952. 8 Serving the National 
Avenida, Las Estancias Lutheran Council 
La Campifia, Villa Carmen 
Caracas, Venezuela 
53. Frederick Freytag 1928 1950 Trinity“ 
Russell, Kansas Russell, Kansas 1878 
Herman Joens 1929 1949Bernard Von Seg- St. John's 2 
Scribner, Nebraska gern Seribner, Nebr. 1901 
Seribner, Nebr. 
*Congregations not affiliated with 
Synod 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 33 4 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 4% 
and 1 an Name and and 45 
Address — § 2 Address Parish 2 
6 
55. George Herber Christ Lutheran 
Pierce, Nebraska Pierce, Nebraska 1905 
56. C. R. Goldenstein 1931 1931 — Trinity 
2010 9th Street Columbus, Nebr. 1928 
Columbus, Nebr. 
57. Erich Petersen 1931 1948 Rayder Benson Niobrara Lutheran 
Niobrara, Nebraska Niobrara, Nebr. Niobrara, Nebraska 1896 
Harold Wiech- | Good Shepherd 
mann Lindy, Nebraska 1942 
R. F. D. 4 
Bloomfield, Nebr. 
58. Lorin J. Wolff 1934 1931 .....PRESIDENT OF 
S. T. M. SYNOD 
1812 D. Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
59. Alfred Duis 1934 1934 Burton Vannier St. Peter's 
Hildreth, Nebr. Hildreth, Nebr. Hildreth, Nebr. 1901 
60. Henry Knaub 1935 1935 Carl Schroeder St. Mark’s 
Bloomfield, Nebr. — Bloomfield, Nebr. Bloomfield, Nebr. 1906 
61. Warren F. Churchill 1935 1935 Fred Walters St. Peter’s 
Creston, Nebraska Creston, Nebr. Creston, Nebr. 1909 
Otto Loseke St. Paul’s 
Leigh, Nebr. Leigh, Nebraska 1881 
62. Theodore Althof 1936 1949 Herman Lang- St. John’s 
Russell, Kansas holz Russell, Kansas 1900 
West Wichita Ave. 
Russell, Kansas 
63. Arthur W. Huneke 1936 1948 George Wehling St. John’s 
Lanham, Nebraska Lanham, Nebr. Lanham, Nebraska 1885 
64. Louis H. deFreese 1936 1952 Lloyd Lewallen 
228 N. E. 16th St. 3301 N. W. 24th First Lutheran 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Oklahoma City, Oklahoma City, Okla. 1902 
Oklahoma 
65. Hugo H. F. Welchert 1938 1938 August Weit- St. Paul’s 
Hooper, Nebraska zenkamp Hooper, Nebraska 1870 
| R.F.D. 
Scribner, Nebr. 
Adolf Stover St. Paul’s 
Oakland, Nebr. Uehling, Nebraska 1879 
Central Lutheran Seminary 
1605 N Keene Fremont, Nebraska ö 
Fremont, Nebraska 
67. Gustav Wiencke, Jr. 1938 Parish and Church School 


Th. D. 
1228 Spruce St. 
Philadelphia 7; Pa. 


1938 


Board 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 33 
and 
Address 2 


Ordina 


Lay Delegate“ Congregation § 
oo Name and and 
42 Address Parish 


sif 
11 
— 
— 
1903 60. 
1928 
70. 
1896 
1 
1942 
72. 
73. 
70 
* n. 
1906 
190 
eos 
902 
870 
81. 
ary 82. 
853. 
84. 


Henry D. Trawney 1988 
Sterling, Nebraska 
Richard Jobman 1940 
302 S. Second St. 
Norfolk, Nebraska 


Fred Ollendorf 1940 
Northboro, Iowa 

Paul Moessner, A.M. 1940 
Hooper, Nebraska 
Wallace J. Wolff 1941 
Winside, Nebraska 
Walter E. Rowoldt 1942 
Pender, Nebraska 


S. K. de Freese 1942 
Wayne, Nebraska 


Werner P. Welchert 1943 
623 S. Madison St. 
Papillion, Nebr. 

Paul O. Spehr, Jr. 1943 
Lutheran Mission 
Monrovia, Liberia, 
Africa 

H. B. Pearson 1943 
Minot, North Dakota 

Paul de Freese 1943 
615 North Burlington 
Hastings, Nebraska 

M. W. Peterson 1944 
Platte Center, Nebr. 


Levon Spath 1945 
Calle Zarate 867-Dpt. 
B Villa Progresso 
San Martin F. C. C. A.- 


1950 Kenneth Beaver St. John’s 2 

Sterling, Nebr. Sterling, Nebraska 1883 
1940 R. E. Glaser St. John’s 

305 Madison Ave. Norfolk, Nebraska 1902 

Norfolk, Nebr. 
— v St. Paul's“ 

Northboro, Iowa 1902 

1940 Herman Suhr, Jr. Zion's 

Hooper, Nebr. Hooper, Nebraska 1887 
1941 Charles Unger Trinity 

Winside, Nebr. Winside, Nebraska 1901 


St. Mark’s* 
Pender, Nebraska 1916 
1943 Wm. Meyer Redeemer’s 
Wayne, Nebr . Wayne, Nebraska 1889 
1943 E. Donald Schmidt Trinity 
Springfield, Nebr. Papillion, Nebr. 1908 
—— Foreign Missionary 
Liberia, Africa 
1945 Dakota Lutheran High 


School, Minot, N. D. 


1950 John H. Hueske First St. Paul's 
Rt. No. 1 Hastings, Nebraska 1878 


Hastings, Nebr, 
Platte Center, Nebr. 1883 


Madison, Nebraska 1902 


| _Foreign Missionary 
Argentina 


“| 


Argentina, South America 


Waldorf Lau 1945 
611 N. Lexington 
Hastings, Nebraska 

Robert Shirck, S.T.M. 1945 

Nebraska 


P. O. Anderson 1945 
Schuyler, Nebraska 

Grant Van Boening 1946 
Columbus, Nebraska 


1948 Ralph Van Boen- (Supply) 

ing St. Paul's 

Blue Hill, Nebr. Blue Hill, Nebraska 1898 
1948 George Steinert St. John’s 


Rt. No. 7 Bennington, Nebr. 1898 
Omaha, Nebr. 
1949 Emil Bruns St. John’s 


Schuyler, Nebr. Schuyler, Nebraska 1894 


1959 Siebert Engel St. John's 
Route 1 Columbus, Nebr. 1881 


Columbus, Nebr. 
»Congregations not affiliated with Synod. 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 
and 
Address 


11 Lay Delegate’s 
2 Name and 
2 Address 


— 


Congregation 
and 
Parish 


95. 


96. 


George Housewright 1946 
Scribner, Nebraska 


Ralph Ritzen 
Pilger, Nebraska 


1947 


Frederick Nolte, Jr. 1947 
Route 6 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Norman Schroeder 1948 
lodgepole, Nebraska 


Paul Hansen 1948 
29th North Street 
Georgetown, 

British Guiana, So. Am. 

Edwin P. Bastian 1949 
Johnson, Nebraska 

Martin Schroeder, Jr. 1949 
120 W. 7th Street 
Grand Island, Nebr. 


Earl Heuser 1950 
Hanover, Kansas 

Philip C. Biblehimer 1951 
Gothenburg, Nebr. 

Louis L’heureux 
14 Lincoln Street 
New Haven, Conn. 

Daniel C. Schroeder 1952 
Emerson, Nebr. 

Frederick J. Wolff 1952 
Hoisington, Kansas 


1951 


Supplied 
Supplied 


Supplied 
Supplied 


1949 Adolph Havekost 
Scribner, Nebr. 


St. John’s (Ridgeley) | 
Scribner, Nebraska 1874 

St. Matthew’s (Pleasant 

Valley) 


North Bend, Nebr. 1890 
1947 Ernest Heller St. Peter’s 
Pilger, Nebr. Pilger, Nebraska 1900 
St. Luke’s 
Stanton, Nebraska 1905 
1947 _Zion’s* 
Emerald, Nebraska 13885 
1948 Harry Lee Immanuel 
Lodgepole, Nebr. Lodgepole, Nebraska 1920 
A. R. Fenster Grace 
Chappell, Nebr. Chappell, Nebraska 1941 
1948. Foreign Missionary 
British Guiana 
1949 St. Matthew’s* 
Johnson, Nebraska 1906 
1949 Howard Peterson Messiah 
1522 W. ist St. Grand Island, Nebr. 188 
Grand Island, 
Nebr. 
1950 Henry Neuman Zion's 
Hanover, Kansas Hanover, Kansas 1875 
1951 Jurgen Franzen Zion's 
Gothenburg, Nebr. Gothenburg, Nebr. 1887 


1951— 


Board of Foreign Missions 


Japan. 


1952 John Ruge St. Paul's 
Emerson, Nebr. Emerson, Nebr. 1886 
1952 August Yokel Emmanuel 
Hoisington, Ks. Hoisington, Kansas 1924 
Zion's 
Sutton, Nebraska 1896 
First Lutheran 1880 
Syracuse, Nebr. 
St. John's“ (rural) 188 
Ohiowa, Nebr. 
Robert Totten Resurrection 
Ames, Nebr. Ames, Nebraska 1952 


*Congregations Not affiliated with Synod. 
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Directory of Synod 


1952 - 1953 


OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 


President—Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M., 1812 D. Street, Lincoln, 
Nebr. Phone 25821. 


Vice 3 Richard L. Jobman, 302 S. 2nd St., Norfolk, 
r. 


Secretary—Rev, Werner P. Welchert, 623 S. Madison, Papillion, Nebr. 


Treasurer — Mr. Carl Grothen. 916 N. Burlington Aven., Hastings, 
Nebraska. 


Statistician, Archivist, Necrologist— Rev. E. C. Hansen, S. T. D. 
2810 Sumner St., Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Senior Ministerii— The Very Reverend Paul Bieger, Tabitha Home, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Lay Members—Mr. William Horst, 204 W. 10th St., Grand Island, 
Nebraska; Mr. Walter Jobman, 1415 Avenue F. Gothenburg, 
Nebraska. 


OFFICERS OF CONFERENCES 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE— 
President—Rev. Alfred Duis, Hildreth, Nebraska. 
Secretary—Rev. Philip C. Biblehimer, Gothenburg, Nebraska. 


Treasurer—Rev, J. A. Bahnsen, 506 New York Ave., Hastings, 
Nebraska. 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE— 
President—Rev. W. F. Churchill, Creston, Nebraska. 
Secretary—Rev. Wallace J. Wolff, Winside, Nebraska, 
Treasurer—Rev. Walter E. Rowoldt, Pender, Nebraska. 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE— 


President—Rev. Fred H. Bloch, A. M., 105 Duck Street, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. 


Secretary—Rev. A. W. Huneke, Lanham, Nebraska. 
Treasurer—Rev. W. O. Zahlis, S. T. M., Ellis, Kansas. 


MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
Editor: Rev. Paul G. Moessner, A. M., Hooper, Nebraska. 
Manager: Rev. W. F. Churchill, Creston, Nebraska. 


Subscription Manager: Miss Tillie Krambeck, Gretna, Nebraska. 
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BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 


(Indicates a second term. Indicates an incomplete term.) 


INTRA-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


1. 


2. 


6. 
7. 


Minis 

The 3 M. A. Ritzen (58**), H. Goede (547), F. W. 
Nolte, Sr. (54), A. B. J. Lentz (557), R. R. Syre (5577). 
Home Missions 

The Pastors: H. Welchert (53), T. Althof (54), W. Rowoldt (55). 
The Messrs: August Brei (53), Dick Glaser (54). 

Evangelism 3 
The Pastors: M. Schroeder, Jr. (53), Erich Petersen (547%, 
F. Bloch (55**). 

The Messers: Ray Spath, Walter Luckey. 

Stewardship 

The Pastors: H. Knaub (53°*), F. Ollendorf (54**), G. Van 
Boening (55). 

The Messrs: C. Bower (53**), Howard Peterson (54), Jake 
Johansen (55). 

New Congregations and Constitutions 

The Pastors: T. Kuehner (53), G. Herber (54**), H. J. Diek- 
hoff (55°*). 

The Messrs- Jacob Ziemer, Frederick Spethman 

Conference Protocol 

Conference Secretaries 

Publicity 


The Pastors: Editor of Midwest Lutheran, V. Moeller (54). 


INTER-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


1. 


3. 


4. 


6. Central Lutheran Seminary (four year 


Midland College 
The Pastors: W. Churchill (53**), R. Jobman (54**). 
The Messrs: Martin Koolen, Jr. (55), John Hueske (56). 
Tabitha Home | 
The Pastors: F. Bloch (54°), F. W. Nolte, Sr. (55). 
Mr. J. Urban (53%). 
Lutheran Student Work 
The Pastors: S. K. de Freese (53°*), W. Welchert (54**), H. 
Goede (55%). 
Lutheran Student Foundation (two year term) 
Mr. R. Lebsack (53) 
Lutheran Welfare Work (one year term) 
Pastor L. J. Wolff 
1. Family Child Welfare Service, Pastor H. Welchert. 
2. Care of Aged and Health Service, Pastor K. Koenig. 
3. Institutional Chaplaincy Service, Pastor E. Hansen. 
Representative to Midland Assembly 
Pastor H. Joens (54) + 
) 
The Pastor: Paul Moessner (56**), President of Synod. 
The Messrs: Louis Mai (53*), Clinton Von Seggern (55*). 


COMMITTEES ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 
1. Parish Education 


The Pastors: C. Goede 53), A. 54), G. H 
ight (88). (53) Baughman (54) ouse- 
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Secretary of Foreign Missions 
The Pastor: E. J. Amend, Th. D. (54) 

Secretary for Social Missions 

The Pastor: R. Shirck (53). 

Secretary for Deaconess Work 

The Pastor: J. A. Bahnsen (54**). 

Representative to the Women’s Missionary Society 
The Pastor: A. Duis (55). 

Representative to Brotherhood 

The Pastor: W. Wolff (53). 

Representatives to Luther League 

The Pastors: P. Biblehimer (54*), R. Ritzen (55**). 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


1. 


2. 


3. 
4. 
5. 


6. 


Lutheran World Action 

The Pastors: F. Ollendorf, A. Huneke, W. Wolff. 

Mr. Martin Rettig (54). 

Worship and Music 

The Pastors: M. Schroeder, Jr., P. de Freese. 

Mesdames: Edna Grothen, Helen Moessner. 

THE LUTHERAN 

The Pastor: N. Schroeder. 

Publications 

The Pastors: R. Syre, J. Marxen. 

Resettlement 

Nebraska: Pastor L. J. Wolff, Mr. F. C. Strasheim. 

Kansas: Pastor W. Goede. 

Nebraska Lutheran Social Service 

The Pastors: L. Wolff, K. Koenig. 

Town and Country Church 

The Pastor: F. Nolte, Jr. 

Mr. William Suhr. 

KIRCHLICHES MONATS BLATT 

The Pastor: H. Goede. 

Pensions 

The Pastor: G. Van Boening. 

The Messrs: Dr. G. E. Ulbrick, Emil Sudman. 

On Consitution and By-laws 

The Pastors: T. Althof, F. Freytag, H. Rhode. 

The Messrs: Carl Dumler, Ernest Armbruster. 

Social Action 

The Pastors: R. Shirck, F. Henkel, E. C. Hansen. 

Le Messrs: Professor Orville Schultz, Dr. Samuel Moessner. 
erger 

The Pastors: Pres. Lorin J. Wolff, Hugo H. F. Welchert, Mar- 

tin Schroeder, Sr. 

The Messrs: Herman Langholz, Howard Peterson. 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
(Appointed by the President) 
CREDENTIALS 
Pastors: Grant Van Boening, T. Kuehner, Wm. Goede 


REFERENCE AND COUNCIL 
Pastors: E. C. Hansen, R. L. Jobman 


| 


4 § ‘ 


| 
7. 
9. 
10. 
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11. 


12. 


12 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Pastors: H. O. Rhode, R. Ritzen, R. Mochring 
Laren Otto Loseke, Pred Born, Wessell Murman 


PROTOCOL AND SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Pastors: A. Huneke, E. Heuser, k F. Hering 

Laymen: Geo. Wehling, Hy. Neuman, Rolin Henner 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Pastors: M. A. Ritzen, H. Joens, George Housewrigh' 

Laymen: Luther Monke, Bernard Von Seggern, Adept Have- 

kost. 

STATISTICAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Pastors: F. Nolte Jr., P. Kuehner, H. Trawney 

Laymen: John Weers, Kenneth Beaver 

EXECUTIVE BOARD'S REPORT 

Pastors: C. Goldenstein, J. Bahnsen. V. Moeller. F. deFreese 

Laymen: Kari Friedemann, Carl Schroeder, Herman Langbolz 

RESOLUTIONS 

Pastors: T. Althof, H. J. Diekhoff, W. F. Churchill. N Rowoldt 

Laymen: Gus Albers, John Ruge, Howard Peterson, Ch. Gene 

Brack 

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Pastors: H. Knaub. E. Bastian. G. Herber 

Laymen: Harold Wiechman, Harry Lee, Herman Suhr, Jr. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE AND EXCUSES 

Pastors: E. Moede, M. W. Peterson, Fr. Freytag 

Laymen: Karl Burmeister, Gerald Kolbo, Adolf Stover 

AUDIT OF BUSINESS MANAGER OF MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN 

Pastors: K. Koenig, H. M. Biedenweg. E. Peterson 

Laymen: Ralph Van Boening. A. R. Fenster, Lloyd Lewallen 

TELLERS FOR ELECTIONS 

Pastors: N. Schroeder, P. Biblehimer, P. O. Anderson, R. Shirck, 

C. H. Goede 

Laymen: John Weers, August Yokel, Jesse Sporhase, John 

Hueske 

NOMINATING LAY MEMBERS FOR THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

Pastors: M. Schroeder, Sr., F. A. Ollendorf 

Laymen: August Weitzenkamp, Ch., E. Donald Schmidt 

NOMINATING LAY DELEGATES TO THE ULCA 
CONVENTION 

Pastors: A. B. Lentz, R. M. Sauberzweig. E. J. Amend 

Lavmen - R. E. Glaser. Ch.. Jurgen Franzen, Ernest Armbruster 

CONVENTION PUBLICITY 

Pastors: P. Moessner, M. G. Schroeder, F. H. Bloch 

COURTESY 

Pastors: Alfred Duis. Martin Schroeder, Sr. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO APPEAL TO THE 

COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION 


Pastors: A. B. J. Lentz, Hugo H. F. Welchert, Philip Bible- 
himer, R. R. Syre. 
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Proceedings \ 


OF THE 
SIXTY THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
OF THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Evangelical Lutheran Svnod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran Church in America met for the opening Communion Ser- 
vice, Monday evening, May 12, 1952, at eight o’clock in Frieden’s 
Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, the Rev. Herman M. Goede, D. 
D., Pastor. The Rev Lorin J Wolff, President of Synod, preached 
the sermon, using a: his theme the words. In The Power Of His 
Might”. President Wolff and Pastor Werner P. Welchert, Secretary 
of Synod, who served as liturgist, were the administrants. 


The offering at the service was designated for Apportioned Ben- 
evolence of the church. 0 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Morning, May 13, 1952 


Devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain, Pastor 
Hugo H. F. Welchert. 


President Lorin J. Wolff conducted the service for the formal 
opening of Synod and the business session was called to order. 


The roll of clerical delegates was called. Sixty-eight mond 
ed to the roll call. (cf. pp. 7-12). 


The committee on New Congregations reported. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS 
AND CONSTITUTIONS 


Your Committee on New Congregations and Constitutions has 
examined the constitutions of the following congregations which nave 


applied for admission into Synod: 


The Community Evangelical Lutheran Resurrection Church of 
Ames, Nebraska; 


Fvangelical Lutheran Church of St. John near Scribner, Nebras- 


St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran congregation near Glenvil, Ne- 


217 — 


ka: 
braska; 

ö. 


St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Great Bend, Kansas. 


We recommend that these congregations be officially received 
into Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
* H. J. DIEKHOFF 
T. G. KUEHNER 


The recommendation of the committee was adopted. 


President Wolff, in the name of Synod, welcomed the congrega- 
tions into Synod. 


The Committee on Reference and Council reported, moving that 
the report of Foreign Missions be made a special order at 11:00 A.M. 
and that the photograph of Synod be taken at 11:40 A.M. 


It was moved to amend the order of business by postponing all 
elections until after the reception of new clerical members. The 
amendment carried. 


The motion prevailed to amend the order of business by postpon- 
ing the election of clerical delegates to the U. L. C. A. Convention un- 
til after the report of the Home Missions Board and until Synods 
status in relation to the U.L.C.A., regarding the establishing of new 
missions, is clarified. 


The order of Business was adopted as amended. 


Mr. Martin Koolen, lay president of the host congregation, spoke 
words of welcome to the convention. 


President Wolff responded in behalf of Synod. 


It was moved that all news ahead of the last row of villars in the 
church be established as the bar of Synod. The motion carried. 


The Vice-president was asked to take the chair. 


The President of Synod presented his revort, addine supplement- 
al information to that printed in the Convention Bulletin. 


THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


Ae. word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” (Ps. 119: 105.) 


With these words of confidence, we come to the beginning of 
another svnodical year. Whatever Christian fruit has resulted from 
our activity during the past year is the result of God's living Word, 
— has — ow ry our lives. The sad failures of the 

are e neglect or unwillingness, on our part, to let 
God’s Word have control of our lives. 
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The theme of the ULCA this year is “The Bible in Daily Liv- 
ing.” So brief and so simple is this theme, that it may fail to 
capture the imagination of some. And yet it touches the very 
heart of our Christian faith and life. God’s Word is the only rem- 
edy for our sins and guilt. It is the only strength for our weak- 
ness. It is the only hope for our despondency. It alone can give 
spiritual life to a dead and dying world. It is truly “A. lantern 
to our footsteps.” And in the face of all enemies, it is the only vie- 
tory; as Luther says: “One little word o’er throws them.” 


“Divine instructor, gracious Lord! 

Be Thou forever near; 

Teach me to love Thy sacred Word, 
And view my Saviour there!” 


Generally speaking, the past year has been one of God's great 
blessing. Church attendance, participation in communion and at- 
tention to Christian training seems to be increasing. We pray that 
this may also be true of Bible reading, prayer and devotion on the 
part of all of our people. 


AUXILIARIES 


We are gratified over the activities of the Synodical Women's 
Missionary Society, Brotherhood and Luther League. They have 
emphasized a spiritual program for loca! societies. Their leaders 
have also attempted to present the importance of their work to 
congregations, which do not yet have an organized group to corre- 
rpond to the Synodical auxiliaries. The Children of the Church 
program is still limping along, with very little activity, and seem- 
ingly little interest. 


EVANGELISM STEWARDSHIP 


Our great responsibility is of course Evangelism. Have we 
been effective in our witnessing? Have we even witnessed, with the 
urgency, that this may be our last chance? In the past five years 
our synod has gained 2,360 communing members. This might make 
us fee] rather comfortable, if we did not at the same time realize 
that this means a net gain of only 490 per year, or an average of 
a little more than six members per congregation per year. In the 
last five years 29 of our congregations have actually lost in their 
— membership, while 43 have gained in communing mem- 


In stewardship our synod shows some progress, but it is slow. 
We do appreciate the fact that it has been a steady growth 
over the pust years. Among the 33 synods, Midwest ranked 24th 
in the percent of giving to the ULCA apportionment. The year 
before we held 26th place. Although our congregations gave over 
$9,000 more for apportioned benevolence in 1951 than the year be- 
fore, there are 22 congregations who gave less in 1951 than they 
did in 1950. Another sad fact is, that eleven congregations gave 
less than 25% of their apportioned goal. In Lutheran World Action 


our Synod was third among ULCA synods in percentage “~ 


Our congregations responded magnificiently to this causp. 
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even with the fine record of our synod, there were 25 congregations 
who failed to reach their L. W. A. goal. 


In the Christian Higher Education Year Appeal our Synod reached 
its goal of $75,000. We rejoice in this fact, and thank those who 
responded so generously. 


CONGREGATIONAL CONSTITUTIONS 


We still have some congregations who need to study their con- 
stitution. Some constitutions need revisions, to bring them in line 
with the new model constitution. Some congregations have made 
changes in their practices, which conflict with their constitution. 
Other congregations are seemingly not aware of what their con- 
stutions state. 


POLICY OF REPORTING IMPROVEMENTS 
In 1947, Synod adopted the following recommendation: 


“That in order to conserve time of the president that future 
reports list only such items of improvement which singularly 
amount to no less than $1,000.” 


Because of an oversight on his part, your president has not 
followed this policy. Pastors have submitted to him information 
regarding improvements, many of which cost less than $1,000. This 
fact might indicate that a change in this policy is desired. 


IN APPRECIATION 


We wish to express our deep appreciation to the pastors and 
congregations for their faithful work in Christ’s Kingdom. We 
are especiully gratefui for the excellent cooperation on the part of 
pastors, councils and congregations in their relationship with Synod. 
We also wish to thank the members of the various boards and com- 
mittees, especially the members of the Executive Board, for their 
cooperation with this office. 


ROUTINE WORK 


The regular duties of your president included the preaching of 
66 sermons, delivering 32 addresses, attending 102 meetings of 
boards, committees and confcrences, being present at 49 church 
council meetings and numerous other personal conferences 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. That every pastor and congregation be urged to cooperate 
fully with the year-around Evangelism program as advocated by 
our Evangelism committee. 


2. That every pastor and congregation be ur 
ged to cooperate 
with the Stewardship Committee in its program, specifically in giv- 
ing opportunity for laymen, chosen by the Committee, to present 
Stewardship to councils and congregations. 
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3. That congregations of Synod, which do not have a local 
organization of the official auxiliaries of the church, give opportunity 
to the officials of the Synodicai auxiliaries to present their work to 
appropriate groups of people in their church. 


4. That we urge every congregation to conduct a Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible School, lasting at least two weeks. 


5. That we request every congregation to submit a copy of 
their constitution to the committee on New Congregations and Con- 
stitutions of Synod, with a view of getting helpful suggestions from 
this committee. 


6. That the policy of reporting improvements of congregations, 
in the president’s report, adopted in 1947, be reviewed at this con- 
vention, to determine whether this policy shall continue to be in 
force. 


ORDINATIONS 


Pastor Philip C. Biblehimer, ordained at Hildreth, May 16, 1961, 
during the Synodical convention. 


Pastor Louis L’heureux, ordained in his home church, Oklahoma 
City, June 3, 1951. 


RECEPTION OF PASTORS 


Pastor PF. C. Kuehner, from the Nebraska Synod, Nov. 15, 1951 
Pastor K. F. Hering, from the Lutheran Church in Germany, Jan. 
15, 1952. 


Pastor Fred W. Kern, from the Nebraska Synod, March 28, 
1952. He has accepted a call from the National Lutheran Council, 
Division of Lutheran Cooperation in Latin America. 

Pastor Louis deFreese, from the Texas Synod, May 12, 1952. 


TRANSFER OF PASTORS 


Pastor C. Kemper to the Nebraska Synod, August 1, 1951. 
Pastor Henry O. Rowoldt, to the Wartburg Syned, Oct. 31, 1961. 


CALLS AND INSTALLATIONS 
Pastor Philip C Riblehimer was called to Zion church at Goth- 
enburg, after his ordination, effect:ve May 20, 1951. He was in- 
stalled on June 17. 


Pastor Louis L’Heureux was called, after his ordination, by 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the ULCA to serve in the Japan 
field. He is spending his first year in this country studying the 
language under the direction of the Board. 


Pastor Edward J. Amend was called from the Stillwater-Perry 
parish to Wisner effective December 1, 1951. He was installed on 
December 30th. 

Pastor P. C. Kuehner was called from the Walton-Eagle parish 
of the Nebraska Synod, to St. Paul's at Diller, effective November 
18, 1951. He was installed on December 23. 
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Pastor K. F. Hering was called from his work with a Deaconess 
Motherhouse in New Jersey (connected with the Lutheran Church 
in Germany) to Zion Church at Diller, effective January 15, 1952. 
He was installed on March 2. 


Pastor J. N. Marxen was called from Blue Hill to Linn, effective 
March 12, 1952. He was installed on March 30, 1952. 


Candidates for ordination, Daniel C. Schroeder and Frederick 
J. Wolff have accepted calls to St. Paul’s Emerson, and Immanuel, 
Hoisington, respectively, subject to their ordination at this conven- 
tion. 


Pastor Fred Bloch accepted a call to the Stillwater-Perry parish. 


Pastor Louis deFreese, Houston, Texas, accepted a call from 
First Lutheran, Oklahoma City, effective May 1, 1952. 


RESIGNATIONS AND RETIREMENTS 


Pastor Fred Loeffler, who had been supplying Zion Church at 
Diller, had to relinquish his work there on October 1, because of 
failing strength. 


Pastor C Rautenstrauss, after 41 years of service in our Synod, 
was compelled to retire from active service because of his health. 
He resigned from the church at Hoisington, effective June 1, 1951. 


Pastor J. Goemmel resigned his pastorate at Sutton, effective 
January 1, 1952. Because of nis failing health he is unable to con- 
tinue in the active ministry. He served in our Synod for over 45 
years. 


OUR ORDAINED FOREIGN MISSIONARIES 


It is a rare privilege and a joy to have with us at this conven- 
tion all three of our ordained foreign missionaries. Pastor Otto 
Spehr, Liberia, l’astor Levon Spath, Argentina, and Pastor Paul 
Hansen, British Guiana. We will have an opportunity to hear 
them at this convention. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Adolph Restau, son of the late Pastor F. Restau and his wife, 
died on June 19, 1951, in Seattle, Washington. Funeral services 
were conducted in Lincoln on June 25, by the president of the Synod. 


Mrs. F. Rabe, wife of Dr. F. Rabe, our oldest pastor, died in 
her home in Lincoln on July 13. Funeral services were held in Lin- 
coin on July 16, conducted by Dr. Martin Schroeder, in the absence 
and on behalf of the President of the Synod. 


Mrs. J. Schimmelpfennig, widow of the late Rudolph Schimmel- 
pfennig, died on November 12 at Humphrey, Nebr. Funeral services 
were conducted on Nov. 15 at Creston, by Pastor W. F. V. Churchill. 


We convey our deep sympathy to the bereaved and commend 
them to the love and care of our Heavenly Father. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 


St. Peters, Hildreth, A. J. Duis, Pastor—50th Anniversary. 
Services held on May 13, 1951. 

St. John’s, Yutan. K. Koenig, Pastor—50th Anniversary. 
Services held on May 27, 1951 


St. John’s, Otoe, R. M men ee Pastor—50th Anniversary. 


Services held August 5, 1951. 


St. Johns, Scribner, Herman Joens, Pastor--50th Anniversary. 


Services held November 5, 1951. 


Trinity, Winside, Wallace Wolff, Pastor—Svth Anniversary. 
Services held, December 2, 1951. 


St. Matthews; Johnson, E. P. Bastian, Pastor—25th Anniversary 
of church building. Services held September 9, 1951. 


NEW CONGREGATIONS 


St. Mark’s Mission, Great Bend, Fred Henkel, Mission Develop- 


er, is making application for membership into Synod this year. 


Resurrection Church, Ames, Supplied by Roy Wingate, Semin- 
ary student, is also making application for membership. 


St. Paul’s Glenvil, Martin Schroeder, Sr., Pastor, and St. John’s, 
Scribner, Herman Joens, Pastor, are both applying for — 
in Synod this year. Both congregations have been supplied by pas- 
— from our Synod for many years, as “independent” congrega- 

ns. 


We welcome these congregations into Synod, and pray God's rich 
blessings upon them in their relationship with Synod. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Pastor T. Schmunk on one year's leave, in order to have his 
wife near her physician in Denver. He is supplying in an Ev.-Re- 
formed church at Fort Morgan, Colorado. 


Pastor Waldorf Lau on leave of absence to continue graduate 
studies in Hartford, Connecticut. 


VACANT CONGREGATIONS 
Immanuel, Hastings, supplied by Pastor M. A. Jensen, retired. 
St. John’s, Ohiowa ( rural), supplied by seminary students. 
Hoisington, Ks. supplied. 
Emerson, supplied by seminary students. 
— — supplied by seminary students. 


Hill — supplied. 
OTHER MATTERS 


The matter of having Mr. J. G. Erickson present the cause of 
Braille Evangelism to congregations of our Synod, was referred to 
your president at our last convention. Upon Mr. Erickson's request, 
I gave my approval to having him speak to congregations and 
groups, provided however, that the pastors involved wanted him to 
do so. Pastor P. O. Anderson assisted in making the speaking ar- 
rangements. Mr. Erickson spoke to seven of our congregations, two 
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Sunday schools and a District Brotherhood meeting. The offerings 
he received amounted to $244.67. 


IMPROVEMENTS 


HASTINGS, First St. Paul’s: Dedication of New Parish Educa- 
tion Building, on September 16, 1951; cost $60,000. 


GRAND ISLAND, Messiah: Ground-breaking service was held 
April 13, for their new parish education unit. 


HANOVER, Zion: Corner-stone laying service held on April 20. 
for new addition to parish hall. | 


AUBURN, St. John’s; renovated interior of Parish Hall, ‘The 
Old Stone Church”, which was built 85 years ago. Rededicated 
February 10. Cost about $3500. 


BENNINGTON, St. John's; New Choir robes, and cabinets for 
robes. 


CRESTON, St. Peter’s; New Baldwin Organ, dedicated October 14. 
New Tower System. 


DARROUZETT, St. Paul’s: Renovated Church, cost $1300 ex- 
clusive of labor. 


FALLS CITY, St. Peter’s: Enlarged and re-decorated basement. 


FONTANELLE, Salem: Public Address System, gift of Aug- 
ust Ruwe family. Deagan chimes for organ. Altar railing, mem- 
orial to Mrs. W. A. Steavenson. 


HASTINGS, South St. Paul’s: Enlarged and re-decorated base- 
ment. 


HOOPER, St. Paul’s: Renovated basement, cost $2500. New 
kitchen in parsonage, cost $2500. 


LOUISVILLE, Christ’s: New Hammond Organ, dedicated July 3. 


MADISON, Immanuel: Redecorated church, new cross on 
steeple, new candelabra and cross on altar. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, First: Converted garage into modern 
Youth Center. 


PILGER, St. Peter’s: New Baldwin Organ, dedicated March 9. 


SCRIBNER, St. John’s: Redecorated church, new lighting fix- 
tures, Bell & Howell projector. 


STANTON, St. Luke’s: Renovated Church, new lighting fix- 
tures, new entrance to church. 


STERLING, St. John’s: New Hammond organ. 
UEHLING: St. Paul's: New choir robes and communion set. 
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° WAKEENEY, Zions: Renovated and enlarged basement, added 
lighted bulletin Board, Altar and Pulpit paraments, two art glass 
windows. 


WAYNE, Redeemer: New Baldwin (Organ. 


Respectfull submitted, 
LORIN JOHN WOLFF 


The Secretary presented his report. . 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 


During the past synodical year, your Secretary attended all of 
the meetings of the Executive Board, and the usual secretarial work 


for the Synod for the Executive Board was done. 


Thirteen hundred and fifty copies of the 1951 minutes of Synod 
and two hundred and twenty-five convention bulletins were printed 
by the Enterprise Publishing Company in Blair, Nebraska The total 
cost for printing the Bulletin and Proceedings, including postage, 
supplies, and labor in mailing, was $950.72. 


The difference in cost between the above figure and the bid 
received last year is due to the fact that the 1951 Proceedings were 
50% larger in volume than in the preceding year, fifty more copies 
were printed, and the cost of postage and mailing is not included 
in bids received. 


Your Secretary was again instructed to obtain competitive bids 
on the printing of the Pre-convention Bulletin and the Synodical 
Minutes for the year 1952. Five different companies were con- 
tacted and of these, the Enterprise Publishing Company of Blair, 
again submitted the lowest bid. 


Your Secretary herewith formally presents to the Secretary of 
Records in the Archive, a printed copy of the minutes of Synod for 
1951, which, after examination and correction by the Committee on 
Protocol, and approval by Synod, shall be the official minutes of 


Synod for 1951. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 


The Committee on Credentials for lay-delegates presented its 
report. 


By motion, 50 laymen were seated as delegates to this Conven- 
tion. (cf. pp. 7-12) 


Mayor Victor Anderson of Lincoln brought words of welcome 
in behalf of this capitol city. 


President Wolff responded. 
The Treasurer presented his report. 
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THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
January 10, 1951, te January 10, 1952 


RECEIPTS: 
Cash on hand $ 5,031.00 
Benevolence — 154,578.50 
Personal contributions 62.00 
Miscellaneous 1,812.90 
$161,484.40 


DISBURSEMENTS: 
To United Lutheran 
Church Funds 94,919.46 


To Midwest Synod 
Funds 59,769.83 
Balance Jan. 10, 1952 6,795.11 


$161,484.40 


Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 


January 10, 1951, to January 10, 1952 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Apportionment 
Specials: 
American Missions 


Foreign Missions 
Pensions and Reliefs 
Children of the Church 
American Bible Society 
Lutheran World Action 
Lutheran World Relief 
CHEY 


MIDWEST SYNOD FUNDS: 
Synodical Home Missions: 


Sale of Oklahoma Land __$ 710.73 
Specials 340.00 


Budget 2500.00 

Midland College: 
Specials 2218.00 
9000.00 


328.97 
450.00 


2000.00 


Receipts Disbursements Balance 
$50,208.00 $50,208.00 


431.33 431.33 
2,960.93 2,960.93 

294.20 294.20 

82.00 82.00 ‘ 

84.00 84.00 
24,232.19 24,232.19 __ 

85.17 60.17 25.00 
16,374.59 16,374.59 

167.05 167.05 

25.00 
$94,944.46 $94,919.46 $ 25.00 
3550.78 

9218.00 

3954.20 

778.97 

3008.00 


— 
222 — 
Board of Deaconesses 4 
Central Lutheran Seminary: 
11 
Budget 3500.00 
Lutheran Student Work: 
1 Beneficiary Education: 
Specials 1008.00 
‘ania 
2 | Tabitha Home: 
Specials — 
— 26 — 


Specials: 


Women’s Missionary 
Specials 


Society: 


— 28.00 25.00 
— 279.32 
520.68 800.00 
375.85 
600.00 
- 679.32 1655.17 
227.21 
17.36 
— 450.00 694.57 
50.00 
198.07 248.07 
429.78 
630.00 1059.78 
2345.65 2345.65 
- 425.00 425.00 
283.92 
61.00 
3582.62 3927.54 
336.60 
436.00 
5872.61 6645.21 
838.87 
600.00 1438.87 
395.00 395.00 
— 11219.92 11219.92 
37.14 
75.00 112.14 


1655.17 


1059.78 


3381.95 


6145.21 


357.25 


1147.88 


15.00 


11.55 


Memorialg .............. 2007.25 
Dedget 1900.00 6476.18 647618 
Social Missions: 
| 
Family and Child 
Budget 
7 
: Institutional Chap 
Speciale 
Midwest Brotherh 
Synodical Relief: 
Balance on hand 
9 337.32 
Evangelism: 
4 Balance on hand 
Midwest Lutheran: 
Specialss 
The Lutheran: 
Speeiale 2295.65 50.00 
Synodical Steward 
Synodical Treasury: 
Balance on hand 
— — 
545.59 
Office of President: 
— on hand 
| 500.00 
Synod Home: 
Balance 
Bertha Koenig Fund: 
880.00 
Parish Education: 
Bala 
; ons 27 —P—œ 


Midwest Brotherhood: 


Specials 185.50 185.50 . 
Luther League: 
Specials: 195.92 195.92 
Retired Pastors & Widows: 
Balance on hand 38.35 | 
Specials 330.55 368.90 320.00 48.90 
Miscellaneous: | 
Specials 1397.19 1397.19 947.19 450.00 
CROP: | 
Specials — 620.40 620.40 
Emergency Revolving Fund: 
Balance on handed 3218.91 
Check charged 
Refund on above check 71.60 3290.51 3218.91 
Lutheran Student Center: 
Specials 2503.52 2503.52 . 
$66539.94 359769.83 $ 6795.11 
SUMMARY: 
RECEIPTS: 
For United Lutheran Church Funds____$94,944.46 
For Midwest Synod Funds 66,539.94 
Total $161,484.40 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
To United Lutheran Church Funds 94,919.46 
To Midwest Synod Funds 59,769.83 
on hand January 10, 1952 6795.11 


$161,484.40 


I certify the above to be true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 


CARL GROTHEN, Treasurer. 
The Synod in the Midwest. 


SUMMARY OF THE OFFICE OF FULL TIME PRESIDENT: 


—— 
lance on hand January 10, 1951111 336.60 
Specials 436.00 
Budget: 
Salary 4500.00 
Pension 207.00 
Expense 1165.61 
6645,21 
Disbursements: 
Salary 4293.00 
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Pension 


Expenses 
76.00 
$6145.21 
$ 500.00 


Receipts: 
$ 283.92 
61.00 
3582.62 
$3927.54 
Disbursements: 
613.48 
33.97 
81.01 
Treasurer’s Equipment (type writer 84.38 
Statistical Equipment (adding machine 95.00 
236.93 
50.00 
7.83 
10.00 
32.06 
Synod Convention expenses 39.57 
Minutes of Synod (printing books) 950.72 
950.00 
$3381.95 
Balance on hand $ 545.59 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD 
Benevolence Receipts January 15, 1951 to January 10, 1952 
All 


Ap 


Place CHEY L.W.A. Specials ment 
Auburn ....... $ $ 158.75 $ 480.78 $ 1059.44 $ 
Bennington 811.50 487.00 1542.60 1584.00 
Bloomfield 1141.00 2396.39 3855.00 
110.04 313.54 346.69 
DDD 71.77 303.00 832.08 476.15 
66.00 72.08 1968 74.06 
Columbus (t) 750.00 748.00 2615.50 3213.00 
Columbus (r) 531.00 1337.00 1892.00 
196.00 865.25 1003.00 
Darrouzett, Tex. 20.00 141.00 718.35 555.00 
Diller (tv 200.00 418.36 753.30 1237.22 
Diller (tr 65.00 7.00 206.00 
Ellis, Kans. _... 91.00 475.00 1436.00 2050.00 
Emerson 1000.00 34142 1780.42 278.25 
Falls City, 


Grand 


Total 


1540.22 
3126.60 
6251.39 

660.23 
1308.25 

270.81 
5828.50 
3229.09 
1868.25 
1273.35 
1990.52 

303.00 
3486.00 
2058.67 


SUMMARY OF THE OFFICE OF SYNODICAL TREASURY: 


St. Peters 
Falls City, 
St. John’ 
Fontanellse 


Home, Kans. 
Hooper 
Hooper (r) 
Johnson 
Lanham 
Leigh 
Lincoln, Frieden's 
Lincoln, St. John's 
Lincoln, Havelock 
Lincoln, Zion 
Linn, Kanns 
Lipscomb, Tex. 
Lodgevole 
Louisville 
Madison 
Niobrara 
Northboro, Ia 
Ohiowa (t) 
klahoma * 
Otoe 


Russell, Kans. (t) 
Russell, Kans. (r) 
Schuyler 
Seri 


890.21 
850.00 


845.07 


2409.78 
1594.09 
3533.69 
5643.54 

947.75 


1948.00 
343.15 


6764.66 


303.36 
1596.85 
5489.00 

930.00 

242.00 
3362.59 
4597.85 

898.85 
2729.23 
2561.37 
4128.06 


1108.00 
1547.01 
595.78 
1756.00 
918.50 
1726.82 
387.21 
942.:0 
2599.19 
1103.85 
1083.16 
497.50 
6599.73 
710.00 
3267.55 
4195.01 
1663.50 
742.05 
1417.10 
1759.31 
868.50 
205.00 
9168.50 
1116.75 
756.96 
1640.05 
1807.14 
283.00 
1292.44 


248.00 180.00 633.07 212.00 
* 330.50 1077.78 1332.00 4 
221.00 822.09 772.00 
Gothenburg 326.00 2213.69 1320.00 
‘ Grand Island 805.00 3080.54 2563.00 5 
134.75 297.75 650.00 
Hanover, Kans., 
Dom 78.50 507.00 980.00 968.00 { 
Silver Cliff, Kans. 73.15 123.15 220.00 t 
Hastings, 
First St. Paul's 526.66 425.78 1651.66 511300 [= 
Hastings, 4 
| So, St. Paul's 25.00 203.36 100.00 
; Hastings, Imm’l. 276.00 135.00 856.85 740.00 : 
Hildreth ....... 2089.77 615.00 3460.07 2028.98 | 
Hoisington,Kans. 175.00 345.00 880.00 50.00 | 
a 66.00 81.00 161.00 
* 197.30 383.00 1531.59 1831.00 ! 
585.00 1947.85 2650.00 
51.00 182.12 367.21 531.64 
588.78 268.00 1366.23 1363.00 
1528.00 252.26 2067.37 494.00 
| 267.20 453.80 1845.85 2282.21 ) 
304.00 414.00 694.00 
1 10.00 212.00 523.50 1023.51 
30.00 205.00 320.22 275.56 
* 257.00 552.00 1204.00 
5 247.50 117.00 548.50 370.00 | 
82.00 243.00 686.82 1040.00 
5 48.00 67.88 178.21 209.00 
76.50 148.00 548.00 394.10 
1 493.00 454.21 1208.19 1391.00 
1 190.00 369.20 734.65 
1 246.50 256.00 854.50 228.66 
1 89.50 103.00 497.50 
692.50 631.68 3359.56 3240.17 
82.00 290.00 403.00 307.00 
Papillion ....... 28.00 545.00 1041.88 2226.00 
Pender (t) 946.00 1983.98 2211.06 
oat Pender (r) — 10.00 380.00 1451.75 211.75 
if Perry, Okla. 85.00 112.90 261.10 480.95 
Peres 101.60 260.00 422.10 998.00 
Pilger . 15.00 391.78 658.54 1100.77 
ai Platte Center 80.00 129.00 363.50 505.00 
at Pleasant Valle 80.00 80.00 125.00 
1 1628.00 3233.50 5935.00 
14 117.98 1838.00 332.16 784.59 
+ © - 20330 179.31 390.65 366.31 
40.00 264.00 504.05 1136.00 
— 94.00 2864.72 619.14 1188.00 
— 80.00 110.00 173.00 
ing 167.00 692.24 600.20 | 
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Stillwater, Okla. 109.00 


Sutton 50.00 
Syracuse 

Tea, So. Dak. . 347.59 
Uehling 

Wakeeney, Kans. 427.00 
Wayne 655.00 


Westboro, Mo. 842.00 


Winside - 150.00 

Wisner 93.00 

Yutan . 100.00 

Total Benevol. $16,374.59 $24,181.95 $72,704.20 $81,874.30 $154,578.50 
Private Contrib. 10.00 45.00 17.00 62.00 
Organizations and Others 40.24 1,812.90 1,812.90 


GRAND TOTAL $16,374.59 $24,232.19 $74,562.10 $81,891.30 $156,453.40 
CARL GROTHEN, Treasurer. 


AUDIT OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
CERTIFICATE 


I have examined the Treasurer’s records of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Midwest for the year ended January 10, 1952; 
have examined or tested accounting records and other supporting 
evidence, by methods and to the extent I deemed appropriate. The 
examination was made in accordance with generally accepted audit- 


ing standards and includes all procedures which were considered 


necessary in the circumstances. 


In my opinion, the accompanying statements of receipts, dis 
ts, and financial statements present fairly the position of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest at January 10, 1952: 


and the result of its operation for the period, in conformity with 


generally accepted accounting principles. 
EDWIN A. SCOTT 


Public Accountant 
The report of the Statistician, Archivist, Necrologist, was pre- 


REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN, ARCHIVIST 
AND NECROLOGIST 


Ag much as we would like to have had a hundred per-cent re- 
sponse, we must report that the parochial blanks of the St. Matthew's 
congregation in Johnson, and the vacant congregation in Linn, Kan- 
sas were not returned. However in the general summary report, the 
important parochial figures of these two congregations of 1950, as 
well as the 1951 benevolences, are included. 


Many congregations have brought their membership up to date 
os the last five years. We ought to have a fairly good picture 
of our synod statistically speaking. It is interesting to study the 
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395.00 672.00 1067.00 
11000 203.00 100.00 303.00 
90.00 126.00 152.00 278.00 
202.00 741.39 57.45 798.84 
116.00 325.45 336.00 661.45 
305.00 798.00 958.98 1756.93 
705.53 1750.53 1000.00 2760.53 
525.00 1756.50 2473.00 4229.50 
sented. 
7 


annual statistical report. For instance in 1951 we report 24,750 
baptised members, and 17,577 confirmed members. This leaves a 
difference of 7,173 unconfirmed children. However our Sunday- 
school enrollment of 6,975 plus the nursery roll of 1,342 add up te 
8.317. This makes a difference of 1,144. Therefore we conclude 
that the figure 1,144 represents the adult membership in Sunday 
schools of our synod. Many individual reports of 1951 show dis- 
crepancies. For instance, here is a congregation reporting 598 un- 
confirmed members, and 296 in the Sunday school and nursery de- 
partment. That is a difference of 302 unconfirmed children not re- 
ported in the Sunday-school nor in the nursery department. Her: 
is another congregation showing 81, and others showing, 80, 75, 51. 
just to mention a few. If these children do not exist they should 
not be in our baptised membership. If they do exist they should be 
listed either in the Sunday-school or in the nursery department of 
their respective Sunday-school. Whenever a pastor confirms, we 
say ten children, they are ten child losses by confirmation. Thes- 
ten must be recorded as ten adult accessions by confirmation. It 
the same pastor confirms five adults, then he must record fifteen 
adult accessions by confirmation. One pastor reported twenty child 
confirmations as losses, but he had only three adult accessions by 
confirmation. Where he counted the other seveteen is not shown. 
3 22 the entire statistics on members of this congregation 
wrong. 


According to the figures shown below we have twenty-four 
fewer congregations today than forty years ago, but we have 10,762 
more baptised members. This means an average net growth of 270 
per year for forty years. We did not double our membership in 
forty years. The United Lutheran Church doubled its membership 
during the last thirty years. It is interesting to note that we 
lost twelve congregations from 1911 to 1931, a period of twen- 
ty years. We lost thirteen congregations during the twenty 
year period from 1931 to 1951. We had an increase in tbaptised 
members during 1951 of 839. This is a greater increase than for 
many years. Our report this year also shows a fine intrease in con- 
firmed and communing members. The great increases however 
are found in the columns marked: valuation of property, congrega- 
tional expenses, and total benevolences. The latter rising from 
$14,421.00 in 1911 to $154,585.00 in 1951. Twenty years ago we had 
two Brotherhoods. Today we have thirty-six Brotherhoods. 


Materials placed in the archive during 1951 were: Official 
minutes of the Midwest Synod. Photo Copy of the minutes of tne 
German Evangelical Synod of Nebraska of 1890. A copy of the 
8288 book of the Synodical Women’s Missionary Society 
—— “yo of architectural plans of the new Central Seminary at 
sean ri * * — Minutes of the Martin Luther Seminary Guild 
Files for Sunday-schoo! hand-book, of the North Fa-. 
— * Association. Hand-book of the Luther League cf 
= a — ynod of 1941-1943. Two hand-books of the committee 

cational Promotion of 1940. Constitutions of the United 


Lutheran, Winside, Schuyler, Wisner and Emerson congregations. 
Several cuts, pictures and other materials. 
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Necrologist 1951: 
It pleased Almighty God in His wisdom to call to Himself: 


Adolph Restau, son of the late pastor F. Restau, who was born 
June 21st, 1897 and died June 19th, 1951. 


Mrs. Josephine Schure Schimmelpfennig, wife of the late pastor 
R. Schimmelpfennig who was born January 8th, 1881, and died No- 
vember 12th, 1951. 


Mrs. Emma Rabe, wife of pastor F. Rabe DD, who was born 
November 26th, 1867 and died July 14th, 1951. Their obituaries 
were placed in the snyodical archive. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
E. C. HANSEN 
The Secretary presented the Report of the Executive Board. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The Executive Board of Synod met six times during the Synod- 
ical year: 


May 14 and 16, 1951, during the convention at Hildreth, Nebr.; 

June 6, 1951 at Grand Island, Nebraska; 

September 10, 1951 at Hastings, Nebraska; 

November 26, 1951 at Lincoln, Nebraska, and, 

February 13 and 14, 1952 at Lincoln, Nebraska. 

The first part of the session on February 13, was conducted as 
a Merger Committee. 
N ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND APPROVAL 


1. The following appointments were made: 
Division of Conferences (Restudy of boundary lines): Pastor 
R. Jobman. 


Special Committee On Constitution And By-Laws: Pastors T. 
Althof, Frederick Freytag, and H. O. Rhode, and the !aymen. : 
Carl Dumler and Ernest Armbruster. | 
Special Committee On Social Missions: Pastors Robert Shirck, 
Fred Henkel, and E. C. Hansen, and the laymen, Dr. Samuel 
Moessner and Professor Orville Schultz. 


Special Committee On Honorariums: Pastors K. Koenig, P. 0. 
Anderson, and Hugo Welchert, and the laymen, Henry Wil 
lers and Walter Feye. 


Parish Education: Mr. Martin Rettig 
Committee On Merger Of Synods: The Executive Board of 
Synod, Pastor William Goede, and Mr. Herman Langholz. 
Secretary Of Foreign Missions: Pastor E. Amend 


Committees Of The Executive Board: 


Finance: Messrs. Carl Grothen, William Horst and Pastor 
Richard Jobman. 
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Property: Messrs. Walter Jobman, William Horst. Edwin 
Scott,. and Pastor P. O. Anderson. 

Personnel: President L. J. Wolff, and Pastors E. C. Hansen, 
and W. P. Weichert. 


2. The Treasurer was authorized to purchase a typewriter for 
his office amounting to $86.25. 


3. It was decided that the expenses of members of the Execu- 
tive Board attending Synod be paid by Synod if they are not other- 
wise paid. 


4. The Church Council of Salem Lutheran Congregation at 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, was requested to collect money owed Synod 
on Oklahoma lands and to hold the Oklahoma land miners! rights 
in trust as an agent for Synod. The request was accepted by the 
Stillwater congregation. 


5. The matter of the reallocation of additional funds for Mid- 
land College was cared for in its share of apportioned receipts. 


6. The proposal of the Committee on Army and Navy work 
of the U. L. C. A. that Chaplains have at least one year of experience 
in the ministry was approved. 


7. On June 28, 1951, a meeting was called at Central Theological 
Seminary by President Wolff to consider various matters relating 
to the nature and purpose of the work of the new Lutheran Con- 
gregation at Ames, Nebraska. 


Those present were: Pastor Hugo H. F. Welchert (appointed 
chairman by President Wolff, since he was not able to be present) 
Pastor M. G. Christensen, President of the Nebraska District, U. 
E. L. C., Pastor Andrew P. Staby, of Bluffs Trinity Church, Fre- 


mont, Pastor Werner P. Weichert, and Mr. Roy Wingate, student at 
Central Seminary. 


8. The Executive Board, after making a preliminary study, 
found no particular advantage in a re-alignment of the boundary 
lines of Conferences. 


9. The budget item of $800.00 for Institutional Chaplaincy wes 
interpreted as meaning that $500.00 would come from Synod Appor- 
tionment and $300.00 from the Synodical Brotherhood. 


10. The undesignated money received for Social Missions for 
Kansas flood relief was sent to the President of the Kansas Synod 
requesting him to use it for the purpose indicated. 


11. The Executive Board went on record as being of the opinior 
that the Secretary of the Central Conference could appeal to the 
pastors of the Central Conference regarding their Conference treas- 
ury deficiency, but that he should not write directly to the Church 
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12. The Property Committee of the Executive Board was auth- 
orized to go ahead with necessary repairs, according to its judgment. 
on the Synod’s home for the President. The Committee was also 
authorized to investigate the possibility of purchasing a more suit- 
able parsonage for the use of the President. 


13. The Editor of the Midwest Lutheran was delegated to ap- 
point a Promotional Features Committee for the Midwest Lutheran, 


14. The purchase of a new adding machine for the statistician's 
work was authorized amounting to $95.00 after discount for Synod 
and a trade-in on the old machine were deducted. 


15. The Business Manager of The Midwest Lutheran was in- 
structed to have two sets of The Midwest Lutheran bound into con- 
venient size so that one may be placed in the Archives and one be 
available to the staff of the Midwest Lutheran. 


16. The following recommendations from the Finance Commit- 
tee to the Execytive Board were adopted: 


(1.) That the Finance Committee audit the treasurer’s books 
annually of the Home Mission Board, the Stewardship 
Committee, Committee on Lutheran Student Work and 
Committee on Ministry. 


(2.) That the books of the Committee on the History of Synod 
be audited by the commercial auditor. 


(3.) The following shall be functions of the Committee on Re- 
view of Treasurer’s Report: 

a. To examine the auditor’s report, study the recom- 
mendations of the auditor and make appropriate 
recommendations to Synod. 

b. Examine the Treasurer’s Report and call Synod'e 
attention to any interesting items. 


(4.) The following shall be requirements from all commit- 
tees who request funds from the Synodical budget: 

a. Complete financial report indicating the amount 
received, the amount spent, what it was spent 
for, and the balance on hand for last year’s ac- 
tivities. 

b. Detailed budget for next year. 


(5.) That Mr. Edwin A. Scott be employed to be the auditor 
for next year. 


(6.) That an additional allowance of $64.27 be given to the 
Evangelism Committee. 


(7.) That money received by the Synodical Treasurer for 
Pensions and Relief be sent to the Board of Pensions 
and Relief of the U. L. C. A. for relief unless designated 


otherwise by the individual congregation. 


1 
* 


cs 


(8.) That money received by the Synodical Treasurer for 
Social Missions during the fall of 1951 be used for in- 
stitutional chaplaincy in Nebraska, unless designated 
otherwise. 


17. The Christmas Fund for retired pastors and pastors’ widows 
was continued for 1951. 


18. That the following be preferred items, to the extent of ac- 
tual needs, beginning with the 1952 budget: Synodical Home Mis- 
sions, Beneficiary Education, Synodical Paper, Synodica! Adminis- 
tration, and President’s Office. All other items on the budget are 
to receive allocations prorated to receipts. 


19. Th request of the Lutheran Hospital Association “regard- 
ing the serious shortage of Lutheran nurses qualified to serve in 
supervisory positions in Lutheran Hospitals” was referred to the 
Secretary of Social Missions. 


20. Pastor A. B. J. Lentz was requested to act as agent for sell- 
ing the remaining books of the History of Synod. 


21. The President of Synod was authorized to accept a Cemetery 
at Falls City, Nebraska, with the provision that it be turned back 
to a corporation to be formed at that location. 


22. An old, three-speed, turn table was given to the British 
Guiana Mission Field, through Missionary Pastor Paul Hansen. 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO SYNOD 


1. That we request all money from the congregation, including 
that of organizations, which is sent to the Synodical Treasurer be 
remitted through one person in the congregation who is designated 
for this purpose. 


2. That Synod authorize its Executive Board to purchase a new 


Synod home in place of the present home, if it is deemed wise by th 
Executive Board. 


3. That the following budget be adopted for 1953: 


Synodical Home Missions $ 3.500 
Home Missions Loan Fund ___ 2 000 
Midland College 20.000 
Central Seminary ___.....____ 9.500 
Beneficiary Education 2,800 
Lutheran Student Work 650 
Tabitha Home PRR 1.800 
Social Missions 2.450 
Synodical Relief $ 450 
Welfare Work 2,000 
Synodical Paper 800 
600 
Synodical Administration 4.250 
President's Office ___.. 6,900 
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000 
Expense 
Clerical Help 300 
Pension & Family 

Protection Plan 266 


Repayment & Maintenance 600 


Total for Midwest Synoddad $55,250 
U. L. C. A. few 19868 $ 65,718__$ 5.66 per Communing Member 
Midwest Synod for 1953.. 53,250.. 4.84 per Communing Member 
899 5 118,968 10.50 per Communing Member 


Respectfull submitted, 
Your Executive Board, 


WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 


The motion prevailed that a committee be appointed to draw 
up a suitable appeal to the Commission of Adjudication on the lingu- 
istic policy of the United Lutheran Church of America as stated by 
the Executive Committee of the U.L.C.A. 


The President announced the appointments to Convention Com- 
mittees. (cf. pp. 15, 16.) 


Dr. Kinard, Representative from the U.L.C.A., Dr. Heironymus, 
President of Midland College, and Mr. C. A. Bongarzone, Circulation 
Manager of THE LUTHERAN, were recognized and welcomed as 
guests to this Convention. 


The report of the Subscription Manager of THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN was presented by the Editor of THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN, 


REPORT OF THE SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER OF THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


During the past year the congregations of our Synod have been 
2 — weil with my work as Subscription Manager of the 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN. 

The proof mailing list of those receiving the MIDWEST LU- 
THERAN in each congregation is sent to most all pastors once 
during the year. Then they can check it to see if all the addresses 
are still correct as they are, and if not, they correct them and they 
also add new names if they have any, ete. 


The list is then returned to me for my records. More than 700 
new subscriptions have been added during the past year. Then I 
send the new names and addresses and whatever corrections have 
to be made, to the Publication House at Blair where they correct 
their plates or make new ones. 

At present around 6,800 copies are being printed of each issue. 

Respectfully submitted, 
4 Tillie Krambeck, 
Subscription Manager 
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The Editor of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN presented an oral 
report. 


The motion prevailed that the Report of the Special Committee 
on Constitution and By-Laws be presented immediately after the 
Report of Conference Secretaries. 


The Report of the Southern Conference was presented by its 
Secretary. 


REPORT OF SOUTHERN CONFERENCE SECRETARY 


It was moved and seconded that The Sovthern Conference me- 
moralize Synod to urge the introduction of the Revised Standard 
Version in the Pericopies and Texts of the forthcoming Common 
Service Book. Motion carried. 


ARTHUR W. HUNEKE, Secretary 


It was moved that the recommendation be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. Seconded and carried. 


The Special Committee on Constitution and By-Laws presented 
its report. 


The motion was made that this report be referred back to the 
Committee. Seconded and carried. 


The Report of the Committee on Foreign Missions was pre- 
sented. | 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Missions, whether Home or Foreign, are still the most vital 
order of the day on the program of the Church of Christ. They 
will continue to be so as long as the command of the Master is 
heard to “go into all the world and preach.” In the midst of present 
day confusion and perplexity of a restless world, when the forces of 
evil and godless materialism are straining to erect “Iron Cur- 
tains” about an increasing number of nations. the urgency of preach- 
ing the Gospel and winning more souls for Christ is greater than it 
has ever been in the past. Doors are being closed to Christian 
missionaries in many parts of the world and the sands of previous 
opportunities are rapidly running out. There is grave danger that 
so-called Communism, the most insidious modern foe of the Church, 
may soon swallow up the entire continent of Asia, and should the 
Korean conflict get out of hand, the same threat will extend to 
Japan, which is our most promising Christian field in the Far East. 


The Church of Christ, however, prospers most during periods 
of crises, and the “Lord of the Harvest” is still watching over His 
own, amply supplying His faithful servants with wider visions and 
offers vaster fields of service. In contrast to ever increasing diffi- 
culties, also deeper faith, greater courage and more heaven-inspired 
wisdom is bestowed upon Board members and missionaries in the 
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field to reach out boldly beyond formerly tried policies and ever dare 
to go one step farther. A new venture is being attempted by the 
leaders of Foreign Missions, particularly in Argentina, which de- 
serves whole-hearted support of every conscientious Christian of the 
home congregation. The Gospel of Jesus, most ot us ure convinced, 
can be preached more effectively by well-trained native workers and 

* for this purpose preparations are being made for an extensive edu- 
5 cation of larger numbers of local talent in various missions. 


The 1952 Epiphany Appeal is, herefore, one of these highly 
commendable forward steps, which should be faithfully supported 
: not only by the Luther League (who assumed sponsorship of the 
A project), but by every congregation, every Sunday School, and every 
mission-minded individual. A two-year goal of $50,000 for a pre- 
paratory school in Argentina is being undertaken by the young peo- 
ple of the ULCA. The officers of our own Midwest Leaguers have 
promised themselves to raise their allotted quota in one year in- 
stead of two; thus being ready to assume other tasks next year 
which will be as challenging. Let us all join them in their efforts 
and assist them as best we can. 


From recent reports from the Board we have gathered that the 
present most urgent need of all of our foreign fields is a greater 
supply of more consecrated personnel. From every one of our mis- 
sions abroad comes the crying demand of an increased number of 
ordained ministers, qualified teachers, educators, physicians, nurses 
and even engineers. To summarize all requests of presently and 
urgently needed workers, we may state the following figures: 18 
ordained men, 20 College graduate men and women (mostly women) 
for teachers and instructors (including seminary instructors), five 
physicians, two civil engineers, and others. 


Again, and perhaps as never before, Jesus is reminding us that 
“the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” What 
a wonderful opportunity for pastors and leaders to stress a new 
“Life Service” and send out a challenge to the youth of today to 
hear and heed the Call! 


The recruiting of additional missionary perscnnel is, of course, 
of paramount importance, but nearly as vita! is also the providing of 
means which must come from the home churches. The “going” and 
“working” in far-flung mission fields is almost entirely dependent 
on the fullest degree of “giving”. The majority of our Midwest 
congregations are becoming increasingly more mission-minded and 
if directed properly and given the opportunity will ernestly consider 
to accept full or partial responsibility of certain “projects” offered 
by the various missions abroad. This kind of missionary support 
gives personal interest and intimate contact and is therefore highiy 
recommended by the Board. A few of our congregations and cer- 
tain organizations are already participating in this worthy manner, 
but many more should be challenged to give active aid to such per- 
sonalized missionary endeavors. 


“Since December 1951 the Board has established a new policy 
an 
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regarding partial support for missionaries. Now a congregation, 
any of its organizations, or an individual, may give annual support 
on the basis of one-half of a unit of $600, or $300. This is to help 
smaller congregations to begin to personalize their gifts beyond 
the apportioned benevolences. The basic unit still rema'ns $600, and 
for the present $1,800 represents total support for single men and 
women missionaries, while $3,600 is considered total support for 
missionary families.” In addition to these personal support of mis- 
sionaries, there are ample opportunities for aiding financially cer- 
tain parishes or assuming responsibility for individual proteges.“ 
which is being done by a number of our churches. Pastors and 
other congregational leaders are urged to make more use of the 
various Audio-Visual Materials offered by the Board for a very 
nominal cost. 


We are very fortunate this year to have with us three of our 
own Midwest missionaries, home on furlough, and we shall hear 
from each one of them their personal report about their experiences 
in their respective fields. These brethren are the followng: Pastor 
Otto Spehr who is laboring in Liberia; Pastor Levon Spath who is 
serving his Lord in Argentina; and Pastor Paul Hansen who has 
just recently returned from British Guiana. We ehall hear from 
them immediately following the reading of this report. 


Respectfully submitted 
EDWARD J AMEND, Secretary 


Dr. Edward Amend presented our brother, Pastor Paul Hansen, 
Missionary to British Guiana. 


Missionary Paul Hansen addressed the Convention, reviewing 
the history of the mission field in which he now serves and stirring- 
ly portraying the conditions and needs there. 


Dr. Amend presented Pastor Levon Spath, Missionary to Ar- 
gentina. 


Missionary Levon Spath effectively presented a picture of the 
special problems and challenges of the Argentine Republic. 


It was moved and seconded that our Convention Chaplain include 
epecial petitions in one of the prayers for Missionary Paul Macken- 


sen, now prisoner of the Chinese Communists. The motion was 
carried. 


The motion prevailed that we rise in a moment of silence in re- 
cognition: 


(..) of our sacred obligations to stand behind all our foreign 
missionaries; Miss Bertha Koenig, Miss Helen Harder, Rev. and Mrs. 
Levon Spath, Miss Elaine Wagner. Rev. & Mrs. Otto Spehr, Rev. & 
Mrs. Paul Hansen, and Rev. and Mrs. Louis L’heureux, with our pray- 
ers and with our active support both moral and material; and, 


(2.) of our need of confession and repentance for the lack of 
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consecration that we — Church (Midwest Synod) should and could 
give to the cause of Christ in extending the Kingdom to souls 
in the darkness of heathendom. me 


The President appointed the following to the Special Convention 
Committee, authorized earlier in this session, for drawing up an 
uppeal to the Commission of Adjudication: Pastors A. B. J. Lentz, 
Hugo H. F. Welchert, Phillip Bibleheimer, and R. R. Syre. 


The photographic sitting for Synod was announced to be im- 
mediately after the close of this session. 


After the moment of silent prayer, the Convention Chaplain led 
in prayer. 


SECOND SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, May 13, 1952 
The session was opened with prayer by the Chaplain. 
The minutes of the first session were read and approved as read. 


The motion carried to welcome Rev. Harvey Bernhardt as guest. 
A number of laymen were welcomed. Pastor Pretty, Institutional 


Chaplain, was recognized and welcomed. 


Mr. Martin Koolen presented a gavel to President Wolff from 
Frieden’s congregation. 


Mr. Neuman from Hanover, Kansas brought greetings from 
Pastor Klinger. 


It was moved and seconded that the Secretary send words of 
greeting and thanks to Pastor Klinger. The motion carried. 


The Committee on Reference and Council presented recom- 
mendations, They were adopted. 


The Report of the Ministerium was read. 
MINISTERIUM MEETING 
Tuesday Afternoon, May 13, 1952, 100 P.M. 


5 The Ministerium was called to order at 1:10 P.M, by President 
olf k. 


Pastor Erich Peterson led in prayer. 
The Committee on the Ministry presented an oral report. 


It was recommended that Daniel Schroeder and Frederick Wolff 
be received by ordination into Synod. The motion was seconded and 
carried, 
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it was recommended that Burnell Hartman be ordained pending 
the receipt of a cull. The motion was seconded and carried. 


Tt was moved that Pastors Paul Kuehner, K. F. Hering, and 
Louis de Freese be received into Synod. 


Pastor T. Schmunk spoke to the Ministerium regarding the rea- 
son why he has requested his Leave of Absence to be extended for 
another year. 


The motion was made to recommend to Synod that a Leave of 
Absence for one year be extended to Pastor Schmunk. 


Because of unfinished business, it was decided that another 
Ministerium would be cailed at 1:00 P.M., Wednesday. 


Pastor Robert Shirck closed the session with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, 
Secretary of Synod 


All recommendations were adopted. 


Pastors Paul Kuehner, K. F. Hering, and Louis de Freese, were 
received into Synod. President Wolff conducted the service fog their 
reception. 


The Report of the Executive Board on Nomination of Boards and 
Standing Committees was presented, (cf. pp. 14-16.) 


The recommendations were adopted. 


The election of the Business Manager of THE MIDWEST LUTH- 
ERAN was ordered. The motion was made and seconded that the 
election of the Business Manager be deferred until after the report 
of the Special Committee on Honorariums. The motion was 


Dr. Karl W. Kinard, President of the South Carolina Synod, and 
official Representative of the U.L.C.A. gave the first part of his 
presentation. He emphasized Christ’s call for the Descipleship of 
Men and the Descipleship of Mind and Heart. 


The election of the Secretary of Synod was ordered. \ 
The Report of the Trustees of Midland College was presented. 


Mr. Martin Koolen introduced Dr. Hieronymus, President of Mid- 
iand College, who spoke to the Convention, 


ANNUAL REPORT OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
for the School Year 
1951-1952 


This is Midland’s 65th year of eminent service to our youth, our 
Church, and our Lord. As a liberal arts college of the Church, 
. 
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Midland continues to give the basic education to our young 

who have the Gospel Ministry in view, to those young men por 
young women who desire to serve their Lord in other full time 
church service in the United States or in the foreign mission fields, 
and to the larger number who wish to get their education for life 
in a positive Christian environment. 


Officers of the Corporation 


The officers of the corporate Board are: President, Dr. A. H. 
Pinkall, Omaha, Nebraska; vice president, Dr. A. W. Young, 
Lincoln, Nebraska; Secretary, the Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, Lincoln, 
Nebraska; Acting Treasurer, Dr. F. E. Wood, Fremont, Nebraska. 


Officers of the College 
Officers of the College are: President, Dr. W. P. Hieronymus; 
Dean, C. K, Burkholder; Acting Treasurer, Dr. F. E. Wood. 


Enrollment 


While Midland’s enrollment followed the general trend among 
colleges and universities of the country being somewhat lower this 
year then last, the drop was considerably below the national aver- 
age of about 11%. Midland’s total enroliment for the first se- 
mester of this year was 73 as compared with 390 a year ago. 
Evaluated in terms of full-time students the decline amounts to 
less then 6%. The reason for the decline is the smaller number 
of high school graduating seniors, the sharp drop in G. I. enroll- 
ment, and particularly the draft and military enlistments. 


The United States government, the armed services and all of 
us urge every young mun of college calibre to go to college and 
remain in college as long as possible. If and whén he does enter 
the armed services he will have a much better opportunity for 
advancement and he will have gained insights and spiritual ma- 
turity that will be his stay and support in every problem and ad- 
versity that may confront him. 


All of the major denominations are represented in the student 
y. 


Our full-time Lutheran enrollment is 241 or 62% of the total. 
Of the students who attend Midland from outside of Fremont 79% 
are Lutherans. Of the Lutheran students 66 are preparing for 


full-time Christian service as follows: 


51 
Foreign Missions, including medical missionaries, 7 
Parish Work 

66 


The Midwest Synod has forty-two students at Midland. Four- 
teen other U.L.C.A. synods have representation in the student 
body, Next to Nebraska Synod, Midwest Synod has the largest 
representation. Kansas is third. Of the six Luthcran groups be- 
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sides the U. L. C. A. the Missouri Synod has the largest representa- 
tion. 

Seventeen states and five foreign countries and United States 
possessions are represented in the student body. Of the students 
outside of the continental United States the distribution is as fol- 
lows: Puerto Rico, 1; Hawaii, 9; Latvia, 8; Germany, 1; and 
Liberia, 1. 


Faculty 


In spite of the shortage of good teachers in certain academic 
areas and the salary Midland is able to offer, our faculty is of high 
grade both academically and spiritually. The wholesome effect of 
consecrated teachers on the youth during his formative years is 
incalculable. 


Operational Finances 
Fiscal Year June 1, 1950 to May 31, 1951 


Receipts 
Educational and General 110,445.70 
Endowment Investments — 28882 
Gifts and Grants 89,912.40 
3,131.13 
Other Income 1,935.00 
Auxiliary Enterprises 130,134.43 
$364,226.88 
Expenses 
Educational and Genera $217,529.39 
Auxiliary Enterprises _... 133,901.81 
Other Non-Educational Expense 19,649.65 
Total Expense 1 * | $371,080 85 
Net Operating Loss $ 6,853.97 


Last year’s deficit of $6,853.97 has been absorbed in this year’s 
budget. In spite of rigid economy measures it was absolutely nec- 
essary last fall to increase the salaries of our faithful faculty and 
staff members. 


We are sincerely grateful to the members of the Midwest 
Synod for their increased interest and splendid support of our 
college. The goal of $20,000 was approved by the Midwest Synod 
last year. It is desirable and necessary that Synod maintains this 
goal and makes every effort to reach it. Other things equal, a 


school can properly discharge its function only if it receives 
quate support. 


CHEY 
The Christian Higher Education Year Appeal of the U.L.C.A. 
is a God-send for Midland. Our college, as well as other colleges 
throughout the country, finds itself in a financial squeeze, the result 
of soaring inflation and smailer enrollments. CHEY came at a 
most opportune time and is helping Midland to do the following 
with the approval of the supporting Synods: 
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1, Repair the Administration Building and Clemmons Hall. 


2. Wipe out the operational deficit accumulated over the 
years, thus putting the college on a sound financial basis. 


8. Rebuild the Central Heating Plant, including the installation 
of three new boilers. 


4. Have a balance of funds that will go toward the erection 
of the much-needed Library Building. 


The total amount of money Midland will receive will depend 
upon the cash contributed by the supporting Synods. In order for 
Midland to receive 100% of the amount assigned to it by the CHEY 
Directing Committee, we, as members of our Synod will need to 
contribute beyond our quota in undesignated gifts. We hope every 
congregation will do its full share. The extra contributions should 
equal the cost of the CHEY campaign expenses which is now about 
9% of the $6,000,000 goal. 


For the contributions by the members of the Midwest Synod 
the Trustees and the Administration of Midland College are deeply 
grateful. May God richly bless every giver as well as every gift. 
Let us meet the high expectation of the leaders of the U.L.C.A. 
and complete the task assigned to us. The eyes of the Church 
and of the Lord of the Church are upon us. 


New Library Building 


The needed new Library building is being planned. It is to be 
thoroughly functional and express the approved principles of li- 
brary science. Building operations will not begin, however, until 


the full amount necessary to complete it is on hand. 


Christian Careers Conference 


To present to our students the claims of Christ upon their 
lives not only with respect to full-time Church service, but also with 
respect to serving Him in every honorable occupation, Midland | 
held a three-day Christian Careers Conference with the cooperation | 
of the Board of Education of the U L.C.A. March 10-12. The 
special speakers and leaders were Mrs. Mabel Fenner, of the Parish 
and Church School Board, and the Rev. Francis Shearer, Secretary 


of the Board of Social Missions. 


New President Called 
Dr. Paul W. Dieckman has been called as Midland’s new 
President. 


Pastor Dieckman is a graduate of Muhlenberg College and 

; Philadelphia Seminary. He has served pastorates in Pennsylvania, 
. Michigan and Florida. For two years he served as Pastor for 
Lutheran students in Chicago. For four years he served as as 
sistant to the President and Vice President of Wagner College, 
b N. V., and he was the Eastern Kegional Director for the Christian 
25 Higher Education Year Appeal. In addition to his training and 
i experience, his sincerity and devotion to the Cause of Christ com- 

mend him highly as our new President. 
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RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT HIERONYMUS 


After serving a half year as assistant to President Wiegmun 
and professor of Christianity and approximately seven years as 
President of the College, Dr. W. P. Hieronymus will lay dowr his 
administrative duties at the close of the present school year. He 
plans to continue teaching. 


The following resolution was adopted at the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees at its May 1951 meeting: : 


Special Resolution 


“Whereas Dr. W. P. Hieronymus has tendered his resignation 
as President of Midland College in order to be relieved of the re- 
sponsibilities of the president’s office and to permit him to resume 
his profession in the field of teaching or as pastor, now therefore 
be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of Midland College that the 
resignation of Dr. Hieronymus is accepted with genuine regret, and 
that we do hereby record that the years of administration by Dr. 
Hieronymus represent a period of marked development in the life 
of the college made possible by his energy, ability and personality, 
that we take note particularly that during his administration the col- 
lege has becime accredited by the North Central Association of Col- 
leges, that Men’s Memorial Hall has been constructed, that North Hall 
has been added to the campus, that the Administration Building 
has been largely rehabilitated, that the campus has been enlarged by 
acquiring additional lots and the vacation of Platte Avenue, that 
paving has been laid on three sides of the campus with ample pro- 
vision for parking on the paved areas, that planning has been made 
and largely developed for a Library Building, that new boilers are 
being installed for central heating, that the campus has been greatly 
improved in landscaping and beauty of appearance, and that action 
was taken which has enabled Central Seminary to become an in- 
dependent institution. We do further record our appreciation of 
the countless other acts performed by Dr. Hieronymus as president. 


We record particularly our appreciation of Dr. Hieronymus for his 
selflessness, and his Christian character.” 


It was moved and seconded that in view of the expressed desire 
of Dr. W. P. Hieronymus to be relieved of the heavy load of the 
presidency, we accept with regret the resignation of Dr. W. P. 
Hieronymus; that we request him to make the effective date July 1, 
1952; that this Board express its intent to continue Dr. Hieronymus 
in a professorial capacity; and that the announcement of this resig- 
1 made by President Hieronymus himself at this time. Cox 


MIDLAND’S SPECIAL NEEDS 


1. Adequate financial and moral support. 
2. More students from our Lutheran congregations. 
3. A new Library building. 


4. More scholarships for needy students. 
5. A pipe organ. 
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| RECOMMENDATIONS 
We recommend to the Synod that: 


1. Midland College be continued upon the Synodical apportion- 
ment for 1953 in the amount of $20,000 and that every effort 
be made to reach this goal. 

2. We take recognition of the Special Resolution of the Board 
regarding the resignation of Dr. Hieronymus, that we ex- 
press to Dr. Hieronymus our endorsement of this resolution. 
and — . 32 to 3 — of his Christian 
coopera co tionship to our as 
President of Midland. 

3. We pledge our support and cooperation to Dr. Paul W. Dieck 
man, the new President of Midland, and that we uphold him 
in his office with our ardent prayers. 

4. The Chaplain of this convention include in his prayers, spe- 
cia] petitions for the retiring president, Dr. Hieronymus and 
the newly elected president, Dr. Dieckman. 

5. Synod express appreciation to Mr. Kermit Wagner for his 
services on the Board for the past two terms. 

| Respectfully submitted, 

| Your Trustees: 
MARTIN KOOLEN 
KERMIT WAGNER 
RICHARD JOBMAN 
WARREN CHURCHILL 
LORIN J. WOLFF 


The recommendations were presented. 

Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 

The riotion prevailed to extend the time for five minutes to con- 
sider the remaining recommendations. 

Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 5 was adopted. 

The Vice President was asked to take the chair. 

The Christian Higher Education Year Appeal report was present- 
ed by President Wolff. 


CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR APPEAL 


Thig final report of your committee can be made with joy and 
gratitude. The goal of six million dollars for the U.L.C.A. hag been 
reached and surpassed. Our Synod also exceeded its goal of $75,000. 
This is news. As far as we know, this is the first time in its his- 
tory that our Synod has met its goal for any great special cause, 
excepting Lutheran World Action. 


We give thanks to Almighty God for the ready response on the 
part of so many of our congregations to this cause. We express our 
deep appreciation to the pastors, lay-leaders and members of our 
congregations who gave so generously of their time, talent ang 
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The financial support from this appeal has been a “life-saver” 
to our Colleges and Seminaries in a critical hour. The loyalty and 
devotion of our members shown in the appeal will continue to be 
a great blessing to our institutions for years to come. In addition 
to strengthening our institutions, the Christian Higher Education 
Appeal has also brought blessings to our congregations by showing 
them their privilege in a direct participation in the cause of Chris- 
tian Higher Education. 


Our responsibility to our colleges and seminaries does not end 
with this financial appeal. It is a solemn obligation of the Church 
to see that her institutions of higher learning are also strengthened 
spiritually. When the church supports her colleges and seminaries 
properly, she has every right to expect, not only top quality academic 
leadership, but above all aggressive Christian leadershin. Our 
colleges and seminaries must be true handmaidens of the Church. 
Every activity of our college must breathe the atmosphere of a 
truly CHRISTIAN college. The cross of Christ dare not be isolated 
in the chapel or in the Christianity classes. It must find a promi- 
nent place in every class room, and in every enterprise of our school. 
To that end we must undergrid our institutions, its leaders and pro- 
fessors with our continued prayers and interest. 


LORIN JOHN WOLFF. 


The motion prevailed that the election of the Editor of THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN be postponed until after the Report of the 
Special Committee on Honorariums. 


The Report of Tabitha Home was presented. 


REPORT OF TABITHA HOME TRUSTEES 
(by the Superintendent) 
FOR THE YEAR 1951 


To the Board of Directors: 


With thanks to Almighty God for His many blessings showered 
upon Tabitha Home in the past year we are truly grateful. We are 
mindful too, of the faithful labors of men who have preceded us in 
this office at Tabitha. On every hand we see that this work of 
Mercy has been truly the Lord's work, and marked by his vroviden- 
tial care. In this spirit of Thanksgiving, this report is offered. 


Our work as Superintendent was started on September first and 
with the thoughtful and wise counsel of Dr. Martin Koolen, former 
executive, we have been able to bring this year to a close in such 


a way that Tabitha is a credit to the Church supporting her. 


Words are not sufficient to express our thanks to those who 
bave given to this work through prayer and financial support. The 
— very generous. Individuals, congre- 

„, organizations of synods, and community groups have 
strengthened us through prayers and gifts. We are very grateful 
to those who have thus served God’s work of Mercy at Tabitha. 


We have made every effort to be on the field as much as poss- 
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ible, not with the purpose of solicitation, but seeking opportunity 
to express our thanks and to report on Tabitha Home and its stew- 
ardship of gifts of the Church. We have found congregations eager 
to hear about this work and we will continue to carry the message to 


THE AGED DEPARTMENT 


During the year 1951, 94 aged guests were served at the Home. 
Of this number, 60 were women and 34 men. At the beginning of 
the year there were 79 guests. During the year we received 10 women 
and 5 men. There were four dismissalg and five were taken from 


and 53 women). Of the total number of guests 75 were 
Lutheran (50 women and 25 men). 


It is interesting to note that we have guests from 10 states 
and also three displaced persons. 


Of the total number of guests served, 25 received Old Age As- 
sistance, Social Security, or both, and 71 were here on contract, were 
financially able to pay their own care, were working for part of their 
care, or were on charity. 


Our Aged Department has had entertainment provided by or- 
ganizations in Lincoln, and Church organizations outside of Lincoln, 
who provide programs, motion pictures, treats and the like. Soon 
television will give them added enjoyment. The University is send- 
ing a piano teacher to our Home each week to teach our aged to 


play the 


We call your attention to the growing need for work among the 
aged. Of the 300 applications received, we have been able to serve 
only a small number. It is our prayer that we may find some so- 
lution for this problem of serving the aged. 


THE CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 


The number of children in all institutions for normal children 
has been smaller the last two years, and this is also true at Tabitha 
Home. At the beginning of 1951, we had in our Children’s Depart- 
ment 23 boys and girls, and were carrying 3 who had been out in 
private homes for four years or over, but not adopted. Two of these 

have now reached the age of eighteen. one of whom is now 
working in a private family and the other will graduate from high 
school in May. The third is thirteen years of age and very happy 
with a family who would have adopted him if his father would re- 
lease his custody. This group of 25 children under care represents 


11 families and was composed of 17 boys and 8 girls. 


Eight children were dismissed during the year. Four of them 
from one family had been wards of the State for over a year, and 
were placed by the State worker into adoptive and boarding homes 
during the year. Another family group of two were returned to 
their own home. Two other children were returned to the home of 


us in death, leaving a total of 85 under care at the close of 1981 
plano. 
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parents or relatives. Six children were received; two of no church 
affiliation, three were of Lutheran background, and one was of the 
American Lutheran Church. Four came from Lincoln, one is a 
New American and the other came from Wisconsin. (His father is 
now working for the State of Nebraska.) 


In noting Church background of the children served, we find: 
18 from Nebraska Synod (some baptized or confirmed while here), 
2 from Midwest Synod; 1 American Lutheran; I Mo. Lutheran; 2 
Augustana Lutheran; and 5 Non-Lutheran; and 3 were of Lutheran 
background, but synod unknown. 


All of the children have received recular case work services 
during the year; and special work with Psychologists and outside 
resources as the occasion may demand. All have received regular 
dental care, and medical attention as needed. Several of our children 
have had surgery. 


Five of our boys are Boy Scouts and five are Cub Scouts, while 
our girls are active in Campfire and Blue Bird work. Some of the 
older boys and girls are members of the Church Choirs. This year 
our children have an added privilege of taking private piano lessons 
from one of our talented guests here at the Home. 


Case work services have been rendered to over ninety inquiries 
for various types of service to children and families, by telephone, 
by mail and by personal contact. These requests have come from our 
church people and from those outside the church, and from various 
states as well as from our own city. Many of these requests were for 
information on adoption, for care of children in their teens, for those 
seeking boarding school care, for care for infants and very young 
children, for care of small children by the day. To these and many 
other types, we have given service and if we could not meet their 
needs at Tabitha, we have directed them to another agency or other 
resources of possible help, but have left the door open to them for 
any further service we at Tabitha might render. 


At the present time we have 
» i room for 9 girls and 5 boys in our 


THE TABITHA FARM 


While farms in this section of the state did not produce too well, 
— — Farm did show some profit. We have had twenty hogs 
Boren and also three steers. This has furnished meat for the 

— — The dairy herd has brought a regular monthly income. Re- 
2 y the farm was placed in the hands of the Farmers National 

mpany for management. This will enable the Superintendent to 
. Sive more attention to work at the Home. | 


OUR HELPERS 
Your Superintendent is definite! 
y impressed by the high type 
of workers that Tabitha has on the staff. Truly n 8 


willing to serve others they 
’ carry on through the long hours of the 
day and night to do the work of Mercy. — ave happy ant 
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we should reflect our gratitude in giving them adequate 
Through Sister Elizabeth Huth’s guidance as Matron of the Home, 
all departments carry on very smoothly. Five new workers havé 
been added to the staff since September, most of these replacing 
workers who have resigned. 


OUR GROUNDS 


Improvements have been made in the grounds and buildings as 
needed. The parsonage has been redecorated and a new driveway 
has been built, A fine Assembly room with stage and kitchenette 
has been completed. Two store rooms have been built. The grounds 
under the supervision of Mr. Dike, have been truly beautiful. Mr. 
Rensch has given excellent attention to the gardens and many other 
things around the premises. 


FINANCES 


Our General Fund income for 1951 amounted to “$134,648.32. 
Voluntary contributions in 1951 were $20,339.19 and income from 
Syods was $11,545.69. The Community Chest contributed $6,000.00. 
All improvements have been paid in full and $20,000.00 has been 
returned to the Emergency and Depreciation Fund. 


BUILDING FUND 


There is no longer any Building Fund. All Memorials received 
are now placed into a Memorial Building Fund and will be used to 
erect another building, probably a workers building. We must find 
adequate housing for our workers. This will release rooms in our 
new building for the aged. Our Memorial Fund now has a balance 
of $6,645.43, 


Tabitha Home has experienced a year of rich blessings from 
the hand of God and under His guidance we pray that we may be 
able to do even greater work in the year ahead. 


It is our prayer that our mariy friendg will continue to remem- 
ber this work with gifts and prayers. 
Respectfully submitted. 
Superintendent, DR. YOUNG 


Dr. Schroeder introduced the Superintendent of Tabitha Home, 
Dr. Young, who spoke to the Convention. 


The Committee on Tellers reported on the balloting for Secre- 
tary. Pastor Werner Welchert having received the necessary ma- 
ority was declared elected Secretary of Synod. 


The Report of the Committee on Review of Treasurer’s Report 
was presented. 


COMMITTEE ON TREASURER’S REPORT AND AUDIT 


Your committee met on April 23rd with the following present: 
Pastors: Housewright, Joens and Ritzen and Mr. Luther Monke. 
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Your committee reviewed the treasurer’s report and the auditors 
report and presents first the recommendations of the auditor, Mr. 
Edwin A. Scott. Mr. Scott makes the following recommendations: 


1. It is recommended that an effort be made to supply all con- 
gregations with remittance blanks so all remittance can be sent to 
the Synodical Treasurer with a remittance blank. 


Committee recommends adoption. 


2. The Treasurer has followed a procedure of recording on the 
deposit slips the bank on which checks are drawn rather than the 
congregation from which check was received. In past years the 
Treasurers have recorded the congregation from which remittance 
was received on the deposit slips; this facilitates auditing and pro- 
vides easy reference. It is recommended that this procedure be fol- 
lowed. 


Committee recommends adoption. 


8. The Treasurer makes deposits in intervals of from one to two 
weeks and on occasions the deposits are for large amounts with thirty 
to fifty checks per deposit. In the interest of security it is suggest- 
ed that the deposits be made more frequently. The funds might be 
stolen or destroyed by fire; in such cases it is usually very difficult 
to make restoration of funds, particularly if the records are also 


destroyed. 
Committee recommends adoption. 


4. The Treasurer should make his receipts to correspond to 
the Fund to which the remittance is to be credited. The receipts 
should indicate the exact title of the Fund to which the remittance is 
credited. If he desires to make additional comments as to future 
distribution, such notations can be made on the margin of the receipts. 


Committee recommends adoption. 


The auditor adds the following: I wish to express my apprecia- 
tion to the Treasurer and other members of The Executive Board 
for the cooperation given in completing this report. 

Received for information. 

Signed: 
Respectfully, 
Edwin A. Scott. 
Your Committee also recommends the following: 


5. That a rising vote of thanks be the Treasu for his 
efficient work during the past year. rT * 


6. That money contributed to the Women’s Missionary Society 
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be sent directly to the Treasurer of the W. M. S. without being chan- 
neled through the treasury of Synod. 


7. That the Auditor’s Certificate of the Treasurer’s Report as 
given on page 17 and 18 of the Bulletin be adopted. 


. That all checks to the Synod Treasurer be made payable to: 
The SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST. 


Respectfully submitted 

M. A. RITZEN 

GEORGE HOUSEWRIGHT 
HERMAN JOENS 
LUTHER MONKE 


Recommendations No. 1 and No. 2 were lost. Recommendation 
No. 3 was adopted. Recommendation No. 4 was referred to the Trea- 
surer for his good judgment. Recommendations No, 5 through No. 8 
were adopted. 


The election of the Treasurer was ordered. 


Pastor Norman Schroeder introduced the Circulation Manager 
of THE LUTHERAN, Mr. Bongarzone, who spoke to the Convention. 


The Report of the Trustees of Central Lutheran Seminary was 
presented. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Central Seminary has continued its growth and service to the 
Church. The present student body numbers thirty-seven. Prospects 
are bright for a good enrollment next year. There have been no 
recent changes in the faculty personnel nor in the teaching assign- 
ments, It is expected that a full-time librarian will be added by 
the time the new building is occupied. 


Work on the new combination building was begun early last 
May. It will almost certainly be completed in May of this year. 
The day of dedication is set for September 2nd. The Rev. Dr. Frank- 
lin Clark Fry has been secured as the speaker for that occasion, 


The support of the Seminary needs and deserves thorough study 
by all Synods. Since the Pacific and the California Synods have 
withdrawn their support of Central in order to found a seminary on 
their own territory, a heavier responsibility has been placed upon 
the six Synods which continue to operate Central. 


Following is a summary statement of receipts and disburse- 
ments on the operation of the institution for the fiscal year July 1, 
1950, to June 30, 1961: 


RECEIPTS: 
California 1000.00 
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2219.09 
3300.00 
4755.00 
Pacific Synod . 9665.00 
Rocky Mountain Synod - 2727.65 
Texas Synod 650.00 
Board of Education 4200.00 
Individuals and Groups 1815.36 
Students 2117.40 
Endowments — 1193.58 
$32,393.08 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
General Administration $4571.90 
Operation and Maintenance 4661.22 
— 
Operating Gain 1 4,196.55 


In an effort to present as clear and complete a picture as poss 
ible of the financial operatioris and needs of the Seminary the fol- 
lowing “catechism” is given: 


CATECHISM OF THE SEMINARY’S FINANCIAL STATUS 
I—CHEY 


1. Question: How much has the Seminary received from CHEY? 
Answer: At the end of February 1952 it had received from 


CHEY 
a) Regular distribution $33,933.00 
b) Special Aid Fund 64,000.00 
otal 397,933.00 
2. Q. For what have the CHEY funds been used? 

A. For re-roofing the former main building _....._ 4,803.81 
For installation of water heater 275.28 
For promotion of CHE W 827.03 
For purchasing of the remaining two lots in block 4,250.00 
For re-wiring of former main building 4,269.98 
For general repair 2,737.32 
For construction of new building 80,769.58 

Total $97,933.00 


8. Q. Can additional funds from CHEY be expected? 
A. It is possible that there will be some additional CHEY 


— in the event all pledges and quotas are paid un 
ull. 


II—NEW BUILDING. 
1. J. What facilities are provided in the new building? 
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Respectfully submitted, 
H. W. HENDRIKSEN, Treasurer. | 


A. A chapel, a library, administrative offices, three class- 
rooms, one lecture room, four professors’ offices, a dupli- 
— Board or committee room, ample vaul 


2. What will be the cost of the new building? 


A. Total contract costs 205,182.42 
Architect’s fees (5%) and performance bonds 12,310.86 
Change orders (estimated) 5,000.00 
Landscaping and grading - 1,600.00 
Furnishings (approximately) 4,500.00 
Probable total 228,590.68 


3. Q. How much has it been necessary to borrow? 
A. $75,000.00 commercially and $24,615 from endowiment 


4. Q. How much of a burden is this indebtedness on our con- 
stituency 


A. It amounts to about $1.65 per comuning member in our 


six supporting Synods. 
5. Q. What are the terms of the loan? ae 
A. The commercial loan is for a period of ten nd the 


interest rate is 4'2%. It is payable at the rate of $777.30, 
monthly. 


6. Q. How much has already been paid on the new buiiding? 
A. Prior to March Ist, there had been paid $177,231.04. 


III—ADDITIONAL PHYSICAL NEEDS, 


1. Q. What are the other building needs? 

A. The former main building should be remodeled so ag to 
effect additional dormitory space for single students. 
(When the new building is occupied the old one will ac- 
commodate about seventeen.) Apartments for married 
students are also needed. The present garage can be 
converted into six apartments for married students. At 
present it accommodates after a fashion, three couples. 


IV—BUDGET. 


et * 4 
APE 


1. Q. What does it cost to operate the Seminary for a year? 
A. The actual cost for 1950-1951 fiscal year was ..$23,196.53 
The budget for the 1951-1952 fiscal year is_. . 32,136.00 
The budget for the 1952-1953 fiscal year is....49,427.00 


2. Q. What accounts for the large increase in the 1952-1963 
budget over that for the previous year? 

A. The two items mainly responsible for the increase are 
the amortization of the indebtedness which will amount 
to more than $10,000 for the year and a $3,000 item for 
the salary of a full-time librarian. Provision for addi- 
tional clerical and custodial help also necessitate addi- 


tional operational expense. 
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3. Q. How is it proposed that this increased budget be met? 
A. There appears to be but one way. That is to ask tl:e sup- 
porting Synods to inerease their contributions to Central. 
Generally speaking it will be necessary for Synods to 
double their apportionment for the Seminary. 


4. . What apportionment will be required per communing 
member for Seminary support? 
A. On an average, 75 cents per communing member. 


5 O. How much of an increase will this mean for the Midwest 
Synod? 
A. It will mean an increase from 45 cents to 75 cents per 
communing member 


Believing that a larger representation on the Board of Direct- 
ors is desirable, the Executive Committee has adopted, subject to 
the approval of the Board in May, the following schedule of elected 
— 2 and staggering of the expiration dates of the elected 
mem 


SYNOD ELECTED MEMBERS AND 
EXPIRATION DATES THEREOF 
Laymen Pastor 
Nebraska (2) 54 4 556 (2) 53 & "65 
Midwest (2) 53 & 55 (1) 56 
Iowa 4 (2) 54 4 56 (1) 53 
Kansas (1) 6 (1) 54 
Texas (1) "65 (1) 53 
Rocky Mountain (1) 54 (1) 56 


With the president of each Synod being ex-officio, a member of 
the Board, the total membership would be twenty-two, with ninc 


of the total being laymen. 


Our Synod is respectfully requested to elect at this convention, 
members of the Board, according, to the foregoing schedule, 80 
that, in the event the Board approves the schedule, the Synod will 
immediately have its full representation thereon. 


The Board would record its genuine appreciation of the very fine 
and co-operative spirit manifested by the architect and all the con- 
tractors in the building program. We could not wish for better. 


We recommend that the Synod increase its support to Central 
Seminary to 75 cents per communing member. 


Respectfully, 
Lorin J. Wolff 
Paul H. G. Moessner 


The motion prevailed that the recommendation be referred to 
the Committee on the Review of the Executive Board’s Report. 


The Committee of Tellers reported. Mr. Carl Grothen having re- 
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ceived the necessary majority was declared elected Treasurer of 


The Committee on Evangelism Reported. A supplemental report 
was distributed. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


Your committee likes to submit the following observation on 
the work of Evangelism 

Successful Lay-Visitations with a goodly harvest of souls are 
reported from several congregations. One Preaching Mission was 
held but the results are unknown to us. 

Congregations reporting good results from Evangelism also re- 
port: We followed faithfully the suggested “Plan”. We like to 
stress this Evangelism Plan. In order to secure desired results 
proper preparations must be made and the preparations are sug- 
guested by the Plan.“ See material furnished through the Pastor's 
Desk Book or consult 1951 minutes of synod pages 50 and 51 


Necessary material for instruction for Lay-Visitation may be 
secured through your committee members or from Mrs. Ernest 
Stuehmer, Scribner, Nebraska, in charge of the Midwest Synod- 
Visual-Audio-Film Depository. 

A special meeting studying the possibilities of Preaching 
Missions on the Midwest territory will be held before synod con- 
venes. 


SUPPLEMENT REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


Your committee herewith presents the following information 
and recommendations as a supplement to printed report: 


The Board of Social Missions of the ULCA will make a field 
worker in Evangelism available to the Nebraska and Midwest synod 
congregations in the state of Nebraska for the month of September. 
The plan is to gather laymen with pastors from a given territory 
for actual work in Evangelism. As we realize that this should give 
great impetus to those congregations already active in this work 
and perhaps stir other congregations to begin this soul-winning 
work, your committee recommends: 


1. Synod authorize the committee on Evangelism to ar- 
range for an itinerary of this field worker to assist congregations 
desiring such help and willing to co-operate with others on their 
territory in the work of Evangelism. 


The Board of Social Missions also offers to conduct a Preach- 
ing Mission Workshop in Fremont on October Ist and 2nd. Ap- 
proximately twenty ministers from the Nebraska and Midwest 
synods are expected to attend such a workshop to be trained as 
missioners, These ministers should be willing and able to give two 
Sundays to this work. The Board offers to pay for the meals and 
plans to secure the seminary as a meeting place and have Salem 


Lutheran Church conduct a Preaching Mission during the work- 
shop days. 


2. Synod authorize the committee on Evangelism to make plans 
with the Social Mission Board for such a Preaching Mission Work- 
shop; secure ministers willing to give at least two Sundays for 
Preaching Missions to attend the workshop; make plans for Preach- 
ing Missions with pastors and congregations; and recommends fur- 
ther that synod pay the traveling expenses for this Preaching Mis- 
sion Workshop. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ERICH PETERSEN, Chairman 


The chair was sustained in ruling that Recommendation No. 1 
is not in conflict with the By-Laws of the Constitution. Recom- 
mendations No. 1 and No. 2, were adopted. 


The session was closed with prayer by the Convention Chaplain. 


THIRD SESSION 


Wednesday Morning, May 14, 1952 


The Convention Chaplain conducted the opening devotions. 

The roll of clerical delegates was called. 

The roll of lay delegates was called. 

Dr. Lesher and Mr. August Brei were seated as guests. 

The minutes of the previous session were approved as read. 

The Committee on Reference and Council reported. 

The recommendations were adopted. 

Pastors John Jacobs and John Shiery were welcomed as guests. 
Mr. Jake Bachman was welcomed as guest. 

Dr. Schroeder brought greetings from Pastor E. Wendt and H. 
Teckhaus. 


sen 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HONORARIUMS 
The Special Committee to Study Honorariums met at Schuyler, 


Negraska March 4th, 1952 with all members present except Rev. 
Hugo Welchert. 


Pastor K. Koenig was designated chairman and Pastor P. O. An- 
secretary. 


After considerable deliberation, and the study of honor- 
ariums paid by five church bodies, as follows: 
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—this committee recommends to Synod the following: 

1—that the following Honorariums be paid by Synod; Vice 
president, nothing; Secretary, $175; Treasurer, $275; Sta- 
tistician, $100; Editor, $85; Subscription Manager, $65; 
Manager. $15. 

2—that Synod consider combining the offices of Editor and 
Manager 

that if further reductions be made in payment of honor- 
ariums that they be made on a proportionate basis. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Karl Koenig, chairman 
Rev. P. O. Anderson, secretary 
Walter Feye 
Henry Willers 


It was moved and seconded to adopt the recommendation No. 1. 

It was moved to amend Recommendation No. 1 to change the 
figure for Editor from $85 to $75 and for Subscription Manager from . 
$65 to $75. The amendment was seconded and carried, | 

The motion carried to extend the time for 5 minutes. 

The motion was made and seconded to amend Recommendation 
No. 1 by substituting the figures as contained in the table referring 


to the honorariums of last year. The amendment carried. The Re- 
commendation as amended was adopted. 


Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. Recommendation No. 3 was 
moved to be stricken. It was seconded and carried. 


The election of the Editor of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN was 
ordered, 


The Report of the Merger Committee was presented. 
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RPPORT OF THE MERGER COMMITTEE 


During the 1951 Symodical Convention. the following recommen- 
dztion was adopied- (See page 72, 1951 Proceedings) 


“We recommend that 2 merger commitice, appointed by the 

Executive Board. continue negotiations with similar com- 

mittees of the Kansas, and Nebraska Synods, to exp'ore the 

feasibility of « merger with the hope of finding 2 solution 
te the obstacles mentioned in the above report.” 

The Merger Committee appointed is: Your Executive Board 
and Pastor William Goede, and Mr. Herman Langholz. 

Your Merger Committee met in Lincoln, Nebraska. on February 
13. A motion was passed that the Merger Committee express itself 
2s willing to mect with the Merger Committees of the Kansas and 
Nebraska Synods to discuss the merger of Synods. 


The Joint Merger Committees of the Kansas, Midwest, and Ne- 
braska Synods met at Kountze Memorial Church, Omaha, Nebraska, 
on March 20, 1952 with Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the 
U. I. . as Chairman. The following recommendations were 


* 


“RESOLVED: 


“(1) That Midwest Synod looks with favor in principle upon 2 
merger with the Kansas Synod and the Nebraska Synod. 


“(2) (a) That the Executive Committee of this Synod be in- 
structed to appoint a committee of five members to meet jointly with 
similar committees of the Kansas Synod and the Nebraska Synod to 
draft a constitution for a merged synod, this constitution to be sub- 
natted for action to the 1953 convention gf all three synods. | 


“(b) And further that this Synod, jointly with the Kansas 
Synod and the Nebraska Synod request the Executive Board of The 
United Lutheran Church in America to appoint a representative to 
convene and advise with the joint committee. 


“(3) That this synod agrees that the constitution of the merged 
synod shall include the following section dealing with the member- 
ship of ministers in non-ecclesiastical organizations; to wit, 


“The Synod shall have the richt to advise and admonish 
concerning association and affiliation of its ministers with 
non-ecrlesiastical and other organizations whose principles 
or practices appear to be inconsistent with full loyalty to 
the Christian Church. ; 


‘ “(4) That this synod record its understanding that the follow- 
ing resolution on this same subject will be presented (preferably by 
the joint committee referred to above) at the first convention of 
the merged synod; to wit, 
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“The Synod advises all its pastors to avoid membership in 
fraternal organizations because such membership offends 
the consciences of many Christians.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
Your Merger Committee 


Werner P. Weichert, Secretary 


The motion was made that after a period of prayer by the Con- 
vention Chaplain, a vote by ballot be immediately taken on the re- 
commendations in the report. The motion was lost. (2/3 was nec- 
essary. 38 voted for. 31 voted against.) 


The motion was made and seconded that the 23 rule shall apply 
in the balloting on these resolutions. 


The Chair was sustained in his rule that the motion is in order. 
The previous motion was lost. 


Dr. Pinkal, Representative of the Nebraska Synod, was seated 
as an advisory member and brought greetings from that Synod. 


Recommendations No. 1, No. 2a, and No. 2b, were adopted. 

It was moved and seconded that Recommendation No. 3 be re- 
ferred to the new merger committee to word the Recommendation so 
that it will accomplish the requirements of our present constitution. 


Notice was served by Pastor Moessner that an amendment on 
Recommendation No. 3 would be presented if the previous motion is 
lost. 

The call for the previous question prevailed. 

The motion to refer was lost. 

Pastor Moessner moved to amend Recommendation No. 3, te 
strike the words “advise and admonish” and substituting “forbid” 
and by striking the words “appear to be” and substituting the word 
“are”. The motion was seconded. 


It was moved to have a five minute recess. ‘The motion was 


The motion was made to close debate on the amendment, Second- 
ed and carried. 
The amendment was lost. 


The motion was made and seconded to amend by striking out 
words “have the right to” and to substitute the words “to avoid for 
the word “concerning”. 


The motion prevailed to make the Merger Report a special order 
to be the first item of business in the Wednesday afternoon session. 


Dr. Kinard, Representative of the U.L.C.A., gave to Convention 
the second half of his presentation. He ably challenged us to see 
Christ’s call of Descipleship to Mercy and the Descipleship of Means 
in the church. 


—61— 


3 
* 
lost. 
1 


The Committee of Tellers reported. 


Pastor Paul Moessner having received the necessary majority 
was declared elected Editor of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN. 


The election of the Subscription Manager of THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN was ordered. 


The Report of the Committee on the Ministry was presented, 
Several names were added to lists of students. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


The Committee on the Ministry organized at a regular meet- 
ing, June 26, 1951, elected the following officers: Dr. Herman Goede, 
chairman; Prof. Richard R. Syre, secretary-treasurer. 


The following are members of the Committee: President Lorin 
Wolff, Dr. A B. Lentz, Dr. Fred Nolte, and Dr. M. A. Ritzen. 


In the course of the past year the following pastors were inter- 
viewed and recommended to the president: Pastor Harvey Bern- 
hardt, Pastor Karl Friedrich Hering, and Pastor Paul Kuehner. 


The Committee on the Ministry has at present under its super- 
vision the following approved students: 


A. At Midland College 
1. Daniel Breunsbach, Home, Kansas—freshman 
2. Edwin Dickhoff, Ohiowa, Nebraska—senior 
3. Leland Diekhoff, Ohiowa, Nebraska—freshman 
4. Arthur Homburg, Ellis, Kansas—freshman 
5. Paul Koenig, Yutan, Nebraska—senior 
6. Stanley Rogge, Linn, Kansas—junior 
7. Ormal Saathof, Hastings, Nebraska—freshman 
8. Lyle Smidt, Pilger, Nebraska—senior 
9. Dean Sudman, Wisner, Nebraska—senior 
10. Theodore Thompson, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma— -junior 
11. Charles Mayberry, Pender, Nebraska. 


B. At Other Colleges 


1. Paul Miller. * Nebraska junior, Wayne Teachers’ 
College 


2. Morris Niedenthal, Russell, Kansas—sophomore, North- 
western University 


3. Richard W. Schricker, Grand Island, Nebraska—junior 
University of Nebraska 
4. John Bloch, Stillwater, Okla., Oklahoma A. & M. 
C_ At Central Seminary 
Juniors 


1. Wesley Fuerst, Wilcox, Nebraska 
2. Harlan Heier, Wayne, Nebraska 
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8. Alexander Wacker, Lincoln, Nebraska 


Middlers 

1. Harlan Brei, Odell, Nebraska 

2. Karl Koenig, Yutan, Nebraska 

3. Arthur Miller, Gothenburg, Nebraska 


Seniors 
1. Dan Schroeder, Glenvil, Nebraska 
2. Gulbis Modris, Fremont, Nebraska. Special student. 


D. At Other Seminaries 


1. Edward Amend, Wisner, Nebraska—junior, Maywood Sem. 
2. Burnell Hartman, Blue Hill, Nebraska—senior, Maywood 


Sem. 
3. Fred Wolff, Sterling, Nebraska—senior, Nortwestern Sem. 


The following are women students of the Midwest Synod pre- 
paring for full-time service, not under the supervision of the Com- 
mittee on the Ministry: 

1. Shirley Hines, Alliance, Nebraska—senior 8 
2 Joan Hirz, Northboro, Iowa senior 
3. Frieda Koenig, Yutan, Nebruska— senior 


The following students have in the past received. or are now 
receiving, aid from the Synod: 

1. Edward Amend 
2. Harlan Brei 
3. Edwin Diekoff 
4. Burnell Hartman 
5. Harlan Heier 
6. Karl Keenig 
7. Paul Koenig 
8. Gulbis Modris 
9. Stanley Rogge 

10. Lyle Smidt 

11. Alex Wacker 

12. Fred Wolff 


The Synod instructed the Committee at the 1951 convention 
not to allow financial help to any student during the freshman year 
in college. This regulation was observed. 


The Committee during the past year had individual interviews 
with all the students of the Synod at present at Midland and Central. 


A new method of registering and acknowledging aid received by 
Synod was carried into effect. Students now receiving such aid 
are requested to acknowledge in a new note the accumulated debt to 
Synod, Synod thus carrying only one note at the time for the full 
eid granted the student. 


The Committee also made a special study of a possible policy 
in regard to the granting of aid to women preparing for full-time 
service in the church. This proposal appears in connection with this 
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The Committee appropriated the amount of $60 to be used in co- 
operation with the Luther League for travel allowance for Luther 
Leaguers desiring to attend the Life Service Retreat of Central 
Seminary. This amount was not expended this year. 


The Board of Education of the ULC held a very helnful confer- 
ence on ministerial education on November 6 and 7, 1951. Repre- 
sentatives of our Synod’s Committee on the Ministry, together with 
similar committees from the Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, and Rocky 
Mountain synods, and representatives of our educational institu- 
tions, attended. The conference explored the different practices 
current in synods on this territory in regard to ministerial] students. 
The results of this conference, now available, are aiming toward 
greater uniformity and a more effective guidance of candidates for 


the ministry. 


The following is offered as a proposed policy of Synod, which 
was worked out in consultation with the Boards of Education, Dea- 
coness Work, Social Missions, and Foreign Missions: 


A Proposed Policy of the Midwest Synod in regard to the Grant- 
ing of Aid to Women Preparing for Full-Time 


Service in the Church 


In response to inquiries regarding Synod’s policy and procedure 
in granting aid to needy women students preparing for full-time 
service in the Church, the Committee on the Ministry submits the 
following report for consideration and acceptance by Synod: 


1, Synod favors in principle the granting of aid to needy women 
students on the undergraduate level preparing for full-time service 
in the Church. 


2. Requests for such aid are to be addressed to the Synod’s Com- 
mittee on the Ministry. 


3. The president of Synod is directed to appoint as consultative 
members of the Committee on the Ministry two women to meet with 


the Committee when such candidates are interviewed and such grant 
in aid is being considered. | 


4. The Committee on the Ministry is to interview such appli- 
cants and to grant aid when the following conditions are met: 


a. A favorable report on character, consecration, scholastic 
ability, and health is received by the Committee 
1. from the pastor of the church and the church council 
2. from at least two teachers as to scholastic ability 
3. from a physician ag to health 


b. Satisfactory evidence is presented that without such aid 
she would not be able to begin or continue her preliminary 
preparation at Midland College or continue her preparation 
at the Deaconess Motherhouse. 
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5. Such loan grants shall not exceed the amount granted the 
Synod’s beneficiary students for the ministry. 


6. The loan grant shall be deemed cancelled when four years of 
full-time service have been rendered in one of the institutions or 
parishes of the Midwest Synod or five years of service in one of the 
U. L. C. A.’s boards, agencies, institutions, or parishes. 


7. If in case of marriage or for any other reason the beneficiary 
discontinues full-time service to the Church prior to the four or five 
years respectively stipulated under item 6, the loan grant shall be- 
come due in proportion to the remaining years of service not ren- 
dered. 


8. Such aid shall be granted in the following order of prefer- 
ence: 


a. Deaconesses and foreign missionaries 
b. Parish workers 
e. Student service 
d. Social workers 


The following are recommendations of the Committee on the 
Ministry: 


1. That the proposed 1952-53 budget totalling $2096.47 for the 
minimum anticipated needs of the Committee be approved 


2. That Synod accept the proposed policy in regard to granting 
aid to women preparing for full-time service in the church. 


3. That the notes of the following pastors now in the active 
ministry be cancelled: 

(1.) Paul Hansen 
$ 80.00 Jan. 1946 
$100.00 Sept. 1946 

(2.) Theodore Moehring 
$ 57.50 Feb. 1944 
$ 57.50 Oct. 1944 
$100.00 Oct. 1946 

(3.) Fred Nolte 
$ 57.50 Feb. 1944 
$ 57.50 Oct. 1944 
$100 00 Sept. 1946 
$ 80.00 Jan. 1946 

(4.) Norman Schroeder 
$200.00 Feb. 1946 
$100.00 Sept. 1946 


4. That the notes of Verle Harris to the amount of $540 and 
Robert Hulse to the amount of $600 be turned over to the treasurer 
of Synod for collection. 


Recommendation No. 1 was referred to the Committee on the 
Review of the Executive Boards Report. 


The motion carried to extend the time to complete action on the 
recommendations, 
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Recommendations No. 2 and No. 3 were adopted. 
The Vice President was asked to take the chair. 


The motion prevailed to refer Recommendation No. 4 back to the 
Committee. 


REPORT OF TREASURER OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 


MINISTRY 
INCOME: 
Balance in Treasury July 1 ~...----~.-~-. . $ 475.35 
Received from Synolk 2,000.00 
Special gift 
EXPENDITURE: 
81,480.00 
Total 
NALANCE IN TREASURY: 
March 10, 1952 661 $1,054.33 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. R. Syre, Secretary-Treasurer. 


The Tellers reported. 


Miss Tillie Krambeck having received the necessary majority 
was declared elected Subscription Manager for THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN. 


By common consent the Ministerium was scheduled for 1:30 in 
the afternoon. 


The Convention Chaplain closed the session with prayer. 


FOURTH SESSION | 
Wednesday Afternoon, May 14, 1952 


The session was opened with prayer by the Conyention Chaplain. 
The minutes of the previous session were approved as read. 
The Committee on Reference and Council reported. 

Its recommendations were adopted. 

The Report of the Merger Committee was continued. 

The amendment to Recommendation No. 3 was lost. 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 


It was moved to refer Recommendation No, 4 to the new merger 
committee of five, together with the Executive Board, to formulate 
wording in harmony with our present constitution. It was seconded. 


The motion was made that the debate be closed. The motion 


The motion to refer was lost. 
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Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 
Mr. Bunge; from Auburn, Nebraska, and Dr. Frederick, Fremont, 
Nebraska, were welcomed as guests. 


The Report of the Ministerium was presented. 
THE MINISTERIUM 
Wednesday Afternoon, May 14, 1952 


President Wolff called the ministerium to order at 1:30 P.M. 
Pastor Louis de Freese led in prayer. 


The ministerium reports that it has no recommendations at this 
time for Synod to consider. 


Pastor Lenser closed the session with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, 
Secretary of Synod 


The Committee on Nominations of Lay Delegates to the U.L.C.A. 
Convention reported the following nominations: 


Gene Brack, Hoisington, Kansas. 

August Brei, Odell, Nebraska. 

Karl Friedeman. Stillwater, Oklahoma 
Carl Grothen, Hastings, Nebraska 
William Horst, Grand Island, Nebraska. 
John Huttenmeyer, Lincoln, Nebraska 
Walter Jobman, Gothenburg, Nebraska 
Lloyd Lewallen, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Harry Ross, Otoe, Nebraska. 

10. E. Donald Schmidt, Springfield, Nebraska. 
11. Paul Stromer, Glenvil, Nebraska. 

12. Emil Sudman, Wisner, Nebraska. 

13. Burton Vannier, Hildreth, Nebraska 

14. George Wehling, Lanham, Nebraska. 

15. Fred Born, Follett, Texas. 


Mr. Carl Wichman was nominated from the floor. The nomina- 
tions were closed. The first ballot for Lay delegates to the U. L. C. A. 
Convention was ordered. 


Mr. Oscar Grothen, from Hastings, Nebraska was presented by 
Pastor Paul de Freese. Mr. Grothen extended an invitation to hold 


the 1953 Convention at Ist St. Paul's, Hastings. 


The motion prevailed to accept the invitation. 
The Home Mission Board presented its report. 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS 


Three meetings were held during the synodical year. 
— 
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At the first meeting held June 27, 1951 at the I. W. C. A. in Lin- 
coln, Nebraska the board organized with Theodore Althof, Chairman; 
Hugo Welchert, Secretary; Carl Goldenstein, Treasurer. 


The board decided to keep the money received from the sale of 
the Oklahoma land in trust for the Stillwater parish until the con- 
gregation is ready to build, and at that time to require a conditional 
mortgage to protect the interests of Synod. 


We were happy to be informed that President Lorin Wolff was 
appointed to the Regional Mission Committee. This is the first 
time that our Synod has had representation. 


Since Ralston, Nebraska was assigned to our Synod, a survey of 
this field was requested. 


The second meeting of the board was held September 26, 1951 
in the parsonage of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Norfolk, Nebraska. 


Applications of our mission parishes were considered. 


Niobrara-Lindy was recommended to the Board of Americar 
Missions with the application for $1140.00 in salary aid. Our board 
is granting $450.00 travel expenses. 


United Lutheran-Lincoln was recommended to the Board of 
American Missions with the application for $1740.00 in salary aid. 
Our board is granting $450.00 towards house rent. 


Lodge Pole-Chappell was granted $891.00 in salary aid by our 
board and $150.00 travel expenses. 


The Great Bend mission was assured of the board’s support and 
payment of incidental expenses. 


Last fall a survey of Ralston was completed by Pastors Lorin 
Wolff, A. B. Lentz, Werner Welchert, Hugo Welchert, and Layman 
Frederick Spethcam. While Ralston a growing town with a popu- 
lation of 1300 has only a Community Church, the survey did not 


convince board that a missi i the 
field ten eo on developer should be sent into 


The third meeti held 
Lincoln, Nebraska. — December 10, 1951 in Tabitha Home 


Dr. A. M. Knudsen, English Mission Secretary of the Board of 
ry of the 
American Missions was an appreciated visitor at this meeting. 


On the basis of the American Missions Board’s study of the 
9 of Ralston it was decided that this field be retained for sur- 
veillance and that Pastor Werner Welchert of nearby Papillion be 
asked to keep a watchful eye on the field. 


ae on record as favoring the separation of the 
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We rejoice with gratitude to our Lord that the board is able to 
announce the organization of St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Great Bend, Kansas, and we recognize the fine work of Mission 
Developer, Pastor Fred Henkel. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Your Board 
Hugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary 


SYNODICAL HOME MISSIONS 


Financial 
1951 

SYNODICAL CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
BALANCE ON HAND, January 10, 198111 $ 505.00 
RECEIPTS 
Sale of Oklahoma Land __-.................... 710.73 
Payment on Loan (Lincoln Church) * — 150.00 
BALANCE ON HAND, January 10, 1952 . $1,365.73 
GENERAL FUND 
BALANCE ON HAND, January 10, 1951 1,977.77 
RECEIPTS: 
Synodical Treasurer — 2,090.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS PLUS BALANCE ON HAND oo 4,067.77 
DISBURSEMENTS: 1951 
Lodge Pole-Chappell Parish - --.. 1,140.00 
Lindy-Niobrara Paris 450.00 
448.20 
Great Bend Parish 426.10 
Pension for Mission Pastors — 
Committee Expenses 200.89 
Postage, Letterheads & Envelopes 18.77 
Rev. L. J. Wolff (Survey & Mileage) $2.70 
Pulpit Supply (Lindy-Niobrara) - 4890 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS - 2,863.10 
BALANCE ON HAND, (General Fund) 

1,204.67 
TOTAL BALANCE IN BANK, January 10, 19522 $2,570.40 — 


(Columbus State Bank) 


Submitted by, 
C. R. Goldenstein 


The first ballot for Clerical delegates to the U.L.C.A, Conven- 
tion was ordered. 


The Report of the Committee on Protocol and Secretaries Re- 
port was presented. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROTOCOL AND 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 


Your committee on Protocol and Secretary’s Report has ex- 
* 
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amined the proceedings of the Sixty Second Convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod in The Midwest of The United Lutheran 
Church in America, held in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church of Hildreth, 
Nebraska, on May 14-17, 1951, and have found that they are accurate, 
and are in harmony with the original manuscript. 


Pastor W. Churchill pointed out the following error in The Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society Report: 


On page 96 of the printed minutes of said report that the report 
should read, “We have had an increase in membership of 25.8%”, 
instead of 8.4%“. 


We commend the work of the Secretary, Pastor Werner P. Wel- 


chert, and recommend that Synod recognize his work with a rising 
vote of thanks. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR W. HUNEKE 
ROLIN HENNERBERG 
GEORGE W. WEHLING 
EARL F. HEUSER 
WILLIAM VON WAADEN 
KARL F. HERING 


The Recommendation was adopted. 


The Report of the Committee on the Statisticians Report was_ 


presented. 
COMMITTEE REPORT ON STATISTICAL REPORT 


The committee on Statistical Secretary’s Report has carefully 
studied the report and checked the statistics of the statistician. 


In comparing 1951 statistics with those of 1950, we note some 
increase in total valuation and a decrease in indebtedness. 


We recommend: 


No. 1. That all pastors, in compiling future financial reports 
use as a basis, the Synodical Treasurer’s statements. 


No. 2 To the Secretary of Synod, that a special effort be made 
to get the printed minutes of Synod into the hands of the pastors, 
before they must make out their Parochial Reports. 


No. 3 That the statistician be commended for his conscientious 
and efficient work, by a rising vote of thanks. 


Your Committee, 
PAUL C. KUEHNER, Chairman 
JOHN WEERS, Secretary 


HENRY TRAWNY 
KENNETH BEAVER 


FREDERICK NOLTE (not present) 
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Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. Recommendation No. 2 
was lost. Recommendation No. 3 was adopted, 


The President of the Synodical Women’s Missionary Society, 
Mrs. W. F. V. Churchill, and the President of the Synodical Brother- 
hood, Mr. William Suhr, were recognized. 

The Report of Nebraska Lutheran Social Service was presented. 


REPORT OF NEBRASKA LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE 


“The purpose shall be to serve as a common social service as- 
sociation for National Lutheran Council church bodies operating in 
Nebraska, to develop and administer programs of Christian social 
service as needs are demonstrated and resources permit. It shall 
work in close cooperation with other social service programs in the 
state and shall participate in coordinating programs which may be 
sponsored by the Churches or communities,” (Constitution of Ne- 
braska Lutheran Social Service, Article II-Purpose) 


On December 5, 1949, representatives of the National Lutheran 
Council Churches met in Omaha to discuss the development of a 
greatly needed social service program. More meetings were held 
and a proposed constitution framed to be referred to the respective 
synods. Midwest Synod adopted this constitution, and upon approval 
of the Executive Board of the ULCA, we became an official member 
of the Nebraska Lutheran Social Service. 


With Lutheranism representing approximately 13% of the en- 
tire population of the state of Nebraska and 57% of the Lutherans 
being National Lutheran Council, the need for such a common Social 
Service program was clear. In addition to being of service and as- 
sistance to the parish pastor and his members, a Social Service pro- 
gram would be of great help in meeting the challenge of the un- 
churched in our State. Approximately 57% of the entire popula- 
tion of Nebraska is unchurched which gives the Lutherans a mission 
responsibility of approximately 200,000. 


On January 17, 1951, the “new child” was born and officially 
christened, “Nebraska Lutheran Social Service” because the synods, 
conferences, and districts representing more than three-fourths of 
the N. L. C. congregations in Nebraska had ratified the proposed 
constitution. The Board of Directors, composed of official synodical 
representatives, elected the necessary officers. Committees were 
organized and the general work launched to get the “new child” off 
to a healthy and long-life expectancy. Officers of the Board are: 
Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, President; Pastor O. Reeg, Hebron, Vice 
President; Pastor Alfred Young, Lincoln, Secretary; and, Mr. Her- 
man Brockmeier, Lincoln, Treasurer. 


The Division of Welfare of the National Lutheran Council, Dr. 
C. E. Krumbholz, Executive Secretary, Rev. Leon Zahn, Field Con- 
sultant, and Dr. Carl Plack, Director of Chaplaincy Service, gave in- 
valuable counsel and assistance in the planning, organizing, and 
launching of thig new program and we will continue to look to them 
for help as the “child” grows into maturity and old age. 


„ 
. 


After studying reports on Nebraska and the development of So- 
cial Service programs in other states, the Board felt that our pro- 
gram should start with a chaplaincy program because it presents 
the greatest need in a cooperative program at this time. 


The need for a chaplaincy program is immediate. Of the 160,000 
annual admissions to Nebraska hospitals, 25,000 are Lutheran and 
another 28,500 are from our mission responsibility list. 


The National Lutheran Council recommended: 


A. “the development of a Chaplaincy Service on a voluntary 
basis at the hospitals and homes in the communities over the 
State, enlisting the cooperation of parish pastors.” 


B. “the expansion of the Chaplaincy Service to provide a full- 
time chaplain in (1) Lincoln, and (2) Omaha. More than 
fifty per cent of all admissions to hospitals in the Lincoln 
and Omaha area are from other parts of the state and, 

therefore, away from their own pastor.” 


The Board of Directors extended a call to Pastor L. C. Pretty, 
Hubbard, Ohio, to be “Institutional Chaplain in the Lincoln area and 
to direct the Chaplaincy Services throughout the State.” Pastor 
Pretty accepted the Call and was installed into his new work on 
January 13, 1952. 

The office for Nebraska Lutheran Social Service is in Pastor 


— home, 3311 W Street, Lincoln, Nebraska. The telephone is 


Contact Chaplains for Nebraska Lutheran Social Service are: 
1. In the Beatrice area, Pastor John Schiller 
2. At the Lincoln Veteran's Hospital, Pastor E. C. Hansen 


Contact Chaplains cooperating with Nebraska Lutheran Social 
Service are: 


1. In the Hastings area, Pastor William Goldbeck 
2. At the Grand Island Veterans Hospital, Pastor W. E. Buss 
3. At the Omaha Veterans Hospital, Pastor Allen Bergquist 


. Time has not permitted Pastor Pretty to visit many communi- 
ties, but as soon as possible a complete list of Contact Chaplains in 
each community will be sent to each pastor. 


You can help this essential program by: 


1. Sending Pastor Pretty the names of N.L.C. persons in State 
hospitals and institutions. 


2. Sending Pastor Pretty the names of N.L.C. persons in hos- 
pitals, homes or institutions in the Lincoln area. 


Nebraska Lutheran Social Service can serve and your peo- 
ple better with your assistance. | 2 g 


J 
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The prayers of many pastors were answered when the Nebraska 
Lutheran Social Service started to function in January. This type of 
kingdom work will need your prayers, as well as those of your lay- 
people, if it is to serve God and our people with an adequate Social 
Service program. A full-time chaplain in the Omaha area is a must 
as soon as possible. With your prayers and support, this program 
will grow into an extended spiritual ministry to the glory of God 
and the salvation of many souls. 


Contributions for this program should be gent through our 
synodical treasurer. 


Contributiong from our Synod for Chaplaincy service, as well 
as for Family and Child Care, are now channeled through the trea- 
sury of the Nebraska Lutheran Social Service. 


Finances for the Chaplaincy work in Nebraska are to be raised 
by one annual free-will offering from each congregation in Nebraska 
for this purpose. Until the program can be adequately explained to 
our people, we will need to supplement the gifts from congregations 
from the synodical budget. 


You are encouraged to ask Pastor Pretty to interpret this work 
to your congregation or groups in your congregation. 


Our Synod paid for Family and Child Care work, to the Luth- 
eran Children’s Home Society in Omaha a total of $800 in 1951. 


The following congregations sent in special offerings for Chap- 
laincy work in 1961: 


Pilger, St. Peters. 513.00 Falls City, St. Peter's 846.00 
Norfolk, St. John's 18.00 Yutan, St. John's 42.00 
Lindy, Good Shepherd... 5.75 Sterling, St. Johns 28.74 
Hastings Immanuel 28.85 Gothenburg, Zion 32.00 
Niobrara, Lutheran . 4.00 Schuyler, St. John 8.04 
Fontanelle, Salem 12.50 Pender, St. Marks 50.00 
Pierce, Christ 60.50 Auburn, St. John's 36.80 
Columbus, St. John's 69.50 Lincoln, Frieden 57.24 
Pender. St. Peters 142.75 Niobrara Lutheran 24.59 


We pray that the response in 1952 may be 100%. 
Respectfully submitted, 
LORIN J. WOLFF. 

KARL KOENIG 


A REPORT OF CHAPLAINCY AT THE VETERANS HOSPITAL 
AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 


During 1951 we made 71 visitations to the Veterans Hospital 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, contacting approximately 785 patients, in- 
cluding Polio, ‘Tuberculosis, Cancer, Hodgkin and Lukemia patients. 


The patient load at the beginning of the year was about 26 per 
week. Toward the end of the year and up to the present month the 
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patient load has risen to approximately 36 per week and is steadily 
increasing. Men of the Korean battle fields have been patients here 
since about the middle of the year. 


We urge each pastor to inform us immediately whenever a 
member of his congregation enters the Veterans Hospital. For 
many it ig a new experience. Most of the men come into strange 
surroundings and are strangers to everyone. They are happy when- 
ever a pastor of their faith contacts them. It means that their 
— has not forsaken them, but stands with them and is ready 
to them. 


The many words of appreciation from the patients are encour- 
aging to the ministering pastor. I only wish that I was better 
equipped to give to these deserving men and women more for what 
their souls crave, and give it to them in a better way. Having min- 
istered to approximately 4,000 men and women whose souls, bodies, 
and minds were afflicted, and whose afflictions were often ag- 
gravated by family troubles, social troubles, and financial troubles; 
and thinking about the hundreds and thousands in the many State 
Institutions, one can’t help but ask the question: ‘Why did the 
Church, until just recently, pay so very little attention to these 
many souls, who needed the church and longed for the ministrations 
of the church?’ 


I am particularly happy that the Lutheran Social Service, has 
called a full time chaplain in the person of Pastor Loren Pretty. A 
dire need of long standing has now been met. Pastors and con- 
gregations of our synod should lend their fullest cooperation to our 
new chaplain in every possible way, in order that our many institu- 
tionalized brothers and sisters in the Lord, may receive the best 
their church has ta offer. We urge you to pray to God, that He 
may bless the work of this servant of the Church, to the glory of 
God, and to the welfare of many afflicted children who are one 
with us in the faith. 


Submitted by E. C. Hansen, 
National Lutheran Contact Chaplain at the 
Veterans Hospital in Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Pastor Pretty, Institutional Chaplain, was introduced by Pastor 
Koenig. Pastor Pretty spoke to the Convention. 


The tellers reported. 


Walter Jobman, Carl Grothen, and William Horst, having re- 


ceived the necessary majority were declared elected delegates to the 
U. L. C. A. Convention. 


The Report of the Committee on the Review of the Executive 
Board's Report was presented. 


Pee 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD’S REPORT 


Your committee examined the report of the Executive Board, 
and we wish to commend them for the extensive report of their ac- 
tivities as it appears in The Pre-convention Bulletin. 


1. We recommend a rising vote of thanks to be given the Execu- 
tive Board for their detailed report. 


2. We recommend the adoption of Recommendation No, 1, 
(page 22 in the Convention Bulletin), 


3. We recommend that Synod express its opinion on Recom- 
mendation No. 2, (page 22). 


4. We recommend the adoption of Recommendation No. 3 (The 
budget as presented by the Executive Board for 1953.) 


Respectfully submitted, 
VICTOR MOELLER 

C. R. GOLDENSTEIN 
KARL E. FRIEDEMANN 
CARL J. SCHROEDER 

J. A. BAHNSEN 

PAUL M. de FREESE 


Mr. Karl Friedeman acted as Chairman during the adoption of 
Recommendation No. 1. 


Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. Recommendation No. 3 
was moved and seconded. 


The substitute motion was made and seconded that Recommenda- 
tion No. 2 of the Executive Board’s Report be adopted. The sub- 
stitute motion was carried. N 

Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 


Pastor T. Moehring, official Representative of the Kansas Synod 
and adjacent states, brought greetings and was received as ad- 
visory member. 


The Committee on Oklahoma Land Holdings presented its final 


REPORT OF COMMTTEE ON OKLAHOMA LAND HOLDINGS 
Ist day August, 1952 


This is the statement of the total settlement of Oklahoma Push- 
mataha County land holdings of the Midwest Synod. 


Sale of Oklahoma land first of August, 19500 $1310.00 
— 800.00 
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First mortgage for two years ending the first day of August, 


1951 principal payment — 2223) 
Total principal left on mortgage for 1952222 287.71 
Total payment of principal of first of August, 19522 287.71 
Total payment of mortgage Ist of August, 1952_......----- 510.00 
Interest on mortgage for 1951 ---- 25.50 
Interest on mortgage for 1952 . 14.40 
Total of all mortgage and interest 549.90 
Total expense of sale of land such as abstract and 
other miscellaneous — 123.61 
Total Less Expense — 426.29 
Plus the down payment the first of August, 1950 . 800.00 


The final total sale of the Oklahoma land holdings in 
Pushmataha County of Oklahoma of the Midwest 
Synod is as read. 11 $1226.29 
Signature of the committee of the Oklahoma land holdings for 
the Midwest Synod. 


KARL E. FRIEDEMANN 
FRED H. BLOCH 
GEORGE OLTMANNS 


Tellers reported that there was no election on lay delegates to 


the U.L.C.A. Convention on the second ballot. 


The motion prevailed to confine the next ballot to double the 
number of men to be elected who have the highest number of votes. 


The Secretary for Social Missions presented his report. 


REPORT OF SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
Your Secretary of Social Missions attended the School on Mar- 


riage and Family Life which was sponsored by the Board of Social 


Missions of the United Lutheran Church at Wittenberg College, 
June 18-22. The curriculum for the school included Bible Study, un- 
der the Reverend T. A. Kantonen, Ph. D., which was concerned with 
the teachings of the Scriptures on the Family; a series of Sociologi- 
cal Studies entitled, “Family Life Under Social Change“, conducted 
by Dr Morris Greth; seminar groups; clinics with presentation of 
visual aids and the development of suggested congregations pro- 
grams. The evenings were spent in lectures and more discussion 


As a result of the School, the Board of Social Missions has as- 
sembled a “Study Packet on Marriage and Family”, which contains 
the addresses of Dr. Kantonen and Dr. Greth, some of the suggest- 
ed programs, some pamphlets on the whole subject and a biblio- 
graphy of films and additional books. 


The program of the school was excellent but it is regrettable 
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that more use has not been made of it by the congregations of 
Synod. The understanding was that a resume of the school and its 
findings would be made upon invitation by local pastors. One meet- 
ing of this sort was held in Lincoln with about sixty-five attending 
from Friedens, United Lutheran and Emerald Churches. Groups 
outside the church have been quite interested and presentations 
have been made to Women’s Club and Social Clubs upon this subject. 


Your Committee has sent three mailings up to the present time, 
with more planned for the future, to the pastors of Synod regard- 
ing issues upon which it was felt the church should speak and give 
guidance to her people. These subjects were the Presidents’ ap- 
pointment of an Ambassador to the Vatican, and the obligation to 
vote in the coming elections and an attempt to give some informa- 
tion about the candidates. 


This is a new field of work for Synod and it is felt that here is 
a place to make haste slowly. As there is no precedent to follow, 
the methods used and the attitudes and reactions toward the work 
of the committee are in their formative years. If the Church is to 
be served through this channel, by the dissemination of information, 
we ask your continued understanding and suggestions both as to 
subjects upon which you wish information and techniques and pro- 
cedures best suited to your use. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Robert E. Shirck, Secretary 


The Report of the Committee on Lutheran Student Work was 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR 
LUTHERAN STUDENT WORK 


Your Cammittee has during the year 1951 placed its principle 
effort on the work among students on the campus of the University 
of Nebraska, whereas in the past it divided its interests between 
Wayne Teachers College and the University. There are several rea- 
sons why our work this past year limited itself to the University 
campus. | 


First of all, it seems only fair to mention that the work is being 
done for Lutheran students at Wayne by two U. L. C. churches rep- 
resenting two synods. and in order to avoid a division of the Luther- 
an student body at the Collece, it was decided that the work with 
that student body be channeled through those two churches alter- 
nately and during the vear 1951 the meetings were held in St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church and was more or less under the care of the sister 
Synod. Hence your committee chose to devote its attention entirely 
on the work at the University. 


Secondly, it seems that inasmuch as the year 1951 marked the 
beginning of a more intensified work on the campus by virtue of 
the fact that the construction of the New Center was begun and is 


still in progress. 
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Your committee has made two appeals in the course of the year 
for the financial support of the Lutheran Student Foundation espe- 
cially for the purpose of getting the $1.00 per member contribution 
from the congregations of our Synod in Nebraska. 


The contributions have been coming in sporadically and inter- 
mittently. There are still many of our congregations who have not 
responded even with a token contribution. 


It will not be necessary for us to elaborate on the importance 
of this work in this report. You will find elsewhere in this pre- 
convention bulletin a report from the Student Pastor, Alvin Peter- 
son, this committee endorses that report whole heartedly and we 
hope ond pray that all of our pastors and laymen will recognize how 
vitally important this work is and how much the success of this min- 
istry to the students will depend upon the completion of the Student 
Center. Due to the lack of funds at various stages during the con- 
struction we were dangerously close several tirnes to call a halt and 
cease all further work on the building. To do so would have been a 
demoralizing blow to the whole program and it woud have caused 
great embarrassment to all Lutherans of the National Lutheran 
Council, especially in view of the fact that another Lutheran body 
is presently building its Chapel and Student Center also, and we 
understand thet they have the necessary funds on hand. 


Let us all resolve to do our utmost in the support of this most 
worthy cause, if we have not yet raised our quota of a dollar per 
— 1 this building program let us do so without delay in this 
year ‘ 


Following is a financial report of this committee dealing only 
with the funds that were channeled through this committee. 


Receipts in 1951: 
Balance brought forward from 1950 Cr $ 44.00 
Received Jan. 8th for Building Fund $ 53.00 
Received Jan. 12th for D 151.00 
Received Apr. 24 for Building Fung 78.97 
Received Apr. 24, Student Work 300.00 

Disbursements 801.97 
Balance on hand Jan. Ist, 198822. _ 25.00 


For 1951 we fell $125 short of our budget allowance. Your 
committee received only $450 for this work, it should have been $575 
as per budget. 


Expenditures 1951: 


Committee meeting in Fremont Jan. 11th, expenses 517.00 
Stencils and postage 2.00 
Paid to E. C. Hansen, Treas. of Student Foundation 
on April 25th 3 mn 782.97 
Total Expenses __. 8801.97 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. GOE DE, Sec.-Treas. 
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Dr. Herman Goede, introduced The Rev. Alvin Petersen, Pastor 
for National Lutheran Council students attending schools of Higher 
Education in Lincoln, Nebraska. Pastor Petersen spoke to the Con- 
vention. 


LUTHERAN STUDENT FOUNDATION 
Lincoln. Nebraska 


The problem of relating Christianity and education ig not a new 
one, but it is one of the chief issues that faces the church today. The 
separation of education from God has led America into a new pa- 
ganism which has a dual aspect, secularism and materialism. People 
plan without God and trust in the things which they have made. 
But within the soul there is a void. It is the existence of this vacuum 
which threatens to destroy America today. A vacuum will not long 
remain such. Something wil! flow into it. What shall it be? God, 
faith, Christianity; or Satan. despair, atheism 


The Christian church has the answer to human need, individu- 
ally, socially and nationally. But the Christian way of life must 
be believed in, practiced and taught. The church will not be effect- 
ive in its ministry unless it reaches the children and the young 
people of our land. One way of approach to the problem would be 
to teach Christianity in all our schools. But the pattern of Ameri- 
can education does not permit that, and for obvious reasons. Never 
theless the church cannot dismiss its responsibility at this point. 
Unless God is brought back into education, there is no bright hope 
for the future. 


What can be done? Much more than is being done. One place 
to begin in earnest is at the level of higher education. For the stu- 
dents of today are the potential leaders of tomorrow, in the voca- 
tions and professions. Granted we cannot teach religion in the class 
room we can nevertheless intensify our ministry to students who at- 
tend our state schools. We can also dismiss the attitude that these 
young people who attend our universities are lost to the church 
anyway, as some contend they are. We can recognize the fact that 
85% of our students attend state schools. We ought to envision the 
potential for Christian leadership if these students are caught with 
the challenge of Christian service. The church should provide a 
more adequate support for the — in this strategic area of 
home missions—all state colleges and universities. 


At the University of Nebraska the ministry to students is sup- 
ported by the Division of Student Service of the National Lutheran 
Council and through the Lutheran Student Foundation. The Foun- 
dation receives for its current support from all sources (National 
Lutheran Council, churches in Nebraska, and individual gifts) a sum 
“hich amounts to a little more than 10c per confirmed member of 
National Lutheran Council churches in Nebraska. There are an- 
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nually approximately 800 Lutheran students at the university. Of 
these about 250 are of the United Lutheran Church. Our ministry 
embraces these areas: preaching, teaching, counseling, visitations 
end supervision of the student house activities and the Lutheran 
Student Association. 


The Foundation is now building a new Lutheran Student Center 
on a choice site, right in the student residential area. Ground break- 
ing took place May 10, 1951, and the cornerstone was placed No- 
vember 4, 1951. The Foundation hopes that the first unit of the new 
center can be dedicated at the opening of the fall term. 

The cost of this main unit of the center is $100,000.00 exclusive 
of furnishings. The National Lutheran Council has furnished 840, 
000.00. $20,000.00 has been raised from churches in Nebraska. alum- 
ni and students. $35,000.00 is still expected from churches in Ne- 
braska. And of this amount a balance of about $7,000.00 is the 
Midwest Synod’s share. The Foundation fervently hopes that the 
congregations of the Midwest Svnod will complete their goals early 
this year. An additional amount of $10.000.00 must be raised from 
other sources such as individuals and organizations to complete the 
main unit and cover other buildine project expenses. Funds alse 
must be provided for furnishings. The lots cost $206.000.00 and were 
paid for by the National Lutheran Council. The Foundation also in- 
vites organizations and individuals to help build this center, as a 
citadel of faith, as a “house of God” for Lutheran students, as an 
investment in an educated Christian youth. 


The battle today is for the, souls of our voune peovle. May God 
strengthen our ministry among our students. The Foundation ex- 
presses ita sincere gratitude to the congregations and pastors of the 
Midwest Synod of United Lutheran Church for interest and support. 
We ask for your prayers. 


| For Lutheran Student Foundation and Division of Student 
Service, 
ALVIN M. PETERSEN 


Lutheran Pastor to Students 
University of Nebraska. 


The tellers reported on the first ballot for clerical delegates to 
the U.L.C.A. Convention. There was no election. 


The second ballot for clerical delegates to the U.L.C.A. Conven- 
tion was ordered. 


The Report on Lutheran Resettlement Service in Nebraska was 
presented. 


} 
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LUTHERAN RESETTLEMENT SERVICE FOR NEBRASKA 
REPORT TO THE MIDWEST SYNOD OF THE ULC 


We are pleased to give you at this time a brief report on the 
Lutheran Resettlement Service for Nebraska. This could well be 
a final report as the present Program in itg largest aspect comes to 
a close as of June 30, 1952. 1 


The total refugee quota permitted under the D. P. Act ot 1948 
has now been filled. All the families picked by the National Luth- 
eran Council have assurances. Nebraska has an outstanding record. 


To April 30, 1952, total number of Lutheran families resettled 
505. Total number of Lutheran persons resettled 1352. Tetal num- 
ber of Lutheran families yet to be resettled 55. Breakdown accord- 
ing to nationality - Latvian families 409, Estonian families 88, Ger- 
man families 36 plus 55 families yet to come, Hungarian families 9, 
Lithuanian families 6, Yugoslavian families 2, Polish families 2, and 
1 family each of Roumanian, Russian and White Russian. Three 
young men are serving in the U. S. Army. Occupations represented 
include musicians, pastors, doctors, nurses, students, farmers, car- 
penters, mechanics, electricians, and many others. 


This work involved many difficulties such as delays in arrival 
of families, cancellations by both the sponsors and the refugees, ex- 
ploitation by the sponsor, language barriers, opposition to the entire 
Program, opposition to the admittance of professional and skilled 
refugees, individual families’ problems, and many other difficulties. 
The record shows completion of the task in spite of these difficulties, 
due to the combined efforts of Lutheran pastors, brotherhoods, and 
congregations. It was God’s work and, therefore, it prospered. 


The primary purpose of this vast enterprise was to salvage 
Lutheran brethren from communism, from the war-torn debris of 
Europe, from the aimless existence of the D. P. Camps, and to give 
them a new start in a free country. We can well take warm satis- 
faction that a lot has been done. However, the crisis is not over, 
and it is entirely possible that the near future will bring new legis- 
lation which will result in a permanent program for the immigration 
and resettlement of refugees from communism. 

I personally want to thank the pastors and laymen of the Mid- 
west Synod for their help, their response and their untiring efforts 
in behalf of this Program. 

May I close with the words of a D. P. “God bless and help Am- 
erica to stay free forever, and to help her bring freedom to other 
nations which have lost it.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN HUTTENMEYER, Director 
LUTHERAN RESETTLEMENT SERVICE 
FOR NEBRASKA 
927 Sumner Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, 


* 
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Tellers reported on lay delegates to the U.L.C.A. Convention. 
Lioyd Lewallen was declared elected as 4th delegate. 


It was moved that the alternates for delegates to the U. L. CA. 
Convention be selected from the ballot just reported according to 


those receiving the highest number of votes. It was seconded and 
carried. 


The Committee on New Congregations and Constitutions report- 
ed. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS 
AND CONSTITUTIONS 


Your committee on New Congregations and Constitutions has 


examined the constitutions of the following congregations: St. 
Mark’s, Great Bend, Kansas; Christ Lutheran, Wisner, Nebraska; 
St. John’s, Scribner, Nebraska; Resurrection of Ames, Nebraska; and, 
St. Paul’s, Glenvil, Nebraska. , 


Your committte recommends approval of the constitutions of: 
No. 1, St. Mark’s, Great Bend, Kansas; No. 2, Christ Lutheran of 
Wisner, Nebraska; No. 3, St. John’s, Scribner, Nebraska; No. 4, Re- 
surrection Church, Ames, Nebraska, (with the provision that they 
add Section 2 of Article 12 of the madel constitution); and, No. 5, 
St. Paul’s, Glenvil, Nebraska. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Your committee: 


H. J. DIEKHOFF 
T. G. KUEHNER 
G. HERBER 


Recommendations No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, and No. 5 were 
adopted. 


The Report of the Business Manager of THE MIDWEST LUTH- 
ERAN was presented. 


GENERAL REPORT OF THE BUSINESS MANAGER | 
OF THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


There have been eleven issues of the Midwest Lutheran tha‘ 
have been published since our last Synod meeting. 

again we must report that costs are rising for us. Last 

year each issue cost us $100 for printing. This year our cost for 


— is about $122 per issue. However we are printing 600 more 
les per issue now. When we print a 6 r our costs rise 
to $150.00 per issue for printing. 2a amet 
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Our bills for the twelve issues included in our financial report 
show our costs to be $1914, over against $1430 for the ten issues re- 
flected in our report of last year. 


In view of the report, which we must bring, we feel that some 


provision must be made to increase the income of the Midwest Luth- 
eran. 


TREASURERS REPORT 
Balance carried forward at Last Synod meeting 248.89 


Received from Synod Budget — 730.00 
Received through Subscriptions and gifts 930.18 
Total amount reesived 1909.07 1909.07 
Expenditures: 
To the Lutheran Publication House 
for 9 issues, publication, mailing $1399.68 
Expenses of the staff 
BALANCE ON HAND $ 417.17 
Bank Statement. On Deposit $387.17 
30.00 
1 $417.17 $ 417.17 


Bills unpaid and payable 
To the Lutheran Publication House 


$514.66 
Business Manager Expense 14.62 
Total Bills Outstanding $529.28 -$ 529.28 
Actual operating deficit $ 112.11 


Ten congregations with a total of 960 on the mailing list have 
not contributed to the MWL during this year. From some others we 
have received token or individual subscription payments which are 
only a part of the Subscription price. 


Respectfully submitted. 


W. F. v. CHURCHILL 


The Auditing Committee for the Business Manager’s Report, re- 
ported. 
— 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT OF THE BOOKS OF 
THE BUSINESS MANAGER OF THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


Your Committee found the account of the Business Manager cor- 
rect according to his records and bank statements. 


Respectfully submitted, 
L. S. LEWALLEN 
ERICH PETERSEN 
K. KOENIG 

A. R. FENSTER 

H. M. BIEDENWEG 


The tellers reported. Gene Brach and August Brei were de- 
clared elected lay delegates to the U. L. C. A. Convention. 
Alternates to the Convention were declared to be the following: 
Born, Wichman, Huttenmeyer, Friedeman, Schmidt, and Sudman. 
The Convention Chaplain closed the session with prayer. 


FIFTH SESSION 


Wednesday Evening, May 14, 1952 
The session was opened with prayer by the Convention Chaplain. 
The minutes of the previous session were approved as read. 
The Report of the Laymen’s Meeting was presented. 


REPORT OF THE LAYMEN’S MEETING 


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Walter Jobman, 
and opened with a prayer given by Carl Grothen of Hastines, Nebr. 
Each layman present was asked to stand and introduce himself, 80 


that each one would become better acquainted with the others pre- 
sent. 


The following subjects were brought up by Chairman Jobman 
and discussed by the laymen. 


No. 1 “Reason for Synod.” This discussion brought ont the facts 
that the reason for Synod was to conduct the business of the Church. 
and defined the Synodical Convention as a meeting of ministers and 
laymen delegates to consider all problems of the Church. It was 
brought out that lavmen should participate in the Synodical bus- 
iness, should vote and attend, if possible, all of each session. 


No. 2. “How to renort to Local Congregations.” This diseus- 
sion broucht out several very good suggestions. It was generally 


. agreed that this renort shonld. of course, have to do with the business 


transacted at the Synodical Convention, and that each lavman dele- 
rate should make notes of most imnortance to him, and to include 
in his report his own personal reactions and his impressions of the 
different phases of the Convention procedure. Tt was also sugested 
that these reports should be given as soon as vossſble after the Con- 
vention to our respective congregations with the thoueht in mind of 
helpine our congrevations with problems of their own Church by 
giving them this valuable information. 


No. 3, “Pastor’s Salaries.” It is the general opinion of the lay- 
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men that pastors are underpaid, and that as a general rule their 
salaries are far below those of men in other professions which re- 
quire the same amount of education and training. It was also the 
general opinion that the lay-delegates should go home with the 
thought of trying to educate our congregations to the need for in- 
creases for our pastors in line with the thought mentioned above, 
particularly those who have not increased their pastor’s salary in 
line with the increased cost of living. 


No. 4. “Stewardship Program.” Mr. Howard Peterson of Grand 
Island favored us with a talk about Stewardship, and gave us a few 
pointers and facts about the future program of the Stewardship Com- 
mittee. He, also, asked for volunteers, to help with this future pro- 
gram, and asked for the backing of the Lay-delegates. The following 
men offered to give of their time towards this most worthy project: 
Howard Peterson, Grand Island, Dick Glaser, Norfolk, Wm. Suhr, 
Scribner, Wm. Horst, Grand Island, George Wehling, Lanham, Al 
Fenster, Chappel and Walter Jobman, Gothenburg. 


No. 5. “Contributory Pension Plan and Family Protection Plan.” 
It was the general opinion of the members, that both of these plans 
are very much worthwhile and that each Congregatiom should spon- 
sor both plans for their respective pastors. Quite a number of dele- 
gates made mention that they were not aware of a Family Protec- 
tion Plan for their pastor, so it seems as though in some instances 
the congregations have not been notified of such a plan. It was 
suggested that proper steps should be taken in those instances to 
get the necessary facts from the proper sources so that this plan 
can be given it’s due consideration. 


RECOMMENDATION TO SYNOD: 


It was moved and seconded that the meeting should take place 
at the next Synodical Convention, at the same time as the Ministerium 
meeting is held, in a different room, and that this meeting should be 
held as early as possible during the Convention. Motion carried. 


Respectfully submitted, 
DICK GLASER, Acting Secretary 
The Recommendation was adopted. 


The Committee on Reference and Council reported, 

Its recommendations were adopted. 

Tellers reported on the 2nd ballot on the clerical delegates to 
the U.L.C.A. Convention. There was no election. 

The 3rd ballot for election of clerical delegates to the U.L.C.A. 


Convention was ordered. 
The Report of the Committee on Stewardship was presented. 


REPORT OF STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Stewardship Committee (President L. J. Wolff, Chairman, 
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Pastor F. Ollendorf, Pastor G. Van Boening, Jacob Johannsen, Glar- 


ence Bower, Howard Peterson, and Pastor H. G. Knaub met twice in 
1951. 


The first. meeting was held March 6th at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Columbus, Nebr., and the second meeting was held July 24th, 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, Columbus, Nebraska. These meetings 
were for the purpose of planning Stewardship Kallies in various Sy- 
nodical areas, worked out in conjunction with the Evangelism Com- 
mittee, the Women’s Missionary Society, and the Brotherhood, and 
designated as Stewardship-Evangelism Rallies. 


These workshops were held in 12 areas, with selected Laymen and 
laywomen in charge of the workshop periods. President L. J. Wolff, 
one layman, and ULCA Stewardship representatives, Chester My- 
rom, spoke in emphasis of Stewardship-Evangelism in each area, 


followed by Workshops for Women’s Missionary, Brotherhood, and 
Luther League. 


The Rallies were held from October 2nd to October 15th, 1951 
with over 1,000 lay people participating, listed as follows: 


J 


Papillion ........48 -------- 140 
— 
Ridgley -_- 50 Columbus 110 Chappell -------- 38 


1951 Goals and percentage paid by each Congregation of Synod, 
to CHF (1949-50-51), Lutheran World Action and General Bene- 


volénce have been prepared for Synodical Minutes by the Steward- 
ship Committee. 


The Stewardship Committee met at Trinity Lutheran Church, Col- 
umbus, February 26, 1952, to outline plans for 1952 Stewardship. 
Laymen will be selected to form an enlarged Committee. A special 
Workshop will be held for Stewardship Pastors and laymen in the 
fall of 1952, with instruction and briefing by a ULCA Stewardship 


representative in preparation for Visitations to Church Councils, 
through-out Synod. 


H. G. KNAUB 
Stewardship Secretary 


BENEVOLENCES GIVEN BY CONGREGATIONS IN 1951 


Congregation CHEY LWA General Benevolence 
Goal (49-50-51)Pet. Pd. Goal Pet. Pd. Goal Pet. Paid 
Auburn $1190 50 83287 55 814 71 
Bennington 1750 91 725 68 2200 72 
Bloomfield, St. Marks3066 108 1141 100 3854 100 
Bloomfield, Indy 490 61 180 62 616 52 
Blue Hill ........... 1294 30 293 104 1406 33 
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Chappell -- - 22 
Columbus Trinity 2520 
Columbus, St. Johns 1547 


Creaton 1228 
Parrouzett 431 
Diller St. Pauls 137 
Diller, Zion 135 
Ellis, Kanns 1617 
Emerson - 2212 
Falls City St. Peters 749 
Fontenelle ...... l14l 
672 
Gothenburg . 1050 
Grand Island 2535 
Hanover. 1883 
Silver Cliff ........ 259 


Hastings, Ist St. Paul4067 
Hastings, So. St. Paul 637 


Hoisington, Kans. . 882 


Home, Kans. .... 812 
Hooper, St Pauls 2041 
Hooper, Zion 1456 
Johnson, 4. 
Lankan — 1071 
1043 
Lincoln, Friedens 3808 
Lincoln, United 364 
Lincoln. Zion 679 
Linn, Kane.) ~...- 700 
Lipscomb, Texas 616 
Lodge Pole 294 
Louisville 826 
. 441 
Niobrara 
100 
Northboro, lowa 609 
Ohiowa 1127 
Ohiowa, Rural -... 497 
Okla. City, Okla. .. 2009 
1862 


Pender, St. Marks 3290 
Pender, St. Peters 1344 


Perry, 1064 
O06 
Platte Center 609 
Pleasant Valley .. 280 


Russell, St. John 4658 


16 


328488 
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100 746 101 3168 101 

122 373 142 144 97 
152 322 61 1531 66 
116 116 122 555 100 | 

| 142 357 118 1725 72 

| 100 68 95 296 52 

118 42 108 202 100 

| 45 645 52 2780 10 

62 184 99 42 23 

| 130 330 100 1435 93 
74 221 100 845 91 
237 282 116 1320 100 
100 805 100 3195 80 
54 484 29 1857 35 
95 576 82 2456 39 
63 64 115 326 68 
56 1136 38 5113 100 

Hastings, Emmanuel 588 100 1385 100 740 100 

101 615 100 2588 74 
64 250 27 1021 16 
121 520 113 2579 103 
69 383 100 1831 100 
80 324 57 1549 34 
196 268 100 1374 99 
147 259 98 1312 38 
34 1213 37 4788 48 
100 112 232 . 458 152 
99 183 46 854 120 
58 221 93 880 31 f 
100 167 156 775 15665 
217 117 100 370 100 
162 238 103 1039 100 , 
20 148 46 555 38 
24 146 101 396 99 | 
102 382 139 1391 100 
3 180 106 766 96 
112 256 100 1117 |_| | 
43 122 85 625 ) 
63 709 2526 
27 287 102 1144 
10 543 101 2341 5 
3 923 102 4136 
40 238 46 1338 
108 258 101 1127 : 

| 100 269 133 986 
119 181 71 166 
‘1 80 100 352 

| 
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Schuyler, St. Johns 700 100 202 90 880 
Scribner, St. Johns 803 100 240 100 1136 
Scribner, Ridgely . 945 111 264 100 1188 


‘Russell, Trinity 658 16 188 100 828 


i 259 100 72 112 326 
595 220 149 113 748 
Stillwater, Okla. _. 574 83 152 108 722 : 
Sutton 784 6 218 51 986 10 
| 1 255 23 84 107 308 49 , 
Tea, So. Dek. ..... 889 110 286 86 1118 66 f 
Uehling 364 49 95 123 458 73 2 
Wakeene 742 58 302 101 933 103 
N 33 2527 100 704 101 3177 31 * 
| Westboro, Mo. 2 1967 100 504 102 2473 100 4 
Winside 1344 115 378 100 1690 100 f 
9 is 1820 100 768 101 2288 43 ; 


RECOMMENDATION: That the following goals for 1953 be adopted: 
(Based on $10.50 per Communing Member.) 


APPORTIONMENT GOALS fox 1953 
Auburn 2302.00 
Bennington 3895.50 Lincoln, Friedens 5502.00 
— 4305.00 Lincoln, United 934.50 
2226.00 Lincoln, Zion 1186.50 
Columbus, St. John’s 2205.00 Lipscomb 1071.00 
Creston 1753.50 Lodge pole 756.00 
Darrouzette 745.50 Louisville 1260.00 
1575.00 Madison 714.00 
Diller, Zion 483.00 Niobrara - 861.00 
Ellis 3066.00 Norfolk 2446.50 
Emerson 2877.00 Northboro 1071.00 
1144.50 Ohiowa, Town 1743.00 
Fontanelle 1627.50 Ohiowa, Rural!!! 1239.00 
966.00 Oklahoma City: 4515.00 
Gothenburg - ......... 1417. 
Grand Islandg 5344.50 Papillion 3255.00 
3 2761.50 Pender, St. Marks 5040.00 
Hanover a A 2635.50 Pender, St. Peter 1669.50 
Hastings, 1 6940.50 Perry, Oklaaa 1491.00 
Hastings, Sound 1239.00 Pierce 1470.00 
Hastings, Immanuel — 891.00 Pilger 1722.00 
$307.50 Platte Center 829.50 
1312.50 Pleasant Valley, 441.00 
1260.00 Russell, St. John 6951.00 
Hooper, St. Paul 3150.00 Russell, Trinity 1039.50 
Hooper, Zion -2873.00 Schuyler 1197.00 
1879.50 Scribner, Ridgeleß 1575.00 
Lanham 1218.00 Seribner, St. John 1533.00 
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Silver Cliff 346.50 Uehling 


Stanton — 514.50 Wakeeney 

71.50 Westboro 
1050.00 Wins ide 
Syracuse . 467.50 Wisner bind 1575.00 
Tea 4 1260.00 Yutan 


Pastor Henry Knaub presented Mr. Jake Johansen and Mr. 
Howard Peterson, both members of the stewardship committee. They 
spoke to the convention. 


The time was extended for 5 minutes. 


The motion prevailed to defer action on the recommendation un- 
til after the supplemental report of the Home Mission Board. 


The election of the Business Manager of THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN was ordered. 


An oral report on the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement was pre- 
sented by William Horst. 


Mr. Horst presented Mr. Runge of the Lutheran Laymen’s 
Movement in the Nebraska Synod. He spoke briefly to the conven- 
tion. 


The tellers reported on the 3rd ballot for clerical delegates to 
the U. L. C. A. Convention. There was no election. 


The motion prevailed that after the 4th ballot, delegates vote 
only on the 10 receiving the highest votes. 


The report of the Synodical Luther League was presented by its 
president, Dean Sudman. 


REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


This past year has been a year of Spiritual and numerical growth 
for the Luther League of the Midwest Synod. Our Synod is blessed 
with good leaders among its young people. They have given evidence 
that they subscribe to the motto of the Luther League, “Of the 
Church, By the Church and for the Church”. 


CONVENTIONS AND RALLIES 


The 24th Convention of the Synodical Luther League was held 
at Pender, St. Mark’s with 325 registered delegates and visitors. At 
least one rally has been held in each of the eight (8) organized dis- 
tricts of the Synodical. Several of the districts meet oftener, one at 
least meeting every month. 

The Midwest Synodical League had the largest (proportionate) 
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delegation at the bi-ennial convention of the Luther League of 
America held in Iowa City last August with 53 full-time registra- 
tions. 


This past Spring, in cooperation with the Luther League of the 
Nebraska Synod, the Synodical league sponsored rallies throughout 
the territory at which the Executive Secretary of the Luther League 
of America, the Rev. J. Leslie Conrad, Jr., was the speaker. These 
rallies were well attended. 


THIS YEAR’S CONVENTION will be held at St. John’s Luth- 
eran Church in Russell, Kansas. This will be the 25th anniversary of 
the Synodical League, and local leagues are therefore particularly 


urged to send their full quota of delegates as well as visitors. DATES 
ARE AUGUST 12-14th. 


FINANCES AND BENEVOLENCES 


At the Pender convention a budget of $1515.00 was adopted. As 
of May 1, $1105.44 of that budget had been raised. 


THE TWO YEAR MISSIONARY PROJECT to help build a pre- 
seminary in Argentina has almost been raised already this first year 


with three months remaining to complete the goal in one year. (Goal 
$869.00 - Given already $627.91). 


The Synodical “went over the top” on all its benevolent goals in 
1951, 


NEW LEAGUES RECEIVED 


During the past year the following leagues were received into 
Synodical fellowship: Hastings, First St. Paul's; Uehling, St. Paul's; 
Pierce, Christ; Ames, Resurrection; Schuyler, Intermediate, St. 
John’s; and Perry and Stillwater, Oklahoma. Several congregations 
have served notice recently that they want to affiliate. 


JUNKETEERS AVAILABLE 


Several outstanding leaguers have been trained to visit local 
Luther Leagues to help them improve their programs. The empha- 
sis is on improving the devotional and educational phases of League 
work. These “junketeers” (Because they will make junkets to other 


places) will be available by appointment with any of the Synodical 
officers of the league. 


OTHER PROJECTS 


A first edition of 2000 devotional and fun song-books has been 
sold out. It is called “Tribal Chants” and costs 10c, Two districts 
(One and Two) have started a Bible camp (Camp Wan-A-Tu-A) which 
will meet at Niobrara again this year from June 22-27th. 
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MEMBER LEAGUES 


The following congregations have leagues which are active mem- 
bers of the Synodical League: Ames, Bloomfield, Columbus, (St. 
John’s and Trinity), Creston, Darrouzett, Diller, Ellis, Emerson, 
Fontanelle, Gothenburg, Grand Island, Gretna, Hanover, Hastings, 
Hildreth, Home, Hooper (2), Lanham, Leigh, Lincoln (2), Lodge 
Pole, Louisville, Norfolk, Oklahoma City, Otoe, Papillion, Norfolk 
Pender, Pierce, Pilger, Platte Center, Russell, Schuyler, Seribner (2) 
Stanton, Sterling, Uehling, Wayne, Winside, Wisner, Yutan,Still- 
water-Perry. 


The following churches have new leagues which we are hoping 
will join the Synodical league at convention this year: Linn, John- 
son, Niobrara, Glenvil, Falls City. 


Total membership of the Synodical league as of November was 
1037 leaguers! 


RECOMMENDATION 


That Synod urge all congregations and pastors to carry out the 
program of the Luther League of America and the Synodical Lea- 
gue in cooperation with the officers and advisors of the Synodical 


Respectfully submitted, 


The Pastoral Advisers to the Midwest 
League. 

Ralph Ritzen and Walter Rowoldt; 

In cooperation with Dean Sudman, Pres- 

ident of the Synodical Luther League. 


The Recommendation was adopted. 


The tellers reported on the first ballot for electing the Business 
Manager of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN. There was no election. 


The motion was made and seconded that the office of the Bus- 
iness Manager be declared vacant for the coming year. The motion 
was lost. 


The Report of the Synodical Women's Missionary Society was 
presented. Mrs. W. F. v. Churchill, President of the Synodieal Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society, gave her report. 


REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The WMS brings greetings to the Midwest Synod in its 63rd 
Annual Convention. 


We of the Midwst Synodical WMS feel that we have another 
very encouraging report to bring. 
* 
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In the first place, we have grown. Our total membership now 
numbers 1,231 in 46 societies. There has been a gain in membership 
of 50 during the past year and one new society. That society is at 
Pierce, Nebraska, Christ Lutheran Church, the Rev. George Herber 
Pastor. Our Promotional department reports that there are three 
new societies in the process of organization. 


The Report of our Treasurer at the last convention showed that 
over $11,000 had come in for Benevolence through the WMS. That 
is an increase of nearly $2,000 over the previous year and indications 
are that our report this year should show another increase. We 
women of the Church feel that God is showing us favor in permitting 
us to add to the work of His Kingdom in this way. 


Our convention in 1951 was held in First Lutheran Church of 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. There were 178 delegates and visitors 
registered at that convention. Our 1952 convention will be held on 
October 1 and 2 at Wayne, Nebraska, Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, the Rev. S. K. deFreese, Pastor. 


As a special project for this year, the society pledged itself to 
furnish one of the professors offices in the New Seminary Building 
at Central. 


Our Society was happy about the Stewardship meetings of last 


fall, at which we were privileged to speak to the Women of the Mid- 
west Synod from a promotional viewpoint. We should welcome fur- 
ther opportunity to present the work of the WMS in this way. 

We want to thank the pastors of Synod for their cooperation in 
our work and in our promotional efforts. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. W. F. V. CHURCHILL, 
WMS President. 


The motion prevailed that time for this session be extended as 
long as needed. 


The election of the Statistician was ordered. 


Pastor Wallace Wolff introduced Mr. William Suhr, President 
of the Synodical Brotherhood, who presented the report of that or- 
ganization. 


REPORT OF BROTHERHOOD PRESIDENT 


Synodical Brotherhood greets Synod at its sixty- 
third convention. 


The twelfth annual convention of the Midwest Brotherhood was 
held at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Norfolk, Nebraska, on Septem- 
ber 26, 1951, the Rev. Richard Jobman, pastor. Delegates from 
twenty-one Brotherhoods registered. 


Mr. Everett Mitchell, a mem- 
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ber of the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement, brought a short message to 


the Convention in the afternoon and gave the main address for the 
evening, which was a short synopsis of his Tour of Seventeen Euro- 
pean Countries. He spoke of the many hardships of the European 
people and said the one hope was the fact that the Youth of Europe 
was seeking Christ and His help. This was one of the largest at- 
tended Conventions on record, with about 420 delegates, pastors, 
wives and visitors attending the banquet. 


The Convention voted $100.00 for Student Welfare Work and 
$300.00 for Lutheran Welfare and Institutional Work. 


Two new Brotherhoods, St. Mark’s, Pender, and Grace and Im 
manuel of Chappell and Lodgepole, were formally received as mem- 
bers at the Convention. Since the Convention, four other Brother- 
hoods have been organized. Four other congregations are contem- 
plating organizing Brotherhoods at the present time. We wish to 
extend a sincere invitation to the new Brotherhoods and also to the 
pastors and men of congregations not having Brotherhoods, to meet 
with us at our Convention in September. 


Our Synodical Brotherhood has approximately seven hundred 
members. Could it be possible to reach a membership of a thousand 
at the coming Convention. The Church needs consecrated men who 
will give their talents as well as worldly goods. As Brotherhood 
men, let us Evangelize, Educate, and Energize the Men of the 
Church so that we may win souls for Christ. 


We thank God for His many blessings and are certainly pleased 
to report a continued interest and growth in Brotherhood work. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WM. H. SUHR. 


Mr. Steinert, Mr. Lebsack, and Mr. Kolbo, were appointed as 
an additional Tellers Committee. 


The Tellers reported. 


Pastor Churchill having received the necessary majority, was 
declared elected Business Manager of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN. 


The Report of the Committee for Nominating lay members on the 
Executive Board was presented. The following were nominated by 
the Committee: William Horst, Dr. Ulbrick, Walter Jobman, and 
Paul Strohmer. Herman Langholz. Emil Sudman, and Otto Loske, 
were nominated from the floor. 


By motion, the nominations were closed. 


a The election of lay members on the Executive Board was order- 


The Special Committee to petition the Commission of Adjudica- 
tion of the U. L. C. A. presented its report. 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO DRAFT APPEAL TO 
COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION OF THE U.L.C.A. 


Your Committee recommends that Synod approve and adopt the 
following Petition to the Commission of Adjudication of the 
U.L.C.A,: | 


“The Synod in the Midwest of the United Lutheran Church in 


America in convention assembled at Lincoln, Nebraska, from May 
12-15, 1952, petitions the Commission of Adjucation of the U.L.C.A. 
to adjudicate on the following questions: 


1. Does the Constitution of the United Lutheran Church 
America authorize different powers for different constit- 
uent synods? 


2. Does the designation of a synod as a linguistic synod imply 
an unequal status with those not so designated? 


3. Does a constituent Synod of the U.L.C.A. have a right to 
existence primarily on the basis of its confessions? 


4. Is the ruling of the Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. (page 
187 ff. of the 1950 Minutes) in regard to new missions of 
Linguistic Synods in harmony with (Par. 7, page 92, ULCA 
Minutes 1920) of the Linguistic Policy? 


5. Is the Linguistic Policy as stated by the declaration of the 
Executive Board of the U.L.C.A. in harmony with the Con- 
stitution of the U.L.C.A. Art 8, Section 2? 


R. R. SYRE 

HUGO H. F. WELCHERT 
PHILIP C. BIBLEHIMER 
A. B. LENTZ 


The motion was made to adopt the rerort as a whole. | It was 
seconded and carried. 
The Tellers reported. 


Pastor E. C. Hansen having received the necessarv ma ſoritv. 


was declared elected to the office of Statistician, Archivist, and Nec- 
rologist. 


Tellers revorted on the 4th ballot for electing clerical delegates 
to the U.L.C.A. Convention. 


Pastor T. Althof, was declared elected, having received the nec- 
essary majority. 


The 5th ballot for electi lerical delegates the U.L.C.A. 
Convention was ordered. 


The Committee on Parish Education presented its report. 
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REPORT OF THE PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


The Parish Education Committee has held three meetings dur- 
ing the year to consider the promotion of the general educationai 
work of the parish. The chairman arranged for a special meeting with 
the President of Synod and Dr. Edwin Spees of the Parish and Church 
School Board to discuss the special emphasis on The Bible in Daily 
Living. This is a united effort of the church and all of the boards 
and agencies are furnishing resources which the congregation may 
use to help their people to renew interest in reading and studying 
the Bible. Since the Parish and Church School Board works so in- 
timately with the church schools and other educational agencies in 
the congregation, it is placing special emphasis on this undertaking 
and is furnishing a number of resources for the congregation. 


Posters and tracts are being sent to each congregation directly 
from the publication headquarters of the church and we hope the 
churches are putting these to good use in the congregations. Be- 
side this the thirty-two minute motion picture, 45 Tiega Street, has 
been prepared and should be in every congregation. Show it more 
than once. It is a motivation picture to help people see what intimate 
fellowship with the Bible offers to those who live with the Bible. The 
film will be made available free to all congregations through the 
synodical stewardship committee. 


There are four filmstrips on how to teach the Bible which have 
been prepared by the Parish and Church School Board in co-operation 
with the Boards of Parish Education of The American Lutheran 
Church, The Augustana Lutheran Church, The Evangelical Luth- 
ran Church, and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The titles 
of the filmstrips are: 


1. Teaching the Bible to the Pre-School Child. 
2. Teaching the Bible to Children (Age 6-11) 
8. Teaching the Bible to High School Youth. 
4. Teaching the Bible to Adults. 


Two sets of these filmstrips with script or with 78 r.p.m. re- 
cords are on deposit with our film library and available for free dis- 
tribution to al! congregations of the Synod. The only expense will 


be the postage. 


As a special emphasis for 1952 your committee decided to bring 
some workshops on the planning and conducting of Vacation Bible 
Schools to the parishes of the Synod. Mrs. Mabel B. Fenner of the 
Parish and Church School Board was secured to present these plans 
on an itinerary. Just six meetings were arranged since it was pos- 
sible for our parishes to meet with parishes of The Nebraska Synod 
in similar meetings and thus save duplication of effort. The itiner- 


ary in our Synod was as follows: 


April 15, Ellis, Kansas 
April 16, Lanham, Kansas 
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April 17, Lincoln, Nebraska 

April 18, Norfolk, Nebraska 

April 20, (Sunday) Hooper, Nebraska 

April 21, Papillion, Nebraska. 

So far official reports have not been received on the attendance 
at these meetings. Twelve similar meetings were scheduled by the 
Nebraska Synod to which our parishes were invited to co-operate 
with attendance. It is the hope of the committee that these meet- 
we have been beneficial in setting up vacation schools in our par- 

es. 


Enlistment of children and adults in parish education is some: 
thing that constantly needs stressing. The greatest “crop of babies” 
if we may use that term, is now approaching the age to begin their 
religious education. Our congregations should be aware of this pro- 
gram as never before. Statistics for 1950 show an increase in en- 
rollment in every educational agency in the congregation except the 
Children of the Church. The Sunday school enrollment increased 
from 836,818 in 1949 to 860,761 in 1950. This is by far the largest 
Sunday school enrollment in the history of the United Lutheran 
Church, but there is still a great field for growth. The nursery roll, 
vacation church school, and home department are splendid opportun- 
ities of growth. 


Some special suggestions for Sunday School Conventions have 
come out from the Parish and Church School Board. We of the com- 
mittee would like to be of help to our churches in planning for 
meetings this summer, Will the individual pastors who are advising 
with the planning groups of these Conventions try to see that the 
information concerning these suggestions are in the hands of the 
committees on program. A list of the officers should be sent to the 
Parish and Church School Board for their information. 


The committee has completed the plans for the Visual Aids pro- 
gram of Synod. The Rev. George Housewright of Scribner has been 
made the chairman and Treasurer for the committee. He has pre- 
pared and sent out a set of rules which have been approved by the 
committee, 


The Visual Aid Report Follows: 


Any correspondence and requests for Visual Aids are to be dir- 
ected to Mrs. Ernest Stuehmer, Scribner, Nebraska. 


To date the Library has acquired the following films for use 
in the churches: 


A. In Sets: (filmstrips) 
10 On the Commandments 
6 On The Apostle’s Creed 
10 On The Gospel of St. Matthew 
6 On The Life of St. Paul 
On Christian Living 
On Christian Stewardship 
0 On What It Means To Be a Christian 


3 
4 
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B. Individual Subjects: (filmstrips) 
Old Testament Little Known People (color) 
Amos 
Esther 
The Reading of Our Bible 
Art, Drama, Musie and Worship 
Jerusalem 
Christian Symbolism 
Culture and Dress of Bible Times 
Agriculture and Food 
The Parable of Two Houses (color) 
Birth of Jesus (color) 
The Christian Family 
A Christian and His Money 
Let us Give Thanks 
Hymn, God Will Take Care of You (color) 
Hymn, Jesus Saviour Pilot Me (color) 
Be a Missionary 
Boyhood of Jesus 
Sumo, A Boy of Africa 


C. With Records: 
Bringing Christ to the Home 
At Home with God 


D. Visual Material Aids 
Large Turn Over Chart on Evangelism 
Set of 11 slides on progress of Evangelism in our church, and 


sketch of year around Evangelism. 


All the above listed films our Synod owns and has available for 
use in our church. They may be secured from the library according 
to the rules which have the approval of the committee. They might 
be summarized in the following statement. A small rental fee is 
asked on each aid sent. This will cover the postage to you, you to 
pay return postage. Your purchase of a $6.00 initial membership and 
& yearly sustaining fee of $2.00 will entitle a parish to secure aids 
without rental. Your payment of postage will be the only require- 
ment. A 8.25 fee is charged for each day over a week from date of 
showing if the film is not returned. As the fund grows and more 
congregations join the Library will be increased and some other 


equipment may be purchased. 


E. The following filmstrips and 78 r.p.m. records are on loan for 
one year from the Parish and Chureh School Board. No rentals 


charged, only postage asked. Two sets. 

1. Teaching the Bible to Pre-School Children 
2. Teaching the Bible to Children 6-11 years 
3. Teaching the Bible to High School Youth. 
4. Teaching the Bible to Adults. | 
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The following parishes have joined the Library with the payment 
of $6.00 or the equivalent of film donations: Messiah, Grand Island; 
St. Peter’s Pilger; Trinity, Columbus; St. Peter’s, Hildreth; & 
Paul’s Emerson; Zion’s, Hanover; St. John, Norfolk; St. John’s, Rid- 
geley; Good Shepherd, Lindy; Zion's, Gothenberg; Niobrara Luth- 
eran. 


Financia] Statement: 
Received from Synod 100.00 Expense, Cost of film 119.20 


Memberships 12.75 
5.54 
3162.25 — 
3 $137.49 

Balance on Hand May Ist, 1952 $24.76 


All congregations of Synod are reminded that they can become 
regular members of the film Library by the payment of $6.00 as a 
membership fee, and then a sustaining fee of $2.00 each year. All 
congregations not members of the Library can obtain the films by 
the payment of a stipulated rental fee which is modest and in line 
with the rentals paid at other libraries. All are asked to pay the re 
turn postage. 


The following resolution is presented: 


Resolved: That the Congregations of the Nebraska Synod and 
Kansas Syna of the United Lutheran Church be invited to member- 


ship in our Film Library on the same conditions which apply to the 
o vegations of the Midwest Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 

A. C. BAUGHMAN, Chr. 
GEORGE HOUSEWRIGHT 
CARL GOEDE 

MARTIN RETTIG 


The Recommendation was adopted. 


It was moved that our Parish Education Committee be author- 
ized to invite similar committees from the Nebraska and Kansas 


Synods to confer about the possibility of establishing a joint library 
and report back to the next convention. 


The Tellers reported. William Horst was declared elected as lay 


member on the Executive Board upon having received the neces- 
sary majority. | 


A ballot to elect th od 
was ordered. e second lay member on the Executive Boa 


ww of the Representative to the Midland Assembly was 
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1951 MIDLAND ASSEMBLY REPORT 


Echoes of the 1951 Assembly came to the President, that it was 
one of the best. Unexpected guests added to the inspiration of the 
staff's presentations. 


Three hundred and twenty-five persons registered. Vice presi- 
dent, Pastor J. Ernest Messer, reported that sessions were well at- 
1 — course cards were issued which almost doubles 

of 1950. 


Eight congregations contributed $50 each. entitling them to 
send two delegates with expenses at Assembly paid. The congre- 
gations contributing the $50 were Spencer, West Point, Falls City, 
Homer, North Platte, and three Omaha churches: Our Redeemer, St. 
Luke’s, and Kountze Memorial. Seven of them sent two delegates 
each. Board members plan to offer this same opportunity in 1952. 


Receipts measured up to $1,024 enabling the Board to meet the 
increasing expenses which are vital to an attractive program. We 
praise congregations, auxiliaries. pastors and workers for their 
hearty response. The Treasurer’s report follows: 


Foreign missions were in the spotlight with Executive Secretary, 
The Rev. Luther A. Gotwald D.D., as lecturer and speaker. Credit 
courses were highly interesting under capable leaders. President 
Wm. P. Hieronymus taught: “Principles and Methods of Christian 
Education.” The Rev. Erwin S. Spees D.D., Secretary of the Parish 
and Church School Board, taught: The Home and Church Working 
Together.” The Rev. Alden C. Baughman, Assistant Professor of 
Christianity, taught the Bible course using the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians. Chaplain Harvey Clark of Our Redeemer, Omaha, conducted 
the morning devotions. Miss Amanda Jorn was at her post with 
the Junior Assembly. The Rev. G. P. Krebs of West Point led the 
Youth Program. 


Unexpected guests were: Dr. and Mrs. Paul C. White of New 


York City; Missionaries. The Rev. and Mrs. Lavon Spath of Argen- 
tina, and Miss Bertha Koenig of Liberia, Africa. 


Highlight of the week was the cornerstone laying service for 
the new Seminary Chapel. The fellowship picnic is always a treat 
to those present at the Assembly. . 


With trust for the ‘future in our people’s interests and support 
the Board plans are under way for added attractions for the 1952 


Summer Assembly. Your prayers are solicited that the Lord may be 


the Center and Life of this institution of our church. 


The administration of the 1951 Assembly willingly assumed by 
the vice president in the absence of your servant, was ably conducted. 


We thank you. Pastor Messer, and all who carried on. 
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Officers elected were: R. R. Pfeiffer, president; J. E. Messer, 
vice president; Mrs. John Anderson, secretary; Miss Ruth Bernhardt, 


treasurer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
R. R. PFEIFFER. 


Board Members: The Rev. R. E. Rangeler, The Rev. Harvey 
Clark. Midwest Synod Representative, The Rev. Herman 
Joens. (Sent in by Herman Joens.) 


The Secretary on Deaconess Work reported. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR DEACONESS WORK 


Your Secretary presents to you members of our Midwest Synod 
the following report about the work of the Board of Deaconess work 
in the U.L.C.A. in the past year. 


This year (1951-1952 term) there are 33 Deaconess students. | 
am sorry to say that none of these students come from our Synod, 
but the Board is eagerly hoping there will be someone next year. To 
date, February 23, 1952, the Board has approved 9 young women for 
the fall of 1952. An increasing number of other applications are in 
the files waiting to be screened by the Personnel Committee. From 


all indications, we shall have an even larger student body next fall 
than this year. 


There are also in our school, 6 young women receiving special- 
ized training for parish and church secretarial work in our churches. 
We do urge our Synod to encourage young women to consider these 
opportunities for service if they do not feel called to the Diaconate. 
The training for the parish worker is identical with that of the par- 
ish deaconess. Through affiliation with our church-related colleges, 
the girls receive a Bachelors Degree from the college and thorough 
specialized training for parish work in the deaconess school. 


Again the Baltimore school will conduct a summer session for 
church workers desiring refresher courses again this summer. The 
work is intensified and college accredited. Your pastor no doubt, 
will receive shortly a brochure on this. A congregation could do 
nothing finer for its parish worker than send her to this summer 
school where she can be with fellow church workers coping with the 
same problems and sharing ideas. The Baltimore school will have 
moved to its new location in Ruxton, Maryland, prior to that date. 
The January 30, 1952, issue of THE LUTHERAN gave you a de- 
tailed account of the sale of the property known as the “Baltimore 
Motherhouse and School.” The new property will enable the retired 
— to have a home separated from the training school. It will 
give the school a much more functional administrative and 
classroom building of which our whole church can be proud. 


——4— — Hospital property upon which the Philadelphia 


situated has not been sold as yet. Thorough study 
— and is being given to this matter. The advisability and 
ty of having one traning school, under the Board of Dea- 
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coness Work, is being considered even though it may be necessary 
to retain two Deaconess Homes. 


The chief work of the Deaconess Board this year has been to 
develop the details involved in having non-garbed deaconesses serv- 
ing under a salary system as well as garbed deaconesses who wish 
to continue under the present cooperative system. The Board of 
Deaconess Work believe the important thing is that the church in- 
dicate in the convention assembled at Seattle. Washington, whether 
it desires to have “non-garbed” as well as “garbed” deaconesses. 
We ask our delegates to the convention to be prepared to vote on this 


question as our Synod desires. 


Itineraries for our field secretaries are now being planned for 
1953. These enthusiastic young women are endeavoring to reach 
into every congregation of the U.L.C.A. 

We greatly appreciate your help, donations, and prayers for this 
branch of our church work. June is the month for special promotion 
of deaconess work. This year, we are stressing the use of our new 
set of colored slides, “A School For. Parish Workers.” 


Yours in His service, 
J. A. BAHNSEN. Secretary. 


The motion prevailed not to instruct our delegates to the U. L. C. A. 
Convention regarding the Church’s consideration of having both 
garbed and non-garbed deaconesses. 


Sister Elizabeth Huth was introduced and spoke briefly to the 
Convention, 


The Tellers reported. 


Pastor E. C. Hansen having received the necessary majority was 
declared elected as delegate to the U.L.C.A. Convention. 


The Tellers reported that there was no election on the 2nd bal- 
lot for lay members on the Executive Board. 


The motion to adjourn prevailed. 
The Convention Chaplain closed the session with prayer. 


SIXTH SESSION 


Thursday Morning, May 15, 1952 
The Convention Chaplain opened the session with devotions. 


The roll of pastors was called. 
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The roll of lay delegates was called. 


The minutes of the previous session were read and approved as 
read. | | 


The motion prevailed that the Report of the Special Committee 
on Constitutions and By-Laws not be printed in the Proceedings, 
since the report was referred back to the Committee to report at 
next year’s Convention. | 

The Committee on Reference and Couneil presented its report. 

The Recommendations were adopted. 

The election of the Vice President was ordered. 

The Committee on Resolutions Reported, 


REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


We present the following resolutions and move their adoption by 
the Synod: 


1. That the Synod express its appreciation to the Friedens 
Congregation of Lincoln for their kindly hospitality. 


2. That the Synod express its appreciation for the ministry of 
music to the organist, the choir director and the choir of the Friedens 
church and to the choir of the Lutheran Students Association for 
their contributions to the services. 


3. That our gratitude be expressed to the convention chaplain 
for his stirring meditations on the Word of God. 


4. That we also express our gratitude to Pastor and Mrs. Her- 
man Goede for their hospitality and preparation for the convention. 


5. That our thanks and an honorarium of $10.00 be given the 
custodian of the Friedens church, 


6. That the Synod hereby memorialize the United Lutheran 
Church in America to instruct its members on the committee on the 
revised hymnal to seek the use of the text of the Revised Standard 


Version of the Bible in the readings of the Epistles and Gospels of 
the Perikope’. | 


7. That Synod express both to Dr. Kinard and to the U. L. CA. 
its gratitude for the fine representation to this convention. 


8. That Synod express its disapproval of any program of Uni- 
versal Military Training and that Synod urge its individual members 
to express their opposition to their respective congressmen and sen- 


ators and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the proper com- 
mittees in congress. | 


9. That Synod express its unequivocal opposition to the appoint- 
ment of an official representative to the Vatican and that Syhod urge 
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all of its members to express their opposition to their du 
gressmen and senators. 

10. That Syned take under serious consideration, the inclubion 
of the Presidents of the three conferences as ex-offio members of the 
executive committee of synod. 


11. That the symed request of the United Lutheran 4 in 
America, that a member or representative of the Board of American 
Missions be sent to the next regular meeting of our synod. 


Respectfully submitted, | 
W. F. V. CHURCHILL 
: HOWARD PETERSEN 
T. A. ALTHOF 
W. E. ROWOLDT 
EUGENE BRACH | 
H. J. DIEKHOFF | 
JOHN RUGE | 


Recommendations Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, ©, 6, 7, 8, 9, 40, 11, were 
adopted. | 

— 
matter of Honorariums. The motion carried. 


The motion prevailed to increase the Honorarium of the Editor 
or THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN by $25.00. | 


The resolution was proposed that Synod express its — 
of Seminary students supplying non-Lutheran Churches in commun- 
ar where there are Lutheran Churches. The resolution was „Fond. 

| 


The motion prevailed to refer this matter to the Committye on 
the Ministry. 
| 
The motion was made to table this matter. It was lost. | 


Pastor Moessner served notice that another motion would be of 
fered if the previous motion was lost. | 
| 


The motion to refer was lost. 


Pastor Moessner then moved that the matter of Seminary ate 
dents supplying non-Lutheran congregations in communities where 
there are Lutheran congregations be referred to the Midwest Syaw 
representatives on the Board of Directors of Central Seminary, wit 
the request that they urge a thorough study of the matter 4 the 
Board of Directors. The motion carried. | 
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Dr. Clarence Hall of the Augustana Synod was welcomed by 
Convention, and spoke briefly to the Convention. 


The motion prevailed that Synod compliment the laymen for the 
excellent high calibre of the program at the laymen’s banquet. 


It was moved that a minimum wage be set for Pastor’s salaries. 
The motion was seconded. | 


It was moved to postpone this matter until the time for un- 
finished business. The motion was carried. 


The Tellers reported on the election of Vice President. There 
was no majority. | 


The 2nd ballot for the election of Vice President was ordered. 


The Report of the Committee on the History of Synod present- 
ed its report. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 
OF SYNOD 


In the past year your Secretary has been busy selling books, 
settling accounts, and gathering and arranging materials used in 
writing the History. Materials used have been returned to their 


owners - or if taken from the Archive, have been returned to the 


Archive. 


Up to February 25, 1952 a total of 1335 books had been sold 
(this includes 114 books not yet paid for) 
Accounts to the amount of $183 are still outstanding. 
$2,200 has been repaid on the Synod loan out of the receipts 
from 1221 books paid for to date - February 25, 1952. 


Deducting: 


Complimentary copies | 
Sample copies for book stores 


Copies for Book reviews and Congressional Library 

Books defective in binding, 

Complimentary copies to Authors and Editors still to be 
distributed plus a designated number of books to be plac- 
ed in reserve for the future in the Archive. 

About 300 copies remain to be sold. 


Our Synod has been fortunate in recei e very fine 
— very ving som 


1. In the February, 1952 Issue of the “Lutheran Quarterly” 
Dr. W. A. Albeck of. Ha 


mma Divinity School, characterizes it, as 
a comprehensive collection of data relative to the history of the 
Midwest Synod. A useful reference work for many years to come”. 


N. 


4 
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2. In the December Issue 1951 of the Nebraska State H 
ical Society Quarterly” - Thomas M. Davis of North Dakota State 
College has this to say of it: “A well documented, intimate compilk- 
tion of outstanding events, organizations, personalities and instith- 
tions of the sixty year span of German Lutheranism in the midwest. 
The Editorial Board deserves special congratulations for its fine 
work in amassing what is probably the most complete gallery pf 
pictures portraying a church history in this country, and the com- 


plex maze of names, congregations, conferences and disputes. which 
are bound to creep into any historical monograph of this type, are 


conveniently tabulated in tables and indexes which make for easy 
reference and convenient study. All in all the book forms a tidy ¢o- 
hesive unit which can serve as a model for future church histor- 
ians to follow. As an historical reference work it is extremely sig- 
nificant for the student of Nebraska History”. i 


3. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry reviewed in the January 23, 1952 
issue of “The Lutheran”, he says of it: “It is an extremely thorough 
book, It would be difficult to imagine what has been omitted. e 
reviewer has never seen a history which contains so many pictures: of 
individuals and groups. The committee did an amazing job of locat 
ing photographs which must have been buried for years in many jan 
attic, and they prove to be of considerable interest. This book ig a 
valuable contribution to the History of the Lutheran Church, in 
America. If you have any questions about the past of the Midwest 
Synod this book has the answers.” 
Respectfully submitted, 


A. B. J. LENTZ, Secretary 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 
From June 18, 1949 to February 25, 1952 | 


RECEIPTS: 
Total Monies received from Synodical Treasurer 
from June 18, 1949 - Aug. 5, 1950 $4,850.00 


Aug. 14, 1950 to February 23, 1952 7 

Grand total received up to February 23, 1982 $6,881.47 
DISBURSEMENTS: | 

$ 664.18 


Committee Expense 
From June 18, 1949 to Aug. 18, 1950 -.------_. 


Printing (Letter-Press Offset process) | 
Binding, 1820 books -------------------------------- $3,786.00 
Cost of Distribution, Sales, 
(incl. Fliers, envelopes, postage : 
packaging, etc., 1425) -- — — $ 180.32 
ent returned 
No. 40 March 14, 195177 $ 20.00 
Repaid installment on Synod loan to 
$1,600.00 
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Actual 

Bank Balance as of February 23, 1952 . $ 63097 
Bank Statement as of February 23, 1952 $657.47 
Reconciliation of Bank Statement with 

Actual Balance - 

$630.97 actual balance plus 2 checks 
outstanding 
(Check No. 18, March 6, 1950 $3.85 
Check No. 42. Dec. 17, 1951 22.65 


26.50 


$657.47 Bank Balance as of Febr. 23, 52. 
February 25, 1952 - Payment on Synod loan 
to C. Grothen, Treasurer 


Bank Balance, as of February 25, 1952 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. B. J. Lentz, Treasurer. 


CERTIFICATE 


I have examined the Treasurer’s records of the Committee on 
History for the period August 14, 1950 through February 25, 1952; 
have examined or tested accounting records ard other supporting 
evidence, by methods and to the extent I deemed appropriate. The 
examination was made in accordance with generally accepted audit 


ing standards and includes all procedures which were considered 
necessary in the circumstances. 


In my opinion the accompanying statements of receipts and dis- 
bursements presents fairly the position of the Committee on History 
at February 25, 1952, and the result of its transactions for the 
period, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 


EDWIN A. SCOTT 
Public Accountant 


The motion was made that 150 Histories of Synod be reserved 
for future use and the Treasurer of Synod make the necessary pay- 
ments for this purpose, The motion was seconded and carried. 


The 6th ballot for election of clerical delegates to the U.L.C.A. 
Convention was ordered. 


The Pension Secretary Reported. 


REPORT OF THE PENSION SECRETARY 


__ Your Pension Secretary wishes to report that the Synod in the 
Midwest now has 62 members who have enrolled in the Contributory 
Pension Plan and 30 who have enrolled in the Family Protection 
Plan. It is the sincere desire of your Secretary that more Cong re- 
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gations would enroll their pastors in the family protection plan, 

is also the desire of the Pension Secretary that this Family Pro 
tion Plan would not be confused with life insurance, it is only p 
tection for the active pastors family. 


If there would be a greater interest in both the Family Pro 
tion Plan and the Contributory Pension Plan, then the Board of Pen- 
sion and Relief would be able to grant increases to the retired pas- 
tors and pastors’ widows of today who did not have the opportunity 
to either lay away a savings or join any kind of a pension plan. 


Today our synod has 19 retired pastors who are receiving 
small pension from the non-contributory pension plan; we have 2 dis- 
abled pastors receiving this small grant and also 14 pastors widows. 


Respectfully submitted 
G. VAN BOENING 


The Tellers reported on the 2nd ballot for Vice President. There 
was no election. | 


The 3rd ballot for Vice President was ordered. 


The Report of the Committee for the Circulation of THE LUTH- 
ERAN was presented. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE LUTHERAN 


Your committee reports the following subscriptions received 
from our congregations as a result of THE LUTHERAN Synodical 
Plan through the months of December 1951, January 1952, and F 
ruary 1952. 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
“Denotes 100% coverage 


Bennington, St. Jenn 
Bloomfield, 
—— ˙¾ 
— _ 
Madison, - 
Niobrara, Ev. Lutheran 
Norfolk, 
Pilger, St. Peter ccc 


tt 
ro- 
8 
17 
| 
1 
i 
| C000 
Last Year's 
: 
45 
110° 
38 
11 
28 | 
29 
33 | 
12 
12 
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15 
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40 
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Pender, St. Peter 
Platte Center, Zions 


Scribner (Ridgeley), St. John — 2. — 

Scribner, St. John - 

Uehling, St. Paul 4 eal 10 10 

Wayne, Our Redeemer 32 2 
Total 719 697 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


Blue Hill. St. Paul 8. ad 
Chappell, Grace - 2 25 
Diller, St. Paul 41 10 
Glenvil, St. Paul | 10 — 
Gothenburg, Zion — 18 12 
Grand Island, Messiah at 55 
Hildreth, St. Peter 25 25 
Hastings, First St. Paul wo 127 39 
Hastings, Immanuel 14 --- 
Johnson, St..Matthew 11 
Lincoln, Zion 1 — — 38 
Louisville, Christ i 21 23 
Lodge Pole, Immanuel — 2 20 
Northboro, St. Paul a 39 10 
Sterling, St. John - 60° 

Total — 392 341 

KANSAS CONFERENCE 

Darrouzett, Tex., St. Paul _ 26° 25. 
Ellis, Chri“˙ũ.! 148 133 
Hanover, Zion — 31 18 
Lanham, St. John 24. 
Linn, St. Paul — 47 
Oklahoma City, First Eng. 34 138 
Perry, Zion 1 --- 
Russell, St. John — 162 158 
Stillwater, Salem 17 10 
Wakeeney, Zion 16 

Total 569 

GRAND TOTAL 1602 1607 


Respectfully Submitted, 
NORMAN E. SCHROEDER 


The 3rd ballot for election of the 2nd lay member on the Execu- 
tive Board was ordered. 


A supplemental oral report from the Home Mission Board was 
presented. 
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It was moved to reconsider the budget. The motion carried. 


It was moved that the amount of $2,000.00 be added to the bud- 
get for the Home Mission Committee for a loan fund. The motion 


was seconded and carried. 
The 1953 budget was adopted as corrected. 


It was moved to instruct the Stewardship Committee to adjust 


the goals of the individual congregations to include the amount add- 
ed to the Budget for Home Missions. The motion was seconded and 


The Tellers Reported. 


Pastor Richard Jobman, having received the necessary majority, 
was declared elected Vice President of Synod. 


Pastor H. Goede and H. Welchert were declared elected delezates 
to the U. L. C. A. Convention. Alternates are: N. Schroeder, P. Moes- 
sner. R. Syre, R. Sauberzweig. W. Goede, and Ed. Amend. 


Walter Jobman was declared elected 2nd lay member on the 


Executive Board. 
The Report of the Committee on Publications was presented. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS. 


Your Committee notes with satisfaction the variety and quality 
of this year’s publications of our U.L.C.A. Publication House. 


Bishop's Berggrav’s MAN AND STATE represents a rethinking 
of basic Lutheran positions in a vitally important area of present 


day conflict. 


THF. SECRET OF GOD by Robert Hershey is a splendid ex- 
ample of spirituality with a contemporary concern. 


The pastor seeking for a more effective out-reach of his church 
will be helped bv Robert Wolselly’s INTERPRETING THE CHURCH 


THROUGH PRESS AND RADIO. Pastors looking for a fresh ap- 
proach to catechetical instruction will appreciate Donald Irvin's, 


LEARNING THE WAY AND TEACHING THE WAY. 


The finely illustrated gift volume of moderate cost THE LIFE. 
OF JESUS by the same author has already found wide usefulness. 


Booklets as adult teaching aids are always welcome. In the 
field of social action we are being offered this year Herman Keiter’s 


CHRISTIAN, WHAT ABOUT SOCIETY: and a manual on adult in- 
struction by William Horn called GROWTH IN GRACE. 


Your youth leaders mav find it helpful to be introduced to 
AND BIBLE PLAYS by J. Robbins and M. Bracher. If 
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you have boys going off to school or service you may wish to wm 
member John Doberstein’s excellent little PRAYERS FOR STU- 
DENTS and the newly revised ARMED FORCES SERVICE BOOK. 


The most significant publishing event for 1952 is that of the 
Revised Standard Version of the Holy Scriptures. Your committee 
urges that you make the observance of this event this fall memorable 
and that you provide opportunity for use of this new version in your 
congregation. 

7 Respectfully submitted, 
R. SYRE 


J. N. MARXEN 


The report of the Committee on the President's Report was pre 
sented. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your committee has made a careful study of the president's re- 
port and wishes to emphasize, together with the president, the im- 
portance of “Evangelism-Stewardship” and urges sincerely that 4 
faithful report of this phase of the president’s report be made by 
pastors andlor delegates, to their respective congregations. 


In regard to recommendations made, we recommend: 


1. That every pastor be urged to cooperate fully with the year- 


Pe Evangelism program as advocated by our Evangelism com- 
mittee. 


2. That every pastor and congregation be urged to cooperate 
with the Stewardship Committee in its program, specifically in giv- 
ing opportunity for laymen, chosen by the committee, to present 
Stewardship to councils and congregations. | 


3. That congregations of Synod. which do not have a local or- 
ganization of the official auxiliaries of the church, be requested to 
give opportunity to the officials of the Synodical auxiliaries to pre 
sent their work to appropriate groups of people in their church. 


4. That we urge every congregation to conduct a Daily Vact 
tion Bible school, lasting at least two weeks. 


5. That we request every congregation to submit a copy of 
their constitution to the committee on New Congregations and Con- 


stitutions of Synod, with a vi ti — 
this committee. a view of getting helpful suggestions 


6. In regard to recommendation No. 6 we recommend that the 
action of the 1947 convention “That in order to conserve time of the 
president, that future reports list only such items of improvement 
which singularly amount to no less than $1000.00” be rescinded. 
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Considering the burden of the office of President, and the con- 
scientious manner in which he has conducted the office, and the fine 
brotherly spirit and attitude he has manifested toward the members 
of Synod, and the mutual concern he shares with brethren of Synod 
for the advancement of the Kingdom of God in our midst, we re- 


commend: 


7. That we express our sincere gratitude for efficient leader- 
ship and guidance by our continued prayers in his behalf, and by a 


rising vote of thanks. 
H. O. RHODE, Chairman 


RALPH L. RITZEN 
RUDOLPH MOEHRING 
FRED BORN 


The Vice President took the chair. 


Recommendations No.1, No. 2. No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, No. 6, and 
No. 7 were adopted. 


The Report of the Committee on Letters and Communications 
was presented. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 


Your Committee reports as information that telegrams to the 
following Synod Conventions in session at this time have been sent: 


Indiana, Pacific, Rocky Mountain, and Michigan. 

Due to a strike we were unable to get through with a telegram 
to the Illinois Synod. 

A letter of greeting was received from the Pacific Synod, 


A letter of information from the U.L.C.A. Committee of Church 
Architecture was also received. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. KNAUB 
E. P. BASTIAN 
G. HERBER 
HERMAN SUHR 
The matter of the Communication from the Committee of Ar- 
chitecture was referred to the Parish Education Committee by mo 
tion. 
The Committee on Excuses and Leave of Absence reported. 
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The motion prevailed to refer the Report back to the Committee 
with instructions that excused lay delegates be listed and that they 
indicate which pastors were excused for full time or part time ab 
sence. 


The Report on Lutheran World Action was presented. 


REPORT ON LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


Lutheran World Action has made its turn in the road, and is 
reaching new horizons. What marks Lutheran World Action? It is 
progress and definite strides forward. 

People who were starving yesterday, today are living and prais- 
ing God for the love of Lutheran World Action. People who were 
in utter despair have been rehabilitated, and their faith in God has 
been reestablished. Displaced persons and other refugees have been 
given a new lease on life. 


Many who would have died in despair, but for Lutheran World 
Action, have now become strong again and are lending a helping 
hand to make “Love’s Working Arm” stronger. 


But this work of mercy cannot be discontinued, as new areas 
of disaster and dire want hava broken out in this troubled world in 
such places as Palestine, India and Korea. So Lutheran World Ac 
tion must continue to bring spiritual strength to the despairing, 


food to the hungry, clothing for the naked, and medicine for the sick 
and wounded. 


That the orphaned missions and the younger churches need our 
help for some time yet must be considered as a sign of progress. To 
be sure, they are becoming self-supporting, but their growth has 
been so fast that their ability of becoming self-supporting cannot 
keep, up. We can understand this when we consider the mission field 
in Tanganyika which in ten years has almost doubled in population, 
or New Guinea where there was a ten percent increase in just one 
year, and others which have shown such surprising gain. So that 
these fields can no longer be considered as our responsibilities but 
rather our opportunities. 


Our new great opportunity is Latin America. There is an awak- 
ening in the development of industries and resources. Many Euro- 
peans are immigrating to South America to escape the war turmoils 
and unrests found in other parts of the world, and to secure for 
themselves new liv „new homes, and new opportunities. Many of 
these immigrants are Lutherans. Here then is an opportunity for 
you through Lutheran World Action to help build up a strong 
flourishing Lutheran Church in Latin America. 


Because of the action in Korea and other military activities, 
remember the men in the service. Maybe we don't sense the war 


So much here, but t hen 
World Action can bm do and they need all the help that Lu 
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Your committee is happy to report that the Synod has again 
gone over the top in 1951, reaching a goal of 122% which is third 
highest in the United Lutheran Church. 


Your Committee recommends the following resolutions: 


1, That Synod express its most sincere thanks to all pastors 
and congregations for their splendid cooperation. 


2. That Synod urge all pastors to present the whole program of 

World Action to their congregations and parishioners, and 

that if they have not already met their goals for 1952 that they use 

their utmost efforts to reach their goals just as soon as possible 
and not wait until the end of the year. 


3. That Synod encourage pastors and congregations to continue 
to sponsor clothing drives, and to pool their shipments with other 
neighboring congregations in order to cut the costs of shipping. 


4. That since Lutheran World Relief is no longer associated 
with CROP, Synod urges all pastors to encourage their congrega- 
tions and parishioners to give directly to Lutheran World Action 
what they would have otherwise given to CROP. 


5. That Synod urge and encourage all pastors and congrega- 
tions Who have not reached their goals in the previous years to 


make more concerted efforts in reaching their 1952 goals. 


6. That Synod continue to urge pastors and congregations to 
give assistance in the care of immigrant displaced persons, ethnic 
and refugee Germans, that they might be resettled and employed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ARTHUR HUNEKE 
WALLACE WOLFF 
FRED OLLENDORF. 


Recommendations No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3 were adopted. 


It was moved that Recommendation Number 4 be referred to the 

Lutheran World Action Directors in consultation with the Executive 

_ Board and that they make known the results of their considerations 
to the Pastors of Synod. The motion was carried. 


Recommendations Number 5, and number 6 were adopted. 


LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION QUOTAS 


1951 1952 
Congrega Goal Pai Goal 
Auburn * . $ 287.00 $ 158.00 5 260.00 


Bennington — — 725.00 487.00 553.00 
Bloomfield, St. Marks 1141.00 1141.00 823.00 
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Bloomfield, Good Shepherd --...~---- 180.00 
Blue Hill — 293.00 
71.00 
Columbus, St. John’s 1 373.00 
Columbus, Trinity —— 746.00 
322.00 
116.00 
357.00 
68.00 
Ellis, Kan. . 442.00 
Emerson aii 
184.00 
Glen vil 
Gothenburg 282.00 
Grand Island 805.00 
— 484.00 
Hanover 
Hastings, St. Paul ... 1136.00 
151.00 
Hastings. Immanuel 135.00 
Hildreth ____ 4 615.00 
295.00 
Home. 250.00 
520.00 
Hooper, Zion 383.00 
Johnson 324.00 
268.00 
Leigh 259.00 
1213.00 
Lincoln, United 1 112.00 
183.00 
Linn, Kanns. 221.00 
Lipscomb, V 167.00 
Lodgepole 117.00 
Louisville 200.68 
Madison — 148.00 
Niobrara 146.00 
Northboro * * 180.00 
Ohiowa, town * 256.00 
Ohiowa, rural _ 
Oklahoma City, Okla. wid 709.00 
Otoe _... 287.00 
Papillion 
932.00 
Pender. me Peter ..... — 365.00 
Perry, Okla 250.00 
257.00 

Platte Center 
Pleasant Valley - 80.00 


Russell, Kans., St. John 
Russell, Kans.. Trinity — 


187.00 


176.00 


136.00 
152.00 
126.00 


164.00 


121 
324.00 


177.00 
652.00 


424.00 
714.00 
270.00 
121.00 


200.00 
238.00 
157.00 

58.00 


110.00 133.00 
| 303.00 253.00 
72.03 52.00 
531.00 271.0 
748.00 578.0 
196.00 241.00 
141.00 92.00 
418.36 279.00 
65.00 58.00 
475.00 344.00 
341.42 480.00 
180.00 134.00 
330.50 248.05 
221.00 157.00 
326.00 194.00 
805.00 636.00 
134.75 394.00 
425.78 876.00 
25.00 124.00 
135.00 100.00 
615.00 434.00 
345.00 2 
66.00 
585.00 3920 
883.00 296.00 
189.12 253.00 2 
268.00 196.00 
| 952.26 
453.80 902.00 
1 304.00 
212.00 
205.00 
957.00 
i 
117.00 
243.00 
67.86 108.00 
148.00 
454.21 
190.00 129.00 
256.00 
103.00 
631.68 
290.00 229 00 
a 545.00 | 
946.00 
220 00 
112.90 
260.00 
296.78 
| 129.00 
80.00 
if 1475.00 1628.00 1155.00 
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264.00 264.72 
264.00 264.00 
64.00 73.15 
— 72.00 89.00 
* . 149,00 167.00 
— 164.00 
b 218.00 110.00 
84.00 90.00 
— 206.00 202.00 
95.00 116.00 
302.00 305.00 
704.00 705.53 
504.00 525.00 
Winside 373.00 373.00 
0 Winner 232.00 222.00 
0 Yutan 768.00 769.00 
0 
0 An additional report of goals for 1953 was distributed. 
0 
) 
| LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION GOALS FOR 1953 
FOR THE MIDWEST SYNOD 
Place Goal Place 
$308 
Bennington 661 
Bloomfield, St. Mark 623 
Bloomfield, Good Shepherd. 105 Northboro, low 
298 Ohiowa, Town 
52 Ohiowa, Rurala ! 
I Columbus, St. John ------ 307 Oklahoma City, Okla. ....- 
Columbus, Trinity BTS 06 
110 Pender. St. Mark 
Diller, 238 Pender. St. Peter 281 
Die, 67 Perry, O.. 147 
161 Platte Center! 131 
242 Pleasant Valley --....... 58 
| 128 Russell, Kan. St. John 831 
204 Russell, Kan. Trinity ~~~. 136 
Grand Island 164 
— 348 Scribner, 203 
IZ 407 Scribner, St. Johnn 225 
Hastings Ist St. Paul 899 Silver Cliff -~......-..... 47 
Hastings So. St. Paul 147 Stanten. 64 
Hastings Immanuel! 144 124 
451 Stillwater, 136 
Hoisington, Kn 206% — 152 
Heme Ham 50 
Hooper, St. Paul 430 Tea, So. 6 178 


Hooper, „ 
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Johnson 249 Wakeeney, Kan. 158 
Lanham, Kan 166 Wayne . 523 
Leigh 191 Westboro, Mo. 428 
Lincoln, Friedens .. 242 
109 Wiener 
Linn, Kan. 93 Computed from the Parochial 
Lipscomb, Tex. 145 report of Dec. 31, 1950 at $14 
Lodge Pole 88 per communing member. 
Louisville 169 


The Report on Town and Country Church was presented, 


REPORT OF THE NEBRASKA TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCH 
CONFERENCE 


The Nebraska Town and Country Church Conference was held at 
the Agricultural College in Lincoln, January 15 and 16, 1952. The 
program was very nicely received and as far as I know everyone 
was pleased with the speakers and general set up. It was very en- 
couraging to see so many: pastors and Laymen of our Synod pre 
sent. There was a total attendance at the Conference of 205. The 
breakdown of denominations represented was as follows: 


Evangelical United Brethren -—............._--------- 2 
4 
Congregationa1a 1 
Evangelical and Reformed d 3 
Lutheran 159 
College people 6 

205 


The program committee for the 1953 Conference which will de 
held January 21 and 22 next year met at the Agricultural College 
Campus April 28, 1952. A tentative program for our 1953 Confer- 


ence was set up. Some of the following men will be contacted to 
be on this program: 


Luther Powell, Calvin Snucker, Oscar Engebretson, Otto Hoi- 
berg, E. Malm, Edwin Becker, Rockwell Smith. 


At this meeting the following officers were elected: President, 


Andrew Staby, Fremont, Nebraska, Sec. Guy Davis, Asst. State 4-H 
Club leader, Treas. F. C. Nolte. 


Respectfully submitted, 
FREDERICK C. NOLTE 
—11¢— 
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The Special Committee on Constitution and By-Laws presented 
— following proposed amendment for action at the 1953 Conven- 


Amendment to Article XIII Section 2 par. 3 of the Constitution of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest. 


We the undersigned hereby propose to Synod that Article XIII 
Section 2 pargagraph 3 which now reads: 


“Other Articles of the Constitution of this Synod may be amend- 
ed by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a regular annual 
meeting, provided that such proposed amendment be moved and pre- 
sented in writing by no less than one-third vote of the members pre- 
sent at a previous regular annual meeting”. 
be amended to read: 


“Other articles of the Constitution of this Synod may be amend- 
ed by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a regular annual 
meeting, provided that such proposed amendment be moved and pre- 
sented in writing by no less than twelve of the members present at 
& previous regular annual meeting. 

F. BLOCH 


H. O. RHODE 
F. FREYTAG T. A. ALTHOF 
R. R. SYRE GERALD KOLBO 
M. KOOLEN A. C. BAUGHMAN 
EMIL C. BRUNS M. W. PETERSON 
P. O. ANDERSON ERICH PETERSEN 
R. L. JOBMAN HENRY SCHNEIDER 
MARTIN SCHROEDER A. J. DUIS 
W. ROWOLDT LORIN J. WOLFF 
N. E. SCHROEDER HUGO H. F. WELCHERT 
WILLIAM HORST ARTHUR W. HUNEKE 
R. E. SHIRCK HOWARD PETERSON 
G. VAN BOENING R. D. LEBSACK 
H. M. GOEDE WM. HARDER 

K. F. HERING 


ERNEST ARMBRUSTER 
P. C. KUEHNER PAUL H. G. MOESSNER 
H. J. DIEKHOFF 


PAUL G. HANSEN 

M. SCHROEDER F. W. HENKEL 
P. de FRESSE G. HERBER 

C. J. UNGER OTTO b. LOSEKE 
L. S. LEWALLEN JOHN RUGE 

J. N. MARXEN E. J, AMEND 

E. J, MOEDE 


A protest was voiced against certain paragraphs printed in the 
March, 1952 issue of Luther Life, the magazine of the Luther Lea- 


gue of America. 
The Committee on Leave of Absences and Excuses presented its 
report which had been earlier referred back to it. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES AND LEAVE 

OF ABSENCE 

Your committee on excuses and leave of absence recommends a 
that the following pastors be excused from being absent from: 


1. all sesions of Synod: 


C. G. Wagner, F. Rabe, P. Rowoldt, Sr., K. Klinger, O. Berg- 0 
felder, L. Hopp, F. C. Schuld, J. Goemmel, J. M. Holzberger, V. 
O. Zahlis, E. Wendt, C. Rautenstrauss, F. Loeffler, F. Podszus, 
M. A. Ritzen, V. R. Pietzko, G. F. Duhrkop, G. Wiencke, Jr., P. 4 
O. Spehr, Fred Kern; 


2. from one or more sessions: 
E. Walter, M. Koolen, J. Schrader, K. Vordeman, A. C. Baugh- 
man. T. Schmunk, F. Bloch, H. Knaub, Paul de Freese, and 8. 
K. de Freese; 


3. absent without excuse, and, therefore, not to be excused: 
H. B. Pearson, and E. P. Bastian; 


4. lay delegates to be excused for full time absence: 
H. Langholz-Russell, Kansas; Seibert Engel-Columbus, Nebraska; 
and Ernest Heller-Pilger, Nebraska; 
lay delegates to be excused for part time absence: 
Wm. Meyer-Wayne, Nebraska; Carl Burmeister, Yutan, Neb- 
raska; Ed. Schneider, Lipscomb, Texas; and, F. Walter-Creston, 
Nebraska. 


Respectfully submitted, 


E. J. MOEDE 

M. W. PETERSON 
F. FREYTAG 

A. STOVER 
GERALD KOLBO 


Recommendation number 1 was seconded. 


It was moved to amend that Dr. Koolen be placed on the part 
time list. The motion carried. 


The Recommendation number 1, as amended, was adopted. 
Recommendation number 2 was adopted. 
Recommendation number 3 was adopted. 
Recommendation number 4 was adopted. 


It was moved to table the resolution in regard to the minimum 
salary of pastors. The motion was seconded and carried. 
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PROTEST REGARDING ARTICLE IN “LUTHER LIFE” 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest protests vigor- 
ously the content as well as the implications of the Article “Under- 
stand What You Read”, by Philip R. Hoh, appearing in the March 
1952 issue of the “Luther Life” magazine of the Luther League in 
America. We particularly object to its refutation of the Bible as 
the inspired word of God, the article being based upon a negative 
higher criticism of the Bible, which is already disproved by sound 
scholarship and refuted by the Articles of Faith of our church. We 
refer particularly to the fifth paragraph beginning: “The Bible grew 
up. It grew up as folk-lore, etc.” and to the seventh paragragh 


which begins: “Some Bible writers were brilliant men.” 


We feel that both the import and the material should be with- 
drawn and repudiated by both the church and the Luther League. 


It was moved to adopt the report presented by Pastor Rhode in 
regard to the protest voiced earlier. The motion carried, 


It was moved that the Executive Board be authorized to approve 
— minutes of the last session. The motion was seconded and car- 


The motion prevailed to adjourn. 


The Convention was closed with the installation of the elected 
officers of the Executive Board and the services of the formal clos- 
ing of Synod. President Lorin J. Wolff was in charge. 


CERTIFICATION 


These minutes are certified to be the true copy of the true Re- 
cord of the Proceedings of the Sixty-third Annual Convention of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United Luth- 
eran Church in America, convening May 12, to May 15, at Frieden's 
Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, the Rev. Herman Goede, D. D., 


Pastor. 
| LORIN J. WOLFF, President 
| WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 


| DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION OF 
THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Pastors: Lorin J. Wolff, Werner P. Welchert, Theodore Althof, 
E. C. Hansen. Herman Goede, and Hugo H. F. Welchert. 


Alternate Pastors: Norman Schroeder, Paul H. G. Moessner, R. R. 
Syre, R. M. Sauberzweig, William Goede, and Ed J. Amend. 


The Messrs: Walter Jobman, Carl Grothen, William Horst, Lloyd 
Lewallen, Gene Brack, and August Brei. 


Alternates: Fred Born, Carl Wichman, John Huttenmeyer, Karl 
Friedemann, E. Donald Schmidt, and Emil Sudman. 
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Program Of 
Services and Speakers 


COMMUNION SERVICE: Monday Evening, May 12, 8:00 
The Sermon: Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M., President of Synod. 
Liturgist: Pastor Werner P. Welchert, Secretary of Synod. 


ORDER FOR THE OPENING OF SYNOD. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE: Tuesday, May 13, 4:45 P. M. 
Sermon: Pastor Alfred J. Duis. 
Liturgist: Pastor E. C. Hansen, S. T. D. 


IN MEMORY OF 


Mrs. Emma Rabe 
Adolph Restau 
Mrs. Josephine Schimmelpfennig 


ORDINATION AND ANNIVERSARY SERVICE: 
Tuesday, May 13, 8:00 P.M. 


Ordination Sermon: Pastor Wallace J. Wolff 
Liturgist: Pastor Martin G. Schroeder 
Those Ordained were: 
DANIEL C. SCHROEDER 
FREDERICK J. WOLFF 
Ordination Anniversary Address: Pastor Karl Koenig 


ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 
Pastor F. Rabe, D. D. * 60th Anniversary 
Pastor Otto Berg felder 50th Anniversary 


Pastor Victor Moeller 25th Anniversary 
Pastor R. M. Sauberzweig 2 _25th Anniversary 
Pastor William Goede i _.25th Anniversary 
Pastor Edward Amend 25th Anniversary 


LAYMEN’S BANQUET: Wednesday Evening, May 


Convention Chaplain: Pastor Hugo H. F. Welchert 
Convention Organist: Pastor Ralph Ritzen 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE WOMEN’S 


SYNOD. JULY 1, 1951 TO JUNE 30, 1952 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


OF 


MID WEST 


* 2 < — 
Balance July 1, 1951 025 1435 /N l 21808 500 9200 .... .... 1066.04 
1. Auburn, St. John ůů 25.04 6.10 73.44 5.00 40.00 5. 17.00 r 1 
2, Bennington, St. 13.50 3.30 103.30 400 106.00 — 30.00 2600 •h 19100 @ 
Bloomfield, St. Mark 1120 2.80 362.38 .... 25.00 .... .... 
4. Columbus, Trinity ............-. 1920 480 158.00 10.00 1000 .... 530) .... .... 25.00 4 
5. Creston, Bt. Peter _............ 1680 420 66.00 10.00 1600 1000 .... O00 .... 
Darrowsett. St. Paul 1680 42018300 .... @00 .... 0000 #00 .... 
00 20.00 407.00 30.00 30.00 34.00 90.06 66.00 .... & 
9. St Paul ............. T2300 14.00 191.00 60.00 00 30.00 6.00 1400 600 15 456.00 @ 
10. Palle City, St. 9960 39.80 mee _... 10 
11. Fontanelle,. Salem 49.96 12.40 132.72 50.00 36.600 106.00 1800 .... S00 ..... 
12. Gothenberg. 31.20 78011300 .... 1800 3400 1600 G00 .... .... 1603 
13. Grand Island M 8422 £830 166.74 10.00 30.00 15.08 25.00 2000 .... 1000 .... 30638 
14. Hameover, 16.20 390 901.95 1150 3000 620 2025 41.00 .... 2726.00 14 
15. Hastings, First St. Faul 2320 680 61.00 50.00 1000 2000 .... 1008 «nm 190.00 15 
16. Hastings, Troe B 1720 18.00 13451 25.00 23350 1800 36.00 .... .... 
17. Hastings, Immanvel ............. 43.20 10.80 160.00 10.00 600 1000 .... TF 
18 Hildreth. St. 28.80 7.20 194.00 8.00 30.00 1800 5.00 1000 «<a 
19. Hooper, St. 38.80 065 51.00 25.00 $0.00 6600 
20. Hooper, Zion . — 40.00 10.00 167.00 75.00 36.00 10.00 19.90 1000 34.00 6.00 46.00 446.08 @ 
21. Lan — 1920 480 55.00 5.00 66.00 600 10.00 600 600 S00 166.08 
22. Laigh t. ul — 21.23 800 23.00 .... 16637 
23. Lincoln 1680 4230 20.00 25.00 €00 46.00 1000 ͤ 
24. Lincoln Friedens W.M.5. 53.00 13.25 118.04 26.00 1600 .... 1000 36.00 ...0 
26. „ 2000 6.00 119.00 10.00 .... 1000 .... 
27. Landy Good Shepherd 56.00 14.00 76.10 _... 30600 26.08 11.00 1000 .... nce «ame 1600 
28. Leuleville Christ 33.90 8.40 111.56 7.35 3400 20.2364 
20. Niobrara By. Lath. . — 3.00 59.00 8000 600 %% ... 
. St. 9.600 230 31.10 .... 15.00 1050 — 10.30 123.10 
32. Oklahoma City First ...........- 20.00 600 206.75 9800 .... 2180 .... 3688 .... 
33. Papillion 37.00 1440 55.00 5.00 108 — 100 
36. Pender, St. Mark Mission Guild. 25.60 446 73.70 8000 W000 1000 1700 .... .... 
38. Marx Country Ald .. 800 290 2400 G6, 2008 3000 .... 
38. Ressel, St. 46.40 11.60 487.00 65.00 110.00 80.00 T2950 ... oo 
40. Sterting, St. John ..... — 83.20 2080 64.00 25.00 . 
41. Stillwater, 26.00 4860 57.80 600 1600 600 1000 .... ... ~~. 
42. Wayne, Redeemer ......... 38.40 0.60 157.00 26.00 1000 600 10.00 
43. Westboro, St. 24.36 125.00 40.00 106.00 10.86 3680 SS 
Winside, — 1840 460 3093 — 5.00 8.00 — 
. — 3440 8860 141.00 25.00 5.00 
LADIES AID SOCIETIES 
Bive Hill, St. Paul — — — — 
52. Pilger, St. Peter ............... mabe name cone 
54. Gretma Resurrection ............. 10.00 4 
54. Tea, So. D. Trinity ............. 
onvention — — ,) —T— 
Offering n 
1311.80 848.508 118 8810 2% 905,001020,897 42-63 940.12 423.46 154.80 478.9319015 
isbursements “1211.59 590.225118.88 900.00 810,00727.63 040.12 423.46 154.80 
submit 
ra. M. A. Treas. 
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Audit, Synodical Treasury 
BOARDS & TRUSTEES REPORTS: 


Central Lutheran Seminary 53-56 
Executive Board 33-37 
Home Missions 67-69, 109 
Midland College .......____ 42-47 
48-51 
Brotherhood, President 92-93 


Budget Inside front cover, also 
36, 37 


Calendar of Special Days 
and Seasons Inside back cover 


Certifications of Minutes 
47-48 


COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Audit, Midwest Lutheran 


83-84 
Conference Protocols 38 
25 
Deaconess Work 100-101 
57-58 
Executive Board’s Report ____75 
Foreign Missions 38-40 
History of Synod _..._ 104-105 
Leave of Absence and 

72 111, 118 
Letters and Communications 


Lutheran Laymen’s Movement_89 
Lutheran Student Work 77-79 
Lutheran World Action __112-116 


˙· r 60-61, 66 
— 62-65 
New Congregations and 
Constitutionss 17-18, 82 
67, 
Oklahoma Holdings 75-78 
Parish Education 95-98 
President's Report 110-111 
106-107 
69-70 
Publications 109-110 
102-103 
Review of Treasurer's 
51-53 
Secretary’s Report 69-70 
Social Missions 76-77 


Special Committee on Con- N 
stitution & By-laws 38, 117 


Special Committee on 


Honorariums 
Special Committee to Peti- 


tion Commission on Ad- * 


Statistical and Parochial 


-70 


Stewardehip ....j......... 85-89 
Tellers _..51, 56, 57, 62, 66, 74, 76, 


80, 82, 84, 85, 89, 91, 93, 94, 98, 
101, 104, 107, 109 


The Lathevram ...i....... 107-108 

Town & Country Church 
Convention Committees 15-16 
13 


Directory 
Greetings__18, 25, 40, 41, 51, 53, 58, 
61, 67, 74, 75, 79, 101, 104 


Laymen’s Meeting 84-85 
Luther League . 89-91 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
ͤ 38 
Business Manager 82-83 
Subscription Manager 
Ministeriam .....j....<< 41-42, 67 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS: 
18-25 
25 
Statistician, Necrologist, 

31-33 
26-31 
Parochial Reports End of Book 

REPRESENTATIVES: 
Institutional Chaplaincy 
73-74 
Lutheran Resettl emen 81 
Lutheran Student Founda- 

— 79-80 
Midland Assembly -_......99-100 
42 
Nebraska Lutheran Social 

71-75 


United Lutheran Church 42, 61 
Roster of Pastors, Lay Dele- 

gates, and Congregations 7-12 


Services at Convention 


Standing Committees ..14-16 
TREASURER’S REPORTS: 
History of Sy noa 106-106 
69 
Lutheran Student Work 78 
Midland Celleg@ 44 
Midwest Lutheran -—..... 82-83 
66 
26-31 
Women's Missionary Society 
End of Book 
United Lutheran Church Con- 
vention Delegates ./....... 119 
Women’s Missionary y..91-92 
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BAPTIZED CONFIRMED COMMUNING 
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Calendar of Causes In 
The United Lutheran Church In America 


Month Cause Board or Agency 
September Parish Education Parish and Church School Board 
October ...Social Missions Board of Social Missions 
November Stewardship . Lutheran Laymen’s Movement 
December Christian Ministry ....__ Board of Ministerial Pensions 

and Relief 
January Foreign Missions Board of Foreign Missions 
February American Missions Board of American Missions 
April Christian Higher Education Board of Education 
May ......World Latheranim Lutheran World Federation 
June Deaconess Work Board of Deaconess Work 


HOME 


SUPERINTENDENT, REV. ALFRED W. YOUNG, D. D. 


Open.... 


Your Church To Your Hearts 
Tabitha Home To 
Representatives Tabitha Home 


A Home For - 


The HOMELESS AGED 
The HELPLESS 
The ORPHAN 


| 
8 
8 LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
oun Synod’s Chiat 
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For Christ and Country 


MIDLAND COLLEGE TRAINS 


men and women to love Christ and serve their country, 
with all their heart: LOYALLY; 

with all their mind: INTELLIGENTLY; 

with all their strength: POWERFULLY; 


FOR CHRIST 


From Midland College there has been going forth, and must 
continue to go forth, a stream of intelligent and consecrated 
young men and women, qualified and determined to serve Christ 
in the ministry and in all walks of life. 


FOR COUNTRY 


In putting Christ into the hearts and minds of her students, 
Midland College is putting the steel of truth and integrity and 
the cement of loyal citizenship into American life. 


For Literature Write to 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 


Fremont, Nebraska 


An accredited, four-year, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and 
added departments of business, education, music and journalism. 
THE REV. PAUL W. DIECHMAN STM., D. D., President 


CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 
(Successor to Western Theological Seminary) 
Fremont, Nebraska 


ommitted to the training of well-rounded and effective 
pastors for our day. 


ssential to the development and strengthening of the 
Lutheran Church in our vast territory. 


phases of the work of the Church. 


"TP ruc to the Holy Scriptures and to the Confessions. 


worthy of 
support. 


the Church’s increased 
nimated by the spirit of missions—a love for Christ and 
AA tor 


Address inquiries to President E. Bryan Keisler 


‘ 
8 
8 
\ 
-- 
12 
| 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
IN THE MIDWEST 


of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 


PROCEEDINGS 


Sixty-fourth Annual Convention 
May 18-21, 1953 


First St. Paul's Lutheran Church 


5th & Burlington Avenue 
HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 


The Rev. Paul M. de Freese, Pastor 


* — 
Maur, Ts Our God 


SYNODICAL BUDGET FOR 1954 


Synodical Home Missions $ 5,500.00 
20,000.00 
1,200.00 
Social Missions: “ J ~ 
. $ 400.00 
Synodical Administration 
$ 359.00 
150.00 
Merger Committee ............. e.. 300.00 
Officers’ Expense and Salar ies 1,375.00 
Bulletins and Minutes of Synod .............. 1,000.00 
Convention Expense and Auditor ............ 200.00 
cece 525.00 
President’s Office | 
300.00 
4 300.00 
804.00 
Pensions, Family Protection Plan ............ 496.00 
Synod Home Repayment and Maint. ......... 600.00 
7,500.00 
Lutheran Student 1. 1,000.00 
Total for Midwest Synod .....................-:: 855.400.000 
U.L.C.A. for 1954 ...... $ 75,340.00 — $ 6.06 per Communing Member 
Midwest Synod for 1954 $ 55,400.00 — $ 4.94 per Communing Member | 
eo $130,740.00 — $11.00 per Communing Member | 
THE DIVISION OF APPORTIONED BENEVOLENCE FOR 1954 
For each $100 
FOR SYNOD’S BUDGET FOR ULCA’S BUDGET if 
} Synodical Home Missions ...$ 4.21 American Missions 321.2 
N Midland College 15.30 Foreign Missions 11.53 | 
Central Seminary .......... 7.80 Social Missions 1.15 | 
Beneficiary Education ...... 92 Pensions and Relief 6.34 
Tabitha Home .............. 137 Deaconess Work 1.18 
: Social Missions ............. 1.53 Christian Higher Education. 230 | 
Synodical Administration ... 3.52 Parish Education 1.73 
1 President's Office .......... 5.73 ULCA Administration 1.21 
, Midwest Lutheran .......... 84 ULCA Committees and 
Lutheran Student Work ..... Commissions 2.30 
ZW 38 National Lutheran Council 2.54 
The Lutheran .........----: 58 
Convention Fund ........--: 29 
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Ebenezer 


“Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ, and stew- 
ards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that 
a man be found faithful.” 


DEDICATED TO THE BRETHREN 
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{ Fastor F. W. Paul Bieger 1 
65th Anniversary | 
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34 
3) Pastor C. H. William Harder Pastor Frederick Freytag 4 
60th Anniversary 25th Anniversary 


ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 
and 
Address 


Lay Delegate’s 
Name and 
Address 


1. P. Bieger 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
2. C. G. Wagner 
804 East Arch St. 
Jerseyville, III. 
3. F. Rabe, D.D. 
2908 S. 25th 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
4. Wm. Harder 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
5. J. O. Krueger 
6409 Logan St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
6. P. Rowoldt Sr. 
3210 Summit Blvd. 
Lincoln 2, Nebraska 
7. E. Walter, D.D. 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
8. K. Klinger 


54 S. Greenwood Ave. 


Pasadena, California 
9. M. Koolen, D.D. 
1633 Van Dorn St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
10. O. Bergfelder 
255 lith N. W. 
Waverly, Iowa 
11. M. A. Jensen 


Route 1 
Hastings, Nebraska 
12. H. L. Lenser 
Home, Kansas 
13. F. C. Schuldt, D.D. 
340 West 5th Street 
Fremont, Nebraska 
14. J. M. Holzberger 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
45. J. N. Marxen 


1898 


1906 


1906 


Linn, Kansas 
16. W. O. Zahlis, S.T.M. 1906 1939 
Kansas 


Ellis, 


„% % „% „% „% „% % „ „% „% „% „ „ „405 


St. Paul's 


* Congregations not affiliated with Synod. 


Retired 
Emmanuel (Supply) 1906 
Hastings, Nebraska 


Frieden’s* 1885 
Home, Kansas 
Retired 


1916 


3 
— 
8 

5 Congregation 
3 and 8 
6 
meer 
| 1890 1920 pees Re tired 18 
| 1892 1906...................Retired 
20 
1893 1604..................-Retired 
1895 1923...................Retired a 
22 
| 1 
1898 1806...................Retired 
20 
25 
＋ 
1902 
2 
1905 2 
1906 4 
1916 — 
| 3 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name 3 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 
and 3 Name and and 
Address E 2 Address Parish 
L — * 
17. E Wendt ä Retired 
9722 San Vincente St. 
South Gate, California : 
18. J. Schrader, D.D 1909 19000 St. John’s 
Lipscomb, Texas Lipscomb, Tex. 
19. Chr. Rautenmstrauss 1910 190000 Retired 
6180 W. 40 Ave. 
Wheat Ridge, 
2. J. A. Bahnsen re e St. Paul's 
506 New York Ave. Hastings, Nebr. 
Hastings, Nebr 
21. R. Moehring 1910 1910 Wm. Kerbs Zion’s 
Wakeeney, Ks. R. 2, Wakeeney,Ks.Wakeeney, Ks. 
K. Vordemann 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebr 
Fred Loeffler Z Retired 
316 E. Grant 
Fowler, Colo. 
& H. O. Rhode 1914 1914 George Herber St. Paul's 1919 
Darrouzett, Texas Tex. Darrouzett, Tex. 
T. d. Kuehner Trinity 1889 


MAX Ritzen, D. D 1916 
Fontanelle, Nebr 
N. M. Schroeder, Sr 1917 
AX. D.D. 
Glenvil, Nebr. 
F. W. Nolte, Sr., D.D. 1917 
Westboro, Mo. 
V. XR Pietzko 1917 
1500 W. 3rd St. 
. 1919 
. 1919 
Div. 
Ft. Riley, Kansas 
SAB. J. Lentz, DD. 1919 
Nebr. 
H J. Diekhoff 


Ayr, Nebr. 


1919 Otto Schafer — 
Ne 
— 
Pierce, Nebr. 


— 
South Dakota 
1916 Paul Stromer Retired—Supply 
St. Paul’s 1878 
Glenvil, Nebr. 
1886 
Westboro, Mo. 
1010 „ United Lutheran 1916 
Fremont & 60th Sts. 
Lincoln, Nebr. 
1910. .S. Army Chaplain | 
1890 
1903 
Pierce, Nebr. 
“Congregations not affiliated with Synod. 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS | 


. | Pastor’s Name H Lay Delegate’s Congregation 
fe and 3 5 Name and and 8 
Address E Address Parish : 
E 
34. E. J. Moede eee Inactive 
Gretna, Nebr. | 
35. A. C. Baughman 1921 1949 Chester Schafers- Salem | 1860 
Fontanelle, Nebr. mann Fontanelle, Nebr. | 
ere: Arlington, Nebr. | 
36. Herman Goede, D.D. 1922 1922 Martin Koolen Frieden's | 1907 
540 D Street 2336 Bradfield Lincoln, Nebr. | 
Lincoln, Nebr. Lincoln, Nebr. 
37. T. Schmunk . Leave of absence 
61724 Duel St. . | 
Ft. Morgan, Colo. | 
38. Paul C. Kuehner 1923 1952 Frank Roseman St. Paul's 1889 
* Diller, Nebr. Diller, Nebr. Diller, Nebr. 
39. C. H. Goede 1024 10 %%iinC·mn n St. John's“ 1866 
Auburn, Nebr. Auburn, Nebr. 
40. Karl Konig 1924 1924 Arthur Schulz St. John’s 1901 
Yutan, Nebr. Yutan, Nebr. Yutan, Nebr. 
41. Fred H. Bloch, A.M. 1924 1942 Leave of absence 
Stillwater, Okla. | 
42. Karl F. Hering eee Zion's 1883 
Cle Platte Center, Nebr. Platte Center, Nebr. 
1 43. H. M. Biedenweg 1926 1926 Albert Merz St. Peter’s 1871 
: 65 Falls City, Nebr. R. F. D. Falls City, Nebr. 
Falls City, Nebr. 
44. F. W. Henkel 1926 1951 Gene Brack St. Mark's 1952 
2206 Van Buren Hoisington, Kans. Great Bend, Ks. 
Great Bend, Ks. 
| 45: V. Moeller 1927 1927 Charles Wageman St. Peter’s 1888 
Rt. 3 Pender, Nebr. R.F.D. 3 
0 Pender, Nebr Pender, Nebr 
46. J. Peil ee. Inactive 
Ayr, Nebr. 
47. R. M. Sauberzweig, 1927 1938 Wm. Koch St. John’s 1901 
| Th. D. Otoe, Nebr. Nebr. City, Nebr. Otoe, Nebr. 
. ‘48. William Goede 1927 1942 Fred Schoenthaler Christ 1907 
Ellis, Kans. Ellis, Kans. Ellis, Kansas 
49. Ed. J. Amend, Th. D. 1927 1945 O A. Langhorst Christ 1887 
Wisner, Nebr. Wisner, Nebr. Wisner, Nebr. 
50. Fred Kern .. e. Serving the National 
Avenida, Las Estancias Lutheran Council 
La Campifia, Villa Carmen 
Caracas, Venezuela | 
51. Frederick Freytag 1928 1950................... Trinity* 1878 
6. Russell, Kansas | Russell, Kans. | 
. 52. Herman Joens 1929 1949 Fred Naber, Sr. St. John’s 1901 
Soeribner, Nebr. Scribner, Nebr. Scribner, Nebr. 


* Congregations not affiliated with Synod. 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor's Name E Lay Delegate’s Congregation 
and 3 and 
Address Parish 
| — i 
George Herber 1931 193. Resurrection 
Gretna, Nebr. — Nebr 
54 C. R Goldenstein 1931 1931 Fred Liebsch 
2010 Ninth St. Columbus, Nebr. Columbus, Nebr. 


Columbus, Nebr. 


55. Lorin J. Wolff, S.T.M. i 


1812 D Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
56. Alfred Duis 

105 Duck Street 

Stillwater, Okla. 


57. H Knaub 
oomfield, Nebr. 
58. Warren F. Churchill 
Creston, Nebr. 
| 
59. Theodore Althof 
505 Brooks 
Russell, Kansas 
60. Arthur W. Huneke 
Lanham, Nebr. 
61. Louis H. de Freese 
228 N.E. 16th St. 
Okla. City, Okla. 
62. James C. Suter 
Hildreth, Nebr. 
63. Hugo H. F. Welchert 
ooper, Nebr. 
R R. Syre, S.T.M. 
605 N. Keene 
mont, Nebr. 
65. gwd Wiencke, Jr. 


228 Spruce 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
66. He D. Trawney 
Sterling, Nebr. 
67. Richard Jobman 
302 S. 2nd St. 
| Norfolk, Nebr. 
68. Fred Ollendorf 
Northboro, Iowa 


1934 


1938 


1938 


1940 


1934 Karl Friedemann 
416 Ramsey St. 
Stillwater, Okla. 


1935 Henry Hagge 
Bloomfield, Nebr. 

1935 Robt. R. Schultze 
Creston, Nebr. 
Otto W. Weber 
Leigh, Nebr. 

1949 Herman Langholz 
W. Wichita Ave. 
Russell, Kans. 

1948 Clarence Brei 
Odell, Nebr. 

1952 Loyd Lewallen 
3301 N.W. 24th 
Okla. City, Okla. 

1953 Charles Lundeen 


1950 Adolph Wusk 
Sterling, Nebr. 
1940 R. E. Glaser 


* Congregations not affiliated with Synod. 
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St. John's 


St. Paul's“ 


Salem 
Stillwater, Okla. 
Zion's 


Perry, Okla. 


St. Mark’s 
Bloomfield, Nebr. 
St. Peter’s 
Creston, Nebr. 
St. Paul's 


Okla. City, Okla. 


St. Peter’s 
Hildreth, Nebr. 
St. Paul's 
Hooper, Nebr. 
St. Paul’s 1879 
Uehling, Nebr. 

Central Lutheran Seminary 
Fremont, Nebr. 


Board of Parish Edu- 
cation, U.L.C.A. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

1883 
1902 


Sterling, Nebr. 
St. John’s 
Norfolk, Nebr. 


Northboro, lewa 


| 
* 
: 
1910 
B60 1928 
907 1934444 President of Synod 
on 
389 
366 1935 1906 
1935 1909 
1881 
Leigh, Nebr. 
1936 St. John’s 1900 
Russell, Kans. 
1936 St. John’s 1885 
Lanham, Nebr. 
1936 First Lutheran 1902 
1937 
Axtell, Nebr. 
1938 1938 A. G. Heyne 
Hooper, Nebr. 
| Ernest Uehling 
01 Oakland, Nebr. 
87 Z 
1938 
78 1940 
305 Madison Ave. 
Norfolk, Nebr. 
1902 
| 


— — 


ase. 


ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


Pastor’s Name Congregation 
and and 

69. Paul H. G. Moessner, 1940 Zion’s 1887 
AM. Hooper, Nebr. | 
Hooper, Nebr 

70. Wallace J. Wolff 1941 Foreign Missionary 
Lutheran Courts British Guiana 
New Amsterdam 
British Guiana, S.A. 

71. Walter E. Rowoldt 1942 194422 St. Mark’s* 1916 
Pender, Nebr. Pender, Nebr. 

72. S. K. de Freese 1942 1943 John Sievers Redeemer’s . 1889 
421 Lincoln St. Wayne, Nebr Wayne, Nebr. . 
Wayne, Nebr. 

73. Werner P. Welchert 1943 1943 Christ ChristiansenTrinity 1908 
623 S. Madison Papillion, Nebr. Papillion, Nebr. 

Papillion, Nebr. 

74. Paul O. Spehr, Jr. Z Foreign Missionary 
Lutheran Mission Liberia, Africa 
Monrovia, 

Liberia, Africa 

75. H. B. Pearson Z Dakota Luth. High School 
Minot, North Dakota Minot, North Dakota 

76. Paul de Freese 1943 1950 Adolph Heusser First St. Paul's 1878 
511 N. Burlington 105 N. Hastings 5th & Burlington Ave. 
Hastings, Nebr. H Nebr. Hastings, Nebr. 

77. M. W. Peterson 1944 1951 Fred Wittler Trinity 1901 
Winside, Nebr. Winside, Nebr Winside, Nebr. 

78. Levon Spath 6 0 ceva Foreign Missionary 
Simbron 3192 Argentina, So. America 
Buenos Airés 
Argentina, S. America 

79. Waldorf Lau EAS peer St. Paul's 1898 
Blue Hill, Nebr. Blue Hill, Nebr 

80. Robert Shirck, Lath 1945 1948 7 St. John’s 1898 
Bennington, A D. 7 Bennington, Nebr 

Omaha, Nebr 

81. P. O. Anderson re in the 
858 N. Burritt Ave. 

Buffalo, Wyo. 

82. Grant Van Boening 1881 
Columbus, Nebr. 

83. Ralph Ritzen 1947 1900 
Pilger, Nebr. 

1905 

84. Frederick Nolte, Jr. 1947 6 
Route 6 
Lincoln, Nebr. 


* Congregations not affiliated with Synod. 
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Name and 


Congregation 
and 


1948 


Hanover, Kans. 


Gothenburg. Nebr. 
1951 


Emerson, Nebr. 
Hoisington, Kans. 


1953 


1953 


1948 Leslie Christensen Immanuel 
Lodgepole, Nebr. Lodgepole, Nebr. 


Ed. Schmid Grace 
Chappell, Nebr. Chappell, Nebr. 
Foreign Missionary 
British Guiana, S. A. 
St. Matthews“ 
Johnson, Nebr. 
1949 William Barth Messiah 
403 S. Vine Grand Island, Nebr 
Grand Island, Nebr 
1950 Henry Rippe Zion’s 
Hanover, Kans. Hanover, Kans. 
1951 Jurgen Franzen Zion’s 
Gothenburg, Nebr. Gothenburg, Nebr. 
couche Foreign Missionary 
Japan 
1952 William Stolz St. Paul’s 
Emerson, Nebr. Emerson, Nebr 
1952 John Michaelis Emmanuel 
515 N. Main Hoisington, Ks. 
Hoisington, Ks. 
1953 Ernest Heinz Zion’s 
Sutton, Nebr Sutton, Nebr 
Z St. John’s 
(Ridgeley) 
Scribner, Nebr. 
1953 Robert Totten Resurrection 
Ames, Nebr. Ames, Nebr. — 
Amiel Schmalee St. John's 
Rogers, Nebr. Schuyler, Nebr. 
r Niobrara Lutheran 
Niobrara, Nebr. 
Good Shepherd 
Lindy, Nebr. 
Syracuse, Nebr. 
Francis Garrison St. John's“ rural 
Tobias, Nebr. Ohiowa, Nebr 


Wesley Cradduck 


Ohiowa, Nebr. 


Ohiowa, Nebr. 


Garrelt Saathoff Zion's 
Steele City, Nebr. Diller, Nebr. 
W. G. Whitford 


and 3 8 
Address : : Address Parish : 
— Norman Schroeder 1948 1920 
387 Lodgepole, Nebr. 
1941 
Paul Hansen 
29th North St. 
Georgetown 
British Guiana, S. A 
16 N. Edwin P. Bastian 1949 1906 
Johnson, Nebr. 
389 88. Martin Schroeder, Jr. 1949 1883 
120 W. 7th St. 
Grand Island, Nebr. 
08 89. Earl Heuser 1950 1875 
9%. Philip C. Biblehimer 1951 1887 
362 Bamba Cho, 
Kamigryo, Kamikyo 
Ku, Kyoto, Japan 
Daniel C. Schroeder 1952 1886 
78 
N Karl Konig 1953 1896 
Sutton, Nebr. 
Harlan A. Brei 1953 1874 
Scribner, Nebr. 
98 %. Roy Wingate || 1952 
Ames, Nebr. 
98 1894 
N. Modris Gulbis — 1896 
Niobrara, Nebr. 
1942 
Supplied 1880 
Supplied 1887 
00 
Supplied St. John’s 1890 
05 —E—a— — — 
35 
Supplied 1902 
4 Madison, Nebr. Madison, Nebr. 
Congregations not affiliated with Synod. | 
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Directory of Synod 


OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 


President—Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M., 1812 D. Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 
Phone 2-5821. 


Vice President—Rev. Richard L. Jobman, 302 S. 2nd St., Norfolk, Nebr. 
Secretary—Rev. Werner P. Welchert, S. Madison, Papillion, Nebr. 
Treasurer—Mr. Carl Grothen, 916 N. Burlington Ave., Hastings, Nebr. 


Statistician, Archivist, Necrologist—Rev. E. C. Hansen, S. T. D., 2810 
Sumner St., Lincoln, Nebr. 


Senior Ministerii—The Very Reverend Paul Bieger, Tabitha Home, Lin- 
coln, Nebr. 


Lay Members—Mr. William Horst, 204 W. 10th St., Grand Island, Nebr. 
Mr. Walter Jobman, 1415 Avenue F, Gothenburg, Nebr. 


OFFICERS OF CONFERENCES 


CENTRAL CONFERENCE 


President—Rev. Norman Schroeder, Lodgepole, Nebraska 
Secretary—Rev. Philip C. Biblehimer, Gothenburg, Nebraska 
Treasurer—Rev. J. A. Bahnsen, 506 New York Ave., Hastings, Nebr. 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
President—Rev. Henry Knaub, Bloomfield, Nebraska 
Secretary—Rev. Harlan A. Brei, Scribner, Nebraska 
Treasurer—Rev. Ed. J. Amend, Th.D., Wisner, Nebraska 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 


President—Rev. Frederick Freytag, Russell, Kansas 
Secretary—Rev. A. W. Huneke, Lanham, Nebraska 
Treasurer—Rev. H. O. Rhode, Darrouzett, Texas 


MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


_ Editor—Rev. Paul G. Moessner, A. M., Hooper, Nebraska 
Manager —Rev. W. F. Churchill, Creston, Nebraska 


Subscription Manager — Miss Tillie Krambeck, Gretna, Nebraska 
12 
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BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 
(All committees shall organize themselves each year following 
Synodical appointment. Unless otherwise provided for the first person 
listed under each committee is to act as convener.) 


INTRA-SYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


1. Ministry 
The Pastors: H. Goede (54**), F. W. Nolte, Sr. (54), A. B. J. 
Lentz (55**), R. R. Syre (55**), R. M. Sauber- 
zweig (56). 


2. Home Missions 
The Pastors: T. Althof (54), W. Rowoldt (55), H. Welchert 
(56**). 
The Messrs: Dick Glaser (54), August Brei (56**). 


3. Evangelism 
The Pastors: Paul de Freese (54*), N. Schroeder (55°), M. 
Schroeder, Jr. (56**). 
The Messrs: Ray Spath (54), Walter Luckey (55). 


4. Stewardship 
The Pastors: President of Synod, F. Ollendorf (54**), G. Van 
Boening (55), W. F. Churchill (56). 
The Messrs: Howard Peterson (54), Jake Johansen (55), Elmer 
Sasse (56). 


5. New Congregations and Constitutions 
The Pastors: G. Herber (54**), H. J. Diekhoff ¢55°*), T. Kueh- . 


ner (56**). 
The Messrs: Jacob Ziemer (54), Frederick Spethman (55). 


6. Conference Protocol 
Conference Secretaries 


7. Publicity 
The Pastors: Editor of Midwest Lutheran, V. Moeller (54). 


INTERSYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


I. Midland College 
The Pastors: R. Jobman (54**), H. Knaub (56), President of 
Synod. 
The Messrs: Martin Koolen, Jr. (55), John Hueske (56). 


2. Tabitha Home 
The Pastors: F. Henkel (54*), F. W. Nolte, Sr. (55). 
The Messrs: Dr. Samuel Moessner (56). 


3. Lutheran Student Work 
The Pastors: W. Welchert (54**), H. Goede (55°*), Paul Kueh- 
ner (56). 
Lutheran Student Foundation (two year term) 
The Messrs: R. Lebsack (55**). 
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4 Lutheran Welfare Work (one year term) 
Pastor L. J. Wolff | 
a. Family Child Welfare Service, Pastor H. Welchert 
b. Care of Aged and Health Service, Pastor K. Koenig 
c. Institutional Chaplaincy Service, Pastor E. Hansen 


5. Representative te the Midland Assembly 
Pastor H. Joens (54). 


6. Central Lutheran Seminary (four year term) 
The Pastor: Paul Moessner (56**), President of Synod. 
The Messrs: Clinton Von Seggern (55*), Louis Mai (57). 


COMMITTEES ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 


1. Parish Education 
The Pastors: A. Baughman (54), H. Joens (55%), C. Goede 
(56**). 
The Messrs: Martin Rettig (54). 


2. Secretary of Foreign Missions 
The Pastor: E. J. Amend, Th.D. (54). 


3. Secretary for Social Missions 
The Pastor: R. Shirck (56**). 


4. Secretary for Deaconess Work 
The Pastor: J. A. Bahnsen (54**). 


5. Representative to the Women’s Missionary Society 
The Pastor: A. Duis (55). 


6. Representative to Brotherhood 
The Pastor: Carl Goldenstein (56). 


7. Representatives to Luther League 
The Pastors: P. Biblehimer (54*), R. Ritzen (55**). 


(** Indicates a second term. * Indicates an incomplete term.) 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


1. Lutheran World Action 
The Pastors: F. Ollendorf, A. Huneke, S. K. de Freese. 


2. Worship and Music 
The Pastors: R. Jobman, M. Schroeder, Jr. 
Mesdames: Edna Grothen, Helen Moessner 


3. THE LUTHERAN 
The Pastor: N. Schroeder. 
| 4. Publications 
The Pastors: R. Syre, J. Marxen. 
14 


5. Nebraska Lutheran Social Service 
The Pastors: L. Wolff, P. Biblehimer. 


6. Town and Country Church 
The Pastor: F. Nolte, Jr. 
Mr. William Suhr. 


7. Pensions 
The Pastor: G. Van Boening. 
The Messrs. Dr. G. E. Ulbrick, Emil Sudman. 


8. Secial Action 
The Pastors: R. Shirck, F. Henkel, E. C. Hansen. 
The Messrs: Professor Orville Schultz, Dr. Samuel Moessner. 


9. Merger 
The Pastors: President Lorin Wolff, Hugo Welchert, Martin 
Schroeder, Sr. 


The Messrs: Herman Langholz, Howard Peterson. 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
(Appointed by the President) 
(Lay-members on Committees were announced at the Convention) 


1. CREDENTIALS 
Pastors: Victor Moeller, Earl Heuser, M. W. Peterson. 


2. REFERENCE AND COUNCIL 
Pastors: E. C. Hansen, R. L. Jobman 


3. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Pastors: C. H. Goede, R. M. Sauberzweig, Philip Biblehimer. 
Laymen: Harry Hagge, Bloomfield; Orville Heller, Pilger; A. G. 
Heyne, Hooper. 
4. PROTOCOL AND SECRETARY'S REPORT 


Pastors: A. B. Lentz, K. Konig, R. Shirck. 
Laymen: Otto Schafer, Louisville; Arthur Schulz, Yutan; George 


Steinert, Bennington. 


5. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Pastors: A. J. Duis, W. F. Lau, J. A. Bahnsen. 
Laymen: A. J. Heusser, Hastings, First St. Paul’s; Elmer Hoefer, 
Hastings, Immanuel; Charles Lundeen, Hildreth. 


6. STATISTICAL SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Pastors: W. F. V. Churchill, G. Van Boening, C. R. Goldenstein. 
Laymen: August Hake, Sr., Columbus, St. John’s; Otto W. Weber, 
Leigh; Fred Liebschwager, Columbus, Trinity. 
7. EXECUTIVE BOARD’S REPORT 
Pastors: E. J. Amend, J. N. Marxen, F. Ollendorf, T. Althof. 
Laymen: Chester Schafersmann, Fontanelle; William Barth, Grand 
Island; Martin Koolen, Lincoln, Frieden’s. 
15 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


8. RESOLUTIONS 


Pastors: S. K. de Freese, H. O. Rhode, F. Nolte Jr., R. R. Syre. 
Laymen: Elmer Sasse, Hooper; Henry Rippe, Hanover; Jurgen 
Franzen, Gothenburg. 


. LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Pastors: P. Kuehner, H. Trawney, Fr. Freytag. 
Laymen: Robert Totten, Ames; Adolph Wusk, Sterling; William 
Kerbs, Wakeeney. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE AND EXCUSES 


Pastors: H. J. Diekhoff, E. P. Bastian, H. Joens. 
Laymen: K. Friedemann, Stillwater; Fred Naber, Sr., Scribner; 


O. A. Langhorst, Wisner. 

AUDIT OF REPORT OF BUSINESS MANAGER 

OF MIDWEST LUTHERAN 

Pastors: R. Ritzen, A. Huneke. 

Laymen: George Herber, Darrouzett; Ernest Uehling, Uehling; Fred 
Wittler, Winside. 

NOMINATING LAY MEMBERS TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Pastors: Hugo Welchert, Wm. Goede. 
Laymen: Paul Stromer, Glenvil; Herman Langholz, Russell. 


TELLERS FOR ELECTIONS 


Pastors: Norman Schroeder, K. F. Hering, Louis de Freese, Fred 
Wolff, Daniel Schroeder. 


Laymen: Clarence Brei, Lanham; Bill Stolz, Emerson; Loyd Lewal- 
len, Oklahoma City; Christ Christiansen, Papillion. 


CONVENTION PUBLICITY - 
Pastors: Paul Moessner, M. G. Schroeder. 


COURTESY 
Pastors: Herman Goede, W. Rowoldt. 
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Proceedings 


OF THE 
SIXTY-FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
OF THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America met for the opening Communion Service, 
Monday evening, May 18, 1953 at eight o’clock in First St. Paul’s Luth- 
eran Church, Hastings, Nebraska, the Rev. Paul M. de Freese, Pastor. 
The Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, President of Synod, preached the sermon, using 
as his subject, “Mistaken Suppositions“, based upon Luke 2:43, 44 and 
John 20:14, 15. President Wolff and Pastor Werner P. Welchert, Sec- 
retary of Synod, who served as liturgist, were the administrants. 

The offering at the service was designated for Apportioned Benev- 
olence of the church. 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Morning, May 19, 1953 
Devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain, Pastor F. W. 
Henkel, with Pastor Walter E. Rowoldt preaching the sermon. 


President Lorin J. Wolff conducted the service for the formal open- 
ing of Synod and the business session was called to order. 


The roll of clerical delegates was called. Fifty-nine responded to 
the roll call. (cf. pp. 6-11). 


The Credentials Committee presented its report. Credentials were 
received for 45 lay delegates. Their names were read and those present 
were asked to stand to be recognized. (cf. pp. 6-11). 


The motion prevailed that the lay delegates recommended by the 
Committee be seated as official delegates. 


The Committee on Reference and Council presented its report. It 
was moved to adopt the report with suggested changes. The motion was 
seconded. 


The motion was made to amend by deferring action on the Amend- 
ment to the Constitution and the By-Law Amendment until the Fourth 
Session of Convention. It was seconded. The motion was lost. 


The original motion carried. 


Formal greetings were brought to the Convention by the Rev. Paul 
de Freese, Pastor of the host congregation. Mr. John Meyer, Jr., Vice 
Chairman of First St. Paul’s Church, spoke words of welcome. 


The Mayor of Hastings, Mr. Wendell Foote, brought words of sin- 
cere welcome in behalf of the Convention City. 
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President Wolff presented Dr. F. C. Schuldt, who responded to the 
greetings extended, by words of appreciation in behalf of Synod. 


Pastor Edward Frey, Executive Director of the Department of 
Church Architecture, was introduced to Synod, as the speaker at the 
Laymen’s Banquet. He spoke a few words of explanation regarding 
his office. 

Dr. Otto K. Jensen, representative from the United Lutheran 


Church of America and Dr. Dieckman, President of Midland College, 
were recognized. 


The first nine pews were established as the Bar of Synod. 


Mrs. Brown from the United Lutheran Publishing House in Chi- 
cago was introduced. 


The Vice-President was asked to take the Chair. 
The President of Synod presented his report, adding supplemental 
information to that printed in the Convention Bulletin. 
THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 
(Matt. 28:20) 


At the close of another Synodical Year, we are reminded of this 
promise of our Lord. Surely Christ has been with us in our work in 
His Kingdom the past year. We are humbly grateful for His presence, 


without whom we can do no good thing. If we have not at all times 


experienced the presence of our Lord, it has been because we have 
permitted other things to occupy our time, and thus crowd Christ out 
of our lives. We are living in times, when secularism, the spirit of this 
world, is constantly seeking to crowd Christ out of our lives, even out 
of our churches. “The night is far spent, the day is at hand.” Now is 
the time, when we need the constant presence of our Lord in all of our 
activity. Every one of us must “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” Of par- 
ticular concern to us is that every member of our congregations, es- 
pecially councilmen and other leaders stand by their pastor in empha- 
sizing the spiritual tasks of the Church in our day. While our church 
councils, in general, are quite faithful in their responsibility in ma- 
terial matters of the church, all too often, their primary task of assist- 
ing the pastor in spiritual matters is overlooked. Perhaps it is be- 
cause they have not been challenged to the greater tasks of Evange- 
lism and Christian teaching, to the same degree, as they have been to 
the worldly affairs of the Church. We hope that all councilmen, as 
well as other church leaders, are made aware of their spiritual respon- 
sibility in the church, through their regular monthly meetings. May 
we all be constantly reminded of Colossians 3:17, “And whatsoever ye 


do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 


to God and the Father by him.” 


Evangelism 


The total net accessions of members this year is not very great. 
Thirty-eight congregations show a gain in communing membership, 
twenty-eight show a loss and eight report the same communing mem- 
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bership as the previous year. It seems evident that some of the losses 
reported are due to a “reorganization of the roll of members.” Even 
with some of the losses accounted for, our net gain of 369 communing 
members is quite low. Our chief concern is not to report a higher num- 
ber of members, but we are much concerned with the countless num- 
ber of persons living in the shadow of our churches, who are yet un- 
touched by the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. Not all of our congre- 


gations have active Evangelism committees. Those who do have, find 


that the laymen take great joy in giving a witness through personal 
visitation evangelism. We would encourage a more intensive use of 
personal evangelism by all congregations. This is the very purpose of 
our church. We dare not neglect the opportunities which are ours. 
Every organization within the congregation ought to have as one of 
its great purposes, evangelism. The Board of Social Missions of the 
ULCA, as well as our synodical evangelism committee stands ready to 
assist congregations in making a start, or continuing a program of 
evangelism. 
Stewardship 

We are happy to report that our Synod has shown some progress 
in stewardship. Congregations of Synod contributed almost $15,000 
more for apportioned benevolence in 1952, than they did in the pre- 
vious year. We contributed 87% of our goal toward ULCA Appor- 
tionment, and were in 20th place among 34 Synods. Last year we were 
in 24th place. However thirteen congregations gave less in 1952 than 
they did in 1951. Ten congregations gave less than 24% of their appor- 
tioned goal. Nineteen congregations reached their apportioned goal. 
In Lutheran World Action giving our Synod was, again, third among 
ULCA synods, reaching 121.42% of the goal. This gratifying result was 
reached only because many congregations were willing to go beyond 
the minimum goal. Twelve congregations gave more than 150% of 
their minimum goal, while nineteen failed to reach even the minimum. 
A special word of appreciation is due the pastors and laymen for their 
genuine stewardship efforts in the past year. 


Routine Work 


The regular duties of your president included the preaching of 71 
sermons, delivering 23 addresses, attending 121 meetings of boards, 
committees and conferences, being present at 56 church council meet- 
ings, beside numerous personal conferences. 


Ordinations 


Pastors Daniel C. Schroeder and Frederick J. Wolff, May 13, 1952, 
in Lincoln, at the Synodical convention. Pastor Burnell Walter Hart- 
mann, June 8, 1952, in his home church, St. Paul's, Blue Hill. 


Transfer of Pastors 
Pastor Burnell W. Hartmann, to the New York Synod, June 9, 1952. 
Pastor Erich Peterson, to the Texas Synod, November 1, 1952 
Pastor George Housewright, to the Texas Synod, November 9, 1952 
Calls and Installations 


Pastor Frederick J. Wolff, to Immanuel, Hoisington, Kansas, effec- 
tive May 18, 1952. Installed July 13. 
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Pastor Daniel C. Schroeder, to St. Paul’s, Emerson, effective May 
18, 1952. Installed June 8 by his father Dr. Martin Schroeder. 


Pastor Louis de Freese, installed June 29, in First, Oklahoma City. 


Pastor Fred Henkel, called from status of Mission Developer, to 
Pastor of St. Mark’s Great Bend, Kansas, effective August 10. 


Pastor M. W. Peterson, called from the Platte Center-Madison par- 
ish to Trinity, Winside, effective January 15. Installed March 22. 


Pastor W. F. Lau, on leave for advanced studies, was called to St. 
Paul’s, Blue Hill, effective January 18. Installed February 22. 


Pastor K. F. Hering, called from Zion’s, Diller, to Zion’s, Platte 
Center, effective April 12. 


Pastor A. J. Duis, called from St. Peter’s, Hildreth, to Stillwater- 
Perry parish, effective May 31. 


Pastor A. C. Baughman, professor at Midland College, was called 
to Salem, Fontanelle, effective June 1. 


Pastor Wallace J. called froch Trinity, Winde to service 
with the Board of Foreign Missions ULCA, in British Guiana. Pastor 
Wolff and his family arrived on the field at British Guiana on Decem- 
ber 6th. 

Retirements 


Pastor M. A. Ritzen resigned as pastor at Fontanelle, effective No- 
vember 1, to retire from the active ministry because of ill health. He 
has served in the ULCA for the past 36 years. 


Pastor Martin Schroeder, Sr., retired from the active ministry, ef- 
fective February 28th, after having served in our Synod for the past 
36 years. At the present time he is serving as supply pastor at St. 
Paul’s, Glenvil, Nebraska. 


Other Resignations 


Pastor P. O. Anderson resigned from St. John’s, Schuyler, effec- 
tive November 16th and accepted a temporary appointment as Pastor 


of a congregation in the Augustana Church in Buffalo, Wyo. 


Pastor Fred Bloch resigned from the Stillwater-Perry parish, ef- 
fective January 1, to enter secular work, with the Wells Fund raising 
organization. According to our By-laws, Art. VI, “He may be granted 
a leave of absence for one year.” 


Pastor E. J. Moede resigned as f G - 
1 — pastor of Resurrection, Gretna, ef 


Vacant Congregations 
Immanuel, Hastings, supplied by Pastor M. A. Jensen, retired. 
St. John’s, Ohiowa (rural), supplied by seminary students. 
St. Paul’s, Glenvil, supplied by Pastor Martin Schroeder, retired. 
Zion, Sutton, supplied by seminary students. 
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Niobrara-Lindy, supplied by seminary students. 
Ridgeley-Pleasant Valley, supplied by seminary students. 
Schuyler-Ames, supplied by a seminary student. 

Zion, Diller, supplied by neighboring pastors. 

Gretna, 


Hildreth, 


Immanuel, Madison, is being supplied, for the time being, by Pastor 
Jobman from Norfolk. 


Anniversaries of Congregations 
Trinity, Russell, Fr. Freytag, Pastor, — 75th Anniversary, services 
held on June 8, 1952. 


St. Paul’s, Northboro, Fred Ollendorf, Pastor, — 50th Anniversary, 
services held August 31, 1952. 


St. John’s, Norfolk, R. L. Jobman, Pastor, — 50th Anniversary, 
services held September 14, 1952. 


Trinity, Columbus, C. R. Goldenstein, Pastor, — 25th Anniversary, 
services held March 8, 1953. 


Christ, Pierce, George Herber, Pastor, — 50th Anniversary, serv- 
ices held, March 15th, 1953. 


Reception of Congregations 
The following congregations, officially received into Synod at our 
last convention, were received by a formal service during the year: 
St. Paul’s, Glenvil, May 25, 1952; 
Resurrection, Ames, June 1, 1952; 
St. Mark’s, Great Bend, August 10, 1952; 
St. John’s, Scribner, October 5, 1952. 


In Memoriam 


Mrs. Louise Spiekermann, widow of the late Pastor 
Spiekermann, died June 29, 1952, in Fairfax, Mo. Funeral services 

Pastor L. Hopp died in Long Beach, Calif., on August 14, 1952, at 
the age of 82 years. He served as pastor in our Synod from his ordina- 
tion in 1905 until his retirement in 1937. 


Pastor Franz Podszus died in Hutchinson, Kansas, on March 
1953, at the age of 61 years. Funeral services were held in Zion Lu- 
tm — 28. Participating in the 
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were your president, Pastors T. Althof and Heinz Ritzen. He had 
served congregations in our Synod from 1913 until he was compelled 
to retire in 1941 because of ill health. 


Pastor John Goemmel died in Sutton, Nebraska, on November 9, 
1952, at the age of 71 years. Funeral services were conducted in Zion 
Lutheran Church, Sutton, on November 12, by your president and Pas- 


tor J. A. Bahnsen. He had served as pastor in our synod from 1906 un- 
til his retirement, January 1, 1952. 


Mrs. K. Vordemann, wife of Pastor Vordemann, died on January 
27, 1953, in Lincoln, Nebraska, at the age of 64 years. Funeral serv- 
ices were held on January 30 in Tabitha home by your president and 
Superintendent Alfred Young. 


We convey our deep sympathy to the bereaved and commend them 
to the love and care of our Heavenly Father. 


New Parsonages 


Zion Lutheran, Hooper, Nebraska, Paul H. G. Moessner, Pastor, 
dedicated their new parsonage on June 22, 1952. Cost $21,500. 


Resurrection, Ames, Nebraska, Roy Wingate, student supply, dedi- 
cated their new parsonage on June 15, 1952. Cost $3,400. 


St. John’s, Lanham, Arthur Huneke, Pastor, dedicated their new 
parsonage on October 26, 1952. Cost $16,535. 


First St. Paul’s, Hastings, Paul de Freese, Pastor, dedicated their 
new parsonage on January 25, 1953. Cost about $38,000. 


St. Paul’s, Blue Hill, W. F. Lau, Pastor, dedicated their new par- 
sonage on February 22, 1953. Cost, $22,000. 


St. Mark's, Great Bend, Fred Henkel, Pastor, dedicated their new 
parsonage on April 19, less than a year after organization of the con- 
gregation. Cost, $16,800. 


New Parish Education Houses 


Zion Lutheran, Hanover, Kansas, Earl Heuser, Pastor added an en- 
tirely new wing to their present parish house at a cost of about $10,000. 
Dedication services were held on January 16, 1953. 


Zion Lutheran, Gothenburg, Philip ‘Biblehimer, Pastor constructed 
a new parish house, built of concrete block, at a cost of $10,000. Ded- 
ication services were held on February 15, 1953. 


/ 


Church Building 


Messiah Lutheran, Grand Island, M. G. Schroeder, Pastor enlarged 
their church building to more than twice its size. The corner stone for 
the rebuilt church was laid on September 21, 1952. On February 15, 
1953, re-dedication services were held for their beautiful enlarged 
church edifice. Cost of the building was about $80,000. 
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Ground Breaking Services 


st Mark’s mission at Great Bend, Kansas, Fred Henkel Pastor, 


Christ Lutheran, Wisner, Nebraska, E. J. Amend, Pastor, held 
ground breaking services for their new church on March 15, 1953. 


Other Improvements 
AUBURN, St. John’s: New Oil heating plant, cost $1300. 
BLOOMFIELD, St. Mark’s: Painted church, redecorated basement, 
cost $500. 


COLUMBUS, St. John’s: New pews in S. S. wing, neon cross on 
church, new paraments. 


DARROUZETT, St. Paul’s: New gas central heating plant, cost $1200 


ELLIS, Christ: New furnaces in church and parsonage, cost, $2605. 


EMERSON, St. Paul’s: Remodeling of parsonage kitchen and bath- 
room, cost over $2000. 


FALLS CITY, St. Peter’s: Landscaping, painting of church, cost, 
FONTANELLE, Salem, Complete renovation of parsonage, cost over 


HASTINGS, South St. Paul’s: New baptismal font and new floor 
coverings, both gifts to the congregation. 

HASTINGS, Immanuel: Hammond electric organ, renovation of 
church interior, cost $2224. 

HOISINGTON, EMMANUEL: Stove and hot water tank in church, 
cost, $200. 

HOME, Frieden’s: Remodeling bath room and kitchen in parson- 
age $800. 


HOOPER, St. Paul’s: Redecorated church basement, cost $3000. Re- 
modeled parsonage, cost $1000. 


JOHNSON, St. Matthew's: Converted furnace room into Sunday 
school rooms, cost $600. 


LINCOLN, Frieden’s: New church furnace, cost $2,000. 
LINCOLN, United: New equipment, cost $750. 


LINCOLN, Zion: Redecorated church basement and kitchen and 
bath in parsonage, cost $1600. 


LINN, St. Paul's: Painted and repaired church and parsonage, cost 


LOUISVILLE, Christ: Enlarged church kitchen, and added an an- 
nex for Sunday school and meeting room, cost $6,700. 


— 

$3000. 
$500. 
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NORFOLK, St. John's: Redecorated church, new floors, new pews, 
cost, $4000. New Allen organ, cost $3400. 


NORTHBORO, St. Paul’s: New plumbing in basement, refinished 
and painted church interior, cost $1052. 


OTOE, St. John’s: New furnace in parsonage, new steps to church, 
cost $700. 


PAPILLION, Trinity: Remodeled parsonage, cost $1650. 


PILGER, St. Peter’s: Art glass windows, new paraments, redecora- 
tion of basement, cost $1200. 


PENDER, St. Mark’s: Final payment on indebtedness. $10,000 paid 
this year to retire $25,000 debt. Choir pews, clergy stalls, baptismal 
font, paraments and altar furnishings, cost $1600. 


PLATTE CENTER, Zion: Redecorated church and parsonage, chan- 
cel and altar furnishings, cost $2400. 


RUSSELL, Trinity: Kitchen in church basement, cost $750. 


SCRIBNER, St. John’s: New pews, sidewalks, driveway, cost over 
$3500. 


STERLING, St. John’s: New church steps, parsonage kitchen im- 
provements, cost $600. 


STANTON, St. Luke’s: Interior of church redecorated, cost, $500. 
WESTBORO, St. John’s: Sidewalks, refinishing inside of church, 


Cost, $1000. 


WINSIDE, Trinity: Enlarged church and basement by 12 feet, chan- 
cel furnishings, cost, $9050. 


WISNER, Christ: Parsonage completely redecorated, cost, $1200. 


Request of Congregation to Transfer 


For a number of years, Trinity congregation in Tea, So. Dak., has 
had a desire to transfer to another Lutheran group, for the sake of 
closer fellowship. This is the only congregation of our Synod in South 
Dakota, and they are rather isolated by distance from other ULCA 
congregations. A number of years ago, probably in 1945, I was informed 
that the congregation voted on joining either the District of the ELC or 
the ALC. Because of divided opinion no action was taken at that time. 
Last fall I was informed that the congregation wanted to consider this 
matter again at their annual meeting. Upon their invitation I met with 
the Council at Tea. As the result of this meeting, the congregation 
voted to authorize the Council to investigate the possibility of being 
transferred from the Midwest Synod to the Dakota District of the ALC. 
Contacts have been made, by my office, with the President of the Da- 
kota District. However, before further steps are taken, the congre- 
gation at Tea is anxious to know if our Synod would be willing to 
transfer them to the Dakota District of the ALC, if and when they 
are ready to request a transfer. 


My RECOMMENDATION is: That Synod express its willingness 
to transfer the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Congregation in Tea, 
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South Dakota, to the Dakota District of the ALC, if and when the congre- 
gregation is ready to request such a transfer, and that Synod authorize 
the president to assist the Tea congregation in the preparation for an or- 
derly transfer, if requested to do so. 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE MINISTRY 


At the ULCA Convention of 1952, the Church adopted a report of a 
special Commission on the Doctrine of the Ministry, and referred the 
report to the Conference on Synodical Presidents, for further recom- 
mendations to the Executive Board of the Church. A copy of the ac- 
tion of the Conierence on Synodical Presidents and the Executive 
Board will be distributed to the ministers at this convention. 


MY RECOMMENDATION IS: That we request the Conferences of 
Synod to study this report at their next Conference meetings. 


ASSETS OF ST. JOHN’S, FALLS CITY 


In January, 1950, the St. John’s church near Falls City voted to dis- 
solve. In that same year the church building and furnishings. were 
sold at public auction for an amount somewhat over $700. Since that 
time the money was held by the treasurer awaiting the disposition of 
the cemetery. This year, the cemetery was turned over to a cemetery 
association, with the funds credited to the cemetery. The remainder of 
the money was divided equally between Tabitha Home and Midland 
College, each institution receiving $366. Although St. John’s was listed 
in our minutes for years, as an “independent congregation”, we are 
happy to report that these matters are finally settled, and that the 
Church institutions received the money from the sale of the property. 


“LINGUISTIC POLICY OF THE ULCA” / 


The ULCA adopted the following resolution, at its 1952 convention, 
regarding “linguistic Synods”, in place of the proposed policy of the 
Executive Board of the Church: 


“(1) Upon application from the linguistic synod, the United Lutheran 
Church will apply to the proper regional home mission committee of the 
National Lutheran Council for permission to occupy the indicated field. 


“(2) If the regional home mission committee assigns the field to the 
United Lutheran Church, the Board of American Missions will refer the 
field to the linguistic synod if the proposed new mission is to share its 
bilingual character. 


“(3) If after assignment of a field to the U.L.C.A. by the regional home 
mission committee, a linguistic synod wishes to establish a mission con- 
gregation using the English language primarily, it shall indicate its de- 
sire to the Board of American Missions and shall work out an under- 
standing through the officers of the U.L.C.A. with the other synod on 
whose territory the site of the proposed new mission is to be located.“ 


In Appreciation 


We wish to express our deep appreciation to the pastors and 
congregations for their faithful work in Christ’s Kingdom, and 
cooperation with the work of Synod. The increasing number of 


men of Synod willing to give of their time and talents for Synodical 
matters is most gratifying. We are also sincerely grateful to the mem- 
bers of the various boards and committees, especially the members of 
the Executive Board, for their cooperation with this office. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorin John Wolff 


The Secretary presented his report. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 


During the past Synodical year, your Secretary attended all of 
the meetings of = Executive Board, and the usual secretarial work 
for the Synod and the Executive Board was done. 


Thirteen hundred and twenty-five copies of the 1952 minutes of 
Synod and two hundred convention bulletins were printed by the En- 
terprise Publishing Company in Blair, Nebraska. The total cost for 
printing the Bulletin and Proceedings, including postage, supplies, and 
labor in mailing, was $991.25. 


Your Secretary was again instructed to obtain competitive bids on 
the printing of the Pre-Convention Bulletin and the Synodical Minutes 
for the year 1953. Bids of four different companies were received, 
varying from ($775.00 to $1,907.00. These bids do not include the cost 


of mailing. 


The printing was awarded to the Lutheran Publishing House of 
Blair, Nebraska, this year, having submitted the lowest bid. 


Your Secretary, because of his office, was delegate and attended 
the U.L.C.A. Convention in Seattle, Washington. 


Your attention is drawn to the proposed amendment to our Con- 
stitution to be finally acted upon at the 1953 Convention and also the 
proposed By-law amendment which are printed immediately following 
this report. 

Your Secretary herewith formally presents to the Secretary of 
Records in the Archive, a printed copy of the minutes of Synod for 
1952, which, after examination and correction by the Committee on 
Protocol, and approval by Synod, shall be the official minutes of Synod 


for 1952. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Werner P. Welchert, Secretary 


The proposed Amendment to the Constitution was presented for 
adoption. 


Amendment to Article XIII, Section 2, par. 3, of the Constitution of 
‘the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest. 


Proposed 'in writing, with 45 signatures, to the 
1952 Convention of Synod: 


that Article XIII, Section 2, Paragraph 3, which now reads: 


amended Ay © Swo-thinds vote of the members present et a regu- 
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lar annual meeting, provided that such proposed amendment be 
moved and presented in writing by no less than one-third vote 


of the members present at a previous regular annual meeting.” 
be amended to read: 


“Other articles of the Constitution of this Synod may be 
amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a regu- 
lar annual meeting, provided that such proposed amendment be 
moved and presented in writing by no less than twelve of the 
members present at a previous regular annual meeting.” 


Memorandum on Review of Proposed Amendment to 
Constitutions of Synods 


The United Lutheran Church in America 


“The proposed amendment to Article XIII, Section 2, Paragraph 3, 
of the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest, 
relating to the method of amending the Constitution of the Midwest 
Synod has been considered under category “b” of the Method of Re- 
view (1950 ULCA Minutes, pp. 179-180) and is hereby granted full 
clearance for adoption at the 1953 convention of the Synod in the Mid- 


west. 
Henry H. Bagger, Chairman 
Executive Board Committee on 
Constituent Synods. 


The motion to adopt the Amendment to the Constitution was car- 
ried by the required two-thirds vote. 
The proposed By-Law Amendment was presented. 


Proposed By-Law Amendment 


The following petition, requesting a change in the by-laws was 
presented at the 1952 Convention of Synod: 


It is proposed to amend the By-Laws of Synod, Article XII, 
Paragraph 1, by deleting the words, “and the manager”; and Ar- 
ticle XII, Paragraph 2, by deleting the words, “and a business 
manager, and substituting the word “he” for the word, “they,” 
and by adding this sentence, “Other staff members may be elect- 
ed by Synod as the need arises.” So that Article XII, Paragraph 


2, shall read: 


“An editor shall be elected for the term of one year. He shall 
be eligible to re-election to an indefinite number of terms. Other 


staff members, may be elected by Synod as the need arises.” 


(Signed) 
P. O. Anderson A. Lentz 
E. C. Hansen F. W. Nolte 
K. E. Friedemann Fred Ollendorf 
Wm. H. Goede F. Freytag 
R. M. Sauberzweig W. Churchill 
A. C. Baughman P. C. Kuehner 
John Weers Karl Burmeister 
Adolf Stover L. J. Wolff 
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The Treasurer of Synod presented his report. He distributed ad- 
ditional mimeographed information. 


THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
January 11, 1952, to January 10, 1953 


Receipts: Disbursements: 
Cash on hand ........ $ 6,795.11 United Luth. Church 
Benevolence ......... 151,358.86 - Funds $ 83,388.92 
Personal Contributions 153.00 Midwest Synod Funds 70,287.03 
Miscellaneous 2,046.07 Balance, Jan. 10, 1953 6,677.09 
$160,353.04 $160,353.04 


Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 


Disburse- 
Receipts ments Balance 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH FUNDS: 


$55,740.00 $55,740.00 $ 
Specials: 
American Missions 373.87 373.87 
ů 3,415.19 3,355.19 60.00 
Pensions and Relief ...... eee 117.00 117.00 
Children of the Church 13.00 13.00 
American Bible Society .......... 35.00 35.00 
Lutheran World Action ........... 20,977.45 20,977.45 
Lutheran World Relief ............ 271.00 271.00 
2,496.41 2,496.41 
Board of Deaconess ............... 10.00 10.00 
Totals $83,448.92 $83,388.92 $ 60.00 


Keo $ 934.89 

.. 1,500.00 $ 2,434.89 $ 2,434.89 6 
Midland College 

562.99 

17,440.00 18,002.99 18,002.99 
Central Seminary 

5,768.11 

4,150.00 9,918.11 9,918.11 
Lutheran Student Work 

. 550.00 550.00 550.00 
Beneficiary Education 

310.00 

950.00 1,260.00 1,260.00 


| 
MIDWEST SYNOD FUNDS: 
Synodical Home Missions 
28 


545.59 
138.73 
4,709.14 


500.00 
463.15 
6,100.00 


1,147.88 
600.00 


7,170.10 


11.58 
20.00 
180.00 


659.75 


109.36 


48.90 
198.25 


5,494.48 


2,626.84 


1,216.15 


1,125.00 


247.15 
(72.85) 


5,494.48 


5,056.97 


—— — 


Tabitha Home 
Memorials .............. 1,072.00 
Budget 1.32.00 
Synodical Relief 
Balance on hand ........ 357.25 
100.00 512.28 150.00 
Transferred to Retired 
Pastors and Widows Fd. (72.85) 289.40 
Welfare 
876.84 
Budget 1,750.00 2628.84 
Synodical Paper 4 
416.15 
800.00 1,216.15 
Synodical Stewardship j 
Balance on hand ........ 425.00 
Synodical Administration 4 
Balance on hand ........ . 
Oe 5,393.46 336.49 
Office of President f 
Balance on hand ........ Hi 
7,063.15 6,564.08 499.07 8 
Synod Home ; 
Balance on hand ........ ; 
Women’s Missionary Society { 
7,270.10 
Parish Education 
Balance on hand ........ 
4 
211.58 125.49 86.09 
Midwest Brotherhood { 
— 659.75 659.75 
Luther League ; 
Retired Pastors and Widows 7 
Fund 
Balance on hand ....... 
Transferred from Synod- 
ical Relief Fund .... 320.00 
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1,326.40 876.40 450.00 


Balance on hand ........ 3,218.91 


975.00 4,193.91 4,193.91 
Lutheran Student Center 
2,807.67 2,807.67 2,807.67 
The Lutheran 
Balance on hand ........ 50.00 
2,768.00 2,818.00 2,818.00 
Bertha Koenig Fund 
Balance on hand ........ 15.00 15.00 15.00 
$76,904.12 $70,287.03 $ 6,677.09 
SUMMARY: ‘ 
Receipts: 
For United Lutheran Church Funds..... $83,448.92 
For Midwest Synod Funds 76,904.12 
31860, 353.04 
Disbursements: 
To United Lutheran Church Funds $83,388.92 
To Midwest Synod Funds .............. 70,287.03 
Balance on hand, January 10, 1953 ........ 6,677.09 
————. $160,353.04 
I certify the above to be true and correct to the best of my knowl- 
edge and belief. 
Carl Grothen, Treasurer. 
Summary of the Office of Full Time President 
Receipts: 
Balance on hand, Jan. 10, 1952 ............. $ 500.00 
463.15 
Budget: 
$5000.00 
230.00 
Family Protection Plan ........ 36.00 
834.00 
—— 6100.00 
— —— $7063.15 
Disbursements 
230.00 
Family Protection 36.00 
1298.08 
Total Disbursements ............... —— 6564.08 


Balance on hand, January 10, 1953 ...... —— $ 499.07 


Miscellaneous 
Balance on hand ........ 450.00 
876.40 
Emergency Revolving Fund 
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Summary of the Synodical Administration Fund 


Receipts: 

Balance on hand, January 10, 1952 ............. $ 545.59 
138.73 
4709.14 

Disbursements: 
62.75 
Treasurer s clerical hes 198.00 
Treasurer's supplies, postage and phone calls 117.66 
28.50 
100.00 
102.03 
975.00 
Committee on Adjudi cation 95.90 
be 13.54 
146.11 
Delegates to ULCA convention 1080.00 
Merger Committee 291.44 
158.81 
Total Disbursements: s 5056.97 
Balance on hand, January 10, 1953 ............. $ 336.49 


Midwest Synod Treasurer’s Report of Benevolence Receipts 


by Congregations 
January 11, 1952, to January 10, 1953 
L.W.A. & All Apportion- Grand 
Place CHEY L.W.R. Specials ment Total 
Sy ee $ 194.28 $ 437.58 $ 1,420.26 $ 1,857.84 
Bennington 157.50 183.00 649.70 1,350.00 1,999.70 
Bloomfield ...... 824.00 2,229.75 4,000.00 6,229.75 
a 1.00 73.72 195.82 433.08 628.90 
D..... 253.00 505.56 474.27 979.83 
Chappell ........ 52.00 112.00 111.00 223.00 
Columbus (t) .... 6.00 650.00 2,008.16 4,052.00 6,060.16 
Columbus (r) .... 525.00 1,178.00 2,166.00 3,344.00 
Creston .......... 244.00 217.00 863.59 1,427.00 2,290.59 
Tex. . 182.00 329.33 770.00 1,099.33 
a 109.47 275.00 533.93 1,203.00 1,736.93 
e 1,501.00 1,513.00 285.00 1,798.00 
Ellis, Kan. ....... 56.00 350.00 1,882.00 2,410.00 4,292.00 
Emerson ........ 500.00 1,082.50 1,386.00 2,468.50 
Falls City, 

St. Peter’s 135.00 227.00 570.00 797.00 
Fontanelle ...... 254.25 1,094.89 1,670.50 2,765.39 
157.32 653.92 800.00 1,453.92 
Gothenburg ..... 6.00 111.00 928.63 1,319.00 2,247.63 
Grand Island . 636.00 1,913.55 3,398.00 5,311.55 
Great Bend, Kan.. 65.00 65.00 
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First St. Paul’s 
So. St. Paul’s. 


Ohiowa (t) ...... 
Ohiowa (r) 
Oklahoma City ... 


ger 
Platte Center 
Pleasant Valley .. 
Russell, Kan. (t).. 
Russell, Kan. (r) . 


91.09 


145.10 


15.00 


315.00 


Gretna .........-. 800.50 131.25 1,161.00 534.00 1,695.00 
Hanover, Kan. ... 516.00 748.00 1,093.00 1,841.00 
Silver Cliff, Kan.. 66.00 130.80 126.00 256.80 
| Hastings, 
| 383 340.00 390.00 1,95411 6,204.80 8,158.91 
| 50.00 300.00 160.00 460.00 
Hastings, 
i Immanuel 100.00 392.00 820.00 1,212.00 
4 Hildreth ......... 445.50 1,127.85 2,186.97 3,314.82 
Hoisington, Kan. . 22382 71 583.80 1,005.00 1,588.80 
Home, Kan. ...... 184.00 184.00 
a Hooper ((t) 335.00 757.30 2,437.00 3,194.30 
4 Hooper (r) ...... 439.82 2,127.56 2,970.00 5,097.56 
30.00 103.00 156.57 907.00 1,063.57 
; Lanham ........ 196.00 545.18 1,150.00 1,695.18 
1 . 90.00 199.00 610.71 642.00 1,252.71 
7 Lincoln, Friedens 229.00 945.80 3,165.13 | 4110.93 
9 Lincoln, Havelock. 360.00 613.90 1,032.00 1,645.90 
Lincoln, Zion .... 197.82 2867.82 1,031.95 1,299.77 
» Linn, Kan. ...... 152.00 450.90 333.00 783.90 
4 Lipscomb, Tex. ... 224.00 469.46 1,071.00 1,540.45 
Lodgepole ....... 88.00 134.00 610.00 744.00 
Louisville 165.00 500.79 1,164.00 1,664.79 
2 Madison ........ 210.77 308.23 154.00 462.23 
Niobrara ........ Se 80.00 333.57 394.65 728.22 
Norfolk .......... ö 328.00 466.75 2,001.95 2,468.70 
Northboro, Ia. .... 238.00 339.91 749.00 1,088.91 
202.00 449.42 2243.24 692.66 
68.00 213.00 170.00 383.00 
307.34 1,490.25 3,599.17 5,089.42 
230.00 230.00 411.00 641.00 
Papillion 424.00 1,025.00 2,066.00 3.091. 00 
Pender (t) 714.46 1,622.47 2,750.53 4.373. 00 
Pender (r) ...... 25.00 3286.42 1,581.71 273.00 1,854.71 
Perry, Okla. ..... 150.00 259.00 384.00 1,143.00 
205.00 291.00 1,106.53 1,397.53 
360.03 920.10 1,132.04 2,052.14 
178.00 276.57 628.37 904.94 
25.00 25.00 
1,778.00 4,528.00 5,750.00 10,278.00 
385.60 415.00 672.40 1.287. 40 
Schuyler ........ 91.73 91.73 350.95 442.68 
Scribner ........ 190.00 577.40 1,560.00 2,137.40 
Ridgeley ........ 232.50 403.30 1,247.50 1,650.80 
r 62.00 117.833 169.66 287.19 
Sterling 140.50 573.62 71203 1,285.65 
Stillwater, Okla... 63.50 161.43 989.38 34.43 1,843.81 
e 82.50 192.70 364.50 557.20 
Syracuse es 60.00 83.05 177.86 260.91 
Tea, S. Dak. ..... 125 12650 188.25 242.37 430.62 
Uehling ........ 117.00 20450 436.00 640.50 
Wakeeney, Kan. a 230.00 622.00 1,100.00 1,722.00 
Wee 529.00 1,062.40 1,685.00 2,747.40 
Westboro, Mo. ... 385.00 631.00 2960.00 3,591.00 
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Winside ........ 119.00 269.43 600.00 869.43 


195.00 592.00 1,500.00 2092.00 
571.00 1,060.00 1,328.00 2.80.00 
Total Benevolence. $ 2,496.41 $21,186.45 $54,814.72 $96,544.14 $151,358.86 
Private Contrib. . 37.00 103.00 50.00 153.00 
Organizations and 

Others 2,046.07 2,046.07 


GRAND TOTALS . $2,496.41 $21,223.45 $56,963.79 $96,594.14 $153,557.93 
Carl Grothen, Treasurer 


I have examined the Treasurer’s records of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synod in the Midwest for the period ended January 14, 1953; 
have examined or tested accounting records and other supporting evi- 
dence, by methods and to the extent I deemed appropriate. The ex- 
amination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards and includes all procedures which were considered necessary 


in the circumstances. 


In my opinion, the accompanying statement of receipts, disburse- 
ments, and financial statements present fairly the position of the Evan- 


REPORT OF STATISTICIAN, ARCHIVIST AND NECROLOGIST 


tional reports missing. They were either late for inclusion in the gen- 
eral report, or they were not sent in at all. Although the statistical re- 
blanks were sent out a little later than usual, caused 


L 


reports come to me as late as March 15th. Among all reports received 
only 13 were correct in every detail. A Parish register and a pastor's 
file would help immensely in preparing the annual congregational sta- 
tistics. If everything is in order, one half hour should be enough to 
finish the chore of filing your return. 

In 1952 reports will show an increase in baptized members of 
This figure could have been over 1000 except for the 
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Certificate 
| 
| 
gelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest at January 14, 1953; and the re- . 
sult of its operation for the period, in conformity with generally ac- 
cepted accounting principles. 

Edwin A. Scott, Public Accountant | 

The Report of the Statistician, Archivist and Necrologist was pre- i 
sented. 
(For the Year 1952) 
The statistical report for the year 1952 will show seven congrega- 
rival of the blanks from the headquarters office, there was ample 
time for all reports to be in by January Zist, 1953. Only six reports F 
came to my office by January 3ist. It is difficult for me to compile 76 
individual reports and meet my deadline by the end of March, when 
congregation brought its membership up to date, | 80 1 
showed a decrease of 304. With 76 congregations on our roll, this ac- | 
cession of 724 would be less than 10 new additions per congregation 1 
tor an entire year. Of the 724 accessions for 1953, seven congregations | 
report a total of 542 new baptized members. This leaves for the other 3 
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69 congregations only 182 new accessions for the year, +7 205 Gen on 
average of three per congregation. 


The Midwest synod still carries eight non-synodical congregations 
on its roll. The English language is used by 59 congregations, and only 
17 use English and German. However several of these 17 congregations 
use the German language only a few times a year. 


Items 1947 1952 5 yr. increase 
Z 22.619 25,474 2.855 
Confirmed ..... .. 15,870 17,946 2,076 
TS 12,997 14,168 1.171 
Members of Men's Societies 422 968 546 
Members of Women’s Societies .. 2,807 3,437 630 
In Sunday School .............. 5,930 7,275 1,345 
R 941 1,272 331 
Property value $1,549,084. $2,872,536. $1,323,452. 

381,236. 618,903. 237,677. 
46,672. 
eee 40,005. 96,545. 56,540. 
62,246. 54,843 (Decr) 7412. 
Total Benevolence .............. 102.251. 151,379. 43.928. 


Total Cong. Expenses ........... 483,487. 770,282. 286,795. 
Out of 76 congregations only 18 paid their full apportionment. 
Entered in the Archive 

Official copy of the minutes of the Midwest synod of 1952. 


Pamphlet of the dedication services of the new parsonage at Blue Hill. 


50th Anniversary booklet of St. John’s Lutheran Church, North-East of 
Scribner, Nebraska. 


50th Anniversary booklet of St. John’s Lutheran Church at Norfolk, 
Nebraska. 


Dedication booklet of Central Seminary, at Fremont, Nebraska. 


Rededication booklet of Messiah Lutheran Church of Grand Island, 
Nebraska. 


Small booklet of “Synodal-Beschluesse, gesammelt aus den Synodal- 
Even. Lath. ven Nebr. 
von * 


Several cartons of official papers. 
Several cuts and pictures, and other materials. 
History of the Midwest Synod (150 copies). 


Necrologist 
eee the archive: those of 


Mrs. Josephine Schimmelpfenning; Adolph Restau, and Mrs. Emma 


| | A Five Year Comparison 
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— 
34 


The following members of our synod were called from this life 


during the last synodical year: Pastor L. Hopp, Pastor J. Goemmel, 
Mrs. Louise Spieckermann, Mrs. Minnie Vordemann, and Pastor F. 


E. C. Hansen. 
The Report of the Executive Board was presented with certain 


changes from the printed report noted. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
The Executive Board of Synod held five meetings during the Syn- 


odical year: 


1. 


May 12, 1952, during the Convention at Lincoln, Nebraska; 
May 26, 1952, at Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebraska; 

June 23, 1952, at the President's home, Lincoln, Nebraska: 
September 8, 1952, at Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebraska; and, 
February 4-5, 1953, First St. Paul’s Church, Hastings, Nebraska. 


ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND APPROVAL 
The following appointments were made: 
Committees of the Executive Board: 


Finance: Messrs. Carl Grothen, William Horst, and Pastor Richard 
Jobman 


: Messrs. Walter Jobman, William Horst, Edwin Scott, 
and Pastor P. O. Anderson. 


Personnel: President L. J. Wolff, and Pastors E. C. Hansen, and 
W. P. Welchert. 


Additional members to the following committees: 
Evangelism: Messrs. Ray Spath, Walter Luckey 
New Congregations and Constitutions: Messrs. Jacob Ziemer, Fred- 
erick Spethman 


Pensions: Dr. G. E. Ulbrick, Mr. Emil Sudman 


Committee on Merger of Synods: President Lorin J. Wolff, Pastors 
Hugo Welchert, Martin Schroeder, Sr., D.D., and Messrs. 
Herman Langholz, and Howard Peterson. 


Ad interim appointments to Boards and Standing Committees: 
Pastor H. Joens to the Parish Education Committee to re- 
place Pastor G. Housewright 
Mr. R. Lebsack, 2nd term, to The Lutheran Student Founda- 
tion at Lincoln. 

| 35 


Podszus. 
} 
| 
: 
| 
q 
| 


Evangelism: Paul de Freese (54*), to replace Erich Petersen; 
Norman Schroeder (55*) to replace F. Bloch. 


Representative to the Brotherhood: Carl Goldenstein (53*) to 
replace W. Wolff. 


Tabitha Home: Fred Henkel (54*) to replace F. Bloch. 
Lutheran World Action: S. K. de Freese to replace W. Wolff. 


Committee for Lutheran Laymen's Banquet at Synod: 
Messrs. Carl Grothen, Walter Jobman, Pastor Paul de Freese 


2. Article II. Section 2, of the By-Laws regarding the appointment of 
a Committee on Oklahoma Holdings was referred to the Special Com- 
mittee on Constitution and By-Laws for study and recommendation. 


3. Recommendation No. 4 of our Lutheran World Action Directors 
(page 72, 1952 Convention Bulletin) was adopted, which reads as fol- 
lows: | 


“4. That since Lutheran World Relief is no longer associated with 
CROP, Synod trges all pastors to encourage their congregations 
and parishioners to give directly to Lutheran World Action — 
they would have otherwise given to CROP.” 


4. The Pastoral Advisors for the Luther League of Synod were re- 
quested to add to the protest voiced by Synod on a specific “Luther 
Life” topic (See page 119 of 1952 Synodical Proceedings), a paragraph 
Or paragraphs of a positive or complimentary nature regarding topics 
they favor, and send originals of their findings, together with the reso- 
lution passed by Synod, to the President and Secretary of the U.L. C. A:; 


8. The possibility of purchasing another house and property for Synod 
in place of the present property owned by Synod was carefully studied 


tf 

| 

— — 

The Executive Director of the Luther League of America, Pastor Con- 
rad; and copies to all Luther League Committees of the Constituent 
Synods of the U.L.C.A. 
5. The Board of Central Seminary was granted their request to ask 
all congregations in Synod for a special offering at the time of the 
dedication of the new building. 
6. The per diem for delegates to the U.L.C.A. Convention at Seattle, 
Washington, was set at $7.50 for a period of 12 days to be sént to the 
delegates at least one week before convention time. 
7. The matter of purchasing a camera for Synod was referred to the 
“Midwest Lutheran” staff, requesting that they present a written re- 
port to the Executive Board. 
Property Committee was directed to proceed with their proposed re- 
pairs and improvements on the present Synod house. 
9. The deed to a cemetery at Washington, Kansas, was returned to the 

Synodical Treasurer to be placed on file. 
10. The Treasurer of the Synodical Brotherhood 
the Blanket Bond of Synod. Pe wie 
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for action 


The following formulation of the appeal to the Commission was ap- 


OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The Synod in the Midwest of the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica in convention assembled at Lincoln, Nebraska, May 12-15, 1952, pe- 
titions the Commission of Adjudication of the United Lutheran Church 
in America to adjudicate on the following questions: 


the ULCA (1950 Minutes, page 188, bottom, (a), page 189, top, (b), in 
regard to new missions of Linguistic Synods contravene the Constitution 
aba ULCA in that it authorizes different powers for different syn- 

? 


2. “Does the Procedure of the Executive Board of the ULCA (Min- 
utes 1950, page 188, (1), (2), (4), and page 189, (3), in regard to new 
missions of c Synods, make distinctions between Linguistic 
neds and those not so designated, which imply an unequal status of 

the Linguistic Synods with those not so designated”? 


3. “Is the ruling of the Executive Board of the ULCA (1950 Minutes, 
page 188, bottom, (a), page 189, top, (b), and page 188, (1), (2), (4), and 
page 189, (3), in regard to new Missions of Linguistic Synods, har- 
mony with paragraph 7 (page 92, Minutes ULCA 1920) of the 
tic Policy of the United Lutheran Church in America”? 


4. “Is the Linguistic Policy as stated by the declaration of the Ne- 
cutive Board of the ULCA (1950 Minutes pages 168, bottom, (a), and 
page 189, top, (b), and page 188, (1), (2), (4), and page 189, (3), in re- 
gard to new missions of Linguistic Synods, consistent with Article VIII, 
in Amer- 

"9 


The Commission of Adjudication was not able to hear this appeal 
before the Seattle Convention, due to the time required for the filing of 
briefs. Since the Convention of the Church took action on the propos- 
als of the Executive Board, (See report of The President) our appeal to 
the Commission is no longer valid. 


14 The Secretary instructed to printing 
vention Bufletin snd Synodical Proceedings for 1989. the Cone 
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II. The Special Committee on Constitution and By-Laws was m- | 

structed to pogtpone further work on their studies in view of possible 

merger developments. The Executive Board expressed appreciation 

to the Committee for the faithful work they had done. 

12, Mr. J. Bartels at Midland College was granted an allowance for 

postage, etc., involved in aiding in the various publicity tasks of Synod. 

13. Approval was given to the rewording, etc, of the Appeal to the 

Commission of Adjudication,-U.L.C.A., as finally presented 

by the Committee appointed for this purpose. 

14 
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15. President Wolff was authorized to send letters to Pastors remind - 
ing them of the Retired Pastor’s and Widow’s Christmas Fund. 


16. Authorization was given to the President and Secretary to sell 
church property at Howells, Nebraska, if legal claims could be estab- 
lished. 


17. President Wolff was authorized to request the Board of American 
Missions that a representative be sent to address Synod at the 1953 Con- 


18. President Lorin Wolff was authorized and instructed to write, in 
behalf of our Executive Board, a letter stating that we regret and de- 
plore the situation caused by Dr. Traub’s addressing a Masonic ban- 
Pender, Nebraska, and that we commend Pastor W. Rowoldt 
church council for the stand and witness they are giving for 
Christ and His Church. Upon approval of the Executive Board, this 
let is be sent to Pastor W. Rowoldt and his congregation; and 
copies to Dr. Franklin C. Fry, President of the U.L.C.A.; Dr. T. Schuldt, 
President of the Nebraska Synod; and, Dr. Walter H. Traub, Pastor of 
Kountz Memorial Church, Omaha. | 


19. The Finance Committee reported that it had audited the Trea- 
surer’s records of the Stewardship Committee, the Lutheran Student 
Work Committee, the Home Missions Board, and the Committee on the 
Ministry, and found them all in good order. 


20. The following recommendations of the Finance Committee were 
adopted: 


a. that if the budget item of $650 for Lutheran Student Work is 
not reached during 1953, a special grant be made for this work 
to bring it up to that amount, but not to exceed $150.00. 


b. that the Treasurer be authorized to have a sufficient quantity 
of folders printed and made to send to local congregational 
treasurers, in which records of payments to Synod, receipts, 
and transmittal forms may be kept. 


21. President Wolff, with a Pastor chosen by him from our member- 
ship in Kansas, was authorized to represent our Synod at the Kansas 
Lutheran Welfare Council meeting to be called for organizing pur- 
poses. 


22. Correspondence regarding the School of Industrial Relations to be 
held in Allentown, Pennsylvania, June 1953, was referred to the Spe- 


cial Committee on Social Action for study and report to the Executive 


23. The motion prevailed favoring discussion on the proposed 
constitution at our 1953 Synod sessions. * 


\ 
24. The apportionment for the Leigh, Ne tion 


25. Treasurer Grothen was authorized to purchase 
chine for the Treasurer’s office. Ga. 


— 
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1 That the following budget be adopted for 1954: 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO SYNOD 


Synodical Home Missionnn sas $ 5,500.00 
᷑ . . 600 1,200.00 
Social Missions: 
2,000.00 
Synodical Administration 
Officers’ Expense and Salar ies 1,375.00 
Bulletins and Minutes of Synod ............ 1,000.00 
Convention Expense and Auditor ............ 200.00 
Delegates to U.L.C.A. see 600.00 
525.00 
4,600.00 
President’s Office 
300.00 
300.00 
804.00 
Pensions, Family Protection Plan ........... 496.00 
Synod Home Repayment and Maint. ......... 600.00 
— F.500.00 
Lutheran Student Work 1,000.00 
500,00 
$55,400.00 
U.L.C.A. for 1954 ..... $ 75,340.00 — $ 6.06 per Communing Member 
Midwest Synod for 1954 $ 55,400.00 — $ 4.94 per Communing Member 
Dee $130,740.00 — $11.00 per Communing Member 


Il. That the Articles of Incorporation of the Synod in the Midwest be 
amended in Article VIIJ—Officers. by adding the words, “together with 
two laymen elected at the regular convention of Synod” following the 
words “which officers” so that the Article shall read as follows: 


The officers of this corporation shall consist of a president, a vice- 
president, a secretary, a treasurer, and a statistical secretary, which of- 
ficers together with two laymen elected at the regular convention of 
synod shall constitute the executive committee of the Synod, etc. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Your Executive Board 
Werner P. Welchert, Secretary 


— — 
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The Business Manager of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN presented 
his report, adding a financial statement to the printed report. 


REPORT OF THE BUSINESS MANAGER OF 
“THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN” 


The Midwest Lutheran is printed and sent into the home of our 
people eleven times each year. At the present time we are printing 
6,800 copies regularly and our costs are about $140 each month. This 


is for a four-page paper. 
estimating the needs for the coming year and the costs of 


: 
RE 
BE 
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Balance on hand Synod 198˙•ꝛů·222 .. $ 417.17 

Received 

Through Subscriptions 1055.55 

From Synod Budget .................. 600.00 

Expenditures: 

$ 514.66 

1421.73 

Office Expense ete. ......... 124.92 

8 11.41 


Outstanding Bills: 
Lutheran Publishing House 
Editor’s expense January—May 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. F. V. Churchill 


The Report of the Subscription Manager of THE MIDWEST LU- 
was presented. 
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printing, the Midwest Lutheran will need nearly $2,000 to operate. y 
| operating deficit this year will raise that requirement. 

Your business manager believes that the material presented in 
the Midwest Lutheran is not only very acceptable but is material that 
we should desire to have in the hands of our people. We are happy 
about the number of congregations who are sending the paper to each 
member of their 1 and we are looking forward to the time 
would make the working of our Synod more efficient. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
] Manager of the Midwest Lutheran 


all Pastors or to their essis- 
out 


tants, in our Synod, for them to correct. I sent about half of them 
at the beginning of the year, and then the other half about 6 months 
later. This, I think, has proved very satisfactory. There are usually 
some addresses in each congregation that have to be changed, some 
have to be cancelled because they have moved away, and usually new 
names have to be added to the subscription list, so they must be 
checked over each year. 
Now, in 1953, I sent out the first half of proof the con- 
all been 


their lists, etc. I certainly thank all Pastors and their assistants, who 
have co-operated so well in this work, and also for their many en- 
couraging words, as this all helps to make the work more interesting. 


At least 450 new subscriptions have been added during the past 
At present 6800 copies of the “Midwest Lutheran” are printed 


year. 
each month at the Lutheran Publishing House at Blair. 


The Report of the Editor of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN was pre- 
sented orally. 

The Convention Committees were appointed by the President. (cf. 
pp. 15-16). 


The Conference Secretaries had no reports or recommendations to 
present to Synod. 
The Secretary of Foreign Missions presented his report. 


FOREIGN MISSION REPORT, 1953 


“Ecclesia Plantanda”—the Church must be builded! This is still, 
as it always has been, the most urgent command to all believing Chris- 
tians. The Church must be built, because today’s confused world needs 
Christ and needs Him desperately, for without Him the nations are 
lost for all eternity. “And there is salvation in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 


saved.” (Acts 4:12) 

Believing this to be so, it is beyond imagination how any true 
Christian can stand by idly and indifferently and not be moved to do 
something al it. The challenge is overwhelming, the opportunities 
are great, and the needs of Foreign Missions are extremely urgent. 
“Sixty Missionaries Needed Now” is this year’s earnest plea of our 
Church’s Boards. Consecrated men and women are required imme- 
diately, everywhere in all of our fields. Ordained ministers, preferably 
two to fifteen years pastoral experience, Stp 

one of our far-flung missionary outposts, A few of these are 
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REPORT OF THE SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER OF 
“THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN” 
During the past year I sent the proof mailing list of those receiv- 
ing the “Midwest Lutheran” out to most a 
returned to me, all corrected and many new subscriptions added to 
| 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tillie Krambeck | 
Subscription Manager 
1 
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* needed as instructors in theological institutions. Also all kinds of 
laymen, both men and women, with graduate training, are urgently 
required as teachers and supervisors. Medical doctors and nurses and 
a number of other experienced personnel are urged to heed the call of 
the Savior, to serve Him in serving the people of foreign lands. 


“Come—help us,” is the Macedonian cry of millions of helpless, ig- 
norant, and lost souls in Argentina, Liberia, India, Japan and other 
countries. The new Malayan venture is also rapidly becoming a reality 
of another vital field of the United Lutheran Church in America; but 
staffing it will require additional missionaries. What an opportunity to 
serve the Christ and to help extend His Kingdom of love and peace! 
Somehow we cannot believe that there are not enough willing and 
faithful followers of His, who could not be aroused, inspired, trained 
ö and commissioned if only the pastors and congregational leaders would 
t present to them this challenging opportunity. The reason that our own 


synod has not awakened sufficiently enough and has not done more 
with regard to world-wide missions is that too many of us still cling to 
outmoded methods. The former annual One-Day-Mission-Festivals 
(with but a very few laudable exceptions) are out of date in this 
present fast-moving world. A much better and more truly bib- 
lical method is to introduce and to follow a year round Mission Pro- 
gram, with Life-Service exercises for the youth, intimate private con- 
| Sultations between pastor and promising individuals, and continuous 
i reference in sermons. 


But gaining more consecrated laborers for the foreign fields is but 
one part of our missionary enterprise; the second, as urgent as the 
first, is that we raise more funds to support adequately the work al- 
ready in progress and to encourage new ventures. The 1953 Epiphany 
Appeal, as is already known to all, was for building new chapels in 
British Guiana. Again there is concrete evidence that our people will 
respond to any worthwhile cause, for we are happy to report that the 
$60,000 asked for has been oversubscribed by at least $5,000. We of the 
Midwest synod are especially overjoyed about the success of this ap- 
peal, for British Guiana is particularly close to our hearts. Most of the 
American workers there are from our own synod and to this group was 
recently added the newly-arrived Pastor and Mrs. Wallace Wolff. 
“Next year’s Appeal will center around Christian higher education 
overseas. Our presentation will spotlight secondary education in In- 
dia, Japan, and most likely British Guiana. A full story of our plans 
will be issued soon after the June meeting of the Board.” 


One of the newest, and most highly recommended, means of 


gregations or their organizations assume definite units of $600 annual 
amounts, and support directly a certain missionary. For smaller con- 
gregations, or organizations, half units of $300 are also available. Al- 


gation in synod who has signed up for one full unit. There is no ques- 
tion, that a number of our congregations would be very much interest- 
ed in this plan, for in addition to giving more substantial foreign mis- 
sion assistance, it also establishes a direct and intimate relationship be- 
| in the field 


Foreign Mission promotion (in addition, of course, to general bene vo- 
| lence support) is what is known as the “Unit Plan.” Individual con- 
| though this plan has been in operation for a number of years, it ap- 
pears that First Lutheran Church of Oklahoma City is the only congre- 
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Our Foreign Mission Board is always ready to furnish every possi- 
ble help to pastors and congregation in the form of audio-visual ma- 
terials, as well as sending representatives and missionaries on furlough 
to help promote the cause. Why not avail yourselves of this assistance 


and be more conscientious about expanding your foreign missionary 
program in your parish? The present excellent opportunities to win 
the world to Christ may not last and soon again we shall be but able 
to lament about a world that is lost in utter confusion and that the 


forces of evil are gaining on every side. 

Your secretary has the following recommendations to make: 

1. That at least ome more member be added to the committee on 
Foreign Missions of Synod; 


2. That again the Synod instruct the chaplain of the convention to 
pray for our imprisoned brother, Paul Mackinsen, Jr., who is still in 
the hands of the Communists in China. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Edward J. Amend 


Recommendation Number 1 was adopted. 


Recommendation Number 2 was adopted. 


It was further moved to recommend that we continue our efforts of 
this year’s Epiphany Appeal to raise the price of one chapel in British 
Guiana through offerings of our Sunday School. The recommendation 
was seconded. 


The motion prevailed to amend the recommendation by adding the 
words “and that the Secretary of Foreign Missions draft a plan for the 
congregations of Synod for this purpose which after approval by the 
Executive Board of Synod shall be submitted to the congregations”. 
The amended recommendation was adopted. 


Pastor W. W. Alexander, President of the Kansas Synod, was recog- 
nized and brought words of greeting from that Synod. 


Pastor Roy Wingate, ordained this year by the Kansas Synod and 
to be received into the Midwest Synod, was recognized. 


It was moved to recess until 12:00 noon at which time the Conven- 
tion Photograph is to be taken. 


The session was adjourned and closed with prayer by the Conven- 
tion Chaplain. 


SECOND SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, May 19, 1953 
The session was opened with prayer by the Chaplain. 


The Minutes of the first session were presented. It was moved, 
seconded, and carried, that the minutes not be acted upon until the next 
session. 


The Report of the Ministerium was read. 
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MINISTERIUM MEETING 

— Tuesday Afternoon, May 19, 1953, 1:00 P.M. 

| The Ministerium was called to order by President Wolff at 1:10 P.M. 
1 pPuastor Otto Bergfelder led in prayer. 


The Committee on the Ministry presented its report. The following 
items were adopted for recommendation to Synod: 


1 1. It was recommended that Harlan Brei, Karl Konig, and Arthur 

Miller be ordained by Synod. 

. 2. It was recommended that Modris Gulbis be ordained by Synod, up- 
on receipt of a call. 


3. It was recommended that Pastor Roy Wingate, recently ordained 
by the Kansas Synod, be received into Synod. 


4. It was moved and seconded that it be recommended to Synod that 
Pastor Fred Bloch be retained on the roll of Synod for one 


| 
Synodical year. 


The motion prevailed to amend by adding the words “provided 
he requests it”. 
The amended motion, was adopted. 


5. It was moved, seconded and carried to recommend to Synod that 
Pastor Schmunk be granted an extension of leave of absence 
for one year. 


The Ministerium closed with Pastor G. Wiencke leading in prayer. 


The recommendations were adopted as a whole. 
Pastor Roy Wingate was received into Synod. 
The Report of the Laymen’s Meeting was presented by Mr. Walter 


Jobman. 
q LAYMEN’S MEETING 
Tuesday Afternoon, May 19, 1953, 1:00 P.M. 
The Laymen’s Meeting was opened at 1:10 P. M. by Chairman Elmer 


Mr. William Horst led in prayer. 


Mr. Walter Jobman was elected Secre 
"9 tary. Each attendee intro- 


The following topics were discussed: 


„„ and Operation 
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Respectfully submitted 
Werner P. Welchert 
Secretary 
— 


2. Mr. Carl Grothen, Synodical Treasurer, gave an explanation of the 
a, Clarifying “Apportioned Benevolence” 
Db. Clarifying “Lutheran World Action.“ 


Mr. Grothen stressed the great need of meeting benevolence. Lay 
delegates must help educate people to learn of its needs. | 


e. Special Benevolence 


d. Hints to Synodical Treasurer —regular giving—weekly. Send 
in monthly. 


e. Explaining Budget for 1954. 
3. Mr. Howard Peterson spoke briefly on Stewardship. 
4. the follow - 
a. Appoint a publicity director. 
b. Contact radio stations for publicity. | 


e. See that all congregation organizations know who the local re- 
porter is and make certain that he gets the news. 


5. Importance of having a “Lay Reader” or competent leaders. 
6. Pension Plan. Short explanation and question and answer period. 


7. Pastors’ salaries discussed. 1 


Recommendations adopted to be presented to Synod: 

1. Be it resolved that we urge every congregation to send a Lay Dele- 
gate to Synod next year. 

2. Be it resolved that, if possible, more time be granted for the Lay- 
men’s Meeting: 

3. Be it resolved that delegates of Synod inform their congregations 


of the increase of percentage of the congregation's share from 4% 
to 8% on the Pastors’ Pension Plan and urge Councilmen to adopt 


the new plan effective January 1, 1954. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. L. JOBMAN 
Secretary 


Recommendations 1, 2, and 3 were adopted. 


The Report of the Executive Board on Nominations of Boards and 
Standing Committees was presented. (cf. pp. 13-15). 
The nominations were approved by Synod. 
The Official Representative of the U.L.C.A., Dr. Otto K. Jensen, pre- 
sented the first half of his report. 
The election of the Vice-President was ordered. 
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Dr. E. C. Hansen presented Chaplain Major Gustav F. Duhrkop who 
spoke to Synod. Chaplain Duhrkop reported on the challenge and needs 
of the Chaplains’ Corps. 


The Board of Trustees of Midland College presented its report, with 
two recommendations: 


REPORT OF MIDLAND COLLEGE 
TO THE MIDWEST SYNOD 


One of our favorite hymns begins, in its second stanza, with the 
words: “Bless Thou the Truth, dear Lord.” It is this blessed Truth which 
we seek to make the foundation of the work at Midland College, your 
college in Fremont, Nebraska. We earnestly pray that our efforts may 
be successful. 


The selective service situation and a gradual decrease in the num- 
ber of veterans of the Second World War attending college, reduced the 
total number of students from 373 in 1951 to 351 in 1952 in spite of the 
fact that the freshman class is the second largest in the school’s history. 
The proportion of Lutheran students in the college is 68%, of which 
number 70 are preparing for full-time Christian service. The Midwest 
Synod is represented by 51 students. If every pastor in the supporting 
synods were to induce even one member of his parish to come to Mid- 
land College our enrollment would be doubled—an we would not need 
to worry about future enrollments. We earnestly plead for this helpful 
interest on the part of our pastors. 


A major capital item entered the plant and financial picture during 
this past autumn. A refurnishing and refurbishing program was begun 
on the Gymnasium-Commons Building and Beegle Hall (girls’ dormi- 
tory). Both buildings had been sadly neglected and were in dire need 
of new roofs and major repairs. This caused an expenditure of $40,000, 
which is being repaid by special donations from individuals and con- 
gregations. Those who live and work on the campus are keenly con- 
scious of the great boost in morale which has come through these im- 
provements. 


The Board of Trustees at its last annual meeting adopted the fol- 
lowing “seven year” program: (1) a balanced budget each year: (2) a 
general increase of 5-25% in the salaries of the faculty and staff person- 
nel; (3) a continuing program of refurbishing and refurnishing of all 
campus buildings; (4) a sizable increase in the Endowment Fund; (5) re- 
payment of the debt on Men’s Memorial Hall ($133,200) and to Central 
Lutheran Theological Seminary ($21,539 Endowment fund); (6) erection 
of an addition to Beegle Hall; (7) conversion of North Hall into a Fine 
Arts Building; and (8) erection of a Library Building. It is anticipated 
that ground will be broken this spring for the Library Building to be 
erected with CHEY funds now on hand for this purpose. 


Midland is the college of the U.L.C. west of the Missouri River. Mid- 
land is grateful for the help which the Midwest Synod has given. This 
gratitude is beyond the power of words to express and in effect must be 
understood rather than explicitly stated. The college is mindful of this 
great source of strength. It is proud to be a church college. 


of 
As such, however, Midland as an arm of the church must do ex- 
ceptionally well those things which by its very nature are demanded 
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it. In order to do its job in a way of which both the church and the 
college may be proud, Midland must have greatly increased gifts for 
current expenses, for capital funds and for endowment. The standards 
in equipment, faculty and services demanded of an accredited college 
today preclude any possibility of operating successfully without substan- 
tial gift and endowment income. In the case of colleges like Midland, 
the federal and state governments cannot be of direct help, we must 
seek our help among our constituencies. But equally important is the 
fact that the supporting synods must help in bringing students to the 
college. Midland wants and needs more able boys and girls from Lu- 
theran homes. 


Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 
June 1, 1951, to May 31, 1952 


RECEIPTS 
$104,725.58 
Endowment Investment 20,282.54 
99,828.35 
2,976.77 
1,568.00 
Auxiliary Enterprises 132,409.78 
Total Receipts $361,791.02 
EXPENSES 
Educational and General 
Auxiliary Enterprises 140,081.00 


Other non-educational expene 17,050.20 


10,963.84 
2,837.69 


Article I—Name and Purpose 
Section 1. The name of this corporation shall be Midland College. 
Its principal place of business shall be Fremont, Nebraska. 
Section 2. The purpose of this corporation shall be to provide Chris- 
tian education, preparing young men and women for Christian living 
and for service in the church and the various professions and vocations. 


| Article 1—Ownership and Control 

Section 1. The property of Midland College both real and personal 
shall be forever held by the Board of Trustees of this College as a sa- 
cred trust for the purpose of furthering the cause of Christian higher 
education. Nothing in this constitution shall prevent the Board of 
Trustees of this institution from having full power to receive, hold, con- 
trol, buy, sell, mortgage, and deed real and personal property as it, the 
Board of Trustees, shall see fit. 
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Total Expenses $372,754.86 | 
THE CONSTITUTION 


Section 2. The control and direction of the corporation shall be 
vested in a Board of Trustees at least two-thirds of the members repre- 
senting the following synods of the United Lutheran Church of Amer- 
ica: The Synod of Nebraska, the Synod of Kansas and Adjacent States, 
the Synod in the Midwest, the Rocky Mountain Synod, the Synod of 
Texas, the Synod of California, the Pacific Synod. 

Section 3. Any Synod in connection with the United Lutheran 
Church in America or any other Lutheran Synod, Conference or Body 
which shall have declared its approval of the purpose of this corpor- 
ation and its willingness to support financially the general work of the 
corporation may be admitted to participation upon favorable vote of 
two-thirds of the members of the Board of Trustees present at any regu- 
lar meeting, provided notice of such contemplated action shall have 
been given at the previous meeting. 

Section 4. In the event of the dissolution of Midland College, all its 
property real and personal shall revert to those supporting Lutheran 
Synods which have representation on the Board of Trustees of said 


College. 


Article I1]—The Board of Trustees 


Section 1. The Board of Trustees of Midland College shall be so 
comprised that at least two-thirds of its membership shall be the repre- 
sentatives of the supporting Synods as referred to in Sections 2 and 3 


of Article II of this constitution. 

(A) Synods shall be represented by their respective Presidents and 
other duly elected representatives as provided for in the By-Laws. 

(B) The President of the College shall be ex officio member during 
his tenure of office. 

(C) Not more than five members representing the free-holders of 
Dodge County, Nebraska, to be elected by the Board. 


(D) Not more than three members to be elected by the Alumni As- 
sociation of the College. 


(E) Not more than three members at large elected by the Board. 


(F) The Board of Trustees shall approve or disapprove by vote the 
election of each Trustee. In case of the disapproval of any elected Trus- 
tee, such election shall be referred back to the Synod or other elective 
body for future action. + 


Section 2. Term of Office. The term of office of each elected Trus- 
tee shall be three years beginning with the annual meeting of the 


Section 3. Vacancies. Vacancies in the resentati of urch 
body shall be filled according to the regulations of that body. — 
vacancies shall be filled by election by the Board. 


Section 4. Declaration. Every member of the Board before taking 
office shall make and subscribe to the following declaration: “I sincerely 


approve the purpose of Midland College, and solemnly promise to en- 
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deavor faithfully to carry into effect the provisions of its constitution 
and by-laws and to promote its aims and objectives.” 


Section 5. Powers. Except as otherwise provided in the Articles of 
= —— powers of the corporation shall 

exerc ess affairs ucted, and its perty trolled, 
by the Board of Trustees. * * 


Without prejudice to, or limitation of, the general powers conferred 
by, or implied in, the Articles of Incorporation or the preceding para- 
graph, the Board of Trustees shall have power (A) to acquire and re- 
ceive by purchase or gift or otherwise and to manage, incumber, sell, 
convey and transfer real and personal property, except as provided in 
Article II, Section 4; (B) To elect, appoint or provide for the appoint- 
ment of committees and to delegate to such committees specified pow- 
ers; (C) To provide regulations for the administration and operation of 


its college. 


Section 6. Officers. The officers of the Board shall be a president, 
a vice-president, a secretary, and a treasurer. They shall be elected at 
the annual meeting of the Board and shall hold office until their re- 
spective successors are elected and qualified. Their duties shall be 
those customarily pertaining to their respective offices and as may be 
prescribed in the by-laws. f 


Section 7. Executive Committee. An Executive Committee shall be 
elected by the Board from its own membership at each annual meeting 
and shall execute the orders and resolutions of the Board not otherwise 
specifically committed or provided for. Subject to review by the Board, 
it shall have ad interim the direction of the institution. 

Section 8. Meetings and Quorum. Two regular meetings shall be 
held each year. The meeting held in the fall shall be designated as the 
“annual” meeting. A majority of the members of the Board shall con- 
stitute a quorum. 


| Article IV— Courses of Study 
Section 1. The basic offering of this college shall be a regular four- 
year liberal arts course leading to the baccalaureate degree upon its 
completion. It shall always include in its instruction courses in the 
Christian religion. Other courses of study leading to other degrees may 
be offered from time to time as authorized by the Board of Trustees. 


Section 2. Degrees and Diplomas. Upon recommendation of the fac- 
ulty, the Board of Trustees shall, and through the President of the Col- 
lege confer, degrees appropriate to the completion of specified curricula, 


and may award diplomas and certificates. 


Article V—Officers of Administration 


Section 1. President. The chief administrative officer of the in- 
stitution shall be the President, who shall be elected by the Board of 
Trustees from the membership of the Lutheran Church. 


Section 2. Other Officers. Such other administrative officers as the 
ws. 


- — — — 
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Section 3. Duties. Duties of the officers shall be such as usually per- 
tain to their offices and as may be prescribed in the by-laws. 


Article VI— Faculty 


Section 1. Personnel. The faculty shall consist of the President, 
such other administrative officers as the Board may designate and the 
members of the instructional staff classified as professors, associate pro- 
fessors, assistant professors, and instructors. 


Section 2. Church Membership. No individual shall be employed as 
an administrative officer or as a member of the instructional staff who 
is not an avowed Christian and a communicant member of a Christian 
church. 


Section 3. Election. All members of the permanent instructional 
staff shall be elected by the Board upon recommendation by the Presi- 
dent. Instructors and other members of the instructional staff on tem- 
porary appointment may be employed by the President, subject to the 
approval of the Board or the Executive Committee. 


Article VII—Students 


Section 1. Admission. This institution shall be open to both men 
and women regardless of race, color or religious affiliation who shall 
submit satisfactory evidence of character and scholarship and who shall 
agree to abide by the regulations of the faculty and the Board. 


Article Vill—Amendments and By-Laws 


Section 1. Amendments, This constitution may be amended at any 
regular meeting of the Board of Trustees by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present, provided notice of said amendment shall have been 
given in writing and read at a previous regular meeting. 


Section 2. By-Laws. By-laws, standing resolutions and other rules 
not en to this constitution may be adopted by the Board at any 
meeting. 


Section 3. Former Regulations. All former constitutional provisions 
are hereby repealed together with all former by-laws, rules and regu- 
lations in conflict with this constitution. 


Recommendations: 


1. That Synod approve the proposed constitution of Midland College. 


2. That Synod urge its pastors to encourage promis high school 
seniors to attend Midland College. 


Dr. Paul W. Dieckman, President of Midland College, was intro- 
duced. He spoke to Synod Convention, pointedly showing the needs 
— am and active interest by the church in the Midwest in this its Insti- 

Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
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The tellers reported on the first ballot for electing the Vice-Presi- 
dent. There was no election. The second ballot for electing the Vice- 
President was ordered. 


Dr. T. J. C. Schuldt, President of the Nebraska Synod, Pastor Heid- 
enreich, and Pastor Rollin Shaffer were recognized and seated as ad- 
visory members. 


Dr. Schuldt and Pastor Heidenreich brought greetings. 


The Report of the Christian Higher Education Year Appeal was 
presented. 


REPORT OF CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION YEAR APPEAL 


This is the final report of your Synodical CHEY committee. Up to 
February 1, 1953, the total paid to CHEY in the ULCA was $6,642,117. 
Of this amount $5,939,523 came from congregations of the ULCA, not 
counting the “large gifts” given by individuals. This is indeed a notable 
record. 


Our Midwest Synod had a quota of $75,000. Total contributed by 
our congregations amounted to $78,097 or 104%. There were no “large 
gifts” credited to our Synod. The record shows that the amount paid 
equals the response reported. $2496.41 was received in 1953 from con- 
gregations of our Synod. 


We wish to commend pastors and congregations for their excellent 
cooperation in this work well done. 


It may be of interest to know that on the basis of cash paid by gen- 
eral gifts, not counting “large gifts“ our Synod stands in 13th place on a 
percentage basis, among all ULCA Synods. Among the Synods in the 
Western Area, our Synod stands in third place. 


Our CHEY effort is evidence that the much used quotation: “Pray 
God, and tell the people” is effective. Our people do love their church, 
and will show it, when challenged to do so. 


Lorin John Wolff. 


The Committee on Review of Treasurer’s Report and Audit was 
presented. 


COMMITTEE ON TREASURER’S REPORT AND AUDIT 


Your Committee met on April 21 with the following present: Pas- 
tors: Bahnsen, Duis, and Lau and Laymen Heusser, Hoefer, and Lun- 


Your Committee reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and the Auditor’s 
Report and calls attention to the following interesting items: 


1. That 89% of the apportioned benevolence was met. 

2. That 121% of Lutheran World Action was met. 

3. That the support of Midland College and Central Seminary is 
improving. 
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Your Committee makes the following recommendations: 


1. 


That Synod purchase a safe large enough to hold the receipts 
and records of the Treasurer to avoid possible loss of said re- 
ceipts and records through theft or fire. 


That Synod be reminded of the Recommendation to Synod made 


on page 36, Item 1 of the proceedings of the Sixty-Third Con- 
vention held in Frieden’s Lutheran Church in 1952 which reads 
as follows: “That we request all money from the congregation, 
inbluding that of organizations, which is sent to the Synodical 
Treasurer be remitted through one person in the congregation 
who is designated for this purpose.” Your Committee recom- 
mends that congregations be reminded of this recommendation 
and urged to follow it, and that all remittances be made month- 


ly if at all possible. 


That a rising vote of thanks be given the Treasurer for his ef- 


ficient work during the past year and recommends that the 
newer, more efficient system of keeping records adopted by the 
Treasurer this past year be continued. 


4. That the Auditor’s Certificate of the Treasurer’s Report as 


given in the Bulletin be adopted 


Respectfully submitted 


Recommendation No. 1 was presented. 


The amendment was moved and seconded that the Treasurer and 


— be appointed to investigate a safe offered by Midland Col- 
ge 


The motion prevailed to refer the Recommendation and Amendment 


to the Executive Board with power to act. 


Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 4 was adopted. 
The tellers reported on the second ballot for Vice-President. Pastor 


Richard Jobman, having received the necessary votes, was declared 
elected Vice-President for the coming year. 


The ballot for the election of the Editor of THE MIDWEST LU- 


THERAN was ordered. 


The Trustees of Central Lutheran Seminary presented their report. 
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REPORT OF SYNOD’S REPRESENTATIVES ON THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


The first year in the new combination administration, class-room, 
library and chapel building has already drawn to a successful (we trust, 
by the grace of God) close. The largest student body on record was en- 
rolled. The Senior class numbered 12 of whom the following are (or 
were) from our Synod: Harlan Brei, Modris Gulbis, Kar] Konig, Herbert 
Patzelt and Arthur Miller. The Midwest Synod is represented in the 
Middler Class by Harlan Heier, Wesley Fuerst and Alex Wacker. The 
Junior Class by Paul Konig and Richard Schricker. 


FACULTY: At the beginning of the school year, the Rev. Albert J. 
Shandrick was installed as Librarian. For the first time now, the re- 
sources of a library readily accessible and professionally a 
will be actually available. For the first time, with a library and a li- 
brarian, Central Seminary can build up its storehouse of theological 
thought to a standard worthy of a Church that was born in a university, 
by the ministry of a man who was at once a man of faith and an in- 
tellectual giant—Martin Luther. 


Pastor Shandrick, with help from the U.L.C.A.’s Board of Edu- 
cation will take summer work in Library science. 


This year will mark the close of Dr. Frederick’s many years of de- 
voted teaching. By the time this is in print, a recognition service and 
dinner honoring him will have been held. Prof. Gieschen now assumes 
the full load of teaching Systematic Theology. He had been carrying a 
partial load in the Practical Department besides several courses in the 
Systematic Department. The Board is diligently seeking a Professor of 
Practical Theology with particular experience and competence in the 
rural church. The Board reports with deep regret that the Rev. E. W. 
Mueller, the rural life authority of the National Lutheran Council, felt 
constrained to return the call that the Board had issued him. 


Dr. Keisler, as president, spent considerable time representing the 
Seminary in the field. Not only he, but the entire faculty as well, are 
available for rendering service of various kinds to congregations, con- 
ferences, conventions, etc. The idea of a theological school for laymen 
is being explored. 


PROPERTY: Through unexpected additional CHEY funds, some 
much needed remodeling in the old main building was carried out. For 
the first time the Housemother, Mrs. Ferguson who serves us so well 
(we can almost say, sacrificially, for her salary, by her own request, is 
extremely low) has adequate quarters of her own. The former presi- 
dent’s office was remodeled for that purpose. 


Because of pressure of the Department of Public Health, some ex- 
tensive renovating was done in the Seminary’s eating establishment. 
The room formerly used as dining room is now a modern kitchen. Mrs. 
Ferguson’s former bedroom, originally a butler’s pantry, is now a mod- 
ern dish-washing and dish-storing room. The room formerly used as 
kitchen along with the Housemother’s former tiny sitting room is now 
an apartment for a married student. 


BOARD: A change in the constituency of the Board of Directors 
was made during the past year when laymen were added to the Board. 
A reallocation of directors was necessitated when the California and 
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Pacific Synods withdrew their support from Central, due of course, to 
the opening of their own Seminary at Berkeley, Calif. The first year's 
experience with laymen on the Board indicates that it was a good move. 
Within these few months, the laymen have rendered valuable service. 
The Midwest Synod is represented by Louis Mai and Clinton Von Seg- 


FINANCES: The Seminary is seeking to reduce the indebtedness on 
the new combination building. A supplement giving a financial state- 
ment and the contributions of Midwest congregations toward the Sem- 
inary Day’s Debt Reduction Fund last August will be appended to this 
report or distributed later. A plan is now afoot whereby congregations, 
individuals, groups or families may contribute $1000 to honor a living 
person or memorialize one who has passed on. When fifty such donors 
are found, a plaque bearing the names of those memorialized or honored 
will be placed in the vestibule of the chapel. 


The greater need, however, of our Seminary is not money, al- 
though all contributions are welcome, but prayer. To serve adequately 
her purpose, Central needs the support of praying believers. We be- 
speak your prayerful interest in Central. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lorin J. Wolff 
Louis Mai 
Clinton Von Seggern 
Paul H. G. Moessner 


Dr. E. Bryan Keisler, President of Central,Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, was introduced and spoke to the Convention. 


The following recommendation was presented: 

Moved that Synod grant permission to Central Seminary to solicit 
special offerings during 1954, the said appeal to be made, of course, at 
the discretion of the congregation. 


The recommendation was adopted. 

The tellers reported on the ballot for election of the Editor of THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN. 

Pastor Paul Moessner having received the necessary ballots was de- 
clared elected Editor of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN. 

The ballot for the election of the Treasurer was ordered. 


The Committee on Audit of the Treasurer’s Report of the Business | 
Manager of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN presented its report. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


We, the undersigned, have audited the books of the Business Man- 
ager of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN, and find them to be correct and 


an accurate statement of the business transactions of THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Ralph L. Ritzen, Chairman 
Arthur W. Huneke 

Fred Wittler 

George Herber. 
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The report was adopted. 
The ballot for the election of the Secretary was ordered. 
The Report of the Lutheran World Action Directors was presented. 


REPORT ON LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


Lutheran World Action has accomplished much in the past and 
will continue to do so in the future. All it needs is your support, that 
is, your gifts, your continual promotion of it, and your prayers. 


Lutheran World Action has not only brought much help directly, 
but also indirectly. It has helped in bringing Lutherans closer togeth- 
er. It has helped in bringing about self help for those who were helped. 
For example, through the work of Lutheran World Action Lutherans in 
Europe learned the real meaning of Christian stewardship. Such agen- 
cies of mercy as “Hilfswerk,” which have done so much to give spiritual 
and physical aid to the unfortunate in Germany, got their start through 
- Lutheran World Action. In spite of the fact that the orphaned missions 
were cut off from their first resources by the war, they continued to 
make a phenomenal growth. Yes, some of the credit for this can go to 
the direct support of Lutheran World Action. But these mission fields 
learned also through this support how to become self supporting. A 
great deal of their growth must be credited to their own efforts and 
resources. 


For the first time in recent years the United Lutheran Church ex- 
ceeded her goal, and for that reason for the first time in recent years 
Lutheran World Action had a surplus that could be used for unseen 
emergencies. 


Your Midwest synod went over the top again in 1952 for Lutheran 
World Action with a percentage of 121.29%. The synod was third high 
in the United Lutheran Church on a percentage ratio. 


Although 11 congregations gave better than 150% of their goal, 
a study of the synodical treasurer’s report for 1952 shows that fewer 
congregations over-subscribed their quota than in previous years. How- 
ever, more congregations did meet their actual goal than in previous 
years. Another thing that helped give your synod a favorable report 
was the more than $1400.00 gift of an individual given through Zion Lu- 
theran Church, Diller, Nebr. 


Therefore a study of these annual reports of the treasurer indicated 
a trend among the congregations to even up the share of the burden of 
meeting your synod’s goal. For this reason your committee wishes to 
caution all those pastors and congregations who fail to reach their goals 
and depend upon other congregations to meet the synodical goal. About 
20 congregations did not meet their goals. So let them bear in mind 
that fewer and fewer congregations are willing to carry a part of the 
others’ burdens in addition to their own. Thus in this drive for 1953 
your committee is urging each and every congregaton to do its utmost 
to raise its goal. In order to raise her goal this year your synod will 
need the cooperation of everyone. 

In 1952 Lutheran World Relief gathered and sent to distress areas 


enough clothing to clothe 1,500,000. This represents more people than 
the entire population of Nebraska. The congregations of the Midwest 
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Synod did their share. Quite a number of congregations participated in 
a clothing drive sponsored by the Lutheran Men of Omaha last Novem- 
ber. A total of 32 tons of clothing were gathered, A great deal of cloth- 
ing was gathered by congregations who did not take part in the above 
drive, but who sent their clothing directly to the warehouses of Lu- 


- theran World Relief. Your committee expresses its most sincere grat- 


itude to all pastors and congregations for their kindness in giving cloth- 
ing to the unfortunate refugees of Korea, Palestine and Germany. If in 
the future such drives as the one of Lutheran Men of Omaha are spon- 
sored, your committee encourages all pastors and congregations being 
within a reasonable distance that they participate with them, and that 
they pool their efforts with neighboring congregations ether of this 
synod or of other National Lutheran Council Churches. 


Your committee encourages the use of audio-visual aids, and rec- 
ommends both the use of film strips and sound films. Lutheran World 
Action has produced two new excellent sound films, “Healing in the 
Holy Land” and “Fruit of the Living Word.” The use of these films 
together with those produced in previous years may be had by writing 
to either of the following addresses: Book of Books Store, 316 S. 18th, 
Omaha, Nebr., and Rev. Paul Kampfe, 471 Stuart St., Denver, Colo. In 
booking these films it is often advisable to phone direct rather than 
writing. 

Your committee wishes to thank all the pastors and congregations 
for their splendid cooperation and their efforts in making a success of 
the 1952 drive for Lutheran World Action. 


Your Committee recommends the following resolution: 


That Synod urge all pastors and laymen to present the whole pro- 
gram of Lutheran World Action to their congregations and parishioners, 
and that if they have not already met their goals for 1953 that they use 
their utmost efforts to reach their goals just as soon as possible and not 
wait until the end of the year. 


Treasurer’s Report on LWA for 1952 


Place a Goal Paid Percent 1953 Goal 
Auburn $ 260.00 $ 194.28 75% $268 
Bennington 553.00 183.00 33% 581 
Bloomfield St. Mark’s 823.00 824.00* 100% 623 
Bloomfield G. Shepherd 133.00 73.72 55% 105 
Blue Hill 253.00 253.00* 100% 298 
Chappell 52.00 32.00“ 100% 52 
Columbus St. John | 271.00 525.00* 194% 307 

Columbus Trinity 578.00 650.00* 112% 573 
Creston 241.00 217.00 89% 181 
Darrouzette, Tex. 92.00 182.00* 187% 110 
Diller St. Paul’s 275.00 275.00* 100% 238 
Diller Zion 58.00 1501.00* 2589% ) 67 
Ellis, Kan. 344.00 350.00* 101% 340 
Emerson 480.00 500.00“ 104% 475 
Falls City 134.00 135.00* 100% 161 
Fontanelle 248.00 254.00* 102% 242 
Glenvil 157.00 157.32“ 100% 128 
Gothenburg 194.00 111.00 57% 204 
Grand Island 636.00 636.00* 100% 681 
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Gretna 

Hanover, Kan. 
Hastings 1 St. Paul’s 
Hastings S. St. Paul’s 


Hooper Zion 


Lincoln Friedens 
Lincoln United 
Lincoln Zion 
Linn, Kan. 
Lipscomb, Tex. 
Lodgepole 
Louisville 
Madison 

Niobrara 

Norfolk 
Northboro 
Ohiowa T 
Ohiowa R 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Otoe 

Papillion 

Pender St. Mark’s 
Pender St. Peter’s 
Pierce 

Perry, Okla. 
Pilger 

Platte Center 
Pleasant Valley 
Russell Kan. St. John 
Russell Kan. Tri. 
Schuyler 

Scribner St. John 
Scribner Ridgely 
Silver Cliff 
Stanton 

Sterling 
Stillwater 


210.77° 
80.60 
325.00° 
238.00“ 
202.00° 
65.00 
307.34 
230.00° 
424.00° 
714.00° 
326.42° 
205.00“ 
150.00“ 
360.03° 
178.00° 


1778.00° 
385.60° 
91.73 
190.00° 
232.50° 
66.00° 
62.00 
140.50° 
161.43° 
82.50 
60.00° 
126.00 
117.00° 
230.00° 
529.00“ 
385.00“ 
119.00 
195.00“ 
571.00° 
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394.00 131.25 33% 348 
426.00 516.00 1217 407 
876.00 390.00 14% 899 
124.00 50.00 40% 147 
Hastings, Immanuel 100.00 100.00 100% 114 
Hildreth 434.00 445.50 1027 451 
Hoisington, Kan. 0 228.00 252.71* 110% 168 
Home, Kan. 187.00 175 
Hooper St. Paul’s 392.00 439.82° 112% 430 
— 296.00 335.00° 113% 325 
Johnson 253.00 103.00 40% 249 
Lanham 196.00 196.00* 100% 166 
Leigh 176.00 199.00* 115% 191 
902.00 229.00 20% 787 ä 
98.00 360.00 367% 109 
136.00 197.82“ 145% 159 
152.00 152.00* 100% 93 
126.00 224.00* 177% 145 
88.00 88.00* 100% 88 
164.00 165.00°* 100% 169 | 
108.00 194% 97 
121.00 66 % 82 
324.00 100% 314 
129.00 184% 124 
177.00 116% 224 | 
98.00 66 % 102 
625.00 48% 555 | 
229.00 100% 195 
424.00 100% 435 3 
714.00 100% 696 a 
270.00 122% 281 
200.00 103% 198 
121.00 124% 147 . 
238.00 152% 187 
157.00 113% 131 
58.00 58 | 
1155.00 145% 831 1 
128.00 301% 136 
151.00 60% 164 
190.00 100% 225 | 
204.00 114% 203 
42 00 157% 47 
73.00 85 64 | 
112.00 126% 124 ; 
147.00 109% 136 
Sutton 160.00 51% 152 
Syracuse 51.00 118% 50 . 
Tea, S. Dak. 182.00 70% 178 
Uehling 70.00 153% 72 
Wakeeney, Kan. 229.00 100% 158 
Wayne 529.00 100% 523 4 
Westboro, Mo. 382.00 101% 428 i 
Winside 264.00 45% 242 
Wisner 195.00 100% 217 
Yutan 570.00 100% 513 
* 
i 


Pastor Rollin G. Shaffer, Secretary for Promotion, for Lutheran 
World Action, was introduced by Pastor Fred Ollendorf. He spoke to 
Synod Convention. 


The Recommendation of the Directors of Lutheran World Action 
was adopted. 


The tellers reported on the ballot for Treasurer. Mr. Carl Grothen 
having received the necessary votes was declared elected Treasurer of 
Synod. 


The tellers reported on the ballot for the Secretary. Pastor Werner 
Welchert having received the necessary votes was declared elected Sec- 
retary of Synod. 


The Report of the Merger Committee was presented. 


REPORT OF MERGER COMMITTEE 


The Joint Committee on Merger of the Kansas, Nebraska, and Mid- 
west Synods met three times during the synodical year with Dr. Frank- 
lin C. Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church, presiding. 


The first meeting was held November 17th and 18th at the Town 
House Hotel, Kansas City, Kansas. At this meeting a study was made 
of the Suggested Constitution for Constituent Synods of the United Lu- 
theran Church, 1952 Edition. After necessary changes were presented 
a proposed constitution was drafted. 


The second meeting was held February 16th and 17th at the Town 
House Hotel, Kansas City, Kansas. At this meeting By-Laws, Boun- 
daries of Conferences, Headquarters, Synodical Boundaries, and Seal 
were presented and studied. 


The third meeting was held March 16th and 17th at the Fontanelle 
Hotel, Omaha, Nebraska. A restudy was made of the proposed con- 
stitution, its by-laws, and conference boundaries. A method of proced- 
ure and resolutions were adopted. 


In view of the statement in Section I, Article I of the Proposed 
Constitution regarding the territory of this Synod, the joint Committee 
on Merger wants to assure all pastors and congregations of the Midwest 
Synod in Texas, Iowa, and South Dakota, that they will be included in 
the merged Synod. There is no intention on the part of anyone to ex- 
clude these congregations of our Synod from the new Synod. 


Your committee presents the following: 


(The remainder of the report, the proposed Constitution for merg- 
ing the Synods, is enclosed with these Proceedings. See Appendix.) 


Hugo H. F. Welchert 
for the Merger Committee 


; (For recommendations see page 32 of * enclosed “Proposed Con- 
—ů The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States.“ See 
ppendix. | 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
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Recommendation No. 3 was presented. 


It was moved to amend by adding the following words, “that we 
request the Merger Committee to seek the postponement of the Con- 
vention at least one week in view of the Vacation Bible Schools.” The 
Amendment was lost. 


Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 
Recommendations No. 4, No. 5, and No. 6 were adopted. 
Recommendation No. 7 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 8 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 9 was adopted. 


Dr. Thomas L. Cline, Executive Secretary of the Board of Pensions, 
was introduced. 


The motion prevailed to adjourn. 
The session was closed with a prayer by the Convention Chaplain. 
THIRD SESSION 
Wednesday Morning, May 20, 1953 
The Convention Chaplain, together with Dr. E. C. Hansen as litur- 
gist, conducted the Memorial Service. 


Roll call was answered by 57 clerical members and 35 lay members. 
The number present at Synod thus far has been 66 pastors and 42 lay- 
men or a total of 108. 


The Committee on Reference and Council recommended a change 
of order so that Dr. Cline might be heard immediately following, to- 
gether with the Report on Pension and Relief. The recommendation was 
seconded and carried. 


Dr. Thomas L. Cline, Executive Secretary of the Board of Pensions, 
was introduced and spoke to Convention. 


The Report of the Committee of Pension and Relief was presented. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF PENSIONS AND RELIEF 


The work of the ULCA Pension Board is growing and greater de- 
mands are being made upon them all the time. The three paramount 


objectives for the current year are: 


1. a. To urge all pastors and congregations to join the contributory 
Pension Plan and the Family Protection Plan. 


b. That the 8% is the required amount for the congregation in 
the Contributory Pension Plan as of January 1, 1954. 


c. That congregations inform the Board of Pensions as soon as 
possible of their commitment to the 8% contributions. 
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2. That all pastors who were 51 and above as of July 1, 1947, may 


become eligible for the “annual grant” of $300 by joining the 
Contributory Pension Plan and by making retroactive payments 
with interest from November 1, 1947, and continuing the pay- 
ments in the Contributory Pension Plan currently until retire- 
ment. This condition also applies to those pastors who retired 
after November 1, 1947, and were not members of the Contribu- 
tory Pension Plan. 


3. That after January 1, 1954, the requirements for membership in 


the contributory Pension Plan will be 4% by the pastor and 8% 
by the congregation. 


The Midwest Synod has 61 of her pastors enrolled in the Pension 
Plan while only 29 belong to the Family Protection Plan. 


Remember that your committee is at your disposal to help in- 
augurate these plans in your congregation, It’s too late to really help 
your pastor’s widow and children, when the funeral coach is backed up 
to the parsonage door. 


Signed: Rev. G. Van Boening. 


The motion prevailed that Synod request the lay delegates to call 
attention to Item No. 3 of the Report which reads as follows: “That after 
January 1, 1954, the requirements for membership in the contributory 
Pension Plan will be 4% by the pastor and 8% by the congregation.” 


The minutes of the first session were approved. 


1. 


The Report of the Committee on Executive Board's Report was pre- 
sented. 


COMMITTEE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD’S REPORT 


Your Committee recommends that Synod express heartfelt 
thanks to the Executive Committee of Synod for their excellent 
discharge of manifold duties and business transactions during 
the past year and for presenting a detailed report for this pres- 
ent Convention. 


In examining carefully the various items of their report, your Com- 
mittee has classified them into the following three categories with the 
following recommendations: 


We recommend that the following items of the Executive Board’s 
Report be received as INFORMATION: Items No. 1, 3, 7, 9, 13, 
14, 15, 18, 19 and 24. 


That the following items be received with our recommendation 
of approval: No. 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23 and 25. 


That the following items be received for discussion and final de- 
cision: No. 6 and 20. | 


That recommendation No. 1 of the Executive Board be adopted. 


That recommendation No. 2 of the Executive Board be adopted. 
Respectfully submitted, | 
Theodore Althof W. J. Barth 
Fred Ollendorf C. F. Schafersman 
J. N. Marxen Edward J. Amend 
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Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 


Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 


Recommendation No. 4 was presented. The motion prevailed to ap- 
prove the items listed. 


Recommendation No. 5 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 6 was adopted. 


The Report of the Committee on Protocol and Secretary's Report 
was presented. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROTOCOL AND 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 


Your Committee met at Louisville, Nebraska, on May 12. The Pas- 
tors R. Shirck, K. Konig and A. Lentz, together with Mr. Otto Schafer, 
were present. We compared the printed minutes with the manuscripts 
that were available to us (the Parochial Reports are excluded), and 
found them to be accurate and harmonious with the original manu- 
scripts. Minor corrections of printers’ errors were made in the official 
copies. 

We find that the printer omitted the following on page 88 in the 
Report on Stewardship: 


CHEY LWA Apportionment 
Given % of Goal Given % of Goal Given % of Goal 
Wisner $1074 122% $232 111% $1100 100 * 


On the same page, the apportionment goal for Leigh for 1953 should 
be $1320—not $2302. 

We commend the excellent work of the Secretary, Pastor Werner 
Welchert, and recommend that Synod give him a rising vote of thanks. 
Respectfully submitted, 

George Steinert 
R. Shirck 
A. B. Lentz 


K. Konig 
Otto Schafer. 


The recommendation was adopted. | 
The ballot for election of the Subscription Manager was ordered. 


Pastor Schulze of Hastings and Mrs. Warren Churchill, President of 
the Synodical Women’s Missionary Society were welcomed as guests. 


The Report of the Committee on the Ministry was presented. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


The Committee on the Ministry organized May 29, 1952: Chairman, 
Dr. Herman Goede; Secretary, Prof. Richard Syre; Members, Drs. M. 


Ritzen, F. Nolte, A. Lentz; Ex Officio, Pres. L. Wolff. 
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The Committee interviewed all the students at present at Midland 
College and Central Seminary. Student Stanley Rogge transferred to 
the Kansas Synod. 


The Committee prepared a set of questions to be used for examin- 
ation of candidates for ordination, and has in preparation a set of ques- 
tions for guidance of Committee for examination of pastors transferring 


to our Synod. 


The Committee granted the petition of Harlan Heier to interrupt his 
studies to serve as intern for one year. The Committee arranged on 
March 17 for a supper for the students under its supervision. 


The treasurer’s accounts weré audited by the Finance Committee of 
Synod. 


Balance forwarded Jan. 1952 $1044.83 
Total income for synodical year 1360.00 
Total | 2404.83 
Total expenditure 849.80 

| 1555.03 
Anticipated budget needs 1953-54 $1430.97 


The following students are at present under the supervision of the 
Committee on the Ministry: 


College—Daniel Breunsbach, Leland Diekhoff, Lawrence Fruhling, 
Gary Hayne, Charles Harmon, Arthur Homburg, Charles Mayberry, 
Lyle Smidt, Dean Sudman, Bud Jenny. 


Seminary—Edward Amend, Harlan Brei, Wesley Fuerst, Modris 
Gulbis, Harlan Heier, Karl Konig, Paul Konig, Arthur Miller, Paul 
Moeller, Morris Niedenthal, Herbert Patzelt, Richard Schricker, Alex 
Wacker. 


Parish Workers—Joan Hertz, Northboro, Iowa; Mary Ann Jenny, 
Leigh, Neb. 


The following students received financial aid: Dan Brunsbach, Har- 
lan Brei, Leland Diekhoff. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Herman Goede, President 
Richard Syre, Secretary 


It was moved that the Committee on the Ministry be also a Com- 
mittee on recruitment for chaplains for the Armed Forces Personnel. It 
was seconded and carried. 


Pastor Alfred Duis served notice that at the proper time he would 


move to reconsider the Report of the Board of Directors of Central Lu- 
theran Seminary. 


The tellers reported on the ballot for the Subscription Manager. 
Miss Tillie Krambeck having received the necessary majority was de- 
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clared elected Subscription Manager of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN. 
The Committee for nominating: lay members for the Executive 
Board reported. 


Your nominating committee submits the following laymen as nomi- 
nees for election to the Executive Board. 


Walter Jobman William Horst 
John Meyer August Brei 


Respectfully submitted, 


Hugo Welchert 
Herman Langholz 
William Goede 
Paul Stromer. 


Mr. Gene Brack, Herman Langholz and Robert Zessin were nomin- 
ated from the floor. 


The motion to close nominations was carried. 
The election for lay member on the Executive Board was ordered. 


The Committee on New Congregations and Constitutions presented 
its report. 


COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS AND 
CONSTITUTIONS REPORT 


Your Committee on Constitutions has examined the Constitutions of 
the following congregations: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Pa- 
pillion, Nebraska; Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church, Gretna, 
Nebraska; St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bennington, Ne- 
braska, and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Blue Hill, Nebraska. 


We find in them nothing that is contrary to the doctrinal basis of 
the Synodical Constitution, and therefore recommend that (1) they be 
approved by Synod. 


However, there are certain clauses in the Constitution of St. John’s, 
Bennington, Resurrection, Gretna, and St. Pau!’s, Blue Hill, which we 
deem unwise. Therefore, we recommend (2) Synod urge the fol- 
lowing congregations that the suggested changes listed below be made. 


These are the clauses we have reference to: St. John’s, Bennington, 
in Article 4, Section 5-(A) which states, “All confirmed members of the 
congregation in good standing shall be eligible to vote.” 


Resurrection of Gretna, in Article 5, Section 3, which states, “Adult 
members shall be subject to annual listing by the Council as active or 
inactive members. Active members are those who in the judgment of 
the Pastor and Council have reasonably fulfilled the duties defined in 
Article 4, Section 2, unless hindered by sickness or other circumstances 
beyond their control. Such active members shall be defined as “mem- 
bers in good standing.” From the time of the constitution revision every 
new member must commune at least once a year to be considered active, 
and shall be inactive if he or she fails to do so, until such time as he 
or she again receives the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.” 
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St. Paul's, Blue Hill, Article 6, Section 5, states, The congregation 
should send delegates to the conventions of the Conference and of the 
Synod, whose expenses shall be paid by the congregation.” 


Article 4, Section 3, the last sentence, “Inactive members are those 
who have not contributed during the fiscal year to the financial support 
of the congregation.” 


For the sake of uniformity in practice, your Committee recom- 
mends (3) that henceforth pastors, councilmen, and congregations of 
Synod when drafting new constitutions and when undertaking revisions 
of old constitutions they follow the pattern of the latest ULCA model 
constitution as closely as possible. 


Respectfully submitted, 


T. G. Kuehner 
Jacob Ziemer 
Frederick Spethman 
H. J. Diekhoff 

G. J. Herber. 


Recommendations 1, 2, and 3 were adopted. 
The tellers reported on the first ballot for lay members to the Execu- 


tive Board. Walter Jobman having received the necessary votes was 
declared elected lay member on the Executive Board. 


Pastor Dumler and Pastor Suter were welcomed as guests. 
The Report of the Home Mission Board was presented. 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS 


Your synodical board met May 14, 1952, during the meeting of 
Synod, and was organized with Theodore Althof, chairman; Hugo Wel- 
chert, secretary; and Walter Rowoldt, treasurer. 


The Board met the second time September 10, 1952, at Tabitha 
Home, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Salary Aid applications of our mission parishes were considered. 


United Lutheran, Lincoln, was recommended to the Board of A- 
merican Missions with the application for $1560.00 in salary aid. Our 
board is granting $450.00 towards house rent. 


The Niobrara-Lindy application was deferred use of the resig- 
nation of the pastor, Rev. Erich Petersen. 


St. Mark’s, Great Bend, Kansas, was approved by your board for 
$400.00 
grant from our board. 


in calary tid by ow board 
and $150.00 travel expenses. 


A preliminary survey was made of Valentine and Ainsworth. Both 
were approved and assigned to our Synod by the Regional Missions 
Council. A request for a survey has been made. 


* 
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The Board has taken notice of the Belmont area northeast of Lin- 
coln. Dr. Karl S. Henry was on our territory in November and to- 
gether with members of our board visited the Belmont area and Ralston. 


a report growth and increasing interest and 

Pastor Norman Schroeder reports that Grace at Chappell has im- 
proved and redecorated its house of worship. Immanuel at 
has had an average of 75 in attendance in 1952 as compared with 20 in 
1948. Sunday School enrollment without Cradle Roll is 72, and 34 bap- 
tized members were received in 1952. The congregation is now consider- 
ing the building. of a new church. Benevolence record was 100% for 
1951 and 1952. 

Pastor E. C. Hansen reports that United Lutheran at Lincoln has 
grown from 66 baptized members in 1948 to 302 in 1952; average wor- 
ship attendance from 46 to 148; Sunday School attendance from 44 to 
119. Last year 109 new members were received. Benevolence was 100% 
since 1948. United Lutheran reports active auxiliary organizations for 
all groups. Numerous improvements have been made and equipment 
added. With the purchase of 4% additional lots this mission now has 
an entire city block frontage. 

Pastor Fred W. Henkel was called by St. Mark’s at Great Bend, 
Kansas, to serve as pastor after spending over a year on the territory 
as Mission Developer. The parsonage is about finished and will be dedi- 
cated the first part of April. It was built at a cost of about $16,000.00, 
financed mostly by the American Mission Board. The church proper 
will cost approximately $80,000 complete and furnished. The first of 
November is the anticipated completion date. Ground was broken for 
the church in February. The church has only been organized since April 
1952, and now has a membership of 134. The congregation itself has 
invested $8,000 for the land on which the church and parsonage will 
stand, and have an additional $4,000 in their building fund. The average 
attendance in Sunday School is 40 and the Women’s Missionary Society 
and the Brotherhood have about 19 members each. The need for a 
church building in Great Bend is critical. The congregation has been 
meeting in the Armory, which itself is now under complete alteration 
making it difficult to arrange for services. Since the congrégation is 
undertaking such an extensive building program at an early age the fi- 
nancial load is very heavy. In order to secure a loan of such dimensions 
from the Church Extension Funds, the Synodical Board had to pledge 


at least a $700.00 grant to the church. 

The Stillwater-Perry parish has been vacant since January Ist. Pas- 
tor Alfred A. Duis has accepted a call effective May 31st. | 

The Niobrara-Lindy parish has been vacant since early last fall. 


Our mission pastors and mission congregations have earned the sup- 
port, the prayers, and commendations of our Synod for their great 


strides and manifest stewardship and faith. 
Recommendation: That Synod approve the grant of $700,00 to the 
congregation at Great Bend, Kansas, and approve the taking of these 


funds from whatever sources are available. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Fugo H. F. Welchert, Secretary. 


~ 
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Synodical Home Missions Financial Report 
Synodical Church Extension Fund 


Balance received May 31, 1982 $1,365.73 
Deer Stillwater Bldg. fund 549.89 
United Luth. Lincoln 150.00 
Balance in Extension Fund January 5, 195333. $2,065.62 
General Fund—Home Mission Board 
Balance received May 31, 198iddḿ᷑W—ů—U— $1,151.71 
Received from Synodical Treasurer 1,885.00 


($360 from WMS, $25 from St. Mark’s 
Bloomfield included in above figure) 


Total Receipts plus balance receive! 33,036.71 
DISBURSEMENTS (since May 1952) 
Lindy-Niobrara Parish ......................... $ 225.00 
Lincoln-United House EEK 300.00 
Great Bend, Kansas, St. Marks . 317.70 
Lodgepole-Chappell Paris 689.28 
49.80 
61.80 
6.90 
Balance on Hand (General Fund) January $1,386.23 
Total Balance in Pender State Bank January 5, 1953, as verified 

by bank statement of January 5, 1933222 $3,451.85 


W. E. Rowoldt, Treasurer, 
Synodical Home Mission Board. 


Audited by the Finance Committee of The Midwest Synod at Hast- 


ings, February 4, 1953. 
Carl Grothen, Chairman 
Rev. R. L. Jobman 
Wm. Horst 
The recommendation was adopted. 


Dr. Knudsen, a secretary on the Board of American Missions was 
introduced. He spoke to Synod Convention. 


The tellers reported on the second ballot for lay member on the 
Executive Board. There was no election. 


The motion prevailed to adjourn. 
The session was closed with a prayer by the Convention Chaplain 


FOURTH SESSION 
Wednesday Afternoon, 2:00 P.M. 


The session was opened with prayer by the Chaplain. 

The minutes of the second session were approved as presented. 

The Committee on Reference and Council presented its report. 
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The recommendation for a change in the order of business was 
adopted. 
The Committee on Lay Credentials moved seating as lay delegates 


the following: Mr. Robert R. Schultze, Creston, Nebraska, and Mr. Wes- 
ley Cradduck of Ohiowa, Nebraska. The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


Your Committee has examined the reports of the Statistician and to 
the best of our knowledge have found it to be accurately and carefully 
compiled. 


We commend the pastors who sent in their reports before the dead 
line and we would encourage all pastors and congregations to make an 
earnest effort to send their reports before the deadline. 


We recommend: 


1. That the first paragraph of the Statistician’s Report be omitted 
from the Synodical printed minutes. 


2. That Synod encourage all pastdérs to attempt to make their re- 
ports as accurate and punctual as possible. 


3. That the Statistician be commended for his work and the Synod 
show their appreciation by a rising vote of thanks. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. F. V. Churchill, Chairman 
C. R. Goldenstein, Secretary 
G. Van Boening 
Fred Liebschwager 
Otto C. Weber. 


Recommendation No. 1 was lost. 
Recommendation No. 2. was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 


The Report of the Nebraska Lutheran Welfare Council and Depart- 
ments was presented. 


REPORT OF THE NEBRASKA LUTHERAN WELFARE COUNCEHL 


Since our Synod is not an official member of this Council, we are 
represented on the Council and its departments by “friendly visitors.” 
It is, therefore, interesting to know that Pastor Karl Konig, who was 
elected Vice-President, became the President of the Council last year 
upon the removal of the President from the State of Nebraska. 


The constitution has now been amended to make it possible for our 
Synod to affiliate with the Council in an advisory capacity, if it so de- 
sires. 


The Lutheran Children’s Home Society in Omaha (Missouri Synod) 
reports that it continues as a child placing agency for all Lutherans in Ne- 
braska. The Immanuel Deaconess Institute (Augustana Church) in Omaha 
is also a child placing agency, but receives very few referrals for placing 
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children. An attempt is being made to find a solution to the problem 


of Lutheran Child Welfare in Nebraska. At this time the solution has 


not been found. The problem arises from the fact that the Lutheran 
Children’s Home Society is governed by a Board consisting only of 
members of the Missouri Synod and for that reason is getting very little 
financial support from other Lutheran groups. This past year our Synod 
contributed $400 to the Lutheran Children’s Home Society. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Lorin John Wolff. 


The motion prevailed to receive this report as information with 
thanks. 

The Report of the Representative to Midland Assembly was pre- 
sented. | | 
REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVE TO MIDLAND ASSEMBLY 

Midland Summer Assembly For All Church Workers was held in 
1952 from Monday, August llth, to Friday, August 15th. 
A very fruitful and inspirational program was presented. 


Morning Devotions at 7:30 were conducted by the Rev. Frederick D. 
Boldt, D.D., of Fremont. He based his messages on the themes, “Our 
Responsibilities: 1. To Ourselves, 2. To Youth, 3. To Church, 4. To 
World, 5. To Christ.” 


Breakfast was served at the College Commons. 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
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Credit Courses were offered from E:30 A.M. to 10:10 A.M. as fol- 
lows: “Bible (Pastoral epistles)” by The Rev. Richard Syre; “Guiding 
Children in Christian Growth,” Catherine Juram; “Brief Survey of New 
— eosn by Sister Bernice Pantel; “Church Music,” by Mrs. John 

erson. 


From 8:30 A.M. to 10:10 A.M, there were also lectures by The Rev. 


Clifton M. Weihe of the Board of Social Missions. 


The Pastor’s Hour under the very able leadership of The Rev. H. 
Grady Davis, D.D., of the faculty of the Chicago Theological Seminary 


was held each day at 10:30 to 12:00 noon. His presentations and dis- 


cussions were very interesting and of special benefit to the pastors. 


The picnic on the Central Seminary Campus on Tuesday eve 
and the Assembly Banquet on Thursday evening highlighted some o 
the evening sessions. 


About 250 to 275 persons attended the Assembly Sessions. The As- 


sembly is financed by donations from various congregations. It is sug- 


gested that the various auxiliaries each donate something towards its 
support. When a congregation, together with its organizations donates 
at least $50.00 or more it is entitled to send two persons to the assembly 
with board and room free. | 


The program for 1953 promises to be a very worthwhile one. One of 
the speakers that will have charge of the Pastors’ Hour will be The 
Rev. Robert E. Van Deusen, our correspondent at Washington, D. C. | 


* , Herman Joens, Representative to the 
Midland Assembly from the Midwest Synod. 


~ 
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The Committee on Lutheran Student Work reported. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN STUDENT WORK 


Your committee is happy to report that the first unit of the New 
Student House has been completed and was made ready for use and 
occupancy last Fall. It is the joy and pride of every Lutheran student 
who enters through its doors. 


This new Student Center has given the work among Lutheran stu- 
dents new impetus and enthusiasm, it has given our students a place of 
recognition on the Uni. Campus and added prestige to the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Association. It has opened to our student pastor new avenues of 
service and greater vistas of opportunity. It stands as an edifice of 
beauty and of functional purpose and will fittingly serve as a monu- 
ment to the Church’s love and concern for the spiritual nurture of her 
sons and daughters at our State University. 


The debt that now remains is small when compared to the total 
cost, and that debt could be liquidated promptly if the funds pledged 
for this building by all synods participating in this work would come 
forth shortly. 


Our Synod’s delinquency amounts to $4368.00. In other words we 
have thus far paid $7,132.25 of a total pledge of $11,500.00. Percentage 
wise our deficit is not as great as that of several other synods, but it is 
disturbing to your committee because there are several of our congre- 
gations which have done little or nothing for this very important under- 
taking. The small sum of $1.05 per confirmed member is all that was 
expected for this building. The delinquent congregations have been re- 
minded by letters from this committee and we do earnestly hope that 
the much needed funds will be forthcoming. 


There are one or more students from every congregation in the Uni- 
versity and you can imagine how good it makes them feel and how 
proud when they come to this new Student house for Bible study or 
some other occasion, and they know that their home church has paid its 
full share toward the cost of that fine building. On the other hand it 
would be very embarrassing for a student to discover that his home 
church has done very little or nothing, in making this important minis- 
try to students possible. 


For the year 1952 the budget allowance for this committee’s work 
was $600.00. This amount is to be raised on the basis of 5c per confirmed 
member, and paid through the synodical apportionment. Opr Synod 
fell $150.00 short of that amount in 1952. 


The budget of the Lutheran Student Foundation is so closely cal- 
culated that it allows practically no margin of deviation, which in turn 
means that a deficit on the part of even one synod would embarrass the 
treasury of the foundation. 


This situation has prompted the Executive Committee of the Foun- 
dation to request all supporting synods to increase the grant in aid 
from 5 cents to 7 cents per confirmed member. 

We implore those congregations which have not yet paid their quota 
toward the building fund of the Foundation to do so very soon. The 
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building and maintenance costs must be met with borrowed money 
until the full support of the churches is given. 


Presented along with this report of your committee is the report 
of the Student Pastor, Rev. Alvin Petersen. 


Following is a financial report of this committee, reporting only on 
funds channeled through its treasury, during 1952. 


Balance brought forward Jan. 1, 1982 $ 25.00 
Received from Synod Budget im 1952 200.000... 300.00 
Total $325.00 

Paid to Lutheran Student Foundation . nae 300.00 
8 25.00 
Respectfully submitted by 


H. M. Goede, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Lutheran Student Foundation, Inc. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


On November 2, 1952, the Lutheran Student Foundation dedicated 
the first and main unit of the Lutheran Student House at the main 
campus of the University of Nebraska. The realization of this goal 
marks a distinct milestone in the history of our Lutheran ministry to 
students in Lincoln. The building was designed by Mr. Arthur Duer- 
schner, Lutheran alumnus of the University of Nebraska. The architec- 
tural firm is Clark and Enersen, where Mr. Duerschner is employed. 
The construction was done by the Olson Construction Company of Lin- 
com whose president, Mr. Carl Olson, is also a Lutheran alumnus of 
University of Nebraska. 


The contract for the first unit with the Olson Construction Com- 
pany, on a cost basis with a fixed fee, was stipulated at a maximum cost 
of $97,696.00. The actual cost to February 1 is $87,351.36, or a saving of 
approximately $10,000.00. This saving is significant in that extra work 
was done amounting to over $1,500.00 which was not originally included 
in the contract. 


— 9 is a financial summary of the Building Project as of * 
15, 19 


Expenditures: 
Cost of building (Ist unit). ............................ 87,351.36 
Architect's fee 4,400.00 
Promotion, insurance, gas and phone installation, 
sodding, etc. .... — 1,974.42 
Cost of furniture and equipment e 


Only a a few hundred dollars remain 
= * on accounts not submitted by 


— 


Receipts: 


ALS $ 65,000.00 
Churches in Nebraska $1/member goal . 

Nebr. Conference, Augustana (11,500.00) 8,789.14 . 

Nebr. Synod, ULCA (22,500.00) 3,620.61 | 

Midwest Synod, ULCA * (11,500.00) 7,132.25 

Dist. No. 7, DELC ( 1,000.00) 214.50 

Nebr. Dist., UELC ( 2,800.00) 2,805.00 

ELC Churches in Nebr. ( 2,000.00) 994.09 23,555.59 
Other sources (individuals, organizations, etc.) 14,524.06 
Loan 15,000.00 

118.079. 


Church, the Central District’s share of one dollar per confirmed mem- 
ber of approximately $17,500.00 is included in the grant from the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. 


The Midwest Synod, ULCA, has contributed $7,132.25 of its antici- 
pated goal of $11,500.00. 


The completed project calls for a second unit to the preseht struc- 

ture. This unit will be an assembly-wing to be built for multiple pur- 
poses such as large worship services, conferences, banquets,.and socials. 
The Foundation hopes to add this unit in the near future. When the 
churches of Nebraska have completed their goals of $1.00 per confirmed 
member, the Foundation should have approximately $10,00000 to be 
used for the construction of the wing. When the request for $1.00 per 
member was presented to the Nationa] Lutheran Council church bodies 
in Nebraska, the assembly-wing was included in the plans. 


The response on the part of students to our new Lutheran Student 
House has been very good. Attendance at all services and activities has 
increased. Our ministry includes the areas of preaching, teaching, call- 
ing, counseling, and recruiting. Our program affords a study, 
evangelism, service, and recreation. 


The weekly schedule includes: Sunday morning Bible classes, Lu- 
theran Student Association meetings Sunday evening, Tuesday vespers, 
Thursday matins, Christianity courses, socials, and afternoon fellowship 
hours. There is also a Mr. and Mrs. Club, a Grad-Alumni group, and a 
faculty group. The Lutheran Student Choir of 40 voices makes Sunday 
visits to nearby congregations. Students are active in service projects, 
such as weekly visitations to nursing homes and participating in Sun- 
day School teaching and choir in local churches. Besides the services 
and activities at the new student house, the Foundation maintains a 
rented student house near the College of Agriculture which also serves 
students from Wesleyan University. This Ag student house is cared for 
by Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Johnson, formerly of Wausa. 


The staff consists of Pastor Alvin M. Petersen and a graduate-as- 
sistant, Miss Audrey Mortvedt. Miss Mortvedt lives at the Ag student 
house and Pastor Petersen and family live at and manage the new 
Lutheran Student House. 


The current operating budget for 1953 is $10,120.00. Of this amount, 
$4,300.00 will come from the Division of Student Service of the Na- 
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tional Lutheran Council. The church groups of Nebraska are contribut- 
ing on the basis of de per confirmed member, an expected total of $3,520. 
Most of the balance must be raised from special gifts and memberships 
in the Foundation. 


The ministry to students is a strategic mission of the Lutheran 
Church. The cooperative efforts by National Lutheran Council churches 
are paying dividends far in excess of the financial expenditures. The 
Lutheran Student Foundation and the Division of Student Service ex- 
press to pastors and congregations of the Midwest Synod, ULCA, sin- 
cere gratitude for their interest and support 


Alvin M. Petersen, 
Lutheran Pastor for Students. 


Pastor Alvin Petersen, Lutheran Pastor for students at Lincoln, 
Nebraska, was introduced and spoke to Synod Convention. 


The third ballot for laymen on the Executive Board was ordered. 


The motion prevailed that if there is no election on this ballot that 
the succeeding ballot be limited to the two receiving the highest num- 
ber of votes. 


The Report of the Parish Education Committee was presented. 


REPORT OF PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


The Parish Education Committee has held two regularly called 
meetings during the year in order to consider some of the general prob- 
lems of our work. The following we would like to report to Synod. 


Just about the time of the last Synodical meeting the committee 
arranged for six Institutes for Vacation Church Schools to be held in 
different areas of the Synod. A summary of the itinerary shows that 
36 congregations were represented with 34 pastors present and a total 
attendance of 341 persons. We are of the opinion that these were very 
helpful for our congregations. 


During the year 1953 we are attempting to assist in the arranging 
for parish studies of educational problems in our congregations. As of 
the date of this report the response has not been as good as we had 
hoped. However, those who have planned the program in our Synod 
will be taken care of. Some few others might be accommodated if they 
contact the chairman. 


The chairman of the committee was in attendance at the Regional 
Conference on Parish Education at Maywood, Illinois, June 17-18, 1952. 


It is hoped that another member of the committee can attend the meet- 
ing in 1953. 


We have been encouraged by the growth of the movement for Va- 
cation Church Schools in our parishes. The committee at its last meet- 
ing has authorized one of its members to make a card survey of the 
Vacation Schools in our parishes during the next summer. We hope 
this has your whole-hearted co-operation. Our statistics are so meager 
on this program that we feel this will be a help to all of us. 


The Northeast Nebraska Sunday School Association was held at 
Gretna before the opening of school in 1952. It was well organized and 
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well attended. The Southeast Association met in Beatrice and had a 
successful session. No particular reports of these associations were sent 
to this committee. 


Summary Report of Audio-Visual Film Library 


Membership and Maintenance Fees $ 88.50 

Received from Synodical Treasurer . RT 

Paid out for Film Strips — . 

Paid for Printing, Postage and Supplies . — 
8187.69 

Balance January 1, 1% 


A summary report proves encouraging with 13 memberships having 
been paid by check and two by the don&tion of films. Five members 
paid their maintenance fee for 1953 before the end of the year. Ap- 
proximately 165 film strips were sent out during 1952. 


Since the beginning of 1953, 10 new memberships have been paid 
up, 6 being new ones. Five other congregations have used strips (main- 
ly synodical materials) but have paid no membership fee. Since the 
beginning of the year approximately 115 strips were sent out before 
March 25th. A contribution of one-half of the budget of the Synod for 
Visual Aids has come to the committee for 1953. With this additional 
fund eleven new film strips in the Life of Christ Series has been pur- 
chased and also strips on Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Prayer. The 
committee has decided that direct mail circularization of pastors and 
Sunday School superintendents will bring these before those who will 
use them. This will eliminate several pages in our synodical report. 


The Committee and Mrs. Ernest Stuehmer of Scribner, Nebr., the 
director of the Visual Aid Library, would welcome any requests or sug- 
gestions for specific film strips. This will be a help in getting materials 
useful to the Synod. 


The Committee does not have any recommendations. 


For the Committee, 
A. C. Baughman, Chairman 
Carl Goede 
Herman Joens 
Martin Rettig. 


| Dr. G. Wiencke, member of the Board of Parish Education, ULCA, 
spoke to Synod Convention. 


The tellers reported on the third ballot for laymen on the Executive 
Board. There was no election. 


The fourth ballot was ordered. 


Dr. O. K. Jensen, presented the second part of his report as repre- 
‘sentative from the ULCA. 


He summarized this presentation stating, “the responsibilities of 
Christian Citizenship are many—let us pray without ceasing that we 
might be raised to the level of our duties and responsibilities.” 


— 
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The tellers reported. Mr. William Horst having received the neces- 
sary majority, was declared elected as lay member on the Executive 
Board. 


The Convention recessed for 10 minutes. 


The Report of the President of the Women’s Missionary Society was 
presented and received by vote. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE WOMEN’S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The WMS brings greetings to the Midwest Synod in its 64th annual 
convention. | 


Your organization the WMS has been reporting increases every year 
for some time, and we are indeed thankful that such has been the case. 
This year, we again report an increase in all departments. 


We have four new societies that are organized in the congregations 
at Great Bend, Kansas; Platte Center, Nebraska; Yutan, Nebraska, and 
in the Ridgeley congregation at Scribner, Nebraska. The total member- 
ship of these new societies is 99. We now have 1376 members in the 53 


Societies in 48 congregations of our Synod. We look forward to being 


able to found societies in the 26 congregations who at the present do not 


have societies. Our 1376 members are an increase of 41% over the mem- 


bership reported in 1950. 


Our income of the past year is over $13,000, $2,000 more than we 
could report last year and $4,000 more than we reported the year before. 
The women of the Missionary Society are very happy over this growth 
that the Lord has given us. Our prayer is that the Lord would give us 
strength to serve Him even more in the coming years. 


We are planning spring rallies for 1954. 


Our convention in 1952 was held in Our Redeemer’s Lutheran 


Church of Wayne, Nebraska, the Rev. S. K. de Freese, pastor. There 
were 410 delegates and visitors registered. 


Our 1953 convention will be held at Messiah Lutheran Church at 
Grand Island, Nebr., the Rev. Mr. Martin Schroeder, Jr., pastor, on 
September 29-30. 


We ask that the members of Synod continue to pray for us and 


our work. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. W. Churchill. 


The Secretary on Deaconess Work presented his report. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR DEACONESS WORK 


Again we present to you a report of the Board of our U.L.C.A. 
Deaconess work. More people have heard of the Diaconate in the past 
two years than possibly in all the years of its previous history. Since the 
beginning of our expanded program of promotion in the fall of 1951, 


our field secretaries have had congregational itineraries thro twen- 
ty-one district synods. * 
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We believe the itinerary through our synod by Sister Ev 
royd in April and May of 1951 will bear much fruit as the Board is 
corresponding with quite a number of girls in our synod as a result of 
that itinerary. May it be continued! 


We regret that no young women of our Midwest Synod are in 
aration for the diaconate, but are looking hopefully towards the 
year. 

By action of the Church at the 1952 Convention, the diaconate is 
now open to young women who feel called to serve as deaconesses, but 
who prefer to wear civilian clothes and receive a salary. The old tradi- 


tional pattern of the diaconate also will be retained. Just ask for in- 
formation, it will gladly be given! 


The Baltimore institution is now located on Boyce Avenue, Ruxton 
4, Maryland (Suburban Baltimore), on thirty-eight beautiful acres with 
buildings and equipment more functional than the former property was. 
The old property was sold for $490,000.00, the new property was pur- 
chased for $245,000.00. A small chapel is still needed. Interested friends 
are contributing to our chapel fund. The Deaconess Board is investing 
a part of the funds received from the sale of our former property so 
2 additional cost of upkeep on the extensive new property can 

covered. 


The Philadelphia Motherhouse was the recipient of a beautiful 
estate in Gladwyn, Pennsylvania (suburban Philadelphia). This estate 
is valued at one million dollars. The Motherhouse, our school, expects 
to move to its new home during the summer. 


Large electrified shadow boxes containing colored transparencies 
of the new institutions are prepared for display purposes at synods and 
conventions. We hope that eventually they will be displayed before all 
Synods. 


There are 36 deaconess students and 10 special students preparing 
as lay workers this year. These come from 18 synods. One special stu- 
dent is from China. The Baltimore school also conducts a night school 
and a summer session. You will be notified of the dates for 1953. There 
were 74 students preparing through the Balfimore school program in 
1952. The demands for deaconesses and for lay women workers con- 
tinue to outnumber the recruits. 


New leaflets will be available in June, the month for the promo- 
tion of deaconess work. Please ask for them. 


Available now is a new film strip entitled: “Freddie finds a New 
Way.” This we would recommend for children, as well as young people 
and adults. Operation time—10 minutes—rental, 780 plus postage, or 
purchase price—$2.50 with printed script. 

1949 marked a hundred years of deaconess service in America. 


Since then 21 consecrated deaconesses have been sent out. A new pic- 
_ torial leaflet will be distributed at Synod. 


We are very happy to report to you about this blessed work of our 
Board. Thanks to you all who helped the work along by prayer, service 
in any way, and your contributions. God bless us all in His service! 


Respectfully submitted, | 
J. A. Bahnsen, Secretary. 
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The Report of the Representatives to the Luther League was pre- 
sented. 


REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


During the past year, the Luther League of the Synod in the Mid- 
west has made, we feel, a satisfactory record. Our annual convention 
was held at Russell, Kansas, on August 12, 13, 14. The registration 
totaled 336, while over 400 persons were being served at several meals. 
There were at that time 45 active Luther Leagues. Representatives from 
32 of these attended the convention. Three new leagues were recog- 
nized: Niobrara Luther League of Niobrara, St. Paul’s Luther League 
of Glenvil, and Zion Luther League of Wakeeney. The treasurer re- 
ported that the budget had been topped by 29%. The $200 scholarship | 
‘was awarded to Dean Sudman. 7 


A new addition to the synodical league program was a presidents 
conference held at Creston on March 7 and 8. The aim of this confer- 
ence was to better acquaint the presidents with league work and to 
discuss mutual problems in order that the local league program might 
be more effective. Forty-nine attended the conference. 


The synodical league has also made available to the local leagues 
the services of a group of the~executive committee known as Junket- 
eers who will visit local leagues and help them with their problems, 
upon request. ; 

The Luther League of America’s missionary project for 1951-53 is 
contributing $27,000.00 to help build a boys’ school in Argentina. The 
Midwest’s quota of $869.00 has been met. Part of the funds now con- 


tributed are being sent to Midwest missionaries in British Guiana and 
Argentina. 


The 1953 convention will be held at Midland College on August 17, 
18, 1% The theme is: “Serve Our Savior.” The National Convention is 
at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, August 10-15. We urge all congre- 
gations to send representatives to these events. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Pastoral Advisers to the Midwest League 
Ralph Ritzen and Philip Biblehimer, 

in cooperation with Dean Sudman, 
president of the Synodical Luther League. 


The Report of the President of the Brotherhood was presented. 


REPORT OF THE MIDWEST BROTHERHOOD 


The Midwest Synodical Brotherhood brings greetings Synod at 
its 64th Annual Convention. 1 ol 


After another very successful Convention held at St. Mark’s Lu- 
theran Church, Bloomfield, Sept. 26th, 1952, we can bring another very 
encouraging report of the Midwest Synodical Brotherhood. 
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At this Convention delegates from twenty-three Brotherhoods of a 
membership of twenty-seven, responded to roll call. Our total member- 
ship now numbers 734. Four new Brotherhoods were accepted, namely, 
St. John’s, Russell, Kansas; Zion’s, Hanover, Kansas; Messiah, Grand 
Island, Nebraska; and Christ Lutheran, Pierce, Nebraska. 


Financially our Brotherhood has certainly grown. Our treasurer 
reported receipts of $2,420.13, disbursements $1,488.15, leaving a balance 
of $931.98. 


Benevolent contributions during the past year were given to Lu- 
theran Student Center $100.00, Nebraska Lutheran Welfare Council 
$300.00, and $50.00 to the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement. 


A special project of $2000.00 was pledged for the next two years 
‘for the purpose of furnishing the Chapel at the Lutheran Student Cen- 
ter at Lincoln. $995.00 of this amount has been forwarded to date. 


Our 1953 Convention will be held September 25th at St. Paul's. 
Leigh, Nebr. The Rev. Warren Churchill, pastor. We extend a sincere 
invitation to the pastors and laymen of the Midwest Synod, to meet 
with us at the 1953 Convention. We certainly do realize that the Church 
needs consecrated men who are willing to give of their time, talents and 
worldly goods. 

We thank God for His blessings and pray for a continued interest 
and growth in Brotherhood work. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Wm. H. Suhr, 
Brotherhood President. 


The following recommendation was moved and seconded: 


“I recommend that Synod stress the vital need of Brotherhoods in 
congregations where such an organization is at present non-existent. 
Brotherhoods or men’s organizations help to foster an intelligent and 

appreciative understanding of the whole work of the whole church.” 


The recommendation was adopted. 
The election of the Statistician was ordered. 


The Merger Committee continued its report. 


The Proposed Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States (see appendix pages 1-31) was accepted by motion as hav- 
ing been read, and presented as an official amendment to our present 
constitution, with the signatures of 86 qualified delegates. The resolution 
on page 33 of the appendix was presented with the blanks properly filled 
out. 

The tellers reported on the ballot for Statistician. Pastor E. C. Han- 
sen having received the necessary majority was declared elected Statis- 
tician, Necrologist and Archivist. 


The Report of the Delegates to the ULCA Convention was pre- 
sented. 
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REPORT ON THE EIGHTEENTH BIENNIAL CONVENTION 
OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


Seattle, Washington, October 8-15, 1952 


Our Synod was represented at the convention by Lay-delegates: 
Walter Jobman, Carl Grothen, William Horst, Gene Brack, August Brei, 
and Fred Born, and by Pastors: Lorin Wolff, Werner Welchert, E. C. 
Hansen, Herman Goede, Hugo Welchert, and Norman Schroeder. 


The convention was attended by 314 clergymen and 309 laymen, 
a total of 623 official delegates representing 33 synods. Representatives 
from affiliated churches included Andhra Church of India, Japan, Brit- 
ish Guiana, and Liberia. It is conservatively estimated that at least 500 
visitors were present. 


President Dr. Franklin C. Fry’s searching exposition of the text 
“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind” at the opening service, and Pastor Harold R. Al- 
berts’ ministries as chaplain at the convention were a blessing to all in 
attendance. 


We report the following actions, decisions and information of our 
Church: 


1. Reception of the 34th synod, the Caribbean Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod. 


2. Concerning Principles and Procedures Relating to the Establish- 
ment of New Missions by Linguistic Synods, Convention set up 
exactly the same procedure for the planting of a mission by a 
linguistic synod as exists for synods which have no bilingual in- 
terests, providing only that an understanding be worked out 
through U.L.C.A. officers and the synod upon whose territory 
it is proposed to locate the new mission. 


3. By a vote of 343 to 198 the Common Service Book Committee 
was instructed “to request the Joint Commissions on the Liturgy 
and Hymnal to have printed in the new service book the text 
of the Revised Standard Version of the stated lessons for the 
day.” 


4. Beginning January 1, 1954, the basis of Contributory Pensions 
shall be changed from a four per cent to an eight per cent of 
total pastor’s salary given by the congregation; the pastor’s pro- 
portion will remain at four per cent. The name of the board is 
now “Board of Pensions of the U.L.C.A.” instead of the former 
“Board of Pensions and Relief.” 


5. Our Church accepted the invitation to begin the work of mis- 
sions in Malaya. ; 


6. The title “Parish and Church School Board” was changed to 
“The Board of Parish Education of the U.L.C.A.” 


7. Recommendations of the Deaconess Board that deaconesses be 
permitted to serve either with or without garb and under either 


a “cooperative system” or on a “salary basis” were adopted. 
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8. Membershir to the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement ¢limbed to 
1,318 during the Convention. 


9. To the Board of Social Missions was given the assignment to 
prepare a study concerning the need and cost of an intensive 
church-wide evangelism program. 


10. The Board of American Missions was called upon to expand 
church extension programs, to stimulate benevolence giving 
through special literature, and to consider whether a special 
appeal for church extension funds is necessary. | 


11. Toronto for the next U.L.C.A. convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Hugo H. F. Welchert, Delegate. 


The Report of the Secretary of Social Missions was presented. 


REPORT ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


Social Missions deals with “the practical expression of the spiritual 
life of the Church.” It rightfully has a place in the life of a person 
when as a Christian he becomes aware that he is a child of God and that 
‘all men are potentially co-heirs with Christ Jesus. Social Missions then 
is the organized concern for the whole man as a person and as he is re- 
zated to other men and to his God. 


Now certainly this attitude has been practiced in the Church long 
before a Board of Social Missions existed. But because of the growing 
complexity of inter-dependence in modern human life, some expressions 
of basic concepts and specific studies have necessitated the establish- 
ment of the Board of Social Missions as a special arm of the Church. 


| It is the duty of the Board to provide information. For several 
years now, the Board has offered material for the study of the United 
Nations and World Order. Some packets are available for those who 
desire to obtain this information. During February, every pastor re- 
ceived material on Race and Cultural Relations, including the statement 
made by the Board of Social Missions on Human Relations. 


| Before the national elections a folder was offered for less than cost 
which was entitled, “What the Christian Can Do in 1952.” The infor- 
mative packet on Marriage and Family Life is still offered for $1.00— 
again less than cost. This material could be used by study groups in the 
churches or be kept as source material for counseling by pastors, June 
8-12 of this year, in response to a mandate from the church, the Board 
will conduct a school on Industrial Relations at Muhlenberg Coll 
Allentown, Pa. | 
| On the Synodical level, one mailing has been sent to Nebraska pas- 
— relative to the proposed relaxation of the gambling laws of the 
te. 


Respectfully submitted, | 
Robert C. Shirck, Secretary. 
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Mr. Barth invited Synod for the 1954 Convention in behalf of Mes- 
siah Lutheran Church, Grand Island, Nebraska. 


Dr. E. J. Amend invited the Synod for the 1954 Convention in be- 
half of the Lutheran Church at Wisner. 


It was moved to vote by ballot. Thirty-two in favor, 18 against. 


The Committee on Reference and Council moved to extend the 
time for 25 minutes and to eliminate the Wednesday evening session. 


Mr. Carl Olsen of Fremont was welcomed. 


The tellers reported that the majority votes were cast for Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Grand Island, Nebraska, as the 1954 Convention site. 
Messiah Church of Grand Island was announced as the 1954 Convention 
site. 

Pastor A. Duis moved to reconsider the Report of Central Lutheran 
Seminary Directors. It was seconded and carried. 


The following recommendation was moved and seconded: 


“That we recommend that the Midwest Synod advise our repre- 
sentatives of our Seminary Board to study the possibility of in- 


ternship of Seminary students prior to the senior year in Seminary.” 


It was moved to amend by substituting the words “the Committee 
on the Ministry” for the words “our representatives of our Seminary 
Board.” The amendment was seconded and carried. 


The amended recommendation was adopted. 


The meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer by the Con- 
vention Chaplain. 


FIFTH SESSION 
Thursday Morning, May 21, 1953 
Devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain, Pastor F. W. 
Henkel, with Pastor Ralph Ritzen preaching the sermon. 
The roll of clerical members and lay delegates was called. 
The minutes of the third session were approved as presented. 


The motion prevailed to seat Dr. Young, Superintendent of Tabitha 
Home as an advisory member. 


The Report of Tabitha Home Trustees was presented. 


REPORT OF TABITHA HOME TRUSTEES 
For the Year 1952 


Tabitha Home is grateful to Almighty God for His continued bless- 
ings and guidance in the work of mercy that has been carried on at our 
Home. The past year has given evidence that His helping hand is with 
those who serve His people who are in need. With humility therefore 
we submit this report for your consideration. 
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We have been keenly aware of the fact that Tabitha has many loyal 
and generous friends. Many cash gifts, bequests, gifts of food, clothing, 
sundries and furnishings from congregations, synodical organizations and 
community groups have enabled us to carry on the work af mercy 
among children and aged folks. May God richly bless those who have 
served Him. 

The demand for work among aged people grows greater month by 
month. With hundreds of requests for admission to our Home, we could 
care for only fourteen in the past year. This is indeed a sad situation. 
A detailed report of this department as well as the Children’s Depart- 
ment is in this report. 


We have made contacts with many congregations and all supporting 
Synods in the past year. These contacts have proven to be very helpful 
in increasing interest in this work. While no solicitation has been ¢ar- 
ried on, yet there has been a notable increase in funds received from 
congregations. We plan to continue the program of reporting to congre- 
gations in the current year. 


The report on finances is found in the Auditor’s Report which is 
available for your study. 


| Children’s Department 

In our Children’s Homes at Tabitha as of January 1, 1952, we had 
21 children, i. e., 12 boys and 8 girls. We were also keeping in touch with 
three older children in private homes over a period of years. One of 
them, a boy of 18, graduated from high school in May and is living on 
a farm in the same community; a girl nearing 20, is now working in @ 
private home, and has been receiving casework services through L.C.H.S. 
since she is in Omaha. The younger boy who has been with this same 
family for ten years is in high school, and happy in this family situation. 
This total of 24 children under supervision represented 11 families. 


During the year we received 18 children and 15 were dismissed to 
return to the home of their parents or guardian. These were family 
groups of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 children dismissed. The total number of fam- 
ilies given service was 19. Of the total number of children cared for, 
all were either of Lutheran background or were baptized while at Ta- 
bitha, except for several more recently received. | 


At the close of 1952, we had 24 children in our homes (12 boys and 
12 girls). Our capacity is 37. 


All of our children have received regular dental care, and medical 
and eye care as needed. They have all been in good health throughout 
the year, for which we are truly grateful. . 


Seven of our younger children spent two months at Camp Imman- 
uel, and four were in private vacation homes. : 


The children have again had the opportunity of taking private piano 
lessons. Our girls belong to Campfire and Bluebird groups, and our 
boys to the Scouts and Grey Y groups. Several of our older girls and 
boys are members of our Church Choirs, while three of our oldest boys 
have been chosen as regular members of the All-City High School Choir. 
Our older boys also have paper routes. Church and civic groups have 
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done fine things for our children at various intervals during the year, 
and especially at the holiday seasons. The children enjoyed their an- 
nual birthday party and furnished a delightful and impressive Christmas 
program for the aged department. 


All of our children have received regular casework services, and 
casework services have been given to over 110 noted inquiries either as 
office calls or by phone, and other than to families whose children en- 
tered Tabitha Home. Many of these calls were regarding adoption and 
procedures for same, and others came from persons who wished coun- 
seling, regarding family problems and disturbances, even though they 
did not involve placement of younger children. 


In both of our Children’s Homes the dining room equipment is in- 
adequate and the rooms are unattractive. It is very necessary that more 
pleasant surroundings be arranged for this purpose and that new furni- 
ture be purchased for these rooms. Our girls dining room and library 
have been redecorated, and rearranged. They have a new record player 
and radio in their building also. T-V sets are on order for both build- 
ings. A new refrigerator has also been purchased for the boys’ kitchen, 
but there is still need of either an electric or gas stove in their kitchen. 
The Boys’ Home has received its attractive new lounge furnishings, and 
twelve new bed units (beds, springs and mattresses) have been placed 
in their sleeping rooms. 


Tabitha Home faces the same situation as other Private Child-Car- 
ing and Child Placing Agencies and institutions in so far as we are not 
running to full capacity. This seems to be the general picture through- 
out the country, according to reports from our Nebraska State Child 
Welfare Department, and those in charge of Children’s Institutions and 
Agencies. 


It seems that families are better situated financially at this time 
and have better housing facilities, thus can place their children in the 
Day Care schools and have them at home at night and week-ends while 
parents work. The Catholic Charities in Lincoln report their whole case 
load has dropped and they feel that the better housing for families is 
helping families keep their children with them. 


Aged Department 


In our Aged Department at the beginning of 1952; there were 85 aged 
guests (53 women and 32 men). There was a total of 98 aged cared for 
during the year. We received 6 women and 7 men, and 12 were taken 
in death, while three went into private nursing homes and 1 remarried. 
At the close of 1952 we have 52 in our Women’s Department and 30 in 
our Men’s Department, or a total of 82 aged guests. 


Of the total aged folks cared for, 76 were Lutheran and 22 non-Lu- 


theran (26 men and 50 women, Lutheran; 13 men and 9 women, non- 
Lutheran.) 


Of our total number of guests given service, 22 received O.A.A. 
Social Security or both, and 76 were able to pay their own care or were 


here on contract, on charity, or working for part of their care. 


During the year our aged folks have had much oyment from the 
T-V sets, one in each floor lounge. The women — several activity 
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groups, Le., their Missionary Society, Prayer Circle and their most 

cently organized Guild. Their Missionary Society is going eT its tenth 
year, sad there are about six remaining charter members. 

sionary group in cooperation with the Worker’s Conference 2 Ban 
sored the World Day of Prayer, the Lenten Week of Prayer Bervices 
and the Annual Thankoffering services held at the Home. These serv- 
ices were attended by both the aged men and women. Offerings re- 
ceived during the Lenten services amounting to $100.00 were t 

over to the Central Seminary, Fremont. Different outside speak 
took part in these Lenten Services. | 


Much has been done by outside groups, Church and civic in 
way of entertainment for our Aged folks. They have had a number 
movies shown and many fine musical entertainments given. Both 

and women had their annual Birthday Dinner parties. A special city 
bus was secured to take all of our aged folks who were able, on a city 
tour to see the Christmas lights. | 


Property Improvements 
In our Main Building dining room, we have placed 84 new chairs 
during this year. Four tables and 48 chairs were purchased for the new 
Recreation room, and three T.V. sets and an antenna valued at $1000.00, 
have been added to the Main building during the year. A new electric 
range was purchased for the main dining room kitchen. New lounge 
furniture has been placed on the Men’s floor. A public address system 
and hearing aides were installed in the Chapel, and a new deep-freeze 
room has been installed in the basement. Three blocks of paving ha 
been installed on the grounds and an extension of paving on the dri 
wey leading to the parsonage. . 
Our Grounds | 
_ Improvements continue to be made in the grounds and 
Considerable “fill-in” work has been done on low spots. More of the 
yard has been seeded down to grass and clover. The gardens afe 
er but yet quite ample. Improvements contemplated this year are: 
sign marking the entrance to Tabitha, refurnishing the dining rooms 
the Children’s Buildings, waterproofing the north side of the Main 
ae refurnishing the balcony in the Chapel, and necessary pointing 
on 
Our Staff 
Sister Eliza- 
beth Huth, now Mrs. Earl Hueser, resigned as of August 1, 1952. Miss 
Lydia Dern, who has served at Tabitha for many years, has been asked 
to fill her place. A Deaconess was not available last year. While many 
of our staff are new at their jobs, yet the work is being done in a fine 
way. We have arranged schedules of work so that there is more free 
time. Increases in salaries have helped to obtain workers. We are 
grateful to those on our staff who are putting forth every effort to make 
Tabitha a congenial home for life’s evening hours for our many aged 
The Tabitha Farm 
| The first year of Farm Management Supervision has not: produced 
a profit for the farm. Several factors entered into this situation. U 
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ease was found in our dairy herd and we had to sell’ some of our dairy 
stock. Some difficulties were experienced in getting cooperation from 
the tenant, however, a new tenant is on the place and we look for- 
ward to better operation in 1953. A full 4 — of farm operations 


is in the Auditor’s Report. 
Finances 


We present a brief summary of the Current Operating Fund. De- 
tails are to be found in the Complete Audit. 
Income Receipts: 


$50,895.64 
Income from 478.90 
Voluntary Contributions 42,044.29 
400.00 
̃è 6,000.00 
— — 134.648.32 
Disbursements 
| 
18,886.76 


$30,000.00 has been disbursed to Reserve and Depreciation Fund, 
and $5,000.00 has been disbursed to the Memorial Building Fund. The 
Cash Balance in our General Fund as of January 1, 1953, is $23,693.53. 


The Memorial Building Fund, to be used for a Workers Building, 
has a balance of $17,421.86. 


May the Lord continue to bless the Midwest Synod in all of its 
fields of service. 


Representing the Midwest Synod on the Tabitha Home Board of 
Directors and joining me in this report are: Pastor F. Henkel and Dr. 


Samuel Moessner. 
F. W. Nolte, Secretary. 
Dr. Young spoke to Synod Convention. 


The Report of the Agent for the sale of the History of Synod re- 
ported. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 


Your agent for the sale of the book “Story of the Midwest Synod” 
wishes to report that he has sold 150 books to Synod and cleared up all 
old accounts. And in addition, sold a few books. He has undertaken no 
extensive advertising or circularizing of sales promotion for the book, 
because there are not books left to make it pay. He has undertaken a 
very limited trial circularization of sales promotion among some Lu- 
theran pastors in Nebraska. 


There are over 160, books left to sell. 
Your Business Agent has received for 150 books from Synod $375 
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| Total $591 
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The Committee on Circulation of THE LUTHERAN presented its 
report. | 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE LUTHERAN 


Tour committee reports the following subscriptions received from 
our congregations as a result of “THE LUTHERAN Synodical Plan” 


through the months of December 1952, January 1953, and February 1953. 


* Denotes 100% coverage Last Year’s 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 1953 Sub. 
Bloomfield ..... . 45 50 
22 39 
Fontanelle ............ 16 16 
19 23 
Pierce ͤ „„ „ „ „ „ „ „„ „ 0 11 
20 36 
30 0 
49 94° 
Platte Centae 44° 44° 
70° 71° 


... 14 8 
Gothenburg ............. oe 28 18 
Gramd iTefand 42 44 
130˙ 127° 
Lodge Pole ..... 32 23 
15 13 


Paid to Treasurer of Synod 
Balance $ 20 
Respectfully submitted, 
! A. B. Lentz. 
Total 627 719 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE ' 
85 
| 


10 0 
Total 414 392 
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 

26 * 25° 
13 0 
Hanover ......... . 65 31 
27 
Oklahoma English es 4 44 34 
, 26 33 
Total 533 491 


Grand Total 1574 1607 
a Respectfully submitted, 
ae Norman E. Schroeder. 
The Committee on Evangelism presented an oral report. 
The Vice President was asked to take the chair. | 
The Committee on President’s Report presented its report. 


5 REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
| The Committee on the President’s Report submits the following 
report: | 
| The President is to be commended for his untiring efforts on behalf 
of Synod. | 


; We urge all pastors and congregations to continu their support to 
the President. wn 


| Together with the President, the Committee also urges all pastors 
and congregations to continue their emphasis on Evangelism and Stew- 
ardship. 


The Committee recommends the adoption of the two recommenda- 
tions submitted by the President. - | 


— — that the President be given a 
rising of thanks reciation for his serv 
and We app n for ice to Christ 


7 

| Z 
Respectfully submitted. 
| C. H. Goede 

R. M. Sauberzweig 

| P. C. Biblehimer 
| A. G. Heyne. 
86 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 


Recommendation No. 2 was presented. 


It was moved and seconded to amend by stating that this matter be 
assigned to a central committee appointed by the President for their 


presentation and leading of discussions at the conferences. The amend- 


ment was lost. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 
The Committee on Letters and Communications presented its report. 


COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 
We note that we have received greetings from the following: 


Rev. Wallace Wolff, Missionary in British Guiana 
Ohio Synod | 

Iowa Synod 

Northwest Synod 

Illinois Synod 


1. We recommend that Synod instruct the Secretary to send greet- 
ings to those Synods who are yet assembled in session. 


2. We recommend that Synod instruct the Secretary to send a wire 
to Rev. Wallace Wolff. 


We note greetings also from Rev. Martin Koolen; Rev. Paul Ro- 
woldt, Sr., Lincoln; the K. Klingers of California; Rev. J. Schrader, 
Lipscomb, Texas; Rev. P. O. Anderson of Buffalo, Wyoming, and Rev. 
Chris Rautenstrauss, Wheat Ridge, Colorado. 


Respectfully submitted, 
F. Freytag 

P. C. Kuehner. 

Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. ’ 

Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 


Pastor Schaffnitt, Executive Director of the Great Plains Lutheran 
Hospital Association, was introduced and spoke to Synod Convention. 


The Report of Nebraska Lutheran Social Service was presented. 
REPORT OF NEBRASKA LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE 


The Nebraska Lutheran Social Service is an approved Social Ser- 
vice Agency, with full recognition given by the Division of Welfare of 
the National Lutheran Council. In addition to the Chaplaincy program, 
this agency has assumed the responsibility for Lutheran resettlement in 
Nebraska on a temporary basis. | 


The Institutional Chaplaincy work is continued with Pastor L. C. 
Pretty as director and Chaplain in the Lincoln area, Pastor E. C. Hansen 
at the V.A. Hospital in Lincoln, Pastor John Schiller in the Beatrice 
area and Pastor W. E. Buss at the V.A. Hospital in Grand Island. Activ- 
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ities of these men for one year include: 465 visits to institutions; 180 
conferences with doctors, nurses, pastors, relatives in the patients’ be- 
half; 1781 Lutheran ministrations for 537 Lutherans; 267 referrals to 
home pastors, 4 referrals to relatives; 3 referrals to Lutheran churches 
to follow up; 8413 souls reached through 64 ward and chapel services; 
1635 bedside visits and 14,300 pieces of Christian literature distributed 
(including 600 luminous crosses distributed at Christmas). Pastor Pretty 
gave 40 sermons and talks on Nebraska Lutheran Social Service; 19 
other addresses and sermons; spent six weeks at the Institute for clin- 
ical Training and Pastoral Care and one week on the faculty of the 
Midwest Bible Camp at Ardmore, Okla. Attended Synodical and Dis- 
trict conventions, Welfare conferences, N.L.C. program and finance con- 
ference, etc. 


Arrangements have been made for a Lutheran Chaplain in the fol- 
lowing Lutheran Hospitals and Homes: Grand Island, Pastor Harvey 
Clark; Columbus, Pastor Carl Goldenstein; Hebron, Pastor G. J. Meyer; 
North Platte, Pastor John Rupley. Pastor R. L. Jobman is serving as 
chaplain in the rest homes in Norfolk. 

Our Agency is proud to announce that Director L. C. Pretty was 
recently cited and accredited as a “Professional Hospital Chaplain” by 
the American Protestant Hospital Association. He is one among 114 
Chaplains in this country receiving this accreditation. 


Treasurer’s Report 
July 1, 1952, to March 10, 1953 


Balance July 1, 1952 $ 761.77 

RECEIPTS: 
American Lutheran Church, Columbus, Ohio 2,000.00 
American Lutheran Churches ................... 1,417.02 
50.00 
181.15 
13.00 
2,636.14. 


Grace Convalescent Home, Beatrice, Nebraska 160.00 


Individual Contribution 44.00 
Speaking Engagement 155.50 
Special Grant for Scholarship .......0000000000000000.......... 205.00 
$10,263.10 
EXPENDITURES: 

Salary 

00 

00 

Rev. J. A. Schiller ............................ 400.00 

3,920.00 

— 
Telephone, Postage, Miscellaneous 238.26 
Promotional Literature and Mailing 531.88 


onvention Expense | | 60.00 
88 


Special Grant paid to Rev. L. C. Pretty... 205.00 


15.00 
Total Expenditures... $ 5,769.33 
Balance on hand March 10, 1939 84.40.77 


The following congregations of Synod sent in special offerings for 
this work during 1952: 


Ellis, Christ 1 58.40 
| 
Niobrara .. 1 10.50 
Columbus, Trinity ........................ 19.00 
Scribner, Ridgeley 16.80 


Papillion, Trinit 800 


Pender, St. Peters 110.00 
Hastings, So. St. Paul's 20.00 
Wayne, Our Redeemers 30.00 
72.76 


We hope that every congregation of Synod in Nebraska will set 
aside one offering in 1953 for this purpose. Offering envelopes and lit- 
erature will be mailed to every pastor in Nebraska by September 1. 


Lorin J. Wolff 
K. Konig 


Pastor Pretty, Lutheran Chaplain in Nebraska, was recognized 
speak in connection with the report. 


Pastor Pretty also brought greetings from the Central District of 
the American Lutheran Church. 


The Committee on Resolutions presented its report. 


Your Committee recommends the following resolutions: 


1. That Synod express its appreciation to First St. Paul's Congre- 
gation for hospitality shown at this Convention. 


2. That Synod express its appreciation to the organist, choir di- 
rector and choirs, and to the Synodical Secretary’s assistant for their 
excellent contributions to the services. 


3. That Synod express its gratitude to Pastor and Mrs. de Freese 
for the gracious hospitality and entertainment shown to members of 


4. That Synod express its thanks to the ladies of First St. Paul’s 
for the splendid meals, and gracious hospitality offered and enjoyed. 
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5. That Synod show its gratitude and present a gift of $10.00 to the 
church custodian and $10.00 to the church organist for services ren- 


dered. 


— 


6. That Synod express its sincerest gratitude to the United Lu- 
theran Church for a fuller presentation of our work, by such consecrated 
laymen as Dr. O. Jensen, Dr. T. Cline, and to the Board of American 
Missions for the presence of Dr. A. Knudsen, also to the Department of 
Church Architecture for the presence of Rev. E. Frey, and the National 
Lutheran Council Office for the presence of Pastor R. Shaffer in be- 
half of Lutheran World Action. 


7. That Synod encourage and support the Board of Central The- 
ological Seminary to plan and to put into effect a program of lay in- 
stitutes in theology for the training of lay leaders for our congregations. 


Respectfully submitted, 


S. K. de Freese, Chairman 
Frederick C. Nolte 

Henry Rippe 

R. R. Syre 

H. O. Rhode 

Jurgen Franzen 

E. Sasse. 


Recommendations No. 1, 2, 3 and 4 were adopted. 
Recommendation No. 5 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 6 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 7 was adopted. 


The Report on Town and Country Church Institute was presented. 


REPORT OF THE NEBRASKA TOWN AND COUNTRY 
CHURCH CONFERENCE 


The Nebraska Town and Country Church Conference met at the 
College of Agriculture in Lincoln January 21 and 22. The highlights 
of the program were talks on rural life by school and church leaders 


and a dinner attended by National Lutheran Council pastors and lay- 
men. 


Rev. O. E. Engebretson, pastor at Spring Grove, Minnesota (ELC), 
and Dr. Calvin Schnucker, professor of Rural Church at the University 
of Dubuque, Iowa, were the principal speakers. Talks were also given 
by members of the University faculty. Mary Ann Grundman, Interna- 


tional Farm Youth Ex Studen 
t, spoke and showed * 


Another highlight of the Conference was the all Lutheran dinner 
held in the newly constructed Lutheran Student Center.’ At this dinner 


Pastor Engebretson spoke on the to 
Able to Work the Rural Field” Church Is 


Attendance broke all records with 220 persons of all denomina 
registered. There were 105 who attended the 1 — 7 ae 
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The program committee for the 1954 Conference met on the Uni- 
versity Campus April 28. The theme for next year’s conference will be 
“The Rural Church in the Changing Community.” Some of the persons 
who will be contacted to take part in this program include: Professor 
Marvin Judy, Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity; Professor Herbert Stotts, Hiff School of Theology, Denver, Colorado; 
Dr. L. Ludwig, Waverly, Iowa; Dr. Marcus Rieke, Columbus, Ohio. 


Officers elected for the coming year include: President, Rev. D. 
Proett, Unadilla, Nebraska; Vice President, Pastor H. C. Damm, Day- 
kin, Nebraska; Treasurer, Pastor Frederick C. Nolte, Route 6, Lincoln, 
_ Nebraska; Secretary, Mr. Guy R. Davis (Assistant State -H Club Lead- 
er), College of Agriculture, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Frederick C. Nolte. 


The Committee on Publications presented its Report. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


The Committee on Publications met during session of Synod. It 
wishes to register appreciation to the Board of Publications for sending 
Mrs. Brown with a display of books and articles, and thus making them 
accessible to Synod. 


The Committee solicits the interest of the pastors of Synod in the 
helpful announcement of the Board of Publication appearing from time 
to time in the Pastor’s Desk Book. 


The Publication House has for some time made it possible for 
churches to have at Lent and Reformation time for display and sale, in 
so called book corners, helpful literature. The Committee urges the 
pastors of Synod to make wider use of this opportunity to enrich the 
intellectual and spiritual life of the members of our churches. 


The scholarly organ of the Lutheran Church in America is the “Lu- 
theran Quarterly.” The Committee offers its service to the pastors and 
laymen of our Synod as subscription agent. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. Marxen 
R. Syre. 


The Report of the Stewardship Committee was presented. 


STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 


The Stewardship Committee met February 26, 1952, to evaluate and 
follow up the 1951 program. At that time tentative plans were made to 
emphasize stewardship needs in Synod congregations for 1952. 


The 1952 Stewardship program developed into a united effort be- 
tween the Nebraska Synod Stewardship committee and our committee 
at a joint session June 6, 1952, at Lincoln, Nebr. Area briefing meetings 
were set up for selected laymen at West Point, Nebr., Lincoln, Nebr., 
and Oshkosh, Nebr., under the direction of Stewardship committee 
members, and assigned to present the local stewardship needs. 
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Representing the ULCA-Stewardship at these area meetings, Chet 
Myrom; ULCA-Foreign Missions, Rev. Ted Wood; NLC-LWA, Dr. Brown. 


Following the briefing sessions, the laymen were assigned as teams 
to congregations in their respective Synods where they would present 
stewardship causes, emphasized at the briefing meetings. These visita- 
tions were made on Sunday mornings wherever possible and thus reach 
a larger number of local church members. 


Forty-six selected laymen from our Midwest Synod were assigned 
to congregation visitations, in teams of two. With few exceptions they 
completed their assignments. Reports from both the lay visitors as well 
as the congregations visited, indicate that the program was well re- 
ceived and beneficial. Of 17 teams reporting thus far, only 4 congrega- 
tions had not been visited; all teams reported very good attendance, at 
each congregation. 


March 9, 1953, the Stewardship committee met at Columbus, Nebr., 
to discuss report to Synod. 


A meeting for all laymen who participated in the 1952 Stewardship 
program and all other interested laymen and pastors, was planned for 
April 12th at Lincoln, Nebr., 3:00 p.m. The purpose of this meeting is 
to evaluate the 1952 Stewardship effort and to assign follow-up visits 
where requested, and to make plans for the 1953 Synodical Stewardship 
program. 


Tentative plans for this fall: to contact Church Councilmen, to em- 
phasize particularly the spiritual responsibility of councilmen in the 
work of the church, plus the vital issue of Pensions and Family Protec- 


—— . to stress the importance of a local Church Stewardship com- 
m 


One of the great joys of the ULCA stewardship staff and of your 
Midwest Stewardship committee has been the surge of support for the 
work of the Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship in our Synod. In 1951 
Midwest Synod has 6 men in LLM. In 1952, 12 men were added. At 
present Midwest Synod has 20 in LLM. 
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Benevolence Given by Congregations in 1952 
Report of the Treasurer of the Midwest Synod 


All Benevolence Receipts Jan. 10, 1952, to Jan. 10, 1953 


Congregation Apportionment Luth. World Action 
Goal Paid % Goal Paid 
. $1,850 81,420 76% $ 280 5 194 74% 
— 4.010 1,350 33% 553 183 33% 
eis 4.300 4,000 93% 823 824 100% 
720 433 60% 12 72 54% 
— TT 2,060 474 23% #253 253 100% 
EE 430 111 25% 52 52 100% 
Dee. 3,950 4052 102% 578 650 112% 
2,120 2,166 102% 271 5285 193% 
ES 1.240 1,427 115% 241 217 90% 
Darrouzett, end 770 770 100% 92 182 197% 
1,640 1,203 73% 2774 275 100% 
Deer 470 285 60% 58 1,501 2587% 
D oS 2,350 2,410 102% 344 350 101% 
Eee ae 3,270 1,386 42% 480 600 104% 
Falls City, St. Peters 1120 570 50% 134 135 1007 
r ae 1,670 1,670 100% #248 254 102% 
ER 890 - 800 89% 157 157 100% 
— 1,410 1,318 93% 194 111 56% 
r .. 4.700 3,3988 72% 636 636 100% 
e 2400 534 22% 394 131 33% 
Hanover, Kans., Zion .............. 2,810 1,093 38% 426 616 121% 
. Silver Cliff, Kans. ..................... 330 126 38% 42 66 157% 
Hastings, First St. Paul's 6,200 6,204 100% 876 390 44% 
Hastings, So. St. Paul's 1.020 160 15% 124 80 40% 
Hastings, Immanuel 820 820 100% 100 100 100% 
e 3.120 2,186 70% 434 445 102% 
Hoisington, Kans. .................. 1.160 1,005 86% 228 252 110% 
r Ss 1.200 184 15% 187 
2,250 2,437 108% 296 8383 113% 
2,970 2,970 100% 392 439 111% 
D 1.790 907 50% 253 103 40 
n 1,150 1,150 100% 196 196 100% 
1.250 642 51% 176 199 113% 
Lincoln, Frieden's 5,430 3,165 58% 902 229 25% 
Linegin, (United ....................:....: 760 1,032 135% 98 360 367% 
1,100 1,031 93% 136 197 144% 
r 640 333 52% 152 152 100% 
r .. 920 1,071 116% 126 224 177% 
TE 610 610 100% 88 88 100% 
A 1,170 1,164 99% 164 165 100% 
NT 670 154 22% 108 210 194% 
RAC 560 394 70% 121 80 66% 
RE 2.160 2,001 92% 324 325 100% 
Northboro, la. own. 860 749 87% 129 238 184% 
Ohiowa ((t) ¥ 1.550 243 15% 177 202 114% 
D 710 170 23% 98 65 66% 
Oklahoma Cite 3,800 3,599 94% 652 307 47% 
an 1.350 411 30% 229 230 100% 
1E ·—· 3,000 2066 68% 424 42% 100% 
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Pleasant Valley 


Stillwater, Okla. 


383.340 1.326 37% 570 571 100% 
CONGREGATIONAL GOALS FOR 1954—$11.00 per communing member. 


Apportionment goals are based on communing members in 1952, at 
$11.00 per member listed in 1952. 


L. W. A. goals are based on $1.45 per communing member listed in 
1952. 


L.W.A. Apportionment 


D 28 209 
235 2002 
D 592 4488 
595 4510 
90 682 
307 2332 
451 
ee 294 2233 
207 1573 
D 109 825 
200 1518 
71 539 
Ellis, Kana. 88 451 3421 
2761 
Falls City, St. Peters 112 847 
233 1771 
126 957 
Gothenburg 180 1364 
Grand Island ............... 729 5511 


pender 4.00 2,750 57% 714 714 100% 
Pender (rh) 1.940 273 14% 270 326 120% ‘ 
Perry, Okia. 1.420 884 62% 121 150 123% 2 
1350 1,106 81% 200 205 100% 
Pilger! 1,290 1,132 86% 238 360 150% 
x | 910 628 69% 157 178 113% 4 
4 | Russell, Kans. (t) 5.740 5,750 100% 1,155 1,778 153% 
u | Russell, Kans. (r) 990 872 88% 128 385 300% | 
Schuyer 1140 350 30% 1351 91 60% 
Scribner 1.560 1,560 100% 190 190 100% 
1 Ridgeley 1.440 1,247 86% 204 232 113% 
Stanton 440 169 38% 73 62 84% 
| 860 712 82% 112 140 125% 
| 1050 364 34% 160 82 51% 
| Syracuse 350 177 50% 51 60 117% N 
| Tea, So. Dak. 1440 242 16% 182 126 69% | 
| Uehling 500 430 87% 70 117 1677 
Wakeeney, Kans. 1,090 1,100 100% 229 230 100% : 
Wayne | 3.610 1,685 46% 529 529 100% 
| Westboro, Mo. 2.960 2960 100% 382 385 100% N 
| Winside 1,670 600 35% 264 119 45% ‘ 
Z 
| | 
94 


394 
Hanover, Kans., Zion 380 
Silver Cliff, Kans. ............. 45 
Hastings, Ist St. Paul's 1018 
Hastings, So. St. Paul's 177 
Hastings, Immanuel 110 
Hildreth ..... 459 
Hoisington, Kanns. 132 
1381 
315 
423 
290 
167 
174 
Lincoln, Freiden s 771 
Lincoln, Havelock ..... aan 209 
174 
132 
Lipscomb, Texas 154 
116 
181 
83 
88 
Northboro, la.. 136 
Ohiowa (t) 231 
Oklahoma City .................... 426 
195 
293 
Perry, Okla. ............ 424 226 
209 
257 
Platte Center 116 
Pleasant Valle 61 
Russell, Kans. (t)) 1070 
Russell, Kans. (r) .............. 138 
Schuyler ........ 165 
215 
218 
73 
124 
Stillwater, Okla. ................ 132 
141 
46 
193 
Vehling ........... 77 
235 
597 
403 
270 
228 
490 
95 


. Great Bend, Kansas 94 715 | 
2948 
: 2882 | 
341 
7722 
1342 
836 a 
3476 
1001 
1375 a 
2387 
3212 
2200 1 
1265 
1320 
5852 1 
1573 ia 
1320 4 
1001 i 
1166 
880 
1375 
| 627 1 
671 
2695 | 
1034 
| 1749 
1298 1 
3234 
1485 | 
3113 
2222 
1716 
1584 
1936 19 
880 
8118 17 
1045 1 
1254 
1628 
1650 
550 
935 4 
1001 
— | 
352 f 
| 1463 
583 
1782 
4532 
| 3058 
2079 
1729 


RECOMMENDATIONS: The Stewardship Committee recommends that: 


1, Whereas, there are still a large number of congregations having 
no Stewardship committee, Synod should call attention to the provision 
in the Model Constitution; Section III, Item 7— There shall be a com- 
mittee on Stewardship of which the benevolence treasurer, if there be 
one, shall be a member with voice and vote, and which may include an 
appointee from each adult and youth organization and the school(s) of 
the cangregation. The duties of this committee shall be to promote the 
expression of the Christian faith in the daily life of the members; to 
inform them about the congregation’s local, national and international 
ministries; to teach them the Christian use of money; to lead them to 
higher levels of proportionate giving for the Lord’s work. The com- 

? mittee shall also be responsible for the annual Every Member Visit and 
14 other congregational projects which promote informed and grateful 
— giving.” 

2. ... and that Synod encourage congregational stewardship com- 
mittees to make use of a uniform card file system to compile informa- 
i tion of each member’s talents, interests and activities for use in church 

| . work. Such cards to be made available by the Synodical Stewardship 
— Committee. 


| Respectfully submitted, 
| H. G. Knaub, Stewardship Com. Sec’y. 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation No. 2 was adopted. 


4 The motion prevailed that the goals for 1954 as printed in the re- 
port be approved. 
| 
| | 
The Committee on Leave of Absences and Excuses presented its Re- 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Your Committee on Excuses and Leave of Absence recommends 
that the following pastors be excused for being absent from: 
1. All sessions of Synod: | 


Pastors J. O. Krueger, J. Schrader, C. Rautenstrauss, K. Klinger, 
P. O. Anderson, Paul Rowoldt, M. Koolen, H. B. Pearson and 
Paul Bieger. 


2. From one or more sessions: 
Pastors Paul Moessner, Fred Ollendorf, Louis de Freese, T. 
Schmunk, W. Churchill and Roy Wingate. 

3. Lay delegates: 


Emil Schmale, Schuyler, Nebraska; Lloyd Lewallen, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma; Carl E. Friedeman, Stillwater, Oklahoma. 
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4. Absent without excuse, and, therefore, not to be excused, Pastor 
Moede. 


It was moved that the congregation which did not send a lay dele- 
gate or excuse be reminded of their failure to do so. It was seconded 
and carried. 


The recommendations of the Committee were adopted. 


The motion was made and seconded that a Business Manager of 
‘THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN be elected. 


The motion was made and seconded to amend by substituting the 
words “appointed by the Executive Board” in the place of the word 
“elected.” The amendment was adopted. 


The amended motion was carried. 

The minutes of the fourth session were approved as presented. 

By motion, the minutes of the fifth session were assigned to be ap- 
‘proved by the Executive Board. 

The motion to adjourn was carried. 


The Convention closed with the installation of the elected officers 
of the Executive Board and the services of the formal closing of Synod. 
“President Lorin J. Wolff was in charge. 


These minutes are certified to be the true copy of the true 
Record of the Proceedings of the Sixty-fourth Annual Convention 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the U 
Lutheran Church in America, convening May 18 to May 21, at 
First St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hastings, Nebraska, the Rev. 
Paul M. de Freese, Pastor. 


WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary. 
LORIN J. WOLFF, President 


— — — — 


Respectfully submitted, 
Herman Joens 
Fred Nabor | 
Otto A. Langhorst : 
H. J. Diekhoff 
R. E. Glaser 
Orville Heller , 
Walter Muhs 
CERTIFICATION | 
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Program of Services and Speakers 


COMMUNION SERVICE: Monday Evening, May 18, 8:00 


The Sermon: Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, S.T.M., President of Synod 
The Liturgist: Pastor Werner P. Welchert, Secretary of Synod 


ORDER FOR THE OPENING OF SYNOD 
MEMORIAL SERVICE: Wednesday Morning, May 20, 8:30 


The Sermon: Convention Chaplain 
The Liturgist: Pastor E. C. Hansen, S.T.D. 


IN MEMORY OF 


Mrs. Louise Spiekermann died June 29, 1952 
Pastor Leonhard Hopp died August 14, 1952 
Pastor Johannes Goemmel died November 9, 1952 
Mrs. Wilhelmine Plumer Vordemann, died January 27, 1953 
Pastor Franz Podszus , died March 23, 1953 


The infant daughter of 
Pastor and Mrs. Grant Van Boening, died September 25, 1952 


ORDINATION AND ANNIVERSARY SERVICE: Tuesday Evening, 


May 19, 8:00 


Ordination Sermon: Pastor S. K. de Freese 
The Liturgist: Pastor Kar] Konig 
Those ordained were: 

Harlan August Brei 

Karl Henry Konig 

Arthur Walter Miller 


ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 


LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S BANQUET: Wednesday Evening, May 20, 6:00 


Convention Chaplain: Pastor F. W. Henkel 
Convention Organist: Pastor Martin G. Schroeder 


| 
11 
— 

Pastor F. W. Paul Bieger 65th Anniversary 

Pastor C. H. William Harder 60th Anniversary 

Pastor Frederick Freytag 25th Anniversary 

| 
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Balance July 1, 19652... $258.28 $32.20 $30.00 $210.89 16.68 . 53 5946.37 
1. Auburn, dt 5.24 96.75 5.00 20.00 864.080 16.00 1.06 170 
2. Bennington, St. lohn 26.00 650 147.70 123.00 40.00 86.68 26.00 18.89 
. Bloomfield, St. 22.40 5.60 486.00 26.00 606.00 26.00 Lee 0 8. 
4. Columbus, 42.40 10.60 333.00 20.00 20.00 70.00 36.00 16.00 4. 
5. Creston, vr... 26.40 9.60 T0508 * 10.00 323.00 230.00 206.00 8.48 6. 
6. Darrousett, St. Paul 16.00 14.00 1638.00 &u8ʃf¹iiii 20.060 110800 — 866. 
7. Diller, St. 7.86 1.74 5. die — . 
. ns. Christ —— — 80.00 20.00 2232.00 30.00. 52.26 380.00 S088 66.00 
„ St. Pawl 73.60 29.40 129.00 00 30.00 16.00 5.00 20.00 238.60 433.00 56. 
10. Fals City. St. Peter — 12.00 3.00 20.00 
11. Pontanellie, Salem ..... 42.92 10.73 111.89 70.00 20.00 1588 16590 5.00 296.63 11. 
12. Gothe 23.40 13.35 193.00 20.60 566.00 26.00 6.68 11.00 47.50 6.60 88.92 431.87 12. 
13. Grand Island, Messiah... 38.60 147.40 106.00 26.00 15.00 Fee 14.60 1. 
14. Great Mend 26.10 6.60 37.00 10.00 26.00 104.70 14. 
16. Hastings, First St. Paul 22.40 8.8% 67.50 56.00 10600 6.00 & 5.00 10.00 25 186.50 16. 
Li, Hastings, First St. Paul, True Blue 173.90 18.60 183.00 26.00 10.60 406.00 7688 45.80 56.00 8 496.58 17. 
18. Hastings, 33.92 8.48 181.00 £20.00 — 1000 33.40 18. 
19. Hildreth, St. 28.80 7.30 206.00 20.00 16006 19.00 300 19. 
20. Hooper, St. Paul 57.60 34.40 203.00 56.00 36.00 15.00 S668 46.66 45.06 1.66 fe. 
21. 35.20 8.80 161.00 76.00 30.00 17.00 6.00 290 849.06 1. 
22. Lanham, St. John 24.00 6.09 67.78 6.00 20.00 7.00 10.00 66.0006 «611.800 
23. Leigh, St. Paul 10.60 2.60 126.08 106.00 10.00 16.00 16.66 188.98 23. 
24. Lincoln, Friedens German ............. 23.80 7.20 836. 25.00 7.00 16.60 108.600 24. 
26. Lincoln, Friedens W.M.S. ................ 50.00 12.50 11010 10.00 293.60 35. 
20. LAncoin, 24.24 10. %/%nʃ»hkh 6.00 | 46.56 26. 
Lincoln. Zion 27.60 6.90 140.00 16.00 16.00 5.00 6.06 tie 216.50 . 
. Lindy, Good 33.60 8.40 18.6 — 110.487 
29. le, Christ ............... 39.81 9.92 66.10 9.36 106.00 76.00 9.98 
30. Niobrara, By. 13.48 10.00 10.00 4666 6.00 8.10 97.46 
31. Northboroe, St. Pauil........ 23.20 5.60 8672.81 300060 106.11 
6.72 1.68 $8.00 6.00 10.00 16.00 is6¢ £80 20620 . 
33. 16.80 4.20 263.51 10.00 386.00 1% 7 
34. Papillion, 41.60 1040 73.36 144.258 . 
36. 16.80 4.20 644.00 30.00 20.00 10.00 eee 166.06 . 
36. Pender, St. Mark, Coun 44.30 10.0%ne % 
37. Pender, St. Mark Ladies Aid... 74.40 26.00 ........ 6. .. 124.46 . 
38. , Bt. Guild 78.96 19.74 10.00 110% . 
39. Christ ........... 13.60 144.48 99. 
40. Patte Center, 20.32 5.00 83.68 22 193.06 
41. Russell, 74.40 18.60 696.36 330.00 106.00 1230.00 (67.68 315.00 $6.00 100.90 72.00 1893.36 40 
42, Bt 100.00 26.00 T1156 46.06 ..... 69.00 18. 1% 
43, Stillwater, Salem 44.16 16.84 76.00 ° 6.00 120.00 10.00 10.60%, 22 180.060 ( 
44. Wayne, 69.20 14.80 192.00 | 1% 
46, Westboro, St. John... 8 26.15 2 
AID SOCIETIES 

51. Chappell, Grace 10.00 16.06 . 
52. Columbus, St. * 25.60 . 
55. Glenn, St. Pauli...... .. 16.00 626 | — 76.60 . 
60. Scribner, St. 34.40 8.60 69.00 151.60 
63. Wakeeney, Ka. 10.40 49.35 — 

Registration Fees ................ oud 196.00 

Transferred 

to Midland and Central Fund ........ 

Pree-will 

Total Income 1027.48 5808.90 1170.56 757.35 1316.98 861.20 10 792.78 448.80 263.00 169.90 1471.66 


„0 


Disbursements 
Balance June 30, 1963 


. 1636.21 
. 1636.21 658.32 1065.00 757.26 
369.16 116.56 


$63.1 
216.98 395.06 64.00 


Reepectfully 


Tu. 


14 738.78 443.80 263.00 168.30 19119.12 
* 1093.46 


Knauh, Treasurer. 
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTION 
a 
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
IN THE CENTRAL STATES 
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& Section I. The Name and Territory 
The name and title of the church body organized under this 
stitution shall be The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
territory of this Synod shall be the States of 


ceived into membership as hereinafter provided. 


committee, may be received into membership in the manner here- 
inafter provided. 

3. Other ministerial members may de received by 

transfer, or as hereinafter provided. 

4. Any congregation located within the limits of the territory of 


PROPOSED OONSTITUTION OF 
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 15 
IN THE CENTRAL STATES 4 
ARTICLE ONE 15 
THE SYNOD “4 
1. 
Old 
2. This Synoi accepts the three ecumenical creeds — namely, i 
the Apostles, the Nicene, and the Athanasian — as important testi- i 
moniea drawn from the Holy Scriptures, and rejects all errors which 1 
8. This Synod receives and holds the Unaltered Augsburg Con- 
fession as a correct exhibition of the faith and doctrine of the 5 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, founded upon the word of God; and 
acknowledges all churches that sincerely hold and faithfully confess 
the doctrines of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be entitled . 
to the name of Evangelical Lutheran. 
4. This Synod recognizes the Apology of the Augsburg Confes- 1a 
sion, the Smalkald Articles, the Large and Small Catechiams of 
Luther, and the Formula of Concord, as in the harmony of one 
and the same pure scriptural faith, 
Ae 
Section The Membership 
1. This Synod shall consist of ordained ministers and congrega- 

tions in unity with the doctrinal basis set forth in Section II, re- N 
2. Any Evangelical Lutheran minister who has applied for N 
admission and has accepted this constitution with its doctrinal 4 
basis, and whose application has the approval of the examining at 
: 


— 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE 


this Synod as defined in this constitution may, pen approval of the 


executive committee, be received into membership by, a majority 


In accordance with the doctrinal basis set forth in Section II of 
this article, and in full accord with the Constitution of The United 
Lutheran Church in America, this body recognizes that all power in 
the church belongs to our Lord, Jesus Christ, the Head of the 
Church; and all just duties and powers exercised by the church are 
committed to her for the furtherance of the Gospel through the 
Word and the Sacraments. Therefore this body is organized: 

1. To preserve and extend the pure teaching of the Gospel and 
the right administration of the Sacraments (Eph. 5:5), (Augsburg 
Confession Article VII); 

2. To conserve the unity of the true faith (Eph. 4:2-16; I Cor. 
1:10); to guard against any departure therefrom (Rom. 16:17); 
and to strengthen the congregations in faith, confession, and the 
promotion of the Kingdom of God; 

3. To give outward expression of the spiritual unity of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran congregations, to cultivate co-operation in pro- 
moting the general interests of the church, and to develop and 
unfold the specific Lutheran principles and practises and make 
their strength effective; 

4. To establish new congregations; 

5. To awaken, co-ordinate, and effectively direct and supervise 
the united energies of the congregations in such operations as the 
following: 

(a) The training of ministers and teachers to be witnesses of 

the Word; and the upbuilding, maintenance, and strengthening of 

institutions for such training; 

(b) The exension of the Kingdom of God by the support of home, 

foreign, and social missions, under the administration and func- 

tions of The United Lutheran Church in America; 

(c) The cultivation of worship in the congregation and family in 

keeping with the practice of The United Lutheran Church in 

America, unto the edification of the Body of Christ; 

(d) The creation and development of agencies to carry on all 

departments of work in co-operation with the boards, commit- 

tees, and agencies of The United Lutheran Church in America: 

(e) The establishment and maintenance of Christian colleges and 

a ministry to students in other institutions of higher education. 

6. To encourage the attainment of higher levels of Christian 
giving and to solicit and disburse funds for the purposes of the 
work defined in this constitution; 


| 
' ' ' ' '. . 'i—ö—¹Üß 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE CENTRAL STATES 


7. To ordain qualified men to the holy office of the ministry of 
the Gospel; and to suspend and depose those who dishonor it by 
false teaching, by insubordination, or by an unworthy or wicked 
life; 

8. To shepherd the congregations and pastors by helping in time 
of difficulty, trouble, and strife, and by general assistance; 

9. To maintain discipline and to foster holiness and fidelity in 
ministers and congregations; 

10. To maintain a loyal connection and relation with The United 
Lutheran Church in America and all its interests and obligations. 


ARTICLE TWO 
CONVENTIONS 


1. A regular convention of the Synod shall be held annually at 
the time specified in the by-laws. 

2. Special conventions shall be called by the president upon the 
request of the executive committee or the written request of one- 
fifth of the ministers; but no business shall be transacted at a 
special convention except that specified in the call. 

3. One-third of the ministers belonging to this Synod, with the 
lay delegates present, shall constitute a quorum. 

4. Notice of the time and place of all conventions shall be given 
by the secretary. 

ARTICLE THREE 


OFFICERS 
Section I— The Officers 

1. The officers of the Synod shall be a president, a secretary, 
and a treasurer. They shall be elected at regular conventions of 
the Synod. The president and secretary shall be ministers. 

2. The term of office of the president and other full time officers 
shall be five years; that of other officers, one year. All shall serve 
until their successors assume office. All officers shall be eligible 
for re-election. 

3. Should a vacancy occur in any of these offices, the executive 
committee is empowered to fill the same until the next regular 
convention of the Synod, or, at its discretion, it may call a special 
convention of Synod to fill the vacancy. 

4. No one shall be eligible for election as an officer of the Synod, 
or for any other full-time service of the Synod, after he has reached 
the age of sixty-eight. 

5. The officers shall be entitled to receive the necessary ex- 
penses incident to the duties imposed by their office, and such 
remuneration as the Synod may determine. 


— 
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE 


6. The proper officers of Synod are duly empowered and authur- 
ized, in the name of the Synod, to satisfy of record any mortgage, 
judgments, notes, or other recorded evidences of indebtedness, in 
such manner as may be provided by law. In conjunction therewith 
the treasurer shall be empowered and authorized, in the name of 
the Synod, to assign and transfer any policies of insurance or other 
securities that may be held as collateral to such mortgages, judg- 
ments, netes, or other recorded evidences of indebtedness. 


Section II—The President 


1. The term of office of the president shall begin on the first day 
of the third month succeeding the month of his election. 


2. He shall exercise supervision over all ministers and congre- 
gations of the Synod, and over all agencies created by the Synod 
kor the prosecution of the general work of the church. 


3. He shall preside at all conventions of the Synod and at all 
meetings of ministerial session and of the executive committee; 
and it shall be his duty to see that the constitution, by-laws, and 
decisions of the Synod are duly observed and its resolutions carried 


into effect. He shall appoint all committees unless otherwise pro- 
vided for. 


4. He shall visit the congregations belonging to the Synod, and 
confer and advise with the people concerning their spiritual and 
temporal welfare; and he shall counsel with the ministers as their 
mastor. 

5. He shall ordain all accepted candidates for the ministerial 
-office, and install the pastors of all congregations belonging to the 
-Synod, or provide for and authorize their ordination and installation 
as the Synod may prescribe in its by-laws. 


& When the execution of deeds or other instruments of writing 
is ordered by the Synod, or required by this constitution, or becomes 
proper and necessary in carrying on the business of the corpora- 
tion, the president is authorized and empowered, in the name of 
the Synod, to sign the same and to affix the seal of the Synod. 


7. He shall preserve in the offices of the Synod, or deliver to the 
archivist, all important documents left in his hands as president, 
together with copies of all official papers or documents issued and 


published by him, by the officers of the Synod, or by the executive 
committee. 


8. He shall submit annually to the Synod a report of all his 
official acts, except matters of a private character, together with 
such other information and recommendations as he may deem of 
importance ‘ 
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day of the third month succeeding the month of his election. 

2. The treasurer shall have charge of all monies and accounts 
of the Synod, its deeds, mortgages, contracts, and evidences of 
claims and revenues. He shall also have charge of its trust funds, 
molding the same at all times subject to the order of the Synod, 
except such trust funds as the Synod may specifically commit to 
other agents. | 

3. The treasurer shall receive and acknowledge all offerings, 
contributions, and legacies made to the Synod, collect all interest 
and income from invested funds in his charge, and pay all appro- 
priations and orders of the Synod from the several accounts ag 
approved and directed by the executive committee. 


4. The treasurer shall keep a regular account with each congre- 
gation of Synod. At least quarterly during the synodical year he 
shall inform the council and the pastor of each congregation of the 
state of this account, and prepare and submit at each regular con- 
vention of Synod a tabular statement of such accounts for record 
and publication. 

5. Upon action by the executive committee, the treasurer shall 
make, change, or renew investments of funds owned or held in trust 
by the Synod; and he is duly empowered, constituted, and author 

the attorney in fact for the Synod to satisfy, of record any 
mortgages, judgments, notes, or recorded evidences of indebted- 


1 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE CENTRAL STATES a 
Section IIIl—The Secretary te 
1. There shall be a secretary of Synod as a corporation. He 1 
shall enter upon his duties on the first day of the third month 1 
succeeding the month of his election. * 
2. The secretary shall keep all official minutes of the Synod and 29 
also the minutes of the executive committee. He shall be responsi- | L 
ble for the printing and distribution of the minutes of the Synod, 1. 
and shall perform other duties which the Synod may from time 2 
to time lay upon him. of 
3. The secretary shall prepare and keep a correct register of 4 
the ministers belonging to the Synod, with the dates of their en- | * 
trance into the ministry and places of residence; also a similar : 
register of the congregations and parishes connected with the i 
Synod, with the names of the pastors serving them and of the lay Zz 
delegates appointed to represent them. 
4. The secretary is authorized and empowered, in the name of 1 
the Synod, to attest all instruments of writing ordered by the Synod a 
or required by the constitution or necessary in carrying on the | 
business of the corporation, and signed and sealed by the president. . 
Section IV— The Treasurer 

1. The term of office of the treasurer shall begin on the first j 

| 
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ness and to assign and transfer any policies of insurance or other 
securities that may be held as collateral to such mortgages, loans, 
or judgments. 

6. He shall deposit promptly all monies received for any account 
of the Synod in such bank or banks as may be designated by the 
executive committee 

7. On entering upon his office, he shall give satisfactory bond 
to the Synod for the faithful performance of his duties, in such 
amount as the executive committee shall determine, which bond 
shall be in the custody of the president. 

8. At each regular convention he shall render a full, detailed, 


and accurate report to the Synod of all receipts and disbursements 


in his several accounts, with a statement of the financial condition 
of the Synod and its apportioned obligation to The United Lutheran 
Church in America, which report shall be regularly audited and 
certified. 


ARTICLE FOUR 
THE MINISTERIAL SESSION 

1. The ordained members of the Synod shall constitute the min- 
isterial session. 

2. To the ministerial session shall belong the duty of passing 
upon and reporting to the Synod all applications for ordination or 
reception of ministers recommended by the examining committee, 
of examining and trying cases of heresy in doctrine, or of teaching 
and preaching in conflict with the doctrinal basis set forth in 
Article One, Section I; of hearing and trying cases in which appeal 
is granted by the Synod from the findings of a committee on dis- 
cipline; and of transacting such other business as the Synod may 
refer to it. | 

3. A regular meeting of the ministerial session shall be held in 
connection with the regular convention of the Synod, when the 
exumining committee is prepared to report its recommendations 
in the matter of applicants for ordination or membership. Other 
meetings may be called by the president. 

4. The ministerial session shall be subject to the rules of order 
governing a regular synodical convention. One-third of the minis- 
ters belonging to the Synod shall constitute a quorum. 


ARTICLE FIVE 
THE CONFERENCES 


1. District conferences shall be constituted of ministers and con- 
the 


Synod located within a given territory, as deter- 
time to time by the Synod. 
of 


each conference to promote the inter- 


| 
| 
mined from | 
2. It shall | 
* | 
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4. Every pastor and congregation belonging to the Synod and 


not in conflict with the constitution and by-laws, regulations, or 
resolutions of the Synod of the United Lutheran Church in 


8. The president of the Synod shall have a voice and vote in 
meetings of each conference. 


9. The actions of a conference shall at all times be subject to 
review by the Synod. 


10. The president of each conference shall make a written report, 
including an abstract of the proceedings of the conference, stating 
also the condition and needs of the church within its bounds, and 
shall transmit the same to the president of the Synod as provided 
in the by-laws. 


| 
— 
ests and development of the church upon its territory; to assist in 5 
carrying out the regulations and resolutions of the Synod; to 4 
attend to such other duties within its territory as may be assigned 

to it by the Synod. { 

| 
| 3. Each conference shall appoint a stewardship committee to ¢ 
| co-operate with the stewardship committee and/or stewardship 14 
secretary of the Synod. : 

residing or being located within the bounds of a conference shall 

by that fact belong to the conference. Ordained ministers of the 

Synod, not actively serving pastorates shall be assigned conference 4 
connections by the president of the Synod. If a pastoral charge aif 

| does not lie wholly within the boundary lines of a single conference, . 
the place where the pastor resides shall determine his own confer- * 

ence connection and the conference connection of his pastoral ie 
charge. 

5. Each conference shall meet at least twice each year and as 

many more times as circumstances may require. Special meetings | i 

may be called by the president of the conference, or as may be . 
otherwise determined by the conference itself. One-third of the 
ministers belonging to the conference, with the lay delegates 4; 

present, shall constitute a quorum. 4 

6. Each conference shall meet at the time of the regular conven- 5 

tion of Synod to elect a minister to be president, a minister to be 1 
secretary, and such other officers as it may deem necessary. These i 
officers shall take office the first day of the third month following 

their election. 4 

7. The conference may adopt for itself any rules and regulations 
America. 

| | 

| 
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— 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


1. There shall be an executive committee of the Synod consisting 
of the president, the secretary, and the treasurer, together with 
one minister and one layman from each conference to be elected 
by the Synod for terms to be fixed in the by-laws. 

| 2. It shall be the duty of the executive committee: 

| a. To represent the Synod and carry out its resolutions; 

N b. To attend to the business of the Synod ad interim; 

| c. To promote the interests of The United Lutheran Church in 
America and this body’s relation thereto; 

| d. To co-ordinate the work of the several agencies of the Synod; 

| e. To present a budget with apportionments to the annual con- 

vention of the Synod; 

f. To fill vacancies not otherwise provided for; 

a g. And to perform such other work as may be designated to it 

| by the Synod, to which it shall make full report of all its acts. 

| 3. It shall be eutrusted with all matters pertaining to legacies 

and trust funds in the possession of, or coming into the possession 

of the Synod; it shall direct the investment of such funds in the 

manner it thinks best for the safety of the said funds and the best 

interests of the beneficiaries of these funds. | | 

4. It shall cause an annual examination to be made of all invest- 

ments and securities held by the Synod and report thereon. 

5. It shall hold regular meetings ad interim as Synod may de- 

termine. Special meetings may be called by the president of the 

Synod, or, in case of his death or removal, by the secretary. A 

majority of members shall constitute a quorum. 

6. It shall have the power to appoint all necessary sub-commit- 

tees from among its members. It shall determine the amount of 

salary to be paid to any officer of the Synod entitled thereto, when 


—— 
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ARTICLE SIX 
| 
not otherwise determined, and shall make budgetary provisions to | 
meet its necessary expenses. 
ARTICLE SEVEN 
ELECTIVE COMMITTEES 
Section I—The Examining Committee 
1. This committee shall consist of seven ordained ministers of 
the Synod, who shall be elected by the Synod in such a manner 
that the terms of at least two members shall expire each year. 
No member shall be re-elected until a year shall have expired after 
the completion of his term of office. | 
2. It shall be the duty of this committee to examine into the 
qualifications of all applicants for ordination and admission into 
— 
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the Synod, as provided in Article Nine, Section I, of this constitution. 
3. This committee shall report to the ministerial session and 
shall recommend such applicants as shall satisfy the provisions of 
Article Nine, Section I. A two-thirds vote of the members of the 
committee shall be necessary for all recommendations. 


Section Il—Committee on Home Missions 


1. There shall be a committee on home missions consisting of 
the president of Synod, together with one minister and one layman 
from each conference elected by the Synod for a term of three years 
in such a manner that the terms of one-third of the total number 
shall expire each year. No elected member shall be elected for 
more thun two consecutive full terms. 

2. No home missionary and no layman from a congregation re- 
ceiving salary aid shall be eligible to membership on this committee. 

3 The committee shall supervise, promote and control all the 
home mission work of the Synod. It shall be charged specifically 
with the duty of making an annual survey of the home mission field 
of the Synod, organizing new missions, preparing and submitting 
the annual home missions budget to the executive committee, and 
maxing a detailed annual report to the Synod. . 

4. The committee shall elect a chairman and a secretary. The 
treasurer of Synod shall serve as treasurer of this committee. It 
shall hold regular meetings as often as necessary for the perform- 
ance of its duties. 

5. The committee shall endeavor to stimulate and energize. the 
home missions spirit in the parishes of the Synod. 


Section I1I—Committee on Social Missions 


1. There shall be a committee on social missions consisting of 
the president of Synod together with one minister and one layman 
from each conference elected by the Synod for a term of three 
years, in such a manner that the term of one-third of the total 
number shall expire each year. No elected member shall be elected 
for more than two consecutive full terms. 

2. The committee shall co-operate with The Board of Social 
Missions of The United Lutheran Church in Amorica and advise 
with and assist pastors and congregations of the Synod in the 
development of programs and projects in the field of inner mis- 
sions, evangelism, and social action within the bounds of Synod. 
It shall make an annua! survey of all social missions interests and 
needs on the territory of Synod and keep the Synod fully informed 
of the progress of the cause through regular annual reports. 

3. The committee may delegate to the conference social missions 
committees such duties as may be necessary to vitalize all social 
missions work on the territory of every conference of the Synod 
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and to stimulate and energize the social missions spirit in every 
parish of the Synod. 

4. The committee shall elect its necessary officers at the first 
regular meeting following each annual convention of Synod; and 
shall hold regular meetings as often as necessary for the perform- 
ance of its duties. 


ARTICLE EIGHT 
OTHER COMMITTEES 
Section I—Committee of Presidents 


1. This committee shall consist of the president of the Synod, 
whe shall be its chairman, and the presidents of the conferences. 


2. The duty of this committee will be to advise with and assist 
the president of Synod in the discharge of the duties of his office; 
to confer with him concerning the needs of the church on the terri- 
tory of the respective conferences: to consider and advise with him 
concerning enactments of The United Lutheran Church in America 
in order to make the same effective in the congregations of the 
Synod; and to act upon such other matters as may be referred to 
it from time to time by the Synod. 


3. It shall be the duty of this committee to make an annual 
review of the roll of the ministers of the Synod and to offer such 
recommendations to the ministerial session as will be appropriate 
under Article Ten, Paragraph 9, of this constitution. 


4. This committee shall make a record of all pastoral installa- 
tions, corner stone layings, dedications of churches, etc., together 
with proper memoirs of ministers of the Synod deceased during the 
year, and report the same through the president of the Syned to 
the conventions of the Synod. : 


Section II Committee on Church Vocations 


1. This committee shall consist of the president of the Synod and 
three ministers and three laymen to be appointed by the president 
of Synod with the approval of the executive committee to serve 
for terms of three years in such a manner that the terms of two 
members expire each year. No member shall be reappointed to the 


committee until a year shall have elapsed since the expiration of 
his term. 


2. The duties of the committee shall be to seek ont and encourage 


young men and women to give themselves to full-time church 
vocations. 


| 
| 
| 
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A. MEN FOR THE MINISTRY 


The committee shall: 1 
(1) Compile a list of the Synod's ministerial candidates in col - 1 
lege and seminary. 4 

(2) Encourage, counsel, and direct all ministerial candidates . 
through interviews and reports. a 

(3) Distribute available literature and prepare additional ma- * 
terial on the call to the Christian ministry as occasion may 1 
demand. 4 

(4) Certify to the Synod such students as it approves. 

(5) Disburse such funds as the Synod shall appropriate or as 
may be granted to the Synod by the board of Education 
of The United Lutheran Church in America for assistance 
of students for the ministry. 

(6) Adopt rules and regulations subject to approval by the 4 
Synod. 

(7) Perform any other duties in the field of ministerial educa- 
tion which the Synod may assign to it. 3 . 


B. WOMEN N FULL-TIME SERVICE a 


The committee shall in similar manner seek out, list, direct and 
aid ycung women for the diaconate or other full-time Christian 
service at home and abroad. 

3. This committee shall make available to the examining com- 
mittee all its records and findings relating to candidates for /ordina- 
tion. 

4. The committee shall submit a full report annually to the Synod. 


Section I1I—Committee on Stewardship 

1. There shall be a committee on stewardship consisting of three 
ministers, and three laymen appointed annually by the president 
of the Synod with the approval of the executive committee, 

2. It shall be the duty of this committee to stress Christian 
stewardship as the practice of the Christian faith. It shall co- 
operate with the Stewardship Office of The United Lutheran 
Church in America in the creation and developent of a stewardship 
consciousness and spirit within every congregation of the Synod. 

3. It shall discourage unscriptural methods of money raising and 
shall lead the congregation to higher levels of giving with tne 
Christian tithe as a reasonable first step. 


Section IV—Committee on Foreign Missions 


1. There shall be a committee on foreign missions consisting of 
three ministers and three laymen appointed annually by the presi- 
dent with the approval of the executive committee. 
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year. 
2. It shall be the duty of this committee: 

a. To be a two-way channel of communication between the 
Synod and The Board of Parish Education of The United Lu- 
theran Church in America. 

b. To encourage and promote the full development of programs 
of Christian education in congregations within the Synod, and to 
assist congregations to carry on a program of thorough cate- 
chetical instruction. 

c. To give guidance to Lutheran church school associations 
within the bounds of the Synod. 

3. The committee shal} submit an anual report to the Synod. 


1. All applications for ordination or for reception into the Synod 
shall be made to the president and referred by him to the examin- 
ing committee which shall report on the same to the ministerial 
session (except as provided in B. 2., below); and upon the recom- 
mendation of the ministerial session by a two-thirds vote, the Synod 
shall take final action on each application. 

2. No applicant shall be received into this Synod whose field of 
labor is exclusively or chiefly within the territory or under the 
supervision of another Synod. 

3. Every minister received into the Synod and every candidate 
who is ordained shall sign this constitution prior to admission into 
memborship. By such signature the signer also obligates himself 
to relinquish his ordination certificate if requested to do so by 
formal action of the Synod. 


). —— 
1 2. The chief function of this committee shall be to encourage in 
ei every parish of the Synod the desire to share in the evangelizing 
1 of the world. To this end it shall co-operate with the Board of | 
| Foreign Missions of The United Lutheran Church in America in | 
seeking out young men and women for missionary service, in ar- | 
ranging itineraries for missionaries, in furthering the Board's spe- 
eK cial objectives, and in acquainting parishes with the aids which the 
| Board makes available. 
] 8. The committee shall submit an annual report to the Synod. 
| Section V.—Committee on Christian Education 
| 1. There shall be a committee on Christian education consisting 
of the president of the Synod together with three ministers and 
three laymen appointed by the president with the approval of the 
exebutive committee for a term of three years in such a manner 
that the terms of one minister and one layman shall expire each 
| 
| 
ARTICLE NINE 
THE RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 
Section I—Ministers 
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A.-Applicants for Ordination 3 
1. The examination of candidates for ordination shall be open to ; 
all members of the Synod. It shall test the general fitness of each 
applicant for the office of the ministry, his reasons for seeking the a 
office, his theological attainments, his aceptance of the standards a 
prescribed in Article One, Section II. and his willingness to give 4 
loyal support to the organization and work of the Synod and of q 


— — 


2. Applicants for ordination shall present to the examining com- 
mittee a satisfactory written testimonial of Christian life and 
character and also a transcript of their academic record in the 


theological seminary. 

3. Every candidate to be ordained by the Synod 
twenty-one years of age and shal] exhibit satisfactory 
the examining committee that he has received a 
preach the Word and administer the Sacraments and 
accepted the call upon the condition of his ordination by 


E 


Es 


assurance of his acceptance of this constitution, especially Article 
One, Section II. ; 
5. In exceptional cases the president may receive into the Synod 

by ordination an applicant who fulfills all the necessary require- 

ments, providing he is approved by unanimous vote of the exam- 

ining committee and the executive committee. 


. B. Ordained Ministers 
1. Any ordained minister of a constituent synod of The United 


Lutheran Church in America, applying for admission into this 
Synod, shall present a letter of dismissal of the synod from which’ 


he shall be recommended to the Synod for reception. 
2. Any ordained minister of a constituent synod of The 
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carrying no limitation of time, must come from a congregation, ; 

a synod, or a church board to a special field of ministerial labor. 

T A candidate who has not received and accepted a call shall q 

likewise. present himself for examination. Upon approval by the ud 

examining committee he may be recommended to the ministerial ! 
session for ordination. Such ordination shall take place when he 
shall have submitted satisfactory evidence to the president that he 

has received and accepted a regular call, and shall have given 1 

| 

— 

| 

he comes. He shall appear for conference with the examining com- 

mittee. If on favorable report of the examining committee to the 

ministerial session, two-thirds of the ministers present approve, ö 

| 
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United Lutheran Church in America, after being called as a pastor 
of a congregation belonging to this Synod, may, in the interim 
between conventions of the Synod, be received into the Synod by 
the president upon unanimous recommendation of the examining 
committee and of the executive conunittee. 

3. Any ordained minister of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
belonging to a Synod not a constituent of The United Lutheran 
Church in America, who applies for membership into this Synod, 
having received a regular call to a specific field of ministerial labor 
and having accepted such a call subject to his reception into this 
Synod, shall furnish satisfactory evidence of his ordination and of 
his Christian character together with a letter of dismissal or testi- 
monial of good standing issued by the body from which he comes. 
He shall appear before the examining committee for conference 
as to his acceptance of the standards prescribed in Article One, 
Section II, and as to his willingness to give loyal support to the 
organization and work of this Synod and of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. If, on favorable report from the examining 
committee to the ministerial session, two-thirds of the ministers 
present approve, he shall be recommended to the Synod for recep- 
tion. 

4. A minister coming from an ecclesiastical body other than 
Lutheran who desires to be received as a minister of this Synod, 
shall present himself to the examining committee. He shall submit 
documents witnessing to his past service in the Christian ministry 
together with evidence of his good standing in the ecclesiastical 
body from which he has severed his connection; he shall testify 
to his acceptance of the faith of the Lutheran Church as stated in 
Article One, Section II, of this constitution, and to his willingness 
to give support to the organization and work of this Synod and of 
The United Lutheran Church in America. 


Upon approval by the examining committee, and upon a recom- 
mendation of the ministerial session adopted by a two-thirds vote, 
the applicant may be certified by action of this Synod as eligible 
to receive a regular call to a field of ministerial labor within this 
Synod. When the candidate has received a regular call, he shall 
submit evidence of the same to the president of Synod who shall 
transmit it to the ministerial session. Upon recommendation of 
the ministerial session, adopted by a two-thirds vote, and favorable 
action of the Synod, the candidate shall be received into the Synod 


by ordination. 
Section Il—Reception of Congregations 


A congregation desiring admission to this Synod shall place in 
the hands of the president a formal application, signed by the sec- 
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tion of the Synod; it shall submit a copy of its constitution and of 
its charter, if incorporated. If these are in accord with the con- 
stitution of this Synod, the congregation may be received into 
membership by a majority vote of this Synod at any convention. 


1. Ministerial members of the Synod are those who have been 
received in accordance with this constitution. Their membership 
shall be terminated by death; by regular transfer and acceptance 
into another Lutheran synod; by certification to another evangel- 
ical church body; by process under Article Twelve; in the manner 
stated in paragraph 9 of this Article; or by demitting the ministry. 
2. In addition to pastors of congregations, the Synod may include 
and continue upon its roll such ministers as hold educational, mis- 
sionary, or editorial offices to which they have been appointed by 
the Synod or by The United Lutheran Church in America or any 
regularly constituted boards of the church which are recognized 
as having authority to make such appointments, and other ordained 
Lutheran ministers engaged in extra-parochial work of the church, 
which has been approved by the Synod or its executive committee 
as entitling a minister to continue membership in the Synod. 

3. Every minister shall conform his preaching and teaching to 
the doctrinal basis set forth in Article One, Section II of this con- 
stitution. 

4. Every pastor shall preach the Word and administer the Sacra- 
ments, and should conform the manner of conducting public worship 
to the accepted practice of The United Lutheran Church in Amier- 
ica, using such books of worship and instruction as have been 
accepted and approved by The United Lutheran Church in America, 
He shall care for the people of his pastorate as individuals in con- 
gregations having common faith and harmonious interest with all 
other members and congregations of The United Lutheran Church 
in America. He shall give catechetical instruction regularly, and 
administer the rite of confirmation. He shall solemnize marriage 
in accordance with the laws of God and of the state. As a shepherd 
he shall visit and minister to the members of his parish, particularly 
the sick and infirm. He shall bury the dead, install regularly 
elected members of the council, and, with the council, administer 
discipline. He shall supervise all schools and auxiliary organiza- 
tions of the congregation and promote the upbuilding of the King- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ in the community, in the homeland, 
and abroad. He shall seek out and encourage young men having 
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proper qualifications to prepare for ordination to the Gospel min- 
istry. He shall co-operate with the agencies and officers of the 
Synod and of the conference in every way, especially in the educa- 
tion of the membership to increase their liberality for the causes 
recommended by the Synod. He shall endeavor to stimulate piety 
and the sense of stewardship in the individual and family life of 
the people, as well as knowledge of the church and her work by 
the circulation of her promotional materials. 


5. Every pastor shall keep accurate parochial records of bap- 
tisms, confirmations, members received by transfer or profession 
of faith, members transferred or deceased, together with a roster 
of all members of his charge eligible to commune and communing. 
He shall keep the record of each congregation of a pastoral charge 
in a separate book, which shall be the property of the congrega- 
tion. He shall report annually an accurate statistical summary of 
these records to the proper official of the Synod. 

6. No minister shall preach or perform any ministerial act within 
the pastoral charge of a brother minister, except upon his request 
or with his consent nor shall he make pastoral visits or preach 
or perform ministerial acts in a vacant charge or congregation 
except upon formal invitation of the council, or the consent or 
appointment of the president of the Synod; nor shall he accept a 
call to a pastoral charge within this Synod without first conferring 
with the president of the Synod. 

7. Should a pastor deem it his duty to resign his charge, he shall 
confer with the president of Synod before doing so, and, when his 
final decision is made, he shall at once inform the president of the 
Synod of his decision. 

8. Any minister who leaves the specific work of the ministry, 
without the consent of the president of the Synod, to engage in 
secular pursuit shall deposit his ordination certificate with the 
president of Synod, the certificate to be returned to him if and 
when he resumes the active work of the Lutheran ministry, wita 
the consent of the president of Synod. The synodical secretary 
shall notify the proper civil authorities regarding the status of min- 
isters newly enrolled in this Synod and of ministers of this Synod 
who have demitted or who have been deposed froin the ministry 
of the Lutheran church, or who have been officially dropped from 
the roll in accordance with the next following paragraph. 


9. Should a minister belonging to this Synod find hmself con- 
strained to leave the specific work of the ministry with the consent 
of the president of the Synod, his name may be continued upon the 
roll as a member. In this connection the committee of presidents 
is to report annually to the ministerial session for consideration 
and reference a full list of all others than superannuated or physi- 
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cally incapacitated ministers on the roll who for a period of two 
or more years have not engaged in regular ministerial work as 
' defined in paragraph 2 of this article, and the ministerial session 
shall decide when it shall recommend to the Synod that the name 
of a minister whose status is in question should be dropped from 
the roll of members. 

10. If any minister in good and regular standing in the Synod 
enters a field of labor within another Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 


duty of every pastor, when members of his 
move out of its bounds: 
(1) To urge such members to unite with the congregation into 


(3) Upon application, to furnish certificates of transfer of 


garded as a valid excuse except urgent necessity and positi 
ability to attend. Repeated absence without valid excuse shall 
subject the absentee to discipline. 


8 

es 


9 he shall upon application to the president, be entitled to, and the i, 
president shall furnish him with, a certificate of transfer, but a 
until he is formally received into the membership of the synod to 1 
which he is being transferred he shall be fully amenable to this +, 
Synod. ; 
11. Every minister in good and regular standing in the Synod 
shall be entitled, upon request, to a certificate of his standing. . 
whose territory they have moved; | | 
(2) To notify immediately the pastor of said congregation of , 
such removal; and | 
membership to such as are entitled to the same. 
13. The Synod shall have the right to advise and admonish con- 
cerning association and affiliation of its ministers with non-ecclesi- 
astical and other organizations whose principles or practices appear 
to be inconsistent with full loyalty to the Christian Church. 
14. All ministers of the Synod shall attend all meetings of the 
Synod, the ministerial session, and the conference to which they 
belong. In case of unavoidable absence, the absentee shall send to 
the secretary an excuse for his absence; and nothing shall be re- 
| ARTICLE ELEVEN | 
THE CONGREGATIONS 
their and the pastors’ regular expenses, other 
full attendance upon such meetings. It may 
to take the place of the regular delegate 
| 
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2. Ewery congregation belonging to the Synod shall comply with 
the constitution, by-laws, decisions, and recommendations of the 
Synod and conference, and should conform its public worship and 
ministrations to the order approved by The United Lutheran 
Church in America. It shall make systematic effort to meet ut 
least the amounts apportioned for synodical causes and for The 
United Lutheran Church in America as indicated in a budget of 
apportionments by the Synod to the congregation. It shall make 
earnest effort to pay such amounts into the synodical treasury in 
monthly installments. It shall make due provision for the minis- 
tration of the Word and Sacraments and see that the pastbr is 
properly supported. It shall endeavor to hold at least one service 
every Lord’s day. It shall make all necessary provision for the 
promotion of piety in its families, for the Christian training of the 
young, and for the encouragement of the members in the work of 
evangelism and the practice of Christian stewardship. 


3. In cases of pastoral vacancy or of difficulty and strife in the 
congregation, the council shall seek the advice and instruction of 
the president of the Synod. 


4. In cases of strife and division, should any part of a congrega- 
tion belonging to the Synod reject the faith set forth in Article One, 
Section II. or revolt against constitutional provisions or its obliga- 
tions as a member of this Synod, that part of the congregation, 
whether majority or minority of its membership, which continues 
in unity with Synod and its faith shall be recognized as the lawful 
congregation and shall continue in possession of all property of the 
congregation. 


5. Should a member congregation disband or cease to function 
for a period of two years, all its property, real, personal and mixed, 
shall vest in this Synod, its successors or assigns, providing that no 
other right, title, or interest had been reserved in the property 
prior to memberhip in this Synod. 


6. No congregation shall make any enactments in conflict with 
this constitution or with the regulations of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. 

7. Should a pastor resign, the council shall receive the letter of 
resignation and present the same to the congregation: and at once 
report the resignation to the president of the Synod. 


8. Any congregation which desires to sever its relations with this 
Synod in order to unite with some other Hyvangelical Lutheran 
Synod shall make written application to the president of this Synod 
for a proper transfer, stating the reasons for a change in synodical 
relations and designating the syncd to which it desires to be trans- 
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ferred. Thereupon, the Synod may, by proper resolution, transfer 
the applying congregation to the designated synod. Such transfer 
shall be certified by the president and secretary of this Synod. 

9. Contemplated changes in its constitution affecting its articles 
concerning faith, adherence to this Synod and The United Lutheran 
Church in America, or disposition of its property shall be reported 
to the president of the Synod for action by the Synod. 

10. Should a congregation deem it conducive to the best interest 
of the church to relocate or to dissolve its organization and relin- 
quish its charter, the church council shall confer with the executive 
comittee and the committee on home missions cf the Synod before 
any steps are taken or any commitments made. 

11. Any vacant congregation or pastoral charge in arrears to a 


former pastor shall be required to make satisfactory adjustment 
thereof before calling a successor. 


ARTICLE TWELVE 
DISCIPLINE 
Section I—Offenses 


The offenses for which ministerial members of the Synod shall be 
subject to discipline are: 


1. Preaching or teaching doctrine in conflict with the faith set 
forth in Article One, Section II; 


2. Conduct incompatible with moral purity or with the character 
of the ministerial office; 


8. Willful disregard and/or violation of the constitution, author- 
ity, and resolutions of the Synod. 


Section IIl—Penalties 


1. The penalties which may be imposed upor ministers are: 

(a) Private censure and admonition by the president; 

(b) Public censure and admonition by the ministerial session 
of the Synod. 

(e) Suspension from the office and functions of the ministry 
for a designated period or until there is satisfactory evi- 
dence cf repentance and amendment. 

(d) Deposition from the ministerial office. 

2. The sentence of suspension or of deposition under the preced- 
ing paragraph shall automatically terminate the pastorate of the 
minister. 

3. Should any congregation belonging to the Synod turn away 
from the faith set forth in Article One, Section IT; neglect or refuse 
to exercise proper discipline over its members after due admonition 
by the president of the Synod; disparage the cause of the Christian 
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Church or hinder the upbuilding of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 
by refusing to support the benevolent work of the Church; or 
willfully disregard and violate the constitution or resolutions of the 
Synod and persist in such disregard and violation, it shall be sus- 
pended or excluded from membership in this Synod. A two-thirds 
majority vote shall be required for such exclusion. 


4. No minister under sentence of suspension or layman under 
discipline by his own congregation shall hold any office in the 
Synod, or serve as a delegate, director, or trustee under its appoint- 
ment; and every committee, board, delegation, or body of appointees 
constituted by the Synod shall see to the enforcement of this rule. 

5. It shall also be the duty of all ministers and congregations 
belonging to the Synod to respect the disciplinary action of the 
Synod. Disregard of any such disciplinary action by a minister or 
congregation shall in itself be deemed a violation of order which 
shall subject the offender to further discipline. 


Section IlI—Processes Against a Minister 


A. THE BRINGING OF CHARGES 
1. By a Congregation 

If serious accusation be lodged against a minister before his 
church council by six members in good standing in the congrega- 
tion, unless otherwise provided for by the constitution of the con- 
gregation, the council shall confer with him about the same and 
shall endeavor to remove all just cause of complaint and to reconcile 
all parties; nor shall any further steps be taken untill all proper 
efforts to this end on the part of the council have been exhausted. 

If the efforts to achieve reconciliation fail and in the judgment 
of the council a prima facie case has been made out against the 
minister, it shall report its finding in writing to the president of 
the Synod, specifying the charges, which must, however, be founded 
on the subscribed testimony of at least two credible witnesses. If 
the council shall ignore the accusation the members of the congre- 
gation who have brought the charges may in like manner lay them 
before the president of the Synod. 


If a minister be charged with some specific sin not in the manner 
aforesaid, but by widespread rumor which is not transient, but 
which continues and strengthens, the council shall endeavor to 
remove the scandal. If it fails, or finds evidence of guilt, it shall 
at once report the case to the president of the Synod. 


2. By Ministerial Members of the Synod 
Five ministers of the Synod may prefer charges against a minis- 
ter. Such charges must be specific, in writing, and signed by them. 
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3. By the President of the Synod 
Should the attention of the president of the Synod be directed by 
rumor or complaint to alleged offenses on the part of any of its 
ministerial members, he shall immediately investigate the matter 
and endeavor to remove any cause for complaint or scandal. Should 
he fail in his efforts, or should he find reason for further investiga- 
tion, he shall appoint a committee of inquiry. 


B. THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 


If any accusation against a minister of the Synod be lodged with 
the president by the congregation of which the accused is pastor, 
or by five ministers of the Synod, or by a committee of inquiry 
appointed by the president in accordance with Paragraph A, 3 of 
this section, he shall at once communicate with the accused respect- 
ing the matter. If the accused should desire an investigation, or 
the nature of the accusation be such as to call for it, the president 
shall appoint a committee for that purpose, and cite the accused 
to appear before the committee. 


When such investigation is instituted, a copy of the complaint 


against the accused shall be furnished him by the president, allow- 
ing him not less than ten days between the time of his citation and 
the time appointed for the hearing. In the interim the accused 
shall file with the committee of investigation an answer setting 
forth his defense. If the accused should refuse, or fail to appear 
without presenting adequate reasons why the investigation should 
be dcferred to another time, it shall proceed in the same manner 
as if he were present. 


If the findings in such an investigation indicate gross immoral- 
ity, or flagrant transgression, or if the accused minister shall have 
absconded, or if the circumstances are such that, in the judgment 
of the president of the Synod, the Church would suffer irreparable 
harm if the accused minister would continue to exercise the office 
of the ministry while under investigation, the president of the Synod 
shall immediately suspend the accused from the office and functions 
of the ministry until his case has been finally decided by the Synod. 

If the findings of the investigation show sufficient evidence of 


convention of the Synod, at the same time citing him to appear at 
the convention when his case shall be heard and decided. Not less 
than five days before the convention at which the accused shall 
be heard, the accused shall file with the committee of investigation 
his answer to the charges and specifications seriatim. 
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If the findings by majority vote of the committee show insuffi- 
cient evidence of guilt the committee of investigation shall report 
the same to the president of the Synod. The president of the Synod 
shall thereupon notify the accused of the termination of the pro- 
ceedings and shall then attempt in Christian love to reconcile all 
parties affected. 


C. THE TRIAL 


When the preliminary investigation has shown that formal trial 
is necessary, the president shall report the matter to the next 
annual convention of the Synod, or to a special convention called 
for the purpose, and the case shall be referred to a committee on 


discipline consisting of fifteen members. 


The committee cf investigation shall be responsible for the pre- 
sentation of evidence. The committee of investigation shall appoint 
at least two of its members who shall be charged with the duty of 
conducting the prosecution during the trial. With the consent of 
the president of the Synod, the committee of investigation may 
employ counsel to represent it at the trial. Such counsel shall 
however, be members of congregations belonging to the Synod. 


The accused shall be notified of the time and place of the trial 


and shall have the right to be present. The accused shall have the 
further right to be heard in his own defense, and to call witnesses, 
and may be represented by counsel, who, however, shall be members 
of congregations belonging to the Synod or shall be approved by 
the executive committee of this Synod. The committee on discipline 
shall hear all relevant testimony and shall present its finding to 
the Synod. If the findings be adverse to the accused, it shall, also 
recommend the penalty to be imposed. The findings of the com- 
mittee may be adopted and the penalty determined by a majority 
vote of the Synod; but the accused may appeal from the findings 
of the committee, in which case he shall be tried by the Synod in 
closed session, and the method of procedure shall be the same as 
before the committee on discipline. In case of such appeal all pen- 
alties shall be suspended until the case has been tried and deter- 
mined by the Synod. 


When a minister is charged with teaching or preaching doctrines 
that are in conflict with Article One, Section II, of this constitution, 
the committee on discipline shall consist entirely of ministers, and 
shall report its findings to the ministerial session: but the accused 
may appeal to the said ministerial session against the findings of 
the committee, in which case the ministerial session shall proceed 
to try the charges. In acting upon the report of the committee on 
diseipline or in its trial of charges, the ministerial session shall take 
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a vote upon two counts: First, Is the doctrine specified in conflict 
with Article One, Section II? Second, Is the accused guilty of 
preaching or teaching such doctrine? The guilt of the accused shall 
be determined only upon a two-thirds vote on the first count, and 
upon a majority vote on the second count. The ministerial session 
shall then report its decision to the Synod, which shall determine 
the penalty by a majority vote; but the penalty shall not be less 
than suspension from the ministry, which shall continue until such 
time as the accused shall have made full recantation of the errors 
because of which he has been suspended. 


When final decision has been made in the trial of a minister, the 
president of the Synod shall at once announce the decision, whether 
guilty or not guilty. If guilty, the president shall pronounce the 
sentence in the presence of the body, also if possible, in the pres- 
ence of the person adjudged guilty. 


If the accused shall produce to the president of the Synod after- 
discovered evidence which in the judgment of tne president would 
seem to warrant a retrial, the president shall present the evidence 
to the Synod, which shall decide whether or not the case shall 
be retried. 


When the penalty imposed has been greater than that of public 
or private censure, he shall at once call a special convention of the 
Synod to consider the matter. 


The evidence in a case of discipline shall not be published, in part 
or in whole. This shall not be taken to prevent the publication of 
the fact of the trial and the penalty imposed. 


Section IV—Appeals from Congregational Discipline 


The administration of discipline in a congregation is governed by 
the congregation’s constitution, but a member of any congregation 
belonging to the Synod may appeal to the Synod from the disciplin- 
ary action of the congregation. All such appeals must be made in 
writing to the president of the Synod within thirty days after the 
action has been taken. A copy of the appeal shall be promptly 
transmitted by the appellant to the officers of the congregation, 
nor shall the appeal be entertained unless there is evidence that 
the same has been received by said officers. Upon receiving such 
appeal, the president of the Synod shall refer the matter for inves- 
tigation and determination to a special committee appointed by 


“him. All relevant testimony shall be heard in such investigation. 


The decision or findings of the committee shall be reported to the 
president of the Synod and shall be final unless the Synod, after 
petition by either party, shall determine otherwise. 
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THE SEAL 
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| INCORPORATION 
aa The Synod shall be incorporated . 
14 
1 1. The seal of the Synod shall appear as two concentric cireies. 
1} Between the circles shall appear the legend, “The Evangelical 
1 | Lutheran Synod of the Central States. U. L. C. A.” Within the 
1 | smaller circle shall appear the bold figure of the cross and smaller 
12 figures of the sower and of the reaper. 
15 2. The seal shall be in the charge of the president of the Synod, 
| whe shall affix it, or cause it to be affixed, to all documents, cer- 
yf tificates, deeds, legal papers, or official copies of resolutions, etc., 
1 requiring the Seal of the Synod. 
3 ARTICLE FIFTEEN 
‘| THIS CONSTITUTION 
ee | 1. The provisions and ordinances contained in the constitution 
Bei and by-laws of the Synod, in so far as the same are severally ap- 
ial plicable, shall be of like force in the government of the Synod, 
35 2. The constitution of this Synod may be amended by a two- 
1 thirds vote of the members present at a regular annual convention, 
eal provided that such proposed amendments be moved and presented 
if in writing by not fewer than six members at a previous regular 
aa annual convention. 
* 3. Hiverything in any by-law, resolution, or enactment of the 
a Synod in conflict with this constitution is hereby superseded and 
repealed. 
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By-Laws 


Section I 

| FISCAL YEAR 
The fiscal year shall begin January 1 and continue through 4 
December 31. 
Section II 

CONVENTIONS 


1. The regular convention of the Synod shall be held during the 
month of May on dates set by the Synod or the executive com- 
mittee. 

2. The executive committee shall prepare an order of business 

for each convention of the Synod and shall recommend ite 
adoption at the opening session. 

3 The president together with those delegated by him shall ar- 
range for and administer the Holy Communion at each conven- 
tion in accordance with the common usage at conventions of 
The United Lutheran Church in America. 

4. The president shall appoint a chaplain for each convention. 

5. A meeting of the lay delegates, the agenda for which shall be 
prepared by the lay members of the executive committee, shall 
be held in connection with each regular convention of the 
Synod. 


RULES OF ORDER 


The business shall be conducted in conformity with Robert's 
Rules of Order, Revised, except as specified otherwise in the con- 
stitution and these by-laws. 

Section IV 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


1. Terms of elected members of this committee shall be three 
years. They shall be elected in such a manner that the terms 
of one-third of the members (an equal number of ministers 
and laymen) expire each year. No elected member shall serve 
for more than two consecutive full terms. 1 

3. It shall normally meet quarterly. Special meetings may be 

called by the president and shall be called by him at the written 

request of one-third of the members of the committee. 1 
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3. It shall cause an examination to be made of the printed minutes 
of thé last regular convention of the Synod and of any inter- 
vening conventions, make necessary corrections and present 
three such corrected copies of the minutes, certified by the 
secretary and president to the next regular convention of the 
Synod to become the protocol of the convention or conventions 
to which the minutes pertain. One copy shall be placed in 
the synodical office, one in the secretary's office, and one shall 
be placed in the archives. 

It shall make nominations for election to all elective commit- 
tees and boards. 


It snall maintain a right relationship between the Synod and 
its official auxiliaries. 

Upon nomination by the president of the Synod it shail elect 
an assistant to the president, a statistician, and an archivist. 
7. It shall arrange for the installation of officers. 


> 


Section V 
COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS 


1. This committee shall exercise oversight of and shall promote 
home missions. 


2. It shall distribute funds appropriated by the Synod for home 
missions and shall recommend the amount of aid to be given 


by the Board of American Missions of The United Lutheran | 


Church in America. 


3. Pastors of congregations receiving home missions aid shall 
submit monthly or quarterly reports as required by this com- 
mittee. 


Section VI 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
Following each regular convention of Synod, with the approval 
of the executive committee, the president shall appoint commit- 
tees as follows: 
1. Committee on youth work. 


This committee shall consist of nine members. It sball counsel 
the Luther League as an auxiliary of the church, seek to foster 
co-operation with the program of the Luther League of 
America, and seek to increase the activity of youth in the 
Synod and its congregations. It shall supervise the program 
of all youth camps within the Synod. It shall nominate to 
the executive committee a director or directors of such youth 
camps each year. Such directors, after election by the execu- 
tive committee, shall be advisory members of the committee 
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on youth work. The chairman of the committee on camp 
property shall be an ex-officio member of this committee. 


2. Committee on congregational interests. 


This committee shall consist of five members. 
Tt shall be the duty of this committee to study the constitutions 


3. Committee on student work in non-Lutheran schools. 

| This committee shall consist of not more than five members. 

This committee shall endeavor to effect or assist in effecting 
a ministry to Lutheran students in non-Lutheran schools. Its 

activity shall be in co-operation with the Division of Student 

Service of the National Lutheran Council. 


4. Committee on publications. 
This committee shall consist of three members. gg 


5. Committee on circulation of “The Lutheran.” 1 
5 It shall cooperate with the staff of “The Lutheran” in efforts 
to place “The Lutheran” in every home in the Synod and shall 
5 assist congregations toward this end. 


6. Committee on pensions. 


i This committee shall consist of not more than five members. 
5 It shall promote the pension plans of The United Lutheran 
1 Church in America among pastors and congregations of the 
Synod, and assist the president in the relief and care of minis- 
ters or their dependents in cases of emergency or special need. 


7. Committee on camp property. 


There shall be a committee on camp property consisting of a 
chairman and not fewer than six other members. Membership 
on this committee shall be for a term of ono year beginning 
October 1. The chairman of the committee on youth work 
shall be a member of this committee, ex-officio. 


Under the direction anc control of the executive committee, 
this committee shall be responsible for maintaining the prop- 
erty of any camp or camps owned by Synod; shall be responai- 
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and corporate charters of congregations applying for member- 

ship in this Synod, as well as to study contemplated changes i 

in constitution of member congregations. * 

| It shall be the duty of this committee to review and study 

periodicals and books and to make such recommendations as 

may be of value to the members of Synod or the Board of 

Publication of The United Lutheran Church in America. 
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ble for all financial transactions involved in connection with 
the ownership and management of such camps; and shall strive 


to manage the facilities of such camps on a self supporting 
basis. 


8. No member except the president shall serve on more than one 
standing committee. 


Section VII 
DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES 


Synod shall choose representatives to the following boarde: 
Central Lutheran Theological Seminary, Midland College, Tabitha 
Home, Nebraska Lutheran Social Service. The number of repre- 
sentatives and the length of terms shall be in accordance with the 
constitutional requirement of the respective boards and agencies. 

No such representatives shall serve for more than two consecutive 
full terms. 

The representatives to such institutions and agencies shall report 
annually to Synod and shall make available for inspection by the 
Synod a copy of the annual audit of the institution or agency. 


Section VIII 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


At the first session of each annual convention of the Synod, the 
president shall appoint the following committees: 


1. Committee on reference and counsel. 


The duties of this committee shall include considering all 
genera] resolutions before they are submitted to the conven- 
tion, arranging special orders for the hearing of representa- 
tives; and giving such assistance as may be desired by the 
president for the conduct of the general program of the con- 
vention. 

2. Committee on president's report. 


The duties of this committee shall include studying and review- 
ing the annual report of the president; transmitting to the 


Synod his recommendations requiring action by the Synod; 
and making such additional recommendations as it deems 
proper. 


3. Committee on elections. 
This committee shall have charge of all elections. 

4. Committee on registration and attendance. 
The duties of this committee shall include the registering of 
all clerical and accredited lay delegates attending the conven- 
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tion; distributing registration cards prepared by the secretary; 
receiving excuses of those absent from the convention; record- 
ing those absent without excuse; and making a full report to 
the Synod as to convention attendance. 


5. Committee on convention travel. 


This committee shall examine and approve the statements of 
convention travel expenses as submitted by the delegates, 
Travel expense of delegates, clerical and lay, shall be paid by 


the Synod at a rate determined by the executive committe. 
6. Committee on resolutions. 
5 8 ti n IX * 
REPORTS 


1. All officers, committees, directors, and trustees shall present 
their reports, typewritten, double-spaced, in duplicate, to the 
secretary by a date designated by him for inclusion in the 
convention bulletin. 


2. Each report shall be signed by a majority of those submitting 
it. Minority statements shall be signed by the entire minority 


3. The secretary of the Synod shall mail one copy of the 
convention bulletin to each minister together with one addi- 
tional copy for the use of the lay delegate of each congregation; 
at least one week prior to the regular convention of Synod. 


4. Financial reports shall be audited by an accredited accountant 
before presentation to Synod. All financial statements submit 
ted to the Synod shall be in such form as to show clearly and 
separately both current operating accounts and capital accounts, 
There shall be presented in each case a balance sheet showing 
assets and liabilities in reasonable detail. 


Section X 
ELECTIONS 
1. The election of all officers shall be by ballot. In cases in 


which ministers only are eligible there shall be no prior nomi- 
nations. 

2. Election of officers shall be the first item of business after the 
roll of Synod is determined and the reports of officers have 
been presented. 

3. In the election of officers the following rules shall obtain: 
On the first ballot, three-fourths of all votes cast shall be 
necessary to elect. 


— 


dissenting. 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE 


On the second ballot, two-thirds of all the votes cast shall be 
necessary to elect. 

The third ballot shall be confined to the two persons receiving 
the highest number of votes on the second ballot, and no vote 
cast for any other shall be counted. In the third and succeed- 
ing ballots, a majority shal) elect. 


DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTIONS OF THE UNITED 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


1. The president of the Synod shall be one of the delegates to 
conventions of The United Lutheran Church in America, ex- 
officio. 

2. If an officer of The United Lutheran Church in America is a 


longing to this Synod, he shall be a delegate ex-officio. 


Oral nominations may be made for lay delegates and alternate 

lay delegates. 

4. The president of the Synod shall be chairman of the delegation. 
When the president of Synod cannot serve as chairman, the 
delegation shall choose its own chairman. 

5. A per diem allowance shall be granted to each delegate in 
attendance at a rate fixed by Synod or the executive committee. 


The Synod shall be divided into five conferences. 

The North-east Conference shall be bounded on the north and 
on the east by the boundaries of Synod. On the south it shall be 
bounded by the south boundaries of the following counties of Ne- 
braska: Washington, Dodge, Colfax, Platte, Nance, Howard, and 
Sherman. On the west it shall be bounded by the west boundaries 
of the following counties of Nebraska: Sherman, Valley, Garfield, 
Holt, and Boyd. 

The North-west Conference shall be hounded on the north and 
on the west by the boundaries of Synod. On the east it shall be 
bounded by the west boundary of the North-east Conference. On 
the south it shall be bounded by the south boundaries of the follow- 
ing counties of Nebraska: Custer, Lincoln, Perkins, Deuel, Chey- 
enne, and Kimball. 

The South-west Conference shall be bounded on the west by 
the boundaries of Synod. On the north it shall be bounded by the 
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south boundary of the North-west Conference, and the south boun- 
daries of the following counties of Nebraska: Sherman, Howard, 
Hamilton, York, Seward, and Lancaster. On the east it shall be 
bounded by the east boundary of the following counties in Ne- 
braska: Hall, Saline, and Gage; and by the east boundary of the 
following counties in Kansas: Marshall, Pottawatomie, Geary, Mor- 
ris, Chase, Butler and Cowley. On the south its shall be bounded 
by the south boundary of the State of Kansas. 


The Central Conference shall be bounded on the east by the 
boundary of Synod. On the north it shall be bounded by the north 4 
boundary of the foliowing counties of Nebraska. Douglas, Saun- 2 
ders, Butler, Polk, and Hamilton. On the south it shall be bounded | 
by the south boundary of the following counties of Nebraska: Ham- x 
ilton, York, Seward, Lancaster; and by the fortieth parallel of ¥ 
latitude north of the equator. On the west it shall be bounded by 1 
the west boundaries of the following counties of Nebraska: Ham- 8 
ilton. Lancaster, Johnson, and Pawnee. 4 

The South-east Conference shall be bounded on the north by 1 
the fortieth parallel of latitude north of the equator, Un the east, 4 
and south, it shall be bounded by the boundaries of Synod. On the 
west it shall be bounded by the west boundary of the following 
counties of Kansas: Nemaha, Jackson, Wabaunsee, Lyon, Green- 
wood, Elk, and Chautauqua; and by the boundary of Synod. 


Section XIII 
SYNODICAL PAPER 
The executive committee shall be responsible’ for publishing « 
synodical paper, and it shall appoint an editor and such other men- 
bers of a staff as may be needed. Appointments to the staff shall 
be upon nomination by the editor. 


Section XIV 


AMENDMENT OF BY-LAWS 
These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the mem- 
bers present and voting at a convention of the Synod, provided that 
such amendment has been moved and presented in writing by not 
fewer than six members at a session of Synod at least one day 
prior to the day at which action is taken. 


| 
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RECOMMENDATIONS and INFORMATION 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
and 
INFORMATION 
The Joint Committee on Merger recommends to the three Synods: 


1. That the Synods shall not hold simultaneous conventions in 1954, 
but shall hold their conventions in successive weeks. 


2. That the Synods agree to the crder suggested by this committee, 
which order was established by impartial drawing of lots. The 
Midwest Synod will hold its convention in the week beginning 
April 25, 1954. The Kansas Synod will hold its convention in the 
week beginning May 2nd, 1954. The Nebraska Synod will hold 
its convention in the week beginning May 9th, 1954. 


3. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, the first convention 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Central States will be 
held in the first full week of June, 1954. 


4. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, the first convention 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Central States will de 
held in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Kansas City, Missouri. 


5. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, each Synod shall ap- 
point three representatives who, with the representatives of the 
other Synods, shall arrange for the incorporation of the Synod. 


6. That the merged Synod as a corporation shall domesticate in 
every state which is wholly or in part within the territory of 
the Synod. 


7. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, the President of The 
United Lutheran Church in America shall be invited to preside 
at the first convention of the merged Synod. 


8. That the Synods shall look to their own members who are mem- 
bers of the Joint Committee on Merger to secure proper signa- 
tures, to present the Proposed Constitution of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Central States according to the provisions 
of the existing constitutions of the several Synods, and to present 
in the 1954 Conventions of the several Synods the resolutions 


the attention of such a committee, and, if merger is effected, 
to make plans for the first convention of the merged Synod. 


y 


| 
of merger. 
9. That the Synods shall continue in existence the Joint Committee 
| on Merger, composed of five representatives from each of the 
8 Synods, to tend to any business which ~ arise that would need 


RECOMMENDATIONS and INFORMATION 


If the merger is effected, the Joint Committee on Merger will pre- 
sent at the first convention of the merged Synod the following 
resolutions of merger: 


“The Synod advises all its pastors to avoid membership in fra- 
ternal organizations because such membership offends the con- 
sciences of many Christians.” 


The undersigned move the adoption of the following resolution: 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the — Synod of 
22 cet and adopt and does hereby 
accept and adopt the Constitution and By-Laws of The Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Central States, as and for the Constitution 
and By-Laws of this Synod, effective when an identical Constitution 
and By-Laws are accepted and adopted by the REARS Ds 
Synod of , and the 
however, the provisions of Article II of said Constitution and See- 
tion 1 of said By-Laws with reference to the date of the annual 
convention and the business sessions thereof, and Article III of 
said Constitution with reference to the beginning of the terms of 
office of the President, Secretary and Treasurer, in so far only as 
the same may be appliable to the first convention of said Synod to 
begin on June , 1954, in 
the election of officers therest and the trenenction of any ent all 
business which may come before the convention, this Synod hereby 
waiving any and all notice and consenting that the first convention 
of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States shall 
begin on June, 1954, at the place aforesaid, and that the 
terms of office of the President, Secretary and Treasurer elected 
thereat shall become effective immediately upon election and con- 
tinue thereafter until their successors have been elected, and shall 
enter upon the duties of their offices as in said Articles and Sec- 
tions provided, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that na 
Synod of merge and 
consolidate and it hereby does merge and consolidate all its powers, 
rights and property and all liabilities existing against it into The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and that this 
corporation relinquish its corporate name and assume in place 
thereof, the name of the corporation with which it is hereby merg- 
ing, to-wit: The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central 
States, and 
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INFORMATION 
| RESOLUTIONS OF MERGER 
| 

| 


RECOMMENDATIONS and INFORMATION 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the election of 
officers and committees of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States, the officers and committees of this Synod, individu. 
ally or severally, as the case may require, are hereby authorized, 
empowered and directed to transfer and deliver to the proper offi- 
cers and committees of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States, all moneys, trust funds, letters, papers, agreements, 
title papers, records, documents and all real and personal property 
of any kind and nature belonging to and in the possession of this 
Synod and in which this Synod may have an equitable or legal in- 
terest, together with a complete record of all existing obligations 
and liabilities incurred by this Synod, with any and all supporting 
documents appertaining thereof, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ofticers of this 
corporation be, and they are hereby authorized, empowered and 
directed tc make, execute and deliver under the seal of this Synod, 
all deeds, assignments, transfers and other written instruments 
necessary for the transfer of, its real and personal property to The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and to take 
such legal action as will be necessary and required Ly law to fully 
consummate and effect the merger and consolidation with The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and wind up 
the affairs of this Synod. 


ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
OF 


THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
IN THE CENTRAL STATES 


OF 
OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 


That the undersigned, for the purpose of forming and becoming 
a corporation under the laws of the State of Nebraska, as a Class 4 
religious association, as defined in Section 21-834 Revised Statutes 
of Nebraska 1943, as amended, have adopted Articles of Incorpora- 
tion as follows, to-wit: 


ARTICLE I. 


The name of the corporation shall be “The Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod in the Central States”, and its principal office shall be in 
the City of Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS and INFORMATION 


ARTICLE II. 
— — Gal 
and his address is Omaha, Nebraska. 


ARTICLE Iii. 
(1) The supervision and discipline of its constituent congrega- 
tions and members in conformity with its Constitution. 
(2) To receive, own, possess, hold, sell, mortgage and convey 
property, both real and personal, for religious, charitable, and edu- 


cational purposes, and to receive property of all kinds by devise. 


bequest, gifts, or otherwise, and for such further purposes or ob- 
jects as set forth in its Constitution. 

(3) To transact all secular business and manage all temporal 
affairs of the corporation. 

(4) To make and adopt a Constitution and By-Laws not incon- 
sistent with its Articles of Incorporation, or the laws of the United 
States, or this State, or any other state in which it does business. 

(5) To have a corporate seal. 

(5) To transact any other business whatsoever incident to the 
advancement of the purposes of the corporation and provided in 
its Constitution. 


ARTICLE IV. 
All vacancies shall be filled by the Executive Committee unless 
otherwise provided in its Constitution. 


ARTICLE V. 
The corporation shall begin on the .... day of June, 1954, and 


ARTICLE VI. 
The affairs of the corporation shall be conducted by the Officers 
and the Executive Committee, who shall be elected as provided in 
its Constitution. 


| ARTICLE VII. 

These Articles of Incorporation may be amended by two-thirds 
vote at any regular or special meeting, notice of which shall be 
given — days before such meeting. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto subscribed our 
names this — day of June, 1954, at Omaha, Douglas County, 
Nebraska. 

| (Acknowledgment to be added) 


| 
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Month Cause Board or Agency 
September. Parish Education. Board of Parish Education 
October Social Missions Board of Social Missions 
November. Stewardship ........---- Laymen’s Movement 
December. Christian Ministry........ Board of Ministerial Pensions 
January Foreign Missions Board of Foreign Missions 
February American Missions Board of American Missions 
April. Christian Higher Education Board of Education 
May......: World Lutheranism......... Lutheran World Federation 
June Deaconess Wor KK. Board of Deaconess Work 


TABITHA 
HOME 


... is our Synod’s Chief 
Work of Mercy 


, REV. ALFRED w. YOUNG, D.D. 


Open.... 


Your Church To Your Hearts 


Tabitha Home To 
Representatives Tabitha Home 


A Home For 


CHILDREN AND THE HOMELESS AGED 
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Interested in helping youth... 
Think of Midland 
Going to College . 
Think of Midland 
Writing a will . | 
Think of Midland 


Tour Church College 


Midland College 
Fremont, Nebraska 


‘THE REV. PAUL w. DIECKMAN, STM., D. D., President 


CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 
(Successor to Western Theological Seminary) 
Fremont, Nebraska 


ommitted to the training of well-rounded and effective 
pastors for our day. 


ssential to the development and strengthening of the 
Lutheran Church in our vast territory. 


ames among its graduates worthy leaders in the various 
phases of the work of the Church. 
"True to the Holy Scriptures and to the Confessions. 
esolute in its purpose to become increasingly worthy of 
the Church’s increased support. 


nimated by the spirit of missions—a love for Christ and 
for souls. 


Address inquiries to President E. Bryan Keisler. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


Of The 
Sixty-Fifth Annual Convention 
Of The 


EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN SYNOD 
IN THE MIDWEST 


of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


7th and Locust Streets 
Grand Island, Nebraska 


APRIL 26 - 29, 1954 


THE REV. MARTIN G. SCHROEDER, PASTOR 


1 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


Messiah Lutheran Church of Grand Island, Nebraska was organi- 
zed August 5, 1883 by Pastor H. Siekmann. During its 71 years, Messi- 
ah has been served by nine pastors. They are in addition to the or 
ganizer; W. Rosenstengel, F. Gafert, H. Schumann, G. H. Michelmann, 
D. D., O. Hausmann, R. Moehring, C. H. Goede, and the incumbent M. 
Schroeder. During the congregation’s history its name was changed 
from St. Paulus Ev. Lutheran Church to Messiah because of another 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in the same city. The congregation has 
as of 1954 a communing membership of 571. It has also during its 
71 years of existence gone through three building programs, the most 
recent the expansion and remodeling of the 1908 structure re-dedi- 
cated in February of 1953. Although a congregation of German back- 
ground, the present membership consists of Lutherans originally from 
12 different Lutheran bodies in the United States. It was at Messiah 
Lutheran that the Midwest Synod got its name in 1937 and :t was at 
the same place 17 years later that Synod met for the last time under 
that name, deciding by vote to merge with the Nebraska und Kansas 
Synods in the creation of the Central States Synod. 
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ROLL OF PASTORS, DELEGATES AND CONGREGATIONS 


— 
Address 


Lay Delegate’s 
and 


10. 


11. 


15. 


16. 


P. Bieger 1888 
Tabitha Home 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

C. G. Wagner 1890 
804 East Arch Street 
Jerseyville, IIlinois 

F. Rabe, D. D. 1892 
2908 South 25th 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
William Harder 1893 


P. Rowoldt, Sr. 1897 
3210 Summit Blvd. 
Lincoln 2, Nebraska 

E. Walter, D. D. 1898 
Tabitha Home 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

K Klinger 1898 
54 S. Greenwood Ave. 
Pasadena, California 

M. Koolen, D. D. 1900 
Tabitha Home 

Lincoln, Nebraska 


F. C. Schuldt, D. D. 

340 West 5th Street 
Fremont, Nebraska 

J. M. Holzberger 1906 
Tabitha Home 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

J. N. Marxen 1906 
Linn, Kansas 


W. O. Zahlis, S. T. M. 1906 
Ellis, Kansas 


——ũ—: — 


| 


Retired 
Retired 
Retired 
Retired 
Retired 


Retired | 


Emmanuel (Supply) 
Hastings, Nebraska 


1906 


1916 


| 000 1 
1 Congregation 2 
Address Parish — 
| 
| 1. Retired | 
2. 1920 Retired 
3. 11 Retired 
4. 1894 Retired 
| Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
‘ 5. J. O. Krueger 1895 1923 | Retired : 
6409 Logan Street ' | 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
6. 1917 — 
8. 
9. 
255 Ilith N. W. 
Waverly, Iowa 
M. A. Jensen — 
Hastings, Nebraska 
| 12. H. L. Lenser 1906 1906 Retired 
| Hanover, Kansas 
| 13. 1906 Retired 
St. Paul’s (Supply) 
Linn, Kansas 


Wwe 


Pastor's Name : Lay Delegate’s 
and 22 } Name and 
17. E. Wendt 1909 1912 _ Retired 
9722 San Vincente St. 
South Gate, California 
18. J. Schrader, D. D. 1909 1909 Ed. Schneider St. John's 
Lipscomb, Texas Darrouzett, Texas Lipscomb, Texas 
19. Chr. Rautenstrauss 1910 1909 . 
6180 W. 40 Ave. 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado 
20. J. A. Bahnsen 1910 1909 St. Paul's 
506 New York Avenue Hastings, Ne 
Hastings, Nebraska 
21. R. Moehring 1910 1910Alex Flagler Zion's 
Wakeeney, Kansas Star Route Wakeeney, 
Wakeeney, Kansas 
22. K. Vordemann 
Tabitha Home 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
23. Fred Loeffler 1913 1913 Retired 
316 E. Grant 
Fowler, Colorado 
24. H. O. Rhode 1914 1914Fred Born St. Paul's 
Darrouzett, Texas Follett Darrouzett, Texas 
25. T. G. Kuehner 1915 1948 Trinity 
Tea, South Dakota 7 Tea, South Dakota 
26. M. Schroeder, Sr.., 1917 1916Ernest Meyer Retired | 
A. M., D. D. Rural Route South St. Paul's (Supply) 
Glenvil, Nebraska Hastings, Nebraska Glenvil, Nebraska 
27. F. W. Nolte, Sr., D. D. 1917 1917 St. John's 
Westboro, Missouri - Westboro, Missouri 
28. V. R. Pietzko 1917 1917 ___ Retired 
1500 W. 3rd St 
| Hastings, Nebraska 
29. E. C. Hansen, S. T. D. 1919 1919David Snyder United Lutheran 
2810 Summer Street 3235 N. 70th Fremont and 60th Sts. 
Lincoln, Nebraska Lincoln, Nebraska Lincoln, Nebraska 
30. Ch. (Maj.) Gustav F. 1919 1919 . S. Army Chaplain 
Duhrkop 0-502073 
OS Repl. Sta., 6020th ASU 
Pers. Ctr. 
Camp Stoneman, California 
31. A. B. J. Lentz, D. D. 1919 1919p. G. Hennings Christ's 
Louisville, Nebraska Louisville, Nebr. Louisville, Nebraska 
32. H. J. Diekhoff 1920 1920Vernon Wragge Christ’s 
Pierce, Nebraska ee Nebraska Pierce, Nebraska 
33. E. J. Moede 1920 1943 Leave of Alpenee 
Gretna, Nebraska 


*Congregations not affiliated with Synod 
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132 
1915 
1890 
1905 
1919 
1889 
1878 
1886 
| 1916 
1890 
1903 
16 


Lincoln, Nebraska 


“Congregations not affiliated with Synod 


Pastor's Name Lay Delegate's Congregation 
— 
Address Address Parish Fi 

34. A. C. Baughman 1921 1949Luther Monke Salem 1860 
Fontanelle, Nebraska R. D. Fontanelle, Nebraska 

Nickerson, Nebr. 

35. Herman Goede, D. D. 1922 1922George J. Stroh Frienden's 1907 
540 D Street 540 B St. Lincoln, Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska Lincoln, Nebraska 

36. Paul C. Kuehner 1923 1952Albert Kisling St. Paul’s 1889 
Diller, Nebraska | Steele City, Nebr. Diller, Nebraska 

37. C. H. Goede 1924 1924 3 St. John's“ 1866 
Auburn, Nebraska Auburn, Nebraska 

38. Karl Konig 1924 1924Carl Stange St. John’s 1901 

Yutan, Nebraska Yutan, Nebraska Yutan, Nebraska 

39. Karl F. Hering 1925 1952 Zion's“ 1883 
Platte Center, Nebraska platte Center, Nebraska 

40. H. M. Biedenweg 1926 1926 Albert Merz St. Peter's 1871 
Falls City, Nebraska Rte. 2 Falls City, Nebraska 

Falls City, Nebr. 

41. F. W. Henkel 1926 1951 Mission Developer 
5122 South Trenton 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

42. Victor Moeller 1927 1927Carl Wichman St. Peter's 1888 
R. F. D. 3 b Pender, Nebraska R. F. D. 3 
Pender, Nebraska Pender, Nebraska 

43. J. Peil 1 Inactive 
Ayr, Nebraska 

44. R. M. Sauberzweig, 1927 1938Harry Ross St. John's 1901 
Th. D. Otoe, Nebraska Otoe, Nebraska 
Otoe, Nebraska 

45. William Goede 1927 1942p T. Erbert Christ’s 1907 
Ellis, Kansas Ellis, Kansas Ellis, Kansas 

46. Ed. J. Amend, Th. D. 1927 1945 Harvey Gralheer Christ’s 1887 
Wisner, Nebraska Pender, Nebraska Wisner, Nebraska 

47. Fred Kern 1927 1952 _Leave of Absence 
Stonewall, Texas 

48. Frederick Freytag 1928 1950 Trinity* 1878 
Russell, Kansas Russell, Kansas 

49. Herman Joens 1930 1949Fred Von Seggern St. John’s 1901 
Scribner, Nebraska Scribner, Nebraska Scribner, Nebraska 

50, George Herber 1931 1931Wulf Krambeck Resurrection 1910 

Gretna, Nebraska Papillion, Nebraska Gretna, Nebraska 

51. C. R. Goldenstein 1931 1931Arthur Feye Trinity 1928 
2010 Ninth Street Columbus, Nebraska Columbus, Nebraska 
Columbus, Nebraska 

52. Lorin J. Wolff, 1934 1934 Missionary to Liberia, 

S. T. M., D. D. Africa 
1812 D Street 
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| Vrgenization | 
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Pastor's Name + 8 | 1 Lay Delegates | Congregation 
Address 5 2 Address | Parish 

Alfred Duis 1934 1934Karl Friedemann Salem 

105 Duck Street 416 Ramsey St. Stillwater, Oklahoma 


8 


Henry Knaub 1935 1935Dr. L. C. Donat 
Bloomfield, Nebraska 8loomfield, Nebr. 
Warren F. Churchill 1935 1935fred S. Walter 
Creston, Nebraska Creston, Nebraska 
Otto Weber 
Leigh, Nebraska 
Theodore Althof 1936 1949 Herman Langholz 
3505 Brooks Russell, Kansas 


61. 


. Stillwater, Oklahoma 


Stillwater, Okla. 
Ed. Bieberdorf 
817 Jackson 
Perry, Oklahoma 


Russell, Kansas 
Arthur W. Huneke 
Lanham, Nebraska 


1936 1948August Brei 
Odell, Nebraska 


1936 1952Lloyd Lewallen 
3301 N. W. 24th 


Louis H. de Freese 
228 N. E. 16th St. 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma 

James C. Suter 1937 1953Burton Vannier 
Hildreth, Nebraska 
Hugo H. F. Welchert 1938 1938William Pfeiffer 
Hooper, Nebraska R. F. D. 


Feribner, Nebraska 


Adolf Stover 
R. F. D. 


Jakland, Nebraska 


R. R. Syre, S. T. M. 1938 1944 
1605 N. Keene 

Fremont, Nebraska 

Gustav Wiencke, Jr. 1938 1938 
Th.D. 

1228 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Henry Trawny 1938 19500liver Wolff 
Sterling, Nebraska Sterling, Nebraska 
Richard Jobman 1940 1940M. A. Callies 

Box 754 502 S. 8th 


Norfolk, Nebr. 
Walter Botsch 
Madison, Nebr. 


Norfolk, Nebraska 


*Congregations not affiliated with Syned 


Hildreth, Nebraska 


Zion's 1892 
Perry, Oklahoma 

St. Mark's 1906 
Bloomfield, Nebraska 

St. Peter's 1909 
Creston, Nebraska 

St. Paul’s 1881 
Leigh, Nebraska 

St. John's 1900 
Russell, Kansas 

St. John's 1885 
Lanham, Nebraska 

Zion (Supply) 1910 
Diller, Nebraska 

First Lutheran 1902 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


St. Peter's 1901 
Hildreth, Nebraska 
St. Paul's 1870 
Hooper, Nebraska 
St. Paul's 1879 


Uehling, Nebraska 


Central Lutheran Seminary 
Fremont, Nebraska 


Board of Parish Education 
U.L.C.A. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

St. John's 1883 
Sterling, Nebraska 
St. John’s 1902 
Norfolk, Nebraska 

Immanuel (Supply) 


1902 
Madison, Nebraska 
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1420 North Madison 
Fremont, Nebraska 


21 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 3 
ap * Name and and 
Address Parish : 
65. Fred Ollendorf 1940 1940 St. Paul’s* 1902 
Northboro, lowa Northboro, Iowa 
66. Paul H. G. Moessner, 1940 1940Elmer B. Sasse Zion's 1887 
A.M. 2015 Clarkson Hooper, Nebraska 
Hooper, Nebraska Fremont, Nebr. 
67. Wallace J. Wolff 1941 1941 Foreign 
Lutheran Courts British Guiana 
New Amsterdam 2, 
British Guiana, S. A. 
68. Walter E. Rowoldt 1942 1942 St. Mark’s* 1916 
Pender, Nebraska Pender, Nebraska 
69. S. K. de Freese 1942 1943Martin L. Ringer Redeemer's 1889 
421 Lincoln Street Wayne, Nebraska Wayne, Nebraska 
Wayne, Nebraska 
70. Werner E. P. Welchert Jacob Ziemer Trinity 1908 
1943 1943Papillion, Nebr. Papillion, Nebraska 
623 South Madison St. 
Papillion, Nebraska 
71. Paul O. Spehr, Jr. 1943 1943 Foreign Missionary 
Lutheran Mission Liberia, Africa 
Monrovia 
Liberia, Africa 
72. H. B. Pearson 1943 1943— Luther College 
Wahoo, Nebraska Wahoo, Nebraska 
73. Paul de Freese 1943 1950Carl Grothen First St. Paul's 1878 
511 North Burlington 916 N. Burlington 5th & Burlington Ave. 
Hastings, Nebraska Hastings, Nebr. Hastings, Nebraska 
74. M. W. Peterson 1944 1951E. T. Warnemunde Trinity 1901 
Winside, Nebraska Winside, Nebraska Winside, Nebraska 
75. Levon Spath 1945 1945. Foreign Missionary 
Simbron 3182 Argentina, South America 
Buenos Aires 
Argentina, South America 
76. Waldorf Lau 1945 1948John Willems St. Paul's 1898 
Blue Hill, Nebraska Ayr, Nebraska Blue Hill, Nebraska 
77. Robert Shirck, 1945 1948George Steinert St. John’s 1898 
S. T. M. Route No. 7 Bennington, Nebraska | 
Bennington, Nebraska Omaha 4, Nebr. 
P. O. Anderson 1945 1949 Leave of Absence 
858 N. Burritt Avenue 
Buffalo, Wyoming 
79. Grant Van Boening 1946 1950Eugene Brach St. Mark's 1952 
2206 Van Buren Hoisington, Kansas Great Bend, Kansas 
Great Bend, Kansas 
80. Ralph Ritzen 1947 1947 Midland College 


Fremont, Nebraska 


*Congregations not affiliated with Synod 
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— 
Pastor's Name 7 3 | Lay Delegate’s | Congregation * 
and : 2 ; Name and | and L 
— 
81. Frederick Nolte, Jr. 1947 1947 Zion's“ 1885 
Route 6 Route No. 6 
Lincoln, Nebraska Lincoln, Nebraska 
2. Norman Schroeder 1948 1948 
Lodgepole, Nebraska John Kahrs Immanuel 1920 
Lodgepole, Nebr. Lodgepole, Nebraska 
3 Grace 1941 
Chappell, Nebraska 
83. Paul Hansen 1948 194 Foreign Missionary 
29th North St. British Guiana, S. A. 
Georgetown 8, 
British Guiana, South America , 
84. Edwin P. Bastian D Disabled 
Kutztown, Pennsylvania 
85. Martin Schroeder, Jr. 1949 1949 Howard Peterson Messiah U 
120 W 7th St. 1522 W. Ist Grand Island, Nebraska 
Grand Island, Nebraska Grand Island, Nebr. 
Earl Heuser 1950 1950 Leave of Absence 
2723 Cable 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
87. Philip C. Biblehimer 1951 1951 Jurgen Franzen Zion's 
Gothenburg, Nebraska Gothenburg, Nebr. Gothenburg, Nebraska 
88. Louis L’heureux 1951 1951 Foreign Missionary 
22-3 Chrome Japan 
Tokugawa Cho, Higashi Ku, 
Nagoya, Japan 
89. Daniel C. Schroeder 1952 1952 Elmer Denker St. Paul's 
Emerson, Nebraska Emerson, Nebr. Emerson, Nebraska 
90. Frederick J. Wolff 1952 1952Fred Boxberger Emmanuel 1924 
Hoisington, Kansas 454 W. 9th St. Hoisington, Kansas 
Hoisington, Kans. 
91. Karl Konig 1953 1953Gus Hornbacher Zion's 1896 
Sutton, Nebraska Sutton, Nebraska Sutton, Nebraska 
92. Harlan A. Brei 1953 1953Ray Spath St. John's (Ridgeley) 1874 
Scribner, Nebraska “ Seribner, Nebr. Scribner, Nebraska 
Fred Ladehoff St. Matthew's 1891 
Schuyler, Nebr. Pleasant Valley, Nebraska 
93. Roy Wingate 1953 1953Harry Rasmussen Resurrection 1952 
Schuyler, Nebraska R. F. D. Ames, Nebraska 
Hooper, Nebr. 
John Burkholder St. John’s 1894 
Bellwood, Nebr. Schuyler, Nebraska 


*Congregations not affiliated with Synod 
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Semmes 


Pastor's Name 5 Lay Delegate’s Congregation 
and : 25 72 Name and and 2 
Address 322 Address Parish 
94. Modris Gulbis 1953 1953 Hermann Schroeder Niobrara Lutheran 1896 
Niobrara, Nebraska Niobrara, Nebr. Niobrara, Nebraska 
Albert Clausen Good Shepherd 1942 
Bloomfield, Nebr. Bloomfield, Nebraska 
95. Burnell W. Hartman 1952 1954W. H. Weiss St. John’s (town) 1890 
Ohiowa, Nebraska Ohiowa, Nebr. Ohiowa, Nebraska . 
Vacant Kenneth Schmid St. John's 1881 
Richland, Nebr. Columbus, Nebraska 
Vacant Frieden’s* 1885 
Home, Kansas 
Vacant E. A. Kersting Zion 1875 
Hanover, Kansas Hanover, Kansas 
(Has called Royce J. Scherf) LaVern Heller St. Peter’s 1900 
Pilger, Nebraska Pilger, Nebraska 
Donald Kersten St. Luke’s 1905 
| „ Stanton, Nebr. Stanton, Nebraska 
Vacant St. Matthews“ 1906 
Johnson, Nebraska 
Supplied First Lutheran 1880 
— Syracuse, Nebraska 
Vacant Henry Hopken St. John's (rural) 1887 


Bruning, Nebr. Ohiowa, Nebraska 
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DIRECTORY OF SYNOD 
1954-1955 


OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES OF SYNOD 


President—Rev. Martin Schroeder, Sr. A.M., D.D., Glenvil, Nebraska. 


Vice President—Rev. Richard L. Jobman, 302 S. 2nd St., Norfolk, 
Nebraska 


Secretary—Rev. Werner P. Welchert, S. Madison, Papillion, Nebr. 


Treasurer—Mr. Cari Grothen, 916 N. Burlington Ave., Hastings, 
Nebraska. 


Statistician, Archivist, Necrologist—Rev. E. C. Hansen, S. T. D., 2810 
Sumner St., Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Senior Ministerii—The Very Reverend Paul Bieger, Tabitha Home, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


Lay Members—Mr. William Horst, 204 W. 10th St., Grand Island, 
Nebraska. Mr. Elmer B. Sasse, 2015 North Clarkson, Fremont, 
Nebraska. 


OFFICERS OF CONFERENCES 


CENTRAL CONFERENCE 


President—Rev. Norman Schroeder, Lodgepole, Nebraska. 
Secretary—Rev. Philip C. Biblehimer, Gothenburg, Nebraska. 
Treasurer—Rev. J. A. Bahnsen, 506 New York Ave., Hastings, 


Nebraska 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
President—Rev. Henry Knaub, Bloomfield, Nebraska. 
Secretary—Rev. Harlan A. Brei, Scribner, Nebraska. 
Treasurer—Rev. Ed. J. Amend, Th.D., Wisner, Nebraska. 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
President—Rev. Frederick Freytag, Russell, Kansas. 
Secretary—Rev. A. W. Huneke, Lanham, Nebraska. 
Treasurer—Rev. H. O. Rhode, Darrouzett, Texas. 


MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


Editor—Rev. Martin G. Schroeder, 120 West 7th St., Grand Island, 
Nebraska. 


Manager—Rev. W. F. Churchill, Creston, Nebraska. 


- Subscription Manager—Miss Tillie Krambeck, Gretna, Nebraska. 


BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES 
(All committees shall organize themselves each year following 
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Synodical appointment. Unless otherwise provided for, the first 
person listed under each committee is to act as convener.) 


**Indicates a second term. *Indicates an incomplete term. 


INTRA-SYNODICAL COMITTEES AND BOARDS 


1. Ministry. 
The Pastors: A. B. J. Lentz (55**), R. R. Syre (55**), R. M. Sauber- 
zweig (56), A. Baughman (57), R. Ritzen (57°). 
2. Home Missions 
The Pastors. W. Rowoldt (55), H. Welchert (56**), T. Althof (57**). 
The Messrs: August Brei (56**), Dick Glaser (57**). 
3. Evangelism 
The Pastors: N. Schroeder (55*), M. Schroeder, Jr. (56**), Paul 
de Freese (57). 
The Messrs: Walter Luckey (55), Ray Spath (57**). 


4. Stewardship 
The Pastors: President of Synod, G. Van Boening (55), W. F. 
Churchill (56), J. Suter (57). 
The Messrs: Jake Johansen (55), Elmer Sasse (56), Howard Pet- 
son (57**). 
5. New Congregations and Constitutions 
The Pastors: H. J. Diekhoff (55**), T. Kuehner (56**), M. W. Pet- 
erson (57). 
The Messrs: Frederick Spethman (55), Jacob Ziemer (57**). 


The Pastors: President of Synod, Editor of “The Midwest Luth- | 
eran”. 
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INTERSYNODICAL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 


1. Midland College 
The Pastors: President of Synod, H. Knaub (56), Carl Goldenstein 9 
(87). 
The Messrs: Martin Koolen, Jr. (55), John Hueske (56). 
1 2. Tabitha Home q 
1 The Pastors: F. W. Nolte, Sr. (55), Karl Konig, Sr. (57). 
10 The Messrs: Herman Langholz (56). : 
65 3. Lutheran Student Work 
The Pastors: H. Goede (55**), Paul Kuehner (56), G. Herber (57). 

Lutheran Student Foundation (two year term) 

Mr. K. Wilson (55*). 
4. Representative to the Midland Assembly : 


Pastor H. Joens (57**). 
| 5. Central Lutheran Seminary (four year term) 
. The Pastors: President of Synod, P. Moessner (56**). | 
The Messrs: Clinton Von Seggern (55*), Louis Mai (57). 


COMMITTEES ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 


1. Parish Education 


The Pastors: H. Joens (55*), C. Goede (56**), S. K. de Freese (57). 
The Messrs: Martin Rettig (57°*). 


| 6. Conference Protocol 
Conference Secretaries. 
7. Publicity 
CC ͤ 
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7. 


Foreign Missions 

The Pastors: H. Brei (56), E. J. Amend (57**). 
Secretary for Social Missions 

The Pastor: R. Shirck (56**). 

Secretary for Deaconess Work 

The Pastor: K. Hering (57). 

Representative to the Women’s Missionary Society 
The Pastor: A. Duis (55). 

Representative to the Brotherhood 

The Pastor: Carl Goldenstein (56). 
Representatives to the Luther League * 

The Pastors: F. Wolff (55%, P. Biblehimer (57). 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


Lutheran World Action 

The Pastors: F. Ollendorf, A. Huneke, S. K. de Freese. 
Worship and Music 

The Pastors: R. Jobman, M. Schroeder, Jr. 

Mesdames: Edna Grothen, Helen Moessner. 


THE LUTHERAN 


The Pastor: N. Schroeder. 

Publications 

The Pastors: R. Syre, G. Wiencke. 

Nebraska Lutheran Social Service 

The Pastors: President of Synod, P. Biblehimer. 
Town and Country Church 

The Pastors: F. Nolte, Jr., D. Schroeder. 

Mr. William Suhr. 

Pensions 

The Pastor: G. Van Boening. 

The Messrs: Dr. G. E. Ulbrick, Emil Sudman. 
Social Action 

The Pastors: R. Shirck, W. Goede, E. C. Hansen. 
The Messrs: Professor Orville Schultz, Judge W. J. Whitford. 


CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


(Appointed by the President) 


(Lay-members on the Committees were announced at 
the Convention) 


CREDENTIALS 

Pastors: William Goede, Philip Biblehimer, Daniel Schroeder 
REFERENCE AND COUNCIL 

Pastors: E. C. Hansen, R. L. Jobman 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Pastors: Ed. J. Amend, P. C. Kuehner, K. F. Hering, Grant 
Van Boening 


Laymen: August Brei, Odell, Nebraska. Luther Monke, Nickerson, 
Albert Kisling, Steele City. 
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4 PROTOCOL AND SECRETARY’S REPORT 


Pastors: H. J. Diekhoff, S. K. de Freese, M. W. Peterson 
Laymen: Vernon Wragge, Pierce, E. T. Warnemunde, Delegate 
from Wayne. 


5. TREASURER’S REPORT AND AUDIT 
Pastors: J. C. Suter, Karl Konig, Jr. 
Laymen: John Willems, Ayr, Burton Vannier, Hildreth, Gus 
Hornbacher, Sutton. 
6. STATISTICAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Pastors: Herman Goede, R. M. Sauberzweig, George Herber 
Laymen: George J. Stroh, 540 B. Lincoln, Sporhase, Otoe, Wulf 
Krambeck, Gretna. 
7. EXECUTIVE BOARD’S REPORT 


Pastors: C. R. Goldenstein, Alfred Duis, Hugo Welchert, 
T. Althof 


Laymen: Elmer Sasse, Fremont. Albert Clausen. Bloomfield. 
| Harvey Gralheer, Pender. | 
8. RESOLUTIONS 
| Pastors: A. C. Baughman, Victor Moeller, Fr. Freytag, Louis H. 
| de Freese 
| Laymen: Howard Peterson, Grand Island, Fred Walter, Creston, 
Walter Botsch, Madison. | 
©. LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Pastors: Arthur W. Huneke, Waldorf F. Lau, Frederick J. Wolff 
Laymen: Carl Stange, Yutan, Arthur Feye, Columbus, Donald 
Kersten, Stanton. 8 
10. LEAVE OF ABSENCE AND EXCUSES 
Pastors: C. H. Goede, Henry D. Trawney, Fred Ollendorf 
Laymen: Ernest Meyer, Glenvil, Fred Boxberger, Hoisington, 
| Fred Von Seggern, Scribner. | 
* | 11. AUDIT OF REPORT OF BUSINESS MANAGER OF MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN 
Pastors: Herman Joens, Robert E. Shirck, Fred Nolte, Jr. 


Laymen: John Kahrs, Lodgepole, | W. A. Philippi, Ohiowa, Jur- 
gen Franzen, Gothenburg. | 


12. NOMINATING LAY MEMBERS TO THE EXECUTIVE 
| BOARD 


Pastors: H. O. Rhode, Walter E. Rowoldt 
Laymen: Fred Born, Follett, LaVerne Heller, Pilger. 
13. NOMINATING LAY ern TO THE ULCA 
CONVENTION 
Pastors: W. F. v. Churchill, Poul de Freese, Ralph Ritzen 


— Scribner, Jacob Ziemer, Papillion, Otto Web- 
er, | 
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14. ELECTION TELLERS 
Pastors: Henry Knaub, Burnell Hartman, Roy Wingate, Harlan 
Brei, Modris Gulbis 
Laymen: David Snyder, Lincoln, Dr. L. C. Donat, Bloomfield, 
M. A. Callies, Norfolk, Reinard Klein, Sr., Stillwater. 
15. CONVENTION PUBLICITY 
Pastors: Paul H. G. Moessner ,Martin G. Schroeder 


16. COURTESY 1 
Pastors: A. B. J. Lentz, Moehring 


1 
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PROCEEDINGS 
| OF THE 
SIXTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE MIDWEST 


| The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran Church in America met for the opening Communion Ser- 
vice, Monday evening, April 26, 1954, at eight o’clock in Messiah Lu- 
theran Church, Grand Island, Nebraska, the Rev. Martin G. Schroed- 
er, Jr., Pastor. The Rev. Lorin J. Wolff, President of Synod, preach- 
ed the sermon, using as his subject, “The Hope Of His Calling,” 
based upon Ephesians 1:15-23. Pastor Werner P. Welchert, Secretary 
of Synod, and Pastor E. C. Hansen, Statistician, served as liturgist 
and administrants. 


| The offering at the service was designated for Apportioned 
Benevolence of the church. 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Morning, April 27, 1954 


| Devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain, Pastor 
Norman Schroeder, using “Meditation” as the theme of his sermon. 


President Lorin J. Wolff conducted the service for the formal 
opening of Synod and the business session was called to order. 


The roll of clerical delegates was called. Fifty-four responded- 
to the roll call. (ef. pp. 12) 


It was ordered that this roll was to be considered only as a 
temporary roll and that the permanent roll be established after the 
Convention has acted on the report of the Committee on the Ministry. 


The Credentials Committee presented its report. The names of 
the delegates were read and delegates responded to the roll call. 


The motion prevailed that the lay delegates recommended by 
the Committee be seated as official delegates. 


The Committee on Reference and Council presented its report. 


It was moved to adopt the report with suggested changes. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 


* 


Formal greetings were brought to the Convention by the host 
pastor, the Rev. Martin G. Schroeder. He presented a gavel to be 
used at this convention, made from wood purchased from reclaimed 
| — — of the White House in Washington, 
1 0. How eterson, Chairman of Messiah Lutheran Chure 
Couneil, spoke words of welcome. 5 


0 
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The Mayor of Grand Island, Mr. John C. Martin, brought words 
of sincere welcome in behalf of the Convention City. | 


President Wolff responded to the greetings extended, with “ 
of appreciation in behalf of Synod. 


on each side. 


The Vice President was asked to take the Chair. | 


The President of Synod presented his report, adding supplement 
al information to that printed in the Convention Bulletin. 


The Report Of The President 


“Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His name.” (I. Chron. 16:29) 


In many respeets, this has been a glorious year for our Synad. 
Whatever glory there has been, however, belongs to our God and 
Saviour. The fruitage of faithful work by pastors and laymen in 
our Synod comes from a devotion to His Word, and a willingness to 
be vessels for God to use. So we do not glory in any work which 
we have done. “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ“ We are thankful that our pastors’ have 
given primacy to the Cross of Christ in their activity. Paul says, 
“I glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me.” By infirmities, Paul does not mean weaknesses which are 
our fault; neglect, selfishness or laziness. These are sins. God 
alone can forgive us for these transgressions. Paul does mean 
weaknesses over which we have no power; the hindrances and dis- 
tresses which satan places in our way. We have met many of these 
hindrances in the work of our Synod. And it is in these very ¢ir- 
cumstances that we can glory, because “when I am weak, then am 
I strong.” When we meet problems which we cannot solve by our 
own wisdom, then we are weak, and in our weakness, we can give 
the Lord a chance to show His strength and glory. Then we are 
strong! Most of our failures are due, not to the fact that we meet 
obstacles, but to the fact that we do not permit the strength of God 
to fill our weakness. With the glory of the Risen Christ still shin- 
ing in our eyes, let us face the tremendous tasks which lie ahead of 
us, depending wholly on the strength which God alone can give. 


The call of the Lord compels us to unquestioned obedience to Him. 


The needs of the world can be met, only when we are totally com- 
mitted to Christ. The confusion of the world requires our 
allegiance to the Master. The urgency of the hour demands our 
greatest zeal for our Lord and His work. ; 


A GREAT DECISION 


This convention may well be one of historic significance, as 
our Synod makes its decision on the question of merging with the 
Kansas and Nebraska Synods. I know that much prayer and goul- 
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searching has already been done by pastors and laymen about the 
issues involved in this merger. This is as it should be. We must 


place our wills at the disposal of our Lord and Saviour, that He may 
use them, even as we cast our votes, in doing His holy will. Here 
we remember particularly the prayer: “Almighty God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; Grant we beseech Thee, unto Thy Church 


here assembled, the presence of the Holy Spirit, that in our delib- 


erations we may be guided into all truth, preserved from strife and 


vainglory, and, one in Thee, may constantly abide in that Christian 
unity which is well pleasing in Thy sight; through the same Jesus 


— 


Christ our Lord.” * 


EVANGELISM 
This is the very heart of the work of our Church. While 


_ statistics are sometimes misleading; that’s about the only tangible 
way we have of measuring our effectiveness in Evangelism. In the 


past year we added the net sum of 622 souls to our communing 
membership. The average net accessions of communing members 


during the three years previous to 1953 was 352. With that com- 
_ parison, the record may not look so bad. But the 622 accessions 
represent a bare 4% increase. It is less than 10 members per con- 
| gregation. At the same time great opportunities lie before us. 


with scarcely 50% of the population in any church. Then there is 


| also that great work of Evangelism which deals with “deepening 


the spiritual life of our members”. In 1953 about 80% of our con- 
firmed members communed, leaving 3512 people as “inactive”. 
Divided by 195. which is the average size of our congregations, this 
group of “inactive” members represents 18 average sized congre- 
gations. We have much to do in Evangelism. Many of our con- 
gregations do not have an active Evangelism Committee. In some 
instances. onlv the nastor is engaged in actively witnessing for 
Christ and His truth. In other congregations lav visitation has 
given great joy to those who participated in giving a personal wit- 
ness to Christ. We ure every congregation to set up a yedr-around 
Evangelism program, makine full use of devoted laymen in the 
visitation to inective members as well as the unchurched. We can 
look forward to the generous help which will be offered by the 
Board of Social Missions beginning in 1955. 


We are happv to report that our Svnod has shown progress in 
Stewardship. which is the “practice of the Christian Religion“ 
Last year was the first year since 1948, that we were able to pay 
100% of the apportionment to the United Lutheran Church in 
America. If we exclude 1948, which was the “double apportion. 
ment” year. 1953 was the first year in the history of our Synod that 
we resched that goal. Our joy comes not from the fact that we at- 
tained a goal. but because our congregations responded so loyally 
to the love of God in Christ, that the work of our Lord could be 
carried on, in the spreading of the Glorious gospel of Christ. Con- 
gregations of Synod contributed $18,675 more for apportioned bene 
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volence in 1953 than in 1952. We were in 17th place among ULCA 
synods, as compared with 20th place last year. We were able to 
reach the 100% because sixteen congregations gave more than 
their minimum goal, while fourteen contributed 100%. Twenty- 
four congregations gave between 50% and 100%, while nineteen 
gaves less than 50%. 


In Lutheran World Action our Synod reached 116.12% of its 
minium goal, placing us in 8th place among ULCA synods. Last 
year we gave 121% of the goal. Twenty-three congregations gave 
more than 100%, and four of these gave more than 200% of their 
goal. Thirty-one congregations contributed 100%. Sixteen gave 
less than the minimum, and six of these gave less than 50%. A 
special word of appreciation is hereby given to the pastors and 
laymen for their genuine stewardship efforts the past year, whieh 
gives glory to God's name. : 


USUAL WORK 


The regular duties of your president include the aire Fay of 
seventy-three sermons, delivering fifteen addresses, attending 110 
meetings of committees, boards and conferences, being present at 
fifty-two church council meetings, besides numerous personal con- 
ferences. I also attended three meetings of the Board of Foreign 
Missions and the Synodical President's Conference, which are got 
directly connected with my Synodical office. 


ORDINATIONS 


Pastors, Harlan August Brei, Karl Henry Konig and Arthur 
Walter Miller were ordained on May 19, 1953 at our Synodical Con- 
vention. Pastor Modris K. Gulbis was ordained on August 23, 1953 
in Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Lindy, Nebraska. 


RECEPTION OF PASTORS 


Pastor Roy Barton Wingate, from the Kansas Synod, May 19, 
1953. 
Pastor James C. Suter, from the Nebraska Synod, September 1, 
1953. 

Pastor Burnell W. Hartman, from the New York and New Eng 
land Synod, September 25, 1953. 


TRANSFER OF PASTORS 
Pastor Arthur W. Miller, to Kansas Synod, July 12, 1953. 


CALLS AND INSTALLATIONS 


Pastor Harlan A. Brei, to St. John’s Scribner (Ridgley), effec 
tive May 20, 1953, after his ordination. Installed June 21, 1953. 


— 


| 
* 
‘ 


— — 


Pastor Karl H. Konig, to Zion, Sutton, effective after his or- 
dination, May 20, 1953. Installed July 12, 1953. 


Pastor Roy B. Wingate, to Schuyler-Ames Parish, effective May 
20, 1953. Installed June 28, 1953. 


| Pastor George Herber, called from Pierce to Resurrection, 
Gretna, effective July 1, 1953. He was installed July 5, 1953. 


| Pastor H. J. Diekhoff was called from St. John’s, Ohiowa to 
A Christ in Pierce, effective July 1, 1953. He was installed July 12, 
1953. 


Pastor Modris K. Gulbis was called to the Lindy-Niobrara Par 
ish, effective, August 23, 1953. He was installed on the same day. 


| Pastor J. C. Sutter was called from Stamford, Nebraska (Ne- 
braska Synod) to St. Peter's, Hildreth, effective September 1, 1953. 
He was installed September 6, 1953. ! 


Pastor Burnell W. Hartman was called from Covenant Luther- 
an, Brooklyn, New York to the St. John’s Ohiowa Parish, effective 
October 15, 1953. He was installed on November 1, 1953. 


Pastor Alfred J. Duis was called from St. Peter's, Hildreth, to 
the Stillwater-Perry Parish, effective May 31, 1953. 


OTHER RESIGNATIONS 


Pastor Earl Heuser resigned as Pastor at Zion’s Hanover, ef- 
fective October 1, 1953 to take up advanced Theological training in 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary. He has been granted a leave from 
the active Ministry. 


Pastor Ralph Ritzen resigned from St. Peter’s in Pilger, effec- 
tive October 1, 1953, to become Admissions Counselor at Midland 
College. According to our Constitution Art. IX Sec. A. Par. 2, his 
name is retained on our ministerial roll. 


Pastor E. P. Bastian resigned at St. Matthew’s, Johnson, effec- 
tive December 15, 1953 because of disability. A polypus in his throat 
has required three different surgical operations up to this time. 


Pastor Fred Henkel resigned, from St. Mark’s, Great Bend, 
Kansas, effective March 1, 1954, to accept a call from the Board of 
American Missions to develop a congregation in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


| 
| 
Pastor Fred Kern has completed his assignment with the Latin | 
American Committee of the Lutheran World Federation, in Vene- 1 
7 
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zuela, and has returned to the States. 


RETIREMENTS 


Pastor H. L. Lenser resigned at Frieden’s, Home, Kansas, ef 
fective September 1, 1953, to retire from the active ministry. He 
has served in the active ministry for forty-seven years, all of them i 
in our Synod. J 

Pastor J. N. Marxen, resigned from St. Paul’s, Linn, Kansas 
effective January 1, 1954 to retire from the active ministry. He has 
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served in the ministry for forty-seven years, forty-two in our own 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mrs. Emma Louise Schrader, wife of Pastor John 1 
Lipscomb, Texas died on October 20, 1953 in Shattuck, Oklahoma. 
Funeral services were held in Hanover, Kansas, with Secretary 
Werner Welchert and Pastor J. N. Marxen officiating. 


Pastor M. A. Ritzen died on November 30, 1953 in his home in 
Fontanelle, Nebraska . Funeral services were conducted by Pastor 
A. C. Baughman and your President on December 3 in Fontanelle. 


Mrs. T. Schmunk, wife of Pastor Schmunk died at her home in 
Fort Morgan, Colorado on Januery 5, 1954. Funeral services were 
held there on January 8. 


We convey our deep sympathy to the bereaved and commend 
them to the love and care of our Heavenly Father. 


ROLL OF PASTORS 


The following pastors are at present not serving a parish + a 
recognized agency or institution of the U.L.C.A:: 


P. O. Anderson is serving a congregation of the Augustana 
Church in Buffalo, Wyoming. 


E. P. Bastian is for the present, on the disability roll of i the 
Pension Board. 


Fred H. Bloch is employed by the Well’s Fund Raising Organ- 
ization. He was granted a year's leave of absence from the active 
ministry at our last convention. 


Earl Heuser has been granted a leave to take advanced theolog- 
ical studies in Chicago Lutheran Seminary. He is supplying a con- 
gregation in the Wartburg Synod on week-ends. 


Fred Kern has completed his assignment with the Committee 


on Latin America of the Lutheran World Federation. He is I 
in Stonewall, Texas at the present time. 


E. J. Moede is not serving a parish at this time. He is * 
his home in Gretna, Nebraska. 

Henning Pearson is teaching in a Lutheran High Schoql in 
Minot, North Dakota. 


T. Schmunk was granted another year’s leave to serve an A 
gelical Reformed congregation in Fort Morgan, Colorado at our 
last convention. 


The Executive Board of Synod has requested the Committee on 
The Ministry to review the status of such pastors and wis} © the 
Ministerium. 


Chaplain Gustav F. Duhrkop, stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas is 
making regular monthly reports of his activities to your president. 


VACANT il 


Imannuel, Hastings, since February 26, 1950. Supplied by Pas- 
tor M. A. Jensen, retired. 


St. Paul’s, Glenvil, since March 1, 1953. Supplied by Pastor 
Martin Schroeder, retired. 


Zion, Diller, since April 12, 1953. Supplied by Pastor Arthur 
Huneke, Lanham. | 


Zion, Hanover, since September 1, 1953. Supplied by Seminary 
students, and neighboring pastors. 


Frieden’s, Home, since September 1, 1953. Supplied by Semin. 
ary students and neighboring pastors. 


St. Peter’s, Pilger, since October 1, 1953. Supplied by Semin- 
ary students and Pastor Ed. J. Amend, Wisner. 


St. Matthew, Johnson, since December 15, 1953. Supplied by 
Seminary students and Pastor C. H. Goede, Auburn. 


St. Mark’s, Great Bend, since March 1, 1954. Supplied by Pastor 
Fred Wolff, Hoisington. 


St. Paul’s, Linn, since January 1, 1954. Supplied by Pastor 
N. Marxen, retired. 


oi ANNIVERSARIES OF CONGREGATIONS 


First St. Paul’s, Hastings, Paul de Freese, Pastor - 75th Anni- 
versary of the congregation, services held on September 13, 1953. 


St. Paul’s Glenvil, Martin Schroeder, Supply pastor - 75th Anni 
versary of the congregation, services held on October 11, 1953. 


St. John’s, Sterling, Henry D. Trawney, Pastor - 50th Anniver- 
sary of Women’s Missionary Society, services held on November 15, 


NEW BUILDINGS 


St. Mark’s Mission, Great Bend, Fred Henkel, Pastor, laid the 
corner stone of their new church on October 4, 1953. Dedication 
Services for the new church were held on January 24, 1954. The 
edifice is a beautiful brick structure, designed by Mr. T. Norman 
Mansell, seating 170 people. It is complete with all furnishings, 
parish educational facilities are provided in the basement. The 
cost was approximately $57,000. 


St. Peter’s, Pender, Victor Moeller, Pastor held services of 
dedication for their new parsonage on October 18, 1953. This new 
home is a two story frame house, with full basement, all modern in 
ey on The cost, not including a great deal of donated labor was 


Christ Lutheran, Wisner, Ed. J. Amend, Pastor laid the corner 


stone in their new church building on June 28, 1953. 
—- 
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1953. 


8, Russell, T. Althof, Pastor held ground-breaking her 
vices for their new $105,000 parish education building, on February 


OTHER IMPROVEMENTS 


FONTANELLE, Salem: Complete renovation and redecoration of 
parsonage, including new woodwork, doors, windows, kitchen 
cabinets, wiring and insula‘ion. Cost $4,500, not including much 
donated labor. 


LINDY, Good Shepherd: Burning of $7,000 mortgage on August 
23, 1953. New electronic orzan, dedicated March 28, 1954. | 


LOUISVILLE, Christ's: Enlarged Church by adding a confer- 
ence room and extending nave. Basement and kitchen refinished 
Cost $6,700, not including donated labor. 


LINCOLN, Frieden’s: New Hammond Organ, dedicated, et 
ber 18, 1953. | 


PLEASANT VALLEY, St. Matthew's: Added a basement, new 
furnace, Narthex remodeled, chancel refurnished and redecorated, 
new pulpit, altar and baptismal font, chancel rug. Cost — 


LEIGH, St. Paul's: Enlarged church by adding sacristry, com 
plete renovation of basement. Cost about $9,000. 


WINSIDE, Trinity: Enlarged church, adding space in the nave 
and chancel. Basement enlarged for more Sunday school . 
Two new gas heating units. Cost about $10,000. 


FONTANELLE: New roof on tower of church, remodeling of 
kitchen in church; cost: $825. 


GLENVIL: Stained art glass windows for entire church; neon- 
lighted cross on steeple; pulpit, altar and lectern paraments for all 
seasons of church year and a new sterling silver chalice, all of these 


were given as memorials. 


HOISINGTON: New Altar hangings, Choir robes, portable organ 
for S. S. rooms; refinished church floor; Cost: $1,000. 


LINCOLN, Frieden's: New Hammond organ, chancel rempdcled 
pulpit lowered; mew chancel stairs, rewiring of church; Cost over 
$4,000. | 


LINDY: New Wurlitzer Organ, cost: $1400. 
OTOE: Enlarged and completely remodeled basement of 3 


PIERCE: Enlarged parsonage by addition of two rooms, install. 
= gas heating in church and parsonage. Cost $3000 plus 9 
bor. 
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PLATTE CENTER: Art Glass windows in church, new entrance 
in Church, new slide projector, cemetery fence. Cost: $2200. 


SUTTON: New Hammond Organ, New garage, complete redecora- 
ting of parsonage. 

WISNER: New church will be dedicated May 3, total cost: 
$125,000. The congregation raised in a little over a year, $95,000. 


SCRIBNER (Ridgeley), St. John’s: Covered basement walls with 
ply-board, basement floor was covered with asphalt tile. Built-in cup- 
board and closet space for visual aids, choir robes, tables and chairs. 
Total cost of about: $1,700.00. 


OTHER MATTERS 


The installation of Sister Ruth Hobbs, as Parish Deaconess in 
St. John’s Russell on September 15, 1953 was a significant event for 
the congregation and for Synod. This is the first time that any of 
our congregations has had the service of a parish deaconess. We 
know that the presence of Sister Ruth in our fellowship will mean’ 
much to all of our congregations in the understanding of Lutheran 
Deaconess work. 


In harmony with a resolution passed at our last Convention, I 
have advised the Trinity congregation in Tea of the action of Synod. 
The Secretary of the congregation has informed me that steps 
have been taken, to effect the transfer of the congregation to the 
Dakota District of the American Lutheran Church in January 1955. 
We suggest that proper authorization be given to the Executive 
Board to grant this congregation a transfer at the proper time. 


Our Synod, together with the Nebraska Synod had charge of 
the arrangements of the KNUBEL-MILLER Lectures in Fremont 
in January of this year. The Pastors A. C. Baughman, Hugo H. F. 
Welchert and Robert E. Schirk of our Synod served on the Arrange 
ments Committee. The total attendance at three sessions was 395. 
Our Synod’s expense amounted to $1.87. This is one half of the ex- 
pense, which was not covered by the offering taken. We are happy 
to report that many of our pastors attended these lectures. 


The Presidents of the National Council groups in Nebraska 
sponsored Publicity Workshops in Nebraska this past year. A pas 
tor or layman in almost every County of Nebraska has been asked 
to release to local papers news items from the National Lutheran 
Council Publicity Bureau. We would urge all of our pastors and 
congregations to make use of the press, radio and television for 
good publicity. Our own ULCA Department of Press, Radio and 
Television also offers its help in this field. We hope all pastors 
will make use of this assistance offered to them. It would be well 
for every congregation to order re-prints of the article “What is a 
Lutheran”, which appeared in The Look magazine, for distribution 
to churched people as well as to the unchurched. 


of Blair, Nebraska, which submitted the lowest bid. 


IN APPRECIATION 


1 wish to acknowledge publicly my deep gratitude to Almighty 
God for his grace and strength, which has made it possible to serve 
the Synod for these past seven years. I also want to thank the 
. ys congregations for their faithful work in the further 
— e Gospel and their cooperation with this office in the 

Jam also grateful to the members of the various 
— and committees, especially the Executive Board for their 
cooperation in my work. As I leave the office of President. of 
Synod this year, I want to thank all members of Synod for the 
privilege you have granted me in this service. I have enjoyed the 
work, because I have enjoyed your friendship and fellowship, 
especially because it has been the Lord’s work. 


“Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and! to 
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceed- 
ing joy, to the only wise God our Saviour be glory and g 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.“ 


LORIN JOHN WOLFF 


The Secretary presented his report. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY | 
During the past Synodical year, your Secretary attended ai of 
the meetings of the Executive Board, and the usual secretarial 
work for the Synod and the Executive Board was done. 


Thirteen hundred copies of the 1953 minutes of Synod and two 
hundred and fifty Convention Bulletins were printed by The 
Lutheran Publishing House in Blair, Nebraska. The total cost for 
printing the Bulletin and Proceedings, including postage, supepies, 
and labor in mailing, was $830.99. 


Your Secretary again obtained competitive bids on the printing 
of the Convention Bulletin and the Synodical minutes for the year 
1954. Bids of three different companies were received, varying 
from $770-$1,095. These bids do not include the cost of ma 
The printing was awarded to the Enterprise Publishing Company 


Your Secretary herewith formally presents to the Secretary of 
Records in the Archive, a printed copy of the minutes of Synod for 
1953, which, after examination and correction by the Committee on 
Protocol, and approval by Synod, shall be the official minutes of - 
Synod for 1953. 

Respectfully submitted, 


WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 


The Treasurer of Synod presented his report. He distributed 
additional mimeographed information. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
January 11, 1953 te January 16, 1954 


RECEIPTS: DISBURSEMENTS: 
Cash on hand, Jan. 10, United Lutheran 
1953 _$ 6,677.09 Church Funds 8 94,311.13 
Benevolence 156,064.70 Midwest Synod Funds 63,476.63 
Personal Contribu- Balance, Jan. 16, 
tions 1,306.50 1954 6,330.53 
$164,118.29 $164,118.29 


STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 


UNITED Disburse- 
LUTHERAN CHURCH FUNDS Receipts ments Balance 
Apportionment $65,750.00 $65,750.00 
Specials 
American Missions 622.80 622.80 
Foreign Missions 6,224.13 6,182.13 $ 42.00 
Pensions and Relief 63.35 63.35 
American Bible Society — 73.95 73.95 
Lutheran World Action 20,318.05 20,318.05 i 
Lutheran World Relief — 128.00 128.00 
G. 1,156.64 1,156.64 
Board of Deaconess 12.00 12.00 
Children of the Church 421 421 
TOTALS 4 894,353.13 894,311.13 $ 42.00 
MIDWEST SYNOD FUNDS 
Synodical Home Missions 
$ 828.00 j 
3850.00 $ 4678.00 $ 478.000 
Midland College 
. 20000.00 21332.65 21332.65 
Seminary 
.. 
9500.00 11307.98 11307.98 
Lutheran Student Work 
650.00 845.00 845.00 q 
Beneficiary Education 
2 § 
600.00 610.00 610.00 4 
| 


g 

1 

i 
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E Tabitha Home A 
3 Specials 2340.10 
Memorials 1423.25 
Budget 1800.00 5543.35 5523.35 20,00 | 
Trans. from Synod- 
ical Treas. (20.00) (20.00) (20.00) 
Synodical Relief 
Gen. Fund: Bal. on 
hand . 289.40 289.40 100.00 189.40 
Ret. Pastors and Widow Fund ) 
Specials 20.00 350.00 350.00 
Budget 330.00 
Welfare 
Specials 1482.21 
Budget 1050.00 2532.21 2532.21 
The Midwest Lutheran 
Specials 700.75 
Budget 104000 1740.75 1740.75 
Stewardship 
. Budget 200.00 200.00 100.00 100.00 
fi 
Synodical Treasurer 
Bal. on hand 336.49 
Specials 10.00 4051.74 3934.16 117.58 
Budget 3705.25 
Office of President 
g Bal. on hand 499.07 
Specials 672.50 7191.89 6930.89 261.00 
2 Budget 6020.32 
i Synod Home 
9 Bal. on hand 762.13 
5 Budget 600.00 1362.13 91.06 1271.07 
Parish Education 
: Bal. on hand 86.09 86.09 84.46 1.63 
Midwest Brotherhood 
4 Specials 66.00 66.00 50.00 16.00 | 
Luther League 
Specials 75.00 75.00 S 
* 
Miscellaneous Fund 
Bal. on hand 450.00 
y Specials 1152.43 1602.43 1 / 
— 27 — 
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$69765.16 $63476.63 $ 6330.53 


Receipts: 
For United Lutheran Church Funds _$94353.13 
For Midwest Synod Funds 69765.16 
Disbursements: 


To United Lutheran Church Funds 9431113 
To Midwest Synod Funds 


Balance on hand, January 16, 1984 . 6330 
164,118.29 
I certify the above to be true and correct to the best of my know- 
ledge and belief. 
CARL GROTHEN 
Treasurer 
SUMMARY OF THE OFFICE OF FULL TIME PRESIDENT 
Receipts: 
Balance on hand, January 11, 1953 499.07 
Specials 672.50 
Budget 
$5000.00 
Pension Plan 230.00 
Family Protection Plan 36.00 
Expense 754.32 6020.32 
Total Receipts 
Disbursements: 
Salary 5000.00 
Pension Plan 230.00 
Family Protection Plan 2 18.00 
1682.89 
Total Disbursements 
Balance on hand, Jan. 16, 1954 _ 
Summary of the Synodical Administration 
Receipts: 
Balance on hand, January 11, 1983898 336.49 
Specials 10.00 
Budget 3705.25 
Total Receipts a 


: 
* Emergency Revolving Fund 
i Bal. on hand 4193.91 | 
4 Specials 19650 4390.41 78.56 4311.85 
| Lutheran Student Center 
Specials 1365.13 1365.13 1365.13 
w.MS. 
Specials 145.00 145.00 145.00 
— — — — 
SUMMARY: 


* 
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Disbursements: 

Executive Board 
Merger Committee 
Officers’ Expense 
Officers’ Salaries 
Bulletins and Minutes 


Auditor 


Convention Expense 
Printing Constitution | 


Publicity 


Welfare 


Mikkelson Committee 


Adding Machine, Treasurer's Office 


Typewriter, Midwest Lutheran Sub- 


scription Mgr. 
‘Typewriter, President's 


Total Disbursements 
Balance on hand Jan. 16, 1954 


January 11, 1953 to January 12, 1954 


3934.16 


— 


$ 117.58 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE MIDWEST SYNOD 
BENEVOLENCE RECEIPTS 


= = 4 he 8 

=) < < 8 = 
Ames, Nebr. 10.00 $ 10.00 $ 75.25 $ 85.25 
Auburn * 192.00 361.06 1680.91 2041.97 
Be n 217.94 257.73 1971.84 2229.57 
Bloomfield 625.00 1654.26 4305.00 5959.26 
—— hE 110.53 150.04 597.22 747.26 
Blue Hill 218.00 582.51 1370.30 1952.81 
.. 52.00 52.00 150.69 202.69 
Columbus (r) © 391.00 705.75 2221.00 2926.75 
Columbus — 599.00 1484.00 4616.00 6100.00 
̃ 190.00 543.50 1753.50 2297.00 
Darrouzett, Tex. 110.00 110.00 60.07 170.07 
Diller (t) 266.00 372.89 1575.00 1947.89 
Diller (r) _ 1517.00 1770.63 305.65 2076.28 

is, Kansas 350.00 534.59 3076.62 3611.21 
Emerson 475.00 827.07 2905.88 3732.95 
Falls City, 

St. Peter’s 166.00 296.00 650.00 946.00 
Fontanelle 242.00 756.60 2068.00 2824.60 
Glenvil _ 128.00 221.00 966.00 1187.00 
Gothenburg 108.00 144.00 1240.00 1384.00 
Grand Island 681.00 1307.60 4500.00 5807.60 
Great Bend, 

Kansas 50.00 175.00 25.00 200.00 
Gretna 203.25 354.05 654.06 1008.11 


225.10 
; 208.51 
567.42 
975.00 
830.99 
100.00 | 
106.20 
450.53 ; 
31.50 
76.30 
103.64 
95.47 
| 85.00 
Office 50.00 | 
Miscellaneous 28.50 | 
˙ 
4 
“4 
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Hastings, First 
St. Pauls 1143.79 
80. 
Z 
Iman. 
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Ohiowa (t) 


Pender (r) 
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Russell, Kan. (t) 


—— — 
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| Hanover, Kans., 
| 413.50 450.10 883.11 1333.21 
Silver Cliff, 
| 50.00 50.00 141.00 191.00 j 
899 00 2717.33 6040.50 9657.85 
f 50.00 234.00 160.00 394.00 
114.00 137.00 891.00 1028.00 
508.00 799.20 240293 3202.13 
Hoisington Kan. 168.00 408.00 131250 1720.50 
| Home, Kans. | 81.00 128.20 167.00 295.20 ‘ 
Heeoper 432.00 1443.73 3150.00 4593.73 | 
Hooper (r 3 348.00 651.99 2415.28 3067.27 
Johnson vas 80.00 266.39 870.00 1136.39 
Lanham 194.00 351.00 1314.00 1665.00 
Leigh 112.00 272.00 827.00 1099.00 
Lincoln, 
Friedens * 331.70 820.70 2735.03 3555.73 
| United 381.00 1301.00 114200 2443.00 
Zion 220.43 397.89 1196.11 1594.00 
| Linn, Kans. . 5 93.00 177.40 375.00 552.40 17 
Lipscomb, Tex. 1 157.27 207.27 987.01 1194.28 
L Ledgepole 88.00 148.00 756.00 904.00 
| Louisville 169.00 252.75 1219.25 1472.00 
| Madison 82.00 170.64 301.60 472.24 
| Niobrara 82.00 185.37 601.55 786.92 
Norfolk 314.00 446.23 2140.84 2587.07 
| Northboro, Ia. 250.00 342.53 908.55 1251.08 
| — 243.22 339.33 899.33 1238.66 
| — 102.00 389.50 29.00 418.50 2 
Oklahoma City. 278.73 1112.72 340164 4514.36 
: | Otoe — | 200.00 278.75 474.00 752.75 : 
| 435.00 621.33 2586.00 3207.33 
745.70 1879.35 3574.28 5453.60 
306.00 1003.00 68.35 1071.35 
| Perry, O 150.00 309.95 153053 1840.48 : 
| | Pierce 200.00 323.40 1110.00 1433.40 
| Pilger 275.00 533.01 1229.08 1762.09 ‘ 
| Platte C 155.00 312.57 115750 1470.07 ; 
Pleasant 20.00 20.00 180.00 200.00 
| — 850.00 980.10 6950.00 7930.10 
| Russell, Kan. (r) 49265 1056.25 1040.00 2096.25 4 
| Schuyler _____ 167.41 167.41 1064.79 1232.20 
| Scribner _ __ 225.00 475.58 1533.00 2008.58 7 
| 203.00 310.30 1575.00 1885.30 { 
| Stanton 38.26 75.59 265.80 341.39 
| 208.25 346.20 100460 1350.80 
| Stillwater, Okla. ___ 137.00 364.24 102142 1385.66 
yracuse — 10 200.00 298.10 
| + Tes, So. Dak. 180.00 287.60 $30.14 617.74 
118.00 355.70 49851 354.21 
| ney, Kan. 160.00 225.00 1620.00 1845.00 


1478.00 3085.00 4563.00 
305.46 1953.03 2258.49 
389.00 1575.00 1964.00 
919.00 1723.00 2642.00 


Total Bene- 

volence 1156.64 $ 20406.05 $ 40986.13 $115078.57 $156064.70 
Private 

Contributions 40.00 53.00 17.00 70.00 
Organizations 


Grand Total _ $1156.64 $ 20446.05 $ 42345.63 $115095.57 $157441.20 
CARL GROTHEN 
Treasurer 


CERTIFICATE 


I have examined the Treasurer’s records of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Midwest for the period ended January 16, 1954; 
have examined or tested accounting records and other supporting 
evidence, by methods and to the extent I deemed appropriate. The 
examination was made in accordance with generally accepted audit- 
ing standards and includes all procedures which were considered 
necessary in the circumstances. 


In my opinion, the accompanying statement of receipts, disburse- 


ments, and financial statements present fairly the position of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest at January 16, 1954; and 
the result of its operation for the period, in conformity with general 


ly accepted accounting principles. 
EDWIN A. SCOTT 
Public Accountant 


The Report of the Statistician, Archivist and Necrologist was pre- 
sented. 


REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


I herewith submit my 18th. annual report to this 65th. convention 
of the Midwest synod. 


The 65th. annual statistical report will show that two congre- 
gations failed to return their parochial blanks. Stanton and Plea- 
sant-Valley. However the important parochial figures of 1952 as 
well as benevolences of 1953 of these two congregations are included 


in the summary report. 


The 1953 reports will show an increase in baptised members 
of 762. With 76 congregations on our synodical roll, these acces- 
sions of 762, would be only ten new additions per congregation for 


— 


3 Westboro, Mo. 428.00 : 
Winside 170.21 
| Wisner 217.00 
Yutan 534.00 
| 
| 
| 
| 
— 
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an entire year. Of these 762 accessions for 1953, five congregations 
report more than half of them. This leaves for the other 71 con- 
gregations, only 336 accessions for the entire year, or less than an 
average of five per congregation. Fifteen congregations showed 
losses in baptised and confirmed members. The Midwest synod still 


carries eight non-synodical congregations on its roll. 


A FIVE YEAR COMPARISON 
ITEM 1948 1953 5 year increase 
e 23210 26236 3026 
16503 18302 1799 
Members of Men's Soc. 623 1022 399 
Members of Women’s Soc... 3108 3635 527 
In Sunday School (Not teach.) 6494 7645 1151 
Young People 1401 -1295 -106 
Property Value 17671084 3234853 1467744 
Indebtedness 60478 158647 98172 
Cong. Expenses ............. 450237 711476 261239 
Apportionment Pai — 115081 55560 
Unapport. paid 51560 40993 10567 
Total Benevolences ‘ . 111081 156074 44993 
Total Cong. Expenses 561318 877550 316232 


Entered in the archive during 1953: 


Official copy of the minutes of the Midwest synod of 1952. An- 
niversary Booklet of St. Pauls’ Hastings cong. Several cuts and pic- 
tures. Obituaries of Pastor L. Hopp, pastor F. Podszus, Mrs. L. Spiek- 
ermann, and Mrs. Minnie Vordermann. 


The following members of our synod were called from this life 
during the last synodical year: Mrs. John Schrader, wife of pastor J. 
Schrader DD. of Lipscomb Texas; died, Oct. 20th., 1953. 


Pastor Martin A. Ritzen of Fontanelle, Nebr., died, Nov. 30th, 


1953. 
Mrs. T. Schmunk, wife of pastor T. Schmunk of Fort Mor 
Colorado, died January 5th, 1954. * 


Respectfully Submitted: 
E. C. HANSEN, Statistician 


The Report of the Executive Board was presented. An addition- 
al item for information was added. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Your Executive Board held four meetings during the Synodical 


year: 
June 29, 1953, at First Federal Savings & Loan, Lincoln, Ne- 
September 21, 1953, at Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebraska; 
— 
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— 2j 14, 1953, at The Lutheran Student Center, Lincoln, 


Nebraska; 


February 10-11, 1954, at Messiah Lutheran Church, Grand Is- 


land, Nebraska. 


ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND APPROVAL 


1. The following appointments were made: 
Committees of the Executive Board: | 
Finance: Messrs. Carl Grothen, William Horst, and Pastor 
Richard Jobman. 


Property: Messr. Walter Jobman, William Horst, and Pastor 
F. Nolte, Jr. 


Personnel: President L. J. Wolff, and Pastors E. C. Hansen, 
and W. P. Weichert. 


Business Manager, THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN: 
Pastor W. F. V. Churchill 


Ad interim appointments to Boards and Standing Committees: 
Tabitha Home: Mr. Herman Langholz to replace Dr. Samue 
Moessner. 


Special Committee on Social Action: Judge W. J. Whitford to 
replace Dr. Samuel Moessner. 


Luthe Student Foundation: Mr. Kenneth Wilson to replace 
Reuben Lebsack. 
Foreign Missions: Pastor Harlan Brei (Additional member). 


Special Appointments: 

Investigation of the case of former Pastor, A. T. Mikkelsen: 
President L. J. Wolff, Secretary W. P. Weichert, and the 
Committee on the Ministry—Pastors H. Goede, F. W. 
Nolte, Sr., A. B. J. Lentz, R. R. Syre, and R. M. Sauber 
zweig. 

All-Lutheran Food Appeal in Nebraska: Mr. Elmer Sasse and 
Pastor A. C. Baughman. 


Lutheran Resettlement Committee of Nebraska: President 
Wolff, Pastor Shirck, and Mr. Dave Schneider. 
Auditor of Synodical Treasurer's Books: Mr. Edwin A. Scott. 


2. The Stewardship Committee was assigned the task of pre- 


senting the matter of the increase from 4% to 8% for congrega- 
tions’ payment to the Contributory Pension Plan, with the coopera- 
tion of the Pension Committee, to the Church Councils and the 


Congregations of Synod. 


3. Consent was granted to the Board of Trustees of Midland 


College on their request to have “a special appeal for Midland Col- 
lege, each year on the Sunday nearest Luther’s birthday. The col- 
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lege to supply the literature and offering envelopes for this Sunday”, 
with the consent of the local pastors. 


| 4. President Wolff and Treasurer Grothen examined a safe ol. 
fered by Midland College and agreed to accept it for the Synodical 
|. Treasurer’s Office. 


5. The amendment to THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
of the Synod in the Midwest have been properly recorded and filed 
by the Secretary of State of the State of Nebraska. A copy is kept 
on file by the Secretary of Synod. 


6. A reconditioned typewriter was purchased for the President's 
office. Trade in of an old typewriter plus $50.00 was needed to 
purchase the “Royal” typewriter which has a one year guarantee. 


7. Your Executive Board expressed itself as heartily concurring 
in the request of the Nebraska Synod “for a grant in aid for support 
of the Chaplaincy Service in the Omaha area, and that such aid be 
under the direction of Nebraska Lutheran Social Service.” 


8. A report from a special committee to study the functions, 
etc., of the Social Missions Committee of Synod was approved in 
general, and it was specifically recommended that quarterly letters 
| to pastors and church councils of Synod be sent by the Social Mis- 
| sions Committee. 


9. The Treasurer was instructed to send money given by First 
Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, for the building fund 
of the Stillwater Church, to the Home Mission Board of Synod for 
them to place in a special fund for this purpose. This money to be 
forwarded to the Stillwater congregation in the event of the con- 
struction of a new church. Also $78.56 on hand from the sale of 
Oklahoma Land was given to the Home Mission Board, to be placed 
in the same special fund. 


TERI... 


10. The Treasurer was authorized to pay a deficit of $240.00 in 
THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN fund. 


11. The Treasurer was instructed to send $10.00 to each of the 
retired Pastors and widows of Pastors in Synod as a Christmas 
gift, from the Synodical Relief Fund. 


12. The following resolution was passed: 
“That the Executive Board of the Midwest Synod commend 
the Tabitha Home Board, and its Superintendent for their 
interest in a total Lutheran Child Care program; and 


That we respectfully request Tabitha Home to offer its 
facilities as a service resource for all child care needs, in- 
cluding necessary arrangements for referrals and the se- 
—＋ — — services if the needs of the child. 

served are beyond the scope of the service which : 
Tabitha is qualified and equipped to render.” 


* 
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13. The mileage rate for travel in connection with Synod werk 
was increased from de to 6c per mile, effective February 1, 1954. 


14. The Secretary reported that three bids were received for 
publishing the 1954 Convention Bulletins and Proceedings as fol- 


lows: 
Lutheran Publishing House, Blair 8 912.50 
Papillion Times Printing, Papillion 1.098. 00 
Enterprise Publishing Co., Blair 77000 


The Enterprise Publishing Company was awarded the contract. 


15. A bequest of $4,525.00 from Mrs. Anna Heubeck, Lodgepole, 
Nebraska was given to the Midwest Synod. The Treasurer was in- 
structed to hold this bequest for the present time in the miscellane- 
ous fund. 


RECOMMENDATION TO SYNOD 
That the following budget be adopted for 1955: 
1. HIGHER EDUCATION 


Midland College 825,000.00 
Central Seminary 10,200.00 
Ministerial Education (Includes Comm. 
Exp.) 1,200.00 
Lutheran Student Work (Includes Comm. 
Exp.) 1,100.00 $ 37,500.00 
2. PARISH "EDUCATION 150.00 
3. HOME «MISSIONS 
Cost of Developing Missions .. 2,000.00 
Salary Aid, Grants, etc. . — 5,500.00 
4. SOCIAL MISSIONS 
Nebraska Lutheran Social Service 1,000.00 
Tabitha Home 2,000.00 
Synodical Relief eS 400.00 3,400.00 


5 CONVENTIONS 
United Lutheran Church nn per 


diem) | 600.00 

Synodical 100.00 

Minutes, Bulletins, etc. 1,000.00 1,700.00 
6. BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

Executive Board 350.00 

Evangelism Committee 100.00 

Stewardship Committee 700.00 

Other Committees 300 1,450.00 
7. PROMOTION 

“The Midwest Lutheran” 1,200.00 


(part of No. 6 is also for promotion ) 
8 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 


President’s Salary 5,000.00 
Other Salaries 975.00 
Pension Contribution 496.00 
Parsonage Expense 
Maintenance $600.00 
Utilities 400.00 1,000.00 
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Travel 2 — 804.00 8,275.00 


9. OFFICE EXPENSE © 


Secretarial 5800.00 
Auditor . 100.00 
Supplies, Postage, Telephone 200.00 800.00 
10. CONTINGENCIES .... 525.00 
TOTAL FOR MIDWEST SYNOD $ 60,500.00 


TOTAL FOR UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH _ 75,936.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
Your Executive Board 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 


The President appointed the Convention Committees. (cf. pp. 


Dr. F. C. Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church of A- 
merica, was welcomed. 


Sister Ruth Hobbs of Russell, Kansas, was recognized. 
Other visitors and dignitaries were recognized and welcomed. 


The Business Manager of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN present- 
ed his report. 


REPORT OF THE BUSINESS MANAGER OF THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


The Midwest Lutheran has continued during the past year 
bringing into the homes of the Members of our Synod, News of 
Synod and congregations, Devotion and Inspiration. We have the 
feeling that our paper is accomplishing its task, because each year 
since its beginning it has grown in circulation. We began printing 
about 4,000 copies but demands have made it necessary to print 
now 7100 copies of each issue. 


Our printing is being done and the paper is mailed for us by 
the Lutheran Publishing House of Blair, Nebraska. It costs us for 
printing and mailing approximately $152 for each issue. When we 
print a six page paper our costs rise to about $210. 


The last two years we had shown that our income had been lag 
ging behind our bills. We then were paying last year’s invoices 
with this year’s income. During this past year income from congre- 
gations had become so slow that our situation was serious. At one 
time we were over $900 in arrears in payment of our printing bills. 
Thus it became necessary to make an effort to collect particularly 
from congregations that had allowed their subscription payments, 


to lag. We happily announce that we received very fine coopera- 


tion from all, and at this time only a couple have not responded 
but we are sure we shall hear from them before Synod time. 


| TOTAL $136,436.00 
| 
4 


THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 
1953 - 1954 
TREASURERS REPORT 


Balance last Synod $ 11.41 
From Synod Treasurer and Subscriptions 2415.10 
EXPENDED 

1952-53 Printing ea 8 453.80 
1953-54 Printing 1,606.78 
Other Expenditures 
BILLS PAYABLE 

Lutheran Publishing House — 
Midwest Synod Treasury ‘ 240.00 


TOTAL 4 $ 527.84 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. Whereas costs of printing have continued to rise, and Whereas our 
treasury is usually in distress, 


I recommend, that Subscription rates on the Midwest Luth- 
eran be raised to 35c per subscription for the congregational rate, 
and that the individual subscriptions be raised to 50c per year. 


2. We recommend that subscriptions be considered Congregational 
only when the total subscriptions from a congregation shall be at 
least half the families of the congregation. 


3. If the two above recommendations are adopted, I would recommend 


that the figure in the Synod Budget for the midwest Lutheran be 


reduced to $500. 
Respectfully submitted 
* W. F. v. CHURCHILL 


Recommendation Number 1 was presented and seconded. 


It was moved to substitute for the recommendation presented, 
the following resolutions: That the cost of the publishing of THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN be placed on the Synodical Budget and that 
it be sent into thé homes of all the congregations of Synod. The 
motion was seconded. 


The motion prevailed to refer the recommendations and substi- 
tute motion to the Business Manager for him to seek further informa- 
tion and report back to this Synod Convention. 


The Report of the Subscription Manager of THE MIDWEST LU- 
THERAN was presented by the Editor, Pastor Moessner. 


— 


$2,426.51 
$2,195.64 
230.87 
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REPORT OF THE SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER OF THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


My work as Subscription Manager of “The Midwest Lutheran” is 
being done about the same as usual. The proof mailing list is sent 
to most all Pastors of our Synod or to their assistants once during a 
years time. I send out the proof list to about half of the Pastors the 
first part of the year and then about 6 months later I send them out 
to the rest. They return them to me with all the corrections that had 
to be made. At this writing most all the proof lists that have been 
sent out to be taken care of have been returned to me. Then I check 
their lists with the mail-files at Blair, Nebr. and make the necessary 
changes. 


There are always some in most every congregation who move 
to a new address and there are usually some that should be cancelled 
and also new names to add to the mailing list. During the past 
year at least 750 new subscriptions have been added. 


Thanks to all who have co-operated so well with me in this 
work. When Pastors receive their proof lists, it is very important that 
they take care of them as soon as possible and send them back to me 
with all their corrections and new subscribers, etc. It helps keep the 
cost down and also prevents sending the paper to wrong addresses 
etc. Most pastors or their assistants have co-operated very well and 
I do appreciate it. I have been much encouraged by kind letters 
and cards of appreciation of my efforts. 


Respectfully submitted, 
TILLIE KRAMBECK 


Subscription Manager 


It was moved that the Secretary of Synod express the apprecia- 
tion of Synod to Miss Tillie Krambeck for her faithful and efficient 
work. The motion was seconded and carried. 


The Report of the Editor of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN was 
presented orally, with the following recommendations: 


Recommendation Number 1 — That adequate funds be made a- 


A to print THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN in the digest-size for- 
ma 


Recommendation Number 2 — That adequate funds be made 
available to publish the equivalent of six or eight-page editions (old 
format) when materials submitted call for a larger edition. 


Recommendation Number 3 — That we reaffirm the resolutions 
of Synod made at the Ellis Convention, 1948, concerning the con- 
gregational method of subscribing to THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN. 


Recommendation Number 4 — That the ‘Executive Committee 
study the feasibility of purchasing a 4 x 5 (or 3% x 4½ press camera 
for use of the staff of THE MIDWEST L to give more ade- 
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quate picture coverage to events of interest to readers of THE uw 
WEST LUTHERAN, and be granted power to purchase such a camera 
if its feasibility was indicated. 


Recommendation Number 1 was presented and seconded. 


The motion was made that these recommendations be referred, 
together with the Business Manager’s recommendation, to the Staff 
of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN for correlation. The motion was sec- 
onded and carried. 


The Report of the Executive Board on Nominations and Stand- 
ing Committees was presented (cf. pp. 32, 33) Pastors H. O. Rhode 
was nominated from the floor to the Committee on the Ministry. The 
nomination of the Executive Board, R. Ritzen, was sustained. 


The nominations were approved by Synod. 


The Lutheran World Action Directors presented their report. 


Dr. F. C. Fry spoke on the challenges and tasks of Lutheran 
World Action.” 


REPORT ON LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


Lutheran World Action has come into its own. Once the work of 
Lutheran World Action was carried almost exclusively by Lutherans 
in America. Now it has become an activity of all Lutherans all over 
the world. 


“From every standpoint, 1953 was a year of transition in both 
operation and relationships. This was a natural consequence of the 
decisions taken by the Lutheran World Federation at its Hanover as- 
sembly the preceding year. The organization of permanent depart- 
ments within LWF through which to work cooperatively in designated 
aspects of theology, world missions, world service and activities in 
Latin America, required corresponding adjustments in the planning 
of all national committees.” (From the report of the USA National 
committee for LWF) 


Thus we see that Lutheran World Action began and continued for 
some time as a work of Lutherans in this continent (i.e. The National 
Lutheran Council). It was considered something temporary, and was 
to cope only with such emergencies as it was called upon by neces- 
sity. Now it has developed into something permanent, not just deal- 
ing with emergencies as they arise, but working with the whole 
program of the church. Now also it is not just the Lutherans of 
America, but Lutherans all over the world joined together, working, 


helping, saving and planning together. 


For the second consecutive year the United Lutheran Church has 
exceeded her goal. Again this will enable Lutheran World Action 
to have reserves for the unforseen emergencies that may arise. 


Your Midwest Synud has also exceeded her goal with a per- 
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centage of 116.2%. Throughout the history of Lutheran World Ac- 
tion the Synod has enjoyed the success of having oversubscribed her 
goals. Still, it would be well for you to note the trend. Even though 
more congregations are reaching their goals fewer congregations are 
oversubscribing to a great extent. This means that from now on no 
congregation can rely upon her sister congregations to carry her 
share of the goal. But every congregation must see to it that her 
goal is met, or else the Midwest Synod will not be able to meet her 
goal. 


This year again Lutheran World Action received a generous in- 
dividual gift through Zion Lutheran Church, Diller, Nebraska, which 
amounted to almost $1500.00. 


Most of the current needs for this years Lutheran World Action 
may be divided into the following types: 7 


“1) Assistance to Refugees—This includes physical aids and spir- 
itual care to refugees in transit as well as efforts to aid them to emi- 
grate and to become established in the ultimate lands of destination, 
Europe or overseas. 


“2) Aid to the Churches Carrying A Refugee Burden—This ap- 
plies especially to churches such as those in Germany and Austria 
which in addition to their reconstruction problems, must carry the ex- 
tra load of aiding their brethren. This situation is particularly acute in 
Austria where refugees make up about one-fourth of the constituency 
of the church and where the church already holds a weak minority 
position. 


) Aid to Minority Churches or Diaspora Groups Facing a Ver- 


iety of Problems—Grants for this type of assistance include those Lu- 
theran groups in Italy, Holland, Great Britian, Switzerland, France and 


Yugoslavia, where in each case the problems differ but nevertheless 
the future life and strength of the groups involved are at stake.” 
(From the report of the USA National Committee, LWF) 


Your synod also gave generous support to the all Lutheran Food 


In 1953 as in previous years Lutheran World Relief gathered and 
sent clothing to distress areas. The congregations of the Midwest 
Synod did their share. The clothing appeal sponsored by Lutheran 
Men and Women of Omaha is meeting with increased success. In 
1952 63,000 Ibs. were gathered and sent, while in 1953 91,000 Ibs. were 
gathered for the Thanksgiving clothing appeal. Of this 71,195 lbs. 
were gathered outside of the Omaha-Council Bluffs area. Much of this 
clothing was gathered from Midwest congregations. Since these ap- 
peals have met with such success, your committee encourages all con- 
gregations who are able to continue to participate in these appeals 
sponsored by Lutheran Men and Women of Omaha, and also to pool 
their efforts with neighboring congregations of this synod and other 
synodical bodies. A great deal of clothing was also gathered by 
congregations who did not participate in the above appeal, but instead 
sent it directly to one of the warehouses or depots maintained by 
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Lutheran World Relief. Your committee expresses its most sincere 
gratitude to all pastors and congregations for their kindness in giving 
clothing to the unfortunate refugees of Korea, Palestine, and Germany. 


Your committee encourages the use of audio-visual aids and re- 
commends both the use of film strips and sound films. The following 
film strips are available: “Inside Indonesia,” “Launching out in Latin 
America,” and “Refugees—Our Brothers.” So far one sound film has 
been produced; “Live and Let Live.” These may be obtained by 
writing the Book of Books Store, 316 S. 18th St., Omaha, Nebraska. 


Your committee wishes to thank all the pastors and the congregs 
tions for their splendid cooperation and their efforts in making a 
success of the 1953 appeal for Lutheran World Action. 


Your committee recommends the following resolution: 


That Synod urge all pastors and laymen to present the whole 
program of Lutheran World Action to their congregations and par- 
ishioners, and that if they have not already met their goals for 1954 
that they use their utmost efforts to reach their goals just as soon as 
possible and not wait until the end of the year. 


Directors, 
The Pastors F. OLLEN DORF, A. HUNEKE, 
S. K DE FREESE 


TREASURER’S REPORT ON LWA FOR 1953 


1953 Goal 
aid 

Percentage 
954 Goal 


: 


a — 

11 2868.00 192.00 72% 235.00 
Bennington 331.00 217.94 38% 592.00 
Bloomfield St. Marks — 623.00 625.00 101% 595.00 
Lindy . 110.53 1047 90.00 
. 218.00 73% 307.00 
52.00 100% 59.00 
Columbus (r) 307.00 391.00 127% 294.00 
Columbus (t) —... 573.00 599.00 104% 689.00 
181.00 190.00 105% 207.00 
Darrouzette, Tex. 110.00 11000 100% 109.00 
% 28.00 266.00 112% 200.00 
67.00 1517.00 2265% 71.00 
* 103% 451.00 

100% 364.00 

107% 112.00 

100% 233.00 

100% 126.00 

53% 180.00 


; 
A 

JJ 

Grand Island 681.00 681.00 1007 729.00 


Norfolk 


Louisville 
Madison 
Niobrara 
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Northboro, Iowa 


Ohiowa (t) 
Ohiowa (r) 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Pender (t) 
Pender (r) 


——— 


—— — 


— 


—— — 
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Great Bend, Kansas 25.00 94.00 
348.00 203.25 59% 39400 
Hanover, Kanaas 407.00 413.50 1117 380.00 
47.00 50.00 107% 4500 
Hastings Ist St. Paul 899.00 899.00 100% 1018.00 
Hastings S. St. Paul !: 1.00 50.00 34% 177.00 
Hastings Immanuel | 114.00 137.00 120% 110.00 
2 451.00 508.00 111% 459.00 
Hoisington, Kansas | 168.00 168.00 100% 132.00 
Home, Kansas 81.00 47% 181.00 
Hooper (r) 430.00 432.00 101% 423.00 3 
348.00 107% 315.00 
Johnson 249.00 80.00 33% 290.00 
166.00 194.00 117% 16700 
Leigh 191.00 11200 59% 174.00 
| Lincoln, Friedens 787.00 331.70 43% 771.00 
Lincoln, United 109.00 381.00 350% 209.00 
Lincoln, Zion 159.00 220.43 140% 174.00 
Linn, Kansas 93.00 93.00 100% 132.00 
Lipscomb, Tex. 145.00 157.27 109% 154.00 
Lodgepole — 8.00 88.00 100% 116.00 
169.00 169.00 100% 181.00 
97.00 82.00 85% 83.00 
6 82.00 82.00 100% 88.00 
— 31400 314.00 100% 355.00 
— — 124.00 250.00 200% 136.00 
** 22400 243.22 109% 231.00 
102.00 29.00 28% 171.00 
555.00 278.73 51% 426.00 
: Otoe 195.00 200.00 103% 195.00 
Papillion | 435.00 435.00 100% 410.00 4 
3831.00 9850.00 107% 712.00 
281.00 306.00 109% 293.00 
Perry, Oklahoma 147.00 150.00 102% 226.00 ; 
Pierce 198.00 200.00 101% 20000 
187.00 275.00 147% 257.00 
Platte Center 131.00 155.00 118% 1160 | 
Pleasant Valley 58.00 20.00 35% 61.00 ; 
Russell, Kansas (t) 831.00 850.00 102% 1070.00 i 
Russell, Kansas () 13238600 492.00 363% 138.00 
—— — — 186400 167.41 103% 168.00 
—— 225.00 225.00 100% 215.00 
—— — — 203.00 203.00 100% 218.00 
— — 64.00 38.26 39% 73.00 
— — 124.00 200.25 10684 124.00 


Stillwater, Oklahoma 136.00 137.00 1017 142.00 
Sutton 3 125.00 75.00 48% 141.00 
50.00 100% 46.00 
Tea, So. Dakota 178.00 180.00 = 101% 193.00 
Uehling _..... 72.00 11800 164% 77.00 
Wakeeney, Kanaas 158.00 160.00 1017 235.00 
Westboro, Mo. 428.00 42800 100% 403.00 
Winside 242.00 170.21 70% 270.00 
Wisner 217.00 217.00 100% 228.00 
Yutan 513.00 53400 104% 490.00 


The Recommendation was moved, seconded and adopted. 


Mr. Elmer Sasse spoke on the All-Lutheran Food Appeal of the 
past year in Nebraska. 


Pastor William Goede reported orally on the All-Lutheran Food 
Appeal in Kansas. 


Dr. Fry also reported on the 1954 plans of the All-Lutheran Food 


Chaplain Gustav Duhrkop spoke to the Convention. 
The Trustees of Tabitha Home presented their Report. 


Dr. A. W. Young, Superintendent of Tabitha Home, brought 
greetings and spoke in behalf of that Institution. 


REPORT OF TABITHA HOME TRUSTEES 


Tabitha Home is most grateful for God's kindness and love so 
graciously bestowed upon the work of mercy in the program of care 
for the Children and the Aged. Through His guidance, congregations, 
organizations and individuals have been moved to generously support 
this work. The Cash gifts, Bequests, Synodical apportionments, gifts 
of food, clothing, sundries and furnishings from congregations have 
aided so much in bringing our Budget into balance. May God richly 
bless those who have served so faithfully. 


We have made contacts with many congregations in the support- 
ing synods in the past year. The warm welcome given us in every 
field reveals the love our people have for Christ’s works of mercy. 


The Aged Department 
During the year 1953 Tabitha cared for a total of 96 aged guests. 
At the beginning of the year our number was 82, (52 Women and 30 
Men). During the year 14 new guests were received, (5 men and 9 
women). During the year 13 passed on to their eternal reward and 2 
were entered into private nursing homes. Of these, 12 were women 
and 3 men. Of our total cared for, 71 were Lutherans. 


At the close of 1953 our number was 50 women and 31 men, or 
a total of 81. Of this number seven were under 65 years of age and 
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75 were over 65 years. Fourteen of these were Old Age Assistance 
Recipients. There were 30,234 days care given our aged folks. 


Activities in this department have meant a great deal to the resi- 
dents. The daily Chapel service brings spiritual help. The Tele- 
vision, movies, travel lectures, musical programs and parties have 
helped to fill the many long hours our folks have to use. The Mis 
sionary Society and the Tabitha Guild have provided much interest. 
These groups have contributed $150.00 to various Church and Com- 
munity needs during the past year. 


A number of our aged family have been hospitalized and many 
have been ill at the Home, but with good care and loving ministry 
many have been brought back to good health. 


The Children’s Department 


In an Children’s Department we cared for a total of 44 children, 
representing 23 families. At the beginning of 1953, there were 24 
children in our homes, 12 boys and 12 girls. We were also keeping 
touch with the 3 children who had been in private homes for some 
ten years. These three were dropped during the year at the sugges- 
tion of the State Supervisor, since these young folks had been away 
many years and were getting along nicely in their present home sit- 
uations. 


Throughout the year, 17 children (6 girls and 11 boys) were re- 
ceived and 12 were dismissed to return to their parents or relatives, 
(8 girls, 7 boys). Three of these children were adopted by relatives 
through the agency which placed them with us. This total number 
dismissed does not include the six children who were placed into a- 
doptive and their own parent’s homes, and with whom we are keep- 
ing in contact. 


In June of 1953 we secured custody of a family of three children 
ages 9, 11 and 15, who had been with us almost five years. We are 
happy that these children have all been placed into prospective a- 
doptive homes prior to the Christmas Season. The two younger ones 
are in a home together. Another of our older girls, who had also been 
with us many years, went into a fine prospective adoptive home and 
is doing nicely. The two youngest of our Mexican family, ages 12 
and 13, were returned to their father’s home, (he holds custody of 
— ee —— these placements were made in cooperation with 

utheran e ency, and with te 
Child Welfare ro apa the approval of the Sta 


At the close of 1953, we have 26 children in our two homes (11 


girls, ages 2 to 9; and 15 boys ages 3% to 1 resent- 
ing 13 families. = a * 


Ot the total number of children served, 35 were either Luth- 
E The total number of day's care was 
Our children in prospective permanent homes are being visit. 


ed at various intervals, and we also k in contact with them 
and the families by mail. * i 2 


— 4 — 


| 
4 
8 
| 
* 


7 

4 


During the summer months all of our children were out into vaca- 
tion homes at one time or another. This also included the older boys 
who had jobs. Our oldest boy was privileged to attend the National 
Luther League Convention. Seven of our children within the proper 
age range took swimming lessons at the Y. M., and Y.W.C.A. pools 
early in June. As in previous years, the children have taken an ac- 
tive part in Church, School and Community activities. Some of these 
youngsters appeared on T. V., through Civic programs, Midget Box- 
ing, Community Chest and Choir appearances. 


Regular casework services have been given to all of our children 
and have extended to the more than 115 listed inquiries regarding 
children and family problems. Many of our requests this year were 
for care of very young infants, and for day-care, in many cases. Other 
inquiries came regarding problems of teen-agers, and adoption of in- 
fants. These were directed to other agencies which might be equipped 
to meet these various needs. 


Work has begun in the Children’s buildings to make them more 
attractive in appearance and more adequate to meet the needs of the 
children. New and colorful plastic dishes have been placed in the 
children’s dining rooms. 


The usual children’s illnesses have found their way into our midst, 
but all of our family are well at this writing. Regular dental and 
medical care as needed has been provided for our boys and girls. 


Various Church, Civic and Student groups have sponsored fine 
programs, fellowship and activities for our children throughout the 
year. 


Property Improvements 


Steps have been taken to get all property in good repair. A gas 
fired boiler was installed in the Girls’ Home, Store rooms in the 
Home for Aged were completed, extensive repairs to damaged founda- 
tions on Girls’ Building and Boiler House. Exterior of Boys’ Home 
has been painted and work started on Girls’ Home. Water Pressure 
Booster was installed in the Home for Aged. Continued progress is 
being made on the landscaping of our grounds. 


Our Staff 


We have been adequately staffed during the past year. We feel 
the need of establishing some kind of a training program for workers 
who come into our homes. We have need of a trained worker who 
could be a counselor with our aged people. We may soon have to 
employ a Registered Nurse to have supervision of the entire health 
program in the Home. 


The staff is looking forward to living in a H 
The prospect of a bequest of $100,000.00 from t 
Emma Collins gives hope that this building may 
soon. 
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The Tabitha Farm 


Our n has had a successful year in spite of the drought. We 
are building up our dairy herd so that we should have a profitable 
operation and income at regular intervals throughout the year. 


A report of finances is in the Auditor’s Report. 


Finances 


We present a brief sumary of the Current Operating Fund. De- 
tailed reports are to be found in the Complete Audit which is in the 
office of the Synodical Secretary. 


Income Receipts: 
53816.61 Ls 
Income from Investments 750.65 
Appropriations 
Voluntary Contributionns 335897. 00 
Miscellaneous | 
6000.00 
11411384 
Operating Expense: 
Adminitrative — 3662.83 
Plant Operations 
Service and Relief rapa 
Total Expense . 91094.69 
Excess of Income Receipts over Operating Expense 23018.85 


$20,000.00 of the Excess Income was placed in Reserve & De- 
preciation Fund. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
F. NOLTE 


The Home Missions Board presented its report. It was reported 
that Pastor Grant Van Boening has accepted a call to Great Bend, 


The Home Mission Pastors were recognized and asked to stand. 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS 


Three meetings were held by the Board during the synodical 
year. 


The first meetng was held May 20 at First St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Hastings. Pastor Norman Schroeder and a delegation from 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Lodgepole, and Rev. Edward S. Frey, 
Executive Director of the Department of Church Architecture, met 
with the board to discuss the needed building program at Lodge- 
— {The pec of — Extension Aid by arranging 

. Elw owman to mission 
was considered favorably. * 
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The second meeting was held September 24 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Columbus. — Aid applications of mission parishes 


The Lindy-Niobrara Parish was recommended to the Board of 
American Missions applying for $900.00 salary aid. Our board is 
granting $450.00 traveling expenses. 7 


United Lutheran, Lincoln was recommended to the Board of 
American Missions applying for $1380.00 salary aid. Our board is 
granting $450.00 towards house rent. 


The Lodgepole-Chappell Parish was granted $721.80 salary aid 
by our board and $150.00 traveling expenses. 


St. Mark’s, Great Bend, Kansas was recommended to the Board 
of American Missions applying for $2430.00 salary aid. Our board 
is granting $400.00 salary aid. 


At this meeting it was reported that the Lodgepole congrega- 
tion was placed on a mission status by the Board of American Mis- 
sions. Valentine, Nebraska has been approved as a mission field, 
but because of limited funds no immediate development is advis- 


Dr. Paul Andrew Kirsch, of the Board of American Missions, 
was present at the third meeting held January 15 at Central Luth- 
eran Seminary, Fremont. 


It was reported at this meeting that $1789.18 is available for 
building purposes for a new Salem Lutheran Church, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. It was noted that $450.00 of this amount comes as a 
gift from First Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City. 


The board voted $100.00 a month for Pastor Fred Wolff for 
serving St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Great Bend, Kansas during 
— absence due to illness and the hospitalization of its pastor, Fred 

. Henkel. 


Our mission pastors and their congregations have gone for 
ward in the work of our Lord. 


Pastor Modris Gulbis was called to the Lindy-Niobrara 
Parish. His energetic leadership has met with good re- 


sponse. 


Lodgepole has taken definite steps toward the building 
of a new church. 


United Lutheran Lincoln is meeting its growing needs 
a for the addition of an educational unit to its 
e 


Great Bend, Kansas has dedicated a new parsonage 
a new church in 1953. Pastor Fred W. Senha Renee 
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a call to serve as mission developer in a new area of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, leaving St. Mark’s vacant at the present time. 

Stillwater, Oklahoma is continuing its work toward the 
building of a new church. 


The Synodical Home Mission Board recognizes and appreciates 
the fine work of its mission pastors and their congregations . Let 
us continue to include them in our prayers. 


„ Respectfully submitted, 
HUGO H. F. WELCHERT, Secretary 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE BOARD 
OF HOME MISSIONS 


Synodical Church Extension Fund 


Balance brought forward l —___$2,065.62 
RECEIPTS: 

Vited Lutheran, Lincoln, 2/12/5838 500.00 

United Lutheran, Lincoln, 12/14/68 150.00 


Oklahoma Land, $78.56, First Lutheran, 
Oklahoma City for Stillwater, 


Oklahoma Building Fund 
BALANCE IN EXTENSION FUND, : 
General Fund Home Missions 
Balance brought forward r 
RECEIPTS: 
Received from Synodical Treasurer 1,850.00 
Received from Midwest W. M. S8. 630.00 
Received from B. A. M. 260.10 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
Great Bend, Kansas 51.271.786 
Lindy-Niobrara Parish © 415.50 
Lodgepole-Chappel Paris _ 1,074.91 
United Lutheran, Lincoln 430.00 
BALANCE IN GENERAL FUND, 
TOTAL IN PENDER STATE BANK, 
January 14, 1954 — 8987.84 
One oustanding check of $200 to Rev. Fred Wolff. 
for supp'y at Great Bend, Kansas 8 200.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
PASTOR WALTER ROWOLDT, 
Treasurer 


10 e Finance Committee of the Midwest Synod, February 


CARL GROTHEN, Chairman 
WILLIAM HORST 
‘ REV. R. L. JOBMAN 7 
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The session was adjourned and closed with prayer by the Con- 
vention Chaplain. 


(The Convention Photograph was taken.) 
SECOND SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, April 27, 1954 
The session was opened with prayer by the Chaplain. 


The Minutes of the first session were presented to be approved 
at the next session. 


The Report of the Ministerium was read. 


Tuesday Afternoon, April 27, 1954, 1:00 P. M. 
The Ministerium was called to order by President Wolff. 


Pastor Loius de Freese led in prayer. 


The Special Committee to study the case of former Pastor A. T. 
Mikkelsen reported: 


REPORT OF 
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE CASE OF 
FORMER PASTOR A. T. MIKKELSEN 


To be presented to the Ministerium to be held at the 1954 


Convention of the Midwest Synod 


At the meeting of the Ministerium, held Tuesday afternoon, 
May 19, 1953, 1:00 o’clock, during the Sixty-fourth Convention of 
the Synod in the Midwest, the following motion was passed: 


“It was moved that the matter be referred to a Special 
Committee appointed by the Executive Board, who are 
to make a study of this matter and report to the next 
Ministerium. The motion to refer carried.” 


Members of a Special Committee were 7 by the Execu- 
tive Board of Synod as follows: President of Synod, Lorin J. 
Wolff; Secretary of Synod, Werner P. Weichert; and the members 
of the Committee on the Ministry, the Pastors F. Nolte, Sr., 
A. B. J. Lentz, Herman Goede, R. R. Syre, and R. M. Sauberzweig. 


Four meetings were held by the appointed committee during 
the Svnodical year. The following procedure for further study and 
investigation was carried out: 


1. Documents and records were studied. 
The basis for deposing Mikkelsen for heretical statements 
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and beliefs were re-examined. Conference with members 
of the former committee of seven was held. 


2. The state of mind of A. T. Mikkelsen at the time of the de 
posing action was considered. The grounds and records for 
committing Mikkelsen to a mental institution several years 
later were investigated. 


The Secretary by instruction sent a mimeographed letter to all 
pastors of Synod notifying them of the next meeting of the special 
committee and inviting those who felt they had a special interest 
and information regarding this case to write or be present at the 
next meeting of the Special Committee. 


On the basis of all available evidence and testimony, carefully 
weighed at great length by the committee, the following conclu- 
sions were reached: 


1. That A. T. Mikkelsen was guilty of beliefs contrary to the 
Confessions of the Church when he was 


2. That because of his heretical beliefs, Mikkelsen was not fit 
to perform the duties of the Christian ministry. 


3. That at the time of his trial there was not sufficient evi- 
dence that Mikkelsen was mentally irresponsible. 


4. That on the basis of evidence received from the Platte 
County Records of the Sanity hearing; Dr. Neumarker, the 
physician who attended A. T. Mikkelsen at the Sanity hear- 
ing; the medical staff of the State Hospital in Norfolk; and 
testimony of relatives and acquaintances; his present afflic- 
tion, “Schizophrenia, Paranoid Type”, was in evidence before 
he was committed to the Institution in 1942 and may well 


have been present at the time he was deposed from the 
ministry. 


Since, however, A. T. Mikkelsen opposed, with whatever 
sanity remained, the fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith. 


your Committee recommends that no further action be taken in 
this matter. 


Respectfully submitted, 


LORIN J. WOLFF, President 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, Sec 
F. NOLTE, SR. 

A. B. J. LENTZ 

HERMAN GOEDE 

R. R. SYRE 

R. M. SAUBERZWEIG 


The Recommendation was adopted. 
The Committee on the Ministry reported to the Ministerium: 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


The Executive Committee of the Synod charged the Committee 
: of the Ministry with the study of the cases of those Pastors who 
during the past year engaged in other than full-time church work. 


The following are the recommendations of this Committee: 


No. 1—That the application of the Rev. Earl Heuser for a con- 
; tinued leave for graduate study be approved. 


No. 2—That the application of the Rev. P. O. Andersen for 
continued leave in order to serve in Augustana Luth- 
eran Congregation in Buffalo, Wyoming, be approved. 


No. 3—That the application of the Rev. Fred Kern for a Leave of 
Absence of one year, or until he receives a call, be 


approved. 


No. 4—That Committee recommends for adoption the following. 
motion concerning the Rev. Fred Bloch: That his 
name be dropped from the clerical roll and he be re- 
quested to deposit his ordination certificate with the 
Office of Synod. Should he desire to re-enter Synod 
at a later date, the regular procedure for admission in- 
to Synod shall then apply.” 


No. 5—That the application of the Rev. E. J. Moede requesting 
an extension of a Leave of Absence be approved for 


one year. 


No. 6—That the Rev. T. Schmunck’s request for dismissal from 


1 Synod be granted in the following motion: That his 
1 name be dropped from the clerical roll of Synod.” 
; (Note: He is now serving a congregation of the Evan- 
; gelical Reformed Church at Fort Morgan, Colorado.) 


: | No. 7—That the application of the Rev. Henning B. Pearson 
for retention on the clerical roll of Synod be approved. 


Recommendation Number 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation Number 2 was seconded. 


It was moved to amend by adding the words, “with the under- 
standing that Pastor Andersen seek admission into the Nebraska 
— — of the Augustana Church”. The motion was seconded 
an ed. 


The amended recommendation was adopted. 
Recommendation Number 3 was adopted. 
Recommendation Number 4 was adopted. 
Recommendation Number 5 was presented and seconded. 
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It was moved to subsitute the following for the recommenda 
tion: “that Pastor E. J. Moede be dropped from the roll.” The mo 
tion was seconded. The substitution was lost. 


Recommendation Number 5 was adopted. 
Recommendation Number 6 was adopted. 
Recommendation Number 7 was adopted. 


It was moved that Pastors James Suter and Burnell Hartman 
be agmitted into Synod. The motion was seconded and carried. 


moved to adjourn. 
Pastor A. C. Baughman led in closing prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, 
Secretary 


were by Syecd. 


i Pastors James Suter and Burnell Hartman were received into 


It was moved that Dr. F. C. Fry be made an honorary member 
of this Convention. The motion was seconded and carried. 


It was moved that Pastors Alexander, Dieckman, Young and 


The motion was seconded and 


Pastors Peery, Gigstad, Most and Theodore Moehring were re 
ceived as guests. 


Mr. R. L. Glaser of Norfolk presented an oral report from the 
Laymen’s Meeting held Tuesday afternoon, April 27, 1954, 1:00 P.M. 


The Committee on Reference and Council recommended certain 
changes in the order of business. The recommendations were 
adopted. 


Dr. Franklin C. Fry, official representative of The United 


Lutheran Church in America, presented the first portion of his re- 


Dr. E. B. Keisler was introduced and by motion was made ad- 


visory member of Synod. 


The Election of the Editor 
of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN 


The 
tee mitte on the Review of The Treasurer's Report was 
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REPORT OF 
5 COMMITTEE ON TREASURER’S REPORT AND AUDIT 


Your Committee met on Monday, — oe following 
members present: Konig, Vannier and Suter. 


Your Committee reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and the Audi- 
tor’s Report and calls your attention to the following interesting 
items: 

No. 1. That 96 per cent of the Apportioned Benevolence was 

paid and out of that it was possible to meet the Appor- 
tionment to the United Lutheran Church, Midland 


College, Central Seminary and Tabitha Home, 100 
per cent. 


No. 2. That 116.2 per cent of our Lutheran World Action quota 
was met. 


We make the following recommendations: 


No. 1. In view of the fact that the Treasurer of Synod has 
voiced his appreciation for the way that congregations 
have cooperated in remitting all money to him regu- 
larly, we recommend that congregations continue to 
keep him informed as to who the congregational 
Treasurer is and that they designate clearly the pur- 
pose for which all monies are remitted. 


No. 2. That a rising vote of thanks be given to the Treasurer 
of Synod for his efficient work during the past year. 


No. 3. That the Auditors certificate of the Treasurer's Re 
port, as given in the bulletin, be adopted. 


Respectfully submitted, 


KARL KONIG 
BURTON VANNIER 
J. C. SUTER 


Recommendation Number 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation Number 2 was adopted. 

Recommendation Number 3 was adopted. 

The Report of Trustees of Midland College was presented. 

Dr. Paul D. Dieckman, President of Midland College, was in- 
troduced. He spoke to Synod. 


MIDLAND COLLEGE REPORT 
TO THE MIDWEST SYNOD 


This has been a significant year in the history of Midland Col- 
lege. The magnificent way the supporting synods responded to our 
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needs has given rise to a new optimism which characterizes every 

department of the College. At the beginning of this report we want 

to express our gratitude to the officers and members of the Midwest 

Synod, together with their representatives on the Midland Board of 

Ne for their support and continued interest in the work of the 
llege. 


The primary purpose of Midland College is to provide for the 


intellectual, spiritual, social and physical development of its students 


in accordance with recognized principles and practices of higher 
education, and in conformity with the religious and moral principles 
of Christianity as held by the Lutheran Church. 


Midland College accordingly promotes the growth of its students 
within a wholesome, Christian environment. Through a well or- 
ganized and effectively administered program and under the respon- 
sible guidance of a Christian faculty, the College program assists stu- 
dents in cultivating their interests in the arts and sciences and in 
preparing themselves for their future vocations as well as for the 
active service in the Church, community and the larger spheres of 
human society. 


To meet the various needs of students for guidance and training 
in general and specialized fields of learning, the Midland faculty 
directs its energies toward good teaching and a vital counselling pro 
gram. 


Early in the year the faculty participated in an all-day off campus 
Work Shop, stressing the importance of a counselling system, work- 
ing out for each student a program adapted to his interests and 
needs, to keep at a minimum the failures due to inability to get 
along in college. Results of their work are reflected in the progress 


the students are making and the decreasing rate of mortality due to 
academic failure. 


The curriculum of the College is also receiving serious study in 


order to keep the program of study in harmony with the need and 
the demands of students. 


CAMPUS MORALE 


Campus morale has been good during the year. There have 
been many encouraging indications of a deepening religious attitude 
on the part of the Midland College student body. In this regard it 


is to be noted that the Student Council this year requested the ad- 


ministration to set aside a period of ten minutes every morning from 
7:35 to 7:45 for prayer and meditation. This — spiritual im- 
pact has made the campus a much finer place on which to live during 
the course of this past year. This along with the Religious Emphasis 
Program and the daily chapel services all become a part of the deve- 
lopment of the student during his campus years, so that upon becom- 
ing an alumnus he will have a greater desire for Christian service 3 
long with the basic essentials of his profession. 


NEW LIBRARY BUILDING 


Of vital importance to the academic ual 
library, and Midland College is — 
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Lutheran Church in America for the Christian Higher Education Ap- 
peal. No mention of improvements can be made wihtout emphasizing 
the magnificent contribution CHEY has made to Midland College 
This churchwide effort while dramatizing in fund raising action the 
interest of the church in higher education in general, will give un- 
told benefit to the succeeding generations of Midlanders. As a part 
of the program of the Christian Higher Education Appeal, Midland 
College has been privileged to construct a $185,000 library building. 
This building contains a reading and stack room sufficiently large to 
accommodate 60,000 volumes and 105 students; a periodical room, 
meeting and audio visual room, office and workroom for the librarian 


and her assistants. 


MIDLAND AUXILIARIES 


For some time there has been an organization known as Mid- 
land Women, whose membership is open to all women of the church 
interested in the College. Their annual dues of one dollar have been 
devoted entirely to the causes of the College, principally the main- 
tenance of good living in the girls’ dormitories. 


The newest auxiliary of the College is an organization known as 
The Men of Midland. Its objectives are: (1) To organize a body of 
men of Christian character and unite its members into the closest 
bonds of Christian felowship; (2) To encourage active participation in 
all things relating to Midland College; (3) To aid and assist in every 
way possible the promotion of Christian higher education at Mid- 
land College; (4) To encourage and secure financial contributions for 
the support and betterment of Midland College; (5) To promote the 
cause of Midland College within the Church and among the public. 
The goal is 2500 members. The dues for an active member is that 
sum which each member desires to contribute, the minimum being 
$10.00 annually. There are already a large number of men, including 
some from the Midwest Synod, who have expressed an interest in this 
auxiliary through their membership. The officers of the Men of Mid- 
land would appreciate memberships from every congregation and 
pastor within the Synod. , 


WINNING STUDENTS 


A very special way of winning students for Midland and assisting 
them with their education is the establishment of a scholarship. Re- 
cently Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kloepper of Lawrence, Kansas, established a 
$200 scholarship; Miss Alta Schafersman, Fremont, Nebraska, a $300 
scholarship; Mr. and Mrs. John L. Cooke, Omaha, Nebraska, a $300 
scholarship and the Nebraska Synodical Brotherhood a $150 scholar- 
ship. In addition, various churches and groups within the church 
have established scholarships for any student from that congregation 
attending Midland. This is an excellent way of encouraging students 
Kͤ% to attend Midland - . 4 


DEFICITS AND A WAY TO OVERCOME THEM 


According to Dr. Benjamin Fine, the educational editor of the 
New York Times, who completed a study of 810 colleges and univer- 
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sities, including our own, about half of all the independent institu- 
tions of higher education in the United States are experiencing fin- 
ancial difficulty and are unable to balance their budgets. As one of 
the schools with an operational deficit, Midland finds itself in the 
position where several things must be given prayerful consideration. 
One of the ways in which the College can be greatly assisted is to have 
the wholehearted cooperation of pastors in recommending to their 
young people, their college - Midland College - as the church college 
from which they can procure a splendid liberal arts education. A 
second way of assisting the College, of course, is through the payment 
of a minimum of 100% of our apportionment goal, for by so doing 
the College is assured of the amount the synods have pledged to her 
institution. It behooves all of us who are interested in the future of 
Christian higher education, and especially in the plight of smaller 
independent colleges, to see to it that the financial picture of the 
college is assured. A real crusading constituency could quickly mold 
public opinion in a way which would clear us of all financial embar- 
rassment and assure a significant and vital educational program. 
Christian higher education is not just another program of learning. 
A feeble effort will discredit our institution and disgrace its sup 
porters. Acceptance of a challenge will make possible the realization 
of one of humanity’s fondest hopes. 


It is a truism that in the past year ending May 31, 1953, the net 
operating deficit for that year was $21,640.76. There are certain fac- 
tors which have brought about this particular deficit. First of all the 
budget was based upon a student body of 350 students. This, unfor- 
tunately, did not materialize. The second contributing factor was 
the refurnishing and refurbishing of Beegle Hall, inasmuch as approx- 
imately $20,000 was allocated from current funds, the balance of the 


expense being contributed by special givers. A third contributing 
factor is the constantly rising costs. 


For example, this past year it cost $729.07 for the education of 
each student at Midland College. This is only an increase of approx- 
imately $200 over a five-year period. At the same time students at- 
tending Midland College pay only 53.5% of the actual cost of an 
education. The rest of it comes from church grants, gifts and en- 
dowment. These figures may indicate a rather high expenditure per 
student, yet in light of the cost of education at a tax supported school 
in the state of Nebraska it is only half as much. As a further com- 
parison, the instructional expense at Midland is lower than the aver- 
age for the Protestant colleges of America. This is due to the low 
salary schedule. There are only three ways of overcoming this ob- 
stacle and that is having more freshmen, more friends, more funds. 
Your aid and assistance in these matters will be sincerely appreciated 
by the members of the Board of Trustees of Midland College. 


TOMORROW'S RESPONSIBILITIES 


Midland, like other private colleges. is fac rising costs 
lower income. Incomes from —— - as have 8 
Today more than ever an independent college must unceasingly seek 
additions to its endowment. A good principle is that the endowment 
should be at least equal to the value of the plant. For Midland this 
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would mean an endowment of a minimum of one million dollars, 
enough to meet the deficit of last year. Tuition income and monies 
received from the operation of auxiliary enterprises cannot be ex- 


any possibility of operating successfully without substantial 
endowment income. Outside help must be obtained in the 
of colleges like Midland. The federal and state governments 
cannot give any direct help. We must seek our help among our con- 
stituencies. For this reason we are very grateful to the Midwest 
Synod for permitting the College to conduct a year-end appeal in 
1953. It was successful because you helped. To you we aré most 
grateful. 


A financial statement showing in detail the financial condition of 
the College as of May 31, 1953, will be found below. 


Fiscal Year Ending May 31, 1953 


INCOME 

Educational and General $127,721.98 
2 Endowment Investment 22,931.22 
1 Gifts and Grants an 106,371.28 
‘ Other Income 3,626.17 
Auxiliary Enterprises * 147,156.69 
Total Reeeipts 12 $407,807.34 

EXPENSE . 
Educational and General $263,208.31 
Auxiliary Enterprises 150,704.21 
: Other Non-Educational Expense 17,356.19 
Total Expenses $431,268.71 
Cash Operating Loss 
Increase in Inventories —. -1,820.61 
Net Operating Loss * $ 21,640.76 

Midwest Members on the Board 
The Pastors: Pres. L. Wolff, R. Jobman, 


H. Knaub 
The Messrs: Martin Koolen, Jr., John Hueske 
The tellers reported on the election for the Editor of THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN. There was no election. " 
\ 
The second ballot for the election was ordered. 


The motion prevailed that if there is no election on this ballot, 
only the two highest be candidates for the third ballot. 


President Alexander of the Kansas Synod brought official 
greetings from that Synod. 


The motion prevailed that Convention recess for ten minuten 
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The tellers reported on the election for the Editor of THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN. There ‘was no election. 


The third ballot was ordered. 


The motion prevailed welcoming Dr. T. Schuldt, President of 
the Nebraska Synod and seating him as advisory member. 


Dr. Schuldt brought official greetings from the Nebraska Synod. 
The election of a Treasurer was ordered. 


The trustees of Central Seminary reported. 


Dr. E. B. Keisler, President of Central Seminary, was intro 
duced and spoke to the Convention. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CENTRAL 
LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Under the blessing of God and as the recipient of the kind of- 
fices of an ever increasing number of individuals, congregations, and 
other groups, Central Seminary marches forward. 


For the 1953-1954 school year the largest enrollment in the his- 
tory of the institution was realized - forty-four. These included ten 
seniors, twelve middlers, eleven juniors, seven specials and four in- 
ternes. During the year three students relinquished their theological 
pursuit. Of the forty-four, six are of the Midwest Synod. Six are 
non-Lutheran. 


_ During the first semester the Rev. A. B. Lentz, D. D., Louis- 
ville, Nebraska, assisted in the Practical Department. During the 
second semester the Rev. Samuel W. Jensen, Hooper, Nebraska, ren- 
dered a similar service in the same department. At the retirement of 
of Dr. Paul W. H. Frederick last spring, Professor Gieschen was made 
Professor of Systematic Theology. The other members of the fac- 
ulty continue in their respective positions. The Board is still search- 
ing for an additional professor. 


During the first eight months of the current fiscal year more 
than $52,000.00 was received by the Seminary for all — 


At the last convention of our synod it was decided that during 
1954 we would join with other supporting synods in an effort to re- 
move the indebtedness incurred by the building, repairing, and re- 
modeling program of the past few years. Some of our individual 


members and congregations have alread shared e 
would warmly commend it to all our — 1 


A full-time office secretary has been secured perso 
Miss Beulah Geyer, Waterville, Kansas. In late * Mr. we 
Brei, Odell, Nebraska, will come to us to give full time and interest 
in the proper maintenance of our buildings and grounds. 

The Board of Educatio 


n of the U. L. C. A. graciously continues 
its special grant to defray the expenses of Pre-Lenten Lectures on the 
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Rural Church. Those held in February of this year were of an 
pecially high order and were 
synod and others. 


Realizing the importance of Central Seminary to 
ment of the Church in the Midwest, we express gratitude to God 
deep appreciation to our people for the progress which has 
made possible. We solicit the continued interest and support of the 
synod, even as we invoke the unceasing blessings of a gracious Pro- 
vidence. 


Respectfully, 

LORIN J. WOLFF 

PAUL H. G. MOESSNER 
CLINTON VON SEGGERN 
LOUIS MAI 


CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Fremont, Nebraska 
Consolidated Balance Sheet 


June 30, 1953 
ASSETS 
Petty Cash $ 25.00 $ 5 25.00 
Cash in bank 5.83 33766.13 33771.96 
Notes Receivable - Midland College 16923.84 16923.84 
Notes Receivable - Building Fung 24615.52 24615.52 
Notes Receivable Current Fund... 2000.00 2000.00 
Nebraska State Savings & Loan Stock 3200.00 3200.00 
Furniture and Fixtures 9754.43 9754.43 
Land and Buildings ss 26655822 266566.23 
Utility Deposit 3 55.00 


Liabilities and Equities 


Liabilities: 
Note payable - Special Funds 8200000 5 200000 
Notes payable - Aid Association 

for Lutherans ... 69434.93 69434 .93 
Notes payable - Due from Building 
Building Debt Retirement Fund 20142.94 20142.94 
— to be distributed 646.18 646.18 
Funds 54181.95 
Equities: 


of 
$ 85.83 $356818.15 $356903.98 
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„Because the 


Current Fund Equity (Deficit) -191417 7 1914 
Equity in Land and Buildinzas 187796.63  187796.63 


$ 85.83 $356818.15 $356903.98 
Pastor Harvey Clark was welcomed as a guest. 


The ladies present were also welcomed. 


Mr. William Suhr, President of the Synodical Brotherhood, was 
welcomed as advisory member. 


The Committee on tellers reported. Pastor Martin G. Schroed- 
er, having received the necessary votes, was declared elected Editor 
of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN. 


The tellers reported. 


Mr. Carl Grothen, having received the necessary votes, was 
declared elected Treasurer of The Midwest Synod. 


The ballot for Secretary was ordered. 


Pastor Alfred Duis introduced Mrs. Thompson who presented 
the Report of the President of the Women’s Missionary Society. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE WOMEN’S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The Midwest Synodical Women’s Missionary Society brings greet- 
ings to Synod at its 65th annual convention. 


We feel that we have an encouraging report to bring in this the 
second year of our Triennial Emphasis, “Making His Way Known 
Through Teaching.” During the past year, we can definitely say that 


we have grown not only in membership, but also advanced financially 
and above all spiritually 


We want to take this opportunity to thank the pastors for their 
kind cooperation and the interest they have shown in the work of the 
WMS. One of the aims of the WMS of the Midwest Synod is to have 
100% membership, that is, a society in every congregation. Out of the 


32 Synodical societies in the United Lutheran Church there are 8 that 
bave already attained this goal. 


We have 49 societies in 46 congregations, however, there are 76 
congregations in our Synod which leaves 30 which do not have a WMS. 
: WMS is the only official women’s organization in the 
United Lutheran Church in America it is important to have a WMS 


or a Women of the Church group wor in 


This Spring we are hol 
9 r Generel unt Rallies in 13 areas in our Synod. Miss 


speaker. We invite all 


Society Promotional Secretary will be our 
pastors and lay women to attend these one 
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day meetings in your area which are being held from May 3rd to 22nd 
inclusive. 


Our convention in 1953 was held at Messiah Lutheran Church at 
Grand Island, Nebraska, the Rev. Mr. Martin Schroeder Jr., pastor. 
There were 325 delegates and visitors registered. 5 


Our 1954 convention will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church at 
Columbus, Nebraska, the Rev. Mr. C. R. Goldenstein, pastor, on Sep- 
tember 29th and 30th. We extend an invitation to all churches in 
the Midwest Synod to send representatives to this convention. 


We ask that the members of Synod continue to pray for us and 


our work. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. A. B. C. DUBACH : 


The Report of Nebraska Lutheran Social Service was presented. 
Pastor Pretty, Director of Nebraska Lutheran Social Service, 
was introduced and spoke to the Convention. 


NEBRASKA LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE 


Nebraska Lutheran Social Service completed its first full fiscal 
year on June 30, 1953. The Heavenly Father has certainly added 
His blessing to this new work in Nebraska. During the fiscal year 
more than 11,000 souls had been reached through 251 ward and 
chapel services; 3,729 individual pastoral ministrations were given 
to Lutherans; 1,578 individual pastoral ministrations were given to 
non-Lutherans; the pastoral acts included 4 baptisms, 21 funerals, 
and 81 private communions; and in addition to other witness bear- 
ing for our Savior Jesus Christ 24,581 pieces of Christian literature 
were distributed. 


At the beginning of the fiscal year the treasury had a balance 
of $761.77 but the treasurer’s report showed receipts of $11,490. 
and expenditures of $9,417.18 which left a balance in the bank 
$2,073.07. The treasurer’s figures included $1000 ($500 from 
Midwest Synod and $500 from the Nebraska Synod) that was 
marked for the Lutheran Children’s Home Society in Omaha. 
bulk of the receipts came from the American Lutheran 
fasten. the Midwest Synod ($3,341.39) and the Nebraska 
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During the current fiscal year both interest and financial 
has increased in this important phase of Kingdom work. The 
for Social Missions of the United Lutheran Church has 
grant of $2,500 and the Board for Christian Social Action 
American Lutheran Church has granted $1,000 for the starting of 
work in Omaha. Because of these grants the Board of Directors of 
NLSS authorized the Executive Committee to secure 
chaplain for Omaha. Dr. Carl Plack, Chaplaincy Consultant for the 
National Lutheran Council is working with the Executive Commit- 
e. ure & qualified chaplain for Omaha at the earliest possible 
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Since last September the NLSS has operated a Bible Study 
class (on the ward level) for approximately 450 residents of the 
Beatrice State Home. The Bible classes are conducted by Rev. 
John Schiller, Beatrice, who goes to the Home two days each week. 


The Committee on Social Missions of the Nebraska Synod re- 
quested the Nebraska Lutheran Social Service to serve as a disaster 
relief agency for the State of Nebraska. Realizing the importance 
of such a service to our churches and people the Board of Directors 
unanimously approved a Disaster Relief Program as follows: 


1. That Nebraska Lutheran Social Service become the common 
agency through which relief may be channelled in case of 
disaster in Nebraska. 


2. That the Executive Committee of NLSS be authorized to 
have jurisdiction of relief funds. 


3. That the Treasurer of NLSS transmit funds as directed by 
the Executive Committee. 


4. That the Board designate the Director-Chaplain to obtain 
disaster facts and designate regional representatives to re- 
port disaster facts to him, and to serve as liaison with prop- 
erly designated church and relief agencies, to transmit in- 
formation to the National Lutheran Council and the churches 
of Nebraska. 


On February 23 a pilot workshop was sponsored by NLSS at 
Hebron, Nebraska where the clergy of all denominations were in. 
vited to discuss with the County and State Public Welfare personnel 
the ways and means of better serving our people. Each pastor 
brought a layman from his congregation and a very profitable dis- 
cussion was held. At the close of the day the request was made for 
additional conferences to go into more detail on specific problems. 
Miss Mayme Stukel, Director of Public Welfare for Nebraska, said 


“It was most worthwhile. I hope you can sponsor similar workshops 
in other counties.” : 


The Board of Nebraska Lutheran Social Service and the Direc- 
tor-Chaplain, Pastor L. C. Pretty, wish to sincerely thank every pas- 
tor, congregation and individual who have helped to launch this 
Christ-centered program. We have faith that the ever growing 
challenge of serving, supporting and sustaining the forgotten, the 
institutionalized and the sick will be met with the help, the prayers 
and the gifts of our constituency. 


LORIN J. WOLFF 
PHILIP C. BIBLEHIMER 


The tellers reported. Pastor Werner Welchert having received 
the necessary votes was declared elected Secretary of Synod. 


queen Ruth Hobbs and Sister Janet Hoover were weleomed as 
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The Lay-Credentials Committee reported. Their recommenda- 
tion was adopted. 


The Merger Committee presented its report. 


Pastor Martin Schroeder, Sr., presented the first resolution 


page 33 of the Proposed Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod in the Central States appended to this Convention pry cot 


Mr. Herman Langholz presented the Articles of the Proposed 
Constitution. (in part) 
The motion was made to adjourn. The Convention Chaplain 
closed the session with prayer. 
THIRD SESSION 


Wednesday Morning, April 28, 1954 


Devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain, Pastor 
Norman Schroeder, using “Illumination” as the theme of his ser 
mon. Pastor E. C. Hansen acted as liturgist for the Memorial 


Service. 
The Minutes of the First Session were approved as presented. 


The Committee on Reference and Council reported. The sug- 
gested changes in order of business were adopted. 


Miss Johnson of the Des Moines, Iowa, branch of the United 
Lutheran Publication House was introduced and spoke briefly to 
the Convention. 


The Lay Credentials Committee reported. The 
tions of seating delegates and substituting alternates for delegates 


were adopted. 
The election of the Vice Presidert was ordered. 


The Committee on Protocol and Secretary’s Report presented 
their report: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROTOCOL AND 
SECRETARY'S REPORT 


The Committee met at Wayne, Nebraska, on Apirl 5. Present 
were Pastors H. J. Diekholff, S. K. de Freese, M. W. Peterson, arid 
Virnon Wragge. We studied and compared the printed minutes 
with the manuscripts that were on hand (the Parochial Reports are 
excluded), and found them to be accurate and harmonious with the 


original manuscripts; however, we find that the St. John’s Luth- 
eran Church, Ohiowa (country) is listed as non-synodical, which is 


incorrect. 
Minor corrections of printer’s errors were made in the official 


copies. 
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VIRNON WRAGGE 
H. J. DIEKHOFF 
S. K. de FREESE 


The report was adopted. 
The recommendation was carried out. 
The Committee On The Ministry presented its Report. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 


The committee attempted to discharge the trust of Synod not 
only in regard to financial assistance to her needy students for 
the ministry, but also generally in an advisory and representative 
capacity. 


The young man who is referred to the committee by his pas- 
tor as one whose gifts, piety, and inclinations recommend him for 
ministerial training becomes, from the moment of referral, the 
concern of the committee. The secretary solicits written informa- 
tion from the pastor, the church council and others before the com- 
mittee passes on the applicant. His contact from then on with the 
synod is through the committee on the ministry. To the files of 
the committee comes such information as may be helpfully employed 
in assisting the student in his educational progress. 


Students for the ministry who receive their pre-ministerial 
training at Midlend College haye all been formally interviewed at 
the beginning of the fall semester at which time the educational 
progress of each student during the past year was discussed on 
hand of information supplied by the Dean’s office. The committec 
at this time had available not only scholastic records but, in most 
cases, also the results of psychological tests. In a frank interview 
such areas of a students life which call for comment were discussed. 


At the present time the following Pre-theological students are 
enrolled at Midland College: Daniel Breunsbach (jr.) Leland Diek- 
hoff, (soph.); Rudolph Jenny, (soph.); Charles Mayberry, (soph.): 


at Fruhling, (soph.); Lyle Smidt, (sen.); Dean Sudman, 
sen. 


In order to facilitate better acquaintance between the students, 
both at the college and at the Seminary, with the committee, a din- 


ner was arranged at which the Rev. Ralph Ritzen served as the 
speaker. 


The committee sought contact by requested report and personal 


: We commend the fine work of the Secretary, Pastor Werner 
Welchert, and recommend that the Synod give him a rising vote of 
thanks. 

Respectfull submitted, 
M. W. PETERSON 
E. F. WARMUNDE 
| — 


letter with Synod’s pre-theological students on other campuses. 
At present the following students are pursuing preparatory train- 
ing on the college level: August Homburg, (fresh.) South East 
Oklahoma State Teachers College; Merlin Sievers, (fresh.) Wayne 
Teacher's College; Charles Harman, (soph) Hastings College; Gary 
J. Heyne, (soph.) Wayne Teachers College; Arthur Homburg, (jr.) 
South East Oklahoma State Teachers College. 


The committee upon application granted aid to the following 
students: Daniel Breunsbach, Lawrence Fruhling, Leland Diek 
hoff; and to Seminarian Morris Niedenthal. 


On the Seminary level the committee’s counsel and aid was not 
infrequently sought and rendered in matters of internship, military 
service, graduate study, and financial help. The following stud- 
ents are at present attending Seminary: Morris Niedenthal, (jr.) 
Chicago L. Th. Seminary; Paul Moeller, (mid.) North Western L. 
Th. Seminary; Paul Konig (mid.) Central L. Th. Seminary; Richard 
Schricker, (mid.) Central L. Th. Seminary; Paul Rowold, (mid.) 
Central L. Th. Seminary; Edward Amend, (interne) Chicago L. Th. 
Seminary;- Alex Wacker (intern) Central L. Th. Seminary; Harlan 
Heier, (intern) Central L. Th Seminary; Wesley Fuerst, (sen) 
Central L. Th. Seminary. 


Matters which were referred to the committee by synod in- 
cluded: (1) Recruitment of chaplains for the armed forces, (2) study 
of the cases of pastors engaged in other than full-time Lutheran 
parish work, and (3) the study of proposals to make a practical 
year for seminary students compulsory. 


In regard to recruitment for the chaplain’s corps the committee 
arranged, in cooperation with the faculty of Central Seminary, for 
the visit of Pastor H. Opperman, a member of the ULCA commis 
sion on chaplaincy, to address the students. Pastor Opperman, in 
addition, spent a day at the seminary to interview students 
evidenced interest in the military chaplaincy. 


who 

In regard to the synodical standing of pastors engaged in other 

than full-time Lutheran parish work the committee requested its 

chairman to ascertain the intentions of those pastoral members of 

synod whose status within synod is in doubt, and to report the re 
sults of his correspondence to the ministerium. 


In regard to the matter of internship the committee, after con- 
sultation with the faculty of Central Seminary, prepared the fol- 


lowing report: 


Inasmuch as synod has delegated to this committee the study 
of the matter of compulsory internship for theological students 
and inasmuch as such a proposal deeply affects not only present 
practices of synod but also the practice and experience of other 
synods and seminaries within the ULCA, the committee questions 
the wisdom of making compulsory internship at this time a part of 


7 


| 
| 
* 
‘ 
—_— 


eget” 


regular seminary training but would welcome a plan whereby op- 
portunities for voluntary internship would become more abundant 
and more widely utilized. 


If, however, a compulsory plan were to be introduced, this 
committee favors the following regulative provisions: 


a. Authority 


The Seminary faculty should have the final but not the sole 
authority to assign a student to his field of service after consulta- 
tion with all parties concerned. The student should have a voice 
in the matter of his assignment as to type of work, institution, 
or parish to be served. 


b. Location and Time 


The length of time at one place should be determined in 
the light of the best interest and need of the student, and not pri- 
marily from the point of view of the parish or agency he is to serve. 
Nine months ought to constitute a minimum requirement for in- 
ternship but need not necessarily be served in one place, institu- 
tion, or type of work. Varied internship experience is preferable. 
It should not be counted as internship before the completion of the 
student’s second year in the seminary. | 


c. Supervision 


The student should work under the supervision of the sem- 
inary if internship is to be a required part of the curriculum. The 
exercise of this supervision may be delegated by the faculty to 
other persons (e. g., the president of synod or neighboring pastors) 
if this seems desirable. In any case regular reports should go to 
the faculty regarding the student and his work. It is deemed in- 
advisable to permit concurrent academic work by the interne. In 


any case no academic credit toward a seminary degree shall be 
given for such work. 


d. Compensation 


Financial remuneration should be determined by the needs 
of the student. The amount to be set by joint action of the con- 
gregation, agency, or institution affording internship opportunities, 
the synod, and the seminary. The marital status of the student 
shall be taken into consideration. After the remuneration has been 
agreed to in the manner stated above, payment shall be made by 
the congregation or agency where service is rendered. 


e. Internship Opportunities 


The committee recommends that a survey of available in- 


ternship opportunities on the territo | 
ry of synod be made and special 
attention be given to explore and finance such as would afford 


student experience in Inner Missi 
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The auditing committee of synod audited 
treasurer: The following is a condensed report of the committee's 


income and expenditure: 


Balance in bank, February 4, 19838 $1405.03 
Income from synodical budget 610.00 
Income from debt repaymentht!n 120.00 
Gift from St. John’s Russell! 150.00 

$2285.03 


Expenditures for student aid and committee 
— $1269.17 


Balance in treasury __________ $1015.86 


Rec. 1. The committee respectfully requests an allottment from the 
Synodical budget of $1500.00. 6 


Respectfully submitted. 


RICHARD R. SYRE, Secretary 
for the Committee 


The recommendation was presented and seconded. 


: The motion was made to defer action on the recommendation 
until after the budget be acted upon. The motion to defer was lost. 


The recommendation was adopted by a count of 58 in favor and 
O against. 


Chaplain Duhrkop asked for personal privilege and expressed 
his views on the merger. 


Pastor Huneke was also granted personal ‘privilege because he 
had to leave the convention early wherein he expressed his views 


on the proposed merger. 


The tellers reported on the election for Vice President. There 
being no election, a second ballot was ordered. 


The Committee on New Congregations and Constitutions pre 
sented its Report. 


COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS AND 
CONSTITUTIONS REPORT 


Your Committee on Constitutions has examined the Constitu- 
tion of Zion Lutheran Church, Sutton, Nebraska, and find nothing 
in it that is contrary to the doctrinal basis of the Synodical Con- 
stitution. Therefore, we recommend that it be approved by Synod. 


However, this Constitution does not state that the Congregation 
is incorporated; thus, we would recommend to the Congregation that 
it file incorporation papers as soon as possible to avoid possible legal 
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trouble in the future, and furthermore, that such action be inserted 


into this Consitution. 
| Respectfully submitted, 


G. J. HERBER 

H. J. DIEKHOFF 
T. G. KUEHNER 
JACOB ZIEMER 


“The recommendation and report were adopted. 
The Secretary of Social Missions presented his report: 


REPORT ON SOCIAL MISSIONS 


During the past year, pastors have received much material 
from the Board of Social Missions both in direct mailings and in 
the Desk Book. Your synodical Committee on Social Missions re- 
commends these for your study and filing for future reference. The 
Statement of Issues to be Considered in Deciding for or against In- 
clusion of Pastors in Old Age and Survivor’s Insurance and the Re- 
port of the Board of Social Missions of the Committee to Study the 
Question of the Inclusion of Ministers in OASI, are particularly of 
timely value and should be carefully studied. 


The Board of Social Missions also sponsored a School of Indus- 
trial Relations, June 8-12, 1953 at Allentown, Pennsylvania. At this 
school representatives of labor and management presented their 
points of view on The Basis for Successful Industrial Relations. 
The problems of evangelism in the urban industrial community and 
Christian teachings related to economic life were discussed during 
the course of the school. This is another in a series of schools of 
special interest which the Board of Social Missions has been provid- 
ing over the past few years. 


Your synodical committee has sought to define more precisely 
its work in order that it may serve the Synod with greater effective- 
ness. The efforts of the committee are in three directions, Gather- 
ing Information - Giving Information - Suggesting Action. To 
these ends, two mailings have been made to the members of Synod, 
trying to give specific information on some of the problems which 
are more common in the life of the Church. It is the intent of the 
committee to continue with these periodic mailings. 


Your committee, in co-operation with the Social Missions Com- 
mittee of the Nebraska Synod, has been interested in securing a 
full time Lutheran chaplain for the hospitals of the Omaha ares. 
We are pleased that a Grant-in-Aid was made for 1954 for this pur- 
pose by the Board of Social Missions of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. We are gratified by the interest of the Board in this 
matter as is shown by the amount of the grant, which is the largest 


the Board has made from the amounts it throug 
portionment, in the past six years. ae — 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT E. SHIRCK, Secretary 
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It was moved that this Synod now proceed to elect its allotted 
number of delegates and alternates to the nineteenth biennial con- 
vention of the The United Lutheran Church in America with the 
understanding that these elections will in effect become nomina- 
tions to the organizing convention of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod in the Central States in the event of the organization of the 
said Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States as a merger 
of the Midwest Synod, the Nebraska Synod and the Kansas and 
adjacent States Synod prior to said convention. 


The election for clerical delegates to The United Lutheran 
Church in America Convention was ordered. 


The Committee on Executive Boards Report gave its report. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Your Committee recommends that we approve items Nos. 1 te 
14, inclusive, as found on pages 24, 25 and 26 of the Bulletin of 
Reports To Be Presented At The Sixty-Fifth Annual Convention. 
The Committee also recommends approval of an additional item 
relative to the bequest from Mrs. Anna Huebeck. 


The Committee further moves the adoption of the Budget as 


altered by the Convention. 
Respectfully submitted, 


C. R. GOLDENSTEIN 
T. ALTHOF 

A. J. DUIS 

HUGO H. F. WELCHERT 
ELMER B. SASSE 


The recommendations to approve items Numbers 1 to 14, also 
the item relative to the bequest from Mrs. Huebeck, were adopted. 

The recommendation to adopt the budget as altered Tas 
Convention was presented and seconded. 


It was moved to defer action on the budget until after the Re 
port of THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN Staff. The motion was second- 
ed. 


It was moved to substitute by deferring action only on the item 
referring to THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN. The motion was sec- 


onded. 
The motion to substitute carried. 1 


The substitute motion carried. 


The Budget, with the exception of the one item for deferred 
action, carried. 


The tellers reported. Pastor R. Jobman having received the 
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necessary votes was declared elected Vice President of The Mid- 
west Synod. 


The election of the Business Manager of THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN was ordered. 


The Committee on Statisticians Report presented its report. 


REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


Your Committee has made a careful study of the Statistician’s 


records and reports and found them accurately kept and correctly 
tabulated. 


We commend all Pastors who have submitted their reports 
before the deadline date and thus enabled the Statistician to com- 


plete the laborious task of compiling the total statistics for the 
Synod. 


We recommend: 

1. In view of the fact that some of the congregations submitted 
incomplete reports, that all Pastors be urged to see that 
their reports be complete and the totals be correct. 


2. That the Statistician be given a rising vote of thanks for his 


work 
Respectfully submitted, 


WULF KRAMBECK 
HARRY ROSS 

R. M. SAUBERZWEIG 
GEORGE J. STROH 
GEORGE J. HERBER 
H. M. GOEDE 


Recommendation Number 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation Number 2 was adopted. 


The Committee of Foreign Missions presented its report. 


Miss Helen Harder, Missionary to Japan, was presented and 
briefly spoke to the Convention. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS 


The year 1953 was a banner year of exceptional progress in our 
United Lutheran Church, both at home and also in most of our out- 
flung foreign missions. Our increased benevolence giving has had its 
beneficient effects in all departments of our Church’s activities, and 


we note with rejoicing and gratefulness this new awakening of heart- 


inspiring devotion to the supreme cause of Christ's Kingdom. Al- 
though the Board of Foreign Missions received a smaller propor- 
tioned share than other boards of our increased total benevolence, yet 
the prayers of many of our missionaries are being answered, their 
hopes soar higher than ever, and nearly all of the reports that come 
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to us from the various fields are very encouraging. All this proves 
but one undeniable fact, namely that our Savior’s assertion is as true 
today as it was when He beheld the original multitudes that flocked 
to Him expectantly: “The fields are white for Harvest.” The world 
is searching for the true God and the hearts of untold millions are 


longing for salvation. 


Some of this present world-wide unrest may indeed be but a mis- 
directed longing for other than genuinely spiritual objectives, but 
viewed from the Christian standpoint, the truth remains that “the 
harvest is plentiful.” And so also is Christ’s second sad observation, 
namely that “the laborers are few.” The Church of Christ is at pre- 
sent in greater demand, than ever in the past, of additional consecrat- 
ed workers; in the first place, because our opportunities are vaster, 
and, in the second, because the conflict is deadlier and the dangers 
more threatening and real. 


We note with rejoicing that 28 new missionaries were recently 
called by the Board of Foreign Missions and all of them ready to be 
commissioned and sent into their respective fields. Among these, as 
was regretfully observed by our entire Midwest family, was a name 
that sent a flood of sentiments into our hearts. Our beloved presi- 
dent of synod, Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, has accepted a call and will 
soon sail for Liberia. We shall miss him greatly and the prayers of 
all of his many friends will accompany him and his loved ones, and 
we shall wish them God's kindest protection and richest blessings. 


The number of missionaries called in February was the largest 
on record ever issued in a single month, yet how many more are pre- 
sently needed! The Macedonian call comes to us from every field 
and though the Church may have the necessary means, the number of 
willing and qualified missionaries is still pathetically insufficient. 


“Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out (more) lab- 
orers into his harvest.” This is our greatest challenge of the moment. 
Again we must urge earnestly all Midwest pastors and all mission- 
minded leaders to organize and direct congregation-wide, periodical 
programs for the recruiting of youths for full-time church work. Per- 
haps the number of seminary graduates this spring will be larger for 
most other synods, but we of the Midwest must frankly recognize and 
confess that somewhere we have failed. Let us face the obvious facts: 
If our synod is to continue to grow or even hold its present strength, 
we must have more young people willing to dedicate themselves to 


full-time service in the Church. 


As a matter of valuable information, we refer you to the pro- 
posed so-called “experiment” of the American Association of Theo- 
logical Seminaries, which was set up recently to attract more volun- 
teers for ministerial preparation in American Protestant seminaries. 
This proposal is backed financially by the Rockefeller Brothers and 
also available to Lutherans. These scholarships, as mentioned in the 
February issue of the Christian Century, will pay nearly all expenses 
of the first year in seminary and, we understand, is already available 
this year. All interested leaders should address their inquiries to 
Dr. Edward H. Roberts of the Princeton Theological Seminary, Prince- 


ton, New Jersey. 
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We are happy to report that tangible results are already visible 
in the fields where during the past few years our Sunday school and 
Luther Leagues have given special financial assistance. Highly grat- 
ifying reports are being received from Argentina and British Guiana. 
This year these organizations will concentrate on helping to build 
chapels in India and Japan, and the Luther League’s special project 
is the erection of a church in Puerto Rico. 


Our synodical missionary societies have been studying during 
the month of February the newly-opened fields in South-east Asia and 
we were amazed to hear of 650,000 Lutherans who almost miraculously 
survived the horrors of Warld War II. Not only have these undaunt- 
ed fellow-Lutherans continued amidst indescribable hardships, but 
are offering us some of the most promising challenge of the coming 
years. We can be certain that we shall hear a great deal more of 
expanding activities in Malaya, Sumatra and New Guinea, and also 
Hong Kong, which is our only remaining toe-hold on China. 


From every corner of the globe we hear of wide-opened doors and 
we are challenged anew to enter, conquer and possess the Promised 
Land in the name of Jesus Christ, the world’s only Savior. How can 
we, who have just returned in spirit from viewing the empty tomb and 
and have had visions and assurances of the glorious victory and re- 
surrection of Jesus, stand by and remain indifferent, and not hear 
nor heed the pleas of the millions who are still daily dying in ignor- 
ance and sin, without a Savior to call on? Brethren, let us continue 


to work and pray while it is day, “before the night comes, when no 
one can work.” 


Respectfully submitted: 
EDWARD J. AMEND 
HARLAN A. BREI 


The tellers reported. Pastor W. Churchill, having received 


the neccessary votes, was declared ected Business Manag 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN. Aine 


The balloting of the n ) 
‘ — Subscription Manager of THE MIDWEST 


It was moved to elect Miss Tillie Krambeck to Subscription 
3 of og MIDWEST LUTHERAN by acclamation. Second- 
and carried. 


The Nominating Committee for Lay Members on the Executive 
Board presented its report. | 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
FOR LAY MEMBERS ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


deter” nominates the names of the following candi. 


1. Mr. William Horst - Grand Island, Nebraska 
2. Mr. William Suhr - Hooper, Nebraska 


om 
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3. Mr. Verlin Wendt - Pilger, Nebraska 
4. Mr. Loyd Lewallen - Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
* Respectfully submitted, 
W. ROWOLDT 


FRED BORN 
H. O. RHODE 


Messrs Elmer Sasse, William Bunker and Walter Jobman were 
nominated from the floor. 


The tellers reported on the first ballot for electing clerical 
delegates to The United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


There was no election. 
The second ballot was ordered. 


It was moved that if there is no completion of election on this 
next ballot, that the succeeding ballot be limited to six plus the 
number still needed for completing the election. The motion was 
seconded and carried. 


The Committee on Lutheran Student Work presented its re 
port. 


The Rev. Alvin Petersen, Pastor to students in Lincoln, Ne 
braska, was introduced and spoke to the Convention. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN 
STUDENT WORK 


Beginning with the scholastic year 1953-1954, the ministry to 
Lutheran students on the University Campus has been extended to 
include regular Sunday Morning Services at the Lutheran Student 
House. These Services are well attended and much appreciated by 
students living in dormitories on the campus. Most of them have 
no cars and they find transportation to the Lutheran Churches in 
the city very difficult or extremely inconvenient. 


The new student house has become a center of many whole- 
some activities. The courses in Christianity, Bible Study, Catechi- 
zation and the frequently sought Christian counsel given by the 
student pastor, draw many into the scope of this center’s Christian 
Service. 


In as much as the student pastor, Rev. A. Petersen, is submitt- 
ing a detailed report of the Lutheran Student Foundation and its 
work, your committee wilf not elaborate on it. Thus we conserve 


bulletin and protocol space and avoid duplication. 


We would rather use this space to express our gratitude to the 
Synod and to the congregations for the support given to thig very 
worthy cause. During the year 1953 the treasurer of your 
tee has for the first time been able to pay the full total of $600. 
budgeted by synod for this purpose. Yes, we did much more than 


= 


— — 


— 


— — 
— 


that. We paid a balance of $250.00 due on the previous year, and 
thanks to special gifts sent through the synodical treasurer we paid 
an extra $100.00 jato the treasury of the Foundation. 


All the mdneys channeled through this committee are desig- 
nated for Lutheran Student Work. The moneys for the Building 
Fund are sent directly to the treasurer of the Lutheran Student 
Foundation. Four years ago our synod assumed the obligation to 
raise $11,500.00 for Building Fund. Your committee reports, with 
regret, that at the time of this report we are still $3,025.00 short of 
that goal. If all churches of the supporting synods would meet their 
quota in full, the balance of indebtedness against the building could 
be canceled at once. 


The Lutheran Student Foundation is requesting all supporting 
synods to raise the per member assessments, for the operation and 
maintenance of this work, to 8 a year. That would mean then, 
that for 1955 we would be expected to give $920.00 for Lutheran 
Student Work. 


Following is the financial report of the committee: 


Balance brought forward January Ist, 1953 $ 25.00 
Received from Treasurer of Synod __ _..1,095.00 
$1,120.00 
Paid to Lutheran Student Foundation $985.00 
Committee expenses 17.00 
TOTAL $1,012.00 
Balance December 31st, 1953 _$ 108.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
H. M. GOEDE, Secretary-Treasurer 


LUTHERAN STUDENT FOUNDATION, INC. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
March 1, 1954 


The ministry to students at our University has been carried on 
within the context of the policy of the Division of Student Service 
of the National Lutheran Council: preaching the Word, teaching 
the Word, counseling, calling, and recruiting. Our student pro- 
gram has, therefore, included worship, study (of the Word, Christ- 
ian doctrines and ethics), evangelism, service, and recreation. 


Most gratifying this year in our ministry and the most 
meaningful step forward in the history of — in Lin- 
coln is the Sunday Morning Worship Service at the Lutheran Stud 
ent House. On September 22, 1953, after long negotiations and 
prayerful consideration by local churches, church officials, and the 
Division of Student Service, the Lutheran Student Foundation was 
granted permission to inaugurate a Sunday Morning preaching ser- 
vice. On October 18, we held our first service with 86 in attend- 
ance. The attendance has been quite constant, with 98 as the high- 
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est attendance. It is difficult to know exactly how many different 
students have attended, but we estimate that we are reaching about 
200 through these worship services, of which half have not been 
reached in any other service or activity at the Student House. We 
believe that this phase of our ministry will become the most fruit- 
ful means of evangelism. 


Another source of satisfaction to us, who are charged with this 
strategic mission of the church, is the growing consciousness of our 
churches in Nebraska to the need of a campus ministry. This ip 
terest is reflected in the response of our church bodies in Nebraska 
in the increased support to our current work and the steady mov- 
ing forward in realizing the goals of the building project. When 
we remember that in 1945 the total annual budget for Lutheran 
Student work in Lincoln was $600, and note that this past year’s 
current receipts were over $10,000, of which $3,500 came from the 
National Lutheran Council bodies in Nebraska, and that the Founda- 
tion has received to date nearly $45.000 (exclusive of the $65,000 from 
the National Lutheran Council) for the building fund, the response 
has been encouraging. The fact too that the report of the Lutheran 
Student Foundation each year is an expected part of the convention 


home churches for their students at the University. t 


The cost of the first unit of the Lutheran Student Houge, in- 
cluding lots and furnishings, is $122,867.51. The total receipts as 
of March 1, 1954 were $109,778.94. There is still a total of $23,500.00 
expected from NLC churches in Nebraska on the $1.00 per confirm- 
ed membership goal. The Foundation has received $8,479.38 from 
the Midwest Synod churches in Nebraska toward its goal of $1 per 
member. It is the hope of the Foundation that the second unit, a 
chapel-wing, might be added soon. . 


The Foundation Board paid tribute to Mr. E. G. Ekblad at 
banquet, January 14. Mr. E. G. Ekblad, who this year retired from 
the Board of Directors of Lutheran Student Foundation, hag been 
chairman of the Board since 1947, when the Foundation was or- 
ganized, and before that was a member of the Committee for Stud- 
ent Work since the school year, 1925-26. He has given unselfishly 
of his time and talents and has been an example of Christian 


churchmanship. 


Student Service is a most important mission of the church. 
These young people who come to our state schools need the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Students will find that the environment at a state 
school is basically secular. Religion is often relegated to the cate- 
gory of an extra-curricular activity. The press of activities and the 
overcrowded student schedules make it difficult to gather students 
in number during the week. Many of our young people who come 
to the University find it easy to drop their ties with the church. 


i 
agenda of our church bodies in Nebraska is evidence that Student 7 
Service is no more a stranger but a natural part of our mission % 
work. The constant encouragement which we receive from pastors | 
and lay people throughout the state indicates the concern of our | 
| 
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Since these secularizing influences are steadily at work, it cer- 
tainly behooves the church to exert an increasing effort in its 
campus ministry. The Sunday morning worship services gives us an 
opportunity to reach a growing number of students. We are grate- 
ful to the Lincoln churches, to the church officials of the National 
Lutheran Council Church bodies in Nebraska, and to the Division 
of Student Service of the National Lutheran Council for affording 
us the opportunity to preach the Word to our students on Sunday 
mornings. | 


We need the constant encouragement of pastors, parents, and 
home congregations. Urge your students to come to our Student 
House and to participate in the services and activities there, where 
they will find a Christian environment and fellowship. 


The Lutheran Student Foundation is grateful to the Midwest 
Synod of the ULCA for the support received for its current budget 
and to the congregations for their gifts to the Building Fund. The 
Foundation is requesting a grant-in-aid of 8 cents per confirmed 
member for its 1955 budget. This increase of 1 cent per confirmed 
member over last year’s request, which is being also asked of all 
church bodies in Nebraska, is to assure sufficient funds to provide 
another part-time member on the staff. 


The Lutheran Student Foundation and the Division of Student 
Service express to the Midwest Synod of the ULCA sincere appre- 
ciation for the interest and support given by its pastors and con- 
gregations to our campus ministry. We bespeak for this ministry 


to students your prayers and concern. 
Sincerely, 
ALVIN M. PETERSEN, Pastor 


Pastor Heidenreich and Mr. Harry Bunge were welcomed as 


Pastor Alvin Petersen and Miss Helen Harder 
were received as 


The tellers reported. Mr. William Horst having received the 


required number of votes was 
— 4 — declared elected lay- member on the 


The motion prevailed that if there is no election on the next 


ballot, that only the two 
— highest be eligible for election on the suc 


The second ballot for 
0 electing lay members to the Executive 


The Report of the Parish Education Committee was presented. 
REPORT OF THE PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


The Parish Education Committee has held two regular meet- 
ings during the year. In January the chairman was invited to at- 
tend a meeting of Synodical Chairmen which met for two days in 
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Cincinnati, Ohio. It was helpful to get a full view of the Board of 
Parish Education and its work at that time. This conference of 
chairmen decided to have the next Western Regional Conference in 
Denver, June 17th and 18th. Our committee was not represented 
at a regional conference in 1953. 


There were several Parish Evaluation meetings held in our 
Synod the fall of 1953. They have proved very helpful in 
parishes where they were held. Being planned and carried 
bring help on the congregational level, they were not open to 


participation. 


The Board of Parish Education is now planning their 
Work for 1954. The plan is to present the work in the 
Nebraska Synods in September 1954 with a group of 
over the territory. As yet this program has not been 
worked out, but will be presented by letter to the areas 
veloped with the Nebraska Synod. 


The new Children’s Program was launched in the fall 
It is a unified, inclusive and practical program for all chil 
the parish. A Synodical Children’s Secretary will be appoin 
the promotion of the work in individual congregations should 
dertaken by a congregational secretary or committee. There is 
Children’s Activity program for the pre-school child and a Child- 
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program. We would commend it to you and point out the steward- 
ship emphasis in the whole life of the child and school. This pro- 
gram supplements the other work you are doing with children, but 
does not take the place of it in your parish . It works alongside the 
Sunday School, the Vacation School or the Weekday School giving 
the children a chance to participate in some activity along with the 


educational program they are studying. 


The committee made a survey of the activity of our parishes 
in Vacation Church Schools during the early fall of 1953. Fifty- 
five pastors reported on the card, almost a unanimous report from 
congregations with a pastor. Forty-eight of the congregations had 
schools, 8 had no school and 2 were working in interdenominational 
schools. This shows an excellent record for our congregations. 


There were 411 teachers and 2,835 pupils in the 50 schools re 
porting. However the enrollment in our Sunday Schools is over 
7,000, so we have a ways to go before we have cared for all of our 
children. Ten sessions were conducted in 44 of the churches and 2 
reported 20 sessions, the rest varying from 5 to 15. What was 
striking was the variety of materials used, 31 using the United 
Lutheran materials and 15 various other Lutheran materials. Four 
schools used Scripture Press materials, which certainly have nothing 
to recommend them to a Lutheran School. 


We would urge all the pastors to take advantage of the Vaca- 
tion Church School. The 30 hours of instruction and participation 
in a ten day session of such a school is more instruction than most 
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ren’s Club Program for children in the first through the sixth 
grades. Many of our congregations are planning to introduce the 
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of the children receive in a whole year in the Sunday School. In 
this short time the impact of the Gospel on a child is greatly in- 
creased because of the constancy of emphasis. 


Reports have been received from the Southeast and Northeast 
Sunday School Associations in Nebraska. Contact is kept with both 
organizations through members of the Committee, the Northeast 
Association having a member of our committee as an advisor on 
their cabinet. The meetings were held in the summer at Wayne 
and at Louisville, Nebraska. 


The film library has had a very successful year. The listings 
of material have been expanded particularly in the field of material 
for the primary child. There will be more material added in this 
area. The listing of these materials will come to the pastors and 
Sunday School leaders directly from Mrs. Stuehmer, Scribner, Ne- 
braska. A supplemental report will be presented covering the fin- 
ancial report of this department. 


The emphasis this year in the work of the committee will be in 
the areas of the weekday church school and in that of the new pro- 
gram for children. The texts of the weekday schools will be com- 
pleted this spring and summer, making it possible now to have any 
of the grades to use in the congregations. There are many congre- 
gations in which this material and the new club activity program 
may be put into use. It will be a great boon to our congregations 
in the future if we can equip our children for a more intelligent 
church life. Certainly in this day the Sunday School is not suffi- 
cient, but we must use every endeavor to make our children and 
congregations more articulate in their expression of the Christian 
faith. Just the run-of-the-mill Christianity is not sufficient, but it 
must become more expert and alert in this day. Do whatever you 
a to give the coming church members the equipment for their 


The committee has no special recommendations. 


FINANCIAL REPORT OF AUDIO-VISUAL FILM LIBRARY. 


Membership and Maintenance Fee paid 8 24.00 
Membership paid by film donations 2300 
Received from Synodical Treasurer §.... 50.00 
᷑ ˖— 11480 
Received from Northeast Sunday School Associatiorn 1.00 
Balance on hand January 1, 1953 a 81 
Paid out for Supplies, Rev. Herman Joens _ 
To Book of Books Stores, film strips _  ..—~————~Ssw' 60.25 
For Postage and Supplies . 15.25 
Board of Social Missions, film strips 12.50 
For Supplies, Mrs. Ernest Stuehmer 684 
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To Book of Books Stores, film strips 67.00 


Total Paid Out $164.34 
Balance on hand, December 31, 1953 „ 
For the Committee, 
A. C. BAUGHMAN, Chairman 
CARL GOEDE 


HERMAN JOENS 
MARTIN RETTIG 


The session was adjourned and closed with prayer by the Con- 
vention Chaplain. 


Wednesday Afternoon, April 28, 1954 


The session was opened with the singing of hymn 197 and pray- 
er by the Chaplain. 


The minutes of the Second Session were approved as presented. 


The tellers reported on the ballot for electing clerical dele- 
gates to the United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


There was no election. 


The tellers reported. There was no election for the second 
Lay-member on the Executive Board. 


The next ballot for a Lay-member on the Executive Board was 
ordered. 

President Dr. F. Cl Fry, official representative of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, presented the second half of his re- 
port. 

The tellers reported. Mr. Elmer Sasse, having received the 
necessary votes, was declared elected Ldy member on the Execu- 
tive Board. 


A ballot was ordered for electing clerical delegates to the 
United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


The Merger Committee Report was continued. Pastor A. C. 
Baughman moved the following: 


Resolved. 


That the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
of the United Lutheran Church in America express its 
judgment to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Cen- 
tral States that amendments to the following effect of the 


FOURTH SESSION 
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Constitution of the said Central States Synod would be de- 
sirable and deserves consideration by the new synod: 


1. In Article VI, paragraph 1 - by changing the word- 
ing of the phrase, “together with one minister and 
one layman” to read “together with the President 
of the Conferences and one layman from each con- 
ference.” 


The motion was lost. 
The motion prevailed to recess for ten minutes. 
„ 


Synod reconvened. 


The Committee on Lay Credentials gave its report. The recom- 
mendation was adopted. 


The tellers reported. Pastor Martin Schroeder, Jr., having re- 
ceived the necessary votes, was declared elected clerical 1 
to the United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


Another ballot was ordered to elect clerical delegates to tle 


United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


The following was moved: 
Resolved: 
| That the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
of the United Lutheran Church in America express its 
judgment to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Cen- 
tral States that amendments to the following effect of the 


Constitution of the said Central States Synod would be 
desirable and deserves consideration by the new synod: 
& 


1. That Article X, paragraph 14, apply only to active 
pastors. 


The motion was lost. 


The tellers reported. There was no election for clerical dele- 
gates to the United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


The motion prevailed that if there is no election on the next 


ballot that the succeeding ballot be limited to double the number 
required for election. 


Another ballot was ordered. , 


Pastor Saben Swensen, President of the Nebraska Conference 
of Augustana Church, and Pastor T. Johnson, President of Luther 
College, Wahoo, Nebraska, were welcomed as advisory members. 

The Committee for Nominations to elect Lay-delegates to the 
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United Lutheran Church in America Convention presented its re- 
port. | 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE NOMINATION OF 
LAY DELEGATES TO THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN AMERICA CONVENTION 


We nominate the following: 


August Brei - Lanham, Kansas 

Albert Kisling - Diller, Nebraska 

William Suhr - Hooper, Nebraska 

Paul Stromer - Glenvil, Nebraska 

Kermit Wagner - Schuyler, Nebraska 
Luther Monke - Fontanelle, Nebraska 
Arthur Feye - Columbus, Nebraska 

William Bunker - Ogallah, Kansas 

Emil Sudman - Wisner, Nebraska 

Clinton Von Seggern - Scribner, Nebraska 
Elmer Sasse - Fremont, Nebraska 

Howard Peterson - Grand Island, Nebraska 
Gene Brack - Great Bend, Kansas : 
Fred Born - Darrouzette, Texas 

Carl Grothen - Hastings, Nebraska 

Fred S. Walter - Creston, Nebraska 

Loyd Lewallen - Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Otto Weber - Leigh, Nebraska 

Martin Ringer - Wayne, Nebraska 


RALPH RITZEN 
PAUL DE FREESE 
W. CHURCHILL 
OTTO WEBER 


Messrs. David Snyder, Elmer Monk, Burton Vannier and Her- 
man Langholz were nominated from the floor. 


| The motion prevailed that if there is no election on this bal- 
lot, the succeeding ballot be limited to twice the number needed for 
election. 

The motion was made and seconded that those nominees who 
had gone to United Lutheran Church in America Convention be 
starred. The motion was lost. 


The first resolution of merger was presented. (ef. p. 33 of the 
“Proposed Constitution of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 


Central States”.) 


The tellers reported. Pastor Paul de Freese, having received 
the necessary votes, was declared elected delegate to the United 


Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 


—— 
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Another ballot was ordered. 


The motion prevailed to extend the time for this session until 
6:00 o'clock. 


The following was moved: 
Resolved: 


“That the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
of the United Lutheran Church in America express its 
judgment to the joint committee on merger, and through 
it, to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, 
relative to the resolution as found under the heading In- 
formation’ on page 33 of the proposed Constitution of the 

» Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, that, 
for the sake of clarification, this resolution be amended so 
that it shall read: 


“That Synod advises all its pastors to avoid member- 
ship in fraternal orders with religious ritual because such 
membership offends the consciences of many Christians.” 
The resolution carried by a vote of 34 in favor and 21 opposed. 
The tellers reported. Pastor H. Goede, having received the 

necessary votes, was declared elected clerical delegate to the United 
Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


By common consent, Resolutions 2, 3 and 4, were presented 
and all four were voted on the same ballot. 


The previous question was moved, seconded, and carried. 


The motion prevailed to extend the time until the tellers re- 


The tellers reported that there was no election for clerical 
delegates to the United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


Another ballot was ordered. 


The Report of the Representative to Midland Assembly was 
presented, with additional information: 


REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVE TO MIDLAND ASSEMBLY 
Midland Assembly was held at Midland College August 9-14, 


Courses were offered 
lowing instructors: **. * with the fol 


Teaching Clinic, Mrs. Mabel Fenner, Leader 


Study Courses in Missions, Mrs. Rosal 
’ yn Summer Sease. Leader 
Bible Study Course, Dr. Emil Goman, Leader 
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Study Course For Youth, Dr. W. F. Zimmerman, Leader. 
There were Lectures for Pastors: 


“Philip Melanchton: The philosopher of the Protestant Revolu- 
tion”. Five lectures by Dr. Charles L. Hill. 


“The Role of The Churches in American Democracy”. Five 
lectures by Dr. Robert E. Van Deusen. 


“The New Testament” five lectures by Dr. Richard R. Syre. 


The Midland Assembly will again offer an outstanding program 
for 1954. No one can afford to miss them. 


“Sixty young people representing the best 
of their respective Parishes were present for the Youth Program. 
The Youth Program consists of two study courses, visits to points 
of interest in Fremont and in recreation. The program was ably 


people who are potential leaders. It should be pointed out to the 
young persons sent that this is a leadership training course and not 
a camping program. 

“The Assembly is financed each year by contributions from 
Church Councils and Church Auxiliaries. The “2 for 50” 
found wide favor. Last year, sixteen parishes participated 
plan. Although costs have increased, the plan will operate 
same basis for 1954. A parish contributing $50.00 or more 
Assembly program is entitled to send two of its young people free. 
The total receipts for 1953 wre $1924.38. Total expenses were 
$2161.69. Balance on hand October 1, 1953, was $125.21.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
HERMAN JOENS, 
Representative to Midland Assembly 


The tellers reported. The necessary two-thirds majority hav- 
ing been voted, the Amendments to our Constitution to adopt the 
Proposed Constitution of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States were declared as carried by a vote of 79 in favor 


and 25 against. 


The session was adjourned and closed with prayer by the Con- 
vention Chaplain. , 


Wednesday Evening, April 28, 1954 
The evening session was opened with a service of inspiration 
by the Evangelism Committee. 


The minutes of the Third Session were approved as presented. 


The tellers reported. Pastor Carl Goldenstein, having re- 


supervised and promises to become one of the fine features of the b. 
Assembly. Local congregations are encouraged to send only young = 
| 
1 
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ceived the necessary votes, was declared elected clerical delegate 
the United Lutheran Church in America Convention. ä 

The tellers reported. Mr. Elmer Sasse, having received the 
necessary votes, was declared elected lay delegate to the United 
Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


A second ballot was ordered 
The Committee on Evangelism presented its report. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
Martin Schroeder D.D. - Compiler 


A questionaire prepared in the New York office of the ULCA 
Board of Social Missions and its Department on Evangelism was 
mailed on January 5, 1954, to all active pastors in our Synod, a 
total of 72. A self-addressed and stamped return envelope was en- 
closed. Of the 72. answers were received from 45 or (62%), of 
which 40 contained the information needed for tabulation. From 
the others we never heard. 


The numerical information asked for was concerning the in- 
crease in havtized. confirmed. and communicant members between 
the vears 1950 and 1983 Several pastors attached heloful notes to 
their renort. dealing chiefly with the evaluation of congregational 
evangelism end also making suggestions. Twelve of the returns 
eame from places with more than 500 population and the remain- 
ing heve the smaller towns and the open country as their source. 


I. Samples of the Reaction 


The onvinions exnressed in regard to this svstem of master- 
minding a congreeastion’s evangelism provram are different from 
nastor to nastor and ten and countrv. Some of the citv pastors 
fee! that it is a god thine to check on the progress made. while. 
n the other hand the rural nastors see little or no good in it at all. 
in this setum so thev reason. the rural conditions are comoletelv 
ignored. In fact. some feel that the originators of the auestionaire 
are not aware of the fact that one out of three congregations in the 


MA is located in communities of less than 500 peovle or in the 
open country. 


Another criticism points ta the limited time over which the in- 
crease was to be measured. 1950 to 1953. Durine that time some 


ranidilv develoning conerevations had tanered off and their real 
evangelistic efforts do not show in the statistics. 


Others hannened during those years to do same nruning with 
their membershin lists to brine them wr to date. Though they were 
very active in stewardshin and evangelism. they show a numerical 
loss, but just the same, they feel spiritually stronger. 
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The most numerous objection came from pastors working 
the open country with a settled and limited membership where 
questionaire fdund the least welcome, as there it did not fit a 
Before the average rural church can speak of evangelism in 
sense as understood by this questionaire, they must first solve 
problem of keeping on the land the people who are now there, 
ticularly the youth which for lack of opportunity have to 
living in city or town. To these the ULCA department of 
ism has as yet not given any thought. Our rural churches and 
pastors are waiting for something along that line. 


II. Facts to be Taken inte Consideration 


In presenting a summary of the answers to the inquiries on 
evangelism activities as contained in the questionaire, some en 
planation should be given first, so that the evaluation in the New 
York office, if such is planned, can be made in the proper light. 


EER, 


the 1940 census has been nit, just keeping on an even keel. In that 
respect it is at a disadvantage from all such states in which the 
added 20 million of new people since 1940 have found their home. 
In considering the statistics attached hereto special credit should 
be given to this fact. 

ted 


2. While the questionaire reveals that 60% of our city loca 
have made use of committees on evangelism, over against 
only 22% in the country, our rural pastors find the sugg 
proach as out of line with their actual needs. The reports 
country are unanimous in that respect. 


3. The fact that no pastor reports a preaching mission in his 
congregation emphasizes what has been expressed in a number of 
explanatory letters, attached to the questionaire, that the local 
pastor is his best evangelist and that it is up to him to be at it on a 


year round basis. 

4. As to the exact figures concerning the requested information 
on evangelism activities, the record shows that over the years 1950 
to 1953 an average of one out of three congregations have a visita- 
tion evangelism program, and all adults seeking membership are 
given proper instruction before they are received. 


5. In regard to the “Visible fruits of organized evangelism”, 
the opinions seem to lean toward the affirmative side, though some 
pastors indicated their ideas on it by inserting question marks, some 
others left the space blank. | 

6. As there have been very helpful suggestions received, it is 


recommended that these be summarized and made available to all 
pastors in mimeographed form and also be submitted to the secre- 


tary on evangelism in New York City. 


III. Fruits of Evangelism in the Midwest Synod 
This refers to question No. 4 on the questionaire. Most of the 
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1. Nebraska has no expanding population. Her increase since = 


replies indicated that the pastors felt progress had been made in 
the four years of the prescribed test period. Some were in doubt 
as to what would constitute a truthful answer inasmuch as no one 
can look into the heart of others. Therefore they left the space for 
the answer open or inserted a question mark. 


However, if statistics can be relied on as an indicator which 
way the wind blows, here are some facts which from the question. 
dire available figures reveal: 


Baptized Confirmed Communicants 


1950 . 14,765 10,458 8,466 
1953 * 16,483 11,686 9,468 
Gain 1,718 1,228 1,002 
Per Cet 11.1% 10.8% 11.9% 


These figures, standing alone, mean little unless held against 
the changes that have iaken place in the entire church. Taking 


‘the nearest four-year period as publicly reported for the ULCA in 


1949-1952, we find that its increase as compared with that of the 
Midwest Synod appears like this: 


Baptized Confirmed Communicants 


11.1% 10.8% 11.9% 
U.L.C.A. |. 6.9% 5.3% 6.6% 


Another means to measure the fruits of our synodical ways of 
evangelism is to compare the increase in the communicant list with 
that of the confirmed. Using the same four-year period for each as 
above, we find Midwest's superiority showing up in this way: 


U.L.C.A, MIDWEST 
1949 69.42% 79.26% 
1952 70.34% 80.50% 
Difference NE 0.92% 1.24% 


Comparing this 92% of the U.L.C.A. increase in communicants 
with that of the Midwest’s 1.24%, we see that this synod is .32% 
ahead in this respect, or in other words, where the parent church 


took an average of about three steps ahead, the Midwest Synod 
made four. ; 


Among the .ruits of evangelism in our synod must not be over- 
looked its standing as to the financial obligations to the U.L.C.A. 
Whereas the average for all synods for 1953 is 96.46%, Midwest paid 
out 100.05%. Compared with our sister synods on this same terri- 
tory, Kansas paid 96.75% and Nebraska 86.86%. 


Another comparison should help us to demonstra 
effectiveness of Midwest Synod evangelism. Here is 2 
pilation within the limits of the above mentioned four-year period 
showing the relative position in the matter of communicant mem- 
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1949 1952 


Kansas Synod 58.28% 62.64% 
Nebraska Synod 8.7% 67.51% 
ULCA — 70.34% 
MIDWEST SYNOD 78.43% 80.50% 


In August 1952, the President of the U.L.C.A, Dr. Fry, pub 
lished in his section of the Pastor’s Desk Book a number of statisti- 
cal tables in explanation of what makes the U.L.C.A. grow. He ask- 
ed, “Which synods are the balloons that lift us up? And, 

synods are the anchors that keep us back?” In a final table, 
ing the years 1947-1951, Dr. Fry arranged the then 33 synods 
cording to evangelism achievement percentage in relation to 
respective size. Midwest finds itseif in 11th position from the top 
Here is the line-up for some of the central states synods: 


18th Nebraska 
ͤ ͤ 


This should be sufficient evidence to prove that Midwest Synod 
is among the leaders in evangelistic effectiveness in the entire 
U.L.C.A., in spite of its apparent disagreements with the recom- 
mended methods as called for in the questionaire. Thanks, in no 
small measure, to the fine leadership of the Midwest's president, 
Lorin J. Wolff. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


The Board af American Missions of the U.L.C.A. following the 
instructions of the Bi-ennial convention held in Seattle, has sub- 
mitted to the Evangelism committees of all Synods survey sheets to 
be distributed to all pastors. This was done by your evangelism 
committee at the close of 1953, requesting that all pastors fill their 
report out and return them by February 1, 1954. The purpose of 
the survey was to discover the number of .organized evangelism 
committees in our Synod, the results of special emphasis with lay- 
men assisting, and finally the request for pertinent suggestions and 
criticism which might be of help to the American Board of Missions 
in forming a constructive program for our churches in the future. 


Out of all the survey sheets that were sent out, about three- 
fourths were returned. Space does not permit a detailed report of 
this survey. However, when Synod meets in April at Grand Island, 
there will be presented a special program on Evangelism at which 
time Synod will have the opportunity to examine through charts 
our growth in relationship to where special evangelism efforts have 


been made. 


Your Evangelism committee met in Omaha, Nebraska on Feb- 
ruary 12, along with the committees from the Nebraska and Kan- 
sas Synods at which time Dr. C. Franklin Koch was present repre 


— 


* 
b 
. 
—˙ 4 
| 
} 
* 


a 


4 
— 


senting the Board of Social Missions. At this meeting, reports 
of the survey were made by each of the chairman of the three 
Synods. Another meeting of the Evangelism committee of our 
Synod was held in Fremont, Nebraska during the time of the lec- 
tures series at Central Seminary. There the plans for our program 
for Synod were planned and outlined. 


e encourage all pastors of Synod to make the best possible 
use of ested materials that appear from time to time coming 
from the Board of American Missions through the “Pastor’s Desk 
Book”. In addition, we encourage the pastors of Synod to avail 
themselves of the materials available from the National Lutheran 
Council. These helps are of great assistance to pastors for the pur- 
pose of informing interested laymen on ways and means of conduct- 
ing a program of evangelism in the local congregation. The ma- 
terial could be used as teaching material in an adult Sunday School 
class for a month or more. Out of this experience could possibly 
grow an interested nucleus for organized lay evangelism. 


May we as pastors and lay leaders, never lose sight of the re- 
sponsibility of being effective evangelists of the message of hope. 


Its effectiveness and growth is in proportion to our dedication of 


voice and hands. May we continue to be the instruments of God 


that bring forth many more voices who shall proclaim with loud ac- 
claim that Jesus Christ is Saviour. 


Respectfully submitted, 
MARTIN G. SCHROEDER, Chairman 


The Committee on Stewardship presented its report. 
Mr. William Horst spoke on the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement. 


Pastor Grant Van Boening presented a series of charts pictur- 
ing the division of Apportioned Benevolence. 


Mr. Howard Peterson spoke briefly on proportionate giving. 


STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 


The Stewardship Committee and all who participated in the 
program during 1952 met April 12, 1953 in Lincoln to evaluate the 


1952 program, and to discuss new methods for 1953. Tentative 
plans for the fall were discussed. | 


The Committee met again in Columbus on July 7, 1953 to com- 
plete plans for the year. The Committee planned emphasis on three 
items for the fall work: (1) The Spiritual Responsibility of the 
Church Council, (2) Establish a working Stewardship Committec 
where none exists and (3) inform Councils on the increased Pension 


Plan . The film showing of “Martin Luther” 
— 2 1 ther” in this area was to be 


A meeting of Pastors and Laymen was conducted in Lincoln on 
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Sunday, ber 13“ 1953 to actuate the program set up by the 
Committee in which 80 Pastors and Laymen attended. We are 
' grateful for their wonderful assistance given and the results are 
reflected in the fine final showing of our improved giving and in- 


A questionnaire was sent to all active pastors asking them to 
help evaluate a portion of our program. Forty-seven replies are 


1. Seventeen church councils have regular study periods, twen- 
ty-eight do not. Ten plan to start such a program, three do 
not. | 


2. Tweaty-fear congregations reported a Stewardship commit- 
tee, seventeen reported none. Five plan to organize one, 
three do not. 

Twenty-six congregations have an Every Member Vistation, 
seven do not. 
Seven are planning an EMV this year, seven are not. 


3. Thirty-seven pastors reported using materials from the Ste- 
wardship office, one said “no”. 


4. Twenty-seven congregations use part or all of the loose of- 
ferings for benevolence, sixteen do not. 


5. Twenty-one congregations have benevolence on the budget, 
steer two do not. 


6. Twenty-five congregations send out financial reports regu- 
_ larly, twenty-two do not. 


7. Twenty-six congregations remit benevolence to the — 
treasurer monthly, sixteen do not. 


8. Twenty congregations reported participation in the Family 
Protection Plan, twenty-one said they did not participate. 


9. Thirty-three congregations reported paying 8% of pastor’s 
salary for the pension plan; eight reported they do not pay 
the 8%. Five said the plan was proposed to the congrega- 
tion. Two reasons given, why the 8% was not adopted were: 
“Do not know.” “One man’s feeling the pension discrimin- 
ates against lower salaried pastors.” 


The Committee appreciated too the assistance given by Chet 
Myrom of the Stewardship office and by Dr. Cline of the Pension 
Board. 
The Committee met in Columbus February 8, 1954 to evaluate 
the total program of 1953 and to begin plans immediately for 1954. 
The report to Synod was discussed as well. : 
included in the following report to that questionnaire: 2 
it 


| TABLE OF APPORTIONMENT GIVING FOR PAST EIGHT YEARS 


— — 

1946 $ 45,016 $ 28,511 50% $30,516 $16,029 52% $ 87,473 
1947 $ 51,502 $ 40,029 77% $30,302 $24,300 80% $117,487 
1948 $ 57,896 $ 59,637 100% $34,819 $36,000 103% $133,249 
1949 $ 65,725 $59,187 90% $37,650 $32,521 90% $121,272 
1950 $ 96,304 $ 72,837 76% $61,754 $41,000 66% $189,506 
1951 $103,538 $ 81,891 79% $66,063 $50,208 76% $161,484 
1952 $113,646 $96,549 85% $64,046 $55,740 87% $160,353 
1953 $120,968 $115,224 96% $65,718 $65,750 100.05% $164,118 


Our congregations gave $18,675 more for apportionment ‘in 1953 
than in 1952. That increase is remarkable in view of reduced in- 
comes for many members of our congregations. The increase Alone 
is more than our Synod gave for all apportioned benevolence in’ 1943. 


It is more than the apportioned benevolence which we gave to the 
ULCA in 1946. 


Here’s a quick run-down on the percentage of giving per congre- 


MORE THAN 100% 
16 Congregations 


Platte Center 139.00% 
Fontanelle 127.00% 
Lincoln, United 122.00% 
Stillwater 117.00% 
Lanham 108.00% 
Sterling 108.00% 
Columbus, Trinity 104.00% 


100% APPORTIONMENT 


14 Congregations 
Bloomfield 100% 
Creston 100% 
Diller, St. Paul’s 100% 


Glenvil 


Hastings, First St. Paul's 
Hastings, Immanuel 


: gation. Based on the goals for each congregation adopted by Synod. 


, Zion 
— 
101.00% 
Columbus, St. John’s __100.80% 
Lincoln, Zion 100.80% 
Ellis 100.50 %% 
Wakeeney . 100.10% 
Russell, Trinity 100.01 % 
W 100.01 
Hoisington . — 100 
Hooper, St. Paul's 100% 
Lodgepole — 100 
Russell, St. John's (81 

short) 100% 
Scribner 100% 
Ridgley 100 
Westboro 100 
Wisner 100% 
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BETWEEN 75% and 100% 
12 Congregations 
*Louisville 97% 
4 — 927 
Lipscomb J — 927 
Gothenburg — 907 
Auburn 88% 
Norfolk 88% 
Northboro — 857 
Grand Island 84% 
79% 
Pierce 2767 
Oklahoma City __ 75% 


BETWEEN 50% and 75% 


12 Congregations 
Pender, St. Mark’s 71% 
Pilger 1459 717 
Hildreth 70% 
Niobrara — 69 
Diller, Zion 63% 
Leigh 1 63% 
Blue Hill — 617 
— 
Falls City - 57% 
Linn 56% 
Ohiowa (Town) — — 
Stanton 4 51% 


11 Congregations 
Lincoln, Frieden’s 49% 
Yutan — 48% 
Bennington 407 
Johnson — 407 
Madison 42 
Silver Cliff 
Syracuse 41% 
Pleasant Valley 40% 
33% 
Chappell 317 

BELOW 30% 

8 Congregations 
Sutton . 28% 
26 
Gretna 247 
Hastings So. St. Pauls 13% 
Home, Kansas — 12 
Darrouett 8% 
Pender, St. Peters 47 
Ohiowa, (Rural) — 2% 


*Due to a misunderstanding, this congregation remitted money for 
specials which it thought would be credited to apportionment. 


If this had not happened it would have been in the 100% bracket. 


Recommendations to Synod: 


(1) Whereas, the Synodical Treasurer knows the condition of the 


treasury at all times, and, 


Whereas, he is in constant contact with the congregations of 


Synod, 


We recommend that the Synodical Treasurer be an 


advisory member of the Stewardship Committee. 


(2) That, whereas, we believe that our congregations have 
grown sufficiently in the matter of giving to benevolent 


We recommend that the practice of 


congregations for general benevolence be discon- 
tinued and that starting with 1956 we go on the 


Grace system of giving. 


(3) We recommend the following goals for 1955: 


q 
causes, 
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APPORTIONMENT GOALS FOR 1955 


Ames $ 374.00 
Auburn 2068.00 
Bloomfield 4521.00 
Lindy 396.00 
Blue Hill 2233.00 
Chappell 506.00 
Columbus, Trinity (t) — 6105.00 
Columbus, St. John (r) 2398.00 
Creston — 1716.00 
Darrouzett 847.00 
Diller (r) 770.00 
Diller (t) 1925.00 
Ellis, Kansas 3311.00 
Emerson 2464.00 
Falls City, St. Peter's 1001.00 
Fontanelle 1826.00 
Glenvil 913.00 
Gothenburg 1408.00 
Grand Island 6270.00 
Great Bend, Kansas 957.00 
Gretna 2497.00 
Hanover, Kans. Zion 2519.00 
Silver Cliff, Kans... 319.00 
Hasting’s Ist St. Paul's 8228.00 
Hasting’s So. St. Paul’s 1144.00 
Hastings, Immanuel 858.00 
Hildreth 3278.00 
Hoisington, Kanns 1375.00 
Home, Kans. 1331.00 
Hooper, Zion 2442.00 
Hooper, St. Paul .. 3190.00 
Johnson 2189.00 
Lanham 1221.00 
1342.00 
Lincoln, Friedens 6039.00 
Lincoln, Havelockxxk 2299.00 
Lincoln, Zion 1309.00 


Linn, Kans. 


Lipscomb, Texas 


Lodgepole 
Louisville 
Madison 


Niobrara 


Northboro 


— 
Oklahoma City 


Pender (t) 


Pender (r) St. Peter * 


Pierce 


Platte Center 
Pleasant Valley 


Russell, Kans. ((t) 


Russell, Kans. (r) 3 


Schuyler 


Uehling 
Wakeeney 


Wayne 
Westboro, xo 


Winside 


Wisner 


Respectfully submitted, 
ELMER B. SASSE, Secretary, 
Stewardship Committee 


The tellers reported. There 


s second ballot was ordered. 


The tellers 


America Convention. 


A further ballot was ordered. 


being no election for President, 


Messrs. Carl G 
Howard Peterson having received the — — * 


elared elected lay delegates to the United Lutheran Church in 


od 
a 
ia 1001.00 
i 935.00 
616.00 
— 
2970.00 
1056.00 
1606.00 
931.00 
3641.00 
| 1419.00 
3520.00 
1639.00 
1430.00 
11 1969.00 
im 902.00 
462.00 
in 1144.00 
1760.00 
Scribner 1628.00 
Ridgley 1661.00 
| Stanton 550.00 
Sterling 1012.00 
Stillwater, Okla. 1133.00 
: Sutton 858.00 
| Syracuse 330.00 
| . Tea, So. Dak. 1386.00 
782.00 
| 1782.00 
2860.00 
| ö 2002.00 
| 1815.00 
| 4015. 00 
— 92 — 


The motion prevailed to extend the time until completion of 
the report of the Stewardship Committee. 


The tellers reported. There being insufficient votes necessary 
for election of a President, a further ballot was ordered. 


Recommendation Number 1 of the Stewardship Committee was 
adopted. * 

Recommendation Number 2 was adopted. 

Recommendation Number 3 was adopted. 


The tellers reported. There was no election for lay delegates 
to the United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


The session was adjourned and closed with 
Hem Chantel prayer by the Con- 
SIXTH SESSION 
Thursday Morning, April 29, 1954 


Devotions were conducted by the Convention Chaplain, Pastor 
Norman Schroeder, using “Dedication” as the theme of his sermon. 


The minutes of the Fourth Session were approved as read. 


The tellers reported on the election of President. There was 
no election. 


A ballot was ordered for electing lay delegates to the United 
Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


The Committee on Resolutions reported: 
THE REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


Your committee recommends the following resolutions: 


No. 1. It is with extreme regret that we of the Synod 
the decision of our President to relinquish his 


our esteemed leader and to accept a post with the Board 
of Foreign Missions. He has endeared himself 
hearts of pastors and lay members of Synod 
loyalty to the cause of Christ and his elfish 
to the task of President. We express in this 

tion our great thankfulness to him for his untiring ef- 


forts. 
We have enjoyed his graciouness in presiding 22 
the 


Meetings, the fairness of his judgment in the chair, 
the clearness of his decisions; the deference to 
speakers and the kindly way in which he has ruled. 
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No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


We also want to pledge to him our continued interest 
and our prayer that the Lord may bless and keep him 
in the work of the Mission in Liberia, and we will fol- 
low with eager interest his work on the frontier of the 
Church in Africa. 


2. That we express our appreciation: 


(a) To the Executive Board of the United Lutheran 
Church for the presence of Dr. F. C. Fry as the offi- 
cial representative to our Synod, and, 

(b) To Dr. Fry, a special word of appreciation for the 
excellent presentation of the cause of the church and his 
counsel and help in this important convention of our 
Synod. 


3. That Synod express its appreciation to Messiah Lutheran 


Congregation for its hospitality shown at this Conven- 
tion. 


4. That we express our heartfelt thanks to the Messiah 


choir and to the choirs of St. Paul’s English and First 
St. Paul’s, Hastings, for their assistance in the worship 
services of the Convention. 


5. That we thank the ladies of Messiah Church for the 


splendid meals and for the informal coffees which they 
had for us. c 


6. That Synod show its gratitude to the custodian of the 


church and present him with a gift of $10.00 for the 
services he has rendered. 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. C. BAUGHMAN 
LOUIS H. DE FREESE 
FREDERICK FREYTAG 
VICTOR MOELLER 
KENNETH SCHMID 
FRED S. WALTER 


The motion prevailed to act on the resolutions seriatim. 


Recommendation Number 1 was moved and seconded. Dr. 
A. B. J. Lentz spoke words of deepest appreciation in behalf of 


Synod, picturing for Convention certain outstanding events during 


President Wolff's 20 years since ordination. (President and Mrs 
Wolff were asked to sit together in a front pew during this recog- 
nition service.) A purse was presented to President and Mrs. L. J. 


— President Wolff responded with gracious words of apprecia- 
on. 


Recommendation Number 1 was adopted. 
Recommendation Number 2 was adopted. 


Recommendations Numbers 3, 4, 5 and 6 were also adopted. 
The Committee on Music and Worship presented its report. 
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THE MUSIC AND WORSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 


The Music and Worship Committee wishes to call attention to 
the importance of music in the life of a worshipper. In order to in- 
crease the vitality of that music, the following suggestions are 
made. 


1. The Church Council should accept responsibility of good 
music by subsidizing the hiring of good music directors, if 
necessary; by providing for funds for music in the budget; 
and by subsidizing music instruction for organists and grant- 
ing permission to us the church instrument. 


2. For the purpose of broadening and enriching Sunday wor- 
ship, the committee recommends that one new hymn a 
month be introduced. It may be introduced at a formal ser- 
vice by announcing that it is a new hymn. It should be used 
in all organization meetings during the month, in order to 
increase familiarity. 


3. The committee wishes to call attention to recommended special 
music for choir anthems and organ selections in the ULCA 


Year Book, pages 34-37. 


4. In order to break the monotony of traditional and outworn 
wedding and funeral music, we call your attention to the fine 
sacred hymns of the Church found in our Common Service 

* Book under the classification of home, family, death, and 

~ resurrection. We encourage a departure from the semi- 
secular and Gospel type of music not of fine musical herit- 
age. We feel that any hymn which is not specifically Christ- 
ian or in harmony with the Lutheran Church is out of place 
in any service of the church. For example, such hymns as 
“Going Down the Valley,” “Beautiful Isle,” and “Beyond 
the Sunset” have no element of Christian hope. 


5. So that the spirit of the Church might penetrate phases of 
human activities other than Sabbath Day worship, we zug 
gest services with Scripture, prayers, and music at such 
special occasions as wedding anniversaries, family reunions, 
dedication of a new home, opening of a new business, and 


Rogate Sunday. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Yovr committee, 
RICHARD JOBMAN 
MARTIN G. SCHROEDER 
EDNA GROTHEN 
HELEN MOESSNER 


The tellers reported. Mr. William Suhr having received the 
necesary number of votes was declared elected lay delegate to the 
United Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


Another ballot was ordered. 
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The Committee on Circulation of THE LUTHERAN reported. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE LUTHERAN 


. Your committee reports the following subscriptions received 
. from congregations as a result of “THE LUTHERAN Synodical 
| Plan” through the months of December 1953, January 1954, and 
| February 1954. 
| . * Denotes 100% coverage. 
. Northern Conference 1954 1953 
Bennington — 19 22 
Bloomfield 75 45 
Columbus 120* 115* (St. John) 
Columbus — 30 23 (Trinity) 
Creston 2 P 0 11 
Emerson 15 
30 16 
. 33 32 (St. Paul) 
24 24 (Zion) 
Leigh 2 13 22 
Niobrara — 18 2 
19. 19 
Papillion . 31 25 
Pilger 20 
23 50 
Seribner 69 * 70° 
Uehling 11 10 
Wayne ‘i 42 39 
Pender 30 
43° 45° 
Ridgeley 22 0 
Winside 30 0 
Total 880 644 
Central Conference 1954 1953 
14 14 
Chappell _ 96° 25° 
Diller 13 28 
* Gothenburg 22 28 
| Hastings 124 130° (St. Paul.) 
Hastings 12(Immanue!) 
Louisville | 21 
Lodge Pole 88 33 
19 0 
Sterling 9 21 
13 10 7 
12 11 
Northboro, Ia 15 15 
Total — 224 416 


— 98 
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The Committee on Circulation of THE LUTHERAN reported. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE LUTHERAN 
Your committee reports the following subscriptions received 


from congregations as a result of “THE LUTHERAN Synodical 
Plan” through the months of December 1953, January 1954, and 


February 1954. 
* Denotes 100% coverage. 

Northern Conference 1954 
75 
Columbus 120* 
Columbus 30 
Creston 0 
Emerson * 23 
Fontanelle 20 
33 
24 
13 
Niobrara — 
19 
Papillion 31 
Pilger — 
Pender 23 
Scribner 
Uehling 
Wayne 42 
Pender 
Platte Center 43° 
Ridgeley 
Winside 

Total — 
Central Conference 1954 
Chappell — 26° 
Diller 
22 
Grand Island — & 
Hildreth 
124% 
Hastings 
Louisville 
Lodge Pole — 88 
Ohiowa . 19 
Sterling . 19 
Sutton — 12 
Glenvile 
15 

424 


* (St. John) 


— 


SSare 
1 


24 (Zion) 


j 
22 * 
11 
19 + 
25 
20 
50 
70° 
10 
39 
30 
45° 
0 
644 
1953 
14 ; 
25° 
28 . 
28 
42 
26 
130°(St. Paul.) 
12 Immanuel) 
2) 
33 
21 
10 
11 
15 
416 


— 
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Kansas Conference 1954 1953 


Diller | 13 
Darrouzett, Texas —............... 26* 26* 
Hoisington 25 
0 
Oklahoma City 59 44 
.. 145 146 
Stillwater 20 10 
Wakeeney 26 


Respectfully submitted, 
NORMAN E. SCHROEDER 


The tellers reported that there was no election for lay dele- 
gates to the United Lutheran Church in America Convention. An- 
other ballot was ordered. 


The motion prevailed that if there is no election, the succeeding 
ballot be limited to the two receiving the most votes. 


The following resolution was moved by the Merger Committee, 
seconded, and carried: 


Authorization of Secretary of Synod to send out 
Notices of Completed Action on Merger to Pastors and 
Congregations 


Resolved that the Secretary of the Synod be author- 
ized and instructed to send the following notice to all 
members of this Synod, both ordained ministers and con- 
gregations, to inform them of the completed actions of the 
three merging synods regarding the formation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States: 


By authorization of the Evangelical Lutheran od 
in the Midwest of the United Lutheran Church in R — — 
at its Sixty-Fifth Convention held at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Grand Island, Nebraska, on April 26-29, 1954, and 
as its duly elected Secretary, I hereby give notice that 


(1) The Evangelieal Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas and ro a 


states, and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska 
have adopted identical constitutions aa have re- 


solved to merge into the Evan theran Synod 
in the Central States, and — 


1 
Total — va 
GRAND TOTAL 18468 18594 
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(2) The organizing convention of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Synod in the Central States will be held at St. 
Mark’s Eyangelical Lutheran Church, Kansas City, 
Missouri, on June 8-9, 1954. All ordained ministers 
and elected delegates of congregations of The Mid- 
west Synod will be expected to be in attendance. 
Delegates of congregations to the 1954 convention 
of The Midwest Synod will continue to serve in that 
capacity at the organizing convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States ex- 
cept as a congregation, ollowing its own procedures, 
chooses a substitute. 


The Merger Committee moved the following resolution: 
Thankoffering on June 13, 1953. 


- Resolved that, if the proposed merger of synods is con- 
summated the Midwest Synod call upon all its pastors and 
congregations for a liberal thankoffering on June 13, 1954, 
the first Lord’s Day after the formation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Central States, in order to supply 
the needed funds to launch the life of the new synod ef- 


fectively. 
The resolution was seconded and adopted. 
A ballot for the election of President was ordered. 


The tellers reported that there was no election for lay dele- 
gate to the United Lutheran Church in America Convention. An- 


other ballot was ordered. 
Dr. F. C. Fry spoke to the Convention with words of commenda- 
tion and appreciation. 


The Committee on Publications presented its report orally. 


The tellers reported. Mr. H. Langholz having received the 
necessary votes was declared elected lay delegate to the United 
Lutheran Church in America Convention. 


The tellers reported. Pastor Martin Schroeder, Sr. having re- 
ceived the necessary votes was declared elected President of The 
Midwest Synod. 

The Report on Town and Country Church Institute presented 
its report. 


REPORT OF THE NEBRASKA TOWN AND COUNTRY 
CHURCH CONFERENCE 


The annual conference of the Nebraska Town and Country 
Church met at the University of Nebraska College of Agriculture 


a 
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campus in Lincoln, Nebraska, January 13 and 14, 1954. The theme 
of the conference was “The Rural Church in the Changing Com- 
munity.” 


Rev. Herbert E. Stotts, president of Iliff School of Theology, 
Denver, Colorado, and Rev. Leonard Ludwig, professor at Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Columbus, Ohio, were the principal speakers. 


The attendance was down a little from 1953, but still it was 
very good considering that we had bad weather with bad driving 
conditions. The total attendance was 179. The breakdown was: 


Lutheran 122 Congregational — 
Presbyterian 21 E. United Brethren 2 
Christian 


The committee attempted to bring two things to the conference. 


1. A program of study of the Rural Church problems with as- 
sistance for solving these problems. 


2. To present some of the newer things in agriculture re- 
search and development. 


3. Attention should be called to the publication of a new wor- 
ship service for Rural Life Sunday (Fifth Sunday after East 
er) by the National Lutheran Council Commission of Ameri- 
can Missions. Copies are available from their Chicago of- 
fice, 327 South LaSalle Street. 


The Commission will meet the 29th of April, to elect officers 
and start the plans for the 1955 conference. 


Respectfully submitted, 
FREDERICK C. NOLTE 


The tellers reported. Pastor E. C. Hansen having received the 


necessary votes was declared elected Statistician, Archivist and 
Necrologist of the Midwest Synod. 


The Committee on the President’s Report presen ted its report. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your Committee having studied the President’ Report recom- 
mends its inspirational content and recommends cnt we consider 
his zeal for mission and stewardship a special heritage of the first 
full-time President of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Mid- 
west bequeathed to all our Pastors and Congregations. 


vour Committee also recommends that the President be given 
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arising vote of thanks and appreciation for his faithful service to 


Christ and His Church. 
Respectfully submitted, 


K. F. HERING 

P. C. KUEHNER 
A. E. BREI 

A. H. KISLING 

E. J. AMEND 

G. VAN BOENING 


The recommendations were adopted. 


The Committee on Letters and Communications presented its 


COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 


Letters and communications have been received in which greet- 
ings and best wishes were extended to the Sixty-Fifth Synodical 
Convention of the Synod in the Midwest of the United Lutheran 


Church in America, from the following: 


Missionary Levon Spath 

Missionary Wallace J. Wolff 

Missionary Otto Spehr 

Missionary Paul Hansen 

The Georgia-Alabama Synod of United Lutheran 


Church in America 
The Kentucky-Tennessee Synod in session 


Communications have been sent to: 
Nebraska Conference of Augustana Lutheran 


Church 
The Georgia-Alabama Synod of The United Luth- 


eran Church in America, and 

The Kentucky-Tennessee Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. W. HUNEKE 
F. J. WOLFF 
ARTHUR FEYE 
C. G. STANGE 
F. W. LAU 


The Committee on Excuses and Leave of Absence presented its 
report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES AND LEAVE 
OF ABSENCE 


Your committee on Excuses and Leave of Absence make the 
following recommendations: 


No. 1. That the following Pastors be excused from all sessions: 
Otto Bergfelder, H. Lenser, E. Heuser, J. Schrader, 
V. Pietzko, Fred W. Henkel, E. Moede, J. 0. 
— 100 — 
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Krueger, P. Rowoldt, Sr., M. Koolen, G. Wiencke, 
H. B. Pearson, P. Bieger, C. G. Wagner, F. Rabe, 
Wm. Harder, E. Walter, K. Klinger, J. M. Holz- 
berger, W. O. Zahlis, E. Wendt, C. Rautenstrauss, 
K. Vordemann, F. Loeffler, W. Wolff, P. O. Spehr, 
Jr.. L. Spath, Paul Hansen, Edwin P. Bastian, 
Louis L’heureux. 


No. 2. That the following pastors be excused from one or more 
sessions: 
Henry Trawney, F. Nolte, Sr., F. Nolte, Jr., Arthur 
W. Huneke, G. F. Duhrkop, P. O. Anderson 
Further that Lay Delegate John Rengstorf also be 
excused from one or more sessions. 


No. 3. That the following Pastor will not be excused: 


F. Kern 
Respectfully submitted, 
F. OLLENDORF 
C. H. GOEDE 
F. VON SEGGERN 


The recommendations were adopted as a whole. 


The Special Report of the Business Manager of “THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN” was presented. 


SPECIAL REPORT OF THE BUSINESS MANAGER OF 
“THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN” 


The Business Manager and the Editor have made a study of 
the matters referred to us in the First Session. We were asked to 
determine, according to postal regulations, if THE MIDWEST 
LUTHERAN could be supported entirely from the Synodical budget. 


_ We were advised by the Postmaster and the Superintendent of 
Mails, that, in their opinion, a 2nd-class publication such as THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN for a religious organization might be so 
supported providing the members of the congregations were ad- 


vised by their Pastors that funds from their contributions were be- 
ing used for that purpose. 


It is important to note that n 
„ o sample or promotion copies could 


On the basis of this informati 
lowi — on, we therefore submit the fol 


No. 1. That Pastors place on the mailing list of THE MID- 
WEST LUTHERAN all members of their congregations 


excepting those who ifically request their 
names be omitted. 


No. 2. That THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN be placed 
budget of the Midwest Synod in the amount of $9400.00. 
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No. 3. That every congregation be urged to contribute to the 
Synodical Treasury at the rate of 35¢ per family from 


their budgets. 
No. 4. That individual subscription prices be increased to .50c 
per year. 
No. 5. That THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN be published in 
digest size, 6” by 9”. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. F. V. CHURCHILL 


The motion prevailed to consider the recommendations seriatim. 
Recommendation Number 1 was adopted. 

Recommendation Number 2 was adopted. 

Recommendation Number 3 was adopted. 

Recommendation Number 4 was adopted. 

Recommendation Number 5 was adopted. 


The report of the Secretary For Deaconess Work was pre- 
sented. 


Sister Ruth Hobbs, Parish Deaconess at Russell, Kansas, was 
introduced and spoke briefly to the Convention. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF DEACONESS WORK 


Your Secretary presents to you a report on the work of the 
Board of Deaconess work of theU.L.C.A. in the year of 1953 and 54. 
First of all, we like to urge to you the expanded Diaconate so that 
all young women of our church know they may serve in garb or 
civilian clothes and under a cooperative or a salary plan. A leaflet 
giving the details for interested young women in our congregations 
is available. Also, the latest poster for bulletin board display and 
the leaflet, Calling For” can be had for the asking as well as all 
other material listed in the “Year Book” for general distribution. 


We are also reminding you again of an itinerary which can be 
arranged for 1954-55 for one of our workers of the Board. The 
Board pays the travel expenses and no special offerings will be 
solicited. 


Of the 113 formal requests on file for deaconess service, none 
is from parishes and agencies from our Midwest Synod. The Board 
also regrets that mone of the students now enrolled are from our 
Synod, but the Board is corresponding with a number of girls from 
our congregations and we are hopeful that some will feel the call 


Special service in the Master’s Kingdom. 
In this year of 1954, there are in the service of the ch 
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consecrated and student deaconesses. There are also other lay 
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women workers serving full time who were recruited, trained, and 
in most instances, placed by the Deaconess Board. These 243 wo- 
men are serving on the territory of 27 of the 34 Synods and in 3 of 
our Mission Fields. 


Although each year sees more young women going into full 
time service, 113 formal requests for deaconesses alone remain in 
files unanswered. 


As of January 1954, there are 39 deaconess students, 15 special 
students studying full time; and, 24 part time adult students in the 
school of Religion. The study programs within the deaconess 
schools have been unified so that all overlapping of courses is 
eliminated. All students are now receiving their basic year of 
studies in the field of religion in residence on the campus at Rux- 
ton, Maryland. 


The Philadelphia Deaconess House is developing a practical 
and specialized training program for institutional workers. We 
hope that our church institutions will give members of their staffs 
— an for accelerated courses of study and seminar 


In the summer of 1954 there will be held on the Ruxton cam 
pus, the usual summer session for those who cannot attend school 
during the winter months; such as parish workers desiring refresh- 
er courses and volunteers in the local congregations. 


In the summer of 1954 there will be held on the campus at 
Ruxton the first Student Deaconess Seminar in the history of the 


American diaconate. All student deaconesses of all Lutheran 
bodies will participate. 


Plans are being drawn for the new chapel to be erected on the 
campus of the Baltimore Deaconess House and School. Sufficient 
funds have been given so that the church will not be asked to con 
tribute towards the cost of this new edifice. 


Dedication of the new Philidelphia Motherhouse will be June 
8, in conjunction with the meeting of the Deaconess Board. 
In His service, greetings to you all, 


J. A. BAHNSEN, Secretary 


Aer representatives to the Luther League presented their re- 


REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
Conventions and Rallies 


The 26th Convention of the Synodical Luther League held 
at Fremont, at Midland College, August 17-19, 1953. 2 
of Leaguers registered was 321. At least one rally has been held 
in each of the eight (8) organized districts of the Synod. Several 
of the districts meet oftener, one at least meeting every month. 
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A large delegation of Leaguers, forty-four im mv 
present at the convention of the Luther League of —— held in 


Ohio, at Miami University. 


This year's convention will be held (this is the Synodical Con 
vention) at Midland College again. It has been tentatively schedul- 
ed for August 17-19. 


Finances and Benevolences 


There are now four funds on the books of the Treasury: Mis 
sions, Scholarship, General L.L.A. Apportionment, and General 
Expense Fund. Every check received for apportionment will be di- 
vided immediately and put into its proper fund. 


One Dollar of every $1.80 goes directly to General L.L.A. Ap 
portionment Fund, and $.80 of the same $1.80 will go the General 
Expense Fund. The Synodical Dues are $1.80 for every member a 
League wishes to have as a Synodical Member. Each league is al 
lowed one vote at the Synodical Conventions for every 10 Synodical 


Members. 


Caravaners Available 


Several outstanding leaguers have been trained to visit local 
Luther Leagues to help them improve their programs . The empha- 
sis is on improving the devotional and educational phases of League 
work. These Caravaners will be available by appointment with any 
of the Synodical officers of the league. Dean Sudman is in charge 


of arrangements. 


Member Leagues 


The following congregations have leagues which are active 
members of the Synodical League: Ames; Bloomfield; Columbus, 
(St. John’s and Trinity); Creston; Darrouzett; Diller; Ellis; Emer- 
son; Fontanelle; Gothenburg; Grand Island; Gretna; Hanover; Hast- 
ings; Hildreth; Home; Hooper (2); Lanham; Leigh; Lincoln (2); 
Lodge Pole; Louisville; Norfolk; Oklahoma City; Otoe; Papillion; 
Pender; Pierce; Pilger; Platte Center; Russell; Schuyler; Sribner 
(2); Stanton; Sterling; Uehling; Wayne; Winside; Wisner; 
Yutan; Stillwater-Perry; Niobrara; and Bennington. 


New Leagues 


At the Convention in Fremont, we accepted the Hoisington, 
Kansas Luther League and the St. Matthews Luther League of 


Pleasant Valley into our midst. 
Recording Secretary, 


J. ELLEN LARSON 


Representatives: 
PASTORS P. BIBLEHIMER 
R. RITZEN 


The Committee on Pensions presented its report. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS 


The Board of Pensions had an excellent year during 1953, both 
from the point of view of income from all funds, and the steady 
growth of membership in the Contributory Pension and the Family 
Protection Plans. 


The response to the a in the congregation contribution 
from 4% of a member’s total salary to 8% of a member’s total salary 
has been larger than was anticipated; the replies received by Dr. 
Cline, executive secretary of the U.L.C.A. Board of Pensions, repre- 
sent the ratio of 92% favorable to 8% uncertain or negative. 

The Family Protection Plan is meeting the ‘need of our pastors. 
The younger men are enthusiastic about the plan and are participa- 
ting in increasing numbers. The amount of the benefit has risen to 
the following scale: | 


Ade On Birthday Amount of 
in The Year of Death Death Benefit 
40 or under 385,000.00 
4. 000.00 
66 through 70 1. 000.00 
71 or over 500.00 


The retired and disabled pastors and widows enjoy the visit of 
pastors and laymen of the Synod. The committee would therefore, 
urge that we take time to bring some joy into the lives of thosc 
who can no longer be active in the work of the Church of Christ. 


The Midwest Synod has 63 of her pastors enrolled in the Con- 
tributory Pension Plan and 32 enrolled in the Family Protection 
Plan. While 13 names which are in the 1953 minutes are not list 
ed in either (of course, not including retired pastors). 


Remember your committee will be at your disposal to help 
explain these plans to your church councils or congregations. We 
urge every congregation to consider full participation in both plans. 


Respectfully submitted, 


PASTOR G. VAN BOENING 
MR. EMIL SUDMAN 
DR. G. E. ULBRICK 


The Representatives to the Brotherhood presented report 
of the President of the Brotherhood. Be 


REPORT OF. THE MIDWEST BROTHERHOOD 
The Midwest Brotherhood * tings 
65th Convention. greetings to Synod on its 
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The Brotherhood held it fourteenth annual Convention on Sep 
tember 25th, 1953, at St. Pauls Lutheran Church, Leigh, Nebraska, 
W. F. C. Churchill, Pastor. The roll call was answered by 29 Broth- 
erhoods reporting from a total membership of 30. The total paid 
up membership in 1953 was 733, an increase of 26 over 1952. One 
new Brotherhood, Christ Lutheran of Louisville was officially re- 
ceived as a member. 


The highlight of the convention was the address at the 6:30 
banquet attended by 345. Mr. Luther Vestergard (Paul Powers in 
pictures) brought the message and challenged the men to greater 
stewardship. 


The Brotherhood has a Lutheran Student Center Project of 
furnishing the Chapel of $2000.00. February 19, 1954 the total 
amount received to date was $1245.00, leaving a balance of $755.00 
to raise before the 1954 convention, concluding date of the project. 


At the 1953 convention the following project was also adopted, 
that the Brotherhoods unite in an effort to help provide books for 
Central Seminary Library. At our last executive committee meet- 
ing it was decided to assign the cost of one book to each Brother 
hood. 


As in the past the Brotherhood is giving its annual contribu- 
tion of $300.00 to the Nebraska Social Service for the spreading of 
God’s word in this field of service. $100.00 to the general fund of 
the Lutheran Student Center. The Treasurer reported on hand 


September 26, 1952 a balance of _§ 931.98 
Receipts for the year : . 2,232.85 

Total _ $3,164.83 
Disbursements $2,521.08 
Balance on hand September 1, 1953 _§ 643.75 


The Brotherhood of St. Johns Lutheran Church, Columbus, Ne- 
braska, will be host to the 1954 Convention. Grant VanBoening 
Pastor. 


The Brotherhood resolves to give full support and cooperation 
to the programs and activities of the Midwest Synod. 


We thank God for his many blessings and pray for increased 
interest and growth in brotherhood work. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WM. H. SUHR, 
Brotherhood President 


The Committee on Audit of the Business Manager of THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN presented its report: 
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THE REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE OF THE 
BUSINESS MANAGER OF “THE MIDWEST LUTHERAN” 


We have examined the books of the Business Manager of THE 
MIDWEST LUTHERAN and found them in order. 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. A. PHILIPPI 

JOHN KAHIS 

JURGEN H. FRANZEN 
HERMAN JOENS 
FREDERICK C. NOLTE 
R. E. SHIRCK 


The report was adopted. 
The minutes of the Fifth Session were approved. 


The motion prevailed that the Executive Board examine and 
approve the minutes of the Sixth Session. 


The following motion to adjourn was presented and adopted: 
Motion to Adjourn 


I move that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest 
do now adjourn to reassemble if and when like action is 
taken by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas and 
Adjacent States and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Nebraska, on June 8, 1954, at St. Mark’s Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church, Kansas City, Missouri, in joint session with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas and Adjacent 
States and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska for 
the purpose of merging this synod with the two afore- 


mentioned synods and so organizing the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Synod in the Central States. 


The Convention closed with the installation of the elected of- 
ficers of Synod and members of the Executive Board and the ser- 
vices of the formal closing of Synod. President Lorin J. Wolff was 
in charge. 


Clerical Delegates te the United Lutheran Church in 


Clerical Alternates 
Martin Schroeder; Sr. Harlan Brei 
Werner P. Welchert E. C. Hansen 
Martin Schroeder, Jr. T. Althof 
Paul De Freese | H. Welchert 
H. Goede L. de Freese 


C. Goldenstein P. Moessner 
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Lay Delegates Alternates 


E. Sasse P. Stromer 

C. Grothen E. Monk 

H. Peterson A. Feye 

A. Brei J. Weber 

Wm. Suhr . Von Seggern 

H. Langholz >. Brack 
CERTIFICATION 


These minutes are certified to be the true copy of the true 
Record of the Proceedings of the Sixty-fifth Annual Convention of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, convening April 26, to April 29, at 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Grand Island, Nebraska, the Rev. Mar. 


tin G. Schroeder, Pastor. 
WERNER P. WELCHERT, Secretary 
LORIN J. WOLFF, President 


Program Of Services And Speakers 


COMMUNION SERVICE: Monday Evening, April 26, 8:00. 
THE SERMON: Pastor Lorin J. Wolff, S. T. M., President of 


Synod 
The Liturgist: Pastor Werner P. Welchert, Secretary of Synod 


ORDER FOR THE OPENING OF SYNOD 
LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S RALLY: Tuesday Evening, April 27, 7:30 


The Speaker: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the ULC. A 
MEMORIAL SERVICE: Wednesday Morning, April 28, 8:30 


THE SERMON: Convention Chaplain 
The Liturgist: Pastor E. C. Hansen, S. T. D. 


IN MEMORY OF 


Mrs. Emma Louise Schrader, died October 20, 1953 
Pastor Martin A. Ritzen, died November 30, 1953 
Mrs. T. Schmunk, died January 5, 1954 


EVANGELISM PRESENTATION: Wednesday Evening, April 28, 
7:30 


ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY: Thursday Morning, April 29, 8:30 
Pastor Herman Jones 25th Anniversary 
Convention Chaplain: Pastor Norman Schroeder 
Convention Organist: Pastor Martin G. Schroeder 
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(1) 100.000 or over 
(2) 25.000 to 99,999 
(3) 10,000 to 24,909 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
Midwest Synod Parochial Report For The Year Ending December 31, 1953 


iepulation : 

14) 2.500 to 
15) 500 te 2.408 
(6) Under 500 
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ADDRESS 
PASTORAL i 
CHARGE CONGREGATION GEROGRAPHICAL LOCATION 
(City or Town) 
2 
Synodical Congregations 
Comm. Evan. 
1 | Ames, Lath. Resur. .. | Ames, — 
2 | Reunineton, Nebraska St. Jonn 1898 | Bennington, Nebraska’ 
3 | Bloomfield, Nebraska St. Mark 1906 | Bloomfield, Nebraska 
4 | Bloomfield, Nebraska Good 1942 | Lindy, Nebr. 15 N.W. Bloomfield .. 
5 | Columbus, Nebraska ...| St. John 1881 | 10 N. E. of Columbus, Nebraska 
6 | Columbus, Nebraska .../| Trinity -...-- 1928 | 2207, 11th St., Columbus, Nebr. 
7 | Creston, Nebraska  _.... St. Netter 1891 | Creston, Nebraska 
8 | Emerson, Nebraska ..../| St. 1886 | Emerson, Nebraska ... — 
9 | Fontanelle, Nebraska alem 1860 | Fontanelle, Nebraska . — 
10 | Gretna, Nebraska ..... Resurrection 1911 | Gretna. Nebraska — 
11 Hooper, Nebraska a 1 1870 | 54 N.W. of Hooper, Nebraska 
12 | Hooper, Nebraska | 1890 | Hooper, Nebraska ----- 
13 Leigh, Nebraska 1881 6 S.W. of Leigh, Nebraska .......- 
14 | Madison, Nebraska Immanuel | 1901 | Madison, ----- 
15 | Niobrara, Nebraska Niobrara E. ‘Lath | 1948 | Niobrara. Nebra 
16 | Norfolk, Nebraska St. John -.....- |} 1902 | 2nd 4 Philip Ave. Norfolk, Nebr. 
17 | Papillion, Nebraska ...| Trinity -....-- | 1908 | Papillion, Nebraska 
18 | Pierce Nebraska Lutheran 1903 Pierce, Nebraska ----- 
19 | Pilger. Nebraska 1907 | Pilger, 
*20 | Pleasant Valley, Nebr. 2 Matthew 1801 (N.. of Webster, Nebraska ...... 
21 Pender, Nebraska | 7888 44 W. of Pender, Nebraska ........ 
22 Scribner, Nebraska St. John 1901 | 9 N.E. of Seribner, Nebraska 
23 | Scribner, Nebr. Ridgeley | 187416 S.W. of Seribner, Nebraska 
*24 Stanton. Nebraska 1903 | Stanton, Nebraska 
25 | Schuyler, Nebraska -.. 1891 | Schuyler, Nebra 
26 | Tea. South Dakota ..../Trinity -..... 1889 | Tea, South, Dakota wo 
27 Uehling, Nebraska St. Faul 1890! Uehling, Nebra 
28 | Wayne, Nebraska Redeemer 1880 Sth 4 Lincoln St., Wayne, Nebr 
20 Wiener, Nebraska 
30 Wins ide, Nebraska -.... | 1901 | Winside, Nebraska 
31 Yutan, Nebraska St. John 1901 | Yutan, Nebraska 
To Congregations 31 
1952 Totals ~~... t= 31 
Increase 


Decrease 
No Report for 1953 


Dedge ....| 6] Roy B. 7111 Tail 401 400 | 

Douglas ~-| $+ Robert B. Shirek AM E 736; 23 sos | 13 | | 91 
Knox S| H. G. Knaub ....... E 7 8 
Knox | Modris K. Gulbis -.. | | 206 120 4 
Platte 6. Van E 241 216% 16 
latte | 4 R. Geldenstein _.. MS 33 i sei... 
n roeder an 388 18 234 ... 27 
Washington Hite C. Daughman 2 «66 214 | +4 3635 
Marpy — 18 G. J. Herder *. 
Dodge Hugo H. F. Weichert 448 | 2111 
Doge G. H. Moessner AM S77: 2 | 
Platte we we We Churchill . 195 | 1 2 122 | 
Madison R. I. Jobman -..... 1114 
Knox Modris K. Gulbis E 1967) SBi..| 126] +t 18 
R. I. Jobman 473) 32)..} 352) 
Sarpy _._.| 5| Werner b. Weichert ssai 2}_.| 
Pierce =| J. Diekhoftf E 245}. 24] 1641)... 118! 180) 4 14 | 
Stanton — | S| Sacant 352) 16 — 227 3 | Shes 
| Dodge E 168 | 20 
Victor Moeller 296 5 4 216 1 28121 
Dedee _...|R| Herman Bi} 271 3) 22 
Stanton — | Bl gril i..| 
Colfax hate Roy R. Wingate — 280 | | 170) 41) | 10 4 25 
Lincoln . G. Kuehner 315) J. 28 
ive 2 Hugo H. F. Weichert E Ts Pe 61 | 27 
| Wayne | 4) & K. de Freese B Seo} 28 
Cuming s Baw. J. Amend Tu. D E 271 = 180 | 2 
Wayne | 6; M. X. E 209 | 236 30 

| Sa Kart Kenias E 593 5 404 | 

11198 | 685 | 24 | Tea? 

10637 |... | .. | 7681 

501 12 


i MEMBERSHIP 
| CONFIRMED | COMMUNING 
| 11 Gain — 
COUNTY An of Dee. 3h, 1983 | | 1 i 
i 
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2 
* 
3 
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NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
Midwest Synod Parochial Reports For The Year Ending December 31, 1953 


| 
Gain Gala 
1 or Lows _or Less 
PASTORAL 
CONGREGATION PASTOR | 
(City or Town) GHROGRAPHICAL LOCATION COUNTY As ot December 31. * * 
8 
— Non-Synodical Congrs. | = <2 | | 4 
—— ——ũ—M * — — — = — * 
1 | Pender, Nebraska — [St. Mark 19010 Pender, Nebraska Thurston Walter R. Rowoldt .. |B} 29) 
2 | Futte Center, Nebr. -.| Zion — 7} N.E. of Platte Center, Nebr. Piette — * — | — 4 
1953 | Totals: Syn. and Non-Syn. Congrs. Northern Conference 
| — | 585 | 2 32? | | 
hes 12188 585 vA 
1952 — ----] — 11 


| 
Gain 
o Less 
72 * 3 — 
510 iv | 1 
21 — 19 
502 21 | 1968 
6252 62 | 154) 
392 189 
66.4 —1 
wh 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE 
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GROUP ORGANIZATIONS FINANCIAL 
t Men Women's Mixed | \'g Peo.) VALUATION OF CHURCH PROPEKTY Congregational Expenses CONGREGATIONAL BENEVOLENCE 
UNAPPORTIONED APPORTIONEL 
2 
4 E = — 2 = — 4 w= — = — 2 
1 
110 3 92 “5 735 | 1 34 13500 | 1500 21000 8737 1878 10390 | 75 213 ose | 3396 1972 | 2233 12566 
3 136 3/ 1{ 52 24000 8500 5000 55000 92500 17430 | 22 403% 283; 50 — 1651 230 1654 4305| 4305 5550 1727 
1680001 1 280861 3344 3840 114 191 150] 1| 747| 6596 73 
51 11 30 1 4 1 26| 1 39] 28000 12000 — | 2000 42000 7522 3481 11003 30 100 13 53 25 706 | 2205 2221] 2927| 13930 | ____- 
6 i 33 | 2 112 1 2 44! 30000 1000020000 600000 10155 123 10276 319 | 10| 1484] 4431[ 4616| 16378) 472 
71 11 16) 21 491 11 15] 11 161 25000} 10000} ____- 35000 | 4881 380] 4561 134| 2871 46 1784 17864 2298! 7280 
2 35 8000 00000 | ----- 86000 8238 2354 | 10892 223 106 — 483 16! 827! 2877} 2906) 14325) 1341 
9) 1) 28 2 | 651 1 12 | 1 | 22 60000; 6500001 12600 7 ere 5584 7514 | 13008 | 125 | 170 | — 32 Be | 157 1627 | 2068 | 2825 | 15023 | 1052 
1 neee 100000 | 10700 6809 | 10562 . 2 1 276: 84 837 1 
10 | -- | --- 2 — 15000 5000 2500 2000 2600001 7378 1846 9224 25 100 24 S 456 1444 [ 3180 [3180 4804] 13818 560 
12 21 31 80) |---|} 21 21 880021800 3312 583121 6612 5041] 2846| 8487 10 1354] 461] 27 2| 273] 2415| 30% 11584] 792 
1] 24 2221 18} 30000; 12000 | } 42000 4048 | 9142/ 13190/--| 207] 25) 272) 2302} 827| 1099{ 14289 | 
171 11 12 1 10000 { 1590 613 | 2203 17 pet 1230 473) 2676) 
16 21 * 1133 10200 450 2625) 25 31/---| 119 10] 188 861] 602 787 3412) 240 
16 | 1 22 11 82 i 18 20000 | 250001 60964) S097) 11061) 48 3390 13 447 247 2141 78 
+: 1 261 18000 f 12000114 27500 5450011 — 6189 1661 7840 — 1128 1761 6211 32853 2586 3207 11047 
211412121 111 * 1825] 2630| 7455/ 13 250} 75 323] 1470] 1110 1433 (88833 
18141 5000 50000 | 1800 1949 | 1869 | 6818 13 | 144! 14] 313 40 5833 1722 | 1229 | 1762} 8580 439 
19 | 11 20 * | —1 | * 3400 20 441 180 200 200 2 
| ----- -----| (3400 | 27. 2 7 8 | 222 
21 | 3 — 10000 | 20000 3000 33000} 4000 1332 14398 | 18625 | 273 147 S24 42 } 3822 05 
| = | 28 16000! 65800} _... | 1000 | 22800142 4640) O447| 35/---| 232|--..| 310) 1375 | | 1885 | 11332 | 5 
221 | 1 — | --- Bh 3500 | 2 9712 214 
| 1150) 294) 14 135 10 211} 525 70 88 2209) 
28 — : 21 120) -. | “33 1 8188 | 110000 25000 7404 48300 55964 ---!| 239! 1576 | — 19027 | 2007 
ts! (1 18 22000 4000 |-----] 26000 | ----- | 10004) 17360 11 | 1723 28642 11166 118 
* 202. 29 401588 10474 
78 | 336259 | 1757 | 2530 | 252 | 10495 | 1501 | 16535 | 62922 | 48794 603 7 
167981 | 168278 | 77 | 1953 
ire | pi | . 2 
| Non-Synodical Congregations | 
FINANCIAL 
GROUP ORGANIZATIONS | NGHBGATIONAL BENEVOLENCE 
People ROPERTY Congregational Expenses CONGKEG. 
Men's Women ‘Mixed * K. VALUATION OF CHURCH P : ng — UNAPPORTIONED APPORTIONED 
2 8 : : 3 
— 
— 7 2 = 8 8 8 2 2 — 8 7 
= — on — — — — 
= E 8 45 
28600 0920 | 8600 996 139 | 1880| 5040| 3574 5454| 240974 
31 100 1] 30] 1 411 125000) 2500 | ----- { 1100} 128600 | 180 151 313 8301 1158 1471 7321 
11 | 8 9000 T 8000 | | ----- ] ------ * —.— 147 816 200 1176 1841 2193 5870 4732 6925 | 32295 
“aa 145600 | .....- 
1963; 51 5 146] 1{ 30{ 2 134000) 10500] | ----- 1190 
Northern Conference 
‘5000 | 29888 | 99012 | 1524300 | 49487 | 181922 | 179707 | 361629 1904 | 3046 | 452 | 11671 | 1455 18726 68192| 53526 | 72254 | 433883 
— | 381 823 88 1808 [1 3 330 | 31 713 713 908400 324300 5000 | 8815 | 99183 [1305698 | 34820 | 163657 | 74500 238157 5985 | 1849 | 260 | 11741 | 5556 | 25391 | 64790] 42693 68084 306241 


> 
by 


CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
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| | — | L BAPTIZED CONFIRMED COMMUNING 
7 Gain Gain Gain 
1 | 3 or Loss or Loss or Loss 
— 
2 | PASTOR 
CHARGE CONGREGATION GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION «COUNTY As of Dec. 31. 1953 E ° 8 3 2 
7 (City or Town) = | | Sol 3 
| = 1 7 7 7 
— 7. A 7. — 
— Synodical-Congrs. — | as ZA | | 
2 197 | 21 203 / ... 91 1 
1/|Blue Hill, Nebraska St. 180 | Blue Hill, Nebraska --| 8 — 12 
2| Chappell, Nebraska Grace 1941 | Chappell, Nebraska Deuel — — 12 Bi 368 11 51 
3| Diller, Nebraska 1889 | Diller, Nebraska “„ | Jefferson . — DD. 21 18111811 126 120 21 
4|Glenvil, Nebraska St. 187821 S. W. of Glenvil, Nebraska — Adams — Paik —.— 1661 4) 128 4 | — 
5 | Gothenburg, Nebraska -.| Zlon | 1876 | 6 N. of Gothenburg, Nebraska Dawson ~~! Martin G. —— 924 70 SO; ...| 570; 6 
Grand Island. Nebraska | Messiah n 1883 Tth 4 Locust St.. Grand Aland Nebr. | Hall | er. 510 368 | * 206 161 
7 Hildreth, Nebraska St. Pete 1901 | Hildreth, Neb rasa 
8| Falls City, Nebrasa St. pete 1809 | 12 NE. of Falls City, Nebraska | Richardson 4 — |S — 930 * — 9 
9 | Hastings, Nebraska | First St. Paul — 41. 5th Burlington, Hastings, Nebr...| Adams — reese .. | 81 | 181 27 110 
10 | Hastings, Nebraska | Immanuel — | 1906 W. of Hastings, Nebraska Adams — 154/ 18]... Timi 18111 
11 | Hastings, Nebraska St. Paul!!! 1904 | 506 S. New York Ave., Hastings ... | Adams nsen | 2131 #1 200 | oat. tis 
12 | Lincoln, Nebraska United — | 1940 | 60th & Fremont St., Lincoln Nebr. | Lancaster 1 C. ont 1— 122 
13 Lincoln, Nebraska a Friedens 19007 | 540 D. St., Lincoln, Nebr aka Lancaster 41 H. 211 21 — 143 11212 
14 | Louisville, Nebraska -..../| Christ 1890 | 6 RK. of Louisville, Nebraska a Cass = 5 | A. B. Lents, — 21 --- 100 83 — 13 
15 Lodge Pole, Nebraska Immanuel 1921 Lodge Pole, Nebraska ant Norman -- Bi 212 1 140 13/16 
16 | Ohiowa, Nebraska a 1882 | Ohtswa. Nebraska Fillmore  .. — —— 119817 — 1 ant at 
17) Ohiowa, Nebraska St. John 188712 S. of Ohiowa, Nebraska Fillmore artman 31 180)... 31 
18] Otoe, Nebraska — St. John | 1901 Otoe, Nebraska — — — Tub. 14 1 112 92 libs! 
19 | Sterling, Nebraska St. John 1883 2 S. of Sterling, Nebraska Johnson ..-- 126 710% 21 189 1520 
20 | Sutton, Nebraska 1894 | Sutton, Nebraska Clay Carl Roni — ai tel — * 
22 —. 2 1986 | Atchison Nolte, D. D 23 
New * 122 4312 | 357 | 138 {1 
on-Syn. Congrs. | 7797 806 f 122 8272 33% % 
— | ache — 87 
*0 | Glenvil, Nebraska 1878 | 24 S.W. of Glenvil, Nebraska ..... Adams M. C. Schroeder, D.D --. | 182 - 
1 | Auburn, Nebraska 1866 | 10 S. W. of Auburn, Nebraska a Nemaha | R 1 — 1 — 2 “a 113 
2 Lincoln, Nebraska Zion 1881 IN. W. of — Nebraska ..... Lancaster R Frederick olte 21 318 | 113 
| Johnson, Nebraska St. Matther | 1906] Johnson, Nebra - | Nemaha 6 | Edwin Bastian ---~- 1 Bi 166; 31 oaf 4 
4| Northboro, loca St. ...... 1902 | 65 N.W. of Northboro, Ollendor —1 2] isa) 
195 gregations Past 51 | 3824 304 3040 340 104 4014 | 365 | 227 | 1958 
1 tions | | —— | — 4776 | | 1088 
Te 


"Transferred to Syn Cong. | 


> 


— — — — 
— 
~ 
4 

* 


Index Number 


PASTORAL 
CHARGE 
(City or Town. and 
Congregation ) 


— — — — 


Une Hill, Nebraska 
Chappell, Nebraska 
Diller. Nebraska 
Gienvil, Nebraska 
Gothenburg, Nebraska 

Grand Island, Nebraska 
Hildreth, Nebraska 
Falls City, Nebraska 
Hastings, Nebraska 
Hastings, Nebraska 
Hastings, Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska = 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Louisville, Nebraska 
Lodge Pole, Nebraska 
Ohiowa, Nebraska 
Ohiowa, Nebraska 
Otoe, ebraska a 
Sterling, Nebraska 
Sutton, Nebraska 
| Syracuse, Nebraska 


Missouri 


Non Syn. Congrs. 
Gienvil, Nebraska 
Auburn, Nebraska 
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— 
| — — — 
— — 


ADULT MEMBERS | HIGHER 
| CHILD MEMBERS 
Aecessions Losses Accessions | Sunday Schools E 
or SS 228 
| — — a 
= 
— Es 2128 
418 : Es S SS S & 8 be EAS | 2 = AE 
280 | 187 | 61 4] 10 5) 64|-..| 54 — 2] 20 92 
121 123 1] 2) 123) — | 126) — 3 -|- 
930 | 10 48 94] 24 16 4 31 7 313 4 hed 
114 | 16 5 5 1 
213 10} 30] 44 | 111 * 14 
28 8 36 15 14 6118 60} 1 42 |-|-- 
143 9| 7 12) -.] 18 2 14 161 1 
143 4 12 16 E 7 6 pate 2 1 > 
4 1 7 2 1 28 
5272 283 1586 40 | 118 {77 100 | 300 | 189 ai | 189 | 327710 | 563 46 126 7 | 22 1 3 
123 742 et a} 3 — ys 
be 2 5 12 3 27 1 : 
30 1321 66] 72 18/ 52 1f aif 7! 13 
| 
11 155 | 372 | 207 | 133 200 | 338 | 11 | 687 | 53 | 149 
235 388% 44274184 60 186 | 220 31 | 435 0 | 110 112 
— 91] 98] 13] 83 39 11 


| 


3 
| | | 
10 
11 
12 
12 13 
13 14 
14 15 
TS 16 
10 17 
17 18 
18 19 
19 20 
20 21 
21 22 
4 19553 
2 
¥ 2] Lincoln, Nebraska 3 
Johnson, Nebraska 4 
4 Northboro, Iowa —.... 1953 
1953 
| Central Cont. Totals 1953 i 
1953 1952 
1952 Ine 
Ine. Dec 
Dec. | 


„„ 


mud 


TUL 
En 
| 2 
7 
2 
| 2 
100 
4 22 
ss 
219 
281 
1 
Tek 
hoeet | 
1 
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GROUP ORGANIZATIONS 


Men's Women's] Mixed ISE. Ple. “ VALUATION OF 
| ~ 
7. E E E — : 
3 2 2 22 = 
1 | ae aan ao | one 21000 | 21000) _.... 
211 18 deen 
uc 1 27] 10000 5500 | _.... 
1111 16] 1] 81 12] 10000 3500 | 2500 
51 1] 45; 1) 35] 24] 1 8} 14000 9000 10000 
6; 1) 3120 184 1] 20 100000 
2] 33] 1] 23) 1] 1628000 2500; ..... 
20; 1 16 | 1 20] 10000 5000 — 11 
9 11 61 31106 2 2 83 150000 39000 700000 
2250 — 
11 31 188 | 1063 
12 is 1 34) 1] 18| — 
13 — 1 — 21 761 6123 0% 6000 | 
14; 1] 15] 2 | | 18 32000 80000 
2800; 2000) bere 
3500 500 | ....- 
18 1] 26 2 683 1 13 24000 
19 7000 1000 300 | — 
hee ane | om | acd 5000 5000 2 
22 15 7000/ | 4500 
1953 12 f 322 | 32 | 901 | 77] 244 15 | 263 |s7as00 142500 | 82800 | 7153 
Non-Syn. Coners. 
1 | 34 112 1 207 15000 5000 | 2000 | 2200 
3 1—1— 1 26 1 34] 1 | 71 16000 10000 — 
| 1 — 1 40000 3800 
1er! | 101 15000 3000 500 | .... 
1953 4/110] 3| 64 4] 37 86000 11500 | 2500 
Synodical Totals | 
1953 | 12 | 322 2 1101 10 | Soe | 19 i= 659800 | 165000 | 85300 | 9353 
1952 | 12 | 277 | 42 | 963 | 9 | 306 owe 79 | 672300 | 145000 | 74000 | 8638 
Inc. 45 * — | 138 1} 2 3} ail — | 20000] 11300] 716 


CHURCH 


FINANCIAL 


CONGREGATIONAL BENEVOLENCE 


Congregational Exp. | 


A’PORTION'D 


> § | 3 
S&. ESE 2 8 E | 2 
42000 49863] -.-...| 4683] 22 
5000 | 2185 500; 2685) .... 
760 | 10283000 3968 424; 4302 51 
1800 17500 .| 3930 2044 6874 | .... 
500 33500; ...../| 6273 2317 8500 
1000 1070000 | 11460 | 20492/ 40061/ 105 
278000 8431 306 S737 26 
1000 | 17000) .....| 2847 560 3407 | ...., 
5000 | 264000; .....| 32284 17532 40816) 1 
1490 4815 | .... 
4750 | 44780 12810 61877 9137 400 
1 40000 — 12426 0 18820 220 
| 40600) 1000) 3475 8400 15 
| 500 5300 — 306 31094 15 
9000 437; 3604/ .... 
6000 | 2693 33 
— | 29000 * 4238 400 4638 24 
12000 3612 4240/ .... 
10 -| 100000 2017 790 | 3707 
— 10000 7 ＋ 
61506 200; 4900 1000 
16600 | 823853 | 12510 121137 | @6201 | 196428 | 5457 
1000 | 25200 | #768 219 4987 | .... 
26400 | 3954 360 4620 124 
5005 974| 6069} _... 
— 18500 ** | 3942 198 4140 | . 
1400 | 113600 K 17780 2087 16816 124 
18000 | 937453 | 13510 138806 67348 | 216244 | 3581 
17700 | 917738 | 38130 | 131580 | 115198 | 246778 | 2686 
300 | 19715 | | 8 
24620 .| 47850; 30634 .... 


UNAPPORTIONED 
(<a aic | << <2 | & | a 
102 | .... | 432; 28; Se4| 2226 | 1370 | 1964; 4837 — 
188 32 483 151 203 | 86. 
13 — 1 293 18786 1575) 
10 221 966 | | 1187 | 189 
144) 144) 1376) 1240) 1384) | . 
| — 308 2403) S202 11908); 
206] ....; 206) 1145] 846 4343 | .... 
114 16 137; #801 soi; 1028; S190; 
45; 15 140; 34! 1239 100; 304 | 193 
400|--.| 481] 20) 1301 935} 1142 
200% — — 4 5502 | 2735 19382 | 668 
10 — 1 210) 18 | 283 1219] 1472) 223 
2464 340) 808) 1238; 4833); 
56 186 26; 1239 29, 419) 3112} .... 
29 16 924 1351 5501; 470 
| ... 23 165 | 1050} 297 402; 4100 10 
4 oon 28 | ....| 1478) 3085) 8463; 204 
1388 | 117| | 685 12485 | 44878 $2688 | 45173 | 241601 | 5199 | 
| 313; 1% 301 1880] 1681] ....| 
37 | 16 220 | .... 307 | 1187| 1196) 1508 | 6213 | 253 | 
176)}...! 80 10 266) 1880; 1136/ T205; .... 
30 | ona 343] 1071 | BOS | 1251; 8301102 
273 16 vag 28 1367/| 8018 4655 2 
1661 | 133 | 5 2 igen 37343 | 51196 | 267430 | 6638 | eee 
774| 25 4265 | 14421 | 45810 | 32365 | 46786 | 209504 
887 108 1083 4% 
—— | 26128 


A 
— 
— — — — — — — — Mnm2aẽ— — — = 
| 
| 
| 
é 
* 
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Pepulationa 
Population : (4) 2.500 tw 0.908 
(1) 100,000 o: over N (5) 500 to 2.408 
(2) 25,000 to 99,909 ~~ (6) Under 500 
(3) 10,000 to 24,990 3 
| | ‘BAPTIZED CONFIRMED | COMMUNING 
| le * 
— 
(City ot Town) % 1 
| | | | | 
aor | 101 11 65 it) 
1 | Kanns _ 1910 | 8 Diller, Nebraska * | ss3 201 ie 1 
— — | Lip K N. 0 Rhode 101 7 2 — 22 
rrousette, | iene ‘ Fred J. . GR! $13 25 
4 | Hoisington, Kamsas ........ 1924 | 220 k. Sth K., Holsingten — gi| 20 301 | 10 367 
5 t, KW | 1874 | Kansas Ave, & Church ., Hanover, Kan. | W seat... et 11 4 
6 IX. „ 1885 | Latham, Ka — ° .. si...) ST wi... 7 
7 Linn Kamas St. Paul — * Schrader. * on! | 144 17 98 5 91 15 
. Texa: Bt. Jolin eee Robinese City, Okie. i Louis de Freese , 47 9 14 365 23 8 
9 | Oklahoma City, Oklahoma First Laterns 220 160 
10 | P 1897 | 5 E. of Perry, Noble Theodore M. 1503) Se]... 14)... @3/.. 11 
11 | Russell Kamsas ........... 1900 | Sth & Main ., Russell, Kamas ....... Russell. A gi; wel...) toa! 12 
14 | Silver Cliff, Kansas ...... | 1900 | 6) X. of Washington Kansas .....+.+++ Fred Ww. Henkel ei! 158} 208/19; ... 
| Non-Synodical Congregations | 
1 Home, Kansas 66000000 Gee riedens 0000000000 Kama „„ tee eeeeeeee Marshall 1 ii | — 5 
2 } Ru well Kansas „„ „6 Trinity “eee „ „ „„ „„ „„ 1227 1877 Ban 12 8. of Russell, Kansas Rus ell V. 387 | i}. 4 | 
Non-8ynodical Congrs. 
1953 Totaal Congregations .... | | 5273 | 
Increase 13 Dee 
Decrease 


| 


(City or and 
Congregation) 


Confirmed 


SOUTHERN CON FERENCE 
rts For The Year Ending 


Midwest Syno| Parochial Repo 


Decem ber 31. 1953 


— | 


— 


MEMBERSHIP — 


ADULT MEMBERS 


— 
— 


1 

© | 3446 | 2807 
104 | 5 
225| 7 5 | 


| 
2857 
175 


Syn. 4 Nam Syn. Con. | 


— 


— 


—0• w. 


tio 
Luthera 
ions 


Luth- 


of 


Number 


ficate 


— 


Index 


Catechumens 


in Lutheran 


_ Seminaries 


in Lutheran 
Motherhou 


Number 


in Other 
eran Institu 
In Non 
institut 


Certi 
Otherwise 


By 


— 


— — 


— 


— — 


222839888 


— 
3 i we 


389 


— 


| — — 
| ions — — | 
| | gf | | | 7 
AL | | | | | si g a is 22 | 
2 | B12) Se tl 21s lac 38 i as = 
| & = 87 = 215 3338 2 | | 
4 — — — ai 13 2211 3 17 | -- 
— 211132 1386 421% -\-- 1S 
0 6 2 98181 1 4 * 21 4 4) 4) 12 
2 Ellia, Kansas —— 101 59 77 | — 15 | 5 1 12 18 6 | s 11 14 * 107 60 9 2 2 
oe 3 | Darrousette, | 212 125) 13] 3 --| 10 | Gj---| 2 | | 9}11-)-}-- 
5 | Hanover, — | 162) 111 681 |_| 6) --- } |---| 3 701 101-111: 
Linn, Kamas — 111 13 — | 5 15 12} 40 | 1 i6 50 73 174 130 75 — 38 
Lipscomb, Texas .--- 144 4 | -- 22 A 1 8 | — 2 1 18 
| 2 | 186 149 1 3 7 9| - 17 40| 375] | --\--| 4g 
10 — — vay | 503 | 1108 801 39! 17! 282 + | 1121 2) 2 37 | * 12 — 4 14 285 2113 
» 11 — 3 8 1291 1 4 2 14 115 3 91 1 -- +4, | 14 
Kansas 1 | 183 | 268 | 15 221807 | 61 1208 210 90 | 10 | 60 | 208 
— 1b | Great Bend, Kaname. * 157 821 8218 | 
a 
222 1668610 
31 30161 90) 53 16 12 
5297 3707 1301 68 | 198 | 73) 6| 33 16 
1953 5273 | 3720 | 303 2 | 110 | 220 | 146 30 
1952 11 1214 
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— — — — — 


Men's Women Mixed jig. Peo, VALUATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY Cong. Expenses _ CONGREGATIONAL BENEVOLENCE __ | 
| | | | | 
: | | | | | | | 
| 
2 = * is — 
= = — — > 
| £ = | | — — | 11 8 | | E 2 834 a | - | 2 £ 
41.1 1 15 > |-- | 2 | 1000 200 4000 | . 1686 | ..... 1685 93 19 mae 488) 2077): 
21 15000 8000 | ..... 53000 = 8008 | 14469 58077 | 150 11 13478; 2 
2 1 2) 9000 14000 — 23000 HOO 110 — 110 170 * 19 5a 
4/1} 10] 1 30 | 21 31 10000 8000 . 1000 19000 1050) 1142 6101 | 1 | 150) 432 
51 21 1] 36; 21 35000 9000 200001000000 74000 2800 10908 10908 114 
611 13} 2} 3111121 17 17000 300 32300) 4500 4542 | 4415 7 70 .. 351 1218 1668) 10082 | 244 
71.1111 12 25000 | 10000] ..... | ..... G00 | 35600 3093 658 3751 | 20 177 | 552 4303; 7 
8000; S000 / ..... ..... 1800 14500 3558) 700 177 30 1071 1104) & — 
9111 386 1] 15 65000 10000 260004 100000 2100 2434064 404) 4615) S402) 4515) 
---{| 1] #46) -j-- 11 18 25000 | 1 25000 3303 2 40! 310! 1491 | 6244) 20 5a 
1111 2196121 78 100000 27000 148000 175000 | _.... 240 40 | — Teae 
131 1 5000 13000 2500 6000 26800 3000 4061 0 | 345 S447 | 
15/1 1181111 60000 102000 15000 81200 63480 2755 | 17332 | 20087 | 9267 25: 140 
1953 | 7 181 18 | 569 22718 275 439500 | 148200 | 47800 | 58000 | 14600 | 708100 | 95650 | 106664 | 3123038 | 137067 383 | 1047 | 38 | 53600 400) T7228 | 27000 | 79006 | 30255 | 168209 | 1900 | 5408 
1952 | 7 | 148 | 18 | 538 | 2| 31 | 15 | 264 276500 | 134000 | 47800 | 10000 | 15800 | 584200 | 56300 91101 | 35877 | 126978 314% 14 T2896 | 3414 | 14608) 22500 WORT | 162015 | 1962 
Non-Synodical-Congrs. 
lca | | aes 6000 10000 2000 1 28 128 4 167 205 — 4 | 
18828 | oo ants 50000 1000 355000 3371 265 3636 | .... 232 2 23 2 1067 1040 10% 2007! S733] 2 — 
1953 | o | ade Lee | 56000 8000 1000 600000 5371 | 265 54636 ....| 275 04 24 1186 3300 1207 | 2302 | 1963]... 
16 1000 65000 353180 1840 | =n 4106 2100 1472: S662 | 1962 | 


Syn. & Non-Syn. Congrs. 
HY 195500 2223 — | 31548 38 | 6264] 8413 | 30300 | 24212 42625 | 176228 | 1963); _.. 
1952 7 148 19 579 2 3116 f 280 432500 | 142000 | 47800 | 10000 | 16900 | 649200 | 56300 | 96251 | 37717 | 133068 | 3106; 14 TOTZ 3444 15022 | 25600) 21457 | 17o4T7 10628]... 


‘ 
— = —. ̃ —⁰¾ 
ae 
4 
1 


ALL-CONFERENCE RECAPITULATION 
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ADDRESS MEMBERSHIP 
8 BAPTIZED CONFIRMED COMMUNING 
2 Gain Gain Gain 
3 12 or or Loss or 
— 
ar Bowe) GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION COUNTY As of December 31, 1953/8 8 3 
& 
7 RECAPITULATION Bo 
orthern Conference | | 98 | 6844 | 463 | 154 
* 1943 | | 12188 585 | 67 | | --- | 
| Central Conference | | 
Southern Conferencee | | | | 100 
1953 Totals _...__. Congregations .__. ‘Wis! . Pastors...__- 26236 | 1270 | 508 | 18302 | 762 | 406 | 14790 | 1045 | 423 | 1953 a 
— gregations .... | od — | — — 17940 14168 | .... 1952 


| 

5 

| 


47 
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| 


in Other Lath 


In Nen-Lotheran 


Institut tons 


In Lot beran 
Motherhouses 


eran linetitutions 


MEMBERSHIP 7 
| | CHILD MEMBERS ADULT MEMBERS PARISH v 
. Gain | — Losses Weekday Chidren 
2 | = * | 4 N | t | 1 
or Town 82 2 * 2 » = | = — 
tion 2 = — 714 3 = — = | 
RECAPITULATION OF ALL CONFERENCES WAAD VA 
* | 388 | 191 375 22 | | | 1 | 
| 2 300 8 30) 251 278 6s} 622; 87/167/145/ 300 33 477/ 2387) 20781 3 62 
8423 6535 | 311 | 205 | | 100 | 338 /248{ 70 24 | 328 | 190 386 87140 220 4% 33 428] 3225! 11 95 
rense — —— 1 — 5 — ͤ 1 — — — — — — —— 
Central Conference | | | | 220 | 
5803 | | 292 | 304 St oc | ata ies 133 / 38 2 | 200/338 7 134, 88 16 @3| 2e2(24{ son | 2408 | 20 1 
Increase 146 138 12 3) 441328) - 39 =I =| | 131 20600 7 
rease — coe — -- | — = — — — — — — — — - 
Southern Conference I 
1953 5297 | sose | 1 30 os | 13 | 61 33 40101 90 | 53110 120 73} 42 121 20 2001 90 
6273 | 3720 | 2807 | 137 | 136 | 253 81 | 27 1,120 | | 246 107 40) 62 428 212 17 — 1888 80 360210 82 
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— as important testi- 
monies drawn from the Holy Scriptures, and rejects all errors which 


the Apostles, the Nicene, and the Athanasian 
they condemn. 


Unaltered Augsburg Con- 


3. This Synod receives and holds the 
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTION OF 
THE EVANGELJCAL LUTHERAN 
IN THE CENTRAL STATES 
ARTICAZR ONE 
THE SYNOD 
Section IL. The Name and Territery 
) The name and title of the chureh body 
stitution shall be The Evangelical Lutheran 
States. The territory of this Synod shall be the 
sas, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and that 
| of Missouri which lies west of the ninety-second principal meridian. 
| Section II— The Doctrinal Basis 
1. This Synod receives and holds the canonica] Scriptures of the 
| Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God, and as the 
only infallible rule and standard of faith and practice according to 
which all doctrines and teachers are to be judged. 
| 2. This the three ecumenical creeds — namely, 
feasion as a correct exhibition of the faith ad El 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, founded upon the 
acknowledges all churches that sincerely hold 
the doctrines of the Unaltered Augsburg 
of Evangelical Lutheran. 
Smalkald Articles, the Large and 
e Formula of Concord, as in the a 
Section III— The Membership 
shall consist of ordained 
with the doctrinal basis set forth H. re 
Evangelical Lutheran minister who has applied for 
admission and has accepted this constitution with its doctrinal 
basis, and whose application has the approval of the examining 
committee, may be received into membership in the manner here 
inafter provided. 
3. Other ministerial members may be received by ordination, 
transfer, or as hereinafter provided. 
4. Any congregation located within the limits of the territory of 
—1— 
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this Synod di defmed fn this constitétion ay, approval of the 


executive committee, he received into membership by a majority 
vote at any regular convention. 


In accordance with the r forth in Section II of 
this article, and in full accord with the Constitution of The United 
Lutheran Church ur Kmerica, this body recognizes that all power in 
the church “belongs to our Lord; Jesus Christ, the Head ofthe 


‘Ciferch; and all just duties and powers exercised by the church are 


cémmitted to her for the furtherancé of the Gospel through the 
Word and the ‘Sacraments. Therefore this body is organized: 

1. To preserve and extend the pure teaching of the Gospel and 
the right administration of the Sacraments (Eph. 5:5), (Augsburg 
Confession Article VII); 

2. To conserve the unity of the true faith (Eph. 4:2- 16: I Cor. 
1: 10); to guard against any departure therefrom (Rom. 16:17); 
and to strengthen the congregations in faith, confession, and the 
promotion of the Kingdom of God; 

3. To give outward expression of the spiritual unity of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran congregations, to cultivate co-operation in pro- 
moting the general interests of the church, and to develop and 
unfold the specific Lutheran principles and practises and make 
their strength effective; 

4. To establish new congregations: 

5. To awaken, co-ordinate, and effectively direct and supervise 
the united energies of the congregations in such operations as the 
following: 

(a) The training of ministers and teachers to be witnesses of 
the Word; and the upbuilding, maintenance, and strengthening of 
institutions for such training; 


(b) The exension of the Kingdom of God by the support of home, 
foreign, and social missions, under the administration and func- 
tions of The United Lutheran Church in America; 
(e) The cultivation of worship in the congregation and family in 
keeping with the practice of The United Lutheran Church in 
America, unto the edification of the Body of Christ; 
(d) The creation and development of agencies to carry on all 
departments of work in co-operation with the boards, commit- 
tees, and agencies of The United Lutheran Church in America: 
(e) The establishment and maintenance of Christian colleges and 
a ministry to students in other institutions of higher education. 
8. To encourage the attainment of higher levels of Christian 
giving and to solicit and disburse funds for the purposes of the 
work defined in this constitution; - 
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7. To ordain qualified men to the holy office of the ministry of 
the Gospel; and to suspend and depose those who dishonor it by 
false teaching, by insubordination, or by an unworthy or wicked 
life; 

8. To shepherd the congregations and pastors by helping in time 
of difficulty, trouble, and strife, and by general assistance; 

9. To maintain discipline and to foster holiness and fidelity in 
ministers and congregations; 

10. To maintain a loyal connection and relation with The United 
Lutheran Church in America and all its interests and obligations. 


CONVENTIONS 


. A regular convention of the Synod shall be held annually at 
the time specified in the by-laws. 

2. Special conventions shall be called by the president upon the 
tive committee or the written request of one- 


4. Notice of the time and place of all conventions shall be given 
by the secretary. 
ARTICLE THREE 


OFFICERS 
Section I—The Officers 
1. The officers of the Synod shall be a president, a secretary, 
and a treasurer. They shall be elected at regular conventions of 
the Synod. The president and secretary shall be ministers. 


committee is empowered to fill the same until the next regular 
convention of the Synod, or, at its discretion, it may call a special 
convention of Synod to fill the vacancy. 

4. No one shall be eligible for election as an officer of the Synod, 
or for any other full-time service of the Synod, after he has reached 
the age of sixty-eight. : 

5. The officers shall be entitled to receive the necessary en 
penses incident to the duties imposed by their office, and such 
remuneration as the Synod may determine. 


ARTICLE TWO 
fifth of the ministers; but no business shall be transacted at «4 
special convention except that specified in the call. 

3. One-third of the ministers belonging to this Synod, with the 

lay delegates present, shall constitute a quorum. 

2. The term of office of the president and other full time officers 
| shall be five years; that of other officers, one year. All shall serve 
| until their successors assume office. All officers shall be eligible 

i for re-election. 

| 3. Should a vacancy occur in any of these offices, the executive 
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6. The proper officers of Synod are duly empowered and authur- 
ized, in the name of the Synod, to satisfy of record any mortgage, 
judgments, notes, or other recorded evidences of indebtedness, in 
such manner as may be provided by law. In conjunction therewith 
the treasurer shall be empowered and authorized, in the name of 
the Syned, to assign and transfer any policies of Insurance or other 
securities that may be held as collateral to such mortgages, judg- 
ments, netes, or other recorded evidences of indebtedness. 


Section Il—The President 


1. The term of office of the president shall begin on the first day 
of the third month succeeding the month of his election. 


2. He shall exercise supervision over all ministers and congre- 
gations of the Synod, and over all agencies created by the Synod 
for the prosecution of the general work of the church. 


3. He shall preside at all conventions of the Synod and at all 
meetings of ministerial session and of the executive committee; 
and it shall be his duty to see that the constitution, by-laws, and 
decisions of the Synod are duly observed and its resolutions carried 
into effect. He shall appoint all committees unless otherwise pro- 
vided for. 


4. He shall visit the congregations belonging to the Synod, and 
confer and advise with the people concerning their spiritual and 
temporal welfare; and he shall counsel with the ministers as their 
pastor. 

5. He shall ordain all accepted candidates for the ministerial 
office, and install the pastors of all congregations belonging to the 
‘Synod, or provide for and authorize their ordination and installation 
as the Synod may prescribe in its by-laws. 

6. When the execution of deeds or other instruments of writing 
is ordered by the Synod, or required by this constitution, or becomes 
proper and necessary in carrying on the business of the corpora- 
tion, the president is authorized and empowered, in the name of 
the Synod, to sign the same and to affix the seal of the Synod. 

7. He shall preserve in the offices of the Synod, or deliver to the 
archivist, all important documents left in his hands as president, 
together with copies of all official papers or documents issued and 
published by him, by the officers of the Synod, or by the executive 
committee. 

8. He shall submit annually to the Synod a report of all his 
official. acts, except matters of a private character, together with 
such other information and récommendations as he may deem of 
importance. | 
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3. The treasurer shall receive and acknowledge all offerings, 


contributions, and legacies made to the Synod, collect all interest 


and income from invested funds in his charge, and pay all appro- 


priations and orders of the Synod from the several accounts as 
approved and directed by the executive committee. 


tion af At telat 
gation of Synod. At least quarterly during the 


al 


] ͤ—ü— ̃ ͤ———— 
Section The Secretary 

1. shall be a secretary of Synod as a 
1 upon his duties on the first day of 
| su the month of his election. 
shall keep all official minutes 
utes of the executive committee. He 
printing and distribution of the min 
other duties which the Synod 
and keep «a 
the Synod, with the 
places of residence; 
and parishes connected 
e pastors serving them and 
t them. 
rized and empowered, in 
the Synod, to attest all instruments of writing ordered by 
or required by the constitution or necessary in carrying 
business of the corporation, and signed and sealed by the president. 
Section IV— The Treasurer 
rm of office of the treasurer shall begin on the first 
third month succeeding the month of his election. 
shall have charge of all monies and accounts 
od, its deeds, mortgages, contracts, and 
revenues. He shall also have charge of its 
a same at all times subject to the order of 
ch trust funds as the Synod may specifically 
other agents. 
shall inform the council and the pastor of each 
state of this account, and 
vention of Synod a 
ion. 
action by the 
or renew 
| ; and he is 
attorney in 
mortgages, judgments, 
—5— 
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ness and to assign and transfer any policies of insurance or other 
securities that may be held as collateral to such mortgages, loans, 
or judgments. 

6. He shall deposit promptly all monies received for any account 
of the Synod in such bank or banks as may be designated by the 
executive committee 

7. On entering upon his office, he shall give satisfactory bond 
to the Synod for the faithful performance of his duties, in such 
amount as the executive committee shall determine, which bond 
shall be in the custody of the president. 

8. At each regular convention he shall render a full, detailed, 
and accurate report to the Synod of all receipts and disbursements 
in his several accounts, with a statement of the financial condition 
ef the Synod and its apportioned obligation to The United Lutheran 
Church in America, which report shall be regularly audited and 
certified. 


ARTICLE FOUR 
THE MINISTERIAL SESSION 


1. The ordained members of the Synod shall constitute the min- 
isterial session. 

2. To the ministerial session shall belong the duty of passing 
upon and reporting to the Synod all applications for ordination or 
reception of ministers recommended by the examining committee; 
of examining and trying cases of heresy in doctrine, or of teaching 
and preaching in conflict with the doctrinal basis set forth in 
Article One, Section II; of hearing and trying cases in which appeal 
is granted by the Synod from the findings of a committee on dis- 
cipline; and of transacting such other business as the Synod may 
refer to it. 


3. A regular meeting of the ministerial session shall be held in 
connection with the regular convention of the Synod, when the 
exumining committee is prepared to report its recommendations 
in the matter of applicants for ordination or membership. Other 
meetings may be called by the president. 

4. The ministerial session shall be subject to the rules of order 
governing a regular synodical convention. One-third of the minis- 
ters belonging to the Synod shall constitute a quorum. 


ARTICLE FIVE 

THE CONFERENCES 
conferences shal] be constituted of ministers and con- 
the 


Synod located within a given territory, as deter- 
time to time by the Synod. 
of 


the duty 


) 
1. District 
gregations 
mined from 
: 2. It shall 


ests and development of the church upon its territory; to assist in 
carrying out the regulations and resolutions of the Synod; to 
attend to such other duties within its territory as may be assigned 
to it by the Synod. 


3. Each conference shall appoint a stewardship committee to 
co-operate with the stewardship committee and/or stewardship 
secretary of the Synod. 


4. Every pastor and congregation belonging to the Synod and 
by that fact belong to the conference. Ordained ministers of the 


tion of Synod to elect a minister to be president, a minister to be 


officers shall take office the first day of the third month following 


resolutions of the Synod of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


8. The president of the Synod shall have a voice and vote in 
meetings of each conference. 


9. The actions of a conference shal] at all times be subject to 
review by the Synod. 


10. The president of each conference shall make a written report, 
including an abstract of the proceedings of the conf ce, stating 
also the condition and needs of the church within its bounds, and 
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Synod, not actively serving pastorates shall be assigned conference 
connections by the president of the Synod. If a pastoral charge 
does not lie wholly within the boundary lines of a single conference, | 
the place where the pastor resides shall determine his own confer- 
ence connection and the conference connection of his pastoral 
charge. 

5. Each conference shall meet at least twice each year and as 
many more times as circumstances may require. Special meetings 
may be called by the president of the conference, or as may be 
otherwise determined by the confefence itself. One-third of the 
ministers belonging to the conference, with the lay delegates 
present, shall constitute a quorum. 

6. Each conference shall meet at the time of the regular conven- 
secretary, and such other officers as it may deem necessary. These 
their election. 

7. The conference may adopt for itself any rules and regulations 
not in conflict with the constitution and by-laws, regulations, or 

shall transmit the same to the president of the Synod as provided 
in the by-laws. 
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ARTICLE S 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


1. There shall be an executive committee of the Synod consisting 
of the president, the secretary, and the treasurer, together with 
one minister and one layman from each conference to be elected 
by the Synod for terms to be fixed in the by-laws. 

2. It shall be the duty of the executive committee: 

a. To represent the Synod and carry out its resolutions; 
b. To attend to the business of the Synod ad interim; a 
c. To promote the interests of The United Lutheran Church in 
America and this body’s relation thereto; e 

d. To co-ordinate the work of the several agencies of the Synod; 

e. To present a budget with apportionments to the annual con- 
vention of the Synod; 

f. To fill vacancies not otherwise provided for; 

g. And to perform such other work as may be designated to it 
by the Synod, to which it shall make full report of all its acts. 

3. It shall be eutrusted with all matters pertaining to legacies 
and trust funds in the possession of, or coming into the possession 
of the Synod; it shall direct the investment of such funds in the 
manner it thinks best for the safety of the said funds and the best 
interests of the beneficiaries of these funds. 

4. It shall cause an annual examination to be made of all invest- 
ments and securities held by the Synod and report thereon. 

5. It shall hold regular meetings ad interim as Synod may de- 
termine. Special meetings may be called by the president of the 
Synod, or, in case of his death or removal, by the secretary. A 
majority of members shall constitute a quorum. 

6. It shall have the power to appoint all necessary sub-commit- 
tees from among its members. It shall determine the amount of 


— — 


| 
| 
f salary to be paid to any officer of the Synod entitled thereto, when 
not otherwise determined, and shall make budgetary provisions to 
: meet its necessary expenses. 
ARTICLE SEVEN 
| ELECTIVE COMMITTEES 
’ Section I—The Examining Committee 
1. This committee shall consist of seven ordained ministers of 
the Synod, who shall be elected by the Synod in such a manner 
that the terms of at least two members shall expire each year. 
No member shall be re-elected until a year shall have expired after 
the completion of his term of office. 
2. It shall be the duty of this committee to examine into the 
qualifications of all applicants for ordination and admission into 
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the Synod, as provided in Article Nine, Section I, of this constitution. 

3. This committee shall report to the ministerial session and 
shall recommend such applicants as shall satisfy the provisions of 
Article Nine, Section I. A two-thirds vote of the members of the 
committee shall be necessary for all recommendations. 


Section Il—Committee on Home Missions 


1. There shall be a committee on home mussions consisting of 
the president of Synod, together with one minister and one layman 
from each conference elected by the Synod for a term of three years 
in such a manner that the terms of one-third of the total number 
shall expire each year. No elected member shall be elected for 
more than two consecutive full terms. 

2. No home missionary and no layman from a congregation re- 
ceiving salary aid shall be eligible to membership on this mittee. 

3 The committee shall supervise, promote and control the 
home mission work of the Synod. It shali be charged specifically 


maxing a detailed annual report to the Synod. 

4. The committee shall elect a chairman and a secretary. The 
treasurer of Synod shall serve as treasurer of this committee. It 
shall hold regular meetings as often as necessary for the perform- 
ance of its duties. 

5. The committee shall endeavor to stimulate and energize the 
home missions spirit in the parishes of the Synod. 


Section I1I—Committee on Social Missions 


1. There shall be a committee on social missions consisting 
the president of Synod together with one minister and one 


from each conference elected by the Synod for a term of three 
years, in such a manner that the term of one-third of the total 
number shall expire each year. No elected member shall be elected 
for more than two consecutive full terms. 

2. The committee shall co-operate with The Board of Social 
Missions of The United Lutheran Church in Amorica and advise 
with and assist pastors and congregations of the Synod in the 
development of programs and projects in the field of inner mis- 


sions, evangelism, and social action within the bounds of 
It shal] make an annua! survey of all social missions interests and 
needs on the territory of Synod and keep the Synod fully informed 
of the progress of the cause through regular annual reports. 

3. The committee may delegate to the conference social missions 
committees such duties as may be necessary to vitalize all social 
missions work on the territory of every conference of the Synod 


——— ————— 
with the duty of making an annual survey of the home mission field 
of the Synod, organizing new missions, preparing and submitting 
the annual home missions budget to the executive committee, and 
| 
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and to stimulate and energize the social missions spirit in every 
parish of the Synod. 

4. The committee shall elect its necessary officers at the first 
regular meeting following each annual convention of Synod; and 
shall hold regular meetings as often as necessary for the perform- 
ance of its duties. 


ARTICLE EIGHT 
OTHER COMMITTEES 
Section I—Committee of Presidents 


1. This committee shall consist of the president of the Synod, 
whe shall be its chairman, and the presidents of the conferences. 


2. The duty of this committee will be to advise with and assist 
the president of Synod in the discharge of the duties of his office; 
to confer with him concerning the needs of the church on the terri- 
tory of the respective conferences: to consider and advise with him 
concerning enactments of The United Lutheran Church in America 
in order to make the same effective in the congregations of the 
Synod; and to act upon such other matters as may be referred to 
it from time to time by the Synod. 


3. It shall be the duty of this committee to make an annual 
review of the roll of the ministers of the Synod and to offer such 
recommendations to the niinisterial session as will be appropriate 
under Article Ten, Paragraph 9, of this constitution. 


4. This committee shall make a record of all pastoral installa- 
tions, corner stone layings, dedications of churches, etc., together 
with proper memoirs of ministers of the Synod deceased during the 
year, and report the same through the prosident of the Synod to 
the conventions of the Synod. 


Section 1I—Committee on Church Vocations 


1. This committee shall consist of the president of the Synod and 
three ministers and three laymen to be appointed by the president 
of Synod with the approval of the executive committee to serve 
for terms of three years in such a manner that the terms of two 
members expire each year. No member shall be reappointed to the 


committee until a year shall have elapsed since the expiration of 
his term. 


2. The duties of the committee shall be to seek out and encourage 


young men and women to give themselves to full-time church 
vocations. 


| 
} 
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= 
A. MEN FOR THE MINISTRY 


The committee shall: 

(1) Compile a list of the Synod’s ministerial candidates in col- 
lege and seminary. 

(2) Encourage, counsel, end 
through interviews and reports. 

(3) Distribute available literature and prepare additional ma- 
terial on the call to the Christian ministry as occasion may 
demand: 

(4) Certify to the Synod such students as it approves. 

(5) Disburse such funds as the Synod shall appropriate or as 
may be granted to the Synod by the board of Education 
of The United Lutheran Church in America for assistance 
of students for the ministry. 

(6) Adopt rules and regulations subject to approval by the 
Synod. 

(7) Perform any other duties in the field of ministerial educa- 
tion which the Synod may assign to it. 


B. WOMEN IN FULL-TIME SERVICE 


The committee shall in similar manner seek out, list, direct and 
aid young women for the diaconate or other full-time Christian 
service at home and abroad. 

3. This committee shall make available to the examining com- 
mittee all its records and findings relating to candidates for ordina- 
tion. 

4. The committee shall submit a full report annually to the Synod, 


Section [I—Committee on Stewardship 


1. There shall be a committee on stewardship consisting of three 
ministers, and three laymen appointed annually by the president 
of the Synod with the approval of the executive committee, 

2. It shall be the duty of this committee to stress Christian 
stewardship as the practice of the Christian faith. It shall co- 
operate with the Stewardship Office of The United Lutheran 
Church in America in the creation and developent of a stewardship 
consciousness and spirit within every congregation of the Synod. 

3. It shall discourage unscriptural methods of money raising and 
shall lead the congregation to higher levels of giving with the 
Christian tithe as a reasonable first step. 


Section IV—Committee on Foreign Missions 


1. There shall be a committee on foreign missions consisting of 
three ministers and three laymen appointed annually by the presi- 
dent with the approval of the executive committed. 
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2. The chief function of this committee shall be to 

every parish of the Synod the desire to share in the evangelizing 
of the world. To this end it shall co-operate with the Board of 
Foreign Missions of The United Lutheran Church in America in 


Section V.—Committee on Christian Education 


1. There shall be a committee on Christian education consisting 
of the president of the Synod together with three ministers and 
three laymen appointed by the president with the approval of the 
exetutive committee for a term of three years in such a manner 
that the terms of one minister and one layman shall expire each 
year. 

2. It shall be the duty of this committee: 

a. To be a twe-way channel of communication between the 
Synod and The Board of Parish Education of The United Lu- 
theran Church in America. 

b. To encourage and promote full development of programs 
chetical instruction. 

within the bounds of the Synod. 

3. The committee shall submit an anual report to the Synod. 


1. All applications for ordination or for reception into the Synod 
shall be made to the president and referred by him to the examin- 
ing committee which shall report on the same to the ministerial 
session (except as provided in B. 2., below); and upon the recom- 
mendation of the ministerial session by a two-thirds vote, the Synod 
shall take final action on each application. 

2. No applicant shall be received into this Synod whose field of 
labor is exclusively or chiefly within the territory or under the 
supervision of another Synod. 

3. Every minister received into the Synod and every candidate 
who is ordained shall sign this constitution prior to admission into 
membership. By such signature the signer also obligates himself 
formal action of the Synod. 
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seeking out young men and women for missionary service, in ar- 
ranging itineraries for missionaries, in furthering the Board’s spe- 
cial objectives, and in acquainting parishes with the aids which the 
Board makes available. 
3. The committee shall submit an annual report to the Synod. ’ 
| | 
| 
| | 
ARTICLE NINE 
. THE RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 
Section I—Ministers 
| — : 
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A.-Applicants for Ordination 
1. The examination of candidates for ordination shall be open to 
all members of the Synod. It shall test the general fitness of each 


loyal support to the organization and work of the Synod 
The United Lutheran Church in America. . 

2. Applicants for ordination shall present to the examining 
mittee a satisfactory written testimonial of Christian 
character and also a transcript of their academic record 
theological seminary. 

3. Every candidate to be ordained by the Synod shall be at 
twenty-one years of age and shall exhibit satisfactory 
the examining committee that he has received a 
preach the Word and administer the Sacraments and 
accepted the call upon the condition of his ordination by 
Every candidate shall be a graduate of an approved seminary and 
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shall have submitted satisfactory evidence to the president that he 
has received and accepted a regular call, and shall have given 


ining committee and the executive committee. 


B. Ordained Ministers 

1. Any ordained minister of a constituent synod of The United 
Lutheran Church in America, applying for adimission into this 
Synod, shall present a letter of dismissal of the synod from which 
he comes. He shall appear for conference with the examining com- 
mittee. If om favorable report of the examining committee to the 
ministerial session, two-thirds of the ministers present approve, 
he shall be recommended to the Synod for reception. 

2. Any ordained minister of a constituent synod of The 
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applicant for the office of the ministry, his reasons for seeking the 
office, his theological attainments, his aceptance of the standards 
prescribed in Article One, Section II. and his willingness to give 
seminary. This rule shall not apply in the cases of ordained men 
coming from ecclesiastical bodies other than Lutheran. This call, 
carrying no limitation of time, must come from a congregation, 
a synod, or a church board to a special field of ministerial labor. 
JT. A candidate who has not reeeived and accepted a call shall 
likewise present himself for examination. Upon approval by the 
| examining committee he may be recommended to the ministerial 
| session for ordination. Such ordination shall take place when he 
assurance of his acceptance of this constitution, especially Article 
One, Section II. 
5. In exceptional cases the president may receive into the Synod 
by ordination an applicant who fulfills all the necessary require- 
ments, providing he is approved by unanimous vote of the exam- 
2222 
| — 
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United Lutheran Church in America, after being called as a pastor 
of a congregation belonging to this Synod, may, in the interim 
between conventions of the Synod, be received into the Synod by 
the president upon unanimous recommendation of the examining 
committee and of the executive conunittee. 

3. Any ordained minister of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
belonging to a Synod not a constituent of The United Lutheran 
Church in America, who applies for membership into this Synod, 
having received a regular call to a specific field of ministerial labor 
and having accepted such a call subject to his reception into this 
Synod, shall furnish satisfactory evidence of his ordination and of 
his Christian character together with a letter of dismissal or testi- 
monial of good standing issued by the body from which he comes. 
He shall appear before the examining committee for conference 
as to his acceptance of the standards prescribed in Article One, 
Section II. and as to his willingness to give loyal support to the 
organization and work of this Synod and of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. If, on favorable report from the examining 
committee to the ministerial session, two-thirds of the ministers 
present approve, he shall be recommended to the Synod for recep- 
tion. 

4. A minister coming from an ecclesiastical body other than 
Lutheran who desires to be received as a minister of this Synod, 
shal] present himself to the examining committee. He shal] submit 
documents witnessing to his past service in the Christian ministry 
together with evidence of his good standing in the ecclesiastical 
body from which he has severed his connection; he shall testify 
to his acceptance of the faith of the Lutheran Church as stated in 
Article One, Section II, of this constitution, and to his willingness 
to give support to the organization and work of this Synod and of 
The United Lutheran Church in America. 


Upon approval by the examining committee, and upon a recom- 
mendation of the ministerial session adopted by a two-thirds vote, 
the applicant may be certified by action of this Synod as eligible 
to receive a regular call to a field of ministerial labor within this 
Synod. When the candidate has received a regular call, he shall 
submit evidence of the same to the president of Synod who shall 
transmit it to the ministerial session. Upon recommendation of 
the ministerial session, adopted by a two-thirds vote, and favorable 
action of the Synod, the candidate shall be received into the Synod 


by ordination. 
Section Il—Reception of Congregations 


A congregation desiring admission to this Synod shall place 
the hands of the president a formal application, signed by the 


| 
— 


with 
shall be terminated by death; by 
into another Lutheran synod; by certification to another evangel- 
ical church body; by process under Article Twelve; in the manner 
stated in paragraph 9 of this Article; or by demitting the ministry. 


regularly constituted boards of the church which are recognized 
as having authority to make such appointments, and other ordained 
Lutheran ministers engaged in extra-parochial work of the church, 
which has been approved by the Synod or its executive committee 
as entitling a minister to continue membership in the Synod. 

3. Every minister shall conform his preaching and teaching to 
the doctrinal basis set forth in Article One, Section II of this con- 
stitution. 

4. Every pastor shall preach the Word and administer the Sacra- 
ments, and should conform the manner of conducting public worship 
to the accepted practice of The United Lutheran Church in Aner- 
ica, using such books of worship and instruction as have been 
accepted and approved by The United Lutheran Church in America. 
He shall care for the people of his pastorate as individuals in con- 
gregations having common faith and harmonious interest with all 
other members and congregations of The United Lutheran Church 
in America. He shall give catechetical instruction regularly, and 
administer the rite of confirmation. He shall solemnize marriage 
in accordance with the laws of God and of the state. As a shepherd 
he shall visit and minister to the members of his parish, particularly 
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retary of the council, and shall send a representative to the conven- 
tion of the Synod; it shall submit a copy of its constitution and of 
its charter, if incorporated. If these are in accord with the con- 
stitution of this Synod, the congregation may be received into 
| membership by a majority vote of this Synod at any convention. 
ARTICLE TEN 
MINISTERS 
1. Ministerial members of the Synod are those who have been 
| 2. In addition to pastors of congregations, the Synod may include 
| and continue upon its roll such ministers as hold educational, mis- 
| 
| sionary, or editorial offices to which they have been appointdd by 
| | | Lutheran Church in America ofr | 
the sick and infirm. He shall bury the dead, install regularly 
elected members of the council, and, with the council, administer 
discipline. He shall supervise all schools and auxiliary organiza- 
tions of the congregation and promote the upbuilding of the King- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ in the community, in the homeland, 
and abroad. He shall seek out and encourage young men having ! 
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proper qualifications to prepare for ordination to the Gospel min- 
istry. He shall co-operate with the agencies and officers of the 
Synod and of the conference in every way, especially in the educa- 
tion of the membership to increase their liberality for the causes 
recommended by the Synod. He shall endeavor to stimulate piety 
and the sense of stewardship in the individual and family life of 
the people, as well as knowledge of the church and her work by 
the circulation of her promotional materials. 


5. Every pastor shall keep accurate parochial records of bap- 
tisms, confirmations, members received by transfer or profession 
of faith, members transferred or deceased, together with a roster 
of all members of his charge eligible to commune and communing. 
He shall keep the record of each congregation of a pastoral charge 
in a separate book, which shall be the property of the congrega- 
tion. He shall report annually an accurate statistical summary of 
these records to the proper official of the Synod. 


6. No minister shall preach or perform any ministerial act within 
the pastoral charge of a brother minister, except upon his request 
or with his consent nor shall he make pastoral visits or preach 
or perform ministerial acts in a vacant: charge or congregation 
except upon formal invitation of the council, or the consent or 
appointment of the president of the Synod; nor shall he accept a 
call to a pastoral charge within this Synod without first conferring 
with the president of the Synod. 

7. Should a pastor deem it his duty to resign his charge, he shal] 
confer with the president of Synod before doing so, and, when his 
final decision is made, he shall at once inform the president of the 
Synod of his decision. 

8. Any minister who leaves the specific work of the ministry, 
without the consent of the president of the Synod, to engage in 
secular pursuit shall deposit his ordination certificate with the 
president of Synod, the certificate to be returned to him if and 
when he resumes the active work of the Lutheran ministry, wita 
the consent of the president of Synod. The synodical secretary 
shall notify the proper civil authorities regarding the status of min- 
isters newly enrolled in this Synod and of ministers of this Synod 
who have demitted or who have been deposed froin the ministry 
of the Lutheran church, or who have been officially dropped from 
the roll in accordance with the next following paragraph. 


9. Should a minister belonging to this Synod find hmself con- 
strained to leave the specific work of the ministry with the consent 
of the president of the Synod, his name may be continued upon the 
roll as a member. In this connection the committee of presidents 
is to report annually to the ministerial session for consideration 
and reference a full list of all others than superannuated or physi- 
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cally incapacitated ministers on the roll who for a period of two 
or more years have not ehgaged in regular ministerial work as 
defined in paragraph 2 of this article, and the ministerial session 
shall decide when it shall recommend to the Synod that the name 
of a minister whose status is in question should be dropped from 
the roll of members. 

10. If any minister in good and regular standing in the Synod 
enters a field of labor within another Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 
he shall upon application to the president, be entitled to, and the 
president shall furnish him with, a certificate of transfer, but 
‘until he is formally received into the membership of the synod to 
which he is being transferred he shall be fully amenable to this 


Synod. 
11. Every minister in good and regular standing in the Synod 
shall be entitled, upon request, to a certificate of his standing. 
12. It shall be the duty of every pastor, when members of his 
pastoral charge move out of its bounds: 
(1) To urge such members to unite with the congregation inte 
whose territory they have moved; 


membership to such as are entitled to the same. 

13. The Synod shall have the right to advise and admonish con- 
cerning association and affiliation of its ministers with non-ecclesi- 
astical and other organizations whose principles or practices appear 
to be inconsistent with full loyalty to the Christian Church. 

14. All ministers of the Synod shall attend all meetings of the 


subject the absentee to discipline. 


1. It shall be the duty of each congregation belonging to Synod 
to select annually from its communing membership in good stand- 
ing a lay delegate who shall represent it in the convention of the 
Synod and 
conference, 


(2) To notify immediately the pastor of said congregation of 
such removal; and 
(3) Upon application, to furnish certificates of transfer of 
Synod, the ministerial session, and the conference to which they | 
belong. In case of unavoidable absence, the absentee shall send to 
the secretary an excuse for his absence; and nothing shall be re- 
garded as a valid excuse except urgent necessity and positive in- 
ability to attend. Repeated absence without valid excuse shall 
ARTICLE ELEVEN 
THE CONGREGATIONS 
pay their and the pastors’ regular expenses, other 
be in full attendance upon such meetings. It may . 
alternate to take the place of the regular delegate 
= 
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2. Every congregation belonging to the Synod shall comply with 
the constitution, by-laws, decisions, and recommendations of the 
Synod and conference, and should conform its public worship and 
ministrations to the order approved by The United Lutheran 
Church in America. It shall make systematic effort to meet ut 
least the amounts apportioned for synodical causes and for The 
United Lutheran Church in America as indicated in a budget of 
apportionments by the Synod to the congregation. It shall make 
earnest effort to pay such amounts into the synodical treasury in 
monthly installments. It shall make due provision for the minis- 
tration of the Word and Sacraments and see that the pastor is 
properly supported. It shall endeavor to hold at least one service 
every Lord’s day. It shall make all necessary provision for the 
promotion of piety in its families, for the Christian training of the 
young, and for the encouragement of the members in the work of 


evangelism and the practice of Christian stewardship. 


3. In cases of pastoral vacancy or of difficulty and strife in the 
congregation, the council shall seek the advice and instruction of 
the president of the Synod. 


4. In cases of strife and division, should any part of a congrega- 
‘tion belonging to the Synod reject the faith set forth in Article One, 


‘Section II. or revolt against constitutional provisions or ite obliga- 


tions as a member of this Synod, that. part of the congregation, 
whether majority or minority of its membership, which continues 


m unity with Synod and its faith shall be recognized as the lawful 
congregation and shall continue in possession of all property of the 
congregation. 


5. Should a member congregation disband or cease to function 


‘for a period of two years, all its property, real, personal and mixed, 
Shall vest in this Synod, its successors or assigns, providing that no 
other right, title, or interest had been reserved in the property 


prior to memberhip in this Synod. 


6. No congregation shall make any enactments in conflict with 
this constitution or with the regulations of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. 


7. Should a pastor resign, the council shall receive the letter of 
resignation and present the same to the congregation; and at once 
report the resignation to the president of the Synod. 


8. Any congregation which desires to sever its relations with this 
Synod in order to unite with some other Hrangelical Lutheran 
Synod shall make written application to the president of this Synod 
for a proper transfer, stating the reasons for a change in synodical 
relations and designating the synod to which it desires to be trans- 
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ferred. Thereupon, the Synod may, by proper resolution, transfer 
the applying congregation to the designated synod. Such transfer 
shall be certified by the president and secretary of this Synod. 

9. Contemplated changes in its constitution affecting its articles 
concerning faith, adherence to this Synod and The United Lutheran 
Church in America, or disposition of its property shall be reported 
to the president of the Synod for action by the Synod, 

10. Should a congregation deem it conducive to the best interest 
of the church to relocate or to dissolve its organization and relin- 
quish its charter, the church council shall confer with the executive 
comittee and the committee on home missions cf the Synod before 
any steps are taken or any commitments made. 

11. Any vacant congregation or pastoral charge in arrears to a 
former pastor shall be required to make satisfactory adjustment 


‘thereof before calling a successor. 


ARTICLE TWELVE 
DISCIPLINE 
Section I—Offenses 


The offenses for which ministerial members of the Synod shall be 
subject to discipline are: 

1. Preaching or teaching doctrine in conflict with the faith set 
forth in Article One, Section II; 

2. Conduct incompatible with moral purity or with the character 
of the ministerial office; 

3. Willful disregard and/or violation of the constitution, author- 
ity, and resolutions of the Synod. 


dn. Section Il—Penalties 


1. The penalties which may be imposed upor ministers are: 

(a) Private censure and admonition by the president; 

(b) Public censure and admonition by the ministerial session 
of the Synod. 8 

(e) Suspension from the office and functions of the ministry 
for a designated period or until there is satisfattory evi- 
dence of repentance and amendment. 

(d) Deposition from the ministerial office. 

2. The sentence of suspension or of deposition under the preced- 
ing paragraph shall automatically terminate the pastorate of the 
minister. 

3. Should any congregation belonging to the Synod turn away 
from the faith set forth in Article One, Section II; neglect or refuse 
to exercise proper discipline over its members after due admonition 
by the president of the Synod; disparage the cause of the Christian 
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Church or hinder the upbuilding of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 
by refusing to support the benevolent work of the Church; or 
willfully disregard and violate the constitution or resolutions of the 
Synod and persist in such disregard and violation, it shall be sus- 
pended or excluded from membership in this Synod. A two-thirds 
majority vote shall be required for such exclusion. 


4. No minister under sentence of suspension or layman under 
discipline by his own congregation shall hold any office in the 
Synod, or serve as a delegate, director, or trustee under its appoint- 
ment; and every committee, board, delegation, or bcdy of appointees 


‘constituted by the Synod shall see to the enforcement of this rule. 


5. It shall also be the duty of all ministers and congregations 
belonging to the Synod to respect the disciplinary action of the 
Synod. Disregard of any such disciplinary action by a minister or 
congregation shall in itself be deemed a violation of order which 
shall subject the offender to further discipline. 


Section Ill—-Processes Against a Minister 


A. THE BRINGING OF CHARGES 
1. By a Congregation 

If serious accusation be lodged against a minister before his 
church council by six members in good standing in the congrega- 
tion, unless otherwise provided for by the constitution of the con- 
gregation, the council shall confer with him about the same and 
shall endeavor to remove all just cause of complaint and to reconcile 
all parties; nor shall any further steps be taken untill all proper 
efforts to this end on the part of the council have been exhausted. 

If the efforts to achieve reconciliation fail and in the judgment 
of the council a prima facie case has been made out against the 
minister, it shall report its finding in writing to the president of 
the Synod, specifying the charges, which must, however, be founded 
on the subscribed testimony of at least two credible witnesses. If 
the council shall ignore the accusation the members of the congre- 
gation who have brought the charges may in like manner lay them 
before the president of the Synod. 


If a minister be charged with some specific sin not in the manner 
aforesaid, but by widespread rumor which is not transient, but 


which continues and strengthens, the council shall endeavor to. 


remove the scandal. If it fails, or finds evidence of guilt, it shall 
at once report the case to the president of the Synod. 


2. By Ministerial Members of the Synod 
Five ministers of the Synod may prefer charges against a Minis, 
ter. Such charges must be specific, in writing, and signed by them.. 
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3. By the President ot the Synod 
Should the attention of the president of the Synod be directed by 
rumor or complaint to alleged offenses on the part of any of its 
ministerial members, he shall immediately investigate the matter 
and endeavor to remove any cause for complaint or scandal. Should 
he fail in his efforts, or should he find reason for further investiga- 
tion, he shall appoint a committee of inquiry. 


B. THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 

If any accusation against a minister of the Synod be lodged with 
the president by the congregation of which the accused is pastor, 
or by five ministers of the Synod, or by a committee of inquiry 
appointed by the president in accordance with Paragraph A, 3 of 
this section, he shall at once communicate with the accused respect- — 
ing the matter. If the accused should desire an investigation, r 
the nature of the accusation be such as to call for it, the president 
shall appoint a committee for that purpose, and cite the accused 
to appear before the committee. 

When such investigation is instituted, a copy of the complaint 
against the accused shall be furnished him by the president, allow- 
ing him not less than ten days between the time of his citation and 
the time appointed for the hearing. In the interim the accused 
shall file with the committee of investigation an answer setting 
forth his defense. If the accused should refuse, or fail to appear 
without presenting adequate reasons why the investigation should 
be doferred to another time, it shall proceed in the same manner 
as if he were present. 


If the findings in such an investigation indicate gross immoral- 
ity, or flagrant transgression, or if the accused minister shall have 
absconded, or if the circumstances are such that, in the judgment 
of the president of the Synod, the Church would suffer irreparable 
harm if the accused minister would continue to exercise the office 
of the ministry while under investigation, the president of the Synod 
shall immediately suspend the accused from the office and functions 
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of the ministry until his case has been finally decided by the Synod. 
If the findings of the investigation show sufficient evidence of 
guilt besides reporting the case to the president, the committee 
making the investigation shall formulate the charges and specifi- 
cations against the accused, and the president of the Synod shall 
furnish a copy to the accused not less than twenty days before the 
convention of the Synod, at the same time citing him to appear at 
the convention when his case shall be heard and decided. Not leas 
than five days before the convention at which the accused shall 
be heard, the accused shall file with the committee of investigation 
his answer to the charges and specifications seriatim. 
= = 
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If the findings by majority vote of the committee show insuffi- 
cient evidence of guilt the committee of investigation shall report 
the same to the president of the Synod. The president of the Synod 
shall thereupon notify the accused of the termination of the pro- 
ceedings and shall then attempt in Christian love to reconcile all 
parties affected. 


C. THE TRIAL 


When the preliminary investigation has shown that formal trial 
is necessary, the president shall report the matter to the next 
annual convention of the Synod, or to a special convention called 
for the purpose, and the case shall be referred to a committee on 
Wiscipline consisting of fifteen members. 


The committee cf investigation shall be responsible for the pre- 
sentation of evidence. The committee of investigation shall appoint 
at least two of its members who shall be charged with the duty of 
conducting the prosecution during the trial. With the consent of 
the president of the Synod, the committee of investigation may 
employ counsel to represent it at the trial. Such counsel shall 
however, be members of congregations belonging to the Synod. 


The accused shall be notified of the time and place of the trial 
and shall have the right to be present. The accused shall have the 
further right to be heard in his own defense, and to call witnesses, 
and may be represented by counsel, who, however, shall be members 
of congregations belonging to the Synod or shall be approved by 
the executive committee of this Synod. The committee on discipline 
shall hear all relevant testimony and shall present its finding to 
the Synod. If the findings be adverse to the accused, it shall also 
recommend the penalty to be imposed. The findings of the com- 
mittee may be adopted and the penalty determined by a majority 
vote of the Synod; but the accused may appeal from the findings 
of the committee, in which case he shall be tried by the Synod in 
closed session, and the method of procedure shall be the same as 
before the committee on discipline. In case of such appeal all pen- 
alties shall be suspended until the case has been tried and deter- 
mined by the Synod. 


When a minister is charged with teaching or preaching doctrines 
that are in conflict with Article One, Section II, of this constitution, 
the committee on discipline shall consist entirely of ministers, and 
shall report its findings to the ministerial session; but the accused 
may appeal to the said ministerial session against the findings of 
the committee, in which case the ministerial session shall proceed 
to try the charges. In acting upon the report of the committee on 
diseipline er in its trial of charges, the ministerial session shall take 
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a vote upon two counts: First, Is the doctrine specified in conflict 
with Article One, Section II? Second, Is the accused guilty of 
preaching or teaching such doctrine? The guilt of the accused shall 
be determined only upon a two-thirds vote on the first count, and 
upon a majority vote on the second count. The ministerial session 
shall then report its decision to the Synod, which shall determine 
the penalty by a majority vote; but the penalty shall not be less 
than suspension from the ministry, which shall continue until such 
time as the accused shall have made full recantation of the errors 
because of which he has been suspended. 


When final decision has been made in the trial of a minister, the 
president of the Synod shall at once announce the decision, whether 
guilty or not guilty. If guilty, the president shall pronounce the 
sentence in the presence of the body, also if possible, in the pres- 
ence of the person adjudged guilty. 


If the accused shall produce to the president of the Synod after- 
discovered evidence which in the judgment of tne president would 
seem to warrant a retrial, the president shall present the evidence 
to the Synod, which shall decide whether or not the case shall 
be retried. 


When the penalty imposed has been greater than that of public 


or private censure, he shall at once call a special convention of the 
Synod to consider the matter. : 
The evidence in a case of discipline shall not be published, in part 
or in whole. This shall not be taken to prevent the publication of 
the fact of the trial and the penalty imposed. 
Section IV— Appeals from Congregational Discipline 
The administration of discipline in a congregation is governed by 
the congregation’s constitution, but a member of any congregation 
belonging to the Synod may appeal to the Synod from the disciplin- 
ary action of the congregation. All such appeals must be made in 
writing to the president of the Synod within thirty days after the 
action has been taken. A copy of the appeal shall be promptly 
transmitted by the appellant to the officers of the congregation, 
nor shall the appeal be entertained unless there is evidence that 
the same has been received by said officers. Upon receiving such 
appeal, the president of the Synod shall refer the matter for inves- 
tigation and determination to a special committee appointed by 
him. All relevant testimony shall be heard in such investigation. 
The decision or findings of the committee shall be reported to the 
president of the Synod and shall be final unless the Synod, after 
petition by either party, shall determine otherwise. 
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THE SEAL 


1. The seal of the Synod shall appear as two concentric circics. 
Between the circles shall appear the legend, “The Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of the Central States. U. L. C A.” Within the 
smaller circle shall appear the bold figure of the cross and smaller 
figures of the sower and of the reaper. 

2. The seal shall be in the charge of the president of the Synod, 
whe shall affix it, or cause it to be affixed, to all documents, cer- 
tificates, deeds, legal papers, or official copies of resolutions, etc., 
requiring the Seal of the Synod. 


ARTICLE FIFTEEN 
THIS CONSTITUTION 


1. The provisions and ordinances contained in the constitution 


and by-laws of the Synod, in so far as the same are severally ap- 
plicable, shall be of like force in the government of the Synod, 
the ministerial session, and the conference. 

2. The constitution of this Synod may be amended by a two- 
thirds vote of the members present at a regular annual convention, 
provided that such propcsed amendments be moved and presented 
= wining by not fewer than six members at a previous regular 
annual convention. 


3. Everything in any by-law; resolution, or enactment of the 


Synod in conflict with this constitution is hereby superseded and 


repealed. 


ARTICLE THIRTEEN 

INCORPORATION 

The Synod shall be incorporated . 

ARTICLE FOURTEEN | 
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By-Laws 


Section I 
FISCAL 
: The fiscal year shall begin January 1 and continue through 
December 31. 
Section II 
CONVENTIONS 


1. The regular convention of the Synod shall be held during the 
month of May on dates set by the Synod or the executive com- 
mittee. 

2. The executive committee shall prepare an order of business 
for each convention of the Synod and shall recommend ite 
adoption at the opening session. 

3 The president together with those delegated by him shall ar- 
range for and administer the Holy Communion at each conven- 
tion in accordance with the common usage at conventions of 
The United Lutheran Church in America. 

4. The president shall appoint a chaplain for each convention. 

5. A meeting of the lay delegates, the agenda for which shall be 


RULES OF ORDER 


Rules of Order, Revised, except as specified otherwise in the con- 


prepared by the lay members of the executive committee, shall 
be held in connection with each regular convention of the 
Synod. 
Section III 

The business shall be conducted in conformity with Robert's 

stitution and these by-laws. 
Section IV 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

1. Terms of elected members of this committee shall be three 
years. They shall be elected in such a manner that the terms 
of one-third of the members (an equal number of ministers 
and laymen) expire each year. No elected member shall serve 
for more than two consecutive full terms. 

3. It shall normally meet quarterly. Special meetings may be 
called by the president and shall be called by him at the written 
request of one-third of the members of the committee. 
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3. It shall cause an examination to be made of the printed minutes 


of the last regular convention of the Synod and of any inter- 
vening conventions, make necessary corrections and present 
three such corrected copies of the minutes, certified by the 
secretary and president to the next regular convention of the 
Synod to become the protocol of the convention or conventions 
to which the minutes pertain. One copy shall be placed in 
the synodical office, one in the secretary's office, and one shall 
be placed in the archives. 

It shall make nominations for election to all elective commit- 
tees and boards: 

It shall maintain a right relationship between the Synod and 
its official auxiliaries. 

Upon nomination by the president of the Synod it shail elect 
an assistant to the president, a statistician, and an archivist. 
It shall arrange for the installation of officers. 


Section 
COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS 


1. This committee shall exercise oversight of and shall promote 
home missions. 


2. It shall distribute funds appropriated by the Synod for home 
missions and shall recommend the amount of aid to be given 
by the Board of American Missions of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. 

3. Pastors of congregations receiving home missions aid shall 


submit monthly or quarterly reports as required by this com- 
mittee. 


Section VI 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
Following each regular convention of Synod, with the approval 


of the executive committee, the president shall appoint commit- 
tees as follows: 


1. Committee on youth work. 

This committee shall consist of nine members. It shall counsel 
the Luther League as an auxiliary of the church, seek to foster 
co-operation with the program of the Luther League of 
America, and seek to increase the activity of youth in the 
Synod and its congregations. It shall supervise the program 
of all youth camps within the Synod. It shall nominate to 
the executive committee a director or directors of such youth 
camps each year. Such directors, after election by the execu- 
tive committee, shall be advisory members of the committee 
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on youth work. The chairman of the committee on camp 
property shall be an ex-officio member of this committee. 


This committee shall consist of five members. 

It shall be the duty of this committee to study the constitutions 
and corporate charters of congregations applying for member- 
ship in this Synod, as well as to study contemplated changes 
in constitution of member congregations. 


3. Committee on student work in non-Lutheran schools. 


Service of the National Lutheran Council. 


4. Committee on publications. 
This committee shall consist of three members. 
It shall be the duty of this committee to review and study 
periodicals and books and to make such recommendations 
may be of value to the members of Synod or 
Publication of The United Lutheran Church in America. 


5. Committee on circulation of “The Lutheran.” 


This committee shall consist of not more than five members. 
It shall cooperate with the staff of “The Lutheran” in efforts 
to place “The Lutheran” in every home in the Synod and shall 
assist congregations toward this end. 


6. Committee on pensions. 


This committee shall consist of not more than five members. 
It shall promote the pension plans of The United Lutheran 
Church in America among pastors and congregations of the 
Synod, and assist the president in the relief and care of minis- 


ters or their dependents in cases of emergency or special need. 


7. Committee on camp property. 
There shall be a committee on camp property consisting of a 


shall be a member of this committee, ex-officio. 


Under the directiom ana control of the execuuve committee, 
this committee shall be responsible for maintaining the prop- 
erty of any camp or camps owned by Synod; shall be responai- 


P 
This committee shall consist ot not more than five members. 
This committee shall endeavor to effect or assist in effecting 
a ministry to Lutheran students in non-Lutheran schools. Its 
activity shall be in co-operation with the Division of Student 
22 
chairman and not fewer than six other members. Membership 
on this committee shall be for a term of one year beginning 
: October 1. The chairman of the committee on youth work 
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ble for all financial transactions involved in connection with 
the ownership and management of such camps; and shall strive 
to manage the facilities of such camps on a self supporting 
basis. 


8. No member except the president shall serve on more than one 
standing committee. 


Section VII 
DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES 


Synod shall choose representatives to the following boards: 
Central’ Lutheran Theological Seminary, Midland College, Tabitha 
Home, Nebraska Lutheran Social Service. The number of repre- 
sentatives and the length of terms shall be in accordance with the 
constitutional requirement of the respective boards and agencies. 

No such representatives shall serve for more than two consecutive 
full terms. 


The: representatives to such institutions and agencies shall report 
annually to Synod and shall make available for inspection by the 
Synod a copy of the annual audit of the institution or agency. 


Section VIII 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


At the first session of each annual convention of the Synod, the 
president shall appoint the following committees: 
1. Committee on reference and counsel. 


oll 
genera] resolutions before they are submitted to the conven- 
tion, arranging special orders for the hearing of representa- 
tives; and giving such assistance as may be desired by the 
president for the conduct of the general program of the con- 
vention. 


2. Committee on president's report. 
The duties of this committee shall include studying and review- 
ing the annual report of the president; transmitting to the 
Synod his recommendations requiring action by the Synod; 
and making such additional recommendations as it deems 
proper. 

3. Committee on elections. 
have “charge of all elections. 

4. Committee on registration and attendance. 
The duties of this committee shall include the registering of 
all clerical and accredited lay delegates attending the conven- 
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tion; 
receiving excuses of those absent from the convention; record- 

ing those absent without excuse; and making a full report to 
the Synod as to convention attendance. 


5. Committee on convention travel. 
This committee shall examine and approve the statements of 
convention travel expenses as submitted by the delegates, 
Travel expense of delegates, clerical and lay, shall be paid by 
the Synod at a rate determined by the executive committe. 


6. Committee on resolutions. 


Section 1X 
REPORTS 


1. All officers, committees, directors, and trustees shall present 
their reports, typewritten, double-spaced, in duplicate, to the 
secretary by a date designated by him for inclusion in the 
convention bulletin. 


2. Each report shall be signed by a majority of those submitting 
it. Minority statements shall be signed by the entire minority 
dissenting. 


3. The secretary of the Synod shall mail one copy of the 
convention bulletin to each minister together with one addi- 


tional copy for the use of the lay delegate of each congregation, 
at least one week prior to the regular convention of Synod. 


4. Financial reports shall be audited by an accredited accountant 
before presentation to Synod. All financial statements submit- 
ted to the Synod shall be in such form as to show clearly and 
separately both current operating accounts and capital accounts, 
There shall be presented in each case a balance sheet showing 
assets and liabilities in reasonable detail. 


1. The election of all officers shall be by ballot. In cases 
which ministers only are eligible there shall be no prior 
nations. 


2. Election of officers shall be the first item of business after 
roll of Synod is determined and the reports ef officers 


‘ 

Section X 
ELECTIONS 

deen presented. 

3. In the election of officers the following rules shall obtain: 
On the first ballot, three-fourths of all votes cast shall be 
necessary to elect. ‘ 
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On the second ballot, two-thirds of all the votes cast shall be 
necessary to elect. 

The third ballot shall be confined to the two persons receiving 
the highest number of votes on the second ballot, and no vote 
cast for any other shall be counted. In the third and succeed- 
ing ballots, a majority shal) elect. 


DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTIONS OF THE UNITED 


LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


1. The president of the Synod shall be one of the delegates to 
conventions of The United Lutheran Church in America, ex- 
officio. 

2. If an officer of The United Lutheran Church in America is a 
member of this Synod or is a member of a congregation be- 
longing to this Synod, he shall be a delegate ex-officio. 


8. All otner deiegates and alternates shall be elected by ballot. 
Oral nominations may be made for lay delegates and alternate 
lay delegates. 

4. The president of the Synod shall be chairman of the delegation. 
When the president of Synod cannot serve as chairman, the 

_ @elegation shall choose its own chairman. 

5. A per diem allowance shall be granted to each delegate in 
attendance at a rate fixed by Synod or the executive committee. 


Section XII 
CONFERENCES 


The Synod shall be divided into five conferences. 


The North-east Conference shall be bounded on the north and 
on the east by the boundaries of Synod. On the south it shall be 
bounded by the south boundaries of the following counties of Ne- 
braska: Washington, Dodge, Colfax, Platte, Nance, Howard, and 
Sherman. On the west it shall be bounded by the west boundaries 


of the following counties of Nebraska: Sherman. Valley, Garfield, 
Holt, and Boyd. 


The North-west Conference shall be bounded on the north and 
on the west by the boundaries of Synod. On the east it shall be 
bounded by the west boundary of the North-east Conference. On 
the south it shall be bounded by the south boundaries of the follow- 


ing counties of Nebraska: Custer, Lincoln, Perkins, Deuel, Chey- 


enne, and Kimball. 


The South-west Conference shall be bounded on the west by 
the boundaries of Synod. On the north it shall be bounded by the 
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south beundary of the North-west Conference, and the south boun- 
daries of the following counties of Nebraska: Sherman, Howard, 
Hamilton, York, Seward, and Lancaster. On the east it shall be 
bounded by the east boundary of the following counties in Ne- 
braska: Hall, Saline, and Gage; and by the east boundary of the 
following counties in Kansas: Marshall, Pottawatomie, Geary, Mor- 
ris, Chase, Butler and Cowley. On the south its shall be bounded 
by the south boundary of the State of Kansas. 


The Central Conference shall be bounded on the east by the 
boundary of Synod. On the north it shall be bounded by the north 
boundary of the following counties of Nebraska. Douglas, Saun- 
ders, Butler, Polk, and Hamilton. On the south it shall be bounded 
by the south boundary of the following counties of Nebraska: Ham- 
ilton, York, Seward, Lancaster; and by the fortieth parallel of 
latitude north of the equator. On the west it shall be bounded by 
the west boundaries of the following counties of Nebraska: Ham- 
uton. Lancaster, Johnson, and Pawnee. 

The South-east Conference shall be bounded on the north by 
the fortieth parallel of latitude north of the equator. On the east, 
and south, it shall be bounded by the boundaries of Synod. On the 
west it shall be bounded by the west boundary of the following 
counties of Kansas: Nemaha, Jackson, Wabaunsee, Lyon, Green- 
wood, Eik, and Chautauqua; and by the boundary of Synod. 


Section XIII 
SYNODICAL PAPER 


The executive committee shall be responsible for publishing a 
synodical paper, and it shall appoint an editor and such ether mem- 
bers of a staff as may be needed. Appointments to the staff shall 
be upon nomination by the editor. 


AMENDMENT OF BY-LAWS ; 
These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the mem- 
bers present and voting at a convention of the Synod, provided that 
such amendment has been moved and presented in writing by not 
fewer than six members at a session of Synod at least one day 
prior to the day at which action is taken. 


Section XIV 
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RECOMMENDATIONS and INFORMATION 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
and 
INFORMATION 
The Joint Committee on Merger recommends to the three Synods: 


1. That the Synods shall not hold simultaneous conventions in 1954, 
but shall hold their conventions in successive weeks. 


2. That the Synods agree to the crder suggested by this committee, 
which order was established by impartial drawing of lots. The 
Midwest Synod will hold its convention in the week beginning 
April 25, 1954. The Kansas Synod will hold its convention in the 
week beginning May 2nd, 1954. The Nebraska Synod will hold 
its convention in the week beginning May 9th, 1954. 


3. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, the first convention 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Central States will be 
held in the first full week of June, 1954. 


4. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, the first convention 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Central States will be 
held in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Kansas City, Missouri. 


5. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, each Synod shall ap- 
point three representatives who, with the representatives of the 
other Synods, shall arrange for the incorporation of the Synod. 


6. That the merged Synod as a corporation shall domesticate in 
every state which is wholly or in part within the territory of 
the Synod. 


7. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, the President of The 
United Lutheran Church in America shall be invited to preside 
at the first convention of the merged Synod. 


8. That the Synods shall look to their own members who are mem- 
bers of the Joint Committee on Merger to secure proper signa- 
tures, to present the Proposed Constitution of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Central States according to the provisions 
of the existing constitutions of the several Synods, and to present 
in the 1954 Conventions of the several Synods the resolutions 
of merger. 


9. That the Synods shall continue in existence the Joint Committee 
on Merger, composed of five representatives from each of the 
Synods, to tend to any business which may arise that would need 
the attention of such a committee, and, if merger is effected, 
to make plans for the first convention of the merged Synod. 
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If the merger is effected, the Joint Committee on Merger will pre- 
gent at the first convention of the merged Synod the following 
resolutions of merger: 


“The Synod advises all its pastors to avoid membership in fra- 
ternal organizations because such membership offends the con- 
sciences of many Christians.” 


The undersigned move the adoption of the following resolution: 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the . = Synod of 
accept and adopt and does hereby 
accept and adopt the Constitution and By-Laws of The Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Central States, as and for the Constitution 
and By-Laws of this Synod, effective when an identical Constitution 
and By-Laws are accepted and adopted by the — en 
Synod of , and the 
Synod of . excepting, 
however, the provisions of Article II of said Constitution and Sec- 
tion 1 of said By-Laws with reference to the date of the annual 
convention and the business sessions thereof, and Article III of 
said Constitution with reference to the beginning of the terms of 
office of the President, Secretary and Treasurer, in so far only as 
the same may be appliable to the first convention of said Synod to 
begin on June , 1954, in 
the election of officers thereat and the tranenction of any and al 
business which may come before the convention, this Synod hereby 
waiving any and all notice and consenting that the first convention 
of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States shall 
begin on June, 1954, at the place aforesaid, and that the 
terms of office of the President, Secretary and Treasurer elected 
thereat shall become effective immediately upon é¢lection and con- 
tinue thereafter until their successors have been elected, and shall 
enter upon the duties of their offices as in said Articles and Beo- 
tions provided, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that n 
Synod of die merge and 
consolidate and it hereby does merge and consolidate all its powers, 
rights and property and all liabilities existing against it into The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and that this 
corporation relinquish its corporate name and assume in place 
thereof, the name of the corporation with which it is hereby merg- 
ing, to-wit: The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central 
States, and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the election of 
officers and committees of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States, the officers and committees of this Synod, individu- 
ally or severally, as the case may require, are hereby authorized, 
empowered and directed to transfer and deliver to the proper offi- 
cers and committees of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States, all moneys, trust funds, letters, papers, agreements, 
title papers, records, documents and all real and personal property 
of any kind and nature belonging to and in the péssession of this 
Synod and in which this Synod may have an equitable or legal in- 
terest, together with a complete record of all existing obligations 
and liabilities incurred by this Synod, with any and all supporting 
documents appertaining thereof, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ofticers of this 
corporation be, and they are hereby authorized, empowered and 
directed tc make, execute and deliver under the seal of this Synod, 
all deeds, assignments, transfers and other written instruments 
necessary for the transfer of its real and personal property to The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and to take 
such legal action as will be necessary and required by law to fully 
consummate and effect the merger and consolidation with The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and wind up 
the affairs of this Synod. 


ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
OF 


THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
IN THE CENTRAL STATES 


OF 
OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 


That the undersigned, for the purpose of forming and becoming 
a corporation under the laws of the State of Nebraska, as a Class 4 
religious association, as defined in Section 215334 Revised Statutes 
tion as follows, to-wit: 


* 


ARTICLE I. 

The name of the corporation shall be “The Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod in the Central States”, and its principal office shall be in 
the City of Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska. 
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ARTICLE JI. | 

The resident agent of the corporation shall be the President, 
and his address is Omaha, Nebraska. 


ARTICLE III. 

The purpose and object of the corporation shall be: 

(1) The supervision and discipline of its constituent congrega- 
tions and members in conformity with its Constitution. 

(2) To receive, own, possess, hold, sell, mortgage and convey 
property, both real and personal, for religious, charitable, and edu- 
cational purposes, and to receive property of all Kinds by devise. 
bequest, gifts, or otherwise, and for such further purposes or ob- 
jects as set forth in its Constitution: 

(3) To transact all secular business and manage all temporal 
affairs of the corporation. 

(4) To make and adopt a Constitution and By-Laws not incon- 
sistent with its Articles of Incorporation, or the laws of the United 
States, or this State, or any other state in which it does business. 

(5) To have a corporate seal. 

(5) To transact any other business whatsoever incident to the 
udvancement of the purposes of the corporation and provided in 
its Constitution. 


ARTICLE IV. 
All vacancies shall be filled by the Executive Committee unless 
otherwise provided in its Constitution. 


ARTICLE V. 
The corporation shall begin on the day of June, 1954, and 
shall be perpetual. 
ARTICLE VI. 


The affairs of the corporation shall be conducted by the Officers 
and the Executive Committee, who shall be elected as provided in 
its Constitution. 


ARTICLE VII. 

These Articles of Incorporation may be amended by two-thirds 

vote at any regular or special meeting, notice of which shall be 
GIVER —— days before such meeting. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto subscribed our 

names this .... day of June, 1954, at Omaha, Douglas County, 

Nebraska. 


(Acknowledgment to be added) 
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